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BR1T'1SH GUl.ANA. 

Governor. 

~3-'November, 1933. 

ORD IN ANOE NO. 31 OF 1933. 

AN ORDINANCE to make prorision for the regulation or the sale of A.D. 1933. 
Copra. and the manufacture of cedain products from the kernel 
of the Coconut. 

BE it enacted by the Governor of British Guiana, with the 
advice and consenl of lhe Legislative Council thereof, as 

io]lows :-

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Copra. Products (Sule and Short Litle. 
Manufoclure) Ordinance, 1933. 
·1 

2. In lhis Ordinance, unle~s the context otherwise requires:-
,, l:lroker" U1eu.ns a person who on behalf of a copra producer 

sells copra for the manufacture of copra products or 
exports it; 

I nt.erpretn· 
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11 Co111n1issioner" uwans tl Commissioner appointed by the 
Go ,·crnor under the District Government Ordinance ; 

11 Comptroller " menns the Comptroller ot Customs ; 

" Copra proJ ucer " means any person who ll.i,lllufacturos 
copra for sale; 

"Copra prorlucts" means c<liblc oil and lard substitute; 

"District" means a district declared and established under 
the District GoYcrnmenL Ordinance; 

"Edible oi l " nieaus any edible oil mar.ufacturecl in Lhe 
Colony from coprn and which, during the process of manu­
facture, bas l.,eeu suqjectcd to treatment for removing 
the c!:iaracteriolic odour and .f:la vonr or the crude oil; 

"Liml snbslilute" means any edible fat manufoctureJ in the 
Colony from copra iu imitalio1.1 of lard ; 

11 l\JanufaclurCL·" includes every person beneficially intere'!tecl 
in or directing the manufacture of edible oil. 

PAR'l' I . 

REGULA'fIONS HELA'i'I NG TO MiU>;UFAOTURERS, BROKERS AND 

COPRA PRODUOERS. 

3.-(1) A pcrso11 bhull not manufacture copm products unlesR he 
ir; tho hoklcr of ti licence to do so at the f11clory "hert' 110 so 111u11u­

factureR. 

(2) Any person who contraYcncs this section shall be guilLy 
of an ofience and liable to a peuu!Ly not exceeding four hundred 
and eighty dollars, and the court shall order to bo forfeited aJI 
machinery, implements, ulensiJs, materials and edible 0il which 
shall be on the premises where the manufacture has been carried on. 

4,-(l) Every 10an11facturer of copra products within ten days 
after the conimencemcn t of this Ordinance an<l every person who 
desires to manufacture copra products shall make application in 
writing to the Commissioner of the district. for a licence (herein­
after referred to as a manufacturer's licence) iu respect of each 
factory in lhe district i11 which he fotends to manufacture copra 
products. 

(2) 'J be Com ruir;sioner u111y refuse t.o issue a licence to any 
applicant who has been eondct.ed of felony or of au offence invol\·· 
iog dishonesty or of an offence under this Ordinance. 

(3) Every licence shall specify the factory in respect of which 
it is graDted and shall authorise the Qlanufacturo of copra products 
at that factory . 
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5.-(1) A person shall not act us a broker unless he is the holder 
of a licence as a broker. 

(2) Any person who contravenes this ser.tion shall bo guilty or 
an offence an<l liable to a penalty not oxceecling two hundred antl 
forty doUars nn<l the court shall order to bo forfeited all copra 
found on the premises when: he bas acte<l as a. broker. 

6.-(1) Every broker within ten clu.ys after the comm£>ncemont 
of thii Ordinance an<l every person who <losires to obtain a 
licence as a broker (herdnafter referred to as it broker's licence) 
shall make application in writing lo a Commissioner or a district 
for a licence. 

(2) Tho Cmmuissioncr ma.y refuse to issue a licence to any 
person who has been convictocl of felony or of an offence involving 
dishonesty or of au offence under this Ordinance. 

(3) Every broker's licence shall authorise tho person to whom 
it is granted to act as a broker. 

