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FIRST SCHEDULE.

SECOND SCHEDULE.
A BILL

Intituled

An Act to makd provision for the Valuation of Property for Rating
Purposes and for matters connected therewith.

Enacted by|the Parliament of Guyana:—

1.

PART 1 — PRELIMINARY
Thi Act may be cited as the Valuation for Rating Pur-

593

A.D. 1969.

Short title
and com-

poses Act, 196 , and shall come into operation on such day, as mencemca.
the Minister ma , by order. appoint.

2. (1) In his Act, unless the context otherwise reauires —

“appeals committee” means a local rating valuation
appeals committee;

‘appeals panel” means a local rating valuation appeals
panel;

“as essed value” means the value of any property as
sh wn in a draft list or valuation list;

“Ciy” means the City of Georgetown;

“City Council” means the municipal council 1 and for
the City;

“cl rk” means the chief executive officer of a local
a thority;

“C urt” means the High Counrt;

“d aft list” means the list which the Valuation Oflicer
is required to prepare under section 10;

3

“J dge” means a judge of the Court;

“local authority” means the Mayor and City Council of
~orgetown, the Mayor and Town Council of New Am-
s rdam and any local authority constituted under the
cal Government Ordinance and includes any local
alithority which may hereafter be constituted under any
13w relating 1o local government;
inister” means the Minister to whom responsibility for
i cal government is for the time being assigned;
“o jection” means an obiection to a draft list or to a
p oposal;

‘

“owner” means the person for the time being receiving
t e rent of the lands, buildings or erections in connection
ith which the word is used, whether on his own account
ol as agent or trustee for any other person, or who
ould so receive that rent if the iands, houses, buildings
r erections were let at a rent, and where the lands,
uses, buildings or erections are not let includes any
rson in possession of the lands, houses, buildings or
erections;

Interpre-
tation.

Cap. 150
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“property” means any separate parce of land, or any
house or building or other erection, where such  parcel
of land, house, building or other erection is cither owned
or capacle of being owned separately and includes piant,
machinery and equipment; 4

“proposal” means a proposal for th amendment of a
valuation list;

“rate” mecans any rate which may be|levied by a local
authority pursuant to any law;

“Registrar” mcans the Registrar of the Court;

“Town™ means the Town of New msterdam, or any
other arca declared to be a Town by order of the Min-
ister for the purposes of this Act;

“vajuation list” means a valuation list s settled in accord-
ance with seotion 13 and amendc under any other
provisions of this Act.

(2) Where in this Act therc is a refercnc to a Part, section
or scheduic by number only and not in conjuncti n with the titlc of
an Act or Ordinance, such reference shall be cons: ued as a reference
to the Part. scction or schedule of that number co tained in this Act.

(3) Where in any section of this Act ere is a rcference
to a subsection or paragraph by number or lett r only and not
conjunction with the number of this or any other Act or of an Ordi-
nance, such reference shall be construed as a re °rence to the sub-
section or paragraph of that number or letter cont ined in the section
in which such rcfercnce appears.

Valuation 3. (1) There shall be a Valuation Officer apd such number of
Officer and  yajuers as may be requisite for the purposes of thig Act.
(2) The functions of the Valuation Off cer under this Act
may, subject to any instructions he may give, exercised by any
valuer.

PART H — VALUATION

Preparation 4. (1) The Minister may, by order, dircct t e Valuation Officer
Tsae om0 preparc a valuation list in any arca of Guyan administered by a

local authority and he may in such order appont a day when the
preparaiion of the valuation list shall commence and he may, by a
further order, appoint a day on which such valu tion list shall come
into opcration.

(2) The Minister shall by order fix, in respect of any and
every valuation of property in any area as afore aid, a datc at which
all property in that arca shall he valued:

Provided thad if the Minister deems it n ccssary or expedient
to do so he may alter, from timc to time, any dates fixed by him
under this subscction.

(3) The Minister may by the jirst-men ioned order in sub-
section (1) or any subsequent order designate a y area which is not
for the time being administercd by a local auth rity, as an area pro-
posed to be amalgamated with a local authority to be named in the
order and with cllcct from the coming into opera ion of sach an order
the area’ so designated shall for the purposes { subscction (1) be
decmed to be part of the arca administered by. he local authority. .

(4) Where an arca has been designa ed under subscction
(3) the rcfercnces in sections 1C, 11, 12, 13, 1 , 15, 22, 24 and 25
to a local authority shall be construcd as refelences to the District
Commissioner within whose Wistrict the area so csignated is sitwated.

(5) Subsequent valuation lists in respec  of any such area
shall be prepared by the Valuation Officer and hall come into oper-
ation on the Ist January in every fifth ycar afer the year in which
the list for the arca has come into operation irsuant to subsection

.
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(6) The Ministe may, by order, extend the period during
which a valuation list m y remain in force:

Provided that such order shall have the effect of extend-
ing the period during w ich a list shall remain in force beyond ten
years from the day on ich it first came into operation.

(7) Every valualion Jist shall remain in force until it is
superseded by a new list

(8) In subsectio (4), the word ‘“‘district” means the district
administered by a Distri t Commissioner under the District Govern-
ment Ordinance.

5. (1) In every cas where a valuation list is to be made under
this Act for any area, t  Valuation Officer may serve a notice on
the owner, lessee or occ pier of any property in the area, or on any
one or more of them requiring him or them to make a return contain-
ing such particulars as m y be reasonably required for the purpose of
enabling the Valuation  ficer accurately to compile the list.

(2) The Valuati n Officer may at any time require the land-
lord, tenant or any other erson in possession of receipts, rent books or
other books of account r any other document relating to the rents
paid or received, the ex enses incurred in the administration of any
property or the purchas price of any property or any other matter
connected with any prop rty to produce those receipts, books or other
documents for inspection and any such person who without reason-
able excuse refuses to oduce any of those receipts, books or any
other such document wh n so required shall be guilty of an offence.

