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A BILL 

Intituled 

AN ACT to provide fo; the establishment and the functions of 
the Guyana Forestry Commission and for purposes <:on­
nected therewith. 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

1. This Act may be cited as the Guyana Forestry Com-
mission Act, 1978 and shall come mto operation on such date
as the Minister may, by order, appoint. 

2. In this Act -
"Commission" means the Guyana Forestry Commission

established by section 3; 
"Conservator" means the Conservator of Forest. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GUYANA FORESTRY COM­
MISSION 

Short title 
ain<I Com­
mencment. 

In<terpre­
tation. 3. There is hereby established a, body corporate to be 1�!!;;1f

lish
-and 

known a:s the Guyana, Forestry Commission and the provisions i�corpo�a-
th . of the first schedule shall have effect as to the constitution and r.��m1 

e 

proceedings of, and otherwise in relation to, the Commission. ·��
or

�l{sion. nm 
Schedute 

4. It shall be the function of the Commission - FunC'tions of 
the Com-

(a) to formulate, advise the Government on, and im- mi-ssion. 

plement the forest policy of the Government as 
determined by the Government; (b) to be responsible for the management and control 
of the exploitation of the forests of Guyana so as 
to ensure an optimum yield of forest produce and 
the maintenance or improvement of the environ­
ment; 

(c) to determine or assist in determining the location,
distribution, volume, quality and most valuable use
of the forest resource;

(d) to undertake economic studies and prepare plans
for the development of forestry and forest indus­
tries;
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,Cap, 20: 03 
No. 23 of 
1977 

(e) to advrise on lands that are to be permanently de­
signated as forest reserves for the practice of
forestry;

(f) to identify, establish, maintain and manage forests,
including national parks, wildlife areas and nature
reserves, for the purposes of production, protection
of the environment, education, recreation, the pro­
viso.on of amenities, and matters of scientific, his­
torical or special value;

Provided that the functions conferred on the 
Commission by this paragraph shall not derogate 
from the functions con£ erred on the National Trust 
and the National Parks Commiss!ion by the National 
Trust Act and the National Parks Commission Act, 
respectively; 

(g) to promote the use of all tlimber species and to in­
vestigate the markets therefor;

(h) without prejudice to the powers conferred by law
on the Guyana Timber Export Board, to regulate
the production and marketing of forest produce and
to provide a timber inspection service for quality
control;

(i) to provide goods and services in. order to promote
economic, social and technologiical development and
to impose, collect and recover all rents, fees, levies,
royalties, stumpages, tolls and other charges there­
for;

(j) to undertake research and investigations in all as­
pects of forestry; 

(k) to recommend to the Minister suitable personnel
for selection for training in forestry and to provide
training in forestry, where appropriate;

{I) to recommend to the Minister suitable institution� 
for the training of personnel in forestry; 

(m) to provide or assist in providing access to forested
areas;

(n) to collect, prepare, publish and distribute statistics
relating to forestry, wildlife and national parks; to
publish reports and papers; to hold conferences
and seminars and to render advice to the forest in­
dustry;
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(o) to exercise functions in relation to wild life and
national parks tin connection with environmental
and ecological studil:$;

(p) to assist in the prevention and control of for est
fires, pollution of the environment, erosion of soil,
diseases and destruction of the flora and fauna;

(q) to grant permissions and permits-- relating to the
felling and removal of 1nmber and the occupation
of forest lands;

(r) to enforce conditions of agreements for the sale of
timber, timber concessions, forest permissions,
licences and permits;

(s) to convert, remove and sell by auction or tender or
in any other manner whatsoever, timber or other
f ores,t produce from State Forests, timber reserves
or other State Lands;

(t) to perform any other function consistent with its
funct\ons under this Act which the Minister may
assign to the Commission.

5. (1) The Commission may employ at such remuneration Employ-

and on such other terms and conditions it thinks fit (including mt�t 0f :e

the payment of pensions, gratuities or other like benefits by re- �tmmfsst�n� 
ference to the servdce of its officers, and other employees) a Qon-
servator of Forests, a Secretary and such other officers and other 
employees as the Commission consideo necessary for the pur-
pose of carrying: out its functions; 

Provided that -

(a) no salary in excess of such amount as may be
specified in directions issued by the Minister
shall be assigned to any office without the prior
approval of the Minister;

(b) no appointment shall be made lo ahy office to which a
salary, in exces of 1>uch amount as may be specified in
such direction , is as igncd without the prior approval of
the Minister;

· 

(c) no provision shall be made for the payment of any pen­
sions, gratuities or other like benefits to the officers and
other employees of the Commission by reference to their
ervice, without the approval of the Minister. 

