


ua]r~ming furthermore the measures taken over the past years, both
unilateratiy and multilaterally, aiming at prohibiting, restricting or
suspending the use, stockpiling, production and tr-—sfer of
anti-personnel mines,

o ' the role of public conscience in furthering the
principies ot humanity as evidenced by the ¢-*1 for a total ban of
anti-personnel mines and recognizing the efforts to that end undertaken
by the International Red ~ oss and Red Crescent Movement, the
Inter tional Campaign to Ban Landmines and numerous other
non—-governmental organizations around the world,

~---11ing the Ottawa Declaration of 5 October 19396 and the
Brussets Declaration of 27 June 1897 urg g the international community
to negotiate an international and legally binding agreement prohibiting
the use, stockpiling, production and transfer of anti—-personnel mines,

Emphasizing the desirability of attracting the adherence of all
States to this Convention, and determined to work strenuously towards
the promotion of its universalization in all relevant fora including,
inter a''1, the United Nations, the Conference on Disarmament, regional
organizations, and groupings, and review conferences of the Convention
on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of © rtain Conventional
Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have
Indiscriminate fects,

Basing themselves on the principle of international humanitarien
Taw tr % the right of the parties to an armed conflict to choose methods
or means of warfare is not unlimited,’ on the principle that prohibits
thae employment in armed conflicts of v pons, projectiles and materials
and methods of warfare of a nature to cause superfluous injury or
unnecessary suffering and on the principle that a distinction must " 2
made between civilians and combatants,

Have agreed as follows:
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2. Each State Party shall, in ercising its national sovereignty,
have t-- right to withdraw from this Con..ntion. It shall give notice of.:
such withdrawal to all other £*1tes Parties, to the Depositary and to o
the United Nations Security Council. Such instrument .. withdrawal shall
include a full explanation of the reasons motivating this withdrawal.

3. Such withdrawal shall only take effect six months after the receipt
of the instrument of withdrawal by the Depositary. If, however, on the
expiry of that six-month period, the withdrawing State Party is engaged
in an armed conflict, the withdrawal shall not take affect before the

-end of the armed conf1ict.

4. The withdrawal of a State Party from this Convention shall not in

any way affect the duty ' States to continue fulfilling the ob11gat1ons.f :

assumed under any re]evant rules of international 1aw

Article 21

Jepositary

Tha Secratary-General of the United Naticns is hersby designated as
the Depeosi  ry of this Convention.

A-f--'—'le Iy

Aut hntic ° '3

The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese,
English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall
be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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