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for those purposes as processes applied in the course of
making goods.

(5) Any reference in this Act or in any other law (whether
enacted or made before or after the emactment of this
Act) to a rate of tax expressed as a percentage shall, un
'--5 the context otherwise requires, be construed as a
__.rence to a rate amounting to that percentage of the
value of the goods in question.

(6) Any reference in this Act to any other enacunent shall,
unless the context otherwise requires be construed as a
reference to that enactment as amended by any subsequent
enactment, including this Act.

PRELIM™ ARY

3. (1) Subject to and in accordance with the provisions of this
Act and any regulations made thereunder there shall be raised, levied
and collected at such rate as the Minister may determine, by order
made under section 4 of this Act, a consumption tax in respect of
any chargeable goods imported into Guyana or manufactured therein,
except chargeable goods imported or acquired as materials for, and
used as such by, a registered maaufacturer.

(2) The tax, subject as aforesaid, shall be due and collected
in relation to—

(a) imported chargeable goods as if the tax were an im-
port duty imposed upon such goods under the Cus-
toms Ordinance, and

(b) chargeable gnnds manufactured in Guyana at the
tme of the ¢ wvery of the goods from the premises
of the registered manufacturer or the appropriation of
such goods for consumption in Guyana, whichever
is the earlier.

(3) Where tax is chargeable on any goods by reference to
their value that value shall—

(a) if the goods are imported into Guyana be the aggre-
gate of
(i) the value of the goods as determined under the
Customs Ordinance:
(ii) the amount of any customs duty payable pur-
suant to that Ordinance in respect of those goods.

(b) if the goods are manufactured in Guyana, be the price
which in the opinion of the Comptroller the goods
would fetch on a sale made at the time when the
tax in respect of such goods becomes due by a manu-
facturer selling on the open market in Guyana, if the
sale were made in the circumstances specified in the
schedule to this Act.
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Provided that the Minister may, by order, exempt very small
business from registration by reference tv minimum sales of chargeable
goods or to such other criteria as he may decide, and may adopt
Jifterent cri 1 for diffcrent classes of chargeable goods.

(2) A manufacturer who is not requi by subsection (1)
of this section to be registered shall be registered if he satisfies the
Comptroller in the prescribcd manner that he uses chargeable goods
in substantial quantities as materials.

7. (1) Every person carrying on business in such circumstances
that he 1> required under s»tsection (1) of section 6 of this Act to
be registered shall forthw make an application for registration in
the prescribed form to the Comptroller.

(2) Where a manufacturer who is by virtue of an order made
undei the proviso 1o suabsecuon (1) of section 6 of this Act not for
the time being registercd beccmes aware, or has reasonable cause for
believing, that such a change  the circumstances of his business has
occurrea ds 1o render tnat oraer no longer applicabie to hinmy, he shail
ferthwith give information to the Comptroller of the change.

& (1) The Comptroller shall, st :ct to the provisions of section
9 of Act, register cvery person wuv is required by this Adt to be
registercd, and on registening any such person shall, subject to the
provisions of this section, issuc to him a certificate of registration.

{2) Where a person who is rezistered ceases to be required
by this Act to be registcyed, the Comptrolier shall cancel his registra-
tion.

(3) Not less than fourteen days before regisicring a person
(otherwise than in accordance with an application ior registration
made by him) or cancelling the registration of a registered person
(otherwise than with his assent under subsection (1) of the said sec-
tion 9), the Comptroller shall serve notice on him of his intention
to register him or to cauccl the registration, as the casc may be.

(4) The Comptroller may, where it appears to him to be
requisite for the sec™ “ of the revenue to do so, impose as a condi-
tion of issuing a cer _.te of registration to a registered person or of
the continuance in effect of such a certificate issued to such a person—

(a) a requirement that hc shall give security up to an
amount and in a manner approved by the Comptrol-
ler for the ayment of the tax for which he may be
or become accountable; or

(b) a requirement that he shall make representations as
being the holder of a certificate of registration only
in such circumstances or as respects such classes of
goods as the Comptrolier may from time to time
direct,
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(2) Payment of tax due by such a person shall, subject to
any conditions the Comptroller may impose for the purpose of pre-
tecting the revenue, be deferred for such period as the Comptroller
may allow having regard to the said purpose and to the time when
tax in respect of the goods might have been expected to become pay-
able if the person accountable for the tax had comntinued to be required
to be registered; and if that person satisfies the Comptroller that any
of the goods have been delivered to a registered person s inaterials
or exported or shipped as stores by him within the period so allowed,
or within any further - >d which the Comptroller may allow, the
tax chargeable under this section in respect of the goods delivered or
exported or shipped as stores shall be remitted or, if it has been paid,
shall be repaid.

(3) While any tax for which a person is accountable by virtue
of this section remains unpaid, any regulatons for the time being in
force under section 22 of this Act shall apply to him as if he were a
registered person.

11. (1) An acquisition shall be deemed, for the purposes of this
Act, to be an acquisition of goods by a registered manufacturer as
materials if a representation is made to the supplier in the prescribed
manner and at the prescribed time by the manufacturer that he is the
holder of a certificate ef reeistration issued wnder this Act, and that
he intends to use the goode as materials and not otherwise.

