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1.
The Local Government (Amendment) Bill 2012 – Bill No. 12/2012 seeks to amend the Local Government Act.  This Bill was published on 31st July, 2012.
Introduction and First Reading

2.
The Bill was introduced in the National Assembly and read for a first time on 30th July, 2012.
Committal to Select Committee

3.
Following its first reading, the Bill was committed to a Special Select Committee by the National Assembly for consideration.
Members of the Committee

4.
At a meeting held on 18th October, 2012 the Committee of Selection nominated the following Members to comprise the Special Select Committee to consider the Local Government (Amendment) Bill 2012 – Bill No. 12/2012.
Members of the People’s Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) (4)

Hon. Ganga Persaud, M.P., 

Minister of Local Government and Regional Development

Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P., Chief Whip

Bibi S. Shadick, M.P.

Mr. Neendkumar, J.P, M.P.

Members A Partnership for National Unity (APNU) (4)
Ms. Amna Ally, M.P., Chief Whip

Mr. Basil Williams, M.P. 

Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph Harmon, M.S.M., M.P.

Mr. Ronald Bulkan, M.P.

Member of the Alliance For Change (AFC) (1)

Dr. Veerasammy Ramayya, M.P. 
First and Second Meetings of the Committee - Election of Chairman

5.
At the first meeting held on 28th November, 2012, both the Hon. Ganga Persaud, M.P., Minister of Local Government and Regional Development and Mr. Basil Williams, M.P., were nominated as Chairperson for the Committee.
6.
Since there were two nominations, a division was sought and carried with an equality of votes.  The Presiding Member did not have an original or casting vote, hence, the election for the Chairmanship was deferred to another date.

7.
At the second meeting held on 20th December, 2012, Mr. Basil Williams was elected as Chairman of the Committee by a majority vote.
Other Meetings of the Committee
8.
The Committee met on sixteen other occasions.  However, the Local Government (Amendment) Bill 2012 – Bill No. 12/2012 was considered at the following Meetings:

11th Meeting held on 15th March, 2013;
12th Meeting held on 21st March, 2013;
14th Meeting held on 17th May, 2013; 
15th Meeting held on 31st May; 
17th Meeting held on 28th June, 2013; and
18th Meeting held on 5th July, 2013.

9.
The attendance record is at Appendix I.

Procedure of the Committee

10.
At its 3rd Meeting held on 16th January, 2013, the Committee agreed to the following:

(i)
that it would commence its work on the Local Government Commission Bill 2012 - Bill No. 13/2012;

(ii)

that it would consider the Bill, Clause by Clause;


(iii)

that the Clerk of the Committee would circulate the Reports and any relevant information with regard to the previous Local Government Bills 2009 in the 9th Parliament; and

(iv)

that the Clerk of the Committee provide Members with a schedule of meetings.

Consideration of the Bill

11.
The Committee commenced consideration of the Bill on 15th March, 2013.
12.
The following Clause/Sections were accepted as presented: 2, Schedule: 15, 20, 22(5), 29(6),(7)(b) and (8), 35, 36 including marginal note, 38, 40(1), 41(1) and (2), 42, 43(1),  44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 50, 51, 53, 56, 57(1), 58(1), 59, 64, 66(2), 67, 68,   70, 71(1), (2), (3) and (5), 72(1) and (2), 73, 74, 75(1) and (3), 76, 80, 81, 84(1) and (2), 86 (1) and (2), 88 (1), 99, 100, 109, 114, 115, 120, 121, 122, 125, 126 A, 128 including marginal note, 129, 130(2), 131, 135, 137, 140 (1), 141(1), 146 (A), 147 (c),(e),(f), (g), (k), (i) and closing lines to section 147, 150, 151, 152, 156, 170 A, 170 B, Long Title, Part IV Heading,  Part V Heading, Part VIII, Part IX Heading, Part XI Heading, First Schedule Forms 1, 2, 3 and 4, Second and Third Schedules.
13.
The following Clause/Sections were accepted as amended: 1, Schedule: 2, 6, 9, 10 (1), 12, 13, 14, 26 (1) and (2), 37(1), 39, 49(1), 52, 54(6),  55, 66 (1)(a), 69, 82, 83, 87(2), 89(2), 96(6), 102(1), 132, 133, 134(1) and (2), 136(1), 138, 139 (1),  and (2) , 143, 144 (2) and (3), 145, 146, 147(b), 169, 170, the Enactment and the Principal Act (the whole).
14.
In addition to consideration of the Bill as presented to the National Assembly, the following new sections were examined and amended:

12, 13, 14, 43(3), 82, 83 and 139 (3). 
15.
There was no consensus on Sections: 2(4), 6(1) and (2), 12(1), 13, 14, and the Principal Act (the whole).  Hence, the amendments were agreed upon by a majority vote.  

16.
The details of the amendments made to the Bill by the Committee are reflected in the matrix attached at Appendix II.

Amended Bill

17.
Appendix III is the amended Bill which reflects the changes detailed and outlined in Appendix II.

Report of the Special Select Committee

18.
At its meeting held on 5th Meeting, 2013 the Special Select Committee on the Local Government (Amendment) Bill 2012 – Bill No. 12/2012 agreed that this Report, on its consideration of the Bill, should be presented to the National Assembly.

19.
The Report is hereby submitted.

Minutes and Verbatim Records

20.
The Minutes and the Verbatim Records have been prepared and will be available at the Parliament Office.

……………………………………………
Basil Williams, M.P.

Chairman of the
Special Select Committee on 
Local Government (Amendment) Bill 2012 – Bill No. 12/2012
Committees Division

Parliament Office

Public Buildings

Brickdam

Georgetown

5th July, 2013.
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