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Bill No. 24 of 1969. 

THE MUNICIPAL AND DISTRICT COUNCILS BILI .. , 1969. 

Arrangement of Sections. 
Section 

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

1. Short title add: commencement.
2. Interpretation.

PART H 

CONSTITUTION OF COUNCILS 
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF GEORGETO\VN 

3. Continuation of municipal council for City.
4. Change of name of City Council.
5. Common seal.
6. Legal proc·eedings.
7. Extent of City.
8. Composition of City Council.

THE MAYOR AND THE DEPUTY MAYOR

9. Mayor and. Deputy to be elected.
10. Term of office of Mayor and Deputy.
11. Eligibility of Mayor and Deputy for re-election.
12. Convening of meeting to elect Mayor and Deputy.
13. Election of Mayor and Deputy.
14., Deputy to succeed Mayor�on vacancy .. 
15. Election of Deputy on vacancy.
16. Vacancy in office of Mayor or Deputy.
17. Performance of Mayor's duties when unable to act.
18. Oath of office.
19. Mayor and Deputy to be justices ofthe peace.
20. Leave of absence of Mayor and Deputy.
21. Mayor, the Deputy and City Council1ors exempted from jury

service ... 
22. Remuneration of Mayor and Councillors.
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23. 24. 

25. 

THE CITY co9NCILLORSCity Councillors to be eJectedJ Term of office of City Counc1ors.
MUNICIPAL cnpNCIL FOR. THE TOWN OF NE, AMSTERDAMContinuation of municipal co 1cil for Town.26. Common seal.27. Legal proceedings.28. Extent of Town.29. Composition of Town Council

30. 

31. 32. 

33. 34. 35. 36. 

THE MAYOR AND THE DEPUTY MAYORApplication of sections 9 to 22.
THE TOWN COU�CILLORSTown!Councillors to be elected1 Term of office of Town CouncTors. 

OTHER TOWNS AND Dl,TRJCT COUNCILS Constitution orders. District councils to be bodies clporate.Common seal. _I Composition of district councils 
CHAIRMAN AND VI -CHAIRMAN37. Application of sections 9 to 22.

DISTRlCT COUN ILLORS38. District councillors to be elected
39. Term of office of district council ors.

PROVISIONS COMMON TO LL COUNCILLORS40. Vacancy in office of councillor.4 I. Signification and fiJling of vacau 42. Oath of office of counciJlor.43. Leave of absence of councillors.44. Failure to attend meetings.
45. Allowances of councillors.46. Notification of address.

MISCELLANE US 47. Accretions from tbe sea.48. Resignation.
49. Validity of acts and proceedings.
50. Allocation of names to parts of c uncil area.
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PART Ill 

MEETINGS AND PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS 

MEETINGS 

51. Councils to hold monthly meetings.
52. Extraordinary meetings.
53. Notice of meetings.
54. Chairman: of meeting.
55. Quorum.
56. Decisions generally to be by majority.
57. Recording of votes.

COMMITTEES 

58. Standing committees.
59. General and special committees.
60. Chairmati of committee.
61. Appointment, of non-councillors to committees.
62. Delegation to committees.
63. Proceedings of committees.

RECORDS OF PROCEEDlNGS 

64. Form of record.
65. Effect of record.
66. Inspection of record.

J01NT COMMITTEES 

67. Joint Committees.

INTEREST IN CONTRACTS 

68. Disability for voting on account of interest in contracts.

MISCELLANEOUS 

69. Cessation of membership of committees.
70. Vacancies not to invalidate proceed�ngs.
71. Standing Orders.

PART IV 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICERS 

72. Officers of City Council.
73. Officers of Town Council.
74. Officers of district councils.
75. Status, powers and duties of clerk.
76. Status, powers and duties of treasurer.
77. Emoluments and terms of service.
78. AJ1owances.
79. . Pensions.
80. Group Pension Scheme.
81. Obligation of certain officers of City Council to insure.

·r. 
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89. Ex�mption from obligation to insure.
90. Se�urity.
91. Acf ountability.92. Interest in contracts.93. l ntf rest in markets.94. Exj°rtion.LOf AL GOVERNMENT SERVICE COMMISSION95. Co�stitution.
96. Appointment of members.97. Disqualification for appointment.98. Oath of office.
99. Term of office.100. Resignation.10 I. ReEoval from office. 102. Va ancy.103. Le ve of absence.104. Penformance of chairman's duties.

105. Commission may act notwithstanding vacancies,106. Pr1vision for acts done in good faith.107. Priyilege of communications.108. Anp.ual reports.
109. Seqretary and staff.110. Expenses.11 l. Prqcedure. 112. RuJes.113. Improper influence.114. Fa�se information.115. u

1
uthorised disclosure.

116. 117. 118. 119. 120. 
121. 122. 123. 
124. 

125. 126. 127. 128. 129. 130. 131. 132. 133. 134. 135. 136. 137. 138. 
139. 140. 
141. 
142. 

APPOJNTMENT OF AND DISCIPLINARY CONTROL 'OVER LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICERS O�cers whose remuneration exceeds $4,800 per annum.Offiicers whose remuneration docs not exceed $4,800 per annum. Mapner of exercise of disciplinary control. Ap11eals. Appointment of deputies. c01;mcillors disqualified for appointment. Re�ignation. · . . Pe!ions not to be withheld without concurrence of Commission. Pe sion rights of seconded public officers. 
TOWN CONSTABULARY Est blishmcnt. Co¥J.position. Constabulary subject to direction of town clerk.Oalh of office. Warrant card. Uniform. Duty to obey orders. Disciplinary offences. Sta:p.ding and routine orders. Disciplinary powers deemed to have been delegated. Metnbers of constabulary always on duty. DuW to deliver warrant and uniform on leaving service. Powers. Ca�sing disaffection. Th�eatening members. Asstulting members. Ha bouring members. Un uthorised wearing of uniform. 
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143. 144. 145. 146. 147. 148. 149. 150. 
151. 152. 
153. 154. 155. 156. 157. 158. 159. 160. 161. 
162. 
163. 164. 165. 166. 167. 168. 169. 170. 171. 172. 173. 174. 
175. 176. 177. 178. 179. 180. 181. 182. 183. 184. 185. 186. 187. 188. 189. 190. 191. 192. 193. 194. 195. 196. 

FINANCE ACCOUNTS, RECEJPTS AND EXPENDITURE Financial year. Financial regulations. Books of account. Revenues of council; general rate fund. Loan Fund. Moneys to be paid into approved bank. Payment to be made under order signed by councillors. Moneys received for special purposes. I JNVESTMENTS AND INSURANCE Investment of funds. j . Insurance. ESTI ATES Estimates,.of the City Counlil and the Town Coun iL Annual report by the City touncil and the Town ounciJ. Submission of estimates by district councils. Approval of estimates of di trict councils.Form of estimates. Expenditure prior to appro al of estimates. Expenditure subsequent to pproval. Supplementary estimates. Write off. TS Grants. LO NS Purposes for which money kay be borrowed. Application. 1Mode of borrowing. Issue of bonds. Replacement of defaced bo ds. Replacement of lost bondslCharge upon revenues. Repayment. Temporary loans. Charge of loan to head of penditure. Repayment of balance of lo n. Additional repayments. 1 AU IT Accounts to be audited an ually. Notification of date of audil. Deposit of accounts. Unauthorised alteration of eposited accounts. Notice of audit. Financial statement. Evidence of audit. Powers of auditor. Right of objection. Disallowance and surcharg Auditor's report. Modification of surcharge. Council to consider report. Right of appeal. Power on appeal. Application for relief. Personal hearing. Payment of sums due. ·· Recovery. Charges of audit. Costs of appeals. Extraordinary audit. 
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197. .Inspection.
198. Internal audit.
199. Interpretation.

200. Rating areas.
201. Rating authority.

PART VI 

RATING 

202. Power to levy general rate.
203. Power to levy supplementary rate.
204. Rates to be at uniform percentage.
205. Reference to new valuation lists.
206. Date for fixing of rate percentage.
207. Publication of rate percentage.
208. Crown and State property.
209. Liability for payment of rates.
210. Right of recovery.
211. Exemption of certain properties.
212. Power to exempt owners of certain propertie .
213. Due dates for payment of rates.
214. Demand notes.
215. Default in payment.
216. Interest on arrears.
217. Proceedings for recovery.
218. Remedies.
219. Distraint.
220. Parate execution.
221. Proof of amount due.
222. Error in proceedings for recovery.
223. Rates recoverable after rating period.
224. Preferential claims.
225. Rate record.
226. Amendment of rate record.

PART Vll 

CONTRACTS 

227. Power to levy special rate.
228. Power to enter into contracts.
229. Notice inviting tenders.
230. Council contractors.
231. Acceptance of tenders.
232. Variation of tender procedure in cases of e ergency.
233. Perishable goods.
234. Contracts with Government.

PART vm

ACQULS1Tl0N OF AND DEAUNGS I LAND 

235. Power to acquire land.
236. Power to appropriate land.
237. Power to let land.
238. Power to sell or exchange land.

ACQUISITION OF LAND BY COMPULSO Y PROCESS 

239. Notice to treat. ·
240. Compulsory acquisition.
241. Conversion of estates and interests into clai s for compensation.
242. Validity of authorisations.
243. Power of court to adjust rights.
244. Notice to owner.
245. Registration of notification.
246. Notice of proposal to acquire.

· 

247. Objections to proposed acquisition.
248. Reasons for proposed acquisition.
249. Appointment of inspector.
250. Holding of inquiry.
251. Submission of report to Minister.
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252. Consolidation of objections.253. Copy of report to be given to objector and council.254. Reasons for decision to be given to objector.
ENTRY UPON LAND 

255. Power to examine land.256. Compensation for damage.
COMPENSA TJON 

257. Adequate and prompt compensation for acquisition.258. Right to apply to Court.259. Agreement and arbitration.
PERSONS UNDER DISABILITY AND CERTAIN LIMITED OWNERS 

260. Powers of limited owners.261. Exercise of powers.
GENERAL 

262. Agreements to remain in possession.263. Warrants to obtain possession.264. Interpretation.
PART IX 

FUNCTf ONS OF COUNCILS 
DRAINAGE AND IRRIGATION 

265. Council drainage areas.266. Responsibility of Council for council drainage areas.267. Power to require owners in council drainage area t0 maintaindrainage works.268. Power to require owners outside council drainage areas to repaircertain drainage works.269. Contracts with owners of land.270. Power of entry upon land for inspection.271. Obstruction.
ROADS 

272. Power to construct council roads and control traffic.273. Power to enter upon adjoining land.274. Traffic control.275. Authorised closure of road.276. Private access to council road.277. Offences in relation to council roads.278. Removal of injurious things.

279. 280. 281. 282. 283. 284. 285. 

286. 287. 288. 289. 290. 291. '292. 293. 294. 295.·296. 

WATER SUPPLIES 
City Council to supply water to City. Town Council to supply water to Town. Duty to provide connections. Power of district council in certain cases to supply water. Charges; water rate. j Disconnection on default of payment.Offences in connection with water supply. 

CONTROL OF ANIMALS 
Power of council to control keeping of animals. Power of councils to establish pounds. Impounding of animals found on private property. Impounding of animals found on public property. Poundage moneys. I Duties of pound-keeper. Offences by pound-keeper. Sale of impounded animals. Miscellaneous offences. l Animals which may be impounded. Landing of cattle at City and Town. 
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BURIAL GROUNDS 

297. Power of council to establish burial grounds.
298. Unlawful interment.

SUBDIVISION OF LAND 

299. Restriction upon subdivision.
300. Certificate of clerk.

MlSCELLANEOUS POWERS OF COUNCILS 

301. Powers of City Council and Town Council.
302. Powers of district councils.

PART X 

BY-LAWS 

303. Power to make by-laws.
304. Procedure.

PART XI 

MISCELLANEOUS 

305. Default powers.
306. Regulations. ·
307. Local inquiries.
308. Affirmations.
309. Exemption from stamp duty.
310. Publication of notices.
311. Service of documents.
312. Penalty for destroying notices.
313. Prosecutions and penalties.
314. :\ppearance of council in legal proceedings.
315. Name of council need not be proved.
316. Notice of proceedings.
317. Protection from personal liability.
318. Execution of transports by council.
319. Management of undivided property.
320. L�W:1g of undivided lands.

PART XIJ 

REPEAL, SAVINGS AND TRANSCTIONAL PROVISCONS 

321. 
322. 

323. 

324. 
325. 
326. 

327. 
328. 
329. 
330, 
331. 
332. 
333. 
334. 

Repeal of Chapter 152, Chapter 161 and savings. 
Dissolution of certain local authorities and transfer of property, 
etc. 
Transitional provisions relating to qty Council and Town 

Council. 
Transitional provisions for district councils. 
Exercise of functions of district councils pending elections. 
Tran<;iti0111l provisions relating to rating and the Local Govern-

ment Service Commission. 
Existing pounds. 
Existing burial grounds. 
Existing restrictions upon subdivision of lots. 
Pensions of officers of dissolved local authorities. 
Payment to the Local Authorities Guarantee Fund. 
Consequential amendments and repeals. 
Removal of difficulties. 
Employment of officers of dissolved village councils. 

Schedule t. 
Schedule 2. 
Schedule 3. 
Schedule 4. 
Schedule 5. 
Schedule 6. 
Schedule 7. 
Schedule 8. 
Schedule 9. 
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A BILL 

lntituled 

AN ACT to make better provision for Local Government in the City 
of Georgetown and the Town of New Am�terdam and in other 
areas of Guyana. 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:­

PA RT I 

PRELIMINARY 

'\.D. Jlitl-i. 

1. This Act rnay be cited as the Municipal and Dbtrict Councils Short till� 

Act, 1969, and shall corne into force on such day as the M ini::.ter may, ;;;�\\ci:���?1�-r. 
by 01·der published in the Gazette, appoint and different dates may be 
.appointed for different provisions of this Act. 

: 2. (I) !n this Act, unless the context· otherwise requires -

.. chairman" mean� the chairman of a district council;
"'chief. executive officer" means the chief executive officer
of a district council;
"City" means the City of Georgetown;
"'City Council "means the municipal cout1cil m and for
the City;

· ''City Councillor" means a councillor of the City Council;
"clerk" means-
(a) a town clerk;
(b) a chief executive otlicer;
"Cornmissioi1" means the Local Government Service
Commission constituted by section 95;
··constitution order" means an order made pursuant to
section 33;
"costs" includes charges and expenses;
"council" means
(a)· the City Council;
(b) the Town Council;
(c) a district council;
"council area" means the area Hdministered by a council;
"council drainage area" means that part of a council area
appcinted under section 265 to be a council drainage area;
··council pound" means a pound established by a council
pursuant to section 287;
"council road" means any hi hway or other road or street 
to which the public has rig t of access in· a council area 
other than a public road; a d any reference to a council 
road includes a reference tot e roadway, shoulders, verges, 
embankments, pedestrian alks, cycle tracks, bridges, 
culverts, canals and drains n the line of the road and 
connected therewith;· 
"councillor" means­
(a) a councillor of the City 
(b) a councillor of the Tow1
(c) a cou11cillor.of a district ounci�;
''Court" means the High co· rt.;
"district" means a local gove nment district;
"district council" means the oum.:il for a district;
"district councillor'' means a ouncillor of a district council;
''drainage work" means any eservoir, canal, trench, drain,

· culvert, sluice, koker, koke rnns or retai'ning walls of
outfall channels, aqueduct, eir, dam, lock. syphon, stop
off, paal off, fence, bridge, 1 ad, watch-house or building
used for housing sluice opJrators. rangers and pumping
station attendants, which h�s been or which may here­
after be made, erected, constructed or used for the purpose
of drainage or irrigation anti includes any machinery or
power station used in connection with any of the foregoin.g;
"Jt1dge" means a judge of the Court;
"land" includes a building and any other erection on, or
.an interest in, land;

fntc:rprc;a� .. 