(2) The Con ervator hall be the chief ex�utive officer of the
Commi sion and, ubject to any general or special directions of the
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ommjssion, shall be respon iblc for the execption of the policy of the 
Commission and answerable th refor to the Commission. 

(3) The Commi sion may, a.t any time, retain ithe services of
experts and other professional persons and may pay such remunera­
tion in respect thereof as the Board, wi:th the approval of the Minister, 
may determine. 

cap •. 21:02 (4) Where a public officer is seconded 01 temporarily transferred

Funds andl 
neoources of 
the com­
mis�dom. 

from a pensionable office within the m�aning of 'the Pensions Act tc 
an office with the Commission seotion 5 of that Act shall apply to him 
as if his .ervice with the Commission were service in a public offioe. 

(5) Where a public officer is appointed to an office with the
Commission, his service with the Commission shaJl be other public 
service within the meaning of, and for the pµrpose of such provisions 
llPPlicablc iri rela:i,111 there[() 11s are contained in. the Pensions Act 
(including the Pensi0ns Regulati()nS 19j7). 

(6)
° 

Sup eotions (4) and (5) hall, as they apply in relation to a 
public officer. apply mutatis mutandis in relation to a teacher to whom 
the Teachers' Pension Act applies a!td who is employed by the Com­
mission. 

FlNA CTAL PROVlSIO S 

6. (1) The funds and resources of the Commission consist of -
(a) such urns as may be provided by P<Jrlia111ent;

(b) such sums as may be allocated to the Commission from
loan funds:

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

all sums received by or falling due to the Commission
in respect f the repayment of any loan made by the
Commission and the in:eresl payable in respect of any
such loan;

moneys earned or ari ing frQm any property, investments,
mortgages and deb ntures acquired by or vested in the
Commi sion:

any pr perty, mortgage , debentures, or investments ac­
quired by or vested in the Commission;

sums borrowed by the Commission for the purpose of
meeting any of its obligations or discharging any of its
functions;

all other sums or property which may in any manner
bee me payable to or vested in the Commission in re-
pect of any matter incidental to its functions. 
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(2) The charges on any amount which may be allocated to the
Commission from loan funds shall be met by <the Commission except 
that all or any pal"� of such charges may be met out of moneys pro­
vided by Parliament. 

(3) Where there is a deficiency in the funds of the Commission
·uch deficiency hall be met out of moneys provided by Parliament.

I 

(4) For the purposes of thi seotion, the expression "loan fund "
mean uch um a may be made available from time to time to the 
Government by way of a loan. 

7. The Commission may, with the approval of the Minjster :i�v7r'!i0J
responsible for finance, borrow such sums a may be required by 'the the Com­
Commission for meeting any of its obligations or carrying out any mission. 
of its functions. 

8. Moneys standing at the credit of the Commi sion may, from 1n,veS1t,menta..
time to time, be invested in securities approved either generally or 
sp cifically by the Minister, and the Commi sion may, from time to 
time, with the like approval sell all or any of s4ch securities. 

9. (i) Wiith the approva,l of the ational Assembly, the Minister �ai�tea 
responsible for finance may guarantee, in uch manner and on such Minister of 

d · · h I · k f' h f h · · 1 d Mna.-rn:e of con ttIQns as e may t 110 1t, t e payment o t e pnnc1pa an borrowin.g 
intere t on any authorised borrowings :,f the Commission. �,s��! 0�

• repa•y-

(2) Where the Minister responsible for finance is satisfied that��; � 11
there has been default in the repayment of any principal moneys or mieet gua,ra:n­

. interest guaranteed under this eotion, he shall direct <the repayment tees. 

out of the revenues of Guyana of the amount in respect of which there
has been such default.

{3) The Commi sion shall make to the Accountant General at 
-such time and in such manner as the Mini ter responsible for finance 
may direot, payments of such amounts as may be o directed in or 
towards repayment of any such sw11 is ued in fu'lfi'lment of any 

arantee given under this section, and paymen't of interest on whait 
is outstanding for the ltime being in respect of any sums so issued 
at such rate a the Mini ter respon ible for finance may direct, and 
different rate of interest may be directed as re peots different sums 
-and as respects intere t for different periods. 

