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SCHEDULE 

A BILL 

Intituled 

An Act to Amend the Municipal and District 
Councils Act 1969 and other laws 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Municipal and District
Councils (Amendment) Act 1973, and amends the Municipal and 
District Councils Act 1969, hereinafter ireferred to as the Princi­
pal Act. 

(2) Sections 2, 3, 6, 14, and 18 to 21! (both! inclusive)
shall be deemed to have come into, operation at the time of the 
commencement of the Principal Act. 

(3) Section 7 and paragraphs (a) an,d (b) of section 10 shall
come into operation on 1st January, 1974. 

(4) Section 2.2 shall be deemed to have come into operation
immedtate'ly after the commencem�nt of the Principal Act. 

2. Section 2(1� of the Principal Act is hereby amended in
the following respects -

(a) by re-lettering paragraph (c) as paragraph (d) in
the definition of the word "council" and the
insertion therein of the following paragraph as
paragraph (c) -

"(c) the council of a town established under
section 33;"; 
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(b) by the addition of the fo.lowing paragraph as
paragraph (d) to the definition of the word "coun-
cilloir" -
"(d) a councillor of a town council established

under section 33;"; 

(c) by the deletion of the definition of the
word ''Superintendent";

(d) by the in.sertion of the following definition
immediately after the definition of the
word "Town" -

(e) 

' "Town" means a town established under
section 33;';

by the insertion of the following definition
after the defimtion of the expressi n
"Town Council" -

' "Town Council" menas the _municipal
council in and for a town;';

(f) by the insertion of the words "or of a town
council" after the words "Town Councill"
in the definition of the expression "Town
Clerk"; and

(g� by the insertion of the words "or of a town 
established under s�ction 33" after the 
word "Council" in the definition of the 

.. 

expression "town COUnCillor". lns�rtion
33A

of 
section 

3. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion �r�i�fpa1 
therein of the following section as section 33A immediately afterAct . 
section 33 -

"EJecttilryn orother town 
cou,nci llors 
and appli­
cation of sections 9 

110 22 to towns. 
No. 23 Of 
1969. 

33A. (1) The town councillors of town 
councils constituted under section 33 shall 
be elected in accordance with the Local 
Authorities (Elections) Act 1969, at elec­
tions held every three years during the 
peliod commencing on 1st November and 
ending on 7th December, and every town 
council shall be a local authority to which 
that Act applies and a il.ocal au­
thority within the m�aning of that Act 
and the Town Clerk shall be the clerk of 
the local authoJrity for the purposes of 
that Act. 

(2) The number of registered voters
for a town who may, under section 43 of 
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the Local Authoriti�s (Elections) Act 1969, 
submit a list of candidates shall be not less 

than fifty and not more than sixty. 

(3) Subject to this Act, the term of
office of town councillors shall be three 
years commencing on the 1st January 
aftBr the declaration, under section 101 
of the Local Authoirities1 (Elections) Act 
1969, of the election res�lts of the town. 

(4) The provisions of sections 9 to 22
(both sections inclusive) shall mutatis

mutandis apply to the Mayor and the De­
puty Mayor of a town and town councillors 
as they apply to the Mayor and the Deputy 
Mayor of the City of Georgetown and the 
City Councillors and those provisions shall 
have effect as if -

(a) _references to ,the City Council and to
City Oounaillors were respectively refer­
ences to the town counoil and rthe town
councillors;

(b) in section 22 there were substi1tuted the
words "the· constitutlion order" for the
words "Part I of Schedule 3".

Amendment 4. (1) Sectiion 125 of the Prinoipal Aot is hereby amended by 
�k

s

���
on

f31 renumbening the seouon as section 125 (1) and by adding 1!he follow­
i�2 1�f t:d ing subsection as subseation (2) 'thereof -
Prin1cipal 
Acr. "(2) The Council of a town may, with 1�he approval 

of the Minister, establish a town constabulary 
for 1the town.". 

(2) Seotion 126 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the
deletion therefrom of the words "a Superintendent and". 

(3) Seations 131, 132 and 142 of the Prinoipal Act are hereby
amended by the substitubion of the words "officer in dharge of tile 

town oonsbabulary" for the word "Superintendent" wherever it appears 
therein. 