.r r , 

'.•f ;;- • •  
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Cap. 277. 

Cap. 1,4. 

No. 5 of 19S9. 

No. 11 of 
19�. 

Continuation 
of municipal 
rouncil foe 
City. 

So. l of 
1!1(,0. 

Cap. 152. 

"local government ffice" means any office of emolumen 
in the service of a co ncil ; 
"local government o cer" means a person who is the holder 
of or who is acting i1 a local government office; 
"Minister" means t Minister for the time being charged 
with responsibility t r local government; 
"owner" means the erson for the time being receiving the 
rent of the lands, bu ldings or erections in conne·ction with 
which the word is us d, whether on his own account or as 
agent or trustee for any other person, or who would so 
receive that rent if t lands, houses, buildings or erections 
were let at a rent, a d where the lands, houses, buildings 
or erections are not et includes any person in possession 
of the lands, houses, uildings or erections; 
"pound-keeper" mea 

(a) the pound-k eper of a council pound;
(b) a deputy or ssistant pound-keeper;

''property" means y separate parcel of land,. or any 
house or building other erection, where such parcel 
of land, house, buil · ng or other erection· is either owned 
or capable of being owned separately; 
"public road" has he meaning assigned to the word 
"road" by section 2 f the Roads Ordinance; 
"qualifying date" means such date as may be appointed 
by the Minister with reference to which a register of voters 
shall be compiled; 
"rating period" me ns the financial year in respect of 
which a council may ake and levy a general rate; 
"Registrar" means t e Registrar of the Court; 
"road material" me ns sand, shell, gravel, stone, rock, 
soil and similar mater al used and useful for road purposes; 
64Superintendent" m ans the superintendent of a town 
constabulary; 
"Town" means the Town of New Amsterdam; 
"Town Clerk'' means the Town Clerk of the City Council 
or of the Town Council; 
"Town Council" means the municipal council in and for 
the Town; 
"town councillor" means a councillor of the Town Council; 

"Treasurer'' means-
, (a) a municipal treasurer; 

(b) a chief finance officer;

"valuation list" means a valuation list prepared under 
the Georgetown (Valuation and Rating) Ordinance or 
the Local Government (Valuation of Property) Ordinance, 
1959, or the Valuation for Rating Purposes Act, 1969, or 
any statute in substitution therefor; 
"vehicle" means any device in, upon or by which any 
person or property is or may be transported, . drawn 
or pushed up011 a road; 
"vice-chairman" means the vice-chairman of a district 
council. 

. (2) Where in this Act there is a reference to a Part, 
section or schedule by number only and not in conjunction 
with the title of an Act or an Ordinance such referenc� 
sha1l be construed as a reference to the Part, section or 
schedule of that number contained in this Act. 

(3) Where in any section of this Act there is a reference
to a subsection or paragraph by number or letter only and 
not in conjunction with the number of any section of this 
or of another Act or an Ordinance, such reference shall be 
construed as a reference to the subsection or paragraph 
of that number or let\er contained in the section in which 
such reference appears. 

CONSTITUTION OF COUNCILS 

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF GEORGETOWN 

3. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the municipal council
in and for the City of Georgetown, established as one body politic and 
corporate by tbe Georgetown Town Council Ordinance, 1860, by the 
name and style of "The Mayor and Town Council of Georgetown" 
and continued by the Georgetown Town Council Ordinance, is hereby 
continued. 
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4. The City Council shall henceforth have the name and style of Change of 
"The Mayor and Councillors of the City of Georgetown" and by that ���:�c�� City 

name. shall have perpetual succession. 

5. The City Council shall have and use a common seal, which Common seal. 
shall be approved by, and may be altered by, the council and which shall 
be judicially noticed. 

6. The City Council may sue and be sued by and in the name of Legat proceccJ.o 

"The Town Clerk of Georgetown". ing•. 

7. (1) For the purposes of this Act, the City shall comprise all the �;1�:��11�
1 ruy.

area specified in Schedule l . 

(2) The jurisdiction of the City Council shall extend to low
water mark of spring tides of the Demerara River and to all structures 
thereon. 

8. (I) The City Council shall consist of the Mayor, 
1 
the Deputy con1!'0�1ti,n

Mayor and other councillors and shall have such functions as are vested r�u';;�'it 
in it by or under this Act or any other law. 

(2) The nui11ber of councillors (including the Mayor and the
Deputy Mayor) shall be not less than twenty-five and not more than 
thirty as may be prescribed by order of the Minister. 

9. (1) The Mayor and the Deputy Mayor shall be elected annually Mayor anci 

from amongst the persons entitled under subsection (2) to vote at their �!%t��r. 
to IMI 

election. 

(2) The persons entitled to vote at the election of the Mayor
and Deputy Mayor shall be-

(a) if the year in which the election is held is also a year
of election of City Councillors, the persons who 111 that
year have been so elected, notwithstanding that their
terms of office have not commenced;

(b) in any other year, the City Councillors.

10. The term of office of the Mayor and that of the Deputy Mayor Tenn or office 

shall, subject to the provisions of this Act, be one year, commencing on the f;cp�:;,or and
first day of January foJlowing upon their election, at the expiration of 
which they shall retire. 

11. The Mayor and the Deputy Mayor in office on the day of election Eligibility of 
of the Mayor ·rnd the Deputy Mayor for the ensuing year shall if they �tayor and 

. . ' . . . • Deputy tor remam qualified to be elected, be ehgtble for re-elect10n: re-election. 

Provided that no person shall be eligible for re-election as Mayor 
if on the day of the commencement of the term of office of the· Mayor 
for the ensuing year he will have filled that office for three terms. in 
succession unless any of those terms has been of less than six months, 
duration or an interval of one year has elapsed since the expiration of his 
last term. 

12. (I) The Town Clerk shall in each year which is a year of election c�mvcni.n1 
of City Councillors call, after the declaration under section IO I of the Local�� ��!�:U:ayot 
Authorities (Elections) Act, 1969, of the results of that election, a meeting, .md Deputy. 
to be held not later than the 16th day of December, of the persons elected �0

· 196.). 

thereat to be City Councillors and sha11 in any other year, not later than 
the said day, call a meeting of the City Councillors, for the purpose of 
electing the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor for the ensuing year. 

(2) The Town Clerk shall, not less than three days before a
meeting held pursuant to subsection (I), publish notice of the time and 
place of the intended meeting and cause a copy ther�of to be served upon 
the persons elected to be City Councillors or upon the City Councillors, as 
the case may require: 

Provided that want to service of a copy of the notice shall not affect 
the validity of the meeting. 

13. (l) The election of the Mayor for the ensuing year shall be thet·.tcclion of
first business transacted at a meeting calle� pursuant to s��tion 12 and �;��'�'�·and
the election of the Deputy Mayor shall, subJect to the prov1S1ons of sub-
section (6), take place immediately thereafter; and no other business shall 
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be conducted at the meeting except the appointment of members of the 
finance committee of the City Council for the ensuing year and· the 
�1ppointment of a day for the first ordinary meeting of the City Co_uncil 
111 that year. 

-(2) The Town Clerk, shall, until the Mayor for the ensuing year . 
has been elected, preside at and shall determine any qucsti9n arising at the 
meeting during the election of the Mayor for the ensuing year but shall 
not have any vote; and upon his election the person so elected shall 
preside at and determine any such question and shall have a second or 
casting vote. 

(3) Every candidate for election as Mayor and Deputy Mayor
shall be proposed by a person who is entitled to vote at and who is present 
at the meeting and shall be seconded by another such person. 

( 4) If there is only one candidate for election as Mayor,,
the Town Clerk shall declare that candidate to be elected; and if, the 
Mayor having been elected, there is only one candidate for election' as 
Deputy Mayor, the Mayor for the ensuing year shall declare that cari·-· 
C ida �c to be elected. 

(5) If there arc two· or more candidates for election as Mayor,
the Town Clerk shall take the votes of the persons who are entitled to vote 
at and are present at the meeting and shall declare the candidate ·who· 
secures the greatest number of votes to be elected; and, if, the Mayor 
having been elected, there arc two or more candidates for election 'as 
Deputy Mayor, the Mayor for the ensuing year shall declare the candidate 
who secures the greatest number of votes to be eledcd. 

(6) If there is 110 election under subsection (5) on account of an
equality of votes the Town Clerk shall appoint a day not later than the· 
28th December jn the same year for the election of the Mayor from 
among such candidates by the voters whos.e names appear on the register 
of voters for the time being in force for the City. 

N . of t%9. (7) The provisions of the Local Authorities (Elections) Act, I 969�
shall in so far as they are not inapplicable thereto apply to the election 
of the Mayor under subsection (6) as they apply to the election of cou11-
cillors under that Act. 

(8) Where by reason of an equality of votes cast at the electi<?n:
by the voters no person is elected Mayor the Minister shall select one 
.0f the councillors receiving the greatest number of.equal votes to be Mayo�. 

(9) Any question whether any person has been validly electe<l
to be the Mayor or Deputy Mayor for the ensuing year shall be detcr-
1nincd by the Court in accordance with Part IV of the Local Au­
thorities (Elections) Act, 1969. 

cput.y to i 4. rf a vacancy occurs in the oilke of Mayor prior to the retirement 
s rccmt T\tayor of the holder at the expiration of his term of office, the ·-ocputy Mayor 
< n vacancy. shall forthwith succeed to that office and shall, subject to the provisions 

of this Act, hold that office for the unexpired portion of the term of the 
person whom he 5Uccceds, at the expiration of which he shall retire. 

' I I:, /, . •. ' 

lccti,in · of 
l eput;r-on 

acancy. 

acancv in 
tllcc of 
ayor o� 

. �[lilly. 

I 5: (I) If a vacancy occurs in the office of Deputy Mayor prior 
to the retirement of the holdcr'at the expiration of his term of office, the 
Town Clerk shall can a meeting of the council to elect a councillor to be 
Deputy Mayor and the. councillor so elected shall, subject to the pro­
visions of this Act, hold that office for the unexpired portion of the term 
of otftcc of the pc;-son whom he succeeds, at the expiration of which he 
shall retire. 

(2) The provisions of subsection (2) of section 12 and the
provisions of section 13 sl�all, in. �o far as they are applicable, apply to
a meeting called under this section. 

16. (I) A vacancy shall occur in the office of Mayor or Deputy
Mayor prior to retirement at the expiration of the term of office of the 
holder if he-

(a) dies:
(b) resigns ;
(c) ceases to be a councillor;
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(d) does not, within fourteen days after the commence­

ment of his term of oiTke take before the Governor­
General the oath prescribed for his office by section 
18 unless his failure to take such oath within the said 
period is for a reason approved by the council. 

(2) A vacancy shall occur in the Office of Deputy Mayor if the
holder thereof succeeds to the office of Mayor pursuant to section 14. 

(3) A vacancy shall be deemed to occur in the otfice of Mayor
or Deputy Mayor during the term of office of the holder if the person 
elected to. be Mayor or Deputy Mayor for the ensuing year dies before 
the commencement of his term of office. 

17. (I) During any period when the Mayor is for any reason unable Perf• 1rman.ce 
to perform the functions of his office, those functions shall be assumed ��ti�!ay��:n 
and performed by the Deputy Mayor. unable to ac . 

(2) If the Deputy Mayor is for any reason unable to perform
the functions of the office of Mayor in accordance with subsection ( I), 
the Town Clerk shall call a meeting of the councillors to elect a councillor 
to perform those .functions; and the councillor so elected shall assume 
and perform· those functions until such time as the Mayor or Deputy 
Mayor, as the CHse may be, is able to act. 

(3) The provisions of subsection (2) of section 12 and. the
provisions of subsections (3), (4), and (5) of section 13 shall apply to a 
meeting called under this section. 

. (4) Where at an election under subsection (2) of this section 
two or more councillors secure [in equal number of votes the Minister 
shall direct which of those council1ors shall perform the functions of the 
office of Mayor; and that councillor shall assume and perform those 
functions until such time as the Mayor or Deputy Mayor, as the case ·· 
nu�y be, is able to act. 

(5) In the event of the Deputy Mayor or a councillor perform­
ing the functions of the office of Mayor for seven consec·utive days or 
more, the Deputy Mayor or counciJlor, as the case may be, shall, during 
such period, have at his disposal, in lieu of the Mayor, the funds placed 
at the disposal of the said office in the manner specified for the payment 
of such funds. 

18. • The Mayor and the Deputy Mayor shall, before performing any Oath cf offi · 

of the functions of their respective offices, take before the Governor-

1

General an oath of office in the form set out in Schedule 2. S'chcduk :! . 

. I 9: · Th� Mayor and the Del?uty Mayor shall, by vir!ue of their ofiices, be fi��·l�;� �:�
d 

Jt1st1ces of the peace for the City but shall, before actmg as such, take the ius1ic�; l,)f e 
oaths required by law to be taken by such justices unless they are, on the peace. · 

day on which they become entitled to act as Mayor or Deputy Mayor, such 
justices and have taken the oaths required by law to be taken to act as 
such justices. 

20. The City Council may grant leave of absence to the Mayor and .�i!��i�c 

0;,r
the Deputy Mayor for any period or periods not exceeding three months N

0
tayor and 

· l d · h · f ffi 
eputy. 

111 t 1e aggregate urmg t. eir terms o o ice. 

21. The Mayor, the o_ eputy Mayor, a
_ 
nd City Councillors shall, �:i��;;; !��1

<luring their terms of office, be exempted from jury service. City C\nmci 
!ors exempt 
from jury l 
service. 

22. (l) The City Council may in each year appropriate out of the Remuneratio 
t• d f h ·1 d. 

. . 
h .b d 

of Mayor and un s o t e counc1 a sum
.
not excee mg m amount t e sum prescn e councillors.

1 
by Part I of Schedule 3, to be placed at the disposal of the Mayor in the Schedule '-'· 

manner set out in that khedule. 
(2) The City Council may in each year, with the approval of the

Minister, appropriate out of the funds of the Council a sum to be utilised 
for the remuneration of councillors other than travelling and subsistence 
expenses incurred in the course of duty, and may, with such approval, 
determine what sum shall be payable to each councillor. 

THE CITY COUNCILLORS 
23. (I) The City Councillors shall be elected in accordance with the City ·eo�ric:i

Local Authorities (Elections) Act, 1969, at elections held every three i...m, to 

d . h . d . I N b d d. clectc-1. No years unng t e per10 commencmg on st ovem er an en mg on 1969• 
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No. 
of 1'969. 

·o. 
1969. 

7th December and the City Council hall be a local authority to which
that Act applies and a local authorit within the meaning of that Act,
and the Town Clerk shall be the Cl rk of the loca1 authority for the
purposes of that Act.

(2) The number of register d voters for the City who may,
under section 43 of the Local Autho "ties (Elections) Act, 1969, submit 
a list of candidates, shall be not less th n one hundred and not more than 
one hundred and ten. 

(3) The amount of the per onal expenses which may be in-
curred under subsection (2) of section 107 of the Local Authorities 
(Elections) Act, 1969, by a candidate at an election to the City Council, 
shall not exceed five hundred dollars and the expenses which may be 
incurred under subsection (l) of section 109 of that Act by or on behalf of a 
group of candidates shall not exceed fourteen thousand dollars. 

-erm of 24 Subject to the provisions of this Act, the term of office of the tlice ot 
c· . C ·11 h 11 b I . h ity council- 1ty ounc1 ors s a e t uee years, commencmg on t e J st day of 

i r� No. 01 January after the declaration, under section 101 of the Local Authorities · (Elections) Act, 1969, of the election results for the City. 

MUNlCIPAL COUNCIL FOR THE TOWN OF 
NEW AMSTERDAM 

ontinu�t!on 25. Subject to the prnvisions of this Act, the municipal council in and 
�1u��;ru;:a1 for the Town of New Amsterdam, established as one body politic and 
��.