10. Subject to uch condition as it may deem fit lo impo e in .Power 0� 

particular ca es the Commi ion· may, out of its funds and re ources, f��ion 

make loan in accordance with the proyjsion of his Act, in that loans. 
beha:lf, in the performanc f it function . 
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�n��est ,a�� 1 l. In making loans under this Act the Commission may charge 
:Y ,the �om- interest at such rate as it may deem fit in any particular case. 
anlssJion. 

Reipaymeni 12. Subject to section 13, 14 and 21 (6), every loan made by the
:ad�

a
� �he Commission shall be repaid to the Commission in accor-dance with

commiss1o1n1. the 1terms and conditions under which the Joan was made and the
moneys so paid shall thereupon be taken into the accounts of the 
Commission. 

SuspensLon 13of pruyment The Commission, with the approval of the Minister, may -
of prlni:'l1pal , ' 

(a) postpone, for any time not exceeding five years, theand inte�est 
,and pOIW.eT ,to 
extend ltime,
compoumd OT 
•!'e!ease 
Joans. 

iPao'JI!e� of 
loan before 
due dll/te 

payment of any sum due for principal and interest or
for either yrincipal or interest to the Commission in
respect of a loan made by it upon such terms and
condition for the carrying out of the purposes for which
the Joan was made and for the ultimate repayment of
such principal or payment of such interest as it may
deem necessary;

(b) from time to time extend the period for the repayment
of any loan, or compound or release any loan or any
part thereof subject to such terms an,d conditions as it
m'ay deem fit.

14. The Commission may at any time accept payment of
the whole or any part of the amount representing the principal of a 
loan and interest thereon, before the time when the payment is due, 
upon such terms and conditions as it may think fit. 

Examin a,tion 15. (1) Where the Commission has made a loan of money
ias to appli· under this Act, it may -callon of 

:�f.eys (a) from time to time, make or cause to be made such
examination as may be necessary to ensure that the
loan is being applied to the purposes for which 'it was
ma�e:

(b) require financial statements in such detail as it may
determine to be ..submitted by the person, body or
authority in receipt of the loan biennially or at shorter
intervals at the discretion of the Commission and such
person, body or authority shall comply with the re­
quirement,

(2) The Commission may authorise in wri.ting any of its

officers or any other person to make such examination, and the per­
son, body or authority in receipt of_ the loan shall produce to such 
officer or person all the revelant booKs, documents, and other matters 
and things necessary for the purposes of the examination. 
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(3) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) (b) or sub-
section (2) is guilty of an offence. 

16. Where upon any examinatiOQ made under section 15 it �.=�<>n appears to the Commission that any sum being the whole .or any part up,0,.1• su{!h 
of the loan has not been applied for the purposes for which the loan exanun.allon. 
was made it may order that any such sum be, within the time men:tioned 
in th� order, appl ed to such pui 1Josc 01 thdl, the sum .oge her with any 
interest due thereon on the date of the order be repaid lo the Com-
nassion within the time mentioned in the order, and any sum with the 
interest thereon so ordered to be repaid to the Commission thereupon 
becomes a debt due to the Commission. 

17. (1) If any loan made under this Act or any part of the Misaippllca-
b · · d l C · · t <1ll of Joan Joan has een m1sapphe , t 1e ommJSSJOn may - secured by mortgage or 
(a) wJ1ere the loan has been secured by mortgage, by notice ,,,.,ierwise 

in writing :iddressed to the mortgagor, recall the loan
or any part thereof and may require the Joan or that
part together with any interest due on the loan or part
thereof on the date of the notice to be repaid on a date
to be specified in the notice and in default of payment
on the specified date any security given for the purpose
of the loan may thereupon be realised;

(b) where the loan has be�n secured otherwise than by way
of mortgage, by notice addressed to the borrower, re­
quire the loan or any part thereof together with anv
interest due on the loan or part thereof on the date of
the notice to be repaid on a date to be specified in the
notice and in default of payment on the specified date
any security given for the purpose of the loan mav
thereupon be realised.

(2) The powers conferred by subsection (1) are in addition
to the powers conferred by any other provisions of this Act. 

