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PARLIAMENT OFFICE, 
Public Buildings, 

Georgetown. 
. 13th ·May, 1969. 

The following· Bill which was introduced in the National Assembly··is pub-
lished for general information. .· · 

M. B. HENRY,
Acting Clerk of the National Assembly.

No. 522 
. .-,:. 

BILL NO. 9 OF 1969. 
VALUATION FOR RATING PURPOSES BILL, 1969. 
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the Parliament of Guyana:­
PART 1 - PRELIMINARY

A.D. 1969. 

. h Val· · f R· t' p Short title 1. Thi Act may be cited as t e · uatton or a mg ur- and com-
poses Act, 196 , and shall con�e into operation on such day, as mencem.,.:nt. 

the Minister ma , by order. appo1111t. 

2. ( 1) In his Act, unless the conrtex.t otherwise re( luires -
committee" means a local rating valuation 
committee; 
panel" means a local rating valuation appeials 

"as esscd value" rnean� 1the value of any. property a� 
sh wn in a dmft list or valuation Hst; 

''Ci y" mrans the City of Georgetown; 
means the municipal council 10 and for 

"cl rk" means the chief executive officer of a local 
a thority; 

"C urC means the High Court; 
"d aft list'' means the list whioh the Valuation Officer 
ris required to prepare under section 10; 

"J dge" means a judge of the Court; 

foterpre­
tation. 

al authority'' means the Mayor and City Council ol: 
; "'orgetown, the Mayor and Town Council of New Am­

s rdam and any local authority constitutied under the 
cal Government Ordinance and includes any local Gap. 150 

thority which may hereafter be consitituted under any 
relating to local government; 

"_ inister'� means the Minister to whom responsibility for
J cal government is for the time being assigned; 

"o jcction" means an objection to a draft J,ist or to a 
p oposal; 

''o vncr" mean:, the person for the time being receivin <T 

t e rent of the lands, buildings or erections in connectio�
":, 

ith which the word is us,ed, whether on his own account 
o as agent or trustee for any other person, or who

ould s� receive that rent if the lands, houses, l:,uildings
r erections were let at a rent, and where the lands 
uses, .buildings _or erections are not let includes any
rson rn possession of the lands, houses, buildings or 

.j· 
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"property"' means .. any separate parce o[ land, or· any 
house or building qr other erection, where such. parce:I 
of land, house, building or other erection is ·either owned 
or capable of being ow11ed separntely and includes plant, 
machiinery ·and equipment; . . 

"proposal'' means a proposal for th amend1m�nt of a 
valuation list; 

"rate'' mcam. any rate which may be levied by a local 
authority pursuant to any Jaw; 

"Reg�strar" means the Registrar of the Court; 
"Town" means the Town of New msterdam, or any 

other area declared to be a Town by order of the Min­
ister for the purposes of this Act; 

"vaiuation Hsf' means a v:1ltiation list s seWed in accord­
ance with srcotion 13 and amendc under any other 
provisions of this Act. 

(2) Where 1in H1is Act there is a refereuc to ,a Pa.rt, s-e.cticm
or scheduk by number on'.ly and not jn conjur1cti n with the title of 
an Act or Ordinanoe, suah rcforencc 1s!hall be cons · ucd as a reference 
to the Part. section or schedule of that number co taincd in this Act. 

( 3) Where i�1 any section of this Act ere is a refe.re:nce 
to a subsiection or paragraph by number or lett r only and not, m 
conjunction with the number of this or any other Act or of an Ordi .. 
nancc, such reference shall be construed as a re �rence to the sub­
section or paragraph of that number or letter cont ined in the section 
in which . such reference appears. 

3. ( 1) TI1ere sha11 be a. Valuation Officer c 

vafoers ais may be requisite for �he purposes of thi 
numbe;r of 

( 2) The functions of tlie Valuation Oft ccr under this Act
may. sub_ject to any inst•ructions he may give, exercised by any 
valuer. 

.PART JI - VALUATION 

4. ( 1) The Mirnister may, by order, direct t e Valuation Officer
lo prepare a valuation 1ist in runy area of Guyan administered by a 
locail. authority and he may in such order appo nt a day when tilie 
preparation of the· valuation lii;;t shal1 commence and he may, by a 
furthe.r order, appojnt a <l'ay on which such vatu tion 1is,t shall come 
mto operation. 

(2) The Ministt:r shall by order fix, in · respect of any and
every valuation of propert�· in any area as aforc1 aid, a date at which 
all properly in that area shall be valued: 

Provided t[11al if the Minister deems it n ccssary or expedient 
to do so he may alter, from time to time, any dates fixed by him 
under this subsection. 

(3) The Mi1uster may by the first-men \med order in sub­
section (]) or any 1s-Ubscqucnt order designate a y area which is not 
for the time being ad.minfotcitcd by a local auth rity, as an area pro­
posed ,to he ama1gamat!Cd with a local authority to be named in t!he 
order and with effect from the coming into opera ion of such an order 
the area· so J.csignated sha11 for the purposes ( subs.ection ( l) be 
deemed to be part of the area administered hy. he locai authority .. 

( 4) Where an area has been design a eel under subsection
(3) the references jn sections lC, 11, 12, 13, l , 15, 22. 24 a111d 25
to a Jocal authority shall b('. contSitru�d as rcfo encc,s to the District
Commissioner within whosr� 1district the area so csignatJed is situnted.

(5) Suhscquent valuation lists in rcspec of any such area
sha11 be prepared by the Va1 uatlion Officer and hall come into o�r­
ation on. the 1st January in every fifth year a[ er 1.he yciar in wh1ch 
the list for the a.rca has come into operation irsuant to subsection 
(l ). 
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(6) The Ministe may, by order, extend the period during
which a valuation list m y remain in force: 

Provided that such order shall have the effect of extend-
ing the period during w ich a list shall remain in force beyond ten 
years from the day on ich it first came into operation. 

( 7) Every valua ion Ji�t shall remain in. force until it 1s
superseded by a new 'Jist 

(8) ln subscctio ( 4), the word "district" means. the district
actmini,stcred by a Distri t Commissioner under the District Govern- cap. 56 
ment Ordinance. 
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5. ( 1) Jn every cas wlhe,re a valuation list is to be made under Information
this Act for any area, t Valuation Officer may serve a U1otice. on �;!rrw. 
tlhe owner, lessee or occ pier of any property in the area, or on any 
one or more of them req1 iring him or them to ma� a return contain-
ing such particulars as m y be reasonably requirred for the purpost:> of 
enabling the Valuation iccr accurately to compile the li,s.t. 

(2) The Valuati n Officer may at any time require the land­
lord, tenant or any other erson in possession of receipts, rent books or 
other books of account r any other docu1ment ire1ating to 1hte rents 
paid or received, the ex enses incurred in the admfoistration of any 
property or the purcha1si price of any prope!rty or any other matter 
connected with any prop rty to produce those receipts, books or other 
documents for inspection and any such person who without reason­
able excuse refuses to oduce any of those receipts, books or any 
other snch document wh n so required shall be guilty of an offence. 