1 
corporate by the New Amsterdam Town Council Ordinance, 1891, under !. 8 or M1911 ·the name 

.

and style of "The Mayor and Town Cou

.

ncil of New Amsterdam" 
0• 10 of1916 d · d b I N A d T C ·1 0 d" p. 1&1. an contmue y t 1e ew mster am own ounct r mance, 1916,

and by the New Amsterdam Town Council Ordinance, is hereby con­
tinued; and by that name the council shaJI have perpetual succession. 

mmoo scat. 26. The Town Council shall have and use a common seal, which 
shall be approved by, and may be altered by, the Council and which shall 
·be judicially noticed.

L gal pro­
cc dinil. 

[, tent of 
T • 
Sc cdul� 4. 

C 1po�itioa 
,-.f Town 
C'ouncit 

. .\r�li1..·11.tion 
of cc�ion� 
9 t 22. 

27. The Town Council may sue and be sued in the name of "The
Town Clerk of New Amsterdam." 

28. (I) For the purposes of this Act, the Town shall comprise all
the area specified in Schedule 4. 

(2) The jurisdiction of the Town Counci1 shall extend to low
water mark of spring tides of the Berbice River and to all structures 
thereon. 

29. (I) The Tpwn Council shall consist of the Mayor, the Deputy
Mayor and other councillors, and shall have such functions as are vested
in the council by or under this Act or any other Jaw.

(2) The number of councillors (including the Mayor and the
Deputy Mayor) shall be not less than twelve and not more than fifteen 
as may be prescribed by order of the Minister. 

THE MAYOR AND THE DEPUTY MAYOR 

30. The provisions of sections 9 to 22 shall mutatis mutandis apply
to the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor of the Town of·New Am�terdam
as they apply to the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor of the City of George­
town and the said provisions shall have effect as if--

(a) references to the City Council and to the City CounciJlors
were respectively references to the Town Council and the
Town Councillors; and

(b) in section 22 there were substituted the words and figures
"Part ll of Schedule 3" for the words and figures "Part J 
of Schedule 3". · 

THE TOWN COUNCfLLORS 

TJ Council- 31. (I) The Town Councillors shall be elected in accordance with
�

1

;��t:� ��- the Local. Authoritie� (Elections) �ct, 1969, at elections held ever� three 
"c 1969. years durmg the period commencmg on Jst November and endmg on 

\ 
7th December, and the Town Council shall be a local authority to which 
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that Act applies and a local authority within the meaning of that Act and 
the Town Clerk shall be the clerk of the local authority for the purposes 
of that Act. 

(2) The number of registered voters fm the Town who may,
under section 43 of the Local Authorities (Elections) Act, 1969, submit 
a list of candidates shall be not Jess than fifty and not more than sixty. 

No. 

(3) The provisions of subsection (3) of section 23 shall mut:1tis
mutandis apply to an election to the Town Council as they apply to an 
election to the City Council. 

of 1969. 

32. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the term. of office of the Term of office 

Town Councillors shall be three years, commencing on the 1st day of�f Tow
1
n 

January after the declaration, under section 101 of the Local Authorities ouncrt on.

(Elections) Act, 1969, of the election results of the Town. No. of 196.J. 

33. 

OTHER TOWNS AND DISTRICT COUNCILS 

(I) The Minister shall have power, by order, to establish-constitution
Orders. 

(a) towns;
(b) local government districts,

and there shall be for each town or district so established a town council 
or district council, as the case may be. 

· (2) A constitution order in respect of a town shall prescribe
or provide for-

( a) the name of the town and its boundaries;
(b) the name of the council for the town;
(c) the number of councillors.

(3) A constitution order in respect of a district shall prescribe
or provide for-

( a) the name of the district and its boundaries;

(b) the name of the council for the district;

(c) subject to the provisions of section 36 the number of
councillors ;

(d) the sum which under section 37 may be placed at the
disposal of the chairman ;

(e) the standing committees to be appointed and main­
tained by the council;

(f) local government officers for the purposes of paragraph 
(c) of section 74;

(g) under section 302, which of the functions of a council
set out in section 301 the council is authorised to
perform.

(4) A constitution order may prescribe or provide for such
other matters as appear to the Minister to be necessary or expedient for or 
incidental to the establishment of a town or a district and the constitution 
of the council thereof. 

(5) Without prejudice to the construction of any other pro­
vision of this Act in accordance with the provisions of section 21 of the 
Interpretation Ordinance, a constitutio� _?rder may be from time to time 

Can. 5 varied or amended by order of the Mm1ster. 

(6) Any order made under this section shall be laid before
the National Assembly within fourteen days after it is made, and if the 
National Assembly, within a period of thirty days beginning with the day 
on which the order is laid before it, resolves that the order or any part 
thereof be annulled, it shall be thereby annulled to the extent set forth 
in the resolution, and the order or part thereof so annulled shall thence­
forth become void and of no effect but without prejudice to anything 
previously done under the order or part thereof, as the case may be, or 
to the making of a new order. 
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. .. (7)' In reckoning for the pµrposes of subsection (6) any period 
of days no account_ shall be taken of any time during which Parliament is 
dissolved or prorogued or during which the National Assembly is ad­
journed for more than seven days. 

Dist«j�t 34. A district council shall be a body corporate by the name of the
co1111c1l• to be 

·1 'b' d b 1 · · 
d b hodi�s · counc1 prescn e y t 1e constttut10n or er and y that name may .sf!.e 

corJiornte. and be sued and have perpetual succession. 

Common �ea). ,35·, . A district co�mcil shall have and use a common seal which shall
be appr·o·ved by, and may be altered by the council and which shall be 
judica1ly noticed. 

. .. . .I 
�;r����t�%ns 36. , (l) A district council shall consist of the chairman, the ...:ic�-
of district chairman · and other councillors, and shall have such -functions as arc 
eot)ncil�. vested in the council by or under this Act or any other l�w. 

. 
' I 

l\pplirntion 
of sections 
9 tu 22. 

District 

councillors 

to be 

elected. 

No. of 

1969. 

I 
(2) The number of qrnncillors :(including the chairman and

the vice-chairman) shalJ be such number,! being not less than nine an<l 
. not more than eighteen, �s may_ be ,prescribed by the constituti9n order. 

CHAIRMEN AND. VICE-CHAIRMEN 

37. The provisions of sections 9 to 22 shall mutatis mutandis apply
to the chairman and the vice-chairman as ti

1

ey apply to the Mayor and the 
Deputy Mayor of the City of Georgetown and the said provisions shall 
have effect as if---

. 
. 

(a) references to the May�r and Deputy M,Lyor. were
respectively references t

r
the chairman and the vice-

chairman; . 
. 

. 

(b) �eferences to the. City Council and .to the City Coun­
cillors were. respectively references to the district
council and . the districj counci11ors; 

. .
(c) references to the Town 

!
Clerk were references· to the

chief executive omccr; and
. . 

(d) in- section 22· there were substituted the words ''the

. 1�?1stit��i_on �rder" for 
·

j

th
_
e 

.
words "Part

_ 
I of Schedule

DISTRICT COUN ILLORS 

38. (I) The district �ouncillors shaJl be elected in accordance with
the LocaJ Authorities (Elections) Act, 196

1 
at elections held every three 

years during the period· commencing on st November and ending on
7th December and every district council hall be· a local authority to 
which that Act applies and a local authori y within .tl,e meaning of that 
Act and the chief executive officer shall be ,e clerk of the local authorit-y 
for the purposes of that Act. 

(2) The number of registered v ters for a district who may,
under- section 43 of the Local Authorities Elections) Act, 1969. submit 
a list of candidates shall be not less than tift and not more than sixty. 

. . 

(3) The ,rn10t111t· of the persona expenses which may be in­
curred under subsection ·(2) of section 

1
7 of the Local Authorities 

(Elections) Act, 1969. by a 
_
candidate at a · election to a district council 

shall not exceed five hundred dollars an the expenses which may, be 
incurred under subsection ( 1) of section I 0

1 

of that Act by or on behalf 
of a group of candidates shall not exceed hree thousand· dollars. 

Tenn or. 39.· Subject to the provisions of this A t the term of office of district 
�!i�ci°f councillors shall be three years, commenci g on the 1st day of January 
counciilms. · after the declaration, under section 101 of th Local Authorities (Elections)
���- 01 Act, 1969; of the election results for the dis rict. 

Vao,m.cv in 

ollice .",r 
councillor. 

PROVISIONS COMMON TO A L COUNCILLORS 

40. A vacancy shall occur in the offi e of councillor prior to the.
r�tirement of the holder at the expiration of is term of office if he-

(a) dies;
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(b) being an elected councillor, is not qualified to beelected; 
(c) is disqualified for being or is disqualified from con­tinuing to be a councillor; 
( d) resigns; 
{e) does not, within seven days of the commencement ofhis term of office, take before the clerk the oath pre­scribed for his office by section 42, unless his failureto take such oath within the said period is for a reasonapproved by the council; 
(f) is elected a member of the National Assembly.

,, :, :,i•. __ ., 

I ,_; '• i� 

41. (l) Whenever a vacancy occurs in an office 'of councillor, theSiini�c�Lion clerk sha1l report the same at the next meeting of the council and publish �:��r.��!'.11g of notice thereof. "lo. of ·,.: 
(2) Where:, ,1 vacancy occurs in the office of a councill,)r theJf>l'ovisions of section I 03 of the Local Authorities (Elections) Act, 1969 shall apply to tlte filling·of the vacancy; and the person (if any) so filling the vacancy shall hold office for t}:ie unexpired portion of the term of· office of the councillor whom he succeeds. 

1%9. 

42. No councillor shall take part in the proceedings nf a rnuncil Mil of �tlke<hr· of a committee thereof until he has taken before the clerk the oath )f cmmcinor. 
prescribed for his office in the form set out in Schedule 2. Sd1ct.1l!Ie 2. 

I. 

·43_ {.J ) A council may gnu1t leave of absem:e to a councillor for Leave. of 
' · d · d d · · J · I � . ab:,cnce ofany peno or per10 s not excee mg nme rnont 1s m t 1e aggregate t1 ur111g ..:ouncillors.his term of office. 

(2) Jn a case of urgency the powers of a council under thissection may be exercised by the Mayor or the chairman as the case mayrequire and the Mayor or the chairman shall report to the council at thenext meeting any leave granted by him under this section. 
44. Any councillor who, without first having obtained leave of Failure tob b h, If f h . d' . f' attend a sence, a sents unse rom t ree consecut.Ive or mary meetmgs o meetin�s. the council or of any committee with executive authority or of any stand­

ing committee thereof of which he is a member, or fails to attend anymeeting of the council or of any such committee for a period of t\vomonths whichever period is the longer, shaJl become disqualified fromcontinuing to be a councillor. 

:u:,·· :!,_,:. 

"45. A council may pay to councillors reasonable travelling and sub- t:���"'�1�����-ofsi,stence allowances at such rates as may be determined by the council with the approval of the Minister, in respect of expenses incurred by them in the course of or by reason of their performing their official duties. 
46. Every councillor shall furnish the clerk with an address to which No1ifica1ion ofall notices shall be forwarded and shall notify him of any change of such address. 

address. 
MISCELLANEOUS 

47. Every accretion from the sea whether natural or artificial and Accretions , ' · from the sea. any part of the foreshore to low water mark shall, for the purposes of this Act, form part of the council area which such accretion or part ofthe foreshore adjoins. 
48.. (1) The holder of any office to which this section applies may Resignation. 

at any time resign that office by writing signed by him and delivered to the clerk of the council in which he holds such office. 
I 
,, . 

(2) This section shall apply to .the following offices, that is tosay· the offices of Mayor, Deputy Mayor, chairman, vice-ch:.1irman andcounciJlor.l
49. The acts and proceedings ··of any person elected to any office Validity of specified 1··1 subsection (2) of section 48 and performing .the functions of ��!�;�i. pro­

that office shall, notwithstanding his want of qualification or disquali-
fication, b as valid and effectual as if he had been qualified. 
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Allocati

t
on of 50. A FOUncil mr..j n�i ocate to any part of its council area such name· 

names o part� d . . . fi d uf council or escnpt n as 1t sees It, an may alter or vary any such name or 
areas. description. 

Councils 
to hold 
monthly 
meetings. 

Extraordinary 
meetings. 

Cha.i1"man of 
meeting. 

Quorum. 

Decisions 
generally 
to be by 
majority. 

PART III 
M ETINGS AND PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS 

MEETINGS 51. A council shall hold not less than one ordinary meeting everymonth for Je transaction of general business; and such meetings shallbe held at s ch hours and on such days as the council decides or by stand-ing order de ermines.52. (I) The Mayor and the chairman may call an extraordinarymeeting of t!e council at any time. .(2) If the Mayor or the chairman, as the case may be, refuses ..to call an xtraordinary meeting after a requisition for that purpose:· signed by n�t less than one-third of the whole number of the councillors in office, ha been presented to him, or if without so refusing, he does not call a m  eting within three days after such request has been presented to him, the ,. erk shall forthwith can a meeting. (3) When a requisition is made under subsection (2), a copy.thereof shall ]be delivered at the same time to the clerk.53. (I) Not less than three days before any meeting of the councilor not less tq.an such shorter period as may be authorised by the Mayor· or the chainp.an before an extraordinary meeting if he is satisfied thatthe urgency If the business to be transacted is such that a lesser period is justified, a notice of the time and place of the intended meeting signed· by the clerk hall be published and a copy thereof, accompanied by the.-­agenda, shall be served on every councillor: Provided; that want of service of a copy of the notice or of the agenda� on any councillor shall not affect the validity of a meeting. (2) !Except in the case of business required by this Act to be·transacted at� meeting, no business shall be transacted at a meeting other· than that set ut in the agenda. 54. (l) xcept as is otherwise provided in this Act the Mayor or·the chairman or in his absence the Deputy Mayor or the vice-chairman, shall preside t a meeting of a council. (2) f both the Mayor and Deputy Mayor or both the chairmanand the vice-cpairman are absent from the meeting, such other councillor as may be ch9sen by the councillors present shall preside and shall have:· the s_ame polt_!rs as the Mayor or the chairman when presiding at ameetmg. ·-, 55. No 1usiness shall be transacted at a meeting of a council unlessat least one-t ird of the whole number of the councillors in office is.present.56. (I) f xcept as is otherwise provided by this Act or by any other law, all cts of a council and all questions coming or arising before a council shal be done and decided by a majority of councillors present. and voting thfreon at a meeting.(2) 1 councillor presiding at a meeting shall, in the case ofan equality of votes, have a second or casting vote. · (3) fxcept with the consent of two-thirds of the councillors present, no otion to rescind a motion passed within the preceding· six months an no motion to the same effect as any motion which has been negative by the council within the preceding six months shall be considered at any meeting of a council; and no such motion shall bepassed except upon the vote of a majority of at least two-thirds of the -councillors in office. (4) A motion to suspend the standing orders may be made atany meeting of a council without notice and shall be voted upon without debate, but no· such motion sha1l be passed except upon the vote of a majority of at least two-thirds of the councillors present and voting. . · · 
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57. On the requisition of any councillor present at a meeting of a RecorJing 
council, the voting on any question shall be recorded by the clerk so as of ..,otcs. 

to show whether each councillor present gave his vote for or against that 
question. 

COMMITTEES 

58. (I) The City Council shall appoint and at all times maintain Standi�1.,: 
the standing committees specified in Part I of Schedule 5. �=:cc;·. 

(2) The Town Council shall appoint and at all times maintain Schedule s.
the standing committees specified in Part II of Schedule 5. 

(3) A district council shall appoint and at all times maintain
the standing committees prescribed by the constitution order of its 
district. 

59. A council may appoint general or special committees for any �0.':rf1 and 

Sl.lCh general or special purpose as in the opinion of the council would �!:�;:ittee� . 
. be better regulated and managed by means of a committee; and any such
committees shall be in addition to and not in substitution for any of the
standing committees.