(4) Secbions 133 and 134 of the Prinaipal Aot are hereby
amended by the· substitution of the words "officer in charge of a town 
constabulary" for the word "Superiintendent" where it appears therein. 

5. Seolion 137 of the Principal Act is hereby repealed and the
r:_e.:,,ea�L aud following sect,ion subs1:ituted therefor -
ment or 
section 137 
or the 
Principal 
Acr. 

"Powers. 137. (I) Every member of a town constabulary 
sha,11, in relation to -
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(a) any offence comrrutted agaiinst this Act
or by-Jaws made by the counoil in
whose service he is for 1the time being;

(b) any offence commiltlted in any place
vested in, or under the contml of, the
counoil or in any public place in the
counoil area,

have all tihe powers and be erutitled to aH the 
privlileges and imm.un,ibies oonferred' on a police 
constable by any law for the time being in 
force. 

(2) Where a town constable lays an infor­
mation or makes a complaint against any per­
son in respect of any offence aga<inst the pro­
visions of ohis Act or any by-laws made there­
under any member of a town constabufary not 
below the rank of corporal and serV'ing in the 
same oon�tabulary as the aforesaid town con­
slbable may appear before the magiistirate exer­
cising jur'i'sdiotJion in the matter and1 shall have 
the same privileges as to addressing the magis­
trate and exiamining the wiitnesses adduced in 
the m0!1Jter as the town constable who 10.'id the 
information or made the complaint would have 
had.". 

6. Sections 155 and 156 of 1!he Principal Act are herebyAmen�ent
amended by the addition of the words "rrown council or a" immediately�s s:::f0f;6 
before the words "dist11icJt counc'il" wherever they appear in secJVions�1���ai 
155 and 156. Alc,t,. 

7 S · f th · b h AlmencLme,nt . ectwn 160 o e Prnncipal Act is here y amended in t e')f sectio,n, 160 
following respects ���i�al 

8. 
followJng 

"Ratmg 
<1rea, 

AiClt. 

(a) by t!he subst:Jiltutiion of the word "May" for the word
"August" in subsection (]);

(b) by tihe insertion of the words "town council and a"
immediately before the word "distrnot" in subsections
(1) and (2).

Seotion 200 of the P11incJipal Act is hereby repealed and the�e���:ct�gnt 

secllion subst1tuited therefor - o,f secwo.n 200 
Of the 

. Pril1lcipal 
200 Bach council area shall form one rating area.", Ac<t. 
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Amendment 9 (1) Section 202 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the 
of secttions . · . , . ,, 
202 and! 204 deletion of all the words followmg a£ter the words ' suffio1ent to and
i

f
ri��fpaI the substitution� therefor of the words "meet the expenditure estimated

Ac!t. to be incurred by the council in carrying out its funetio.ns under this
Act during the rating period". 

Amendment 
of section 

213 Of the 
Principal 
Act. 

(2) Seollion 204 of the Princjp:il Ac: is hereby amended in the
following respects -

(a) by renumbering the section as seotion 204 ( l );

(b) by the deletion of the word "uniform"; and

(c) by the addition of Lhe following subsection as sub­
section (2) -

"(2) A council may make and levy -

(a) a separate rate percentage on the
value of land, and of any build­
il'lg or other erection thereon;

(b) a different rate percentage on the
value of property in different
parts of the rating area if the
council thinks it expedient to do
so:

Provided that the exercise by a
counoil (other than the City
Council or the Town Counoil) of
the power conferred upon it by
this subsection shall be subject
to the approval of the Minister.".

l 0. Section 213 of the Principal Aot is hereby amended in the 
following respects -

(a) by the substitution of the words "February", "April",
"July", and "October" for the words "April", "July",
"October", and "January", re pectively, in subsection
(!);

(b) by the substitution of the words "July", and "Octo­
ber", for the words "Oevober". and "January", re­
spectively, in subsection (2):

(c) by the addition thereto of the following subsection as
subsection (6) -
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"(6� Anyitihing jn su'bsections (1) and (2) to the oon-
itrary notwfut'.hstianding the Minister may foi: good and 
sufficient cause shown to rum, by nO'llice published in 
ithe Gazette and in a newspaper circulatli.ng in Guy-
ana, prescrtibe other dates on whldh the instalments 
of a general or supplemenltary rate hall become due 
and payable.". 