(3) The ow111e-r f any property in or upon which is installed
any plant, machinery or quipment shall include in the return required 

. to be made a full and co plete statement of all such plant, machinery 
and equipment. 

( 4) The Valuat·i n Officer may at any time, in connection
with a proposal, serve a notice on the owner, less,ee or oc:cupier of 
any property in the area, or on any one or more of them, requiring 
him or them to make · return contaiining such particulars as may 
be reasonably required for the purpose of enabling the Valuation 
Officer to decide whcihe' or not to make, or, ajs the case may be, 

· to object to the proposal

( 5) Every p12rso tipon Whom a notice to make a return is
served in pursuance of t is section shall within twenty-one days after 
ftie date of the service o the notice, or within such extended period 
as the Va]uation Officer may in any particufar case authorise, make 
and deliver to the Yalu rtion Offirer a return in the form rcqrnired 
by the notice. 

( 6) If any perso on whom a notice has been served under
this section fai]s without easonable excuse to comply with the notice, 
he shall be guilty of an IIence and on summary conviction thereof 
shalt be liable to a 1ine ot exceeding one hundred dollars, and to a 
further penalty of ten <l llars for each day during whjch the default 
continues after suoh con iction. 

( 7) If any pcrs n blowingly makes or causes to he made
a return required under this section whiah is false h1 any material 
particular, he shall be gu lty of an offence and on summary conviotion 
thereof ,siha.11 he liabk to a fine not exceeding five hundred dolJars or 
to imprisonment for a tc m not exceeding six months. 

(8) For the pur scs of this section a return of particulars
shall be d�emed to ind de a plan if so required by the. Vahrntion 
Officer. 

(9) The local au hority sha,11 by its officers give such assiistance
to the Valuation Onicer ith regard to the delivery and collection of 
returns as he may req est, and in default thereof any expenses in­
curred by the Valuation flicer in pe-rforming such functiorns sha1I be 
payab1e by the local au ority. 
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6. The Registrar of Deeds and the Commissioner of Lands
and Mines shall furnish to the Valuation Officer such information 
as he may require for the purposes of t!his Act. 

. 7. ( 1 ) T�� Valuation Officer shal1 hav.e power at all reasonable tunes after givmg · not less than forty-k!ight hours' notice in writing 
to the owil'er or occupier tto enter on and :survey or inspect any pro­
perty in. any 31rea in respect of wI1ich he has been directed to prepare . a valuat10n lrtst pU!rsuant to sect10n 4. 

( 2) If any person wiUuUy deliays or obstructs the Valuation
Officer in the exeroise of his powers undter this section he shall be 

·. guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a
: fine not exceeding two hundred dollars.

8. Where property tn respect of which one valuation would
otheiwise have been made unde.r this Act is ,situated partly in one 
area and partly in anothor area, the valuation shall first be made of 
tlre property as a whole and the value so determined lsihall be appor­
tioll'ed between the respective areas m suoh ratio as the Valuation 
Officer may, after consu]tatiOIIl with the local a�thorities administering 
the respective areas, determine. 

9. (1) Unless the Valuation Officer otherwise directs, there shall
be included in one valuation several propcrt!ies which arc contiguous 
to cacl_l other and are owned ·by the same pcrjs!On..

(2) PJaint, maahinery and equ;pment situated on one or more
properties may be aggreg,atcd for the pu_rposes of valuation if the pl�a.t, 
machinery and equipw_cnt and the properties on which they arc situated 
are contiguous, in the ownership of the sa1me person and form part 
of one industrial unj,t, 

PART Ill - VALUATION 

PROCEDURE - OBJECTIONS AND PROPOSALS 

10. (1) Where a va'luation Jist is to be madie for an area, the
Valuation Officer shall not later than six months prior to the day on 
which the Jist is to come into 01eration -

(a) 

(b) 

{c) 

(di) 

if the list �s for the City or a Town, or part thereofi 

prepare a draft list of the properties therein and the 
annual rental value of such properties de.termined 
in accordance wih the first schedule; 
if the list is for any other area than is mentioned in 
partigraph (a), prepare a draft list of the propedics 
therdn and the capital v;�lu(? of \such rroperties 
determined in accordanoe with ithe second s�hedule; 
transmit three copies of the draft list when completed! 
to the appropriaitc focal authority; 
forthwith publish notice that the draft Hst has been 
completed. 

(2) For the period beginning with the date on which the
copies of the completed draft list arc received by the local authority 
and ending twenty-one Jays after the date on which thie notice of 
the completion of the draft list is published as aforesaid, one of tlle 
said copies shall be open to public inspection at all reasonable hours 
at the offices 0:f the local authority, and the said notice shall include a 
slatemenrt of the right of objection under tsiection J J. 

11. ( 1) The owner of any property whioh appears on the (!raft
list, whether or not he is thic owner of the property affected by the 
objection, and the local authority within whose area the property 
is situated, may at alny time before lthe expiration of twenty-one days 
after the day on which the notice tinder section 10 was fi1st published 
lodge with the Valuat!ion Officer an objection in the prescribed form 
to the draft list in respect of any p1'0pCI1y. 
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( 2) The fo)l lWilllg objections and no others may be taken
namely, that -

(a) the as�e:sised value of any property is incorrect or
unf. ir;

(b) any matter bas been inserted therein or omitted there-
fro whidh ought not to have been inse-rfcd or
omi ted; [ · ( c) one ssessed vialue has 'been included in the draft. list
in r spect of properties sepa:rately assessable.

( 3) Every jection :shall fSIPecify the grounds on which it
is made anc.l the ame dment desirt!d to remove the objection.

( 4) It shall not be c01rtpcte111t for any person lodging an
objection to rely up n any grouq.d not specified therein.

( 5) Where person oth�r than the owner of the property
to which the objeoti n I1elates lddges on objection to the draft list,
notice thereof shall ble given by tti� Valuation Officer to the owner of
the property the sub"cct of the objection.

( 6) The V uation Officer shall give notice to the. local
authority of all objc tions made, other than objections by the locat
authority.

12. ( I ) After tl e expiration of the period limited for the lodging Revisib:n of
f . · f � . . li h l . ffi J I . draft hst, o nonces o ODJect10 to a draft st t e Va uat10n O ·cer t-:na 1, after 

considering the obje ions submitted to him, revise the draft list and
may, on that revisio , make such alteraitions in the draft list as he
thinks proper, \Vhet r for tl1e purpose of meeting an objection or
for any other reason.

(2) Where, on his revision, the Valuation Officer makes an
alteration in the draf Jist, · he shall forthwith serve notice of the alt�r­
ation on the owner o the property to which the alteratidn relates and
on the person who 1 dged the objection if not the owner thereof; 
and if no alteration · s made, he shall inform such owner r.nd such
person accor<lin,gly.