(2) Imported goods shall be deemed for the purposes of
this Act to be imported for a registered manufacturer as materials
if the Comptroller is satisfied. on a representation to that effect made
to him in the prescribed manner and at the prescribed time by a pet-
son claiming to be the holder of a certificate of registration, that he
is the holder of such a certificate and that he intends to use the goods
as materials.

(3) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section.
the Comptroller mav. subject to such conditions as he may imposc.
allow a =manufacturer ¢ make renresentations for cocds not being
materials and anv goods so obtained shall be deemed to be an acquisi-
tion or importation. as the case mav he. for the purposes of this Act.

(4) Where by virtue of any of the foregoing provisions of
this section ch  eable goods are, in consequence of such a representa-
tion as is met...uned in those provisions. deemed to be acquired or
imported as therein mentioned. the Comptroller may from time to time
require the person by whom the representation was made to account
for the goods, and in any such case. unless that person proves thai
he has used the goods in accordance with the purposes for which the
representation was made or the coods are otherwise accounted for to
the satisfaction of the Comnotroller, the tax which, if the goods had
not been deemed to be acquired or imported as aforosaid. -would have
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16. (1) If any chargeable goods are lost or destroyed by um-
avoidable accident before delivery from the premises of a registered
manufacturer or in shif g them for exportation or for use as slores,
or in the course of di :y to any such premises, the Comptroller
may remit the tax if sausned that such goods have not been and will
not be used or consumed in Guyana.

(2) If any registered manufacturer desires to destroy charge-
able goods before th= have been delivered from his premises,'the
goods may be destroy  subject to any directions which may be given

by the Comptroller and upon their destruction as aforesaid the tax
thereon shall be remitted.

COLLECTION AND ENFORCEMENT

17. (1) Every person who is required by this Act to be registered
shall keep such records a " accounts in such form, and shall preserve
them for such period, as ...2 Comptroller may require, and shall pro-
duce them for inspection by ~-v officer or other person authorised
in that behalf by the Comptrc r at such time and at such place as
that officer or person may require.

(2) Every person concerned with the purchase, receipt, dis-
posal or importation of zoods. or _h the application to goods of any
process of manufacture, or with dealings with imported goods, shall
furnish to the Comptrol , in such form and manner and within
such time as he may direct. such information relating to the goods,
or to the purchase, receipt. disposal or mmportation of them, or to
the application of any process of manufacture to them, as he may
specifv. and shall upon demand made by any officer or other person
authorised in that behalf by the Comptroller, produce any books or
accounts or other documents of whatever nature relating thereto for
inspection or for the n ing of copies of or extracts therefrom bv
that officer or person at such time and place as that officer or person
may require.

18. For the pumoses of the administration. coMection. enforce-
ment. remission and refund ~ the tax the provisions of the Customs
Ordinance (other than sec n 7?2 thereof) and. except where the
contrarv intention appears. o ' law relating to customs generally,
whether enacted or made = re or after the commencement of this
Act, shall, in so far as they are not inconsistent with the provisions
of this Act or regulations made thereunder. have effect. with such ex-

centions and adantations a: be prescribed, in relation to charge-
able goods. whether liable ties of customs or not. as if all such
roods were liahle to duties stoms. and as if those duties included

tax chargeable under this Act.

19. Tax becoming due otherwise than by virtue of paragraph
(a} of suhsection (2) of section 3 of this Act shall be accounted for
and paid in accordance with regulations made under this Act.
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distress upon, or the seizure or forfeiture of, any chargeable goods or
the machinery or means used in the manufacture of or conveyance
of such goods.

(3) Regulations made under this section shall be laid before
the National Assembly wit' " twenty-one days after they are made,
and if the National Assem...,, within the period of thirty days be-
ginning with the day on which any such regulations are laid before
it, resolves that the rtegulations be annulied, they shall be thereby
annulled and the regulations so annulled shall thenceforth become
void and of no effect but without prejudice to the validity of anything
previouly done under the regulations or to the making of new regu-
lations.

(4) In reckoning for the purposes of subsection (3) of this
section any period of days, no account shall be taken of any time
during which Parliament is dissolved or prorogued or during which the
National Assembly is adjourned for more than seven days.

23. (1) If any registered manufacturer fails to produce to any
officer, on his request, any chargeable goods manufactured by him
and not delivered or used and in respect of which tax has not been
paid in accordance with the ~r~visions of this Act, he shall imme-
diately pay to the Comptroller  tax ~ = on such goods not produced
save and except in respect of any dewuency thereof which is shown
to the satisfaction of the Comptroller to be due to leakage, evaporation
or absorption.

(2) In addition to paying the tax on such goods not produced,
the manufacturer shall incur a fine of treble the value of such goods,
or five hundred dollars, whichever is the greater.

(3) If at any time the quantity of chargeable goods found on
the premises of a manufacturer is in excess of the quantity which, ac-
cording to the books of the manufacturer should be therein, all such
quantity in excess shall be forfeited, and the manufacturer shall incur
a fine equal to the value of the goods so found in excess, unless he
furnishes an explanation to the satisfaction of the Comptroller.