7.-(1) Every manufacturer's licence shall1 unless previously 
rcvoko<.l, expire on the thirty-first or December in every year, and 
every broke1 's liceuce unless previously revoked, shall expire on tho 
thirty-firRt of December in the year nC'xt but one nfter that in 
which it has been granted. 

(2) There shall be paid for every manufacturer's licence and 
for e,·ery broker's licence u duty of five dollars. 

(3) A duty impos~d by this section shall be paid before the 
issue ot the licence iu r espect of whicll it is imposed. 

8.--( 1) Where tho Commissioner has refueed to issue a licence 
the applicant may appeal to the Governor in Oouneil. 

(2) E\·ery appeal shall be by petition which sha ll be lodged 
"'ith the Clerk o[ the Council \Vithin tbo period of one mouth after 
tho applicant has received notice of the refusal. 

(3) The petition shall contain the material facts on which the 
potitiouor relies and a copy thereof shall within the period of one 
month aCoresn.id be delivereJ to the Commissioner. Tho Com­
missioner shall thereupon sub1uit io writing to lhe Clerk of the 
Council a statement of Lis reasons for the refusal. 

(4) Tho Governor in Council after considemlion ot tho petition 
and the statement of reasons may, if he th.ink fit, or<ler Lhe Com­
missioner to issue o. licence. 
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9.-(1) The Governor in Council may suspend or rovoko tho 
licence of a manufacturer or a broker : provided that at least 
fourteen days' notice in writing by the Clerk of tho Council be 
given to the manufacturer or broker (a) of tho grotmds on which 
the suspension or revocation will be considered, (b) ot the <late or 
the meeting, and (c) that he may attend and be heard ou the lllnttcr. 

(2) A manufacturer or a broker whose licence has been 
suspended or revoked under this section shall, for U10 period of the 
suspension or after the revocation, be deemed to be a. person who is 
not the holder of a licence. 

10.-(1) Every person who is a copra pt·oducer shall apply in 
writing to the Commissioner of tho District to have his name 
registered in respect of tho distl'ict where he produces or intentls to 
produce copra. 

(2) The Commissioner shall register the name of every person 
so applying a11<l shall issue to him a certificate of registration. 

(3) 'Ihere shall be paid for every certificate or registration u. 
fee of twenty-four cents. 

(4) Any copra producer who shaU produce copra without having 
beon registered under this section shall be guilty of an oficnce anJ 
liabfo to a penalty not exceeding twrnty dollars. 

11. -(1) Every Commissioner shall keep a regis ter of all perAonR 
t.o whom he lms granted lic~nces under this Ordinance an,! of u.11 
persons registered unde1· section ten. 

(2) Every Commissioner shall cause to be published in tho 
Gazette and a daily newspaper the name of every person to whom 
a licence bas been issued or who is registered under scclion ten 
01· whose licence has been suspended or revoked. 

12. -(1) A copra prorlucer shall not selJ or for valuable consiJera­
tioo uisposo of copra to any person otlrnr thn.n t.Lrough a broker. 

(2) Any copra producer who conluvcnes t his section shall be 
guilty of an offence anJ liable to a penalty not exeeeuing two 
hu11clre<l and fifty dollars. 

13.-(1) A person who is not a bt·oker shall not PX}JOrt or cause 
to bd exported any copra from the Colony. 

(2) Every perscn who contravenes this section shall be guilty 
of an oftence and liable to a penalty not exceeding ono lhousuncl 
dollars. 

14.-(1) A broker shldl not sell for valuable consideration or 
dispose of copra to a person in the Colony who is not a. manuf'act11rer. 

(2) A manufo.ct.u1·er shall not purchase copra from any person 
other than a broker. 

.. 
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(3) A broker sholl not1 without the permission of lhe Governor 
in Council1 export iu any period of throe months more thou thirty 
por cent. of lhe quantity of <:opm delivered lo him during the same 
period. 

(4) Any broker or manufacturer who contravenes any of the 
provisions o[ thiR section shall he guilty of au offence and liable to 
a penalty not exceeding one thousand dollars. 

PART II. 
TR.\NSAC'fIONS BETWEEN BROKERS AND COPRA PRODUCERS. 