( 3) The V ua tion Officer shall give notice to the local
authority of all ahcn ons made. by h_im in respect of any property.

(4) Any not e served under this section shall be in the pre­
scribed form and sh n include a statement of the rights of appeal
conferred by ,�ectilm 22 and shall be accompanied by a prescribed
form of appeal.

13. ( l) The uation Officer shaH, not later than twenty-one Settling or
days before the day < which a valuation Jist is to come into openttiion, t!ie v�hm-. d · · l I" 1 1 al 1 · I h 11 tHm hst. settle, sign an trams ut sue 1 1st to t 1e oc aut 10nty am. s a at 
the same time notify the clerk of the -appeals panel that r;ruch list has
been settled, signed , d transmitted to the local authority.

(2) Before s ttling and signing the valuation list, _the Valuation
Oflicer shall make s ch alterations therein as are necessary to give
effect to any decisio s pursuant to an appeal under section 22 and
where a notice of ap eat has been withdrawn as the result of an agree­
ment ,nade between c Valuation Officer, the appe11ant and any other
person entitled to be :eard on the appeal, he ;shall include such altera­
tions in the valuatio list as are necessary to give effect to the agree­
ment.

( 3.) Save as aforesaid, . and subject to any alterations made
, for the purpose of orrecting any clerioail or arith,meticai error, the

voluation list as set ed aD:1d si1I;ned shall be identical with the draft
list revised as hereir before pn;-vided.

( 4) The· V' uation Officer shall not be required to await the
hearing and dNennit tion of all appeals pUI!Suant to. section 22 ·before
�ettling and signing he valuation list, and if any suoh appeal �s not
heard and determin ·before the valuation list is settled and signed,
it shall, unless with awn, be heard and determined as soon as pos­
sible the.reaftcr and he decision shall be deemed to have had em�ct
from the day on wl ch the list came into operation.
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(5) The valuation fo,t as transmitted to the local authori�hall as from the, date when it oomes into operation and subject any alterations made in accordance with this Act be the valuation Ii for the area to which iit relates and any failure on the part of ti e Valuation Officer to complete aIJ1JY proceedings with respect to t preparation and settling of the valuation list within the time require by this Act or t!hc omission from the list of any matters required this Act to be included itherein or t:he non-compliance with any f the provisions of this Act shall not of ,i�sclf render ithe valuation 1i:" , or the levy of any rate upon the assessed values of the properti s inserted therein invalid. ( 6) The Valuation Otliccr shall give n tice of the settlingthe valuation list and the notice shalt state that a copy tlw,reof is deposit at the offices· of the local authority for p blic inspection. 14. (1) A local authority onposit it in its offices. 
(2) The local authority shall give c ct to c1ny directio swhich the Valuation Officer may give pursu t to the provisio · of this Act authorising or requiring the Yalu ion Officer to ma alterations in a valuation list. ,15. (1) Any person, who, being the owne of any property i cJuded in the valuation list, is aggrieved by f y value ascribed · such Jist to his property may make a proposal 1 (a) after such list has been in f cc for not less thtwo years; (b) at any time by reason of an al\eration to any hous ,building or othe'r erection consitituting such propeor by reason of a mat�rial c�ange of use of suproperty; I(c) at any time by reason of any sqb-division of proper ywhich may necessitate the ,pportionment of t eassessed value of that property.(2) The Valuation Officer may at any time make a proposin respect of any property. 

h . . I k . ( 3) A local aut onty may at any tune ma ··e a proposal ,respect of any property not owned by it. 16. (_ I ) Every proposal shall -
(a) be made in accordance with paragraph (c) an ,except where it is made hy the Valuation Office ,be served on the Valuation Officer;(b) specify the grounds on which the proposal is base ;(c) comply with the requirements of any rcgulatiomade by the Minister with respect to the formproposals or otherwise with respect to the makithereof.(2) The Valuation Officer shall within seven days after: t edate on which a proposal is made by or served on him transmit copy thereof together with a statement in writing of their rights objection to each of �he following parties not be1ing the maker of t ·e proposal (a) the owner of the property to which the pro1lrelates;(b) the local authority.( 3) The owner of the property to wblch a proposal relat sor the local authority, not being the person making the proposal, my within twenty-one days from the date on which a copy of a noti e is served under subsection (2) serve on the Valuation Officer a noti of objection to the proposal in the prescribed form together 
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f;1uch number of copies as may be prescribed; and the Valuation Officer 
shail within seven days thc.reafter s-erve one copy on the matter of 
the proposal. 

(4)" Where the proposal is made otherwise than by the · 
Valuation Officer, the Valuation Officer may. withtin twenty-one days 
from the date on vthich t'hc proposal is served on him, serve on the 
maker of the proposal notice of objectio'n in �he prescribed form to 
the proposal. 

(5) Upon the expiration of the times limited bly subsections
(3) and ( 4), if a notice of objection i:n the priescribed form h:� not
been served or if a notice after being served is u111conditionally with­
drawn, the Valuation Officer shall cause suah ;alteration to be made
in the valuation lisl as will give effect -to the prop_osal.

( 6) No alteration shall be made in the vail.u:atfon list in pur­
suance of a prnposal where notice of objection has been given and 
not been withdrawn under subsection (5) unleis1s the matter has been 
referred to the appeals committee under ,section 23 and then only 
either -

(i) in pursuance of the decision of the appeals committee
or arbitrator or of the Court or of the C<mrt of
Appeal on an appeal from such committee; or

(ii) by agreement between all the persons entitled to
be heard by the appeals committc'O.
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17. (1) Subject to the provision" of this section. an alteraltion Effect. _ur 
d . th al . 1· • f' l h ll . ·t , . , alte,ra.t1ons ma e ill e v· uat10n 1st m pursuance o a proposa s a. m re art:1qn made in 

, to any rate current on the <lay when the proposal 1in pursuance of g;i::,'.ice 
which the alteration so made was served on the Valuation Officer, .posals. 

or where the proposal was made by the Valuation Officer, current at 
the date when notice of the proposal was served on the mv.ner of thei 
property !.in question, be deemed to have had effect as from the com­
mencement of the period in respect of. which the rate w:as made, and 
shall subject to the provisions of this section, have effect for the pur-
poses of any subsequent rate. 

(2) NotwitJhstandiing anything to the contrary in subsection
(1), an alteration in the valuation list which either -

(a) ari9es from the inclusion in the list of a newly ereoted
or reconstructed property; or

( b) is made by reason of a ahange in the value of ,1
property caused by the making of structural alterations
or by the total or partial destruction of any building 
or other erection by fire or any other physical cause;
or

(c) is made by reason of the changes in value of a pro-
perty from any other cause,

shall have efiect only as from such day as the \faluation Officer is 
satisfied is the day wh�n the new or a1ter,ed propc. ty is completed or 
occupied, or a'.s from sm.:h day as he is satisfied i. ti.he day when the 
evt:nt occurred by reason of which the alteratio is made, as the 
case may be. 