18. Where any property mortgaged as security for a loan En1'orce:m:em 
under this Act is sold for the purpose- of the enforcement of the 01 ,secunti:es.
security. the Commission may buy such property and may either man-
age and hold such property or sell or otherwise dispose of it as 1the 
Commission may deem fit.

19. Where a loan is made by the Commission on the security Charge on 

Of a
0
ffiO(tgage Of any property, Whether With Or Without any OtheT .r��per;�i:Otritysecur_,Ly, the property from and after the date of the mortgage, shall of Joan 

be charged with the payment of the loan and interest as in the mort-
gage mentioned, in priority, save so far as otherwise specified in the 
mortgage, to every other debt, morlgage or charge whatsoever affect-
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Reserve 

Fund. 

.Alccounts 
andl au.dlt, 

ing the property, except for any existing lien in favour of the State 
or any loan due to any creditor not assenting to such priority which 
has been made in good faith before the loan made by the Com­
mission and which has been secured by a duly registered mortgage of 
the property. 

20. (I) The Commission shall maintain a reserve fund and
shall, out of the net surplus for each year, lransfer to that fund a sum 
equal to not less than such sum as may be fixed by the Minister. 

(2) If the reserve fund is in any year insufficient to cover
any net loss of the Commission recorded in its Profit and Loss 
Account. an amount equivalent to. the deficiency is hereby chargeid on· 
the Consolidated Fund: 

Provided that if in any succeeding year any net surplus 
accrues to lhe Commission there shall be paid into the Con­
solidated Fund by the Commission, from time to time, such 
sum as may be agreed with the Minister re5ponsible for 
finance together with interest thereon at such rate to be 
determined by him until the aforesaid amount is fully repaid. 

(3) For the purposes of Lhi section, net surplus shall be
determined by deducting from gross income all expenses together with 
allowances for depreciation of assets, contributions to staff benefit 
funds, provision for bad and doubtful debts. and such other con­
tingencies and accounting provisions as are usually made by com­
parable institutions. 

21. (1) The Commission shall keep accounts of its transactions
to the satisfaction of the Minister and such accounts shall be audited 
annually by an auditor appointed by the. Minister. 

(2) The Minister may, at · any time, appoint an auditor to
examine the accounts of the Commission and to report thereon to the 
Minister. 

(3) The members, officers and other employees of the Com­
mission shall grant to the auditor appointed to audit the accounts of 
the Commission under subsection (]) or (2) acce s to ::ill books, 
documents. cash and securities of the Commission and shall give to 
him on request a11 such information as mav be within their knowledge 
in relation to the operations of the Commission. 

(4) An auditor appointed under this section sh'all have
power to summon and examine all persons whom he shall think fit to 
examine for the purpose of obtaining information in connection with 
the examination and audit of the accounts of the Commission and 
respecting: all other matters and things whatever necessary for the 
due performance of the functions vested in him: and if any person 
summoned as aforesaid is not a public officer or an officer or other 
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employee of the Commission be is entitled to payment for his attend­
auce as if he were a witness attending a legal proceeding in obedience 
to a summons issued at ,the instance -0f the State. 

(5) Any person summoned under subsection (4) who, with­
out re.1sonable excuse, makes default in obeying the summons is liable 
on summary conviction to a fine of fifty dollars, or, in default of pay­
ment, to imprisonment for one month. 

(6) The Commission may write off bad debts.

22. (1) The Commission shall· not later than six months after Report. 
the end of each calendar year submit to the Minister a report con­
taining --

(a) an account of its transactions throughout the preceding
calendar year in such detail as the Minister may direct;
and

(b) a statement of the accounts of the Commission audited
m accordance with section 21.

(2) A copy of the report together with a copy of the
au,ditor's report sbaJl be printed and laid before the National 
Assembly. 

(3) Where the accounts of the Commission are kept by
reference to a financial year different from the calendar year the 
expression "calendar year" in this section shall be read with respect 
to the Commission as if the expression ''financial year" were sub­
stituted therefor. 

23. The Limita.ion Act hall not apply to proceedings Limi.t�tion
instituted by the Commission for the recovery of monies due to the �!����i.:s 

Commission or any other property to which a claim is made by the 
Commission. 