11. Section 229 (2) of the Principal Act is hereby amended byA!m�ent
Lhe subsVitution of the words "diredtions in writing" for the word "or-g1/:t':1e 
der". r�fdlip,al

12. Seotion 275 (3) of the Princ1pal Act is hereby amended by�=:�rn
tire sub bitution of the words "of not less than twenty-rfiive dollars nor275 o,f the 

more than" for the words "not ex�g''. 
�aiip,ai 

13. Section 277 of the Prinoipal Aot is hereby amended by�e.�ent
the substli1tu1bion of the words "of not less 11han twenty-five dollars norg77s�f ite
more than" for the words "noit: exceeding" where they appear in sub-x�rctiJp.al
sections (2), (3) and (4). 

14. Sectlion 282 of 'the Principal Act i hereby amended inA!menldlment
of section 
282 of tlhe Pooa!JP,al A,ct. 

the following respeots -

(a) iby the deletion of the word "distri.iot" wherever
appears before ,the. word "coundil";

it 

(b) iby the substifution of tJhe expression "counoil area"
for the word "district" wherever irt appears otherwise
in subseofion (1).

15. SedtJion 302 of the Prlincipal Aot is hereby repealed andaepeat a,nd 
the followin° seoltion substliJtuted therefor - �e-enaetmen t 

"Poweris or town counc�ls and ct·-str,ict councils.

e, ol sectMOn 
30,2 Of �h,e 

302. A town counoil or a distriict council shall have!�f Cll\J)al
power to do suoh of the th·ings set fortlh in seotion 
301 as it may be au'bhotised by the oonstJiitution OTder 
of its town or distriidt to do; and references in seofion 
301 to tJhe City Council and the Town Council shall 
be construed as references to the town council or 
ili triot oounoil, as the oase may be, references to the 
City and the Town as references to the fown or dis­
tr,iot, as the oase may be, and references to the Town 
Clerk as references to tJhe chief executiive officer.". 

16. Section 303 of the Priinoipal A'Ot is hereby amended in the:f;�r::�nt 

following respect - 30,3 of tme Pr'JinCl!,p.al 
Act, 



Amerulment 
or sectLon 
314 of the 
Pr.i,n'C�pal 
A.ct. 

Amendment 
of sectir.m 
321 oif •the 
Pr1n.c�pal 
Act. 

Almendme.rut 
of secthon 
322 of the 
Pr,nc.Lpal 
A.Qt. 
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(a) by the deletion of all the words appearing m sub­
seotlion (2) iafter illhe word "offender"; and

(b) by the re-numbering of subsection (3) as subsection
(4) and by the insertion immediately before thalt sub­
section of the following subsection as subsectiion (3) -
"(3) By-laws may provide for the recovery by the
Council from any offender in addition to any penalty
imposed under subsection (2) or from the proceeds of
any sale by the council in consequence of a breach
of such by-laws, of the expenses incurred by the
ooundiJ in consequence of a breach of any by-law and
tlhe exeroise by the Council of its powers to ensure
compliance with any such by-law.".

17. (1) Section 314 of the Principal Aot is hereby amended by
the addition thereto of the following subsection as subsection (3) 
thereof -

(:a,p, 26 

Oap. 184 
"(3) The provisions of the Limitation Ordinance 
and the 'Ditle to Land (Presc11iptiion and LimitaUion) 
Ordinance shall not, in so far 1as they prescribe a 
period of limitation within whioh a sum of money may 
be recovered, apply to a claim by a council.". 

(2) Nothing in subsection (1) shall enable any action to be
brought whfoh wrus barred before the enactment of this seotion, except 
in so fair as .the cause of aoVion or right of aouion may be rrevived 
by an acknowledgement or part payment made in accordance wi.th 
the provisions of the Limiltation Ordinance. 

18. Sectiion 321(2) of the Princtipal Act is hereby amended
by the add!it!ion to paragraph (a) immed.iartely after the word "Ordiin­
ance" of the words "(including any extenSrion thereof w1th such 
adaptations and modifications as may be necessary or expedient for 
'the purpose)". 