(3) Where in pursuance of a proposal an alteration is roadie
in the valuation list which affects the ::1mount of any rate levied in 
respect of any property in accordance with such lt"st, the difference,
if too much has been paid, shall be repaid or allo ved or, if too little 
has been paid, shall be paid and may be recovered ps if it were arrears 
of the rate whether or not the year in respect of which the rate is 
levied has expired. 

18. The V�lua�on Officer. may_ at any tin:te make or caUlse to Cl�I'icat and

be made any a1teration m a va1uatmn ltst which may be necessarv to ar1tilunetica1 
correct any cleiricail or arithmetical Jerror thereiri! and the list ihall errors. 
have effect and be deemed always to have had eff

1e
ct accordingly; but 

if the alteration is made in re1spect of any matter otlher than totals, 
the Valuation Officer shall, before making or causing any such a1teira-
tions to be .made send notice thereof to the ow�'Cr of the property 
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and to the local authority n t being the 0�1cr and shaU allow fourteen 
days to elapse during whic1 pieriod thie ownec of the prope11ty or the 
local authority may obje t to the proposed alteration in the same 
manm.:r m:; if the objection ad been an objection to a proposal under 
ocction 16 an<l it shall be 'Calt with accordingly. 

PART IV 
APPEALS 

19. (1) The Minister ha11 from time to time establish such
number of local rating va1u tion appeals p:mclis as he considers neces­
sary and shaU detcrmfoe-

(a) the area hich shall be served by any such panel;
( b) the numb of members of each such panel;
( c) the tenure of office of members.

(2) The Mini.stc.r . hall appoint the memb�I1s, of the appeals
panels and may at any tim revoke such appointments. 

( 3) The. Minister iay grant kave of absence to any meiffiber
of an appeals panel and m y appoint any .person to act in place of a 
member v.ho has been gra tcd lie.ave of absence. 

( 4) The Minister !iaU appoint one of the members of an
appeals panel to be the cha rman thereof and may, at any time, revoke 
such appointment; and wh e the chair��n is on leave or temporarily 
absent or jncapablc by re son of any provision of subsection ( 1) 
of section 3 7, of acting in ny proceedings under th�s Act, the Minis­
ter may appoint a person hether or not a membc,r of the appeals 
panel to act as chairman f r such period as he may determine, an<l 
if the per.son so appointed hi not a member he shall be deemed to 
be a m�mher for such per od. 

( 5) An appeals p nc1 shalJ moct at suc,11 time and pJace
as the chairman may dee iexpedicnt for the purpose of sdccting 
members to sit on appeals c mmittecs and for the consideration of any 
other rckvant matters. 

( 6) Any matter o which a votie is taken at a meeting of
an appeals panel sha:U he d cidcd by a majority of the votes of those 
present a,nd voting, and v.,r ere the vote is equal the chairman shall 
have a second or casting v tc. 

( 7) No member o an appeals panel shall without the ap­
proval of the Min,jst�r rccci ,c remuneration in respect of his .services, 
hut he shall be entitled h be paLid a subsjsocnce allowanC"c and a 
travelling allowance to me expenses actually incLLrred by reason of 
his attendance at meeting of the appeals panel or of an appeals 
committc�, and such allowa ccs �Im11 be as prcsc:ribed by the Minister. 

( H) No a.ppcal ag� nst the dccisiion of an appeals committoc
shali fail by reason of any vacancy in the appeals panel from which 
the members of the ,:fpc,1 s commitN::e were selected. 

20. ( I) Loca.1 rating v luation appeals committees constituted as
provided in this section �·h�l be convcn�d. as often as mar be nccoss�ry 
for the purpose of hearrng nd detcrmmmg appeals agamst draft hsts · 
and in rc�pe.ot of objcc1icns. to proposals. 

( 2) J1hc appeals c m1mittce which hears and determines an
appeal with respect to a ropcrty shaJ! consist Q� members of an 
appeals pand constituted ndcr su�scc!Ion ( 3) bemg the panel for 
the area \Vithin which that ropcrty 1s situated. 

( 3) Every appeals committee shall consist of the chaiirman
of the .ippca]s panel and t o mtmbers thereof to be scJcctcd by the 
panel. 

21. ( 1) The 1\finister shall appoint a person to be clerk of the.
appeals panel who ·shall asfist the c�airman. thereof and. the appca1s
committc'.cs in the pc.rforma cc of thcff functions under this Act. '. 



•I 

17TH MAY, 1969 THE OFF IClAL liAZEITE 
r (2) The expenses of eve.ry appeals panel including the ex­penses of appeals committees shall be defray\Xl out of moneys provided by Parliament. 
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22. ( ! ) Any person on whom a notice is served under subsection A�eal (2) of section 12, and the local authority within whosl' area the ���161tt. property is. situated, may appeal to an appeals committee with resp.xtto the property in question; and the Valualtion Office-r shall be therespondent to the appeal.(2) A notice of · appeal under this section shall be in the -prescribed form and shall be delivered to the clerk of the appeals, panel for the area, together with such number of copies as may be 1 p11cscribed, not later than fourteen days after service of the notice under subsection (2) of section 12 and shall, where the appellant is neither the owner of the property to which the appeal ·relates nor the local authority, be accompanied by a sum of twenty-live dollars ns • security for costs. (3) A notice of appeal under this section shall contain astatement of the grounds of appeial richled upon, and except \Vith tfue leave of the appeals committee, it S'hall not be compeuent for the appe11an] to rely on ainy grounds of appeal not iset out therein or, where the appeJlant was the objector, any grounds otiher than thost! in the objection. 13. (1) Where noti�e of objection to a proposal is given under bojectionsubseotion (3) or ( 4) of section J 6 and sooh notice is not uncondi- : .e:;�:�::­tionally witlhdrawn, the Valuation Officer shall refer the matter to o:n1ned hy 
· · 

f h · d l 
· · ,a,ppeab the appeals comnnttee with 1a request or : earmg an t etermmatlon, ,comn1ttu:c. and in such a case the person making the proposal shall be the Iappellant and the person objecting to such proposal shall be the respondent. (2) A request under this section sqaJl be in the prescribedform and shall be delivered to the clerk of ·1:he appea1s panel for the area, together with such number of copies as may be prescribed, within twenty-one days after the day when notice of objection was served under subsection (3) or (4) of section 16. 24. Thoe clerk of the appeals panel ,shall not later than seven Service of day� after deliver� to �im of a !lotice of ap�eal or a request, under �ii�c:i, �!1, section 22 or sect10n 2J, respectively, tra111sm1,t a copy to each of the pe-r�on,s persons ( other than the appellant) entitled unde,r subsection ( 3) of t1�t\�:;�d�<> section 25 to be hear<l on the appeal. 25. (l) Where notice of appeal under section 22 or a request ilk·ar1n,g ,aind under section 23 �s dieliverdd to the clerk of an appeals panel, he shall �;��.�r�irrn� notify the uhairman of the panel who sihall convene an appeals com- :ap-rJoeals. mittee and the clork of the appeals panel shall s�nd to the appella\nt and to the persons entitled under subsection (3) of Vhis section ito bei heard, not less than three days before such day as shall be fixed for the hearing, notice of the time and place ,appointed for the hearing of the appeal. 