(3) The owner f any property in or upon which is mstalled
any plant, machinery or quipment shall include in the return required
.to be made a full and co plete statement of all such plant, machinery
and equipment.

(4) The Valuati n Officer may at any time, in connection
with a proposal, serve a notice on the owner, lessee or occupier of
any property in the area, or on any one or more of them, requiring
him or them to make ‘ return containing such particulars as may
be reasonably required for the purpose of enabling the Valuation
Officer to decide whethe or not to make, or, as the case muy be,
to object to the proposal

(5) Every perso  upon whom a notice to make a return is
served in pursuance of t is section shall within twenty-one days after
the date of the service o the notice, or within such extended period
as the Valuation Officer may in any particular case authorise, make
and deliver to the Valu tion Officer a return in the form required
by the notice.

(6) If any perso on whom a notice has been served under
this section fails without ecasonable excuse to comply with the notice,
he shall be guilty of an flence and on summary conviction thereof
shall be liable to a {ne ot exceeding one hundred dollars, and to a
further penalty of ten d llars for ecach day during which the default
continues after such con iction.

(7) If any pers n knowingly makes or causes to be made
a return required under this section which is false in any material
particular, he shall be gu Ity of an offence and on summary conviction
thereol shall be liable to a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars or
to imprisonment for & te m not excecding six months.

(8) For the pur ses of this section a return of particulars
shall be deemed to incl de a plan if so required by the Valuation
Officer.

(9) The local au:hoerity shall by its officers give such assistance
to the Valuation Ofticer ith regard to the delivery and collection of
returns as he may req est, and in default thereof any expenses in-
curted by the Valuation flicer in performing such functions shall be
payable by the local au ority.
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0. The Registrar of Deeds and the Commissioner of Lands
and Mines shall furnish to the Valuation Officer such information
as he may require for the purposes of this Act.

~7.(1) The Valuation Officer shall have power at all reasonable
times after giving not less than forty-eight hours’ notice in writing
to the owner or occupier to enter on and survey or inspect any pro-
perty in any area in respect of which he has been directed to prepare

2 valuation list pursuant to section 4.

(2) If any person wilfully deiays or obstructs the Valuation
‘Officer in the exercise of his powers under this section he shali be

- guilty of an offence and shall be liable on suminary coaviction to a
~ fine not exceeding two Lundred dollars.

8. Where property 1n respect of which one valuation would
otherwise have been made under this Act is situated partly in one
area and partly in another area, the valuation shall first be made of
the property as a whole and the value so determined Ishall be appor-
tioned between the respective areas m such ratio as the Valuation
Ofticer may, after consultation with the local aughoritics administering
the respective arcas, determine,

9. (1) Unless the Valuation Officer otherwisc directs, there shall
be included in one valuation several propcrties which arc contiguous
to cach other and are owned by the same person.

(2) Plant, machinery and equipment situated on onc or more
properties may be aggregated for the purposes of valuation if the plafat,
machincry and equipment and the properties on which they are situated
arc contiguous, in the ownership of the same person and form part
of one industrial unit.

PART 11l — VALUATION
PROCEDURE — OBJECTIONS AND PROPOSALS

i0. (1) Where a valuation list is to be made for an area, the
Valuation Officer shall not later than six months prior to the day on
which the list is to come into operation —

(a) if the list is for the City or a Town, or part thereof,
prepare a draft list of the properties thcrein and the
annual rental value of such properties determined
in accordance wil the first schedule;

(b) if the list is for any other arca than is mentioned in
paragraph (a), prepare a draft list of the properties
therein and the capital value of wsuch properties
determined in accordance with the second schedule;

(c) transmit thrce copics of the draft list when completed
to thc appropriate local authority;

(d) forthwith publish notice that the draft list has been
completed.

(2) For the period beginning with the date on which the
copies of the completed draft list are received by the local authority
and ending twenty-one days after the date on which the motice of
the completion of the draft list is published as aforesaid, onc of the
said copies shall be open to public inspection at all reasonable hours
at the offices of the local authority, and the said notice shall include a
statement of the right of objection under isection 11.

11l. (1) The owner of any property which appears on the draft
list, whether or not he is thc owner of the property affected by the
objection, and the local authority within whose area the property
is situated, may at any time before Ithe expiration of twenty-one days
after the day on which the notice under section 10 was first published
lodge with the Valuation Officer an objection in the prescribed form
to the draft list in respect of any property.
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(2) The foll wing objections and no others may be taken
namely, that —

(a) the assessed value of any property is incorrect or
unf ir;

(b) any matter has been inserted therein or omitted there-
froo.  whidh ought not to have been inserfied or
omi ted; :

(c) one ssessed value has been included in the draft list
in r spect of properties separately assessable.

(3) Every jection shall specify the grounds on which it
is made and the ame dment desired to remove the objection.

(4) It shall not be competent for any person lodging an
objection to rely up n any grourd not specified therein.

(5) Where person other than the owner of the property
to which the objecti n relates lodges an objection to the draft list,
notice thereof shall be given by the Valuation Officer to the owner of
the property the sub’ect of the objection.

(6) The V uation Officer shall give notice to the local
authority of all obje tions made, other than objections by the local
authority.

12. (1) After tl e expiration of the period limited for the lodging
of notices of objectio to a draft list the Valuation Officer nhall, after
considering the obje ions submitted to him, revise the draft list and
may, on that revisio , make such alterations in the draft list as he
thinks proper, whet r for the purpose of meeting an objection or
for any other reason.

(2) Where, on his revision, the Valuation Officer makes an
alteration in the draf list, he shall forthwith serve notice of the alter-
ation on the owner o the property to which the alteration relates and
on the person who 1 dged the objection if not the owner thereof;
and if no alteration 's made, he shall inform such owner and such
person accordingly.