16.-(1) There shall be established 11 Boarcl (hereinaf'ler c llled 
" the Brokers' Board ") which llhall consist or 1111 licensed brokers 
and two copra producers appointed by the Governor in Council. 
The copra producers shall hold office for one year subject to prior 
termination by the Oo,·ernor in Council for absence from tho Colony 
or other cause. 

(2) Three members shall constitute a quorum. 

(2) Tho m embers shall elect one of their number to be choir­
man. A chairman shall hold office for one year unless if he is a 
broker he ceases to be a licensecl broker, or he len ves l ho Colony 

(4) 'rho chairman shall preside 11t o,ery meotin~ of tho Board . 
In lhe absence of tho chairman the members present :it a meeting 
shall elect one of their number to be chairman or the meeting. 
'l'he chairman of n meeting shall have an original ancl n casting ,·otc. 

(5) The Boarcl shall appoint a eecretary. 

(6) The Hoard shall hold a meeting once iu every week. 

(7) The Boord shall cause to be kept minutes of its procceclingR. 

(8) The chairman mny direct the secretary to summon l~ 

meeting of tho Board. 

(9) \Yhere the Board has not tixctl the date of u. meeting the 
secretary shall give to each membAr not less than twenty-four bours 
notice in writing of a meeting. 

16.-(1) The Brokers' Uoard shall aL itH weekly meetings fix Lhe 
amount for every hnmlrcd pounds weight which shall bo allvancell 
by each b1·oker to every copra prorlucer in respect or copra dcli,·­
erc<.l to the broker by a. cnpra producer. 'The ::unounL fhcJ by 
the Board shall be the amount lo be ad,·anccJ nntil another amount 
shall be fixe<l, 

(2) 'l'he amouut to be fixed by Lhc Board U:i aforesaid shall be 
based on the price of copra as fixed by the Governor in Council iu 
pursuance uI section twenty-two 
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(3) The Bonrtl shall cause to be publiRhetl in two daily n ews­
papers the amount of every advance fii.. c<l by the Board ond snch 
amount shall be effective from the Llay following the dale or publica­
tion. 

17.-(1) Ou the delivery of copr,1 to u broker he i;hnll advance 
to tho copra pro1lucLr ugai1•sl tho copra delivot·e<l the a111onul 
of ocl\'1rncc for the week m which Ute ileli ,·ery is" mailc. 

(2) E\'ery uroker sh 111 bo entitled to chnr!{e every copm pro­
ducer at the rate o[ lwenty-(fre cents for eYei·y hun<lrc, I pou111ls 
weight of copra. deliYercd to him for all his service<; in co11,11·ction 
with the 1,nle or other disposition of lite copra 1,y lh .... brokl'r on 
behalf of I he prod uccr. 

(3) Within ten <lays arter tho end r,r the months or March, 
June, Sept.::mLer aurl December ill cwry yoilr c,•cry broker Rhal l 
r end er an <tccount to e,·cry copra producer from ,., hom ho has re­
ceivetl copra. during the quarter showing tho tolal qtrn,nlit ic!,I of 
copra rccei're<l by him during lhe quarter from each copra pro­
ducer and sold by him during the perio1I und the amounts realised 
l.,y such sales and lhe broker shall Jistribute the net balance 
remaining amoug the said copra producers in proportion lo cho 
quantities of copra received by him from each producc1·. 

18.--(1) Every broker r,hall keep a book iu which he shall cnlor 
in respect o[ each wonth-

(a) tho quantity 0£ all copra r cccive1l i11to lhe premises; 

(b) the name and atl•lress of every p~rson from whom he l1as 
rccei\'cd copra and the date aml qn:rntity or eucb do­
livcry, and the amount aclvnncetl ; 

(CJ the name nnd adcl1·ess or each person to whom he has 
flokl co prn. and the date and quantity o f e,1ch salr, an1l the 
price pot· hundred pounds ; 

(d) the quantity of copra remaining at the eULl o[ the month. 

