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GUYANA RED CROSS SOClETY (INCORPORATION) BILL, 1967. 
Arrang,ement of Sections. Section I. Short title.2. interpretation.

3. Inc.orp-ornlion of the Guyana RL·d Cross Society.4. Purposes oi the Society.5. Recognition as a Voluntary Aid Society. ·6. Government of the Society.7. Power to mak.e rules.8. Vesting of assets of the former Branch in the Society.9. Offences.

SCHEDULE. 

A BILL 
lntituled 

AN AcT to illlcorporate the Guyar11a Re<l Cross Society and to provitlc for matters related thereto.' 
Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana :- A.O. 1967. 

1. Thi-s Act may be. cited as the Guyana Red Cros,s Sooiety Short title. (IIIloorporation) Acl, 1967. 
2. Is rh:.iJ:, Act, Jn]ess the context ®erwise requirns - rn.1crprcta-"the liormer Branch" means the Bram:-h of the British Red lion. Cross Society tluit w:as in existence in Guyana immedi­ately before the commencement of this Act; "the Rules" means the Rules of the Society for the time being in force under this Act; "the Society" means the Guyana Red Cross Society con­stitUltcd by section 3 of this Act. 
3 The officers and membe,rs of the former Branch and all Jnrorooratiro 

· ' • oo llhe Guyana persons who may hereafter become officers or members of the Society Red_ cross are hereby constituted a body corporate by the name of :the Guyana 5ociety. 

Red Cross Society, and slhall have perpetual succession and a corn�onseal and power to sue and be s:ued in ,iJt� corporate name and to acquire,
hold 81l1d dispose of movable and immovable property. 

4. The purposes of the Society shall be -
(a) in time of war, to furnish volunteer aid to the sickand wounded both of armies and among non-beilliger-­ents. and to pri!.oners of war and civil.fan $Uffurersfrom 11he effects ofl war, in acoordianceJ with the

Purpc:,c of 
the Society. 
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Geneva Conventions as specified in the schedule to 
this Act; 

( b) to perfor:m ali duties devolving upon a national
society of a slate which has acceded to, or has other­
wise -..1ccept,ed the obligations of, the said Conven­
tions;

( c) in time of peace or war, to carry on. -and assist in
work for the improvement of health, the prevenrtion
of dise:i.se and the relief of suffering throughout 1he
wo:·ld;

(cl) to orgar:fae classes and lectures and pubJ.iis:h and sell
or distribute papers, books, pamphlets and information
for the purpose of stimulating interest iill. and prromot­
ing the objects af the &lciety and of qualifying per­
sons to assi�t therein and to take all other measnres
which m:1y seem necessary for providing and main­
taining an efficien-t organisat1on for the -purposes of
the Society;

( e) to do all such ether acts and things as are or may
be deemed inddental or conducive to the attai.irunent
of any of the pmposcs .of the Society or the exercise
of any of its powers.

Rc,oognition a.s 
a Volunta1y 
Aid Society. 

5. The S::iciety is hereby recognised by rhe Government of ·
Guyana as a Voluntary Aid Society, auxilia,y to the pub1io alllthor�llics 
in particular for the purposes 0f the sa-id Conventions and shall have 
the right to have and use or permit to be used in 0cmying ouit its 
purposes as an emblem and badge the heraldic emblem of the red oro.ss 
on a white ground, formed by reveTsing the Federal col.ours of Switzer­
land. 

GoVOllllll®t 
of the 
Soc.kitY, 

6. , ( 1) The Governing body of the _Society shall be a Cournc:il
constituted in accordance with the Rules and with ·such powers and 
duties as may,.subjcct lo this Act, be prescribed by t!ic Rules. 

(2) Until the said Council is constituted as afores,aid, the
Branch C0mmittcc of the former Bnncih .shaH be doomed for all 
pnrpQ�s to be the Council. 

( 3) Ther-c shall be an Executive Committee ccmstiltuited in
accordance wi,th uhe Rules and with such powers and dLnties as may, 
subject to tl1is Act, be prescribed by the Rules. 

l"owcr to 

make rules. 7. ( 1) The Cou1ncii may make rufos a:& airpcar to it 11:cccs:;;a,y

Cap. 5. 