60. A council may appoint councillors to be the chairman and the Chair�•an of 
vi�e-chairman of a committee. comimttt>e. 

61. A committee of a council may include persons who are not Arpointment 
councillors but who because of their special skill or experience will, in �ou:��tors 10 

the opinion of the council, be able to assist in the consideration of the committees. 

work of the committee:

Provided that-
(a) at lea�t two-thirds of the members of every committee

shall be councillors;
(b) no person other than a councillor shall be chairman or

vice-chairman of a committee;
(c) no person other than a councillor shall be a member

of either of the Finance committees mentioned in Schedule
5 or of a committee prescribed by a constitution order.

62. ( 1) A council may delegate to a committee with or without Dcleg�tion 10 

restrictions or conditions any functions exercisable by the council except comrruttm. 
the power of levying rate or borrowing money. 

(2) Unless authorised either generally or specifically by the
-council, a committee shall not have power to enter into any contract.

63. Subject to the provisions of this Act and of standing orders Proce�llini,:s ,)r
made under section 71, a committee may regulate its own procedure. comnuuecs. 

RECORDS OF PROCEEDINGS 

64. A council shall cause to be kept a record of the proceedings Form of 

of aJl meetings of the council and of the committees thereof, which record record. 

shall be in the form of minutes or such other form as may be prescribed
by·standing orders made under section 71; and such minutes or other
record if confirmed shall be signed 3t the next meeting of the council or
of the committee, as the case may be, by the person presiding thereat,
and any minute or any such other record purporting to be so signed shall
be·received in evidence in legal proceedings without further proof.

65. Until the contrary is proved, a meeting of a council or of a EtkcL of 

committee thereof in respect of the proceedings of which a minute or other record. 
record has been kept and signed in accordance with section 64 shall be 
deemed to have been duly convened and held, and all members present 
at the meeting shall be deemed to have been duly qualified; and where 
the proceedings are proceedings of a committee, the committee shall be 
deemed. to have been duly constituted and to have had power to deal 
with the matters referred to in the minutes or other record. 

66. The confirmed minutes or other record of a meeting of a council inspection of 
recorc.J or of a committee thereof shall be open at all reasonable hours to the 

inspection of councillors and members of committee free of charge .

JOINT COMMITTEES 

(:)7. . (1) A council may concur with one or more councils in forming Joint cnm­

fi;9n1 among their respective councils a joint committee for any purpose mwees. 
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. 

in which t:bey me jointly intereslcd �nd may delegate any of the functfons 
of the. council relating to -the: purpose for which the joint committtteiis 
formed, el(.cept the power of levying a rate or borrowing money. · ··:--: ol 

: ,:;j, 

(2) The expenses incurred: by a joint committee shall be defray�d
by th� councils by which the committee is appointed in such proportions
as m�1y be agreed. - · · :, . 

' j. . :.,; fl: 

. (3) Th� accounts of a joint committee shal1 be made up to
the end of the fin�nc;:ial year and shall be subject to audit in lil<e mann�r
as the accounts of a council. · · ···· 

(4) A joint committee may regulate its own procedure.

INTEREST IN CONTRACTS 
'.•. l � ! I . •!,1. • • , ' '· � :, . 

Disabilii:v (or 
voting ·on 
account of 
interest in 
contracts. 

· 68. ( 1) J f any counciJior has any pecuniary interest, ··:direct or
indirect. in any contract' (which in this section shall include a proposed
contract) or other matter, and is present at a meeting of a council ot
committee at which the contract or other matter is the subject of con:.;_ 
sideration, he sha11, at the meeting as soon as practicable after the com­
mencement thereof, disclose the fact, and shall not take part in the con­
sideration or discussion of, or vote on any question with respect to, the
contract or other matter:

Provided that this section shall not apply to an interest in a contract 
or other matter which a councillor may have as a ratepayer or inhabitant 
of the council area, or as an ordinary consumer of electricity or water," 
or to an interest in any matter relating to the terms on which the right 
to participate in any service including the supply of goods, is offered to 
the public. 

(2) For the purposes of this section. a councillor shall be deemed
to have an indirect pecuniary interest in a contract or other matter if-

(a) he. or any nominee of his is a member of a company
or other body with which the contract is made or is
proposed to be made or which has a direct pecuniary
inter�st in the other ma�ter under consideration; or

(b) he is a partner, or is in the employment of a person with;
whom the contract is made or is proposed to be made
or who has a direct pecuniary interest in the other 
matter under consideration.

(3) Where a councillor has indirectly a pecuniary interest in a.
contract or other matter and would not fall to be treated as having such 
an interest but for the fact that he has a beneficial interest in shares of a 
company or other body, then, if the total nominal value of those shares 
does not exceed five hundred dollars so much of subsection (I) as pro­
hibits him from taking part in the consideration or discussion of, or 
from voting on any question with respect to, the contract or other matter 
shall not apply to him, without prejudice, however, to the duty of dis­
closure imposed by the said subsection ( J ).

(4) In the case of married persons living together, the interest
of one spouse shall, if known to the other, be deemed for the purposes of 
.this section to be also an interest of that other spouse. 

(5) A general notice given in writing to the clerk by a councillor
to the effect that he or his spouse is a member of or in the employment of a 
specified company or other body, or that he or his spouse is a partner 
or in the employment of a specified person, shall, unless and until the 
notice is withdrawn, be deemed to be a sufficient disclosure of his interest 
in any contract or other matter relating to that company or other body 
or to that person which may be the subject of consideration after the date 
of the notice. 

( 6) The clerk shall record in a book to be kept for the purpose
particulars of any dis�losure made under subsection (I) and of any notice 
given under subsection (5), and the book shall be open at all reasonable 
hours to the inspection of any councillor. 

(7) If any councillor fails to comply with the provisions of
subsection (1), he shall be guilty of an offence, unless he proves that 
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he did not know that a contract or other matter" in which he had a 
pecuniary interest was the subject of consideration at the meeting. 

(8) A prosecution for an offence under this section shall not be
instituted except with the consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions. 

(9) The City Council, as respects a City Cotincillor, the Town
Council, as respects a Town Councillor and the Minister, as respects 
a district councillor may, subject to such conditions as the'council or the 
Minister, as the case may be, may think fit to impose, remove any dis­
ability imposed by this· section in any case in which the number of coun­
cillors·so disabled at any one tiine \VOtiJd be SO great a proportion of the 
whole number of councillors as to impede the transaction of business, or 
in any other case in which it appears to the Council or the Minister, 
as the case may be, that it is in the interests of the inhabitants of the council 

· ,  

area that the disability should be removed. ·

( I 0) A council ., may by standing orders provide for the ex­
clusion of a councillor, not being a councillor whose disability has been 
removed under the foregoing provisions of the section, from a meeting 
of the council or any committee whilst any contract, proposed contract 
or other matter in which he has such an interest as aforesaid is under 
consideration. 

(11) In this section--

(a) "committee" means---

(i) a committee of a council;

(ii) a joint committee formed under section 67;

(b) "councillor" includes a member of a committee who
is not a councillor;

(c) '"shares" includes stock and "share capital" shall be

i 

construed accordingly.  

MISCELLANEOUS 

69. Every councillor who is a member of a committee of a council cessation of 

or of a joint committee formed under section 67 shall upon ceasing to m�mbership 
be a councillor also cease to be a membecof the com�1ittee or the joint �itl����-
committee, as the case may be.

70. The proceedings of a council, or of a committee thereof, or of vacancies 
a joint committee formed under section 67 shall not be invalidated by 1.10t 

1
t_0

1 · b b d r · ) ) · . .111 v� H ate any vacancy among 1ts num er, or y any eiect.111 t 1e e ect1on, nomma- procc:c:<.1in1?s. 
tion, appointment or qualification of any member thereof. 

71. Subject to the provisions of this Act, a council may make sianclin� 

standing orders for the regulation of the proceedings and business of orctc:rs .
the council and of the committees thereof.

P.ART IV 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICERS 

72. There shall bt for the City Council the following local govern- Oflict:rs 
ment officers, namely: t�l;��tir 

(a) a town clerk;
(b) . a municipal treasurer;
(c) a city engineer;

(d) a medical officer of health;

( e) a clerk of markets;

(f) such other officers as the council deems necessary for the
performance of its functions under this Act, the Public
Health Ordinance or any other law. cap. 145 •. 

73. There shall be for the Town Council the following local govern- Officers

t ffi 1 . of Town men o cers, name y .- council. 



:544 THE OFFICIAL GAZETIE [EXTRAORDINAR ] 3RD OCTOBER, 1969 

·Car,. 145. 

·Officers o4 
di9trict 

.councils. 

·Cap. 14�. 

Status. 
�WCT!I 
and duties 
of clerk. 

Schedule 6. 

.Statu'!, 
powers and 
duties of 
treasurer. 

Schedule 6. 

Emolt1ments 
and 1.enns 
of se1:fice. 

A 1l()W311CCS. 

Pensions. 

(a) a town clerk;

(b) a municipal treasurer;

(c) an engineer of electricity and wat r works; 

(d) a clerk of the market;

(e) a health officer:

(f) such other officers as the counci deems necessary for the
performance of its functions uqder this Act, the Public
Health Ordinance or any other la

74. There shall be for every district co ncil the following local 
government officers, namely:-

(a) a chief executive otlicer;

(b) a chief fi na nee officer;

(c) such other officers as arc prescribed by the constitution
order;

(d) such other officers as the counci deems necessary for the
performance of its functions un er this Act, the Public
Health Ordinance or any other la

75. ( l) The clerk shall be the chief itd 1111strative officer of the
council of which he is the clerk and shall have the general responsibility
of co-ordinating the whole of the work of the ouncil.

(2) ln the discharge of the functions f his office the clerk shall
have all the powers and duties conferred an imposed upon the clerk 
by or under this Act or any other law, and, i 1 particular, but without 
prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, e shall have the powers 
and duties assigned to him by and be responsib for the matters specified 
in Part I of Schedule 6, and such other duties · may be assigned to him 
by the council of which he is the clerk. 

(3) The clerk or other officer authori ed jn writing by the clerk
may, subject to the general or specific directio s of the council, exercise 
the powers of the council, and all acts done b the clerk or such officer 
in the exercise of those powers shall be deemed to have be.en done by. the 
council. 

(4) The cJerk shall have power to ad inister all oaths required
to be administered by him under this Act. 

76. (I) The treasurer shall be the chief fin ncial officer of the council
of which he is the treasurer and shall be pr marily charged with the
general responsibility for all matters of fina ce and accounts of the
council. 

I 
·· 

(2) 1 n the discharge of the func,ions f his office the treasurer
shall have all the powers and duties co

l

ferre and imposed upon the 
treasurer by 

.
this Act or any other law, nd i pa rt

-
ic.ular, but without 

prejudice to the generality of the foreg ·ng, e shall have the power 
and duties assigned to him by, and be resp nsib e for the matters specified 
in Part II of ?chedul� 6, an9 such other ditties s may be assigned to him 
by the council of wlm:h he 1s the treasurer: 

77. (I) The emolument:; and other terms f service of local govern-
ment ollicers shall be determined by the council n which they are serving.

(2) A council may assign duties to a local government officer
in its service and such local government o11ic r shall faithfully perform 
and discharge all such duties. 

78. A council may pay to local governn nt officers in its service
reasonable allowances at rates determined by he council in respect of 
expenses incurred by them in the course of orb reason of their perform­
ing their official duties. 

79. (l) A council may grant and pay pens 011s, gratuities, premiums
· -and other like allowances to local government cers on their retirement

1.• 
.• ;  
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from the service of the council, and, where any officer dies while in the 
service of the council, to the widow of the deceased officer for the benefit 
of11erself and his children (if any), or to the mother of the deceased officer, 
or to the persons selected by the council in its absolute discretion for the 
benefit of the widow and children, or of the mother, as the council deems 
desirable; and in the event of the officer leaving neither widow nor child 
nor mother, then the council shall pay the pension, premium or other like 
allowance to his heirs, executors or administrators. 

(2) The grant of pensions, gratuities, premiums and other
like allowances under this section shall be in accordance with the con­
ditions and rules, and shall not exceed the amount of like benefits, for 
the time being prescribed by law in the case of public officers. 

(3) In this section .. local government officer" does not include
a weekly or daily paid employee who is a member of a scheme instituted 
pursuant to section 80. 

80. (I) A council may institute a Contributory Group Pension Gro�p 

Scheme and Group Life Plan (hereinafter together referred to as "the 1:::� 

scheme") for the benefit of its weekly and daily paid employees and the 
following provisions shall apply in relation to such scheme-

(a) every weekly and daily paid employee of the council
who has attained the age of twenty-one years but is
under the age of fifty-five years shall join the scheme;

(b) the council shall contribute to the scheme, in respect 

of each employee under the scheme, such amount as
from time to time constitutes the contribution of the
council thereto in accordance with the terms and con­
ditions governing the scheme;

545 

(c) notwithstanding the provisions of the Labour Ordin- C:1p. 101. 
ance, the council shall have power to deduct from the
wages of every employee under the scheme, such amount
as from time to time constitutes the contributions of
the employee thereto in accordance with the terms
and conditions governing the scheme, and such amount
shall be paid into the scheme.

(2) The council may make rules for the purpose of the ad­
ministration of the scheme. 

81. (I) Every local government officer to whom this section applies Obligation: 
shall, not later than six months after his appointment insure his life and 0�. ce�tai�f 
keep it insured for a sum not less than the minimum annual remuneration �i;e�ouncil
of the office which he holds, and every such officer shall, as often as he to insure.
is promoted to an office of higher remuneration, effect an additional
insurance on his life to the extent of the annual increase in his remunera-
tion.

(2) This section applies to local government officers in the
service of the City Council who hold offices of a permanent nature and 
whose salary is not less than four hundred and eighty dollars per annum. 

82. Every insurance effected pursuant to section 81 shall be effected Terms of 

in a company approved by the City Council and the class and nature ofinsurance.
*he insurance shall be subject in each case to the approval of the council.

83. ( l) The policy in every case of insurance effected pursuant toPolicy
section 81 shall be effected when practicable in favour of the Town Clerk}�v 

be inf 

and his successors in office, and shall so continue until the policy moneys To::_r i1erk.
secured thereby have been received by him and are absolutely free and
discharged from any liability of the local government officer in respect
of whom the insurance is effected.

(2) On any change .in the person discharging the duties of the
office of Town Clerk no assignment shall be necessary to transfer the 
policy to and vest it in his successor. 

84. (I) A sum equal to four per centum of this annual remuneration Payment. 
shall in each and every year be deducted by the Town Clerk by equal ��l'!�=es

instalments from the remuneration of every local government officer therefor.
to whom section 81 applies, and the whole amount so deducted shall be
applied as nearly as may be in payment of the annual premiums on the
insurance to be so effected.
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(2) The City Council may advance to any local governmentofficer to whom section 81 applies the whole or any part. of the annualpremiums on ·his policy to be repaid by the monthly deduction from hisremuneration specified in subsection (I); .and if the officer dies, retires,resigns, or is removed from office, that part of the advance which is dueat the time of the cessation of his service of the council shall be deductedfrom any remuneration then due to him. 
Rcc� iP11. and , 85. The sum assured on the life of a local government officer toapphcat.1011 01 • . • 
insurance whom section 81 apphes and the accumulations thereon by way of bonus 
moneys. or otherwise shall, on the death of the officer whilst in the service of thecouncil, be received and held by the City Council and shall be absolutely freed. and discharged from any claim whatsoever of any creditor of thedeceased officer, but, after payment of any·costs for receiving it, shall bepaid by the council either to the widow of the deceased o!Ticer for thebenefit of herself and his children (if any) or to the guardians of .the children (if any) for their benefit, or to his mother. or to the persons selected ·by the council in its uncontrolled discretion for the benefit of.. .. . the widow and children or of the mother, as the council deems desirable;and in the event of the officer leaving neither widow nor child nor mother, : then the council.shall pay the money to his heirs, executors or adrninist.r:1-tors and the receipt of anyone to whom the money is paid by the councilshall be an absolute discharge therefor, and the council shall not bebound to see to the application thereof, or· be liable for the misapplication or non-application thereof.
,Polic.y to be 86. Any local government ollicer to whom section 81· applies andtransferred 

I 
· · d I I · · · · d f on r.elircmenL w 10 1s msure pursuant t 1ereto w 10 retires, resigns or ts remove romthe service of the City Council shall have his poilcy of insurance trans­ferred to him by the council freed from all liability or restrictions imposedby this Part, on payment to the council of any sums of money advanced to him and due by him under this Part.