(2) Every broker shall within ten days after the expiration of 
lite months of March, June, September and Dcccm her ia each yu:H· 
u1akc lo the Comptrollol' 'l.ud to the Co111misaioner or the distl'icL in 
,, hich he carri<.'s on bnRiuoes a true wd correct ruturn of 1 he 
mut tcl'S L·nlererl in lhe book required to bll kept unrlel' this cectiou . 

(3) Every person who omits to make n.n entry or mak oa a fal se 
entry in the book required to be k ept under sub-section (1) or who 
ornits to mnke t he l'eturn re!1uircd by Anh section (2) or makes n. 
fulse return shall bo guilty of an oUence and linble lo a ponu.lt y not 
ci-ceclling ono huudre<l doll!\rr,. 
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19,-(1) Il 11hal1 not be lawful to issue a.licence to a brokrr or for 
a bl'oker to act as such unless he has either deposited wi Lh the 
Colouial 'l'l'<.:,.11mrer the sum of five i.housan<l dollars or a H.aukor'e 
undcrtaki11g Jor that amount for i.he purposcA requirc1l by this 
section. 

(2) 'l'hc amounL may be depo4,ite<l either in ca.sh ori11 securities 
lo hr apprO\ et! by the Colonial Treasurer who shall hold s11ch 
tlcpo:sit in lrnsl f(Jr all such copm }Jrotluccrs al:! sl1ull clcal with the 
broker lo secure lhLm and each of them agoinst any default by the 
broker iu the p11y111cnl of any amounts which the broker i,; liable to 
pay lo them or a11y of them by \'irtue of this Orcli11nnce. The 
interest on or income from auy <lcposit shall be paid lo Lhc broke1·. 

(3) An unclertaking- given in pursuance of this sccliun shall 
impose ou a banker tho obligation lo mako ~ootl to copra producers 
who way dc,tl wilh the broker tho a.mounL of any dc!'anll by th" 
brnker in Lhc payment of any sum!i which he is liable to pay Lo thr 111 
or any of them by virtue of lhis Ordinance up to the t(,t-il .1mount 
of five thousand dollars. 

PAH'l' III. 

OUT\" ON COPRA PHODl'C'fS. 

20.-(1) Ou au<.! after the co111U1euccmc11L of lhit> Unli11a11cc tl1cn. 
shnll be raiscil, lcvic,1 and collcclc.ll uu copm product s ·which lia\c 
been 111a11ufaclmcrl io I he Oolony aud a, c cleli\·erccl for ho111L· con­
sumption in lltl' Colony dulie~ at thu rnlcH followiug :-

.;:; ·~ 
0 (ct) upou every gallon of ed1bk· oil 

(b) upon every 100 lbs. or lard HUl.i:,titu!c 0 

l, 

12 
42 

t:!) The p:1ymont of tl1<' duties imp ,'-'' ' hv this section may be 
c1llo1ccJ and Lile amount reconm:d 111 1 l1P ~ 1me mnnner as if they 
wore duties imposed by the 'l'ax Or<liuance. 
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21.-(l) Every mauu[acturcr of copra products shall keep nt each Bo ,ks lo be 
factory a. book in which he shall enter in respect of each mouth- kept byma.n· 

aJnclurer of 

(a) the q uauti ty of all copra recei ve<l in to the faclory ; 
(b) the, name and address of every person from whom he haR 

purchased copra a.ucl the <late an,l quantity of each pur­
chase; 

(c) the quantity of copra used for the u1anu!'acLnrc of edible 
oil and lard substitute respectively; 

(d) the number of gallons of ediblu oil and pouncle of Jard 
substitute mauufaclurc<l; 

(e) Lile number of gallons of c<lible oil aucl pounds of lard 
substitute exported ; 

toi,ra. pro­
ducts 
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(f) the number of gallons o( eLliblc oil and poun<ls of lard 
substitute deliverutl for consumption in lho Colony; 

(a) the number of gallons of edible 011 and poun·li-1 or lard 
Aubstituto r·cmaining in the factory at the entl of the 
month; an<l 

(h) the amount clue for duty. 