24. Any sum due to the Commission may be recovered by Mo()veny or
parate or summary execution and the right of recovery conferred by fo0n�� i��­
this section is in addition to any other procedure available to the Com- mission. 
mission Ull,der any other law. 

25. (I) Every instrument or charge to secure a loan made by Ch•a,n�s on
,the Commission shall be prepared by the Commission and the bor- �d-i��lllOv­
rower shall pay the legal charges and all necessary disbursements in ��"h,�­
connection therewith. 

(2) Where the charge is created on immovable property the
Registrar of Deeds shall, upon notice being served on him, annotate 
the charge against the title issued in respect of the property in the 



184 THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE LEGAL SUPPLEMENT - C 23RD DEC., 197&, 

Serv�ces of 
pr.>Ie.s-s1on­
als. 

Offences in 
rela,b1on to 
loa111s. 

same manner as if it were subject to a mortgage passed before the 
High Court. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

26. The Commission may al any time retain the services
of professional persons aud may pay such remuneration in respect 
thereof as the Commission may determine. 

27. Any person who -
(a) obtains a loan from the Commission under this Act by

means of any false representation;
(b) wilfully applies any loan made to him by the Com­

mission und'.!r this Act to any purpose other than the
purpo e for whjch the loan was ma.de;

(c) having obtamed a loan from the Commission under this
Act, wilfully destroys any security given in relation to
the loan,

is liable on summary conviction to a fine of five hundred dollars and 
to imprisonment for twelve months. 

Burden of 28. Jn any criminal proceeding in respect of an offence
��.��! �� mis- under section 27 (b ), the onus of proving� that he acted in good faith 
app!·cation and without knowledge that he was 11ot entitled so to apply the loanof loans. � 

Minutes 
receivable 

'in evidence 
in legat 
,proceed­
ings. 

Exemption 
from laxa­
!tLOn.-

or any part thereof shall be upon the person charged. 

29. Any minutes made of meetings of the Commission shall
if duly signed by the Chairman or the Deputy Chairman or the Con­
servator presiding at a meeting of the Commission and without proof 
of any other matter or thing, be receivable in all legal proceedings as 
prima facic evidence of the proceedings of the Commission of which 
minutes have been made and every meeting of the Commission in 
respect of the proceedings of which minutes have been so made shall 
be de<!med to have been duly convened an.cl held and all members 
therc.1t to have been duly qualified to act. 

30. The Minister responsible for finance may, by order
which shall be subject to affirmative resolution of the National 
Assembly, e\empt the Commission from liability for any tax, duty, 
rate, levy or other charge due to the revenues of Guyana. 

Power of the 31. (]) The Minister mav give to the Commission direction� of
Mlnrster to a general character as to the policy to be followed by the Commission 
fi;;s ��

re

tte in the performance of its functions and ,the Commission 5hall give 
commissi'on. effect to tho e directions. 

•
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(2) In carrying out such measures of reorganisation or such
works of development as involve a substantial outlay on capital 
account, the Commission shall act in accordance with a general pro­
gramme approved, from time to !ime, by the Minister. 

(3) In the exercise of 'its functions in relation to training,
education and research, the Commission 'shall act in accordance with 
a general programme approved by the Minister. 

(4) The Commis ·ion shall afford to the Minister informa­
tion requested by him with respect to the business of the Com­
mission and shall furnish him with annual estimates, and such returns 
as he may require. 

(5) The Commission shall provide the Minister with such
facilities as will enable the verification of information furnished in 
pursuance of this section. 

(6) The power of the Minister to give directions to the
Commission under this section shall extend to giving to the Com­
mi ·sion directions as to -

(a) the disposal of capital assets;

(b) the application of the proceeds of such disposals.

(7) Any direotion given under subsection (6) may require
the whole or any part of the revenues of the Commission to be paid 
into the Consolidated Fund. 

32. Any person guilty of an offence under this Act for Penalties
which no special penalty is provided is liable on summary conviction 
to a fine of one hundred and fifty dollars and to imprisonment for 
three months. 

33. The Commission, with the approval of the Minister, Begulaition,
may make regulations which, in the opinion of the Commission, are 
necessary or expedient for the carrying into-effect of the purposes of 
this Act. 