Pr�wis'iib/11� �or 87. (J) If any local government otlicer to whom section 81 appliesolliccrs fallmg f' .1 b . . h · · l · I · Ito obtain at s to o tam an rnsurance pursuant to t at section wit 1111 t 1e penoc jnsurancc. therein specified, the amount of four per centum shall thereafter bededucted month]y from his remuneration and placed to his credit in theGovernment savings bank at the disposal of the City Council; and onhis death the capital and interest at the credit of that account shaJI bepaid in the same manner and to the same persons as is prescribed bysection 85; and if the officer retires� resigns or is removed from the serviceof the council, the amount of capital and interest at the credit of thataccount shall be paid to him forthwith.

I:.: . .

Pcnalt,v .for 
neglect to 
insure. 

Exemi,tion 
from 
obligation 
to insure. 

(2) The council, when the sum dcp:>sited in the G ovcrnn1ent savings bank in accordance with subsection (I) is equivalent to a sum:which can be invested either in government or municipal bonds, may· make investment of the sum in those bonds and hold them for the benefit of the officer, and all interest derivable therefrom shall be deposited inthe Government savings bank at the disposal of the cm111cil until it amountsto a further sum which can be invested either in government or municipalbonds .when it may be so invested and any further su111s may from timeto time he similarly dealt with.
(3) If an o'lker dies while in the service of the council beforea sum equal to three months remuneration has been deducted pursuantto this section, the council shall make good the difference and pay thesum in the same manner and to the same persons as prescribed by section 85.

88. Any officer to whom section 81 applies who declines or neglectsto insure his life pursuant to that section or who. after having so insured,neglects or refuses to continue the policy by paying the premiums whendue, or objects to the Town Clerk making the deductions authorised bysection 84 from his remuneration, shall be deemed to have thereuponresigned his office and shall cease to be in the service of the City Council.
89. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 81 no local govern-ment officer to whom that section applies shall be obliged to insure ·hislife pursuant thereto, and the provisions of sections 82 to 88 (both sectionsinclusive) shall not apply to such officer if and so long as the City Councilis satisfied that his life is insured for a sum of not less than the amountprescribed by section 81 in some company approved by the council, andthat the insurance moneys have been or are duly secured for the benefitof his wife and children, or mother, and protected from his debts, andhe exhibits to the Town Clerk the receipt for the premium as and when
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it becomes due and is paid, or the council is satisfied that the premiums 
on the policy have been· already paid up in full; and if at any time the 
·Council is not satisfied as to any of the aforesaid matters or the olTicer
does not exhibit the receipt for the premium as required .by this section,
the officer shall, not later than such day as may be appointed by the
Town Clerk and notified to him, insure his life pursuant to section 81.

90. A council shall, in the case of a local government officer in its security. 

service who by reason of his office or employment is likely to be entrusted
with the control or custody of money, and may in the case of any other
local government officer in its. service, require him to give security by
bond executed by himself as principal and two sureties, jointly and sever-
ally, or in the alternative to give a fidelity bond from an insurance company
approved by the council in an account determined by the council, for
the due and faithful performance of his duties and for the due and punctual
accounting of alJ moneys received by him for the council; and the council
shall defray the cost of any expenses incurred in connection with such
security bond or fidelity bond.

91. (I) Every person who holds or acts in a local government Accoantability. 

,office ·shall at such ti111es during the continuance of his office as the council 
in which he is serving :may direct, and every person who having held or 
acted in such an office .shall within fourteen days of having ceased to 
hold such office or act therein, make out and deliver to the council in 
which he is or was serving, or as it directs, a true a�count in writing of 
all money and property committed to his charge in connection with his 
office or former office, and of his receipts and payments, with vouchers 
and other documents and records supporting the entries therein and a list 
·.of persons from whom or to whom money is due in connection with his
office, or former office, showing the amount due from or to each person:

Provided that the council may, if in its opinion special circumstances 
justify an extension of such period of fourteen days extend such period 
by a further period or periods not exceeding in the aggregate an additional 
period of six weeks. 

(2) Every local government offker or former local government
.officer shall pay all money due from him to the treasurer of the council 
in which he is or was serving. 

(3) If any person-

(a) refuses or neglects to make any payment which he is re­
quired by this section to make; or

(b) after three days' notice in writing signed by the clerk of
the council or by two councillors thereof and delivered
to him in person or sent by registered post to his last
known address, neglects to deliver to the council,
or as it directs any account or list which he is required
by this section to make out or deliver, or any voucher
or other document or record relating thereto, or to
give satisfaction respecting it to the council or as it
directs,

a magistrate of the judicial district in which the offices of the council are 
situated may, on complaint made on behalf of the council, by order 
require him to make such payment or delivery or to give such certificate. 

(4) If any person fails to comply with an order made under sub­
section (3) he shall be guilty of an offence. 

(5) Nothing in this section shall affect any remedy by action
against any such local government officer or former local government 
.officer. 

92. (I) No local government officer shall in any way be concerned Interest in 

·Or pecuniarily interested in any bargain, contract or arrangement made contracts. 

by or with the council in which he is serving, other than an interest of the
nature mentioned in the proviso to subsection (I) of section 68.

(2) Any local government officer who wilft11ly contravenes
the provisions of this section shall be guilty of an offence. 

(3) No prosecution for an offence under this section shall be
.instituted without the consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions. 
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Interest in · 93� (1) \No local government officer whose service re]ates to or is at
markets. 

Ex:tortion. 

any market belonging to the council in whicr he is serving shall have any pecuniary interest, direct or indirect, in any stand or stall in any market belonging to the council; and for the purposes of this section the interest of the wife ofi a local government officer living with him shall, if known to him, be defmed to be also an interest of the officer.(2) �ny local government officer who wilfully contravenes theprovisions of rhis section shall be guilty of an offence.(3) · No prosecution for an offence under this section shall beinstituted witf ut the consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions. , . 94. (l) o local government officer shall, under colour of hisotlice or empl yment, exact or accept any fee or reward whatsoever other than his pr per remuneration. (2) tny local government officer who wilfully contravenes theprovisions of f is section shall be guilty of an offence. . . (3). tf o prosecution for an o�fcnce under t�is section_ shall bernst1tuted w1th\ut ·the consent of the Dtrector of Pubhc Prosecutions. LOCtL GOVERNMENT SERVICE COMMISSION
<.:om,t1tuhon. 95. (I) There -shall be a Local Government Service Commissionconsisting of &, chairman, a deputy chairman and three other members; and the Commission shall have such functions as are vested in it by this 
Appointment 
of members. 

Disqualilic­
atfon for 
appointment. 

Act and any f ther law.(2) I;n the exercise of its functions, the Commission shall not besubject t� the I irection or control of any authority. 96. The embers of the Commission shal1 be appointed by thePrime Minist r from amongst such persoµs as appear to him to be suitably qualifi. d; and the Prime Minister shall appoint one of its number to be chairman and another to be deputy chairman. 97. No ember of the National Assembly, no councillor, no load· government o cer, and no member of the Commission who has beenremoved from office pursuant to section 101, sha11 be appointed orcontinue as a ember of the Commission.
oath of omce. 98. Every member of the Commission shall, before performing anyof the function of his office, take before the Prime Minister or someonedesignated by I im an oath of office in the form set out for his otnce inSchedule 2, an the Prime Minister or someone designated by him is
scltcdule 2. thereby authori cd and empowered to administer s,uch oath.
Term of oflicc. 99. (l) e office of a member of the Cominission shall, subject to the provisio�s of this Part, become vacant at the expiration of three years from theJate of his appointment or at such earlier time as may be specified in the ·nstrument by which he was appointed. (2) I a vacancy occurs in the Commission for a cause otherthan the retircipent of a member thereof at the expiration of his term of office, the �trson appointed to fill the vacancy shall, subject to the provisions of t is Part, hold office for t�e unexpired portion of the term of the member hom he succeeds.· I (3) A member of the Commission shall, unless he is disqualifiedfor appointmen , be eligible for re-appointment. 
Resignation. I 00. . A member of the Commission may at any time resign his office by writing signe?- by him and delivered to the Prime Minister; and his resig­nation shall tak effect upon the receipt thereof by the Prime Minister. 
J\cmoval from J�J. e Prime Minister may, after due inquiry, remove a mem­
office. ber of the Com ission from office for inability to perform the functions of his o'tfice (wl ether arising from infirmity of body or mind or any other cause wh tsocver) or for misbehaviour. (2) T e Prime Minister may suspend any member of the Com­mission from th exercise of the functions of his office if he is satisfied that there exist grou ds for considering his removal from office under sub­section (1); and he Prime Minister may revoke any such suspension. 
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102. A vacancy (other than one occasioned by the retirement of a Vacancy. 
member at the conclusion of his term of office) shall occur in the Com­
mission if a member thereof-

(a) dies;

(b) is disqualified from continuing to be a member;

(c) does not, within fourteen days of his appointment take
befor:e the Prime Minister or someone designated by him
the oath prescribed for his office by section 98;

{d) resigns; 

(e) is removed from office.

103. The Minister may grant leave of absence to a member of the Leave of 

Commission. ahscnce. 

104. During any period when the chairman of the Commission is Prerro, n_nance.
bl '-" '-" f . , o c 1mrman s 

una e 1or any reason to per1orm the unctions of his office, those rune- ll1,ties. 
tions shaB be assumed and performed by the deputy chairman thereof 
or, if the deputy chairman is for any reason unable to perform those 
functions, by such other· member as the Prime Minister may appoint. 

105. The Commission may act notwithstanding any vacancy in its Comlllission 
membership or the absence of any member thereof; and its proceedings :�::(:,it��

t 

shall not be invalidated by the presence or participation of any person �1.indin_g 

not entitled to be present at or to participate in those proceedings: vacancies.

Provided that the acts of the Commission and all questions coming 
or arising before the Commission shall be done and decided by a majority 
of all the members thereof. 

106. No proceedings whether civil or criminal shall be instituted Pro,tec,ion !0r· b f h C · · · f d acts ,lone m 
agamst any mem er o t e omm1ss10n m respect o any act one or good faith. 

omitted by him in good faith as a member of the Commission or by the
Commission.

107. Except with the consent of the Minister, signified in writing, Privilege_ of 

h 11 · J 1 d' d b · d , commumca-no persons a m any ega procee mgs pro uce or e perm1tte to give tio-ns. 
evidence as to the contents or nature of any document or any oral informa-
tion addressed, made to or given by the Commission.

108. The Commission shall, not later than the 1st day of March in Annual
b . h M. . 

. 
k d . I 

Repmt. every year, su m1t to t e 1mster a report on 1.ts wor urmg t 1e pre-
ceding year; and the report shall, as soon as conveniently may be there-
after, be laid before the National Assembly.

109. The Minister may appoint a secretar� to the Commission and �e�rn�al 
such other staff as may be necessary or desirable to enable the Commission .m st 

to perform its functions. 

110. The expenses of the Commission (including the remuneration Expenses. 

and other allowances of the members of the Commission, its secretary
and other staff) shall be paid out of funds provided by Parliament.

S b. h 
· · 

f h" p h C 
· · b Procedure. 111. u �ect to t e prov1s10ns o t 1s art, t e omm1ss1011 may, y 

rules made under section 112 or otherwise, regulate its own procedure. 

112. The Commission may, with the approval of the Minister, make l(uil�s. 

rules to provide for all matters incidental to the exercise of its functi.ons
under this Part and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing
such rules may prescribe or provide for:-

{a) the regulation of the procedure of the Commission; 

(b) the recruitment, appointment and promotion ·of local
government officers whose emoluments exceed. four
thousand and eight hundred dollars per year;

(c) offences against discipline and penalties therefor;

(d) interdiction and suspension:

(e) disciplinary procedure;
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(f) removal from office for offences against discipline orin the interest of local government:(g) the time and manner of making appeals under section119.J 13. . (l) Any person who directly or indirectly by himself or by any other persop improperly influences or attempts improperJy to influence the Commissior or any member thereof in any matter before it shall be guilty of an offen

1
e.(2) No prosecution for an offence under this section shall beinstituted without the consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions.J 14. (q_ Any person who gives to the Commission or any member thereof any_ �nformation which he knows to be fa]se or which he does notbelieve to �e true, or omits therefrom any material particular, shaH be guilty of a
1 

offence.(2)1 No prosecution for an offence under this section shall beinstituted wyhout the con.sent of the Director of Public Prosecutions. I 15. ( l) I Any member of the Commission or its staff who, exceptwith the co�sent of the Minister, discloses to any unauthorised person or otherwise1than in the course of duty any information whatsoever which has come to his· knowledge in the course of his duties, and any person to whom srh information has been disclosed or who has otherwise obtained su h information who communicates the same to any person otherwise th n for the purposes of a prosecution, shall be guilty of an offence. (2) No prosecution for an offence under this section shaJI beinstituted wirout the consent of the Director of Public Prosecutions.APPOINTMENT OF AND DISCIPLINARY CONTROL ?VER LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICERS
Officers whose 116. (J) \ The power, save as otherwise provided hereinafter, to
rl,muner81tion appoint persons to hold or act in any local government offices the emolu­$�'::�s 

per ments .of. which exceed four thousand and eight hundred doJlars per 
annum. annum (including the power to confirm appointments) the power to exercise disciplinary control over any persons holding or acting in such offices and tqe power to remove any such persons from office shall vest· in the ·Commission. 

I (2) .The Commission may, by directions in writing and subjectto such conditions as it thinks fit, delegate any of its powers under sub­sectio�1 (I) tq _any one or more members of the Commission or to acounc1l. · I · · · (3) Before the Commission appoints to a local governmentotlice any person holding or acting in any office power-,to make appoint­ments to which is vested by the Constitution in the Judicial, the Public or the Police Service Commission, it shall consult with the commission in which tha� power is vested.otr h 
I 17. (I) The power to appoint a chief executive officer or persons

rt:��::n;:
c to hold or ac� in any local government offices the emoluments of which 

Joes �iot do not excee4 four thousand and eight hundred dollars per annum $����o per (including thel'power to confirm appointments), the power to exercise 
annum. · disciplinary cqntrol over any persons holding or acting in such offices and the powe� to remove any such persons from office shall vest in the council to which such person is to be appointed or iil which he holds office and, in the case of the appointment of a chief executive officer, be st1bject to th9 approval of the Minister. 
Manner of 
exercise of 
disciplinary 
controJ. 

(2) A council may, by directions given in such manner as itthinks fit, delegate any of its powers under subsection (1) to any localgovernment officer in its service. 
I J 18. The power to exercise disciplinary control over local government officers (including the power to remove them from office) shall be ex­ercised by the Commission or other person or authority in whom such power is vested under section 116 or section 117 in accordance with any rules pertaining to discipline made by the Commission under section 112. 
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J 19. Where the power to exercise disciplinary control over any Appeals. local government officer (including the power to remove him from office) has been exercised by any person or authority other than the Com­mission, the local government officer in respect of whom it was exercised may appeal to the Commission from the decision of that person or author-ity in accordance with any rules made by the Commission under section 112 pertaining to appeals under this section; and the Commission, on such appeal. shall have power to confirm, set aside or vary any findings of such persons or authority and to confirm, quash or vary (whether by increase or reduction) any penalty awarded. 
120. (I) Notwithstanding any provision of section I 16, a council A_i,pointt�ent may, if there is a vacancy in any local government office, or if the holder of deputu:s. 

or the person acting in that office is unable for any reason to performthe functions thereof, and if there is no local government officer authorisedby law to perform those functions, appoint a deputy to act temporarilyin such office; and such deputy shall assume and perform those functions.
(2) Any appointment made by a council under subsection ( l)to a local government office the emoluments of which exceed four thousand and eight hundred ,.dollars per annum shall be reported to the Com-mission and shall be st�bject to its approval. I · (3) If the Commission decides not to approve an appointmentreported pursuant to subsection (2), the appointment shall forthwith terminate, but without prejudice to the validity of any act previously done by the person appointed by the council. 

