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SCHEDULE 

AN ACT to provide for the imposition of a Consumption Tax on goods 
imported into Guyana or manufactured tjh.erein. for the collection 
and enforcement of such tax. and for matters incidental thereto 
or connected therewith. 

[26th July, 19691 
Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

I . This Act mav he cited as the Consumption Tax Act. 
1969 and shall be deemed to have come into operation on the t si 
May, 1969. 

2. (1) In this Act unless the context otherwise requires 

''chargeable goods" means such _goods as may be specified 
in an order of the Minister made under section 4 of this 
Act: 

"1:mods" has the same meanin!! as rn the Sale of Gond~ 
Ordinance; 

"manufacturer" means a person who carries on in Guv::ma 
a business of manufacturini? goods atid includes a pet'!;on 
who in Guyana manufactures goods for use in or in con• 
nection witli a bmi111css carried on hv liim h11t for the 
purposes of this defi'nitlon the making ·up of drugs to a 
formula prescribed by reference to the needs of a parti. 
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cular patient shall not be regarded as the manufacture 
of goods; 

·'manufacturing goods" means making goods or applying 
any process m the course of making goods; 

"materials" means, in relation. to a manufacturer, goods 
to which some process is applied by him by way of busi­
ness in the course of the making of goods, or which are 
used by him as aforesaid as parts of or accessories for 
the goods made; 

"prescribed" means prescribed by regulations made under 
this Act; 

"the Minister" means the Minister for the time being 
charged with responsibility for finance; 

"registered" means registered under this Act, 
"registration" shall be construed accordingly, and 
"holder of a certificate of registration" means the holder 
of a certificate of registration which is in effect for the 
time being; 
"tax'' means consumption tax chargeable by virtue of this 
Act· 

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of any definition .iQ 
this Act, allY treatment of goods which affects the goods 
or their get-up and which results in the goods becoming 
chargeable goods or becoming goods in respect of which 
tax is chargeable at a higher rate shall be deemed for all 
the purposes oi this Act to be the application ot a process 
in the course of making such goods. 

In this subsection the reference to get-up includes a 
reference to marking, labelling, packing or any other 
treatment adopted for identifying goods or presenting 
goods to the user or consumer. 

(3) For the parposes of this Act, a person shall be deemed 
to make goods, or to apply a process, if the goods are 
made or the process is applied, by another person to his 
order under any form of contract. 

(4) If it appears to the Comptroller of Customs and Excise 
(hereinafter referred to as the Comptroller) necessary for 
the protection of the revenue that for any class of goods 
the difference should be defined for the purposes of tax 
between cases where the carrying out of an operation 
amounts to a process of mahufacture and cases where it 
constitutes no more than the repair, maintenance or 
alteration of the goods to which it is applied, he may, in 
writing, specify as respects any class of goods the cases 
in which specified kinds of operations are to be treated 
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for those purposes as processes applied in the course of 
making goods. 

(5) Any reference in this Act or in any other law (whether 
enacted or made before or after the enactment of lhu. 
Act) to a rate of tax expressed as a percentage shall, un, 
less the context otherwise requires, be construed as a 
.reference to a rate amounting to that percentage of the 
value of the goods in question. 

(6) Ally reference in this Act to any other enactmem shall, 
unless the context otherwise requires be construed as a 
reference to that enactment as runended by any subsequem 
enactment, including this Act. 

PRELIMINARY 

3. ( 1) Subject to and in accordance with the provisions of thi!> 
Act and any regulations made thereunder there ,shall be raised, Jevied 
and collected at suoh rate as the Minister may determine, by order 
made under section 4 ot thns Act, a consumption tax in respect of 
any chargeable goods irr.ported into Guyana or manufactured therein, 
except chargeable goods imported or acquired as materials for, and 
used as such by, a registered manufacturer. 

(2) The tiax, subject a,i; aforesaid, shall be due and collected 
in relation to-

(a) imported chargeable goods as if the tax were an im­
port duty imposed upon such goods under the Cus­
toms Ordinance, and 

(b) chargeable goods manufactured in G uyana ait the 
tJme of the delivery of the goods from the premises 
of tihe registered manufacturer or the appropriation of 
such goods for consumption in Guyana, whichever 
is the earlier. 