34. (1) The assets of •the Forest Department (including rights Tran!sfer or
and interests) are hereby transferred to and vested, without further a_sset� and 
assurance, in the Commission. !:J"

J,i

t.:�-
SJi,tiiomau 

(2) As soon as practicable after the coming into operation provJ151I.ons.
of .this Act (hereinafter in this section referred to as "the appointed 
day") the Commission shall, by way of compensation for any pro-
perty vested in the Commission by virtue of this section. issue to the 
Government debentures or debenture stock of such nominal value and 
bearing such interest rates and repavment dates as may be agreed 
upon between the Minister responsible for finance and the Com-
oussion. 
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MniEmld­
ment of 
laiws. 
Se,c,ond 
Schedule 

(3) Liabilities incurred by the Government exclusively for
the purposes of the Forest Department or incurred therefor under 
agreements duly contracted in the carrying out of its functions by the 
Department, before the appointed day shall, in so far as may be, dis­
charged by, and be enforceable against, the Commission as if the said 
liabilities had been incurred by the Commission. 

(4) Nothing in subsection (1) or (3) applies to rights or
liabilities under any cpntract of service. 

(�) For the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of 
subsections (1) and (3) in relation to contractual rights and liabilities 
all such contracts shall as from the appoint{¥1 day be conslrued with 
nil due adaptations and modifications. 

(6) All proceedings commenced prior to the appointed
tj,lay for the enforcem0nt of any rights or liabilities whirh are 
transferred or attach.ed to the Commission by virtue of this sec­
tion may be continued by or against the Commission, and any 

such proceedings may be amended accordingly. 

(7) Subject to subsection (8), the Commission shall, as
from the appointed day, continue to employ on such terms and 
conditions as may be agreed on between the Commission and 
him, any person exclusively employed in the Forest Department 
before th� appointed day and any person who is so emoloyed by 
the Commission shall be employed on terms and conditions which 
taken as a whole are no less favourable than those applicable to 
him immediately before the appointed day. 

(8) The Commission shaJl be the sur.cessor of the Govern­
ment in respect of any leave which may have accrued to any such 
persons as is mentioned in subsection (7) who continues to be em­
ployed biy the Commission. and service with the Commission shall 
be other public se"vic� within the meanin� of, and for the pur­
poses of such provisions applicable in relation thereto as are con­
tained in, the Pensions Act. 

135. The laws specified in the first column of the second sche­
dule are hereby amended in the manner set out in the second 
column thereof. 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

Oonslltu-
tion or the 1. (1) T.he Commission shall consist of -
OommissLon 

(a) the Ch:iimum who shall b� apnoint.ed bv the Min­
ister. bnt if no person is so a"'Pointe� the Minis­
ter shall be the- Chairman of the Commission;

(b) the Conservator;
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'.. 

(c) not more than twelve other persons appointed by
the Minister.

(2) The persons appointed by the Minister as members
of the Commission pursuant to sub-paragraph (1) shall be persons 
who, in his opinion, are qualified for appointed by reas0n of their 
experience of, and shown capacity in, matters relating to the func­
tions of the Commission or matters which will be advantageous 
to the Commission in the performance of its functions. 

2. The names of_ the members of the Commission as first con- !';ii,t�ti "'
stituted and every change in the membership thereof shall be noti- me nts. 
fied in the Gazette. 

3. (1) The seal of the Commission shall be kept in the custo- ��i���bo
a
�nd 

dy of the Chairman of the Commission or the Secreta.ry and shall tion of the 

be authenticated by the signatures of the Chairman or the Deputy ��!�;o�he 

Chairman or th� Conservator, and the Secretary of the Commis-
sion, or in such other manner as may be authorised by resolution 
of the Commission. 

(2) Every document purporting to be an instrument under
the seal of the Commission shall be received in evidence and 
deemed, without further proof to be so executed, unless the con­
trary is proved. 

(3) All documents, other than those required to be under
seal, made by, and all decisions of, the Commission may be signi­
fied under the hand of the Chairman or the Deputy Chairman or 
the Conservato:r or the Secretary. 

4. (1) The Corrrmission shall meet at such times as may be t:;e�ngs ot
necessary or expedient for the transaction of busines , and the m:Ss1o.n�­
meetings shall be held at such places and times and on such days 
as the Commission may determine. 

(2) The Chairman may at any rtime summon a special meet­
ing of the Commission. 