121. No person who is a councillor shall be appointed to hold or to act c��mci�torsin a local government office in the council of which he is a councillor; f�:q����f:t­and no person who has been a councillor shall be so appointed within a ment. period of a year after ceasing to be a councillor. 
I 122. A local government officer may at any time resi� his office Resig�ation. by writing signed by him and delivered to the Mayor or the chairman ofthe council in which he is serving; and his resignation shall take effectupon the receipt thereof by the Mayor or chairman as the case may be.

123. ( l) Where a council has a discretion- tP.ension,s not 
to be withheld 
wit11out 
concurr,ence h. of· C,lmmjs­(a) to decide whether or not any benefit to which t ts sion. section applies shall_ be granted; or

(b) to withhold. reduce in amount or suspend any suchbenefits that have been granted,
those benefits shall be granted and may not be withheldj reduced in amount or suspended unless the Commission concurs in the refusal to grant the benefits, or as the case may be, in the decision to withhold them, reduce them in amount or suspend them. . I (2) Where the amount of any benefits to which this sectionapplies is not fixed by law, the amount of the benefits to be granted to the person eligible shall be the greatest amount for which he is eligible unless the Commission concurs in his being granted benefits of a smaller amount. 

(3) This section applies to any benefits that are or �1ay becomepayable under any law providing for the grant of pensions, compensation, gratuities, premiums or like allowances to persons in respect of their service as local government officers or to the widows, mothers, children. dependants or personal representatives of such persons in respect of such service. 
I 124. (l) Where an officer in the public service is seoorlded or tern- Pension right� porarily transferred for duty to a local government office from a .for :,;econ_ded 

· 
bl ffi 

· · h 
· 

f h p · (C l"d . ) public ofhcers. pens1ona e o tee wtthm t e meanmg o t e ens10ns onso I at10n No. 38 or Ordinance, 1957, section 6 of that Ordinance shall apply to him as if his 1957· service in the council were service in a civil capacity under the Govern-ment of Guyana. 
I (2) Where an officer in the public service has been transferredto any local government office, the provisions of regulation 21 of the Pensions Regulations, 1957 (as contained in the s<;hedule to the Pensions No 38 r (ConsoHdation) Ordinance, 1957) shall apply to him as if his service in the 1957. 

0 

council were other public service within the meaning of that Ordinance, not being service under any of the Scheduled Governments as defined in 



.
' 
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regulation 2 of the Pensions Regulations, 1957, and regulation 21 of those Regulations shall app]y accordingly to the person so transferred. 

TOWN CONSTABULARY 
Establishment. 125. There shall be a town constabulary for the City and there shall be a town constabulary for the Town. · 
Com;,o:.ilion. 126. A town constabulary shall consist of a superintendent and such otocers, non-com.missioned officers and constables as the City Council or the Town Council, as the case may be, deems necessary or desirable, who shall be lo;;al government officers in the service of the council. 
Constahul:1ry 127 A b ] 11 b b' h d �,ubjcct to . tow.p. consta u ary sha e su �ect to t e irections of the 
directions of town clerk as tq, the scope of its· duties. town clerk. 

I 
Oath of 128. Every member of a town constabulary shall before exercising.,mce. the functions o� his office, take before the town clerk an oath of office
�ill'dule 2. in the form set fut for his office in Schedule 2. 
warrant card.) 29. A warrant card shaJI be issued to every member of a town 
Uniform. 

constabulary by \the town clerk and shall be evidence of his membership: thereof. 
130. Members of a town constabulary shall be furnished by the coun-cil with uniforms and batons.

1�d��- Ll.l llbey131. Every member of a town constabulary shalJ obey all )awfulorders of his superior officers whether the same are given verbally or in writing, and shall also obey all orders made or issued by the Super-intendent under re provisions of section 133. 
Disciplinary 132. Any non-commissioned officer or constable of a town con-
olTences. stabulary who is found guilty by the Superintendent of any of the fo]-lowing, namely-

(a)I absence from duty without leave or good cause;
(b) sleeping on duty;
(c)j conduct to the prejudice of good order and discipline; 
(d)' cowardice in the performance of duty; 
(e) disobedience of any orders issued or made by the .
(f) 
(g) I(h)I (i) I 

Superintendent under section 133;
insubordination;
being unfit for duty by reason of intoxication;
neglect of duty or orders;
in the course of duty, making a statement which 1sfalse in a material particular;

(j) unlawful or unnecessary exercise of authority resulting
1 

in loss or injury to any person or to the council;
(k)( wilfully or negligently damaging or destroying ornegligently· losing any council property; 
(I) conduct calculated to bring the council into disrepute;

shall be liable to be punished by the Superintendent with any one or more of the following punishments-
(i) : reduction in rank; 

(ii) caution, warning, reprimand or severe reprimand;
(iii) forfeiture of not more than fourteen days' pay, savethat, in the case of absence without leave or good· cause for more than fourteen days, pay may be: for-

I feited for a period of not more than the period of suchabsence from duty;
I 

• 
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(iv) forfeiture of any ood conduct allowance;

(v) compulsory perfo ance of extra drills or duties.

133. {l) The Superintendent y, with the approval of the town S1::m�iing and 

clerk, make orders, which shall be known as "Constabulary standing ��1:i!:-�:
orders", prescribing or providing for 

(a) discipline and trai

(b) instructions and e

(c) inspections, drills, exercises and parades;

(d) the manner in w ich the duties of the constabulary
shall be carried o

( e) the manner and
other records;

of the making of reports and 

(f) the performance f any act which shall be necessary
for the proper ca rying out of the duties of the con­
stabulary;

(g) such other matter as may, in his opinion, be necessary
for preventing ab se or neglect of duty and for render­
ing the constabul ry efficient in the discharge of its
duties;

(2) The Superintendent m y issue orders of a routine nature,
which shall be known as ''Constabu ary routine orders", for the control, 
direction and information of the co stabulary. 

I34. The powers conferred by sections 131 132 and 133 upon the mscip!inao 

Superintendent to exercise disciplinary control �ver members of a town �������� to 

constabulary shall be deemed to have been delegated to him by the i;are been 

council pursuant to subsection (2) of section 117. ; c cgatect. 

135. For the purposes of this Act, every member of a town cons- :-"11:m1,crs ,,f 

tabulary shall be deemed to be always on duty when required to act as �f;��:�1)L��ry · 

such and shall perform the duties imposed upon, and exercise the powers r1u1�< 

granted to him under this Act or any other law at any and every place
i'n the City or the Town, as the case may be, in which he is serving.

136. (1) Every member of a town constabulary who leaves the Duty to · 

b l 1 1 . f l . . . d' . <lchvc::r up Consta u ary, w 1et 1er rn consequence o us res1gnat1on or 1sm1ssal warrnnL .:.ml 
or otherwise, shall on leaving the same. deliver up his warrant card, unif�)··m on 

· ,_. d b d h f h '] · I · I I 
leavmg un11orm an aton an any ot er property o t e counc1 111 w 11c 1 1e has v,·rvict:. 

been serving which may be in his possession. 

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of this section
shall be guilty of an offence and may in addition to any penalty imposed 
pursuant to section 313 be ordered by the magistrate before whom he 
is convicted to pay to the council an amount equal to the value of the 
property. 

137. (1) Every member of a town constabulary shall, in relation Powers. 

to offences committed against this Act or by-laws made by the council
in which he is serving have like powers, privileges and immunities as has
a member of the Police Force, and may lay and make in his own name
informations and complaints in respect of such offences and conduct
the proceedings before the magistrate.

(2) Any member of a town constabulary shall forthwith take
to the nearest police station or give into the custody of a member of the 
Police Force any person whom, in the exercise of his powers, he arrests. 

138. Any person who causes, or attempts to cause, or does any act c�usi!lg ctis-
calculated to cause, disaffection amongst the members of the constabulary ntfect,on. 

or induces or attempts to induce, or does any act calculated to induce,
any member of the constabulary to withhold his services or to commit
breafhes of discipline, shall be guilty of an offence.
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139. Any member of a town constabulary who threatens or insultsany other member when-
l(a) such other member is on duty; or 
(b) such threat or insult relates to or is consequent on thedischarge of duty by the member so threatened orinsulted,shall be guilJ of an offence. 

140. An person who assaults, resists or obstructs any member of.the constabulary acting in the execution of his duty, or aids or incitesany person 
J
to assault or resist any such member shall be guilty of an

o�oc�

141. An keeper of any place for the entertainment of the publicwhether spir�tuous liquors are sold therein or not, who knowingly har­boul's or entrrtains any member of the constabulary on duty or permits any member .of the constabulary to remain in such place while on duty shall be guilty of an offence. 
142. If any person who is not a member of a town constabularywe�rs without the permission of the Superintendent thereof, the uniformof the constabulary or any dress having the appearance, or bearing anyof the distinctive marks, of that _uniform, he shall be guilty of an offence.

PART V 
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS, RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE 

I 143. The financial year of a council shall be the period of twelvemonths commencing on the first day of January.
144. ( I) The Minister may make financial regulations for controllingand managi°f financial business of councils.

(2) I Without prejudice to the generality of the powers conferredby subsection (I), financial regulations may prescribe or provide for-
the preparation and keeping of accounts, balance sheets, financial statements and abstracts of accounts; 
the regulation of the procedure and duties of com­mittees appointed for regulating and controlling the finances of councils; 

(c) the purchase of stores and equipment and the custodyand issue thereof;
(d) the receipt, transmission and safe ·custody of cash;
(e) the preparation and submission of estimates;
(f) the expenditure which may be incurred in a financialyear before approval of the estimates for that year;
(g) the procedure for borrowing;
(h) advances to local government officers;(i) the procedure in relation to tendering and acceptanceof contracts;and such financial regulations may be made either generally or otherwis e 

(3) Financial regulations may prescribe the form of any account,notice or other document. 
145. Pn;>per books of account shall be kept by a council in accordancewith financtl regulations.
146. (1) The revenues of a council shall consist of all moneys re­ceived by the council from any source whatsoever, except moneys received
by way of! n and shall be cr�dited to the general rate fund of the council.
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(2) All expenditure of a council other than that financed byloan shall be discharged from the general fund. 
(3) Separate accounts shall be kept of receipts carried to andpayments made out of the general rate fund-

(a) for general purposes;
(b) for each special purpose.

147. Moneys received by a council by way of loan shall be credited ,1.oan fund. to the loan fund of the council.
148. All moneys received by or on behalf of a council shall be de-iM{rn<:rs tolivered to the treasurer who shall deposit them with a bank approvedY�1[3

:� by resolution of the council. 1
P00�ed 11an ..... 149. All payments on account of a council shall be made by the ,Payments· f d · d b ']l to be made treasurer rn pursuance o an or er s1gne y two counc1 ors who are under order members of the Finance Committee and who are authorised by the signed}y Finance Committee in that behalf; and all cheques for payment of moneys couiKi ors. shall be signed by the treasurer and countersigned by the clerk or such · other local government officer as may be authorised by the council on that behalf: 

Provided that the following payments may be made out of the general rate fund without an order, that is to say-
(a) payments made in pursuance of section 22;
(b) payments of allowances to councillors;
(c) payments of emol�1ments and allowances to any localgovernment officer in the service of the council (otherthan daily or weekly paid employees);
(d) payments not exceeding $100 in relation to servicesprovided for in the estimates.

150. No moneys standing to the credit of a special purpose accountMon.eys-shall be used for any purpose other than that for which they have been ���
e

,�;��1111 

provided. ']1'Urposc.
INVESTMENTS AND INSURANCE 

15 l. A council may invest. any of its moneys in such manner as the 1nvl'stme11t -council may approve. · or funds. 

152. A council may insure-
(a) all or any of its movable or immovable propertyagainst risks of any kind and may also insure coun­cillors, local government officers in its service and anyother persons against loss of life or injury sufferedwhilst performing any duty on behalf of the council;
(b) against any liability to any person in connection withany of its property or through any action or defaultof any local government officer in its service or anyother person;
(c) against any loss of money or securities arising out of orcaused by the negligence or wilful act of any of itslocal government officers or any other person.

ESTIMATES 

I n�urance 

153. (I) The City Council and the Town Council shall, not later Erst!�a.tc�f N b O 

b b ' d 
I() 'Wl'C Jty than the fifteenth day o ovem er m every year, cause to e su m1tte counciiJ. to them estimates of the revenues and expenditure of the council for the To�hc 

next financial year. Council. 
(2) Copies of the estimates af proved by the Council shall be ·submitted to the Minister and copies sl a_ II be open for public inspectionat its offices and notice thereof shall be ublished by the Council; and the notice shall refer to· the right of insp tion. 
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154. (I) The City Council and the Town Council shall, not later than.
the thirty-first day of March in every year submit to the Minister a report
in writing containing an account of a11 moneys received, expended and
applied during the preceding financial year.

(2) Copies of the report shall be open for public inspection at
the offices of the council and notice thereof shall be published by the 
council; and the 11otice shaJl refer to the right of inspection. 

155. A district council shall, not later than the fifteenth day of
November in every year, cause to be prepared and shall submit to the
Minister for his approvaJ estimates of the incomes and expenditure
of the council for the next financial year.

i 56. ( l) The Minister may approve the estimates of a district council 
either as submitted or, after affording the council an opportunity to make 
representations� with such variations or amendments as he thinks fit to 
make thereto. 

(2) The approved estimates of a district council shall be open
for pubJic inspection at the offices of the counci] and notice thereof shall 
be published by the council: and the notice shalJ refer to the right of 
inspection. 

157. The estimates of acouncil shaJJ be in such form and set out such
information as is prescribed by financial regulations.

158. A council may, in respect of any portion of a financial year
that may have elapsed before approval of its estimates for that year,
expend provisionally such sums as may be generally or specially authorised
by financial regulations.

159. After the estimates of a council have been approved, such council
shall not, except as permitted by financial regulations-

(a) incur, in the financial year to which they relate, any
expenditure which is not provided for therein;

(b) use any sum included therein under any head. of
expenditure for another head of expenditure:

Provided that the council may utilise any saving under one subhead 
of expenditure for the purpose of meeting any excess of expenditure 
under another subhead of the same item of expenditure. 

160. (l) If it appears to the City Council or to the Town Council
after the commencement of any financial year that insufficient provision
has been made in the estimates for that year, such council may, not later
than the thirty-first day of August in that year, cause to be submitted
to it supplementary estimates of income and expenditure for that year;
and .if it so appears to a district council, it may, not later than the said
day prepare and submit to the Minister for his approval supplementary
estimates of income and expenditure for that-year.

(2) The provision of subsection (2) of section 153 and of section
157 shall have effect in relation to supplementary estimates of the City 
Council and of the Town Council as they have in reJation to estimates 
caused to be submitted to them under section 153; and the provisions of 
sections 156 and 157 shall have effect in relation to the supp]ementary 
estimates of a district council �1s they have in rclatiion to estimates pre­
pared and submitted under section 155. 

161. A council may not authorise the writing-off of sums payable
to the council or of deficiencies of cash or stores except upon grounds
prescribed by financial reguJations and of amounts not exceeding the
amounts thereby prescribed.

