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Governor. 
J U September, 1933 . 

BR1'I18H GUIANA. 
ORDINANCE NO. 'J.7 OF 1933. 

AN ORDINANCE to make provision for the registration of Opticians, A.D. 1933. 

to regulate the practice of sight-tt1sting and for purposes 
incidental thoreto. 

BE it enacted by the Governor of British Guiana, with the advice 
and consent of the Legislative Council thereof, a9 follows:-

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Opticians Ordinance, 1933. SliorL TiLle. 

2. In thil:i Ordinance unless the context olhorwise require!:!-

" Boanl '' means Lbo me<lical uoarcl cous ti tuteJ under lhe pro­
visions of the Colouia.l McJical Sorvices (Cousoli<laLion) 
Ordinance; 
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11 Medical Practitioner" means a medical practitioner registered 
under the provisions of the Colonial Medical Services 
(Consolidation) Ordinan<'e ; 

11 Optician II means a sight-testing optician ; 
" Register II or II Opticians Register " means the register of 

opticians required to be kept in accordance with this 
Ordinance; 

" Secretary " means the secretary to the medical board. 

3.-(1 ) The secretary shall keep a register in the form contained 
in the Schedule to this Ordinance (to be styled the Opticians 
Register) of all persons registered as opticiant1 under this 
Ordin11nce. 

(2) The secretary shall enter in the register the names and 
particulars required of all persons whom the Board shall direct to 
be registered. 

4. No person unless duly registered under the provisions of this 
Ordinance shall practise sight-testing in the Colony either for or 
without reward or carry on business as an optician or take or use 
the title ot' optician (either alone or in combination with any other 
word or words) or any name, title, addition or description implying 
that be is registered under this Ordinance or that he is a person 
specially qualified to practise sight-testing. 

6. The following persons upon satisfying the Boa.rd by documen­
tary or other evidence that they are fit and proper p~reons and are 
otherwise qualified to be registered and upon payment of a fee of 
five dollars shall be entitled to be registered under this Ordinance 
namely:-

(a) Any person qualified or entitled to practise sight-testing 
in tho United Kingdom under aoy Act for the time being 
in force or who bolds the sight-testing Diploma of the 
Worshipful Company of Spectacle Makers or the British 
Optical .Association, both of London , England. 

(b) Any person who bolds a Diploma, Licence or Cartificato 
granted to him by any University, College or Institution 
in a British Possession or Foreign country recognized by 
the Governor iu Council and published in the Gazette 
as furnishing a sufficient guarantee of the possession of 
the requisite knowledge and skill for the efficient practice 
of sight-testing. 

(c) Any person who at the commencement of this Ordin­
ance bas been domiciled in the Colony for not Jess than 
five years and also is and has been for not less than 
five years bona fide engaged in the practice of siaht­
tosting in this Colony and whom the Iloard permits t;' be 
registered after having passed an cxa rninatiou in manner 
hereinafter specified. 
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6.-(1) Any person who comes within the provisionl'I of paragraph 

(c) of section five of this Ordinance, and who wishes to be registered 
nn ]er this Ordinnnce, may make application in writing to the Board 
tl1rough its secretary for bis examination under this Ordinance. 

(2} For the purposes or such examination the Board shall 
nominate three persons who shall be medical practitioners or two 
medical practitioners a.nd a registered optician to be the examiners. 
The Board shall fix the time and place for holding the examination. 

The secretary shall notify the applicant oC such time and place, 
and the secretary shall attend at such examination and give the 
necessary clerical assistance to the examiners. 

(8) Each examiner shall be entitled to be paid for each candi· 
date examined a fee oC five dollars. Any co.ndidate who presents 
hims~lf for examination shnll be required to pay to the secretary, 
before the examination, the fees payable to the examiners. 

(4) The candiclate for examination shall first satisfy the Board 
that he is a fit and proper person and that he was at the date of 
the commencement of this Ordinance bona, fide engaged in the 
practice of sight-testing in this Colony, and domiciled in this Colony 
in the manner required by paragraph (c) of section five of this 
Ordinance. 'l'he Boa.rd if so satisfied shall direct the examiners 
appointed by the Board to examine such candidate and such 
examiners shall with reasonable desp!ltch fully and fairly examine 
such candidate; and, if they find him sufficiently informed and 
skilled for the efficient practice of sight-testing, they shall report 
their findings to the Boo.rd who shall give him a certificate to that 
effect, and direct the secretary to register such person, and he shall 
then be entitled to be registered under this Ordinance upon payment 
of the regishation fee. 

7.-(1) Where any person desires to be registered under this 
Ordinance, he shall make application to tho secretary and shall 
submit such evidence as shall satisfy tho Board tha.t he is eligible 
to be registered and is a fit and proper person to be so registered. 

(2) '.l'he secretary shnll forthwith lay such application before 
the Board, and the Board, if satisfied that such person is eligible 
and is a. fit and proper person to be registered, shall direct tho 
secretary to register such person. 

8.-(1) The secretary, in the month of February in each year, 
shall cause to be published in tho Ga,zette a copy of the register. 

(2) The secretary shall also cause to be published in the 
Gazette a notice oC each cancellation of registration. 