(3) The V uation Officer shall give notice to the local
authority of all altera ons made by him in respect of any property.

(4) Any not e served under this section shall be in the pre-
scribed form and sh 11 include a statement of the rights of appeal
conferred by section 22 and shall be accompanied by a prescribed
form of appeal.

13. (1) The uation Officer shall, not later than twenty-one
days before the day ¢ which a valuation list is to come into operation,
settle, sign and trans 1t such list to the local authority and shall at
the same time notify the clerk of the appeals panel that such list has
been settled, signed < d transmitted to the local -authority.

(2) Before s ttling and signing the valuation list, the Valuation
Oflicer shall make s ch alterations therein as are necessary to give
effect to any decisio s pursuant to an appeal under section 22 and
where a notice of ap eal has been withdrawn as the result of an agree-
ment made between ¢ Valuation Officer, the appellant and any other
person entitled to be eard on the appeal, he shall include such altera-
tions in the valuatio list as are necessary to give effect to the agree-
ment.

(3) Save as aforesaid, and subject to any alterations made
- for the purpose of orrecting any clerical or arithmetical error, the
valuation list as sct ed amd signed shall be identical with the draft
list revised as hereit before provided.

(4) The V- uation Ofticer shall not be required to await the
hearing and determir tion of all appeals pumuant to. section 22 before
settling and signing he valuation list, and if any such appeal is not
heard and determin  before the valuation list is settled and signed,
it shall, unless with awn, be heurd and determined as soon as pos-
sible thereafter and he decision shall be deemed to have had effect
from the day on wl ch the list canie into operation.

Revision of
draft list.

Settling of
the vahsa-
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) (5) The valuation list as transmitted to the local authori
shall as from the date when it comes into operation and subject
any alterations made in accordance with this Act be the valuation li
for the area to which it relates and any failure on the part of tle
Valuation Officer to completc any proceedings with respect to t

preparation and settling of the valuation list within the time require
by this Act or the omission from the list of any matters required

this Act to be included therein or the non-compliance with any f
the provisions of this Act shall not of itself render 'the valuation lic,
or the levy of any rate upon the assessed values of the properti s
inserted therein invalid.

(6) The Valuation Officer shall give n tice of the settling of
the valuation list and the notice shall statc that a copy thereof is on
deposit at the offices of the local authority for p blic inspection.

Duty of 14. (1) A local authority on receiving a vdluation list shall de-
authority  posit it in its offices.

as respects

valuation

list.

(2) The local authority shall give e ¢t to any direction's
which the Valuation Officer may give pursu t to 'the provisioys
of this Act authorising or requiring the Valu ion Officer to ma
alterations in a valuation list.

Froposals for 15. (1) Any person, who, being the owne of any property i
of valuation  cluded in the valuation list, is aggrieved by gny value ascribed j
such list to his property may make a proposal

(a) after such list has been in fofcc for not less th
two years; .

(b) at any time by reason of an alteration to any housg,
building or other erection constituting such prope
or by reason of a material c?angc of use of su
property;

(c) at any time by reason of any syb-division of properjy
which may necessitate the apportionment of t e
asscssed value of that property.

(2) The Valuation Oflicer may at any time make a propos
in respect of any property.

. | ;
(3) A local authority may at any time make a proposal i
respect ol any property not owned by it.

Proceedings 16. (1) Every proposal shall —
on pro-
posals.

(a) be made in accordance with paragraph (c) an ,
except where it is made by the Valuation Oflice ,
be scrved on the Valuation Oflicer;

(b) specify the grounds on which the proposal is base ;

Y

(c) comply with the requirements of any regulatio
made by thc Minister with respect to the form of
proposals or otherwise with respect to the maki
thercof.

(2) The Valuation Officer shall within seven days after tife
date on which a proposal is made by or scrved on him transmit
copy thereof together with a statement in writing of their rights
objcction to cach of the following partics not being the maker of tle
proposal

(a) the owner of the property to which the prop
relates;

(b) the local authority.

(3) The owner of the property to which a proposal relat s
or the local authority, not being the person making the proposal, m |y
within twenty-one days from the date on which a copy of a notie
is served under subsection (2) serve on the Valuation Officer a noti
of objection to the proposal in the prescribed form together
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such number of copies as may be prescribed; and the Valuation Officer
shail within seven days thereafter serve one copy on the maker of
the proposal.

599

(4) Where the proposal is made otherwise than by the -

Valuation Officer, the Valuation Officer may, within twenty-one days
from the date on which thc proposal is served on him, serve on the
maker of the proposal notice of objection in the prescribed form to
the proposal.

(5) Upon the expiration of the times limited by subsections
(3) and (4), it a notice of objection in the prescribed form hag not
been served or it a notice after being served is unconditionally with-
drawn, the Valuation Officer shall cause such alteration to be made
in the valuation list as will give eflect to the proposal.

(6) No alteration shall be made in the valuation list in pur-
suance of a proposal where notice of objection has been given and
not been withdrawn under subsection (5) unless the matter has been
referred to the appeals committee under section 23 and then only
either —

(i) in pursuance of the decision of the appeals committee
or arbitrator or of the Court or of the Court of
Appeal on an appeal from such committee; or

(ii) by agreement between all the persons entitled to
be heard by the appeals committce.

17. (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, an alteration
made in the valuation list in pursuance of a proposal shall in relation
. to any rate current on the day when the proposal in pursuance of
which the alteration so made was served on the Valuation Officer,
or where the proposal was made by the Valuation Officer, current at
the date when notice of the proposal was served on the owner of the
property in question, be deemed to ‘have had eftect as from the com-
mencement of the period in respect of which the rate was made, and
shall subject to the provisions of this section, have effect for the pur-
poses of any subsequent rate.

