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FIRST SCHEDULE. 

SECOND SCHEDULE. 

AN ACT to make provision for the acquisition of citizenship 
of Guyana by persons who do not become citizens of Guyana by virtue 
of Chapter III of the Constitution of Guyana, for deprivation and re­
nunciation of citizenship of Guyana and for purposes incidental thereto 
or connected therewith. 

[2nd September, 1967] 
Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:- A~. 

1. This Act may be cited as the Guyana Citizenship Act, 1967, ~~~e 
and shall be deemed to have come into operation on the 26th May, mencement. 

1966. 

2. (J) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires - ~~on. 

"alien" means a person who is not a Commonwealth citi-
zen, a British protected person or a citizen of the 
Republic of Ireland; 

"British protected person" means a person who is a British 
protected person for the purposes of the British 
Nationality Act, 1948 of the United Kingdom; 

"the Commonwealth'' has the meaning assigned to it by 
the Constitution; 

"Commonwealth citizen" means a person who under the 
Constitution has the status of a Commonwealth citizen ; 

"the Constitution" means the Constitution of Guyana; 
"foreign country" means a country (other than the Repub­

lic of Ireland) that is not part of the Commonwealth; 
"Guyana" includes, in relation to any period commencing 

prior to the 26th May, 1966, and prescribed by this Act 
for the purposes of any requirement as to residence, the 
former Colony of British Guiana; 

"Minister" means the Minister to whom responsibility for 
matters relating to citizenship has been assigned; 

"minor" means a person who is not of full age; 
"oath of allegiance" has the same meaning as in article 

125 of the Constitution. 
(2) For the purposes of ·this Act, a person born aboard a regis­

tered ship or aircraft, or aboard an unregistered ship or aircraft of the 
Government of any country, shall be deemed to have been born in the 
place in which the ship or aircraft was registered or, as the case may 
be, in that country. 

(3) For the purposes of this Act, a person shall be of full age 
if such person attains the age of twenty-one years or is a woman who 
is or has been married and of full capacity if such person is not of un­
sound mind. 
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( 4) For the purposes of this Act, a person shall be deemed not 
to have attained a given age until the commencement of the relevant 
anniversary of the day of his birth. 

3. A reference to a British subject in any law in force in 
Guyana on the commencement of this Act shall be construed as a re­
ference to a Commonwealth citizen. 

4. ( 1) A Commonwealth citizen or a citizen of the Republic of 
Ireland, being of full age and capacity, mayi on making application 
therefor under this subsection to the Minister in the prescribed manner, 
be registered at the digcretion of the Minister as a citizen of Guyana if 
he satisfies the Minister that he -

(a) has been ordinarily resident in Guyana; or 
(b) has been in the service of the Government of Guyana; 

or 
(c) has had partly such residence and partly such service, 

throughout the period of five year$ ending with the date of his applica­
tion, or such shorter period so ending aS the Minister may in the special 
circumstances of any particular case accept. 

( 2) Subject to the provisions of section 7 of this Act, a person 
-Jlall be entitled, on making application under this subsection to the 
Minister in the prescribed manner, to be registered as a citizen of 
Guyana if he $atisfies the Minister that he is and always has been 
stateless and -

(a) if he was born before the 25th May, 1966, that his 
mother was a citizen of the United Kingdom and 
Colonies at the time of his birth by reason of her hav· 
ing been born in the former Colony of British Guiana; 
or 

(b) if he was born after the 25th May, 1966, that his 
mother was a citizen of Guyana at the time of his 
birth; or 

( c) that he was born in Guyana. 

(3) Paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (2) of this $ection 
apply to persons born illegitimate as well as to persons born legitimate. 

(4) An application for the registration under subsection (2) of 
this section of a minor may be made by his parent or guardian or, if he 
has attained the age of sixteen years, by the minor him!elf or by his 
parent or guardian. 

5. (l) The Minister may, at his discretion, cause the minor child 
of any citizen of Guyana to be registered as a citizen of Guyana upon 
application inade under this subsection in the prescribed manner by a 
parent or guardian of the child. 

( 2) The Minister may, in such special circumstances as he 
thinks fit, cause any minor to be registered as a citizen of Guyana. 
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( 3) Where under a law in force in Guyana relating to the 
adoption of children an adoption order is made in respect of a minor 
not a citizen of Guyana then if the ,adopter or in the case of a joinl 
adoption the male adopter is a citizen of Guyana the minor shall be­
come a citizen of Guyana as from the date of the order. 

