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A BILL
Intituled

. An Ordinance te provide for the estabiishment and functions of an
Amerindian Lands Commuission,

WHEREAS the Govermment of British Guiana has decided that
the Amerindians should be granted legal ownesship or rights of
accupancy over areas and reservations or parts thereof where any
tribe of cormmunity of Amerindians is now ordinarily resident or settled
and other legal rights, such as rights of passage, in respect of -any
other lands where they now by traditen or custom de facto enjoy
frecdoms and permissions corresponding to rights of that mature;

AND WHEREAS the British Guiana Independence Conference,
1965, recognised the aforerventioned decision of the Government and
" agreed that a Cemmission should be established by law for the pur-
pose of implementing that decision and having the fonctions, inter alia,
of determining the extent of any such areas and reservations or parts
“thereof and the nature and extent of the rights which the Amerindians
or any of their tribes now de facto enjoy in respect of such areas,
reservations or other lands;

AND WHEREAS the aforementioned Conference
() agreed that provision may be made by law for conferring on
the Amerindian people or any of its tribes in exchange for
" rights over wr in respelct of any area, reservation or other
land that have been or otherwise would be conferred om
them in porsuance of the aforementionsd. decision of the
Government, rights ever or in respect of other land, provided
that those rights are not tess favourable to thoss) en whem
they are conferred than are the rights for which they are

exchanged;

() envisaged that provision would be-made for the vesting of
rights in wdividuals as well as communities; and



(c) acknowledge that nething in the aforementioned decisien of
the Government or cenclusion of the conference was in-
tended to prejudice the rtights of persoms other than Aser-
indians, and that the aforwmentioned arrangements moust
have regard Yor the Goverament’s plans for the development
of natural resources but without prejudice to any normal
rights of compensation:

NOW THEREFORE —
RECOGNISING that the , principles embedied m the afere-
~mentioned decision of the Guvernment will be enshrined in the
Constitutional instrument pettaining to an Independent Guyana;
and

ACKNOWLEDGING that it is the policy of the Government
to assist the Amerindicms to the stage where they can, without
disadvantage to themselves, be integrated with the rest ef the

gomunmmnity:
AD. i966. Enacted by the Legisiature of Britishh Guiana:—-
Short title. 1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Amerindian Lands

Commigsion Ordinance, 1966,

Tntamretation. 2. In this Ordinance - ‘

“Amerindian” has the meaning assigned 1o it in the Amer-
indian Ordinance;

“Cornmission”™ means the Amerindian Lands Commission
established uander this Ordinance;

“the Minister” means the Minister responsible for Amer-
indian affaits; and

“the relevant date” means the 19th Wecember, 19%6S. -

m 3. There shall be an Amerindian Lands Commission which
of Commis- shall be charged with the follawing functions —

o (a) fe determine the areas of British Guiama where any
tribe or community of Amerindians was ordinarily
resident or seitlad cen the relevant date including, in
the case of Amerindian Districts, Areas or Villages

anter S5 within the meaning of the Amerindian Ordinance. the

antiey SE.

part, if any, of such District Aren or Village where
any tribe or community of Amerindians was ordinarily
resident or seitled on the relevant date, and to wdéntify
every such tribe or community with as mmch parti-
cuiarity as is practicable;

(b) to recommend, with respect to each such tribe- or
comurunity of Amerindians, whether persons belonging
to ‘that tribe of community shall be given rights of
tenure with neSpect to the areas of residence or settle-
ment determined under paragraph (a) above or with
respect to such other areas as the Commmission may
specify, being areas im velation to which such rights
of tenure would be no less favourable to such persoas
than similac rights held in relation to the areas deter-
miped as aforesaid;

{c) to recommend with respect to each such tribe or com-
munity of Amerindians, the nature of the rights of
tenure to be conferred m accordance with any re-
commendation under paragraph (b} above;

(d) to recemmend, with respect of each such tribe er cem-
munity of Amerindians, the persoi or persons in whotm
such rights of tenure shall-‘be vestcd; and where the
Commission recommends that the legal and bene-
ficial interest in such rights shall be dlﬁerantlv held,
to recommend the terms and conditions under which
such legal rights shall and such beneficial rights
ghall be conferred:;



() to determine, with respect to each such tribe er dom-
munity of Amerindians, what freedoms or permissions,
if any, other than fo reside or settle, were by tradition
or custorn enjoved ou the relevant date by persous
belonging to that tribe er commumty in relation to
any area of British Guiana, including areas other tham
those in which such persens were ordinarily resident

or settled on that date;

(®) to recommend, with respect o each such iribe or com-
munity of Amerindians, what rights, whether by way
of easements, servitudes or otherwise, most nearly
correspond to amy freedoms or permissions determined
under paragraph (e) above, and the person or persous
te whom such rights shall be granted in substitution
for the freedoms and permissions aforesaid;

(g) to make such recommendations in relation to all or
any of the matters aforesaid as may to the Commission
seem appropriate;

(h) te report to the Minister with respect te the matters
set out in paragraphs (a) to (g) above.