(2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in subsection
(1), an alteration in the valuation list which either —

(a) arises from the inclusion in the list of 2 newly erected
or reconstructed property; or

(b) is madc by reason of a change in the value of a
property caused by the making of structural alterations
or by the total or partial destruction of any building
or other erection by fire or any other physical cause;
or

(c) is made by reason of the changes in value of a pro-
periy from any other cause,

shall have effect only as from such day as the Valuation Officer is
satisfied is the day when the new or altered prope ty is completed or
occupied, or as from such day as he is satistied i the day when the
event occurred by reason of which the alteratio is made, as the
case ‘may be.

(3) Where in pursuance of a proposal an alteration is made
in the valuation list which affects the amount of any rate levied in
respect of any property in accordance with such ljst, the difference,
if too much has been paid, shall be repaid or allowed or, if too little
has been paid, shall be paid and may be recovered qs if it were arrears
of the rate whether or not the year in respect of which the rate is
levied has expired.

18. The Valuation Ofticer may at any time make or cause to
be made any alteration in a valuation list which may be necessary to
correct any clerical or arithmetical error therein and the list shall
have effect and be deemed always to have had eff.ct accordingly; but
if the alteration is made in respect of any matter other than totals,
the Valuation Officer shall, before making or caushng any such altera-
tions to be made send notice thereof to the owner of the property

Effect of
alterations
made in
pursuance
of pro-
posals.

Clerical and
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and to the local authority n t being the owner and shall allow fourteen
days 10 elapse during whic period the owner of the property or the
local authority may obje t to the proposed alteration in the same
manner as if the objection ad been an objection to a proposal under
section 16 and it shall be  ealt with accordingly.

PART IV
APPEALS

19. (1) The Minister hall from timec to time establish such
aumber of local rating valu tion appeals panels as he considers neces-
sary and shall determinc—

(a) the arca thich shall be served by any such panel;
(b) the numb of members of each such panel;
(c) the tenure of officc of members.

(2) The Minister  hall appoint thec membens of the appeals
panels and may at any tim revoke such appointments.

(3) The Minister 1ay gramt leave of absence to any member
of an appcals panel and m iy appoint any person to act in place of a
member who has been gra ted leave of absence.

(4) The Minister hall appoint one of the members of an
appeals panel to be the cha rman thereof and may, at any time, revoke
such appointment; and wh e the chairman is on leave or temporarily
absent or incapablc by rc son of any provision of subsection (1)
of section 37, of acting in ny proceedings under this Act, the Minis-
ter may appoint a person  hether or not a member of the appeals
panel to act as chairman f r such period as he may determine, and
if the person so appointed is not a nmiember he shall be deemed to
be a member for such per od.

(5) An appeals p ncl shail mect at such timc and place
as the chairman may dec  expedicnt for the purpose of selccting
mcmbers to sit on appcals ¢ mmittees and for the consideration of any
other relevant matters.

(6) Any matier o which a vote is taken at a meeting of
an appeals panel shall be 4 cided by a majority of the votes of those
present and voting, and w erc the vote i1s cqual the chairman shall
have a second or casting v fc.

(7) No mcmber o an appeals panel shall without the ap-
proval of the Minister recci ¢ remuneration in respect of his services,
but he shall be entitled t¢ be paid a subsistence allowance and a
travclling allowance to mc  cxpenses actually incurred by reason of
his attendance at mecting of the appeals panel or of an appcals
committee, and such allowa ces shall be as prescribed by the Minister.

{8) No appcal agi nst the decision of an appeals commitiee
shall fail by rcason of any vacancy in the appeals panel from which
the members of the arpea s committee were selected.

20. ¢1) Local raung v lvation appeals committces constituted as
provided in this scction shal be convened as often as may be necossary
for the purpose of hearing nd determining appcals against draft lists
and in respect of objecticns to proposals.

(2) The appeals coHmmittce which hears and determines an
appeal with respeet to a  roperty shall consist of members of an
appeals pancl comstituted nder subsection (3) being the panel for
the arca within which that roperty is situated.

(3) Every appcals committce shall consist of the chairman
of the appeals panel and t o members thereof to be selected by the
panel.

21. (1) The Minister shall appoint a person to be clerk of the
appeals pancl who shall assist thc chairman thereof and the appeals
committees in the performa ce of their functions under this Act. !
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, (2) The expenses of every appeals panel including the ex-
penses of appeals committees shall be defrayed out of moneys provided
by Parliament.

22. (1) Any person on whom a notice is served under subsection |Appeal
(2) of section 12, and the local authority within whose arca the (3o,
property is situated, may appeal to an appeals committee with respect
to the property in question; and the Valuation Officer shall be the

respondent to the appeal.

(2) A notice of appeal under this section shall be in the-
prescribed form and shall be delivered to the clerk of the appeals.
panel for the area, together with such number of copies as may be
prescribed, not later than fourteen days after service of the notice
under subsection (2) of section 12 and shall, where the appellant is
neither the owner of the property to which the appeal rélates nor the
local authority, be accoinpanied by a sum of twenty-five dollars as"
security for costs.

(3) A notice of appeal under this section shall contain a
statement of the grounds of appeal relied upon, and except with the
leave of the appeals committee, it shall not be competent for the
appellant to rely on any grounds of appeal not et out therein or, where
the appellant was the objector, any grounds other than those 1n the
objection.

23. (1) Where notice of objection to a proposal is given under objection
subsection (3) or (4) of section 16 and such notice is not uncondi- {L’EL"'{{S??L
tionally withdrawn, the Valuation Officer shall refer the matter (0 mined by
the appeals committee with a request for hearing and determination, appeals e
and in such a case the person miaking the proposal shall be the
appellant and the person objecting to such proposal shall be the

respondent.