19. Section 322 of the Princtipal Aot is hereby amended in the
followling re1ipects -

(a) by the insertion of the words "a town or" after the
words "establishment of" where they firSrt appear;

(b) by the insertion of the words "or the town" aftei­
the word "Town" wherever it appears in para· 
graph (a); 

(c) by the insertion of the words ", the town
(!ouncil" immediately after the words "Town
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Council" in the proviso to paragraph (a), and in 
paragraph (b); 

(d) by the insertion of the words · "the town or"
immediately after the words "establishment of"
in the proviso to paragraph (a}.

20. Section 324 of the Principal Act is hereby amended !f1:�itrJ�
llli

in the following respects - 32� o,r the 
Prmc�pal 
Ale!. 

(a) by the insertion of the words "town council or"
between the words "constituted" and "district"
in paragraph (a);

(b) by the insertion of the words "the first M;ayor
and Deputy Mayor" between the words "of" and
"the" in paragraph (b).

Almendmenr,: 

21. Section 324 of ,the Principal Act is hereby amended m the 
or secti,an 

fo.llowing respects - 320 .)f 'i'le 

Pri,nc.Lpal · Act, 
(a) by the substitution of the word "or" for the

word "by" in subsection (2); and

(b) by the insertion of the words· "town or" imme­
diately before the word "district" wherever it

appears in subsection (1) and (3); and 

(c) by the insertion of the words "their repeal, or"
immediately after the word "notwithstanding" in
subsection (3).

22. The enactments specified in the schedule to this Act Almendme.ru-
(being enactments a.mended in Schedule 9 to the Principal Act) 0� �����ts 

are hereby further amended in the manner specified in the 9 t_o t_he 

schedule to this Act. . r�tc ,,pai

23. (1) The Local Government Ordinance is hereby amended Almendmerur 
in the following respects - of tihe Locail 

Govenrumen,t 
Oro1irua.rnce. 

(a) by renumbering section 18 as section 18(1) and aa11>. 1·so.

by adding the following subsection as subsection
(2) thereof -

caip. 26 "{2) The provisions of the Limitation Ordinance
aaip. 184 and the Title to Land (Prescription and 

Limitation) Ordinance shall not, in so far 
as they prescribe a period of limitation 
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within which a sum of money may be re­
covered, apply to a claim by a local 
authority."; 

(b) by� the substitution of the words "a chairman and
deputy chairman of the country authority from
among them" for the words "one of them to be
chairman of the country authority" in subsec-
tion (3) of section 72;

(c) by the insertion of the following section as
section 80A, immediately after section 80 -

''Reinune.na­
tion ,,yf 
COiUlllCill'Ors 
of a ,lodal 
authority. 

80A. A local authority may, in each year, 
with the approval of the Minister, ap­
propriate out of the funds of the local 
authority a sum to be utilised for the 
remuneration of councillors (other than 
travelling and subsistence expenses in­
curred in the course of duty) and may, 
with such approval, determine the 
amount which shall be payable to each 
councillor and such additional remun­
eration, if any, payable to the Chairman 
and Deputy Chairman in respect of 
their offices as such."; 

(d) by the substitution of the word "Minister" for
the word "Secretary" in section 105(3);

(e) by the addition of the following subsection as
subsection (7) of section 105 -

"(7) It shall be lawful for thel Minister or a
local authority in the exercise of their 
powers under this section to fix a different 
rate in respect of different parts of the 
district if in the opinion of the Minister or 
the local authority, as the case may be, it 
is expedient to do so: 

Provided that the exercise by a local 
authority of the power conferred upon it 
by this subsection shall be subject to the 
approval of the Minister."; 

(f) by the substitution of the words "he may by a
direction in writing," for the words "it may by



11 

an order, under the hand of the Secretary," in 
section 120;

(g) by the substitution of the words "a public officer
designated by the Minister" . for the words "the
Secretary" in section 185;

(h) by the substitution of the words "public officer
designateq for the purpose by the Minister by
notice published in the Gazette" for the word
"Secretary" in section 199;

(i) by the deletion of the words "or by the Minister''
�rom section 216; and

(j) by the deletion of the words "or by the Board"
from section 216 and by the substitution of the
woTd "Mirui:rt;er" for the words "Governor in
Council" appearing therein.

