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A BILL 

Intituled 

AN ACT to amend the Colonial Medical Service Ordinance for the 
purpose of reconstituting the Medical Board and to provide for 
the registration of persons practising osteopathy and the regulation 
of the practice of osteopathy in Guyana. 

Enacted by the Parliament of Gliyana:-

Short title l. (1) This Act, which amends the Colonial Medical Service Or
a
t�1 construc-dinance, may be cited as the Me,dical Service (Amendment) Act, 1975.

10n. 

?8;\ifi of (2) As from the commencement of this Aot, the Principal Or-
edition. dinance may be cited as the Medical Service Ordinance and section 1 

of the Principal Ordinance and all other laws wherein the Principal 
Ordinance is mentioned shall have effect accordingly. 

Repeal a nd 2. Section 16 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby repealed
re-ena ct- 'and the following section substitute,d therefor -ment of sec· 

L' m 16 of the 
Prlneipal 
Ordina nce. 

Repeal ot 
s ection 18 of 
the Principal 
Ordina nci:. 

·'Establish·
ment of 
merlical 
board. 

3. 

16. (1) A medical board is hereby established which shall
consist of -

(a) the Chief Medical Officer;

(b) a duly registered medical practitioner in the
public service appointed by the Minister; and

(c) three duly registered medical practitioners ap
pointed by the Minister after he has con
sulted such bodies as appear to him to repre
sent medical practitioners in Guyana.

(2) A member of the Board appointed by the Minis
ter pursuant to paragraph (b) or (c) of subsection
(1) is hereinafter referred to as an appointed
member of the Board.".

, Section 18 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby repealed. 

r 1 d 4. Section 19 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby repealed �
re�:!!ct::!1ent and the following section substituted therefor -
of section 19 
of the Prln· 
cip al Qr.1in- "Term of 
ancec. office of 

members 
19. (1) An appointed member shall hold office for two

years but shall be eligible for re-appointment. 

(2) An appointeii;l member may resign his office as a
member of the Board.
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(3) An appointed member who fails to attend at
three consecutive meetings of the Board without
the permission of the Board shall vacate his
office as a member of the Board.".

5. Section 20 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amenided �e;�!!i

by the substitution of the word "three" for the word "four in subsec- 20 of the 
• (2) 

Principal ti On •. Ordinance. 

6. The Principal Ordinance is hereby amended by the inser- Insertion of 
' • ed. 1 f 

. 
f h f . p d 

. sections 54A 
uon im.m rate y a ter section 54 o t e ollowmg art an sections - to 54G 1n the 

Principal 
Ordinance. 

"Interpre- 54A 
tation of 
osteopathy. 

Practice of 54B 
osteopathy 
by unregis-
tered per-
sons pro-
hibited, 

Recovery of 54C. 
fees by un
registere/i 
persons pro· 
hlbited. 

"PART VA - OSTEOPAfflS 

For the purpose.s of this Part of this Ordinance, 
the practice of osteopathy means the treatment of 
diseases performed by the manipulation of bones, 
nerves, blood vessels and other tissues of the 
human body. 

No person shall practise or hold himself out, whe
ther directly or by implication, as practising or 
entitled to practise osteopathy, unless he is regis
tered as an osteopath under th)s Ordinance and 
'any person who contravenes this section shall be 
liable on summary conviction to a fine of five 
hundrep dollars. 

No person shall be entitled to recover any fees or 
other charges in any court for the practice of 
osteopathy unless he is duly registered under this 
Part to practise osteopathy. 

Quallfi• 
cations 
necessary 
for registra
tion to prac
tise osteo
pathy. 

S4D. (1) A person who applies to the Boiard to be regis
tered as an osteopath and who satisfies the Board 
that -

(a) he is qualified to be so registered; and

(b) he is a fit and proper person to practise
osteopathy in Guyana, 

is entitled upon compliance with the requirements 
of. this Patt and on payment of the pre.scribeicl fee, 
to be registered as an osteopath. 

(2) A person is qualified to be registered as an
osteopath under subsection (1) if he holds a
diploma. degree. fellowship, membership licence,

3 
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Form 6 
First 
Schedule. 

Register of 54E. osteopaths. 
Form 7 
First 
Schedule. 

( 

.4 

certificate or other status or form of recognition 
granted by a University, College or other body 
empowered to confer authority to practice osteo
pathy by the law of the country or place where it 
is gran:ted and which, in the opinion of the Board, 
is evidence of satisfactory osteopathic training. 

(3) An applicant for registration shall furnish to
the Secretary -

(a) evi4ence of his qualification;

(b) proof of his identity; and

(c) such furlher or other information as the
Board reg uires in respect of the matters
specified in paragraphs (a) and (b) of sub
section (1).

(4) A person registered under ithis Part who de
sires to practise osteopathy in Guyana shall be
entitled to a certificate of registration in the form
set out in Form 6 of the First Schedule.

(l) The Secretary shall keep a re�ister in the form
set out in Form 7 of the First Schedule to be
known as Lhe Register of Osteopaths in which the
Secretary shall cause to be entered the name of
every person entitled under section S4D to be regis
tered as an -Osteopath, together with the following
particulars in relation to such person -

(a) his full name an,d address;

(b) the date of his registration; and

(c) a description and the date of the qualifica-
tion in respect of which he is registered.

(2) The register shall at all reasonable 1imes be
open to inspection at the office of the Board.

(3) The Secretary shall make such alterations in
the addresses and qualifications of osteopaths as
are necessary and sliall remove from the register
the name of an osteopath who has been continually
absent from Guyana for a period of at least three
years, is deceased or is no longer qualified to
practise osteopathy in Guyana:



Use of 54p 
titles and 
descrlptlo119. 

s 

Prov�ded that a person who has been con
tinually absent from Guyana for a period ..of at 
least three years whose name has been removed 
from tlie register of osteopaths shall be entitled 
to have his name restored to the register on his 
return to Guyana without the payment of any fee. 
(4) · A person whose name is not entered in the
register shall be deemed not to be an osteopath
for the purposes of this Part.

A person registered as an osteopath under this 
Patt -
(a) shall'. by virtue of being so registered, be en

titled to take and use the title of doctor of
osteopathy;

(b) shall not take or use, affix to or use in con
nection with his premises, any title or descrip
tion reasonably calculate4 to suggest that he
possesses any professional status or qualifica
tion other than a professional status or
qualification which he in fact possesses and
which is indicated by particulars entered in
the register in respect of him.

-

PublicaUoa 
of lists of 
registered 
osteopaths. 

54G. The Secretary shall cause to be published in- the 
Gazette -

(a) as soon as practicable in February in each
year an alphabetical list of .persons who are
registered as osteopaths under this Part 'as at
31st January in each year;

(b) the name of any person who regi�ters his
name as an osteopath, after 31st January,
in any year, as soon as practicable after any
such registration.".

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
This Bill seeb to amend the Colonial Medical Service Ordinance (Chapter 

134 of the 1953 edition of the Laws) to reconstitute the Medical Board and to
malce provision for the registration of persons practising osteopathy and to regulate 
the practice of os_teopathy in Guyana. 

(Bill No. 1/1979) 

( H - 25/1/19) 

H, Green,
Minister of Labour, Health an,d Housing. 
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