(3) Where tax is chargeable oo any goods by reference to 
their vatue that value shall-

(a) if the goods are imported into Guyana be the aggre· 
gate of 

(b) 

(i) the value of tlb.e 6oods as determined under the 
Customs Ordinance: 

(ii) the amount of any customs duty payable pur­
suant to that Ordinance in respect of those g~s. 

if the goods are manufactured in Guyana, be the price 
which in the opinion of the Comptroller the good,. 
would fetch on a sale made at the time when the 
tax. in respect of such goods becomes due by a manu­
facturer selling on the open market in Guyana, 1f the 
sale were made in the circumstances specified in the 
schedule to thli Act. 
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( 4) The tax shali he under the care and management o[ the 
Comptroller, who may do ::ill such acts as may be deemed necessary 
and expedient for raising, collecting, receiving and accounting for th..: 
tax in the like and as full and ample a manner as he is authonsed 
to do in 1elation to any duties under his care and management. 

4. (1) Tbc M.inister may, by order, with rl!ference to any goods Po~~r -t. 

or particular class of goods, whether in relation to any particular cir- ~·;:,e\,,~ 
cumstances or otherwise, impose, revoke, increase or reduce any tax: 

Provided that the person who would have been liable to pay 
tax but for the revocation thereof by any such order shall deposit 
with the proper officer the tax payable immediately prior to the com­
ing into operation of that order: 

Provided further that where any tax is reduced by any such 
Order, the person liable to pay the reduced tax shall pay such reduced 
tax and in addition s·haJl deposit with the proper officer the difference 
between the tax payable immediately prior to the coming into opera­
tion of that order and the tax payable thereunder, until the order 
expires or is confirmed. a.mended or revoked as is hereinafter pro­
vided. 

(2) Any order made under this section may take effect from 
a dr,te earlier than the date on which the order is published in th.: 
Gazette, not being a date prior to the commencement of this Act. 

5. (1) Every order made under section 4 shall, within twenty- or~r 10 be 

one days from the date ?f its publication, be laid before the National =~~~~J~r 
Assembly, and the National Assembly may by resolution confirJI!, revoked. 
amend or revoke such order and upon publication of the resolution of 
the National Assembly in the Gazette, tl1e resolution shall have effect 
and the order s'hall then rexr,ire. 1f tl1e order be not laid within the 
said period or twenty-one days before the National Assembly it shall 
ipso facto expire. 

(2) In reckoning for thre purposes of subsection (1) of this 
section any period of days, no account shall be taken of auy time dur­
ing which Parliament is dissolved or prorogued or during which the 
National Assembly is adjourned for more than seven days. 

REGISTRATION 

6. ( 1) Subject to the provisions of this section and of sectionReita&ration 
9 of this Act, the following persons shall be registered under this Act, of mi.nu.. 
that is to say:- fac&urer,. 

(a) every manufacturer whose business includes t'lie d~ 
posal of chargeable goods manufactured by him; 

(b) every manufacturer who appropriates or applies to 
use in .:>r in conO'eCtion with a business carried on 
by him chargeable goods manufactured by him: 
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Provided that the Minil9ter may, by order, exempt vl!ry small 
business from registration by reference tu minimum sales of chargeable 
goods or to such other criteria as he may decide, and may adopt 
different criteria for diffcrer.t das~s of chargeable goods. 

(2) A manufacturer who is not required by subsection (I) 
of this section to be registered shall be registered if he satisfies the 
Comptroller in the prescribed manner that he uses chargeable goods 
in substantial quantities as materials. 

7. (I) Every person carrying on business in such circumstances 
that he i:, required under subsection (1) of section 6 of this Act to 
be registered shall forthwith make an application for registration w 
the prescribed form to the Comptroller. 

(2) Where a manufacturer who is by virtue of an order made 
unoa me proviso to suosccnon ( 1 J ot secuon 6 of this Act not for 
the time being registered becomes aware, or has reasonable cause for 
belkving, that such a change in the circumstances of his business has 
occurreo as to renoer mat oroer no 1onger appl1cabie to him, he ~hail 
forthwith give information t·o the Comptroller of the change. 

