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GUYANA 

BILL No. 20 � 1977 

SUMMARY JURISDICTION (APPEALS) (AMENDMENT) BILL 1977 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

SECTION 

1. Short title.
2. Repeal and re-enactment of section 12 of Chapter 3:04.
3. Amendment of ,�ct.ion 14 of Chaipter 3:04.
4. Amendment of section 31 of Chapter 3:04.
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1977 . ' 

A.D. 1977 

Short 
title, 

Cap. 3:04 

Repeal and 
re�nact
ment of 
section 12 
of Chap
ter 3:04, 

Amendment 
of section 
14 of 
Chapter 
3:04. 

A BILL 

Intituled 

AN ACT to amend the SU/ffimary Jurisdiction (Appeals) Act. 

Enacted QY the Pariiament of Guyana:-

1. This Act, which amends the Summaiey Jurisdiction
(Appeals) Act, may be cited as the Summ� Jurisdiction (Appeals) 
(Amendment) Act 1977. 

2. Section 12 of the Principal �ct is, hereby repealed and

the followingi section substituted therefor -

1'Suspen· 
sion of 
execu
tion. 

12. (1) Subject to this section, on compliance by the
appellant with the provisions of sections 4 and 
5 the execuition of the decision under appeal 
shall be suspended until the appeal is determ
ined by the Court or is abandoned. 

(2) Subject to sub.sections (3) and (4) subse,ction
(1) shall not operate to suspend the execution
of any O!l'ider for the imprisonment of the
appe-lant.

(3) An app,3llant who has complied with sections
4 and 5 and w1ho has been ·sentenced to im
prisonment may elect to undergo his impri
sonment; if he does not elect to do so, he
shall, unless granted bail under subsection
(4), be kept in p�ison and treated in like
manneT as a prisoner awaiting trial.

(4) An appellant referred to in subsection (3)
may be admitted to 'bail upon application by
him to th� magistrate from whose decision
a,ppeal is made or on petition to a Judge of
the High Court, which petition shall be heard
as soon as practicable.".

3. Section 14 of the P,rincipat Act is hereby amended by
the deletion of subsection (6) and the substitution therefor of the 
following subsection -
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"(6) On �e granting of an _applic�t�on under thi_s 
section and on the applicant g1vmg tire securi
ty mentioned in section 5 within su.oh time as 
the Court may fix, if he has n_ot already do�e 
so, the provisions of section 12 shall mutabs 
mutandis apply.". 

4. Section 31 of the Principal Ad is hereby amended in !f1:�
the following, respects - sc1h oft aper 

(a) by the insertion in the proviso to subsection
(1), immediatezy after the word "if", of the
words "that person :iis at large p�nding the
detqrmination of the appeal and";

(b) by the substitution in subsection (2) for the
words "giving the security hereinbefore
mentioned" of the words "obtaining bail";

(c) by the ,substitution in subsection (4) of a
,colon for the comma appearing after the
wo,rd "Court" and the deletion of all the
words following tl)ieireafter in that subsec
tion;

(d) by the insertion of the following proviso as
a proviso to the said sulbsection .(4) -

"Provided that the foregoing p.rovisions 
of this subsection shall not operate to sus
pend the execution of any judgeme�t or order 
of the Court for the imprisonment of the 
appellant or affirming,, modifying or amend
ing any decision providing for the imprison
ment of the appellant.". 

(e) by the re-nU!lilbering of the said subsection
(4) as ,subsection (6); and

(f ) by the insertion rrnmediately after subsection 
(3) of the following subsections as subsec-
tions (4) and (5) -

"( 4) When an appellant is admitted to bail 
pe�ding 1:tls appeal the time during 
which he 1s at large after being so ad-

3:6'. 



144 THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE LEGAL SUPPLEMENT-'.C 31ST AUG., 1977 

mitted shall b'e disregarded in compµt
ing the term of any 1sentence to which 
he is for the time being subject. 

(5) Subject as 1hereinafter provided, six
weeks of tJhe time during, which any
appellant when in custody is' treated
pending the determination of his appeal
as a prisoner awaiting trial, or the whole
of that time if less than six weeks, shall
be disiregarded in computing the term
of any sentence to which he is for the
time being subject:

Provjjded that the Court may direct that
no part of tlhe said time or such part thereof 
as the Court think fit (whether shorter or 
longer than six weeks) shall be disregarded 
as aforesaid.". 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

By virtue of s. 12 of the Summary Jrurisdiotion (Appeals) Aicl, Capl 
3:0.r4 a person ,can by giiving notice of appeal and lodging security for costs 
se®Te the 1suspension of the op�ration of ail/Y d�cision �ven by a !magis
trate against him. This pirovision pas been seriously abused b:Y persons· 
sentenced to impmsonment. This Bill seeks to prevent such abuse by pro
viding that in such leases a person sentenced to im,pl1isonment shoul/d be 
held in custody unles,s he obtains bail'. 

(Bill 20/1977) 

F. R. Wills, 
Minister of Foreigin Affairs and Justic'e. 
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