(2) A request under this section shall be in the prescribed
form and shall be delivered to the clerk of the appeals panel for the
area, together with such number of copies as may be prescribed,
within twenty-one days after the day when notice of objection was
served under subsection (3) or (4) of section 16.

24. The clerk of the appeals panel shall not later than seven service of
days after delivery to him of a notice of appeal or a request, under ;‘I‘,’I‘;’Ciﬁ of

section 22 or section 23, respectively, transmit a copy to each of the persans
entitled to

persons (other than the appellant) entitled under subsection (3) of be heara.
section 25 to be heard on the appeal.

25. (i) Where notice of appeal under section 22 or a request Hearing and
under section 23 is deliverad to the clerk of an appeals panel, he shall defermind-
notify the chairman of the panel who shall convene an appeals com- zpreals.
mittee and the clerk of the appeals panel shall send to the appellant
and to the persons entitled under subsection (3) of this section to be
heard, not less than three days before such day as shall be fixed for
the hearing, notice of the time and place appointed for the hearing

of the appeal.

(2) The appeals committee shall hear the appeal and may
adjourn the hearing from time to time until it has disposed of all the
appeals Jodged and for that purpose shall be deemed to be a court
within the meaning of the Evidence Ordinance and shall have the Cap. 25
same power of summoning witnesses, enforcing their attendance and
compelling them to give evidence and produce documents as has a
magistrate’s court under the Summary Jurisdiction (Petty Debt) Ordi-
nance and any rulegq in force in that court; and every such committee cap. 16
shall, unless the coamittce otherwise orders, on the application of any
party to the appeal hnd upon being satisfied that the interests of either
party would be prejudicially affected, sit 1 public.

(3) At thethearing of an appeal by an appeals cemmittee —

() the appellant;
(b) thé Valuation Ofiicer;
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(c) the owner of the property to which the appcal relates
(when he is not the appellant);

(d) the local authority for the area in which the property is
situated (when that local authority is not thc appellant);
and

(e) in case of un appeal against a draft list, the objector,
(when he is not one of the persons previously mentioned
in this sub-section),

shall be entitled to appear and be heard, either personally or by counsel
or solicitor, and to call witnesses.

(4) After hearing the persons mentioned in subsection (3)
or such of them as desire to be heard, the appeals committee shall
give such directions with 1espect to the manner in which the property
in question is to be treated in the draft list or the valuation list, as
the case may be, as appears to it to be necessary to give ecffect to the
contention of the appeliant if and so far as that contention appears
to the committee to be well founded and the Valuation Officer shall
cause the draft list or the valuation list, as the case may be, to be
altered accordingly.

(5) Where on an appeal the decision of an appeals committee
is not unanimous the decision of the committee shall be the decision
of the majority of the members thereof.

(6) The costs of the appcals shall be awarded in such manner
as the committce determines and shall be recoverablc in the manner
provided by section 35 of thc Summary Jurisdiction (Petty Dieht}
Ordinance.

(7) The appeals committee shall cause notice of every decision
to be published at the offices of the local authority of the area in
which the property is situated and a copy thereof to be sent to
the Valuation Oflicer.

(8) Any person catitled to appeal from the decision of an
appcals committcc under section 22 or section 23 shall on payment
of a fee of twelve cents per folio of one hundred and twenty words
be entitled to receive from the clerk of the appeals panel a copy of
the record of the proceedings of the appeals committee including
the notcs of evidence taken and the memorandum of reasons for the
commiittee’s decision.

26. (1) Notwithstanding anything in the preceding provisions of
this Act, the persons who would be entitled to appear and be heard
beforc an appeals committee may by agreement in writing Tefer to
arbitration any matter which would but for the agrcement fall to be
heard or determined by that appeals committee and the matter shall
be referred to arbitration accordingly.

(2) The Arbitration Ordinance shall apply, mutatis mutandis,
to any such arbitration.

(3) The award in any such arbitration may include any
dircctions including directions as to costs which might under this Act
have been given by the appeals committec and effcct shall be given
to those directions as if they had been given by that committec.

27. (1) Any pcrson who in pursuance of section 25 appears b
fore an appeals commitice on the hearing of an appeal and is aggrieved
by a decision of such committec may appeal to the Court in'the manner
and subject 10 the conditions hercinafter providcd. i

(2) The appellant shall within fourtcen days after the decision
of the appeals committce has been published in accordance with sub-
section (7) of scction 25 deliver to the clerk of the appeals panel a
written notice of appeal setting out the grounds thercfor, and wher
the appellant is not the local authority or the owner of the property
to which the appeal relates or the Valuation Officer, shall lodge w1_§1
the clerk of the appeals pancl the sum of twenty-five dollars as sceurity
for costs.

(3) Within twenty-onc days after receipt of the notice of
appeal, the clerk of the appeals panel shall lodge with the Registrar—
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(a) one copy of the cvidence given before the appeals
comimittee;

(b) a copy of the decision of the committee and the
reasons therefor signed by the chairman;

(c) the notice of appeal;

(d) any sum deposited as security for costs.

(4) The Registrar shall, not less than threc days before such
" day as shall be lixed for the hearing, cause notice of the day ard the
sbour fixed for the heuring of the appeal to be sent by registered post
‘o the persons who appeared as parties to the proceedings before the
‘ippeals committee.

\ (5) Every appeal under this section shall be heard by a Judge
siting in chambers who shall have power—

(a) to order that evidence be adduced on a day to be
fixed for the purpose;

{b) to refer the matter to the appeals committee to make
a fresh investigation subjecl to such direction of
law, if any, as ihe Judge thinks fit to give; and

(c) to confirm, increase or decrease the assessed valua-
tion.

(6) The decision of the judge shall be endorsed on the record
t of the decision of the appeals committee together with the date of
.the decision of the Judge, and shall be signed by the Registrar.