(2) Nothing in paragraph (a) of subsection (1) shall
enable any action to be brought which was barred before the 
enactment of this section, except in so far as the cause of action 
or right of action may be revived by an acknowledgement or 
part payment made in accordance with the provisions of the 
Limitation Ordinance. 

24 So long as sections 96 to 103 (both sections inclusive).A!PIPllrca,tion 
of the Local Government Ordinance continue in force by virtue��i�.e J;i1u­

of section 3 of the Valuation for Rating Purposes (Amendment):��g .lc�r-
Act 1971 - 1969 and moel.ifiaa­

Uoin 

(a) the provisions of the second schedule to the:
ro

��t��
Valuation for Rating Purposes Act 1969 shallot chapter
apply for the purposes of any appraisement�i� s ,ot

made after the enactment of this section in pur-
N
rn7

.
1.

f th t. d o. 111 of suance o ose sec ions an , for that purpose,1,9a9. 
every reference therein -

(i) to the Chief Valuation Officer shall be
construed as a reference to the apprais­
ers appointed pursuant to the said section
96;

(ii) to the draft list. and the valuation list shall
be construed as a reference to the assess­
ment book;

(b) Every reference in sections 96, 97 and 98 to the
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requirement of posting up any notice or other 
information in a conspicuous place in a village 
or country district shall be construed and have 
effect as including the requirement to publish 
the said notice or other information on at least 
three occasions in a newspaper circulating in the 
district. 

(c) section 100(3) shall be construed and have effect
as if the words "and in at least one newspaper
circulating in the village or country district"
had been included in that subsection after the
word "Gazette".

vauct,a,tion 25. (1) Any constabuJary established by the council of a

Repe,a.I of 
the 
Gooi'g,el\oJwn 
(Vabu,art.ir.>n 
anid Rating) 

OncLt.na.nce. 
Oaip. 1,54, 

town established under section 33 of the Principal Act and in 
existence at the time of the coming into operation of section 
125 of the Principal Act shall for all purposes be deemed to 
have been lawfully and validly established pursuant to section 
125 of the Principal Act as amended by section 4. 

(2) Anything done by a council before the enactment
of this Act in purported exercise of the powers conferred by 
section 204 of the Principal Act as amended by section 9 shall 
be deemed to have been lawfully and validly done. 

(3) Where prior to the enactment of this Act a local
authority or the Local Government Board, or the Minister, as 
the case may be, fixed a different rate in respect of different 
parts of a district under the Local Government Ordinance, the 
fixing and levying of such a rate shall for all purposes be deemed 
to have been lawfully and validly done. 

26. The Georgetown (Valuation and Rating) Ordinance is
hereby repealed: 

Provided that the repeal of the said Ordinance shall 
not affect the application of section 46 (2) of the Valuation 
for Rating Purposes Act 1969 (which provides for the 
continuation in force of the existing valuation list for the 
City of Georgetown pending the coming into operation of a 
valuation list for the City prepared pursuant to the said 
Act). 
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Chapter or 
Number 

Chapter 10 

Chapter 11 

Chapter 14 

13 

SCHEDULE 

Short Title 

Criminal Law 
(Offences) 

Ordinance 

Criminal Law 
(Procedure) 
Ordinance. 

Summary 
J urisdicbion 
(Offences) 
Ordinance 

Extent of amendment 

In section 2 (1) in the definition of 
the word "town", insert the words 
"towns and local government dis­
tricts established under section 33 
of the Municipal and District 
Councils Act 1969," immediately 
after the word "Morawhanna,". 

(a) In section 23, substitute the
following subsection for sub­
section (2) -

"(2) Every mayor or chair­
man of a local authority 
and every chief execu­
tive officer (by whatever 
name called) of a local 
authority shall, on that 
application, furnish a list 
of all persons qualified 
as jurors within the area 
administered by the local 
authority as shown by 

the valuation list or other 
records relating to the 
properties within the 
said area." 

(b) In section 25(4), insert ithe words
"the mayors and chief executive
officers (by wlra!tever name called)
of other towns establiished under
section 33 of the Municipal and
Distriot Councils Act 1969," im­
mediately aiiter the word "respec-
11:ively,".