(2) The appeals com,mittee shall hear tJhe appeal and mayadjourn the hearing from time to time until ilti has diis,posed of all the appeals lodged and for fhat purpose shaU be deemed to be a court wit(hin the me;ining of th� Evidence Ordinance and shall have the Cap. 2s same power of summoning witnesses, enforcing their attendance and compelling them to give evidence and produce document� as has a magistrate's court under the Summary Jurisdiction (Petty Debt) Ordi-nance iand any rule�· u. for. ce. in that court;. and. every such committee· cav. 16 shall, unless the co rnittee otherwi-se orders, on the application of any party to the appeal · <l upon be-ing satisfied that the interests of either party would be pre udic-i:1Hy affected, sit in public. (3) At the I hearing of an appeal -by an appeals c@rn.mittee -(a.) thJ appellant;(b) thd Valuation Officer;
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( c) the owner of the property to which the appeal relates
(when he is not rhe appellant) ;

( d) the local authority for the area in which the property is
situated (when �hat local authority is not th� appellant);

and 
(c) in case of an appeal against a draft list, the objector,

(when he is not one of Vhe persons. previou31y mentioned
in this sub-sectfon),

shall he entitled to appear and be heard, ejthcr personally or by counsel 
or s(jlicitor, and to caJI v1it nesses. 

(4) After hearing the persons mentioned in subsection (3)
or such of them as desire to be heard, the appeals committee shall 
give such directions v.it.h 1espect to the manner in which the property 
in question is to be treated in the draft list or the valuation list, as 
the case may be:, as appears to it to be ne�ary to give effect to the 
contention of the a:ppcUant if and. so far as �hat contentiOin appears 
to the committee to· be wen founded and the Valuiation Officer shaU 
cause the di.raft Ji.st or the valuation list, as the case may be, to be 
altered accordiing)y. 

(5) Where on an uppeal the decision of an appeals committee
is not unanimous the decision of the committee shall be the decision 
of the majority of the members thereof. 

( 6) The c:osti,; of the appeals shall be awartkd in such manner
as the co,mmittre determines and: shall be recovembJc in the manner 
provided by section 35 of the Summary Jurisdiction (Petty Oebn 
Ordinance. 

('7) The appeals committee s.hall cause notice of every decision 
to be pubJ;ish'ed at ,the offices of the local authority of the area in 
which the propc1rty i;-:; situated and a copy thereof to be sent to 
the Valuation Ofliccr. 

( 8) ,\ny person mti,tJed to appeal from the decis,ion of an
appeals committee under section 22 or section 23 shall on payment 
of a fee of twelve cents per folio of one hundred and twenty words 
be entitled to receive from the clerk of the appeals panel a copy of 
the record of the proce.cdings of the appeals committee including 
tl1e notes of evidence taken and the memorandum of reasons for the 
committee's decision. 

26. (]) Notwithstanding anything in the preceding provisions of
this Act, the persons who would be entitled to appear and be heard 
before an ,appeals committee may by agreement fo writing refer to 
arbitratio;1 m1y mattor which would hu:t for t!h.e. agreement fall to be 
hcanl or dictcnnjncd by that appeals committee and the matter shall 
be referred lo arbitration accordingly. 

(2) The Arbitration Ordinance shaU �1pply, m1.ttc1tfa mutandis,
to any such arbitration. 

( 3) The award in any such arbitration may include any
difC'ctions including directions as to costs which might under this Act 
have been given by the appeals, committee and effect shall be giv�n 
to those dfrcctions as iJ they ha:d been given by that committee. 

27. (I) Any person who in pursuance of section 25 appears be­
fore ain appeals commjttce on the 11eairing of an appea:l and is aggrieved 
by a decision of sud1 committee may appeaJl to the Comt in'the manner 
and subject to the conditions hereinafter provoic.lcd. l 

( 2) fhc ,appcl.Jant shaJJ within fourteen days _after the decision
of the appeals oommittice has been published jn accordance with sub· 
section ( 7) of scctfon 25 deliver to the clerk of the appeals panel a 
written notice of appeal setting out the grounds therefor, and wh� 
t!h.c appellant is not the J,Jcal authority o� Uhc o�ncr of the pro�ty 
to which the appca1 rc'lates or the Valrnat10n Officer, sha11 lodge w�� 
the clerk of the appeal5 panel the sum of twenty-five ldolla:rs as sccuno/ 
for costs. ; 

( 3) Whhin twenty-one . days after receipt of tho notice d,f ·
appeal, the dc.rk of th::-. appcails panel sha11 hxtge with rhc Rcgi1Strar-+ 
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(a) one copy of the evidence given before the appeals
committee;

(_ b) a copy · of the dccisiion of the committee and the 
reasons therefor s1igned by the chairman; 

( c) the notice or appeal;
l.d) any sum deposited. as security for costs.

( 4) Thie Registrar shal'l, not less than t!hree days before snch
· day as 1Slha1l be fixed for the hearing, causie notice of the day anld the
, hour fixed for the hearing of _the appeial to be seillt by registered post
'to the persons who ,appeared as parties to the proceedings before the
·· appeals committee.

. (5) Every appeal under this section shall be heard by a Judge
sitting in chambers who shall have po�er-

( a) to order that evidence be adduced on a day to be
fixed for the purpose;

( b) to refer the matter tjo the appeal's committee to make
a fresh inveSitigation subject tp such direction of
law, it any, as the Judge -thinks fit to give; ,md

( c) to confirm, increase or decrease the assessed valua­
tion.

( 6) The decision of the Judge shall be endorsed on the record
!_ of ,the decision of the appeals committee together with the datie of 
, the decision of the Judge, and shail be signed by the Registrar. 

(7) The Registrar shall transmit tio tihe Valuation Officer one
copy of the decision endorsed and signed in accordance with sub­
:section ( 6). 

( 8) In any appeal und�r this isection t:he award of costs, if
�· any, and the a.mount of any such award shall be in the discretion of 

the Judge hearing the appeal: 

ProV1ided that CUSits shall nol be awarded against any person to 
whom notice is given under subsection ( 4) who prior to the day of 
hearin.g gives notice to thra Registrar that he does not propose to 
oppose �he Hppeal. 

(9) An appeal shall lie on any question of law from1 an order
of tlhe Judge hearing the appeal t:o ihe Court of Appeal in accordance 
with any faw for the time being having application :in that behalf. 