GRANTS 

162. (I) There may be paid to councils out of moneys provided
by Parliament grants, in respect of any expenditure incurred or to be
incurred by them in discharging any of their functions, of such sums as
the Minister may direct and subject to such terms and conditions as he
may determine; and different sums may be paid, subject to different
terms an�l conditions, to different councils.

. . 

(2) Every applicat�pn t_o th� Minister by a council for.a grant
shall be submitted in accordance with financial regulations. 
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LOANS 

163. A council may, with the approval of the Minister, borrow sums ,Pul"J)o� 

·Of money for any of the fo11owing purposes, that is to say- ���n':�ch
may be 

(a) for acquiring any ]and which the council has power borrowed. 

to acquire;

(b) for erecting any building which the council has power
to erect;

(c) for the execution of any permanent work, the provision
of any plant or the doing of any other thing which the
council has power to execute, provide or do, if it is
desirable that the cost of defraying that purpose shoi.1ld
be spread over a term of years;

(d) for any other purpose for which the council is au­
thorised under any law to borrow.

., . .

164. (I) Every application to the Minister by a council for his Applic-a� 

approval to borrow:·money shall be submitted in accordance with financial tion. 

regulations.

(2) When any application is submitted to the Minister for his
approval to borrow money the council shaH publish notice thereof and 
such notice sha11 set out the amount proposed to be borrowed, the purpose 
for which it is sought to be borrowed, the mode of borrowing, and the 
proposed basis of repayment; and shall also state that any person wishing 
to object to such application shaU forward his objections with the reasons 
therefor in writing to the Minister before a day specified in such notice. 

(3) Before making his decision upon an application for approval
to borrow money the Minister shall consider any objections received 
by him. 

165. Where approval is given to a council to borrow money, it may J'vfode '?t
borrow from the Government or from any other source approved by the borrowmg. 

Minister, and may raise the money by mortgage of the rates or any other
property of the council.

166. (1) Where approval is given to the City Council or the Town .1ssl1e of 

Council to borrow money it may raise the money by issue of bonds. bonds. 

(2) Bonds issued by the City Council or the Town Council shall
be in such form, for such amounts and at such rate of interest, and be 
redeem':lble at the time and in the manner decided by the council with the 
approval of the Minister. 

167. If any bond issued by the City Council or the Town Council is 1R.
eplacempnt 

accidentally defaced, the Council may cancel the defaced bond and may ·��11i�:aced 

cause a new bond to be made and delivered to the bearer; and the new
bond shall bear the same number, date and principal sum, carry the same
interest and be subject to the same rules as the original bond.

168. The City Council or the Town Council, on proof to its satis- RPpl:ic,·ment 

faction that any bond issued by it has by accident been Jost or destroyed ��;�!t 

before being paid off, may, if the number and the amount of the bond
are ascertained, and upon being furnished with due security for in­
demnifying the council for any loss to which it may at any time be
subjected by reason thereof, issue a new bond corresponding in all respects
with the bond so lost or destroyed or, if any bond when so lost or destroyed
is overdue, the council may cause the money thereon to be paid off and
discharged.

169. All moneys borrowed by a council with the approval of the Charge 

Minister and all interest and other sums payable in respect thereof shall be ��v��mes. 
charged indifferently upon the revenues and assets of the council.

170. Where any moneys are borrowed by a council with the approval Repayment. 

of the Minister, the foll?wing provisions shall. apply-

(a) the council shall set apart each year from its revenues
and assets, in addition to the interest payable, such a
proportionate part of the capital sum as will be
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sufficient in the aggregate to pay the capital as and 
when it becomes due; 

(b) the amount to be set apart each year for the repayment
of the capital sum shall be an equal proportion of that
sum;

(c) where bonds have been issued by the City Council
or the Town Council and the sum set apart each year
cannot be immediately applied to the redemption of
the bonds, it shall be invested by the council until,
with the accruing interest, it can be so applied:

Provided that when determining the amount to be set apart each 
year, if any allowance is made for interest to accrue on the sums to be 
invested, the interest to be obtained shall not be estimated at a higher rate 
than five per centum per annum. 

17 l. (l) A council may, without the approval of the Minister, 
borrow by way of temporary loan on overdraft from a bank or other­
wise, any sums which it may temporarily require-

(a) for defraying expenses pending the receipt of revenues;

(b) for defraying expenses pending the receipt of a loan
which has been approved by the Minister for de­
fraying such expenses.

(2) Interest charged upoq any temporary loans under this.
section shall be paid out of the general rate fund of the council. 

(3) A council shall not, under this section, temporarily borrow
a sum or sums which in aggregate at any time exceed one quarter of its 
estimated. revenue for the financial year. 

172. When money is borrowed to meet any expenditure of a council
which is chargeable to a particular head of expenditure, there shall be
debited to that head of expenditure all sums required for repayment of
the loan, and for payment of interest thereon.

173. The balance of any loan which is not required for the purposes
for which it was obtained shall be repaid immediately.

174. In addition to any normal repayment in respect of any loan,
a council may make additional payments out of its ordinary revenue
towards the reduction of that loan.

AUDIT 

175. (l) All accounts of a council shall be made up yearly to the end
of the financial year to which they relate by the treasurer of the council
and shall be so made up not later than four months after the end of such
year and shall be audited by the auditor as soon as practicable.

(2) If a treasurer neglects to make up the accounts required
by subsection (I) he shall be guilty of an offence. 

176. The auditor shall give the treasurer one month's notice in writing
of the date on which he intends to commence the audit of the accounts
of the council.

177. . The treasurer shall, not later than seven days before the date of
the commencement of the audit, deposit all accounts duly made up,
together with all books and documents relating thereto, in the appropriate
office of. the council where they shall, until the commencement of the
audit, be open at all reasonable hours to the inspection of all persons
interested; and any such person shall be at liberty to make copies of or.
extracts from the deposited accounts, books and documents.

178. If the treasurer, except with the consent of, or in accordance
with directions given by the auditor, alters or allows the accounts, books
and documents to be altered, when deposited, he shall be guilty of an
offence; and any person who, having the custody of the accounts, books
and documents so deposited, refuses to allow inspection thereof shall
likewise be guilty of an offence.
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179. The treasurer shall, not later than fourteen days before the date Not�c..,e, of 

of the commencement of the audit, publish notice thereof; and such 
aiudic. · 

notice shall refer to the right of inspection by every person interested.
and shall also state that such person may appear before the auditor and
make representations as to the correctness or legality of the accounts,
books or documents deposited, or any entry therein.

180. The treasurer shall prepare a financial statement of the accounts iFtinanoial 

of the council in such form and with such number of copies as may be statement. 

prescribed by financial regulations and shall submit the statement to the
auditor at the commencement of the audit.

181. {l) During the audit, the auditor may take evidence and E;"iden�ll . . h { h" h h h d. . h b d·aJt audait 
examme witness upon oat w 1c oat t e au 1tor 1s ere y empowere · 

to administer), and may, by writing under his hand, summon any person 
to appear before him at a time and place stated and to produce all such 
accounts, books and documents as he may consider necessary for such 
examination; and if any person so summoned is not a local government 
officer he shall be entitled to payment for his attendance as if he were a 
witness attending a legal proceeding in obedience to a summons issued 
at the instance of the Crown. 

(2) Any person who, when so required, without reasonable
excuse-

(a) neglects or refuses to comply with the terms of a
direction given under subsection (I); or

(b) . having appeared, refuses to be examined on oath or
affirmation,

shall be guilty of an offence. 

(3) The auditor may require any person at the audit to make
and sign a declaration as to the correctness of any account, book or 
document, and if any person knowingly makes or signs any such declara-
tion which is untrue in any material particular, he shall be guilty of an 
offence and shall be liable on conviction on indictment to the same 
punishment as for perjury, under section 327 of the Criminal Law (Of- Cap. 10 

fences) Ordinance; and where a person, without reasonable excuse refuses 
to make or sign a declaration under this subsection, he shall be guilty 
of an offence. 

182. In carrying out an audit, the auditor shall have power- . Powers of 

auditor 

(a) to retain possession of any book or document until the
completion of the audit, or if there is any question
as to the propriety or legality of any transaction
supported by any document or recorded in any book
aforesaid, he may retain possession thereof, until
such time as the propriety or legality of the transaction
has been established or otherwise;

(b) to seal any safe, cabinet or other furniture used by
the council for the safe keeping of any cash, book
or document; and where any person tampers with
or wilfully breaks any seal so affixed by the auditor,
he shall be guilty of an offence;

(c) to adjourn any audit.

183. A person interested may in person or by his representative at
the audit make objection to the accounts or to any book or document
before the auditor.

184. {l) At ev�ry audit the auditor shall-

(a) disallow every item of account which 1s contrary to
law;

(b) surcharge the amount of any expenditure disallowed
upon the person responsible for incurring or authorising
the expenditure;

(c) surcharge any sum which has not been brought into

R.iight of 
objection. 
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account upon the person by whom the sum ought to
have been brought into account; · · · 

(d) surcharge the amount of any loss or deficiency upon
any person by whose negligence or misconduct the
loss or deficiency has been incurred;

(c) on the conclusion of the audit, certify­

(i) any disallowance under paragraph (a) ;

(ii) the amount due from any person upon whom he 
has made a surcharge; 

(iii) his allowance of the accounts subject to any dis­
allowance or surcharge which he may have made;
and

(iv) the amount of expenditure audited and allowed .

(2) Any loss represented by a charge for interest or any loss
of interest shall be deemed to be a loss within the meaning of this section 
if it arises from failure through neglect or default to levy or collect rates. 

185. Within one month of the completion of the audit of the accounts
of a council, or as soon as practicable thereafter, the auditor shall report
on the accounts audited and shall send the report to the council and a
copy thereof. to the Minister.

186. Upon receipt by a COl;lncil of the report of the auditor, the
treasurer thereof shall-

( a) give notice to any person who has been surcharged;

(b) deposit a copy of the report in the appropriate office
of the council, where .it shall be open to inspection
at all reasonable hours for a period of twenty-eight
days by any person interested;

(c) publish a notice that the audit has been completed and
that the report of the auditor is open to inspection
by persons interested for a period of twenty-eight days
at the offices of the council.

187. A council shall take the report of the auditor into consideration
at the next ordinary meeting of the council, or as soon as practicable
thereafter.

188. Any person who is aggrieved by a decision of the auditor on
any matter with respect to which he has made an objection at the audit,
and any person aggrieved by a disallowance or sur�harge made by the
auditor may, within six weeks of the date of the decision, disallowance
or surcharge, appeal to the Minister.

189. (I) The Minister, on an appeal under section 188, shall have
power to confirm, quash or vary the decision of the auditor and to remit
the case to him with such directions as the Minister thinks fit for giving
effect to the decision on appeal; and if the decision of the auditor is
quashed, or is varied to reduce the amount of surcharge to one thousand
do11ars or less, the appellant sha1l not by reason of the surcharge be subject
to the disqualification made by section 40 of the Local Authorities
(Elections) Act, 1969.

(2) Where an appeal is made to the Minister under section l 88,
the Minister may at any stage of the proceedings state, in the form of a 
special case for the opinion of the court, any question of law arising in 
the course of the appeal. 

190. (1) In the case of a surcharge, the person surcharged may,
whether or not he appeals under section 188, apply to the Minister for a
declaration that in relation to the subject-matter of the surcharge he
acted reasonably or in the belief that his action was authorised by law
and the Minister, if satisfied there is proper ground for so doing, may make
a declaration to that effect.

(2) Where a declaration is made under subsection (l) by the
Minister, the person surcharged, if by reason of the disqualification h:! is 
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subject to the disqualification imposed by section 40 of the Local Authori­
ties (Elections) Act, J 969, shall not be subject to that disqualification; and 
the Minister may, if satisfied that the person surcharged ought fairly 
to be excused, relieve him either wholly or in part from personal liability 
in respect of the surcharge. 

191. ( l )  Where an appeal under section I 88 or an application
under section 190 is made to the Minister, the appellant or applicant
shall be entitled, if he so desires, to a personal hearing by a person
appointed by the Minister for the purpose.

(2) Where such an appeal or application is made the appellant
or the applicant, as the case may be, shall be entitled to be represented 
by counsel or solicitor. 

l 9i. Every sum certified by the auditor to be due shall be paid to Paynw11. 

the treasurer of the council within one month after it has been so certified, ��/uima 

or, if an appeal under section l 88 or an application under section 190 
has been made within that period with respect to that sum, within one 
month after the appeal or application is finally disposed of or abandoned 
or fails by reason <;>f the non-prosecution thereof. 

193. (I) Proceedings for the recovery of any sum certified by the Recovery 
auditor to be due shall be commenced as soon as such sum has become
payable. 

(2) In any proceedings for the recovery of a sum certified by the
auditor to be due, a certificate signed by the auditor shall be conclusive 
evidence of the facts certified and a certificate signed by the treasurer 
that the sum certified to be due and payable has not been paid to him 
shall be prinw !acie evidence of non-payment thereof; and unless the con­
trary is proved, a certificate purporting to be signed by the auditor or by 
the treasurer shall be deemed to have been signed by the auditor or the 
treasurer, as the case may be. 

194. The Minister shall make and may amend or· vary a scale of err�� 
charges payable by councils in respect of the duties imposed upon and O a.�. it. 

performed by the auditor and the charges shall be paid to the Accountant 
Genernl within one month after the date of the completion of the audit. 

I 95. Any expenses or costs, incurred in the defence of any allowance, Cost� t
disa11owance or surcharge made by the auditor shall, so far as not re-. ap�d 

covered from any other party and except so far as may otherwise be 
ordered by the Minister, be pajd by t1.1e Council. 

196. (I) The Minister may at any time request the auditor to hold E�:ra:.,, 

an extraordinary audit of any accounts of a council; and a council may �:1&7�·­
at any time and at their own expense request the auditor to hold an
. extraordinary audit of any of their accounts. 

(2) An extraordinary audit held under this section shall be
deemed to be an audit for the purposes of this Part and the provisions 
of this Part other than those requiring the preparation and submission 
of a financial statement of the accounts and the deposit of the accounts 
together with any book or document relating thereto for inspection and 
the giving of notice thereof, shall apply accordingly. 

197. Without prejudice to the other provisioi1s of this Part, the Inbp,xtions. 
auditor shall have power at any time to inspect any account, book or
document of and to make a check of any bank account and cash balances
held on behalf of a council and in carrying out any such inspection shall 
have the powers set out in paragraphs (a) and (b) of section 182. 

198. A council may, and when so directed by the Minister shall, in Jn1e.ma1
consultation with the auditor, make arrangements for a regular system audit. 

of internal audit which shaJl be in addition to the audit hereinbefore
provided for in this Part.

199. In this Part-

(a) "the auditor" means -
(i) the Director of Audit;

(ii) a public ,officer authorised rn that behalf by
the Director of Audit;

(b) "person interested" means -

In.t.-::rpretation. 
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(i) any registered voter for the council area;
(ii) any other person having any pecuniary interest in

the accounts of the council arising from a contract
or otherwise.

PART VI 

RATING 

200. (I) Subject to the provisions of this section, each council area
shall form one rating area .

(2) Where a part of a council area will in any financial year
either derive no benefit or only partial benefit from expenditure to be 
incurred by the council thereof in respect of one or more services provided 
by the council, or will not enjoy as high standards in such services as 
the remainder of the council area, the council shall by resolution declare 
such part of the council area to be a separate rating area from the re­
mainder of the council area and shaJI fix the rate percentage thereof by 
making an appropriate reduction from the percentage fixed for the 
remainder of the council area. 

(3) Where any expenditure in respect of any service provided
by the council additional to those common .to the whole of the council 
area is to be incurred in any financial year by the council thereof for the 
benefit of a part of the council area, the council shall by resolution declare 
such part of the council area a separate rating area from the remainder 
of the council area and shall fix the rate percentage thereof by making 
an appropriate addition to the rate percentage fixed for that part of the 
remainder of the council area which excludes any part thereof declared 
under subsection (2) to be a separate rating area. 