4. The Comission shalf consist of a Chairman and not Compos:um
more iian four other members appointsd by the Minister. Z,m
o
5. The Minister may, at the request of the Comimission Assistant

appoint one or Tuore assistant Commissioners to inquire into, and M

report to the Commission upon such matters as the Commission
think: fit.

6. The Minister shall appoint a Secretary to the Commission, Seoretary and
and may appoint such other officers of the Commission as he may
determine for the purpose of assisting the Cemmission i the discharge
of their duties.

7. The Commissioner of Lands and Mines shall, wherever Serveys 2a¢
practicable, assist the Commiission by making snch SULTEys and supply- Dlas.
ng suchk plans as may be required by the Commission it the discharge
ot their functions.

8. The Commrission shall hdve power to act notwithstanding Quonm.
a vacancy ameng their mermbers, and any two members of the Com-
mission shall form a quoirum for the purpose of discharging any of
the functions {other than of reparting) of the Commission.

9. The Commission may make such rules for their own Procedure.
guidance, the cenduct and managemeni. of the proceedings before them
and the times and places for such proceedings as they may from time
to time think fit,

10. The Commission shall have the powers of the Supreme Powem.:
(:Ourt ———
(a) to summon witnesses; )
(b) to examine witnesses on ocath; and
(c) to call fer the production of books and documents;

. Provided that -nothing in this Ordinance shall preclude the
Comnission from taking evidence otherwise than under oath,

11. (1) Al persons summond to attend and give evidence, or to Wikesses-
preduce books, plans, or docmments, at any sitting of the Commission
_shall be bound to obey the summons kserved upon as fully in all
respects as witnesses are bound to obey subpoenas issued from the
Supreme Court and shail be entitled to the like expenses as if. they
had been summoned to attend the Supreme Court on a criminal trial,
if the same shall be allowed by the Commission, but the Commisgsion
may disallow the whole er any part of such ezpenses in any case,
it they think fit. The precedure for the payment of such wimesses



shall be the same as nearly as may be for the payment of witndsses
in the Supreme Court, and they shall be paid at such time and in
- such manpes as the Commission may divect.

(2) B any persen —

(a) on seing swmmoned as a witnéss hefore the Commis-
sion, makes default in attending; or

(b) being in attendance as a witnass, refuses to take an
oath legally required by the Commission to be taken,
~or to produce any decument in his power or control
legally resuired by the Commission to be produced by
him, or to answer any euestion to which the Com-
mission may legally require an answer; or

(c) does any other thing which would, if the Commission
had been a court of law having power to commit for
contempt, had been contempt of that court;

the Chairmran of the Commission may certify the oifence of that person
uoder his hand to the Supreme Court, and that Court may thersupon
enquire into the aileged offence and after hearing any witnesses who
may be produced against or on behalf of the person charged with
the offence, and after hearing any statement that may be offered in
defenct, punish er take steps for the punishment of that person in
like manner as if he had been guilty of contempt of the Couxt.

(3} Any person who shall wilfully give false evidence under
gath before the Commission concemning the subject matter of such
mquiry shall be guilty of pérjury umder section 327 of the Criminal

Cap. 10, Law (Offences) Ordinance, and be lighle te be prosecuted and
punished accordingly,

(4) No person giving evidence before the Commission shall
be compellaidle to incriminate himself, and every such person shall,
in respect of svery evidence given by himn before the said Comumission
be entiled to all the prmlcgcb 10 which a witness giving evidence
before the Supreme Court is entitled in respect of evidence given by
him before such Court.

Immunity of 12, No member of the Commission shall be liable to-any
Commis  presecution, action or suit in respect ef anything done by him as
such member.

m, 13. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsections (2} and (3) of
this sectien, the proceedings of the Commission shall be held in public.

(2) If in their opinion it is expedient to the public interest
or Tor the due discharge of their duties so to da, the Commission
may direct that any pari of their proceedings shall be held in private.

(3) The Commission shall determine who may be present at
any time when any part of their proceedings is beling held in privaie

T itian 14. The Commission may authorise any person Lvng evi-
l "dence, or any person who appears to 'them ie Bave an interest in the
subject of the proceedinigs before them t be represented at such

proceedings or any part thereof.
OBYECTS AND REASONS

At the British Guiana Independence Conference, 1965, all Parties
to the Conference recognised fhe interssts of Amerindians as the
indiggnous peeple of Guyana and the Couference iagreed upan special
arrangements, including the early enacteaent of legislation, with regard
to their property and ether rights. The details of these arfangéments
are set cut in Annex °C' to the Report of the Conference (Cmnd 2849).
This Bill secks to give effect to the decision of the Caafetsnce for the
establishment of an Amerindian Lands Commission. . The functions of
the Commission as specified in clause 3 of the Bill follow the detailed
arramgaiments in this regard set out in Annex ‘C’ of the Report of
1the Conference.

P. A. REID

Minister of Home Affairs.
(Biil No. 11/1966).