8. (l) The Comptroller shall, subject to the provisions of section 
Y of this Act, register every person who is required by this Adt Ito be 
regtste.::ea, and on reg1stenng any such person ~all, subject to the 
provisions of this section, issue to him a certificate of registration. 

t2) Where a person who is registered ceases to be required 
by tlhis Act to be regi5tc:rcd, the Comptroller sha!I cancel his registra­
tion. 

(3) Not Ie~s than fourtct:n days before regisLl!ring a person 
( othierwise than in accordance with an application for registration 
made by him) or cancelling the registration of a registered person 
(otherwise than with his assent under subsection (1) of the said sec­
tion 9), the Comptroller shall serve notice on him of bis intention 
to register him or to cauccl the registration, as the case may be. 

t 4) The Comptroller may, where it appears to him to he 
requisite for the security of the revenue to do so, impose as a condi­
tion of issuing a certificate of registration to a registiered person or of 
che continuance in effect of such a certificate issued to such a person-

(a) a requirement that he shall give security up to an 
amount and in a manner approved by the Comptrol­
ler for the payment of the tax for which he may be 
or become accountable; or 

(b) a requirement that be shall make representations as 
being the holder of a certificate of registration only 
in such circumstances or as respects such classes of 
goods as the Comptroller may from time to time 
direct, 
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or both of those requirements. 

(5) The fact that a person who is required to be registered 
is by virtue of any provision of this section not for the time being 
entitled to a certificate of registration shall not be treated as derogat­
ing in any respect from the effect of that requirement. 

9. (1) If in the case of any manufacturer who, apart from any c:t: 1n 

exercise of the power conferred on the Comptroller by this subsection, ;iu~atf:n 
is required by subsection (1) of section 6 of this Act to be registered, !:J.h':fd. 
the Comptroller is satisfied, on a comparative estimate of -

(a) the amount of the tax which, apart from any exercise 
of the said power, wi11 become chargeable by virtue 
of deliveries by him as being a person required by 
this Act to be registered .. and of appropriations such 
as are mentioned in subsection (2) of section 3 of 
this Act made by him as being a person so required; 
and 

(b) the amount of the tmc which. if he is not re2istered 
will become chargeable by reason of the fa-ct that 
the provMons of this Act relating to the tax as to 
acquisitio'ns or importations for a re!!isterecl pe~on 
as m::iterials will not in 1lrnt even,t a~v to l1im. 

that tlhe latter amount wi11 on the average be not Tress than the fnnner. 
the Comptroller may, if he is not already registered, refrain from 
registering him so long as the Comptro11er is so saHsfied. or if he 
is already rel!lstered. cancel his registration, and thereafter refrain from 
registering him so long as the Comptro11er is so satisfied. 

(2) Any estimate of the amount of tax chargeable in any 
circumstances to be made by the Comptroller for the purposes of sub­
section (1) of this section shall, as regards goods the valuation of 
which is to be assessed ad valorem, be made in the manner herein­
before provided by subsection (3 ) of section 3 of this Act. 

(3) As respects any period during which the Comptroller 
refrains under this section from registering a person who would other­
wise be required by suhsection ( 1) of sectioo 6 of this Act to be 
registered, that person shall be treated for the purposes of this Act 
( ofter than subsection (2) of the said section 6) as being a person 
not required to be registered. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS AS TO CHARGE OF TAX 

10. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, when a person ~~nor 

ceases to be required by this Act to be registered, he shall remain perso
1 

m . h" , , ccas n11 to 
liable in respect of anv chargeable goods then m 1s ownership, being 1>e reaia· 

goods in respect of which tax has not already been paid. 1ered. 
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(2) Payment of tax due by such a person shall, subject to 
any conditions the Comptroller may impose for the purpose of pre­
tecting the revenue, be deft:rred for such period as the Comptroller 
may allow having regard to the said purpose and to the time when 
tax in respect of the goods might have been expecred to become p-ay­
able if the person accountable for the tax had continued to be required 
to be registered; and if that person satisfies t!he ComptrollCl' that any 
of the goods have been delivered to a registered person ,;s materia1s 
or exported or shipped as stores by him within the period so allowed, 
or within any further period which the Comptroller may allow, the 
tax chargeable under this section in respect of the goods delivered or 
exported or shipped as stores shall be remitted or, if it has been paid, 
shall be repaid. 

