
Governor. 

~ BRITISH G1JTANA. 
ORDINANCE NO. /6 OF 1933. 

AN ORDINANCE to provide for the collection of Acreage Tuee. 

BE it enacted by the Governor of British Guiana, with the advice 
and consent or the Legislative Council thereof, as follows :-

A.D. 1933. 

1. This Ordinance m1iy be cited as the Acreage Tax Ordinance, Short Titll!. 
1933. 

2.-(1) The proprietor of any plantation or of land in respect or 
• which any acreage tax is payable shall on or before the thirty-first 

day of Jo.nuary a.nd the thirty-first day 0£ July, in each year, furnish 
1.o the Commissioner of Lands and Mines (hereina.[ter referred to as 
the Commissioner) a return in form No. 1 contained in the Schedule 
hereto (or iu any other forQl from time to time approved by the 
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Governor in Council by nolice in the Gazette) duly filled up and 
signed by the proprietor, with a declaration signed by him that the 
statements contained in the return a.re to the best of his knowledge 
and beHef, true and accurate. All returns shall be filled in on a 
printed form. 

(2) When the proprietor is absent from the Colony his attorney 
or agent in the Colony, and when auy plantation or land is occupied 
by any person other than the proprietor or his agent the occupier 
shall furnish the return in manner aforesaid. 

(3) The return to be furnished in January shall give the 
information required for the six months ending on the thirty-first 
clo.y of December in the year immediately preceding, an:l the return 
to l:e furnished in July shall give the information required for the 
six: months ending on the thirtieth day of June in the same year. 

3. When an acreage tax is levied specifically on lands under cane 
cultivation, the land to be deemecl under cnne cultivation ancl liable 
for the payment of tile tax shall include all the land lying between 
the cane plants aml the land occupied by the small drains ancl para­
pets in a cane field. 

4. Every person liable to make a return under tliis Ordinance who 
fails or omits to furnish to the Commissioner within Uw time pre­
scribed by this Ordiu:wce, uny retnrn shall be gnilty of an offence, 
and, on conviction thereof, shall ue liable to a penalty not excee<l­
iug twenty-four <lol1a1·s, and to a like penalty for each period of 
se\•en days dm·ing which the failure or omission may continue after 
that conviction. 

5. Every person who wilfully makes a false statement in any 
roturn unuer this Ordinance shall be guilty of an offence, and on 
conviction thereof shall be liable to a penalty of two hundred and 
forty dollars, 

6.-(1) The Commissioner or any surveyor employed by the 
Department of Lands and Mines, and any person employed with 
him, may enter at all reasonable times upon any lands in reilpect of 
which any acreage lax is payable, after giving seveu days previeus 
notice in writing to the proprietor of those lands or bis agent 
attorney, or, where the lands are not occupied by the proprietor or 
his agent, to the occupier thereof, and may survey and measure them. 

.. 

(2) E,·e1-y person who obstructs the Commissioner or any • 
surveyor employed by the Department of L1mds and Mines, or any one 
employed with the Commissioner or with the surveyor shall be 
guilty of an offence, and, on conviction thereof, shall be Hable to a. 
penalty not exceeding fifty d~llars, 

• 
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ACRE.AGE TAX. lNo. /b · 
7.-(1) On receiving any return required by this Ordinance to be 

furnished to the Commissioner, the Commissioner shall give a 
certificate in form No. 2 in the Schedule to the prC'prietor or bis 
attorney or agent or to the occupier (as the case may be) of the plan­
tation or land in respect of which acreage tax is payable stating the 
number r,f acres in respect of which it is payable, and, w!.tere it is 
payable at different rates in respect of different parte of the planta­
tion or lallll, stating the acrenge of each such part and the rate aL 
which it is payable thereon, an<l while that certi6cate remains in 
force the number of acreR stated therein shall be deemed the number 
in reRpect or and for which the tnx specified is payable. 

(2) If tbc certificate is gi van attar the first day of January, and 
bel'ore the thirtieth day of June in any year, it shall remain in foree 
until the thirtieth day of Juno Lhen next ensuing and no longer, and 
if it is given a[ter the thirtieth rhy of June in any year, and before 
the thirty-first day of December then next ensuing, it shall remain 
in force until the thirty-first day of December Lhen next ensuing, 
and no longer. 