(7) The Registrar shall transmit to the Valuation Officer one
copy of the decision endorsed and signed in accordance with sub-
section (6).

(8) In any appeal under this section the award of costs, if
any, and the amount of any such award shall be in the discretion of
fie Judge hearing the appeal:

Provided that costs shall nol be awarded against any person to
whom notice is given under subsection (4) who prior to the day of
bearing gives notice to the Registrar that he does not propose to
oppose the appeal.

(9) An appeal shall lie on any question of law from an order
of the Judge hearing the appeal to the Court of Appeal in accordance
with any law for the time being having application in that behalf.

PART V
MISCELLANEOUS AND TRANSITIONAL

28. (1) All expenses incurred by the Valuation Officer in the
performance of his functions under this Act (including the costs of any
appeal awarded against or incurred by him) shall be payable out of
moneys provided by Parliament.

(2) Any costs of appeal awarded to the Valuation Officer
shall be paid to the Government of Guyana.

29. - The Minister may fix charges according to a scale which
shall be paid by a local authority as a contribution to the Government
of Guyana towards the expenses incurred under the provisions of this
Aot within the area administered by thc local authority.

30. (1) The Valuation Officer may request the use by him of
premises belonging to the loca! authority and the local authority shall
not unreasonadly refuse the request.

(2) The chairman of any appeals panel may request the use

~of premises belonging to the local authority for a meeting of the

appeals panel or of any appeals committee constituted from miembers

of such panel or for the use by himself or the clerk of the panel and
the local authority shall not unreasonably refuse the request.
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(3) Where request is made under subsection (1) or sub-
section (2), any disp te as to whether the request has been unreason-
ably refused shall be determined by the Minister.

(4) Where cmiscs are made available under subsections (1)
and (2) the local a thority shali not make anv charge for the use
of such premises.

31. When the -course of the excrcise of any of its func-
tions any informatior comes to the notice of a local authority that a
valuation list require altcration in respect of a property, it shall be
the duty of that local authority to inform the Valuation Oflicer.

32. (1) Any notce or other document required or awthorised to
be given to or scrved on any person under the provisions of this Act
may be given or scrvi d either —

(a) by livering it to the person; or

(b) by 1 aving it at the usual or last known rcsidence of
that pcrson, or in the case of a company at is regis
tere ollice; or

(c) by rwarding it by registercd post addressed to
that pcrson at his usual or last known residence, or
int casc of a company at its registercd oflice; or

(d) by clivening it to somc person at thc premises to
whi 1 it rclates or if there is no person on the pre-
misc ™ to whom it can be so deiivered, then by aflixing
it to somc conspicuous part of the premiscs; or

(c) with ut prejudice to the foregoing provisions ol this
subs ction, where the property to which the docu-
men 1is to be sent is a place of business of the
pers n to or on whom it is to be given, or served,
by [ aving it, or forwarding it by registered post
‘addr ssed to that person, at the said place of busi-

(2) If it is 1 ( practicable after reasonable inquiry to ascer-
tain the name and a ress of the person to or on whom it should be
given or served, any otice or other document by this Act required
or authoriscd to be gven or served on the owner, lessce or occupiet
of any premiscs may be addressed to the person concerned by the
description of “owne ', “lessce™ or ‘“‘occupier” of the premises,
the case may requirc, and delivercd to some person on the premises
or if therc is no pers n on the premises to whom it can be delivered
by aflixing it to som . conspicuous part of the premiscs.

(3) Any no cc or other document required or authoriged
by or under the pro ~ ions of this Act to be given to or served on a
local authority, an ap als panel, an appeals committee or the Valua-
tion Officer shall be cemed to be duly given or served if in writing
and ddlivercd or sent by rcgistered post—

(a) in thg case of a local authority to the clerk thetepf;

-

(b) in the case ol an appeals panel or appeals commiU#é

-

to the clerk of the appeals panel; }.

(c) in the case of the Valuation Officer to the Vaﬂuaﬁd,nv_
Officpr-
33. Any noti ¢ or other document or any cxtract therefron

requited by or under the provisions of this Act to be given to Bt ;

scrved by a local aut ority, an appeais panel, an appeals commitité

s

or the Valuation Offi r shall be sufficiently authenticated if signedé—-

(a) in t ¢ casc of a local authority, by the clerk theredf:

(b) in tle case of an appeals panmel or committee, by
the ccrk of the appeals panel;

(c) in th casc of the Valuation Officer, by the Valuati?n
Offic r.
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34, Any valuation list in force or any extract therefrom, may Eyidence
be proved by the production of a copy of the list or of an extract
therefrom, purporting to be certified by the Valuation Officer as a
true copy or extract; and the ceritficate shall state that all alterations
required to be made in purisuance of this Act in such list or in the part
of such list extracted have been correctly made in the copy or extract
so produced.

35. Any person may inctude in the same objection. appeal, ichusion
proposal or other proceeding under this Act all or any propertics in one
of which he is the owner and which are attached or adjacent to cr fPgssding
contiguous with each other and particulars of which are inserted in propecties.
the draft list or valuation list notwithstanding that the properties
are meparately assessed io the list.

36. Unless otherwise provided in this Act any notice or other Pubtication
matter required to be published nnder this Act shall be published by * "0
aflixing the said notice or matter at the oftices of the local authority
and it may also be published in such other manner, if any, as is, in the
opinion of the person required to publish it, expedient to give publicity
thereto.

% i AR S . 3. e - . tee P rf -
37. (i) A member of an appeals panel or appeals committee or Perform

a Judge of the Supreme Court of judicature shail mot be incapable of duties not
acting in any proceedings on appeal or otherwise brought or taken f,‘l’,.a?,-ﬁ_if_"s'
pursuant to this Act by reason only of the fact that he is the owner ation.

of or interested in any property included in a draft list or valuution

list other than that which is the subject of the proceedings.