( 3) While any tax for which a person is accountab1e by virtue 
of this section remains unpaid, any regulatons for the time being in 
force miller section 22 of this Act shal'I apply to him as if he were :i 

registered person. 

11 . ( 1 ) An acquisition shall be deemed, for the purposes of this 
Act, to be a,n acquisition of goods by a registered manufacturer as 
materials if a representation is made to the supplier in the prescribed 
mnnncr and at the prescribed time by the manufactmer that he is the 
holder of a certificate d registrnitfon issued under this Act :md that 
he intendc; to use the !!Oodls as material<: and not othernise. 

(2) Imported goods shall be deemed for the purposes of 
thi-; Act to be imported for a registered manufacturer as materials 
if the Comptroller is satisfied. on a representation to that effect made 
to him in the prescribt>d manner and at the prescribed tit"ne by a per­
son claiming to be the holder of a certificate of registration, that he 
is the holde1 of such a certificate and that he intends to u!!e the f.?OOds 
a~ materials. 

(3) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section. 
the Comptroller may. subject to such conditions a~ he mav impose. 
::illow ~ "'llanufucturer to m::ik-e reore!-ent::ition<: for !!ON~!. not beimr 
m:itf'rialc; and :inv /!OOO<: so nhtainerl shaH hf' deemed to be an acquisi: 
tion or importation. as the casf' mm1 he. for the purposes nf thic; Act. 

( 4) Where by virtue of any of the foregoing provisions of 
this section chargeable goods are, in consequence of such a represettta­
tion as i!. mentioned in those provisions. deemed to be acquired or 
imported as therein mentioned, the Comptroller may from time to time 
require the person by \llhom the representation was made to account 
for the !):oods, and in any such case. unlesc; that persm1 proves tha{ 
he has used the goods in ::iccordance with the purr,osc, for which the 
repre~ent'ation was made' or the !!oods are otherwise accounted for to 
the satisfaction of the Conmtrnller, the tax whtich, if the goods had 
not been deemed to be acquired or imported as .ifor.:,5,nid. ·.voutc1 have 
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been payable under subsection (2) of section 3 of this Act by virtue 
cf their acquisition or imp0rtation shall be deemed to have become 
payable on the making of t!he requirement and shall be recoverab~ 
from the person by wh(lm the representation was made. 

(5) If any person for the purposes of subsection (1) or sub­
section (2) or subsection ( 3) of tlhis section falsely represents that 
he is a holder of a certificate of registration, the amount of any tax 
which would have been chargeable in respect of the acqi1isition or 
importation in question if the representation had not been made to 
the supplier. or had not been acted upon by the Comptroller, as the 
case may be, shall be recoverable from that person in like manner as 
if iit had been char~able and he had been accountab'le for it, without 
prejudice to any punishment to which he is liable under section 25 
of this Act. 

12. Any question whether goods lacking in certain parts, ~noomplete 

accessories or processes are to be regarded as complete chargeable . oods. 

goods for the purposes of this Act and as such liable to tax shall be 
determined by the Comptroller. 

RELIEFS FROM TAX 

13. No t.iax shall be payable on any chargeable goods manufac- Relict for 

turcd in Guyana and s,hipped ai~ stores or exported by the registered ;~:_tMI 
manufacturer thereof in circumstances that had such goods been, or 
1f so, subject to duties of customs, the provisions of the Customs 
Ordinanc:e or the regulations made thereunder, applicable to goc,ds Cap. 309. 

exported exbonded ware/house, would apply. 

14. Tax proved to have been paid under this Act in retation Drawbact. 

t~ chargeable goods shall be subject to drawback in like manner ac; 
are duties of customs so subject under the provisions of the Customs 
Ordinance or the regulations made thereunder. Cap. 309 

15. ( 1 ) If a manufactm er proves to the satisfactlion of the Comp- !;ii~t 
troller that he has used as materials for goods in respect of which tax double 

~..:i b h' d hi h 'd charee is payable or has been paru y 1m, goo s on w c tax was pa1 on of tu. 
a previous occasion at a time when he was not the holder of a cer­
tificate of re~stration the Comptroller may remit payment of the first­
mentioned tax, or if it has been paid rnav repay it, up to an amount 
not exceeding the amount of the last-mentioned tax. 