(3) The Chairma.q, or in his absence 1he Deputy Chairman,
shall preside at all me-tings of the Commission, and in the absence 
of the Chairman and the Del)iuty Chairman from a meeting of the 
Commission, the Commission, the Conservator shall act as Chair­
man at the meeting. 

4. (1) The Commissioon shall meet at such times as may be
quorum for the transaction of business at meetings of the Commission. 

(5) Minutes in proper form of every meeting of the Com­
mission shall be kept by the S"cretary and shall be confirmed by 
the Chairman or the Deputy Chairman, or the Conservator, as the 
case may be, as soon as practicable thereafter at a sub equent 
meeting .. 

: 
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(6 The Commission may coopt one or more person to 
attend any meeting of th� Commission at which the Commission 
is dealing with a particular matter, for the purpose 6f assisting 
or advising the Commission, but any such co-opted person shall 
not be entitled to vote at the meeting. 

(7) Subisct to the provisions of this Act, the Commission
may regulate its own pro,ceedings, 

committees 5. (1) The Commission ma,y appoint committees as it may
fo

nd 
ctefi;::� deem fit to examine and report to it on any matter arising out of 

runct'.ons. or connected with any of its functions., 

(2) Any such committee shall consist of at least two mem­
bers of the Commission together with such other persons, whether 
members of the Commission or not, whose assistance or advice 
the Commission may desire. 

(3) Where persons, not being members of the Commission,
are mPmbers of a committee appointed under this paragraph, the 
Commission shall pay to each of such persons in respect of his 
memoershio of snch committee such remuneration and allowances, 
if any, as the Minister may determine and such sums shall prop­
erly be payable out of the funds and resources of the Commission. 

(4) The Commission may reject the report of any such com­
mittee or adopt it whether wholly or with modifications, additions 
or adaptations as the Commission may think fit. 

(5) Subject to the provisions of this Act. the Commission
may d�legate to any committee or member or officer of the Com­
mission the authority to carry out on its behalf such functions as 
the Commission may determine. 

Disciousure 6. (1) Any member of the Commission whose interest is like­
g� i�;:;��r ly to be affected, whether directly or indirectlv, by a decision of 
01. t_he .com-the Commission on any matter whatsoever, shall disclose the uature 
0115• um. of the interest at the first meeting of the Comrission at which 

he is present after the relevant facts have come to his knowledge. 

(2) A disdosur0 under subse"tion (1) shall be recorded in
the minutes of the meeting of the Commission and, after the dis­
closure, the member of the Commicsion making the disclosure 
shall, unless the Commission otherwise directs, not be present at 
or takie part in the deliberation or vote at any meeting during the 
time when that matter is being decided by the Commission. 

(3) For the purposes of this paragraph, where the interest
of parents spouse or children of any member of the Commission 
is likelv t� be affected directly or indirectly by a decision of the 
Commission on any matter, such interest shall be deemed to be 
the interest of that member.
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(4) The Minister may revoke the appointment of any mem­
ber of the Commission who contravenes or fails to comply with 
the provisions of this paragraph. 

7'. (1) No member of the Commission is liable for any act tPno1t.,c1uu,in 01 

dio1ne Olr omitted to be done by the Commission in good faith in mcm,il)ens �r
th - f . 

t 
. f t' ibl1Je c,om-

(;l course O carrying OU ItS tinC ions. m.s•s·on. 

(2) Where a member of the Commission is exemp,t from
liability by ireason only of the provisions of this �aragraph, the 
Commission is liable to the extent that it would be if the member 
were a servant or agent . of the Commission. 

8. The Commissiol'l shall p:iy to ,each of its members (other R"mull/ena,
than the Minister or the Conservator' in resp,ect of hls office such ,,,,m n,r me,m-, lbe.11s .of ,,'he· 
remuneration and allowance, if any, as ·the Min�ster may deter- comm-

mine, and to the Chairman (if he is not the Minister) ap.d ):o the mis\SiNin. 

Deputy Chairman, in respect of his office such remuneration and 
allowances, if any (in addition to any remuneration and allowances 
to which he may be entitled in respect of his office as a member 
as may be so determined. 