(2) The Valuation Officer shall not be incapable of fixing
the value of any property, or of including such value in a draft list,
or of making a proposal in respect of such property, by reason only
of the fact that either he or his wife is the owner of the property or
has any financial interest thervin, but in any such case the Valuation
Officer shall give written notice thereof to the local authority when
transmitting to it the draft list or the proposal.
38. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act any property of the Y2luation
Crown or of the State of Guyana shall be valued in like manner to and State
. ; . property.
any other property and thc Government of Guyana shall enjoy the
same rights under this Act as any other owner.

(2) For the purposes of this Act any reference therein to
an owner shall, in the case of any property being the property of
the Crown or the State of Guyana, be deemed to be a reference to
the Chiet Works and Hydraulics Officer:

Provided that, in cxercise of any duties under this section, the
said Chief Works and Hydraulics Officer hall not be liable to incur

"any penalty imposed under this Act.

39. For the purpose of determining the assessed value ol ﬁflf?fé'i?n
any property abutting a stelling, the stelling together with the buildngs Stehings. =
or other erections thercon shall be deemed to be part of the property.

Power of

40. (1) If at any time any difficulty arises in connection with Minister to
the application of this Act or the preparation of the valuation lists difsicultices.
or in bringing into operation any of the provisions of this Act. the
Minister may, by order, make such provision as appears to him to
be necessary or expedient for securing the due preparation of the
said lists or for otherwise applying the provisions of this Act.

(2) Any such order may modify the provisions of this Act
in' respect of any particular matter or occasion so far as may appear
to the Minister to be necessary or expedient for carrying the order

"into eflect.

41. The Minister imay make regulations generally for carry- Power to
ing this Act into effect and also for prescribing anything which by guiations.
this Act is to be prescribed including the form of any return, list,
objection, proposal or other docunient which is required or authorised

to be used for the purposes of this Act.
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42. (1) AIll regulations madc fby the Mini er under this Act
shall laid before the National A sembly withir fourtcen days mcxt
after tiey are made and if the Natjional Assembly within the period
of thir y days beginning with the gay on which the recgulations are
laid b fore it resolve that the regul tions or any part thereof bc an-
nulled, they shall thereby be anm led to the nt set forth in the
resolu ion, and the regulations or part thereof, so annulled shall
thence orth become void and of n  effect but ithout prejudice to
the va idity of anything previously onc under th regulations, or part
therco , as the casc may be, or to ¢ making of new regulations.

(2) In reckoning for the ubscction (1) any
period of days, no account shall time during which
Parlia nent is dissolved or prorog or during which the National

Assen ly is adjourned for more th n seven day .

Wherce under the provi ions of this Ict an appeal is made
cither to an appeals committce or to the Court and such appeal is
withd awn otherwisc than by agrce cnt between “[ll the parties entitled
o be acard on such appeal or not  resecuted by the appellant before
the apcals committece or Court, as :he casec may ¢, the sunt deposited
as security for costs shall be forfcite amd shall b paid to the Govern-
ment  { Guyana.

4e. (1) Save as othcrwisc exp fessly provide , all ollcnces against
this ¢t or against any rcgulatio s made wund: r this Act shall be
prosc ated under the Summary J isdiction Ordinances.

(2) A person guilty of an offcnce again t this Act for which
no sp cial penalty is provided sha be liable or conviction to a fine
not ¢ cecding two hundred and {if dollars or t imprisonment for a
term ot exceeding threc months.

4. The foliowing cnactimpnts are hereby repealed —

() sections 96 to 1 4 (both secti ns inclusive) of the
Locai Governme t O:dinance*

(b) sections 3 to 27 ( oth sections i clusive) and sections
31 to 44 (both scctions inclu ive) of the George-
town (Valuation nd Rating) rdinance;

(c) sections 138 to 142 (both sections inclusive) of thz
New Amsterdam Town Councl Ordinance; and,

(d) the Local Govern ent (Valuati n of Property) Ordi-
nance, 1959.

(1) Notwithstanding the rpeal of sccti ns 96 to 104 (both
sect ons inclusive) of the Loc. Governmen Ordinance, a local
authgrity may, until a valuation 1st in :clation 1o the arca adminis-
tered| by such local auliiority pr- ared pursua t to this Act comes
into pperation, continue to apprai ¢ new buildi gs or rc-appraise old
buil ngs in that area as if this ct had not - en ecnacted, and any
app isement or re-appraisement f lots or buil ings made under that
Ord’ ance in relation to that area and in force ° mediately before the
com encement of this Act shall ontinue in fo cc and have eflect in
relat on to that area as if it we a valuation list made under this

Act ntil a valuation list for that area preparc_ , to this Act
comgs into operation. ]
(2) Notwithstanding the - 3 to 27 (both

sectipns inclusive) and sections 1 to 44 (b h sections inclusive) -
of thc Georgetown (Valuation a d Rating) Or inance, the valuation
list including any supplementa list) made nder that Ordinance
and in force imniediately before went of this Act shall
cont nuc in force and may be ar me to time as if this
Act had not been rmacted and sh Il have effec as if it were a valua-
tion list made under this Act ntil a valua ‘on list for the City
pre ared pursuant to this Act co cs into oper tion.

(3) Notwithstanding the epeal of sec ‘ons 136 to 142 (both
sections inclusive) of the New A nsterdam To Council Ordinance,’
thc own Council of New Amst rdam may, u til a valuation list in
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relation 1o the Town prep'lred pursuant to this Act comes into opera-
tion, centinue to appraise new buildings and to re-appraise any lot
or building as if this Act had not been °nacrted, and any appraisement
or re-appraisement made under that Ordinance in force immediately
before the commencement of this Act shall continue in force and
have efiect as if it were a valuation list made under this Act uniil
a valuation list for the Town preparcd pursuant to this Act comes
into operation.