(2) In subsection (l) of this ~ection referen~ to cases where 
a person was not 11he bolder of a certificate of registratioo include 
references to cases where, in pursuance of a requirement imposed on 
him under subsection (4) of section 8 of this Act a person refrained 
from making a representation to obtain goods without payment of 
tax. 
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16. ( l ) If any chargeable goods are lost or destroyed by un­
avoidable accident before delivery from the premises of a regisllered 
manufacturer or in shipping them for exportation or for use as stores, 
or in the course of delive1y to any such premises, the Comptroller 
may remit the tax if satisfied that such goods have not been and will 
not be used or consumed in Guyana. 

(2) If any registered manufacturer desires to destroy charge­
able goods before 1lhey have been delivered from ha premises, the 
goods may be destroyed subject to any directions which may be given 
by the Comptrolle1· and upon their destruction as aforesaid the tax 
llhereon shaU be remitted. 

COLLECTION AND ENFORCEMENT 
17. ( 1) Every person who is required by this Act to be r~gistered 

shall keep such records and accounts in such fonn, and shall preserve 
them for such period, as the Comptroller may require, and shall pm­
duce them for inspection by any offi~r or other person au'llhorised 
in that behalf by the Comptroller at such time and at such place as 
that officer or person may require. 

(2) Every person ~oncerned with the purchase, receipt, dis­
posal or importation of goods. or with the application to goods of any 
process of manufacture, or with dea1ings with imported goods, shall 
furnish to the Comptroller, in such form and manner and within 
such time as he may direct. such infom10tioo relating to the goods, 
or to tihe purchase, receipt. disposal or importa!lion of them, or to 
the ~pplicaiion of arny process of m anufacture to them, as he may 
specify, :md shall upon demand made by any officer or other person 
authorised in that beihalf by the Comptroller, produce any books or 
accounts or other documents of whatever nature relating thereto for 
in~tion or for the making of copies of or extracts therefrom hv 
tlhat offker or persoo at ~uch time ind place ::is that officer or person 
may require. 

18. For the purnoses of the administration. collection . enforce-
mPnt. remission an<f refund of the tax the orovisions of the Customs 
Ordinance (other than !'ection 23 thereof) and. except where the 
contrary intention appears. any other Jaw re1ating to customs generally. 
whether enacted or made before or after the commencement of thi~ 
Act, shall, in so far as· they are not inconsi~tent with the provisions 
of this Act or re.gulation~ made thereunder. have effect. with such ex­
centions and adantations as may be prescribed, in relation to charge­
able goods. whether Jiah]e to duties of customs or not. :ts if all such 
goods were liahle to duties of customs. and as if those duties included 
tax chargeable under this Act. 

19. Tax becoming due otherwise than by virtue of paragraph 
{a) of ~uh~pction (2) of section 3 of this Act shall be accounted for 
and paicf in accordance with regulations made under this Act. 
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20. ( 1) Where an amount is due from any person on account of 
tax, but by reason of his failure to keep or to produce or furnish to 
the proper officer the accounts, records or other documents required by 
or under this Act, or to take or permit to be taken any other step which 
he is so required to take or permit to be taken, or by reason of the 
accounts, records or other documents kept, produced or furnished being 
materially incomplete or inaccurate, the Comptroller is unable to 
ascertain the amount of tax properly due from him, the Comptroller 
may estimate the amount of tax due. 

( 2) Where an estimate of the amount of tax due from any 
person has been made under subsection (1) of this section, then (with­
out prejudice to the recovery of the full amount due or to the making 
of a further estimate in that behalf) ilie amount estimated J!hall be 
recoverable as tax properly due unless in any ' action relating thereto 
the person liable proves the amount properly due, and that amount 
is less than the amount estimated. 

Recovery 
of tax on 
Comptroller's 
estima'la. 

21. Where any person who is accountable for any tax, or on Substitution 

whom any duties are imposed by or under this Act is not resident in ~ic~"i!: 
Guyana, the Comptroller may by notice in writing served on any per~n ~, 

f t h . 'd . G d h ed rcsiden, lll agent, manager or ac or, w o 1s res1 ent m uyana an as act on Guyana. 

behalf of that person in the matters by reference to which that person 
is accountable or those duties are imposed, direct that he shall be 
substituted for that person as the person accountable for the tax, or 
that he shall be under an obligation to discharge those duties or any 
of them. 