PART V 

MISCELLANEOUS AND TRANSITIONAL 
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28. ( 1) All expenses incurred by tihe V,aluation Officer in the Expenses of 

performance of his functions undc.r this Act (,including the costs of any v,�1!-&'tio111
appeal awarded against or jncurred by him) shall be payable out of om�r. 

moneys provided by Parliament. 

(2) Any costs of appeal awarded h) the Valuat1ion Officer
shall be paid to the Governmentt of Guyana. 

29. · The Minister may fix charges according to a scaile which Contnilbu-
shal!l be paid by a local authority as a contribution to rhe Govemmen,t tio,ns by 

of Guyania towards the expenses incurred under the provisions of -�his '.::�orHks . 
. Act within the area administered by the local 1authority. 

30. (1) The Valuation Officer may request t1he use !Jy him of Premiises. 

premises belonging t:o the local aut!hority and the local authori,ty shall 
not unreasonab'ly refusie the reque(st. 

.
. 

( 2) The chai.rman of any appeals panel may request t:he · use
· of premises belonging to -the locaJ authority for a meeting of the

appeals panel or of any appeals comp1ittee consitJituted from miembers
of such panel or for the use lby himse1f or t;he clerk of the pa111el and
the local authority shall not unreasonably refuse the request.
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( 3 ) Where request is made under ,subsection ( 1 ) or sub-section (2), any disp te as to whe·t\her the request has been unrealson­ably refused shall be determined by the Minister. 
( 4) Wh�re emiscs are made available under subsections (1) and (2) the local a thority shaJi not make anv ctharge for the use of such prnmisCJS. · ... 

31. When the -course of t�c exercise of any of its func· tions any informatior comes to the notice of a local authority that a valuation lisit require alteration in respect of a property, it sha11 be the duty of that local authority to inform ·the Valuation Officer. 
32. ( 1) Any not cc or other document required or authorised to be given to or served on any person undier the provisions of tht-- Act 1nay be given or scrv d e,i,ther -

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(c) 

by iivcring it to the person; or by l aving it at the usual or last known rcsid\)nce of t-hat person� or in the case of a company ,at its regis­tcrc office; or by rwar<ling it by registered post addressed to that person at his usual or Jas.t known residence, vr in t case of a compa�y at its registered office; or 
by ciivef!ing it to some person at the premises to whi 1 it relates or i[ thicre is no person on the pre­mise· to whom fr can be so delivered, then bv affixine it to some conspicuous part of the premisc1s.;· or " 
with ut prejudice to the foregoing provisions of this subs ction, whc:rc the propert1y to which the docu-rncn is to be sent is ·a plaC'c of business of the pcrs n to or on whom it is to be given, or serve� by 1 avjng it, or forwarding it by registered post · · addr sscd to that pe:rson, at the said place of busi· 

(2) If it is J t practicable after reasonable inquiry· Uo asCer· tain the name and a rcss of the person to or on whom it shouldbe given or served, any oticic or other document by this Act requiired or authorised lo be g ven or served on the owner, lessee or occupier of any premises may be addressed to the person concerned by the description of "ownc , .. � "lessee" or "occupier" of the premises,·· as the case may require, and deli�rrcd to some person on the prem�es or if tlherc is no pers n on the premises to whom it can he delivered by affixing ,it to :som , conspicuous part of the premises. 
(3) Any no cc or other document required or· autihor�· · by or under the pro · iom: of this Act to be given to or served on a local authodty, an ap als panel, an appeals committee or ,the Valua­tion Officer shall be · ccmc.d to be duly given or served if in writlng and de.livered or sent by registered post-

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 

case o( a looal authority to 1:ihc clerk therepf; '. 
case o[ an appeals panel or appeals commi¥: · 
clerk of the appeals panel; 

l:, \,case of vhe Valuation Officer to the Vaiut, :
,-

33. Any noti c. or other document or any extract therefrqm 
required by or under th? provi5i0111s _?f this Act) to be given � �t 1·sorvc<l by a ]ocall aut onty,, a:n appea:�s panel, an �ppeals. co�tt� 
or the Valuation om r shall be suffie1iently authenticated 1f s1gnedr- :_ 

l :; 

(a) in t c case of a local authority, by the clerk ther�t
(b) in ti e case of an •aiJpeal,s panel or commiHee, �y

the c erk of the a,ppea1s panel; 
(c) in th case of the Valuation Officer, by the ValuiatifnOffic r. 

I 

l, ' 
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34. Any valuation Jist in force or any extraob therefrom, may Eyi,�,nce 
be proved by the production of a copy of tlhe list or of an extract 01 hsts. 
therefrom, purporting to be certified by the Valuation Officer as a 
true ,copy or extract; and the ceritficate shall state that all alterations 
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, required to be made in pu11suance of this Act. 1in such list or in the part 
of such list extracted have be1en correctly made in the copy or extract 
so produced. 

35. Any person may include in the same objection. appeal, . • • · • lmdu,s1on proposal or other proceedrng under this Act all or any propert1cs a.rn one 
or which he is the owner and which arc ,attached or ad p:eent to or �?�:;::.�re
contiguous with each oliher and pa:1iticufars of which are inserted in prqpcrtiPs. 
the d.mft list or valuation Vist notwithstanding thait: the prnperties 
are Ncparat:e:ly assessed in the list. 

36. Unle1ss othcnvise provided in t1his Act any notice or oth.c,r IPL�bli>cation 
. b b . I . 1 . A . I -b b . l I .b o,f not ices matter reqmred to c pu1 Iis1ed under t111s ct smll e pu hs1ec ly 

affixing the said notice or .matter at the offices of the local ,authority 
and it may also be published in such other manner, if any, as is, in the 
opinion of the person required to publish it, expedient to give publicity 

' thereto. 

37. ( i) A member of an appeals ·l)aniel or apB1eals commhtee or ,Pe1fo�1-
. • wn,c·e, of 

a J udg� of the Supreme Court of Judicature shall 1not be incapable of duties ��ot · · d · 1 · · t I t ct. k to b� ilis-act mg 111 any procee, mgs on appe,a or otherw,1se l>roug 1 or 'La en qnalific-

pursuanlt to this Act by rea1son only uf the fact ·Uhat he is the owne,r ,atio,n. 

of or interested in any property included in a draft list or valut�tion 
list other than 1tihat which is the subject of the proceedings. 

(2) Th� Valuation Officer sha:Il not be incapable t)f fixing
the valrne of any property. or of including such value in a draft 1ist, 
or of making a proposal in respect of suelh property. by reason only 
of the fact thlat ei�her he or his wife is the owner of the property or 
bas anv fimmcial inrerest t1herein, bu:t in m1y such cnse the Valuation 
Officer"' 1shaH give written notice thereof to tlhe local authority when 
transmitting to it the draft list or the propdsaL 

38. ( 1) Subject ,no the provisions 0f this Act any property of the �a ��� 

Crown or of the State of Guyana shall be v\a:tueci in like manner to a,nd State 

·h d I G · f G b 11 · th pro,pe.rty · any on er property an t 1c overnmrnt ,o uyana s a' enjoy e 
same rights under this Act as any other owner. 