(8) A copy of the register for the time being published in the 
Gazette and of any subsequent notice in accordance with the 
provisions of this section shall be evidence in all cases (until the 
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contrary be made to appear) that the persons therein specified are 
registered under this Ordinance, and the absence of the name of 
any person from such copy shall be ovidence (until the contri\ry be 
made to appear) that such person is not registered under this Ordi­
nance: Provided that in the case o[ a person whose name does not 
appear in such copy, a certified copy unrier the hand of the 
secretary of the entry of the name of such person in the register, 
shall be evidence that such person is registered undel' this 
Ordinance. 

9. The use of test looses, spectacles, trial frames, ophthalmoscope, 
rctinoscopP,1 or nny apparatus that may be used to measure refrac­
tion, or visual acuity, or muscular equilibrium, shall be deemed con­
clusive evidence of the practice of sight-testing. 

10. Every person registered under this Ordinance shall be 
entitled to practise sight-testing in this Colony and to demanrl and 
recover reasonable charges for professional services or opticlll aid 
rendered by such person, and the cost of merchandise supplied by 
him. And no person, unles'! he is so registered, shall be entitled to 
recover any fee or charge in any court for performing n.ny act or 
giving any advice as an optician. 

11. If any optician registered under lhis Ordinance is conYic ted 
of felony or misdemeanour before lhe Supremo Court, or, after due 
in4uiry, is ucljudged by the Board to have been guilty of rlisgrnce­
ful conduct in his practice aA an optician, the Board may cause the 
name of such optician to be erasell from the register 

12. If the Board thinks fit, it may, in any case direct any name 
erased from the register to be reetored thereon on the payment of 
such fee, not exceeding tho registration fee, as the Board moy fix. 

1S.- (l) The secretary shall on the i.:istructions of the Boa.rd 
from time to time insert in the register any alteration which m11y 
come to his knowledge in the name or address of any person 
registered. 

(2) The secretary shall on the instructions of the Board eraRe 
from the register 

(a) the nam<J of every deceo.sed person entered therein ; 

(b~ uny entry which has been incorrectly or fraudulently made. 

;;~!:~~;or 14. Any secreta~ty otr obther P;rson wfhlo sbal_l fraudutlently ?1akhe, 
ma.king false or cause or perm, o e mac1e nny a se or mcorrec entry m t e 
entry, &c. register or any copy thereof shall on conviction be liable to imprison-

ment with or without hard Jabour for a term not exceeding two years. 
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15. Any person Ofl'encu. 

(a) Who shall fraudulently procure or attempt to procure 
himseH or any other person to be registered under this 
Ordinance, or who shall aid or abet in such fraudulent 
procurement or attempt ; or 

(b) Who, !lot being registered un,ler this Ordinance, shall 
use or tnke the name or title or or hold himself out or 
pretend to be an optometrist, optician, or <loctor or 
professor of optometry or any name, title, description 
or addition whether expressed in words or letters or both 
implying such qualifications or that he is a person specialJy 
qualified to practise sight-testing; or 

(c) Who, whether registered under thi'3 Ordinance or not 
and not being a medical practitioner assumes the title of 
oculist or eyosight specialist, or uses or causes to be used 
in connection with his business, trnde, calling or profes­
sion, any written words, titles, initials, addition9 or 
abbreviations which are intended to represent or may 
reasonably causo any pot·son to believe that he is qua.lified 
to practise medical or surgical treatment of the eye; or 

(d) Who, whether registered under this Ordinance or not 
and not being a medical practitioner or acting under the 
instructions of a meJir.al practitioner, administers any 
drug for the purpose of paralysing the accommodation or 
the eye or otherwise for facilitating the measurement of 
the powers of nsion, or treats any disease of the eye 
by the use of drugs; or 

(e) Who contravenes the provisions of section four of this 
Ordinance, 

Fhall be guilty of an offence under this Ordinance, and shall on Penalty. 
summary conviction be lia.ble to a penalty not exceeding two 
hundred and forty dollurs. 

16.--()) Nothing in this Ordinance contained shall extend to Exemptions. 
prejudice or in any way affect Medical Practitioners. 

(2) Nothing in this Ordinance shall so operate a!I to prohibit 
(a) aoy registered chemist and druggist or registered sick­

nurse and dispenser from dispensing, soiling or supplying 
any drugs subject to the restrictions imposed by the 
Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinance ; or Ca.p. 103. 

(b) any wholesale dealer from supplying frames, ophthalmic 
lenses, or spectacles in the ordinary course of wholesale 
business ; or 

(c) ony registered chemist and drnggist or registered sick­
nurse nod dispenser from selling, from a permanent place 
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of business and otherwise than in compliance with a 
prescription given by a medical practitiorter or a. regis­
tered optician, spectacles kept in stock in a state ready 
for use. 

17. Thie Oroinance shall come into operation on such day as mtiy 
be fixed by the Governor by prodamation published in the Gazette. 

Name. 

tl\1,P. 1912/33). 

SCHEDULE, 

OPTICIANS HEGISTER. 

Addresa. Dato of Quall6oatlon 
or Enmlnatlon. joat,• of Regiatratiou, 

,•. J 
Clork'of the Council. 

r1t1N1'¥1l RY 1'811 GOtlCIIIOI K'I/T PRINTIJI.~ OP BRITISH GOIMIA, 
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