190 THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE LEGAL SUPPLEMENT - C 23RD DEC., 1978 
--------- ----------------------

.34 

LAWS 

Forests Act 
(Cap. 67:01) 

Section 2 

Section 5(1) (b) 

Section 6, 24(1) 
and 24(4)

Section 8 

Section 11 

Section 12(3) 

Section 16 

Section 18 

Section 23�2) 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

AMENDMENT 

Insert the following definition after the definition of the 
word "cattle" -

' "Commission" means the Guyana Forestry Com­
mission;'. Substitute the word "Commission" for the 
word "Minister" in paragraph (c) of the definition of 
the expression "forest prod,uce". 

Substitute the word "Commission for the word "Minis­
ter". 

Substitute the word "Commission" for the word "Minis­
ter'' wherever it occurs. 

Insert the words "the Commission," after the words 
"the Minister,". 

Insert the follo_wing subsection as subsection (3) -

"(3) In the exercise of his powers under this section, 
the Minister shall consult with the Commts­
slon.''. 

Substitute the wor'ds "the Commission or any person 
authorised by the Commi�sion" for the words "the Min­
ister or any person authorised by him". 

(a) In subsection (1), insert the words "member of the
Commission," between the words "any" and "forest
officer".

(b) In subsection (2), substitute the words "the Com-
mission" for the word "Parliament".

In paragraph (a) (ii) of the proviso, insert the words "or 
the Commission" immediately after the word "Minister". 

Insert the words "or t,he Commission" after the word 
"Minister". 



23RD DEC., 1978 THE OFFICIAL GAZETTE LEGAL SUPPLEMENT - C 191 

Section 27(3) 

Section 29 

Section 40(2) 

Section 42 

Forests Regula­
tions 
Regulations 5 
(paragraph (a) of 
the proviso) 8, 10,
19, 26 (1) to (4), 
27 and 28. 

' 

Regulation 26 (5) 

r 

Second Schedule 

Sixth Schedule 

Guyana Timber 
E.xport Board

Cap. 67:03 

Section 12(1) 

Se,ction 13(2) 

Substitute the word "Commission" for the words "Ac-
countant General". 

Insert the words "or a member of -the Commission" 
after the word "Minister" wherever it occurs. 

-

Substitute the words", any member of the Commission 
ox:" for the word. "and" 

Insert the. words", after consultation with the Commis­
sion," after t,he word "Minister". 

Substitute the word "Commission" for the word "Min­
ister". 

Substitute the following paragraph for paragraph (5) -

"(5) Any person aggrieved by the refusal of the 
Commission to issue a permit may appeal to 
the President.". 

Substitute the word "Commission" for the word "Min-
ister". 

' 

Substitute the words "Conservator of Forests" for the 
word "Minister". 

Insert the words "and the Guyana Forestry Commis­
sion" after the word "Minister" where it first occurs. 

Substitute the following subsection for subsection (2)-

"(2) The Board shall afford to the Minister and 
to the GuN'ana Forestry Commission facilities 
for obtaining information with respect to the 
property and c!ctivities of the Board and fur-

. nish biin ·and t�e Commission with returns, 
,.- . accounts and other information with respect 
:· , thereto, in such mall,l},er and at such times as 

· ··; the Minister or the Go�ission may require."
,. 

' ... , . ..
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Timber Market-
ing Act 

Cap. 67:04 

Section 2 Insert the following definition after the definition of 
the expression "building operation" -

' "Commission" means the Guyana Foresi,ry Com­
mission;". 

Section 3(1) 

Section 15(3) 

Section 25 

Section 23(1) 

Insert the words "acting on behalf of the Commission" 
between the words "Conservator" and "may". 

Substitute the words "to the Commission" for the words 
"into the Consolidated Fund". 

Substitute the word "Commission" for the word "Con­
servator". 

Insert the words "th.e_ seal of the Commission or" after 
the word "under". 

. . 
• 

Timber Market­
ing 
Regulations 

Regulations 16 
and 50 

0 

Slubstitute the word "Commission" for the words 
"Forest Department". · 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

This Bill seeks to establish a body corporate to be known as the Guy­
and Forestry Commission with fuctions specified in the Bill, in particular, 
clause 3. The Commission will take over the functions of the Forest Depart­
ment whose officers and other employees will become officers and employees 
of the Commission. Provision is made for amendments to existing laws re­
lating to forestry and th� marketing of timber for the purpose of conferring 
statutory functions on the Commission. 

(Bill No. 27 /1978) 
(ENR: 6/46) 

H. 0. Jack,
and Natural Resources. 
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