(2) For the purposes of tlhi•; Act any reference therein to
an owner shall, in the case of any property being the property of 
the Crown or the State of Guyana, be deemed to be a refl�rencc to 
rhe Chief Works and Hydraulics omcer: 

Provided that, in exercis�1 of :any d'Ulties under this section, the 
said Chief Works and Hvdrauiics Officer 1slhall noti be liable to incur 

' any penaJty imposed under this Act. 
,. • • , Special .:,9. For the purpose of determmrng the assessed value o[ 1wovisio� 

any property abutting a steUing, the stelliinig together with the ibuildngs �f�����1'.0� 
or otlher ierections thereon shall be deemed to be part o[ the property. 

,Power of 
40. ( l) If at any time any difficulty arises in connection wi-th Mi.mister to 

1 the application of this Act or the preparrntion of the valuation lis.ts �Jffi�·�ft.ks. 
; or in bringing into operation any of t!hle provisions: of ·tihis Act. 111,e 
: Minister may, by order, make such provisfon as appears to him to 

be necessary or expedient for securing the due preparation of the 
said lists or for ot/he:rwise applying the provisions of this Act. 

(2) Any such order may modify the provisions of this Act
1 if f respect of any ,particular matter or ocoasion so far as may appear 
· to the Minister to be necessary or expedi,e,nt for carrying tlhe order
' into efl'ect 
I 

. 

I
' 41. The Miniistcr ·may make regulations generally for carry- Po�t·r to 

ing this Act jnto effect and also for prescribing alll,Ything which by ;���!io:;. 
this Act is to be prescribed including tihe form of any return, list, 
objeotioo, prop0isal or other docunl'enrt whioh is required or autlhorised 
to be used for the purposes of this Act. 
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42. ( 1) Ail regulations made by the Mini er under this Act
shall laid before the National A scmbly withil fourteen days 111cxt
aft<cr _t 1cy are mad_c ;:�.nd if. the Na�onal Asso�10 y within th� period
of th 1r y days begmnmg with the fiy on wh1ch the rt:gulations are 
laid b fore it resolv,e that the regul tions or any part thereof be an­
nulled, they shall thereby � ann ed to dlc nt set forth in t:hc 
resolu ion, and the regulations or part thereof, so annulled shall 
thence orth become void and of n effect but ithout prejudice to 
the va idity of anything previously one under th regulations, or part 
thcrco , as the case may be, -or to e making of new regulations. 

(2) In reckoning fo_r the ubscct10n (1) any 
period of days, no accmmt s'hall time during which 
ParJia 1cnt is dissolved or prorog or during, which the National 
Assen ly is adjoumcd for more th n seven day . 

forre.1:ure ot Where 1.lllder th.:e JJrovi ions of rhi� ct an appeal is made 
secunty for 

• · ···- · · ' · 

coms ·,n either to an appeals commhtcc or to t\he Court and such appeal is 
Ce""'t:1.t.u, oage�. Withd awn Ot'hierwisC thafl by ag!"CC Cl1t betWOCll '11 tihe parties ci1titled 

to be 1ean.l on such appeal or 1i.ot n,sccutccl by tlhe appellant before 
the ap 1cals committee or Court, as he case may c, the sum deposited 
as sec uity for costs shall b'C forfcite atn:d shaII. h paid to the Govern-

Prosecutions. 

Rcr,c"°l. 

Oap. 150. 

c�1n. 1:::,4 

Cap. 161. 

ment f G�yana. 

1.1-1. • ( 1) Save as othcnvise exp �ssly provide , all offences against 
this ct or aga.im,t any rcgu]atio s made uncl r this Act shall be 
prose 1tecl under tl1e Summary J isdiction Ord nanccs. 

(2) A person guilty cf an offence again t thi1s1 Act for which
no sp cbl penalty is provided sha be liable 01 cooviction to a fine 
not e cccding two hundred ,and 1if do1lars or t imprisonment for a 
term ot exceeding three monlhs. 

4. . The following cnactn 

(a) sections 96 to 1 4 (both sccti ns inclusive) of the
Loca1 Govit:rnmc t O:·di11mn:ce ·

( b) sections 3 to 2 7 ( oth sections i elusive) ,and sections
31 to 44 (both scdlons inclu ivc) of the George­
town (VcJluation nd Rating) rdinancc;

( c) sections 136 to 142 (both sect om inclusive) of the
New Amsterdam Town Coune 1 Ordinance; and,

No. 5 of 195'9. (<l) the Local Govern cnt (_Valuati n of: Property) Ordi­
nance, 1959. 

8avingr-J am.l 
trainsiitli.0�1al 
r,rovi,1ions 
-Cap. 150. 

Can. 1s;4, 

Cao. 161. 

(1) Notwrth6ta111ding the r peal of secti ns 96 to l 04 (both
sect ons inclusive) of the LocL Gov;c.rnmen Ordinan,ce, a local 

rity may, until a valuation l ·st in rdation 1o the area admmis-
by such local authority pr - ared pursua t to this Act comes 

>peration, continue io apprai e new builcli gs or re ·appraise old
buil ·ngs in that area as if this ct had not I en enacted, and any 
app isemcnt or re-appraisement f lots or buil ings made under that 
Ord· ance in relation to that area and in force · mediately before the 
com enccment of this Act shall ontinue in fo cc and have effect in 
mlat on to that area as it' it we• a valuation list made under this 
Act util a valuation list for thab area prepare h) tl1i·s1 Act 

s into operation. 

(2) Notwiihstandjng tl1e 3 to 27 (both 
ns inclusive) and sections l to 44 (b h sections inclusive) -
c Georgetown (Valuation a d Rating) Or 'inance, the valuation 

]ist including. any supplcm�nt!a list) made ndcr that Ordinance 
and in force immectiatelv before 1d.nt of this Act shall 
cont. nuc in force and �ay he at me to time as if this 
Act. had ,not been r.111acted and sh 1'l have effcc as if it were a valua­
tion list made under this Act nt,il a valua! · on '.list for the City 
pix: ared pursuant to this. Act co cs into oper tio1r1. 

(3) Notwithstanding the epeal of sec ·ons 136 to 142 (both
scct"ons incJm,ive) of the New A nsterdam To Council Ordinance,' 
the own Council of New Amst rdam may, u ti1 a valuation list in 
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relation to 1he Town p1�pared pursuant to this Act comes into opera­
tion, continue to appraise new buildings and ,to re-appraise any lot 
or building as if this Act had not been enaclted, and any appraisement 
or rc-·appraisemeint made under that Ordinance in force immediately 
before the commencement of this Act shall continue in force mid 
have dTec:t as if it w�rc a valuation list made under this Act until 
a valuation list for the Town prepared pursuant to thi:,; Act comes 
into operation. 

60? 