In section 2(1) in the dellinitlion of 
'the word "town", insert the words 
"1t'owns and local governmept dis­
t.rlicts establiished under section 33 of 
the Munlicipal and District Councils 
Act 1969," immedi,aiWJy afber ,the 
wor(;l "Mora;whann:a,", 



Chapter or 
Number 

Chapter 145 

Chapter 150 

Chapter 181 

Chapter 182 

Short Title 

Public Heal1th 
Ordinance 

14 

Local Government 
Ordinance 

Town and 
Country 
Planning 
Ordinance 

Housing 
Ordinance 

Extent of amendment 

(a) fa seo'Vion 2, ohe following de­
finition shall be suhsVituted for
the definition of the expre ion
"local authority" -

"looal authm.rty" means a local
authority const�tuted under the
Municipal and District Coundils
Aot 1969 or the Local Govern­
men:t Orclinance;";

(b) su'bsfutute a semi-colon for the
full strop at the end of seobion
13(3) (b) and add 1vhe following
paragraph thereto -

"(c) the towns established under
section 33 of the Munlidipal 
and District Counoils Act 
1969 and the local sanlitary 
1autho11ities thereof shaH be
the councils of those 
towns.". 

�a) In seobion 22(1), insect: the words 
",other towns" immediately after 
ithe word "Amsterdam"; 

(b) I_n sections 24 and 25, insert bhe
words "or any other town" im­
medi1a1te]y after the word "Am­
sterdam" wherever it appears
therein.

Inse11t the words "other town or of 
any" between the words "any" and 
"looal" in the definiVion of the ex­
pression "Local Authortty" in section 
2(1). 

Insert the words "other town or of 
any" between the words "any" and 
"local" in the definition of the expres­
sion "Local Authority" in section 2. 



Chapter or 
Number 

Chapter 191 

Chapter 192 

Chapter 236 

Ch�pt.er 237 

Chapter 258 

Short Title 

Sea Defence 
Ordinance-

Drainage and 
Irrigation 
Ordinance 

East Demera.ra 
Water Qmser­
v-a11cy Ordmance 

EAectric Lighting 
Ordinance 

Animal Diseases 
Ordinanroe 

15 

Extent of amendment 

In seotion 2, in the definjtion of the 
expres�ion "local authori>ty", !insert 
the words "any itown establtished 
under section 33 of the Munioipal and 
DiS't11iot Councils Act 1969, or of" 
between bhe word "of" and "any", 

(a) Tn seotion 2 in the definition of 
the expression "looal authority",
insert the words "any town
es�bliished under seobion 33 of
tbe Munfoipal and Distriot Coun­
cils Aot 1969, or of" between
the words "of" and "any",

(b) In seallion 43(2), insert the words 
"of a town established under 
section 33 of the Murucipal and 
District Council Act' 1969 or" 
iimmedfately after the word 
"council". 

(ta) In section 2, in the defini,trion of 
the words "loool au,thority" in­
. ert the words "town ot a" be­
tweell. the words "a" and "local": 

(b) Tn section 18(2), insert the words
"town or" between the words
"each" and "local.";

(c) Jn eotions 27 and 30, insert the
words "town or" between the
word "any" and "local";

ln sectron 2 in the defin!itiion of the 
expression , "local autho11ity", insert 
die words "town or" between the 
words .. any" and "tocar· _

In section 23, insertt tbe words �·tow.n 
or" between the word "a:· and··1oc11". . -



Chapter or 
Number 

Chapter 298 

Chapter 299 

No. 7 of 1957 

No. 14 µf 1965 

S.hort Title

Tax Ordinance 

Tncome Tax 
Ordinance 

. Fire Brigade 
Ordinance, 
1957 

··t·,·". ·:· ;:-

Statisdd'· ;, 
·· Ordinari&, 

,.j' 

1965 ..... , 
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Extent of amendment 

(a) In subparagraph (xi.ii) of the
exemptions to item (35) of
section 9 insert the words
"town or" between the words
"a" and "local".

(b) The following su�ecLion hall be
inserted as subsecbion (2A) of
section 17 -
"(2A) The Mayor and Town

Council of any other town 
shaJl take out an a1111ual 
licence for each public 
market owned by them 
and shall pay for the same 
the sum of forty dollars.". 