6. A person, upon being registered under section 4 or 5 of ~~~.~!0 
this Act, shall become a citizen of Guyana by registration with effect 0 9 o c1t1ma. 

from the date on which he is registered. 

7. (1) The Minister may, if he is satisfied that the interests of ~~nlcttstet'a 
' 1 • bli li • f . u .. cr onary nationa secunty or pu c po cy so reqmre, re use to register as a powers: 

citizen of Guyana any person to whom the proviso to article 22(1) , 
22(4) or 25 of the Constitution or subsection (2) of section 4 of thi!, 
Act applies. 

(2) The Minister shall not be required to assign any reason 
for the exercise of any discretionary power conferred on him as to the 
registering as a citizen, the naturalising, or certifying the citizenship, of 
any person and no exercise of any such power shall be subject to appeal 
or review in any court. 

8. ( 1) A person born in Guyana after the commencement of this :r:~:f.01or 
Act shall be a citizen of Guyana by birth if his mother was a citizen of cltiUO!lhlp. 

Guyana at the time when he was born and he would, apart from this 
subsection, be stateless. 

(2) Where after the commencement of this Act a new-born 
infant is found abandoned in Guyana, that infant shall, unless the con­
trary is shown, be deemed to have been born in Guyana. 

9. The Minister may, at his discretion, if application therefor N aturathatfon 
. d h' . th 'b d b 1· B · · h or aliens and 1s ma e to 1m m e prescr, e manner y any a 1en or ntis pro- nrtllah pro-

tected person of full age and capacity who satisfies him that he is tcctcd persons. 
qualified under the provisions of the first schedule to this Act for Fine achedule, 

naturalisation, and the person to whom the certificate is granted shall, 
on taking the oath of allegiance, become a citizen of Guyana by naturali-
sation with effect from the date on which that certificate is granted. 

10. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2) of this sec- R;""rif!: 
tion, if any citizen of Guyana of full age and capacity who is or is ' c P· 

about to become -

(a) a citizen of any country to which article 27 of the 
Constitution applies, or of the Republic of Ireland ; or 

(b) a national of a foreign country, 

makes in the prescribed manner a declaration of re1mnciation of citizen­
ship of Guyana, the Minister shall cause the declaration to be regis­
tered, and upon the registration, that person shall cease to be a citizen 
of Guyana: 
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Provided that the Minister may, at his discretion, withhold 
registration of any such declaration if it is made by a person who is or 
is about to become a national of a foreign country during any war in 
which Guyana is engaged. 

(2) A declaration of renunciation of citizenship of Guyana 
made under subsection ( 1) of this section by a person who is not a 
citizen of any other country shall be registered only if the Minister is 
satisfied that that person will after the registration become a citizen er 
national of some other country; and if that person does not become such 
a citizen or national within six months from the date of registration he 
shall be, and be deemed to have remained, a citizen of Guyana notwith­
standing the registration. 

DapnvaUon 11. ( 1) Subject to the provisions of this section. the Minister 
ot dtmomip. may, at his ~iscretion, by order deprive of his citizenship any citizen of 

Guyana who is such by registration or naturalisation if the Minister is 
satisfied that the registration or certificate of naturalisation was 
obtained by means of fraud, false representation or the concealment of 
any material fact. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Minister may 
at his discretion, by order, deprive of his citizenship any citizen of 
Guyana, who is such by registration or naturalisation if the Minister is 
satisfied that that citizen -

(a) has shown himself by act or speech to be disloyal or 
disaffected towards the Constitution; or 

(b) has, during any war in which Guyana was engaged, 
unlawfully traded or communicated with an enemy or 
been engaged in or associated with any business that 
was to his knowledge carried on in such manner as to 
assist an enemy in that war; or 

(c) has within five years after becoming naturalised been 
sentenced in any country to imprisonment for a term 
of not less than twelve months; or 

(d~ has done any voluntary act which is incompatible with 
his loyalty to the Constitution . 

.( 3) The Minister shall not deprive a person of his citizenship -· 
(a) under this section unless he is satisfied that it is not 

conducive to the public good that that person should 
continue to be a citizen of Guyana; 

www_oa::- ~• :re-.- , ... .. .. . ~-- ·~ _-.w ___ ,,_,c 
(b) on the ground mentioned in paragraph (c) of subsec­

tion (2) of this section if it appears to him that that 
person would thereupon become stateless. 