11cr -the management of itne affairs of the Society and the aocomplish­
me.nt of itB objc-.:::!s a·nd in particular, and withon,t prejudice to 1•hc 
gooerality of the foregoir:g, providing for -

(a) the o;ga.r:.isia.tion and funations ·of bra:nc.hes and
divisions of the Sooiety:

( b) the appointment and duties of the officers of the
Sooioty;

(c) the custody of the property of the Society and rhe
keeping and auditing of Acco1.mts;

( d) the use of the Red Cross emblem an<l badge by .officers
and members of tnc Society;

(e) the making of appeals to the public for fmandal or
oithcr support for the Society;

( f) �h� terms on which the Society may 31ssociate with
?t�-er voluntary organisations for any purpose which
1s mcluded among the purposes of tlle Society;

(g) the quaiilications :rnd functions of the members of
the Society and their organisation in various 00:isses
according to their qu.:rlifications.

(2) Notwirthstandti.ng ·anything contained in section 21 of rth.e
Interpretation Ordinance, it shall not be nece,c;s.:-iry for any such ruk; 
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to he ;published in th� Gazette, but ,a copy �hereof shall be fumtshe<l 
to 1!he Minister to whom responsibility fur defence has for the time 
being been assigned. 

8. ( 1 ) All the assets altd liab·ilitias of the former Branch are Vestinst of 

b assets of the ereby transferred to and vested in the Society. former ·Branch 
iu 1he Society. 

(2) All de1eds, bonds, instruments and contracts suJbs:isting
1ID111ediately before tihe commence�ent of this Act to which die Branch 
CoIIlJll[ttee of �he former Branch or any person an its behalf is a 
pamty ,shall be of as full force and effect against or in favour otf die 
Society and enforceable as fully and effectually as if, instead of the 
said Branch Committee or any person on its behalf, the Society had 
been a party thereto. 

9. Any person not being a mcrnbcr of rhc Society who - ooecioee.

(,t) holds himself out to be or a!llows himsdf to be sup­
posed to be a member of or an agent for, the Society 
for Ute pu1·pose of soliciting, collecting or receiving 
money or material; or 

t b) we{lfS or displays the embiem of the Red Cross on 
an article of clothing, badge, paper, or in any other 
way wha.tsocvor, or any insignia coloured in'imitaJtion 
thereof i:n such a way as ,to be likeiy to deceive those 
to whom ;t is visible, for the purpose of inducing the 
b�licf that he is ::i. member of, or agent for the Society, 
or that he has been recognised by the Society as 
possessing any qualification f�r admi�stcring first aid 
or other treatment for the relief of sickness, 

shall be guilty of aii oJicnce and shall be lia,l?le on 5Wnmary e:ornvi�on 
to ,a fine not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars or to impnson­
ment for a tem1 not exceeding six months, or to both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

SCHEDULE s. 4

Geneva Conventlion for the amelioration of" the condition of the 
wounded and sick in ·armed force,s in the field, of 12th August, 
1949. 

Geneva Convention for the amelioration of the condition of wounded. 
sick and sbipwrocked members of armed forces at sea, of 12th 
August, 1949. 

Geneva Coovcntion relative to the treatment of prisoners of war, of 
12th Augll6t, 1949. 

Geneva Convention relative to the protection of civilian per:sons m 
time of war, of 12th August, 1949. 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to incorporate the Guyana Red Cross Society. 
Hitherto, the Red Cross carried Ollt its activities in Guyana as a Branch 
of <the British Red Cross Societv. Wirh the attai�1mcnt of statehood 
by :th.i!s territory it is now u1esirablc that there should be a National 
Red Cross Society reco:zniocd by the lntcrnaitional Committee .of the 
Red Cross and qualifyi•ng for mcmb,ers!Jip oi' the League of Rod Cross 
Societies. The incorporatton of the Society will facilitate the pro­
motion of -the humanitarian pur-poso-.; o{ the lntennation·all. Red Cross 
in Guyana �tnd of the Geneva Conventions 1949. 

S. S RAMPHAL,
A<trtorney Gcneral and Minister of State. 

(Bill No. 23/1967). 
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