( 4) The provisions of t1he Local Government Ordinance, the Cap.
Georgetown (Valuation and Rating) Ordinance and the New Am-f!�: 
sterdam Town Council Ordinance, as the case may be, shall, for th\! 
purpose of the assessment, levying and raising of tax.�s and · rates, 
apply to a valuation Jist prepared pursuant to this Act and in force 

150. 
154. 
161. 

in .my area. 
(5) Notwithstanding the prov1:sions. of section 45 any regula­

tions or l1rders made under ar1y of the provisions repealed by the said 
section 45 and in operation at the conunencement of this Act shall, 
in so for as lhey are not inconsistent with Ohe provisions of this Act, 
continue jn operation unti'l revoked by regulations made un�cr this 
Act. 

( 6) Any return made to the Valuation omcer pursuant to !-lo. 5 of J!il'S9. 

section 8 of the LocJ.l Govennmcnt ( Valuation of Property) Ordi-
nance, 1959, shall have effect as if it were a return made to the 
Valuation Officer pursu·,unt to this Act, notwithstanding tlhe revocation 
of any order made under section 5 of that Ordinance prior to the 
commencement of this Act. 

47. ( l ) On the commencement of tihis Act, all records, plans and Trn:ii,fc:r 011 

· f · · l • l · f h f' records. m ormat1on rli:.atmg to va uat10n or t: e purpos� o town taxes or
ratmg wit hm t!hC boun'ctancs ot the City of Georgetown :1s defined
in me ueorgctown Town council uromancc m we custody of true ca· . p 112 

City Council or of th{.; �u.:isessment committee appointed under .:-:ection 
3 of the Georgetown ( Valuation and Rating) Ordinanoe. shalJ he Cap, 1�4. 

handed over to and be under the -control of t!he Valuation Oflker who 
may use any information therein for the puirpose of rhe. preparation 
·of the vuiuation list.

(2) On the making of an order u111de:r section 4 for the
preparation of a valuation list for any area, all records, pfans and
information relating to valuation for rating purposes in such area,
in the custody of a loca1 authority shall be handed over to and be
under the custody' of the Valuation Officer who may use any inform-
aition therein for the purposes of the preparation of the valuation
Jist.

FIRST SCHEDULE Section 10
RULES FOR THE DETERMINATION OF ANNUAL RENTAL

VALUE. 
I. The Valuation Otncer shall determine the annual rent of every �Jl���0;!

property. determine 
annual rent. 

2. The annual rent of every property shall be tl1e rent at which Dcfirnition 
. . h b] b d I f .f l t of annual 1t m,g t reasona y e expecte to et rom year to year 1. t 1e e.nant r-ent. 
undertook to pay all rates, and if the landlord undertook to bear the 
cost of the repairs and insurance, and the other expenses, if any, 
necessary to maintain the property in a state to command that rent. 

3. In determining the annual rent the Valuation Officer shall in �:��:1�·
all ca�es have regard to: detiermin1nii 

the annual 

(a) the purpose for which the property is actually used or rent. 

occupied, or if not actually used or occupied, the purpose
for which it is reasonably suitable; and

(b) the description, locality a_nd condition of the lot and all
its advantages, fitnesses, facilities and capacities.

4. The Valuation Officer shall in res·pect of every prnperty fix Dd1n1tion 

the assessed value which shall be the annual rent. ��1�;�essed 

5. The assessed value of any property shall be increased or re- Adjustment 

duced, as the case may be, to the nearest hundred do1lars and such �!,�!�e-<,sed 
assessed value, increased or reduced shall be the value inserted in the 
drait list and the valuation list. 
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Valuation Officer todetet'.mi'ne capital vatue. 
Dcfli,rti�on 
o·f ass.,.sed 
value. 

Definiti<>no,f capital va.Jue. 

Plant, madlli.'llery and equip­ment. 

Excmpled propertic•.

Adjn!tme,n\of iasse�d vaJue. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE Section 10 

. RULES FOR T.IJE DETERMINATION_,,.OF CAPITAL VALUE. 

1. The Valuation Officer shall determine the capital value of
every property. 

2. The Valuation Officer shall in respect of every property fix
the assessed value which shall be the capital value. 

. 3 .. The capital value shall be. t_he amount which the property,
1£ s?ld m the open market by a wdlmg seller, might be expected to
realise. 

4. The Minister may by order provide for the manner in which
the rateable value of plant, machinery and equipment us·ed for in­
dustrial purposes shall he determined. 

5 . No land which is the site of -

(a) a highway, bridge, dam o'r foot path;
( b) a ditch, d.riain, canal, wat�ay;
(c) a railway line the property of 1tlbc Crown or of the State

of Guyana,
and no house, buHding or other erection with ,a superficial area of less 
than _one hundred 1square feet if totally enclosed, or two hundr.ed square
feiet 1f not totally enclosed, ishall be assessed or included in the valua­
tion list. 

6. The asse1ssed value of any property as computed under 
the fore,going rules shall be increased or rdduced, as the case may be, 
to the nearest hundred dollars and sudh assessed value, increas�d or 
reduced 1sha11 be the value inser/lled in the draft 1ist and the valuatiion 
list. 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

The purpose of this Bill is to make provision for the valuation 
of ptoperty on which rates are to be levied under legislation est)ablish­
ing municipal and district counoils. 

The basis of valuation for the extended City of Georgetown and 
the extended Town of New Amsterdam is to be itlhat of annual rental 
Vailue. The basis of valuation for the districts to be constituted under 
the legislation referred to is to be that of capital value. 

Under the Bill the duty of preparing the valuation list is imposed 
upon the Valuation Oifice,r. Before settling this list however he is 
required to compile draft lists to which objection may be made. Ap­
peals will 1ie to Appeals Committees drawn from local rating valuation 
appeals panels against the. Valuation Officers's determination of 
objections to the draft list. Furl/her appeal can be made to the High 
Court and in certain case:s, to the Court of Appeal. 

After the v�luation list has been sctt[cd for any area the ownrr 
of the property, the local authority in whose area the· property is situated 
and the Valua1tli.on Officer may make proposals for its aJlteraition. 
Objections may be made to such proposals and in such a �ase the 
Valuation Officer shall refer ·fihlc matter to the Appeals Comm1ttee for 
hearing and deter,minaticlll. 

The Bill is designed to replace the Local Government (Valuation
of Property) Ordinance (No. 5 of 1959) and the procedure_for the
appraisement of properties under the Georgetown (Valuat10!1 and
Ratincr) Ordinance (Chapter 154), the Local Government Ordmance
(Chapter 150) and the New Amsterdam Town Council Ordinance
(Chapter 161). 

A transitional provision is made, however, to keep in force, until 
new valuation lists under the Bill have been prepared, existing valua­
tion lists and appraisements for the areas for which they have been 
made. 

(Bill No. 9/1969) 
(L.G. 20/6). 

C. M. LLEWELLYN JOHN,
Minister of Local Government.