( 4) Before making an order under this section the :Ministe, 
shall give the person against whom the order is proposed to be made. 
notice in writing informing him of the ground on which it is proposeci 
to be made and of his right to an enquiry under this section. 
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( S) If the person against whom the order is proposed to be 
made applies in the prescribed manner for an enquiry, the Minister 
shall, and in any other case the Minister may, at his discretion, refer 
the case for enquiry and report to a committee consisting of a chair­
man, being a person possessing judicial experience, appointed by the 
Minister and of such other members appointed by the Minister as he 
thinks proper. 

( 6) The Minister may make rules for the practice and pro­
cedure to be followed in connection with a committee of enquiry 
appointed under this section, and such rules may, in particular, pro­
vide for conferring on such committee any powers, rights or privileges 
of any .court, and for enabling any powers so conferred to be exercised 
by one or more members of the committee; and, subject to the pro­
visions of any such rules, the committee may regulate its own procedure. 

(7) A person who is deprived of bis citizenship of Guyana by 
an order under this section shall, upon the making of the order, cea~e 
to be a citizen of Guyana. 

12. (1) The Minister may in such cases as be thinks fit, on~~: 
application made by or on behalf of any person with respect to whose = of 

citizenship of Guyana a doubt exists, whether on a question of fact or · 
law, certify that that per.son is a citizen of Guyana. 

(2) A certificate issued under this section shall, unless it is 
proved that it was obtained by means of fraud, false representation or 
concealment of any material fact, be conclusive evidence that that per­
son was such a citizen on the date thereof, but without prejudice to any 
evidence that be was such a citizen at any earlier date. 

13. (1) Every document purporting to be a notice, certificate, Evidence. 

order or declaration, or an entry in a register or a subscription of an 
oath of allegiance, given, granted or made under this Act or under the 
provisions of Chapter III of the Constitution shall be received in 
evidence and shall, unless the contrary is proved, be deemed to have 
been given, granted or made by or on behalf of the person by whom or 
on whose behalf it purports to have been given, granted or made. 

(2) Prima facie evidence of any such document as aforesaid 
may be given by production of a document purporting to be certified as 
a true copy thereof by such person and in S'Uch manner as may he 
prescribed. 

( 3) Any entry in a register under this Act or under the pro­
visions of Chapter III of the Constitution shall be received as evidence 
of the matters stated in the entry. 

( 4) Nothing in this section shall prejudice the admissibility of 
anything in evidence, or the effect of any such evidence, pursuant to 
any provisions of ,the Evidence Ordinance. Cnp. 25. 
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Offences. 

Cap, 10. 

14. ( 1) Any person who for the purpose of procuring anything to 
be done or not to be done under this Act or under the provisions of 
Chapter III of the Constitution makes any statement which he knows to 
be false in a material particular, or recklessly makes a statement which 
is false in a material particular, shall be guilty of an offence and shall 
be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding five hundrerl 
dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months or to 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

( 2) Any person who fails to comply with any requirement 
imposed on him by regulations made under this Act with respect to the 
delivering up of certificates of naturalisation, shall be guilty of an 
offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceed­
ing five hundred dollars or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
three months or to both such fine and imprisonment. 

(3) Every person who -
(a) forges a passport; or 
(b) utters a passport knowing it to be forged; or 
(c) for the purpose of procuring a passport whether for 

himself or any other person, makes a statement which 
is to his knowledge untrue, 

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable -

(i) on summary conviction thereof to a fine not exceeding 
two hundred and fifty dollars or to imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding six months or to both such fine and 
imprisonment; 

(ii ) on conviction thereof on indictment to a fine not ex­
ceeding five hundred dollars or to imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding two years or to both such fine anrl 
imprisonment. 

( 4) In this section the expression "forgery" has the same 
meaning as it has in section 240 of the Criminal Law (Offences) 
Ordinance. 

A9pllcat1on 10 1 S. Every state mentioned in the second schedule to this Act 
article 21 of shall be a country to which the application of article 27 of the Constitu­
the Con3lltu· 
Lion. tion shall extend: 

Second aobedule. 