(3) If the proprietor of any plantation or land in respect of which 
acreage tax is payable or his attorney or agent or the occupier (as 
the case may be) considers that the number of acres stated in the cer­
tificate of the Commissioner is not the correct number he may require 
the plantation or land to be surveyed, and thereupon, as soon as it is 
practicable to do so, the land shall be surveyed by the Department 
cf Lands and Mines at his expense if the certificate is found to be 
correct within a limit of error not exceeding two per centum, and 
that e:i...-pcnse, in default of payment, ma.y be recovered by parate 
execution. 

8. Unless otherwiso directed by the Ordinance levying the 
tax, acreage tax shall be payable in two equal instalments, one o[ 
which shall become payable on the first day of ,June, and the othor 
on the firsl day of December, the a.mount of each instalmellt beina 
calculated according to the certificate in force. ,., 
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9. Every amount due for acreage tax shall be paid to the Mode of 
Cow missioner. payment 

10.-(1) Every amount due for acreuge tax may be recovered at 
the instance of the Commissioner by par1.1.te execution against the 
proprietors of the plantation or land, in respect of which it is 
payable, without naming those proprietors, and a certiticate pur­
porting to be signed by the Commissioner, stating the number of 
acres liable to tnxation and the amount due from the proprietors 
of the plantation or land mentioned therein for the tax shall be 
deemed, without proof of tho signature, prima facie proof in all 
courts of law that the sqm so certified to be due is due and owin~. 
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(2) That sum, except in the onse or any plantation wholly or 
in part under cane cultivation, may be recovered by levy and sale 
of the part or parls only of the lands in respect nf which it is 
pnyahle which suffice for its recovery, with costs. 

(3) Any occu pier, other than the proprietor or bis agent, of 
ony plant:ition or ]and in respect of which o.creage tax is payable, 
mny pny any acreage tax left unpaid by the p1oprietor or his 
attorney, and may deduct any amount so paid from any rent pay­
a hie hy him, or recover it from such proprietor. 

11. This Ordinance shall not apply to any acreage rat1, imposed 
by any autl1ority other than the Legislative Council, 

12. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this 
Ordinance, acreage tax shall be levied and paid for the complete 
period intervening between the last date on which such acreage tax 
was due nod pnytible under the Acreage Tax Ordinance nml the date 
on which tho first instalment shall become payable under this 
Ordinance. 

13. Penalties impo!>e1l under this Ordinance shall be reco,·ercd 
and enforced under the Summary Jurisdiction Ordinances. 

14. The Acreage Tax Ordinance is hereby repealed. 

Passed by the Legislative Council this 14th clay of June, 
193:l. 

(M.P. 3981/30). 



SCHEDULE. 

l<'OKM NO. 1. 

ltETURN OF ACREAGE. 

Section 2. 

(T• •, uaeii in calt of tand, ~ting pu.rt oJ ,r 1111>rktd ,oith. u. .-i«nt<:hot1 containing more th.&n 6 aorts und,r ou.nt cu!ti1111tion.). 

R.BTURN made by the , of Plantation aituate on the 
and Colo1iy of British Guiall3 In complumce with the Acreage Tllx Ordin1moe, Ul33. 

in the Oouuty of 

Section. Section. Section. Section. 

--
Section. Section. Section, , Section. 8ection. Total. 

English English English Engliah Englieh Engli.eh Engli&h I EngUeh English English Aore8, 
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Total area. ~ 
l, the undersigned, do hereby declare that to the be1t of my knowledge and belief, the abon is a true and correet statement of the Acreage of 

Plantation during the si ~ months ended the day of , 19 

___ Dated a.t this day of , l!l 
!SOT& -·rhe return is to b'l •ignecl by the proprietor or by the attorney or egent or ~he 1.roprletor, or by the occupier, as the case mar ~. 
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l<'OR\l NO. 2. 

ACREAGE TAX CERTU'ICATE. 

l HEREBY C!:RTIFY that the Acreage Tax pay11.ble in respect of Plantation ) 

situate on the in the county of 

&S per Return for six months from the 1st day of 19 , to the 

19 , ia as follows:-

acres lil cane culLh•atiou at $ per acre per 

da.y of 

Acreage Tax on 

annum being 

p11.yable on 

moiety of Acreage Tax in res[lect o( the yea1 19 

19 $ 

loterest on Acreage T!l.X at 6% per &nnuw to tate of payment $ 

To the Proprietor, 
Plantation 

CommiBBioner ol Lanrls and Mines. 
19 

PHl!,Tln BJ TBS GOHBNMSNT PlllNTrU or BIITUIB GOIANA, 
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