24. (1) An officer may at any time take, from the goods in the
possession of any person in the course of a business which indludes
the manufacture, receipt or disposal of chargeable goods, such
samples as the officer may reqrir~ with a view to determining how
the goods or the materials of v :h they are made ought to be or
ought to have been treated for purposes of tax.

(2) Any sample taken under this section shall be disposed of
and accounted for in such manner as the Comptroller may direct.

25. (1) If any person is knowingly concerned in, or in the taking
of steps with a view to, the fraudulent evasion by him or any other
person, of tax in respect of any goods, he shall be liable to a fine of
two thousand five hundred dollars or treble the amount of the tax,
whichever is the greater, or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
two vears, or te both such fine and imprisonment.
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shall have effect in relation to a penalty imposed by or sum of money
recoverable under this Act as if it had been imposed by, or recoverable
under the said Ordinance or such an enactment as is mentioned in (b)
above.

(2) An officer may at any time (but by night only in the
company of a member of the police force attired in uniform) enter

upon premises w' 1 there is reasonmable cause to believe to
be usec .. counection V..... the carrying on of the business of &  inu-
facturer of chargeable goods and examine and take account the

goods and examine and take copies of books, records and documents
relating to such business as are found therein.

(3) If any officer, having demanded admittance into such
premises is not immediately admitted, the manufacturer shall be
guilty of an offence and on conviction s be liable to a fine not
exceeding one thousand dollars, and in any such case it shall be lawful
for the officer or any person acting in his aid or assistance at any
time by night or by day, to break open by force such of the doors
or windows, or break through such of the walls, of any part of
such premises as may be reasonably necessary for the purpose of
entering such premises.

(4) Where any sum is owing by a manufacturer in respect
of any tax or of any penalty incurred by him under this Act, all goods
liable to tax, whether, or not that tax has been paid, and all materials
for manufacturing or producing any such goods and all apparatus,
equipment, machinery, tools, vessels and utensils for, or for preparing
any such materials for, -~-% manufacture or production, or by which
the trade in respect of 1. :h the tax Is imposed is carried on, which

are in the possession or custody of thatmanufacturer or of agent
of his or of any other person on his behalf or which, ¥ ler or
not still in such custody or possession, were in such custody or
possession —

(a) at the time when the tax was charged or became
chargeable or at any time while it was owing; or

(b) at the time of the commission of the offence for
which the penalty was incurred,

shall be liable to be taken in execution in default of the payment of
that sum.

(5) Nothing in the foregoing subsection shall authorise the
seizure of anything sold for full and valuable consideration to a
bona fide purchaser and delivered into his possession before the
seizure or the issue of any warrant or process for distress:

Provided that where a seizure has been made pursuant
to that subsection, the burden of proof that the thing so seized is
by virtue of this subsection not liable to be seized shall lie upon the
person clajming that it is not so liable.
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3. (I) Where the goods to be valued are goods made in accord-
ance with a patented invention or are goods to which a registered design
has been applied, it shall also be assumed for the purpose of computing
the price aforesaid that the buyer under the sale mentioned in para-
graph (b) of subsection (3) of section 3 of this Act is the patentee
or the proprietor of the design and has not paid any suum or given any
consideration by way of royalty or otherwise in respect of the patent
or design and. on payment of the price, will be entitled to deal with

- goods free from anv restriction as regards the patent or design.

(2) Where the goods to be valued are goods consisting of or
containing matter in which copyright subsists it shall also be assumed
for the purpose of computing the price aforesaid that the buyer under
the sale mentioned in paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section 3
of this Act is not the owner of the copyright and has not paid any
sum or given any consideration by way of royalty or otherwise in
respect of the copyright and, on payment of the price, will be entitled
to deal with the goods free from any restriction as regards the copy-
right.

Where the seller of goods to be valued —

(a) is, or is associated in business with. the proprietor
or a registered user of a trade mark registered in
respect of the zoods; or

(b) could have sold them under such trade mark with-
out infringing the right to the use of the trade mark
given by the registration thereof,

it shall also be assumed, for the purpose of computing the price afore-
said that the sale mentioned in paragraph (b)of subsection (3) of
section 3 of this Act is a sale under the said trade mark, unless it
is shown to the satisfaction of the Comptroller that the goods to be
valued have not at any time been. and security is given, to the satis-
faction of the Comptroller, that they will not be, so sold by or on
behalf of the seller or any person associated in business with him.

5. Where a particular form of get-up is used in Guyana by
any person in relation to the goods of the class to which the goods
to be valued belong. and the goods to be valued are the goods of
that person, it shall also be assumed for the purpose of computing the
price aforesaid that the sale mentioned in paragraph (b) of subsection
(3) of section 3 of this Act is a sale of the goods got-up in that
form unless it is shown to the satisfaction of the Comptroller that
the goods to be valued have not at any time been and security is
given, to the satisfaction of the Comptroller, that they will not be,
so sold by or on behalf of the seller or any person associated in
business with him.

6. For the purposes of this Schedule, two persons shall be
deemed to be associated in business with one another if whether
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