Provided that the Minister may, by order, amend the said schedule 
by the addition or deletion of any state or exclude any country men­
tioned in paragraph ( 3) of article 2 7 aforesaid from the application of 
that article, but no such order shall have effect until approved by resolu­
tion of the National Assembly. 

Reautauom. 16. The Minister may make regulations generally for givmg 
effect to the provisioQs of this Act, and in particular but without pre­
judice to the generality of the foregoing may make regulations -
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(a) prescribing anything which is required by this Act or 
by the provisions of Chapter III of the Constitution to 
be prescribed; 

(b) for the registration of anything required or authoriseil 
under this Act or under the provisions of Chapter III 
of the Constitution to be registered; 

(c) for the administration and taking of oaths of allegiance 
under this Act or the provisions of Chapter III of the 
Constitution, for the time within which such oaths shall 
be taken and for the registration of such oaths; 

( d) fixing the fees to be paid in respect of -

(i) any application made to the Minister under this 
Act or pursuant to the provisions of Chapter III 
of the Constitution; or 

(ii) any registration, or the making of any declaration, 
or the grant of any certificate, or the taking of 
any oath of allegiance, required or authorised to 
be made, granted or taken by or under this Act; or 

(iii) supplying a certified or other copy of any notice, 
certificate, order, declaration or entry, given, 
granted or made under this Act. or pursuant to the 
provisions of Chapter III of the Constitution, 

and providing for the application of any such fees; 

(e) for the giving of any notice required or authorised to 
be given to any person by or under any provisions of 
this Act other than subsection ( 6) of section 11; 

(f) for the cancellation of the registration of, and the can­
cellation and amendment of certificates of naturalisa­
tion relating to, persons deprived of citizenship under 
this Act or under the provisions of Chapter III of the 
Constitution, and for requiring such certificates to bt 
delivered up for such purposes; 

(g) for the registration by consular officers or other 
officers in the service of the Government of Guyana of 
the births and deaths of persons of any class or de­
scription born or dying outside Guyana; 

(h) for enabling the births and deaths of citizens of 
Guyana born or dying in any country in which the 
Government of Guyana has for the time being no 
diplomatic or consular representatives, to be registered-

(i) by persons serving in the diplomatic consular er 
other foreign service of any country which, by 
arrangement with the Government of Guyana, has 
undertaken to represent that Government's interest 
in that country; or 
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Rq,ea)., 
Cap, 100. 

17. 

(ii) by a person authorised in that behalf by the 
Minister. 

The British Nationality Ordinance is hereby repealed. 

FIRST SCHEDULE (Section 9) 

Qualifications for Naturalisation 

1. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this schedule, the 
qualifications for naturalisation of an alien who applies therefor are -

(a) that he has resided in Guyana throughout the period of 
twelve months immediately preceding the date of the 
application; 

(b) that during the seven years immediately preceding the 
said period of twelve months he has resided in Guyana 
for periods amounting in the aggregate to not less than 
five years; 

(c) that he is of good character; and 

(d) that he intends in the event of a certificate being granted 
to him to reside in Guyana. 

2. The Minister may, if in the special circumstances of any 
particular case he thinks fit -

(a) allow a continuous period of twelve months ending not 
more than six months before the date of the application 
to be reckoned, for the purposes of ~b-paragraph (a) 
of paragraph 1 of this schedule, as if it had iIJ1mediately 
preceded that date; 

(b) allow residence in any part of the Commonwealth to be 
reckoned for the purposes of sub-paragraph (b) of para­
graph 1 of this schedule; 

( c) allow periods of residence earlier than eight years before 
the date of the application to be reckoned in computing 
the aggregate mentioned in sub-paragraph (b) of para­
graph 1 of this schedule. 

3. The qualifications for naturalisation of a British protected 
person who applies therefor are -

(a) that he is ordinarily resident in Guyana and has been so 
resident throughout the period of five years, or such 
shorter period as the Minister may, in the special cir-
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cumstances of any case accept, immediately preceding 
his application; and 

(b) the qualifications specified in sub-para.graphs ( c) and 
(d) of paragraph 1 of this schedule. 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

Lesotho 

Botswana 

Barbados. 

(Section 15) 

Passed by the National Assembly on the 25th of August, 1967 

(Bill No. 12/1967). 
(H.A.C: 85/1). 

F. A. NARAIN, 
Clerk of the National Assembly. 
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