(2) Every manufacturer shall within ten days after the oxpira.­
t1on ol' the months of .March, J nne, September and Decombor in each 
yt>ar urnke to the Commissioner of lhe cli~tricL in\\ hich Lhe factory i::i 
Rituale a true and correct return of the mattcrH ent1:ircc.l in tl10 hook 
required lo he kept umler lhis section and shall at lite lime of 
making the return pay the <luty imp0t-1cd by section twenty. 

(3) Every perso11 who omits to make an entr.v or makes a false 
r.nlty in lhe hook rc4uired to be kept nuder sub-section ( I) or wlw 
omits lo make ll1e rolum rcquirctl by sub section (2) or makcti a 
false return shall be guilty ol an offoncu un<l liable lo u penalty uol 
exceeding two hundred and forty dollars. 

PART IV 

M1SC1'LLANEOU8 

22.--(1) Every manufacturl·r tihall pity fur all copra purchul'lell by 
him a price which sh:ill not be loss than the price whirh lhe Governor 
in Council may from limo to time tix having regarJ to the curr, nl 
local market price anrl other conditions prevailing in the Oitr of 
Georgetown. The price so fixed shall be published in the Gazette 
an,l two daily news papers and be effective l'rom the day following 
the ,htc of publication in the Gazette: provided that the price last 
puhlisherl shnll continue in force until another price shall be 
puLlishccl . 

(2) Every manufacturer shall pay for all cmdc cocoon t oil 

1 urchased liy him a price equivalent to the price fixed fo1· copra and 
"'hich shall be computed on the basi~ tha.t one bundreil pounds 
weight of copra is equal in \'alue to six and two-thirds gallons of 
crude coconut oil. 

(3) Any manufacturer who shall contravene the provisions of 
this section shall be guilty of an offe11cr. anJ liable to a pcnalt) uol 
exceeding two hundred and forty dolhus. 

23.-(1) The Governor may from time to time by uolice pu\Jlishud 
in the Gciz~tte prescribo standards of CJUality, all(l fix: ru11xi111u111 
,, holesalo and retail prices for coprtt products manufuclurd aud 
intended to be sold for consumption in the Colony. 

(2) Any person who sells or ex poses for sale for consumption 
m the Oolony any copra products which is below the prescribed 
standard of quality, or >\'ho sells for consumption in the Uolony any 
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copra products at a higher price than that fixed by no tir.e under 
this Reclion shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a penalty not 
exceeding two hundred and forty dollars and to the forfeit Ul'6 ot all 
copra products which shall be found to be below the prescribed 
standard of quality. 

24.-(1) The Comptroller or the Commissioner or any person 
authorised by him in writing may at nll reasonable times entt>r a 
factory or broker's premises and may inspect ao<l examine the 
factory or premises or any copra products or copra thereon, and 
may inspect and make copies of any books kevt under this Ordi­
nance and any books of account, invoices, receipts, vouchers and 
other documents. 

(2) Any person who refuses to permit any person authorised 
by this section lo enter or inspect or examine a factory or broker's 
premises or any copra products or copra thereon or to inspect or 
make copies of any books or documents as aforesaid, or obstructs 
any such person in such entry, inspection, examination or making 
of copies shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a penalty not 
exceeding one bnndred dollars. 

25. The Governor in Council may make rules and prescribe forms 
.for the purpose oi carrying thi1:1 vrchnaoco inlo effect, and for the 
keeping of books and the making of returns in substitution for 
those contained in this Ordinance. 

26. All offences and penalties under lhis Ordinance may be pro­
secuted and recovered under the Summary Jurisdiction Ordin'1nces. 

Passed l,y the legi.slntive 0011,ncil th1,s 16th 
19~3. 

(M:.P. 1888/SS). 

Plll.NTIID BT !'811 GOVIIBNIIPT PBINTIIRI or BBJTl8B GUJA!fA, 

Power to 
enter and in. 
apecl facLory 
nncl broker's 
premises 
nnrl inapecl 
books 

Governor in 
Council may 
make rules. 

Penalties 
enforceable 
under Sum, 
m&ry Juris· 
diction Ordi• 
n&ncu. 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9