22. (1) The Minister may make regulations providing for any Re11uluion,. 

matter for which provision appears to him necessary for the purpose 
of giving effect to the provisions of this Act and of enabling the Comp-
troller to discharge his functions thereunder and in particular, but 
without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing -

(a) for the payment and collection of tax; 
(b) for requiring security for the payment of tax; 
(c) for requiring importers, exporters, manufacturers, or 

any person concerned in the importation, exportation 
or manufacture of goods to furnish to the Cornptroller 
within such time and in such form as he may r1:quire 
such information relating to such goods or any dealings 
therewith as he may specify, and to produce for in­
spection any books or accounts, or other documents 
of whatever nature relating thereto; 

(d) for regulating the manner and conditions under which 
chargeable goods may be dealt with by importers and 
manufacturers in the course of their business; 

(e) for prescribing anything which by this Act is required 
or authorised to be prescribed. 

( 2) Any regulation may in addition to any other penalty pre­
scribed by this Act for a breach thereof provide for the levying of 
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distress upon, or the seizure or forfeiture of, any chargeable goods or 
the machinery or means used in the manufacture of or conveyance 
of such goods. 

(3) Regulations made under this section shall be laid before 
the National Assembly within twenty-one days after they are made, 
and if the National Assembly, within the period of thirty days be­
ginning with the day on which any such regulations are laid before 
it, resolves that the regulations be annuJied, they shall be thereby 
annulled and the regulations so annulled shall thenceforth become 
void and of no effect but without prejudice to the validity of anything 
previouly done under the regulations or to the making of new regu­
lations. 

( 4) In reckoning for the purposes of subsection ( 3) of this 
section any period of days, no account shall be taken of any time 
during which Parliament is dissolved or prorogued or during which the 
National Assembly is adjourned for more than seven days. 

23. ( 1) If any registered manufacturer fails to produce to any 
officer, on his request, any chargeable goods manufactured by him 
and not delivered or used and in respect of which tax has not been 
paid in accordance with the provisions of this Act, he shall imme­
riiately pay to the Comptroller the tax due on such goods not produced 
save and except in respect of any deficiency thereof which is shown 
to the satisfaction of the Comptroller to be duf'! to leakage, evaporation 
or absorption. 

( 2) In addition to paying the tax on such goods not produced, 
the manufacturer shall incur a fine of treble the value of such goods, 
or five hundred dollars, whichever is the greater. 

(3) If at any time the quantity of chargeable goods found on 
the premises of a manufacturer is in excess of the quantity which, ac­
cording to the books of the manufacturer should be therein, all such 
quantity in excess shall be forfeited, and the IDanufacturer shall incur 
a fine equal to the value of the goods so found in excess, unless he 
furnishes an explanation to the satisfaction of the Comptroller. 

24. ( 1) An officer may at any time take, from the goods in the 
possession of any person in t}je course of a business which includes 
the manufacture, receipt or disposal of chargeable goods, such 
samples as the officer may require with a view tt> deti:rmining how 
the goods or the materials of which they are made ought to be or 
ought to have beein treated for purposes of tax. 

( 2) Any sample taken under this section shall be disposed of 
~nd accounted for in such manner as the Comptroller may direct. 

25. ( l) If any person is knowingly concerned in, or in the talcing 
of steps with a view to, the fraudulent evasion by him or any other 
person, of tax in respect of any goods, he shall be liable to a fine of 
two thousand five hundred dollars or treble the amount of the tax, 
whichever is the greater, or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
two vears. or to both such fine and imprisonment. 
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( 2) If any person -

(a} with intent to deceive, for the purposes of this Act or 
of regulations made thereunder, produces, furnishes, 
sends or otherwise makes use of, any book, account, 
estimate, return or other document, which is false in 
a material particular; or 

( b) in furnishing any information for the purposes of this 
Act or of regulations made thereunder, makes any 
statement which he knows to be false in a material 
particular, or recklessly makes any statement which is 
false in a material particular; or 

(c) with intent to deceive, counterfeits, or uses, or lends 
to, or allows to be used by, any other person, a certifi­
cate of registration issued under this Act, or makes or 
has in his possession any document so closely re­
sembling such a certificate as to be calculated to 
deceive; or 

(d) for the purposes of section 11 of this Act makes a false 
representation as to his intention to use goods otherwise 
than as represented, 

be shall be liable to a fine of two thousand five hundred dollars or 
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years, or to both 
such fine and imprisonrrent. 