(c) In paragraph (b) of the proviso
to sectiion 23, insert the words
"rown counoil or" between the
words "of" and "a" appearing
before the word "district".

In section ·'.?-, in the defonition of t.he 
�xpression "local authority". insert 
the words �'town or" between the 
words "any" and "locar'. 

In section 2, in the definition of the 
expressiion "local autho11ity" -

(a) insert the words "rtown or" be-
tween the words "any" and
"local";

(b). substitute the word "Lrnder'' for

tt:he· ·word "be"; 
:�· .. , .. 

(c) insert the words "town or" be­
•tween the word "such·· and 
"district". 

· ik s·cctiori 2. in the definition 6-t\he
expre1.1,roii' .- ''local authority". insert
the words "town council or'' betw en
the words "a" and "district".
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

This Billi: seeks to make amendments to the Municipal and District 
Councils Act 1969 which have become necessary as a Tesult of the opera­
tion of the Act, particularly with respecf to towns established. under sec­
tion 33 of the Act. 

Clause 4 seeks to amend certain provilsions of the Act to enable 
the municipalities to estabMsh town constabularies the heads of which 
need not h!ave the rank of Superintendent. 

Clam,e 5 seeks to repeal and re-enact section 137 of the Act to 
confer on the member of a town constabulary the powevs which a town 
constable enjoyed under the ,Georgetown Town Coun:ctl Ordinance ( Chapter 
152), prior to the coming into force of the Municipal and District Coun­
cils Act 1969. 

Clauses 7, 8, and 10 seek to amend sections 160, 200 and 213 
respectively, of the Act to facilitate the worik of local authorities with 
re;spect to the Act to facilitate the work of local authorities with respect 
to the \preparation orf suppllementary estimates and the collection of rates. 

Clause 9 seeks to amend sections 202 and 204 of the Act 
to enable local authorities to levy rates separately on lJands and buildings 
and to leV\Y a dif�Ilent rate pe:rcentage in different parts of a rating 
airea. 

Clause 11 seeks to simplify the procedure for thie waiving of the 
requirement to invite tenders. n 

Clauses 12 and 13 seek to provide minimum penalties for contraven­
tion of the law in certain spheres of local government administration. 

Clause 14 seeks to amend section 28/2 of the Act to iniclude any 
council consequent upon the responsibilities of the Guyana Water Authori­
ty established in 1972. 

Clause 15 seeks to .amend the Adt to make exwess provision re­
lating to the conferring of powers, on town councils and district councils. 

Clause 17 seeks, to amend section 314 of th!e Act to provide that 
periods ·of limitation slml1 not appiy '"'.ith resJ:lect to, the recovery of 
debts due to local1 authorities. 

Clause 18 ·seek's to enable th� regulations, rules, by-laws and orders 
whlch applied in the City of Georgetown and the Town of New Amsteir­
dam prior to the coming into force of the Municipal and District Councils 
Act 1969, to apply to the new areas now inclutled in ithe Ciity and the 
Town. 
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Clause 20 seeks to amend section 324 of the Act to include refer­
ences to the councills of towns established under section 33 of the Act. 

Clause 22 1seeks to effect further amendments to the enactments 
amended in Schedule 9 to the Act. 

Clause 23 seeks to amend the Local Government Ordinance (Chapter 
150) to exclude the application of the Limitation Ordinance to claims by
local authorities, to enable the Minister responSible for Local Government
to appoint Deputy Chairmen of country authorities, and to make provision
for differential rating in districts.

Clause 24 seeks to apply the provisions of the Valuation for 
Rating Purposes Act 1969, with adaptations, for the purpose of enabling 
appraisers to carry out valuations of properties in are�: subject to the 
Local Government Ordinance, (Chapter 150) and to make certain modifi­
cations to that Ordinance. 

Clause 25 �ks to validate . the establishment of constabularies by
any town establlshed under section 33 of the Act and also to validate 
the acts of those councils which did not levy rates on properties at a 
uniform rate as required by section 204 of the Act. 

(Bill No. 25/197J) 
(LG: 24/ 4 III) 

HAMILTON GREEN, 
Minister of Co-operatives 
and National Mobilisation. 
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