(4) The provisions of the Local Government Ordinance, the E«;g 150
Georgetown (Valuation and Rating) Ordinance and the New Am- Cao. i61.
stmdum Town Council Ordinance, as the case may be, shall, for the
purpose of the assessment, levying and raising of taxes and - rates,
apply to a valuation list prepared pursuant to this Act and in force
In any area.

(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 45 any regula-
tions or orders made under any of tht provisions repealed by the said
section 45 and in operation at the commencement of this Act shall,
in so far as they are not inconsistent with Uhe provisions of this Act,
centinue in operation until revoked by regulations made under this
Act.

(6) Any rcturn made to the Valuation Officer pursuant to No. s of 1959,
section 8 of the Local Government (Valuation of Property) Ordi-
nance, 1959, shall have eflfect as if it were a return made to the
Valuation Officer pursuwnt to this Act, notwithstanding the revocation
of any order made under section 5 of that Ordinance prior to the
commencement of this Act.

47. (1) On the commencement of this Act, all records, plans and Traasfer of

ord
information relating to valuation for the purpose of town tuxes or U
raung within the boundaries of the City of Georgetown as defined
in e Leorgelown ‘lown Councl Urdmance 1n the custody of the .. 4,

City Council or of the agsessient committee appointed under m.cuon

3 of the Georgetown (Valuation and Rating) Ordinance shall be Cap. 1%,
handed over to zmd be under the control of the Valuation Officer who

may use any information therein for the purpose of the preparation

of the valuation list.

(2) On the making of an order under section 4 for the
preparation of a valuation list for any area, all records, plans and
information relating to valuation for rating purposes in such area,
in the custody of a local authority shall be handed over to and be
under the custody of the Valuation Officer who may use any inform-
ation therein for the purposes of the preparation of the valuation
list.

FIRST SCHEDULE Section 10
RULES TFOR THE DETERMINATION OF ANNUAL RENTAL
VALUE.
1. The Valuation Officer shall determine the annual rent of every X?k’i‘i‘:'foi';
property. determine

annual rent.

2. The annual rent of every property shall be the rent at which Definition
it might reasonably be expected to let from year to year if the tenant 2!
undertook to pay all rates, and if the landlord undertook to bear the
cost of the repairs and insurance, and the other expenses, if any,
recessary to maintain the property in a state to command that rent.

3. In determining the annual rent the Valuation Officer shall in ggg?fﬁf;

all cases have regard to: determining
the annual

(a) the purpose for which the property is actually used or ™"“
uccupied, or il not actually used or occupied, the purpose
for which it is reasonably suitable; and

(b) the description, locality and condition of the lot and all
its advantages, fitnesses, facilities and capacities.

_ ’ . ) . . . ) o Defiitio
4. The Valuation Officer shall in respect of every property fix Defiition

the assessed value which shall be the annual rent. value.

5. The assessed value of uny property shall be increased or re- Adjustment
duced, as the case may be, to the nearest hundred dollars and such Of assessed

assessed value, increased or reduced shall be the value inserted in the
draft list and the valuation list.
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SECOND SCHEDULE Section 10
'RULES FOR THE DETERMINATION"OF CAPITAL VALUE.

1. The Valuation Officer shall determine the capital value of
every property.

2. The Valuation Officer shall in respect of every property fix
the assessed value which shall be the capital value.

3. The capital value shall be the amount which the property,
if sold in the open market by a willing seller, might be expected to
realise.

4, The Minister may by order provide for the manner in which
the rateable value of plant, machinery and equipment used for in-
dustrial purposes shall be determined.

5. No land which is the site of —

(a) a highway, bridge, dam or foot path;

(b) a ditch, drain, canal, waterway;

(c)  a railway line the property of ithc Crown or of the State

of Guyana,

and no house, building or other ercction with a superficial arca of less
than one hundred square feet if totally enclosed, or two hundred square
feet if not totally enclosed, shall be assessed or included in the valua-
tion list.

6. The assessed value of any property as computed under
the foregoing rules shall be increased or relduced, as the case may be,
to the nearest hundred dollars and such assessed value, increased or
reduced shall be the value inserled in the draft list and the valuation
list.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

The purpose of this Bill is to make provision for the valuation
of property on which rates are to be levied under legislation establish-
ing municipal and district councils.

The basis of valuation for the extended City of Georgetown and
the extended Town of New Amsterdam is to be that of annual rental
value. The basis of valuation for the districts to be constituted under
the legislation referred to is to be that of capital value.

Under the Bill the duty of preparing the valuation list is imposed
upon thc Valuation Officer. Before settling this list however hc is
required 10 compile draft lists to which objection may be made. Ap-
peals will lie to Appeals Committecs diawn from local rating valuation
appeals panels against the Valuation Officers’s determination of
objections to the draft list. Further appeal can be made to the High
Court and in certain cases, to the Court of Appeal.

Afler the valuation list has been scttled for any area the cwner
of the property, the local authority in whose area the property is situated
and the Valuation Cfficer may make proposals for its alteration.
Objections may be made to such proposals and in such a case the
Valuation Officer shall refer the matter to the Appeals Committec for
hearing and determinaticn. .

The Bill is designed to replace the Local Government (Valuation
of Property) Ordinance (No. 5 of 1959) and the procedure for the
appraisement of properties under the Georgetown (Valuation and
Rating) Ordinance (Chapter 154), the Local Government Ordinance
(Chapter 150) and the New Amsterdam Town Council Ordinance

(Chapter 161).

A transitional provision is made, however, to keep in force, until
new valuation lists under the Bill have been prepared, existing valua-
tion lists and appraisements for the areas for which they have been
made.

C. M. LLEWELLYN JOHN,
Minister of Local Government.
(Bill No. 9/1969)
(L.G. 20/6).