(3) If any person acquires possession of or deals with any 
goods having reason to believe that tax chargeable in respect of them 
has been or will be evaded, he shall be liable to a fine of two thousand 
five hundred dollars or three times the amount of the tax, whichever 
is the greater. 

(4) If any person fails to comply with 

(a) any of the requirements of section 7 of this Act; or 
(b) any requirement imposed by or under section 17 or 24 

or 27 of this Act; or 

(c) any requirement imposed by or under regulations made 
under section 22 of this Act, 

he shall be liable to a fine of one thousand dollars, and a further fine 
of fifty dollars for each day during which he fails to fulfil the require­
ment after notice thereof in writing by the Comptroller has been served 
upon him. 

26. ( 1) Subject to the provisions of section 252 of the Customs Suwie­

Ordinance any enactment which has effect in relation to penalties ;:!.:1v!r:ns 
ilnposed or incurred, or any sums of money recoverable, under - ~· to ea-, .orcemen 

(a) the Customs Ordinance; or 

(b) any enactment relating to the revenue of excise under 
the care and management of the Comptroller, 

and no'!lccs. 
Cap. 309. 
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shall have effect in relation to a penalty imposed by or sum of money 
recoverable under this Act as if it had been imposed by, or recoverable 

under the said Ordinanc~ or such an enactment as is mention~d in (b) 
above. 

(2) An officer may at any time (but by night only in the 
company of a member of the police force attired in uniform) enter 
upon any premises which there is reasonable cause to believe to 
be used in connection with the carrying on of the business of a manu­
facturer of chargeable goods and examine and take account of the 
goods and examine and take copies of books, records and documents 
relating to such business as are found therein. 

( 3) If any officer, having demanded admittance into such 
premises is not immediately admitted, t1he manuf~cturer shall be 
guilty of an offence and on conviction shall be liable to a fine not 
exceeding one thousand dollars, and in any such case it shall be lawful 
for the officer or any person acting in his aid or assistance at any 
time by night or by day, to break open by force such of the doors 
or windows, or break through such of the ·walls, of any part of 
such premises as may be reasonably necessary for the purpose of 
entering such premises. 

( 4) Where any sum is owing by a manufacturer in respect 
of any tax or of any penalty incurred by him under this Act, all goods 
liable to tax, whether, or not that tax has been paid, and all materials 
for manufacturing or producing any such goods and all apparatus, 
equipment, machinery, tools, vessels and utensils for, or for preparing 
any such materials for, such manufacture or production~ or by which 
the trade in respect of which the tax ls imposed is carried on, which 
are in the possession or cw,tody of thatmanufacturer or of any agent 
of his or of any other person on hi5 behalf or which, whether or 
not still in such custody or possession, were in such custody or 
possession -

(a) at the time when the tax was charged or became 
chargeable or at any time while it was owing; or 

(b) at the time of the commission of the offence for 
which the penalty was incurred, 

shall be liable to be taken in execution in default of the payment of 
that sum. 

(5) Nothing in the foregoing subsection shall authorise the 
seizure of anything sold for full and valuable consideration to a 
bona fide purchaser and delivered into his possession before the 
seizure or the issue of any warrant or process for distress: 

Provided that where a seizure has been made pursuant 
to that subsection, the burden of proof that the tihing so seized is 
by virtue of this subsection not liable to be seized shall lie upon the 
person claiming that it is not so liable. 
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( 6) Where any tax payable by a manufacturer remains un­
paid after the time within which it is payable, the proper officer 
may by warrant signed by him empower any person to distrain 
anything liable to be taken in execution under this section and to 
sell anything so distrained by public auction, after giving six days 
notice of the sale. 

( 7) The proceeds of sale of any such distress as aforesaid 
shall be applied in or towards payment of the costs and expenses of 
the distress and sale and in or towards payment of the tax due 
from the manufacturer and the surplus. if any, shall be paid to 
the manufacturer. 

(8) The provisions of the Auctioneers Ordinance shall not Cap. 349. 

apply to any sale by auction authorised by the provisions of this 
Act. 

27. A registered person shall -

(a) provide and maintain such appliances and afford such 
other facilities reasonable necessary to enable an officer 
to take any account or make any examination or search 
or to perform any other of his duties on the premi~s 
of that person; 

(b) keep any appliances so provided in a convenient place 
approved by the proper officer for that purpose; 

(c ) allow the proper officer at any time to use anything so 
provided and give him any assistance necess·ary for 
the performance of his duties. 

SCHEDULE Section 3 (3 ) (b) 

DETERMINATION OF VALUE 
1. For the purpose of computing the price which goods to 

be valued would fetch on such a sale as is mentioned in paragraph (b) 
of subsection ( 3) of section 3 of this Act. the following circumstances 
shall be assumed. -

2. It shall be assumed -

(a) that any commission or other costs, charges or ex­
penses incidental to the making of the contract of 
sale are to be paid by the seller; 

(b) that the price is the sole consideration for the sale; 
( c) that neither the seller nor any person associated in 

business with him has any interest direct or indirect, 
In the subsequent re-sale or disposal of the goods; and 

(d) that there has not been and will not be any commer­
cial relationship between the seller and the buyer 
whether created by contract or otherwise, other than 
that created by the sale. 

Power to 
requin: 
provision 
of facili­
ties etc. 
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3. ( ! ) Where the goods to be valued are goods made in accord­
ance with a patented invention or are goods to which a registered design 
bas been applied, it shall also be assumed for the purpose of computing 
the price aforesaid that the buyer under the sale mentioned in para­
graph (b) of subsection (3) of section 3 of this Act is not the patentee 
or the proprietor of the design and has not paid any sum or given any 
consideration by way of royalty or otherwise in respect of the patent 
or design and. on payment of the price, will be entitled to deal with 
the goods free from any restriction as regards the patent or design. 

( 2) Where the goods to be valued are goods consisting of or 
containing matter in which copyright subsists it shall also be assumed 
for the purpose of computing the price aforesaid that the buyer under 
the sale mentioned in paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 3 
of this Act is not the owner of the copyright and has not paid any 
sum or given any consideration by way of royalty or otherwise in 
respect of the copyright and, on payment of the price, will be entitled 
to deal with the goods free from any restriction as regard!- the copy­
right. 

4. Where the seller of goods to be valued -

(a) 

(b) 

is, or is associated in business with. the proprietor 
or a registered user of a trade mark registered in 
respect of the goods; or 

could have sold them under such trade mark with­
out infringing the right to the use of the trade mark 
given by the registration thereof, 

it shall also be assumed, for the purpoc;e of computing the price afore­
said that the sale mentioned in paragraph (b)of subsection (3) of 
~ection 3 of this Act is a sale under the said trade mark, unless it 
is shown to the satisfaction of the Comptroller that the goods to be 
valued have not at any time been. and security is given, to the satis­
faction of the Comptroller, that they will not be, so sold by or on 
behalf of the seller or any person associated in business with him. 

5. Where a particular form of get-up is used in Guyana by 
any per$0n in relation to the goods of the class to which the ~ods 
to be valued belong. and the goods to be valued are the goods of 
that person, it shall also be assumed for the purpose of computing the 
price aforesaid that the sale mentioned in paragraph (b) of subsection 
( 3) of section 3 of this Act is a sale of the goods got-up in that 
form unless it is shown to the satisfaction of the Comptroller that 
the goods to be valued have not at any time been and security is 
given, to the satisfaction of tihe Comptroller, that they will not be, 
so sold by or on behalf of the seller or any person associated in 
business with him. 

6. For the purposes of this Schedule, two persons shall be 
deemed to be associated in business with one aQother if whether 
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directly or indirectly, either of them has an interest in the business 
or property of the other or both have a common interest in any business 
or property, or, some third person has an interest in the business or 
property of both of them. 

Pc.ssed by the National A.ssembly on the 26th of June, 1969. 

M. B. HENRY 
Acting Clerk of the Nationul Assemblv. 

(G. 580 Ill) 
(Bill No. 13/ 1969) 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17