20 l. Every council shall be the rating authority for, and shall have 
power to make and levy rates within, each rating area in its council area. 

202. Every council shall, for each rating area within its council area,
make and levy for each rating period a general rate, which shall be suffi­
cient to provide for that part of the expenditure included in the approved
estimates of the council upon services, including services common to
the whole of the council area, provided for the rating area.

203. Where it appears to a council that revenue from a general rate
levied under section 202 is likely to be insufficient to meet the expenditure
to be incurred in any rating area within the council area during the rating
period and during that part of the next subsequent rating period before
the rates in respect thereof become payable, it may, after compliance
with the provisions of section 160, make and levy a supplementary rate
for that rating area in respect of the second half of the rating period in
the same manner as is provided for the general rate.,

204. Every general or supplementary rate for a rating area shall be
at a uniform percentage on the value of property in the valuation list for
the time being in force in the rating area.

Reference !o 205. Where a new valuation list is to come into force in a rating 
�:;:. 

valuation area, a council may make a rate by reference to that list for the rating
period beginning with the day on which the list is to come into force or 
the following day, notwithstanding that the list is not in force at the ··.1.time when the rate is made, and references to the list in force for the time 
being shall be considered as references to the new list. 

·J?,1_te for 206. (1) A council shall fix the percentage of a general rate for a
ftxmg of Utt · J h h d d · I f pcrc.entage. · ratmg area not ater t an t e ay prece mg t 1e commencement o the

. rating period.

(2) A council shall fix the percentage of a supplementary rate
for a rating area not later than the day preceding the commencement 
of the second half of the rating period. 

(3) Where the Minister is satisfied that it is impracticable for a
council to comply with the provisions of this section he may, at any 
time by order, vary the days specified in ·subsection (I) and subsection 
(2); and a rate percentage fixed within such extended period shall have 
effect as if it had been fixed not later than the day or days so  specified. 
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· 207. Notice of every rate percentage shall be published in the Ga7.ette Puolicatinn ot . and in a newspaper by the c uncil forthwith after the fixing thereof. and �,t��- perC't:nt-rates shaH not be leviable u ii such notice is given. 
208. All property owned y the Crown or the State of Guyana within Crown and 

. 
d . d b ·1· d b . d d h 

State pr� . a ratmg area an occup1e y, or ut1 1se y, or occup1e un er t e rcrty . . authority of, the Crown or t e State, as the case may be, shall be liable .and subject to rates as is pr perty owned by private persons. 
. 209. (1) The owner ofrates levied thereon. property shall be liable for the payment of Liaoilicy for 

payment of 
ra�es. 

(2) The person wh se name appears in the valuation list shall,for the purposes of this sect on, be deemed to be the owner of the pro­perty listed against his nam until the contrary is proved to the satis­faction of the council. 
(3) Where a prop ty in a valuation list is sold or transferred· whether by instrument O'" 0p ration of law or otherwise, the purchaser ortransferee shall, within L -� .::e 1011ths after such sale or transfer, give noticein writing and produce the i strument of sale or transfer to, the council;and any person who fails to ive such notice or produce such instrument,of sale or transfer shall be uilty of an offence, and on summary con­viction be liable to a fm.e of one hundred dollars.
(4) Where the nan s of two or more persons appear in the listin respect of any property, he council may designate any one of those persons as owner, and such crson shall be deemed to be the sole owner for the purpose of this se tion. 
(5) Where the own r of a property cannot be found, the p�rsonin occupation of the proper y, or where there are two or more persons in occupation, any one of uch persons may be designated as owner by the council and such pcrs

r 
11 shall be deemed to be the owner for the purposes of this section. 

(6) Where, under t e provisions of this section, a joint owner orjoint occupier has paid morel than his share of rates, he may irrespectiveof the amount, recover as a civil debt under the Summary Jurisdiction (Petty Debt) Ordinance fr01 the other joint owners or joint occupiers c:-,r. 16 who have paid or contribut d less than their share, the amount of the excess together with any co ts and interest paid by him. 
. (7) Where pro pert owned by the Crown or the State of Guyana is held under a lease or is oc upied or used rn1der a licence or permission the tenant, licensee or permi tee shall be deemed to be the owner thereof for the purposes of this se tion: 

Provided that proceedi1 gs for the rate recovery by way of parate execution shall be exercised nly in regard to the right, title and interest of the tenant, licensee or ermittee. 
(8) J n this section t e term joint owner includes two or morepersons who hold a lease, ·lie ice, or permission in and over one property. 

210. Where any rate or i stalment thereof or any interest due thereon Right of is paid by a person deemed o be owner under the provisions of section recovt"ry. 209, other than the provi ior:is of subsection (7) thereof, he mayirrespective of the amount, re over any sum so paid, together with.interest.and costs from the owne_ r of[the property either as a civil debt under the cap. l6 Summary Jurisdiction (Pett� Debt) Ordinance, or by deduction of rentdue by him to the owner:
Provided that nothing ·n this section shall affect any agreement between a tenant and his land ord regarding payment of rates and no such .agreement shall derogate f om any provision of this Part relating to the recovery of rates. 

.211 No rates shall he le ied in respect of the following properties- Em1�ption, of 
... .:ert:un vro-

(a) property u ed solely for the purposes of public religiousworship;(b) property u ed exclusively for the purpose of education;(c) property sed for the purposes of a burial ground,cemetery r crematorium;

iperties. 
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(d) buildings exempted by the City Council under the
Georgetown (Taxation and Rating) Ordinance, 196�;

(e) property used for two or more of the purposes specified
in the preceding paragraphs.

212. (1) A council shall have power to exempt from liability to
pay rates either wholly or in part, in respect of the properties listed in
this section, the owners of -

(a) any property used for the advancement of religion,
education or social welfare, not with a view to profit;

(b) any property used mainly for the purpose of open a_ir
games or of open air athletic sports and occupieq. by
a club, society or other organisation which is not

.established or conducted with a view to profit;

(c) property used exclusively for the purposes of a hospital,
dispensary or public health institution,

where the council is satisfied that liability to pay the whole of the rates
would seriously prejudice the successful attainment of the objects or
purposes for which the organisation, club or society exists.

(2) The Minister may by order designate any other property
in respect of which no rates shall be payable.

Due datei. for 213. (1) The rates due in respect of a general rate shall be payable
::��ent of in four equal instalments which shall become due on the first day of April

or on the day of service of the demand note, whichever day is later, the
first day of July, the first day of October and the first day of January.

Demand 
Notes. 

(2) The rates due in respect of supplementary rate shall be
payable in two equal instalments which shall become due on the first
day of October or on service of the demand note, whichever day is the
later and the first day of January.

(3) A council may give a discount not exceeding five per centum
on rates due in respect of any general or supplementary rate when the
whole of such rates are paid within such period prior to the due date for
payment of the first instalment thereof as may be fixed by the council from
time to time.

( 4) All rates shall be paid to the office of the council or such
other place as may be signified by notice by the council.

( 5) A ratepayer may make payments on account of instalments
of rates before such instalments are due.

214. (1) As soon as practicable after notice of making of a rate
has been published, the amount of rates payable in respect of any property
shall be demanded from the person who was the owner of such property
on the day on which the rating period commenced;

. Provided that in the case of a property which becomes liable to be
rated from a day after the commencement of the rating period, the de­
mand shall be made upon the person who was the owner of the property
on the day on which the. assessment in respect thereof takes effect under
section 226, and shall be served within one month after that day.

(2) Where the provisions of subsections (2), (4), (5) and (7)
of section 209 apply in relation to any property, it shall be sufficient
compliance with this section to demand the rates due in respect thereof
from the person deemed to be the owner of the property for the purposes
of that section.

(3) Where rates are due in respect of contiguous properties
in the same ownership, the council may issue one demand note in respect
thereof, which shall be accompanied by a statement of the sums due on
each property.

(4) · Every demand note sha11 be served as hereinafter provided,
and shall contain, in addition to a statement of the amount demanded,
the following particulars-

. :J 
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(a) the description of the property in respect of which the ·
demand is made;

( b) the assessed value of the property;

(c) the rate percentage;

( d) the rating period ;

(e) the days on which instalments are due;

(f) the office or place at which the amount demanded is to
be paid;

(g) reference to interest chargeable under section 216;

(h) reference to discount allowable under section 213;

(i) an analysis of the expenditure on the principal services
of the council for the rating a·rea as included in the
approved estimates.

215. Where any instalment of rates is not paid within thirty days Default i»
from the day on which it becomes due, default shall be deemed to have payment 

been made in the payment thereof.

216. (I) A council shall be entitled to charge interest on any in- 1-nt.erest c,n

stalment outstanding, from the day of default until the debt is discharged, arrears. 

at such rate as it may decide, being not less than one per centum in excess
of the rate at which the council might have borrowed from its bankers
on the day the rates became due.

(2) The remedies for recovery of rates shall apply to any
interest which becomes payable under the provisions of this section. 

217. (l) Where a period of three months has elapsed after default Procecdin�s 

under. section 215 has occurred, the clerk of the council shall forthwith for recovt"JJ'. 

institute proceedings for the recovery of the rates.

(2) The clerk shall report to the council on action taken by
him under subsection (I). 

(3) All proceedings under this section shall be in the name of
the council. 

218. Rates shall be recoverable from the person liable for the payment Remedies 

thereof-

(a) as a civil debt, irrespective of the amount, under the
Summary Jurisdiction (Petty Debt) Ordinance; Cap. 16 

(b) by distraint under section 219 on movable property
of the person liable, whether such movable property
is situated on the property in respect of which the
rates are due or elsewhere;

(c) by parate execution under section 220, where the pro­
perty in respect of which the rates are due is movable
property.

219. (1) Where movable property is liable to distraint for rates, the Distraint 

clerk of the council shall serve on the person liable for the payment
thereof a notice which shall set out the amount of rates remaining unpaid
and shall state· that if such amount is not paid within fourteen days,
proceedings by way of distraint will be commenced.

(2) If payment is not made within fourteen days after the notice
is served under subsection (1), the clerk of the council shall make applica­
tion to the magistrate of the judicial district in which the offices of the 
council are situate for a warrant of distress, and the magistrate, upon the 
production of a copy of the notice together with proof of service, shall 
grant a warrant of distress under and by virtue of which the movable 
property may be levied on and sold for the. amount of the rates together 
with costs. 

(3) Where notwithstanding the provisions of this act, any
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movable property levied on and sold under this section is the property of a person not being the person who is liable for the payment of the rates, the owner of the movable property. shall be entitled to recover from the · council the full value of the property so distrained, wit· h (4) All warrants of distress issued under this ection shall be inthe form set out in Schedule 7 and shall be executed in the same manner as warrants
. 
of distress issued by a magistrate under t.·ht Summary Juris­diction (Petty Debt) Ordinance, and the fees for the pr cess shall be thesame as would apply to proceedings under that Ordina ce. 220. (I) Where rates are due in respe:t of any property. and theremedy of distress is not available against the person liable for the pay­ment of such rates, or where it has been used and has p.foved insufficient,the cl�rk of the council shall institute proceedings i way of parate · execution. (2) Where a person owns two or more immovable properties .on which rates are due, proceedings under this section may be instituted· against any one of those properties and the whole of the rates due from the owner of such propertits together with costs, shall be taken from the .. proceeds of sale of such property, but without prejudice to further pro-·· ceedings against the other property, should the proceeds of• sale not realise a sufficient sum to meet the whole of sue h rates,and costs. (3) Where any property is first put up for �ale in pursuanceof proceedings brought under this section, the marsha ljshall not sell the property unless a sum equivalent to the a:mount of rates and interest due thereon up to the day of the sale, as certified by the treasurer of the council, together with costs of the proceedings hes beep offered for the · property. but shalJ re-advertise the sale not Jess than twenty-one days thereaft. er in the usua

.
l manner and. shall sell the proper! without reserve to the highest bidder. (4) On sale of any property by paratc exec tion under thissection, the marshal, after deducting the costs, inclu ing the costs of passing transport or registering a transfer in the case of registered land, shall, within thirty days pay to the treasurer the ampunt due to the council or where the proceeds of sale are insufficient tq meet the whole of the amount due. the balance of the proceeds of salt after deduction of costs, and shall furnish the treasurer with a return fhowing the date · of sale, the name of the purchaser, the amount realise, and the amount of costs. (5) A council may purchase any property offered for sale under ·this section. (6) (a)

(b) 
Transport of the property, or transfer in the case of · registered ]and, to the purchaser, shall be effected by the marshal in accordance with section 28 · of the Deeds Registry Ordinance, or section ;124 of the Land Registry Ordinance, 1959, as the casr may be; where the property consists of a right title or interest under s1.1bsection (7) of section 209, and the property in respect of which such right, title or interest subsists is registered land, the marshal shall' effect a transfer of such right, title or interest in accordance with . section 124 of the Land Registry Ordinance, 1959; 

(c) where the property consists of right, title or il'1terest under ·subsection (7) of section 209 and the property is notregistered land, the Cornmissoner of Lands andMines, on a certificate of the marshal that the pur­chaser has paid the full purchase price and coststherefor, shall record the transfer to the purchaser ·in the appropriate register.(7) Nothing in this section shall be construed as affecting theoperation of the Deeds Registry Ordinance, or the Land Registry · Ordinance, 1959, or any rules, regulations or fees for the time being in force thereunder. 221. In any proceeding for the recovery' of rates, any documentsigned by the treasurer of the council, containing a statement of theamount due in respect of rates on any property shall, without proof of

·, 
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that signature and without proof of any other matter or thing, be prirna 
Jacie evidence that the amount so claimed is due and payable. 
222. (I) No error or omission committed in any proceeding: for Error i� 
the recovery of rates shall prejudice the recovery thereof, nor shall the ���c�:���!�
proceeding lapse, cease or abate. by rea.son of the death, resignation or
removal of the clerk of the council but the clerk for the time being may 
prosecute and continue the proceedings commenced and carried on in 
the name of the previous c1erk in all respects as if the proceedings had 
been taken by himself.

(2) No person may sue an officer or other person employed
in executing any warrant of distress for recovery of rates, by reason of 
any error or omission therein. 
223. (I) The payment of any rates may be enforced notwithstanding Rat�s 

I h · · d h · d recoverable t 1at t e ratmg peno as term mate . after ratms 
period. 

(2) Where on a transfer of property or a judicial sale any sum
by way of rates or interest or costs in respect thereof remains unpaid 
such sum with interest" till the day of payment shall be recoverable from 
the owner by virtue of such transfer or -sale notwithstanding that he was 
not the owner at the time,' when the sum became due. 
224. Where any person liable for rates is declared insolvent or goes Pr�ferential 

into liquidation or where a judicial sale not at the instance of a council ctaii:n5. 
takes place, the claim of the council for such rates and interest thereon 
shaJJ be treated as a preferential claim over all claims other than those 
in respect of sums due to the Government: 

Provided that notice of the claim has been given by the clerk of the 
council to the Official Receiver or Registrar, as the case may be, within 
·seven days of the notice relating to insolvency, liquidation or judiciaJ
sale appearing in the Gazette.

225. (1) Every council shall cause to be kept in respect of each1Rate record. 
rating period, a record showing the rates assessed on the properties
within each rating area in the council area including properties and owners 
exempted under sections 211 and 212.

(2) The entries to be recorded shall be completed within twenty­
eight days after the day on which the rate percentage is published and 
shall be open to inspection at the offices of the council at all reasonable 
hours by any ratepayer for such period as any rates in that rating period 
are unpaid. 

(3) Where one of several joint owners or joint occupiers has
been designated by the council as owner under section 209, for the pur­
poses of that section, it shall be sufficient to enter his name with the 
addition after his name of the words "and another" or .. and others", as 
the case may require. 
226. (I) A council may, at any time-

(a) correct any error or omission in any rate record;
(b) add to or otherwise amend the rate record as may from

time to time become necessary by reason of new or 
altered assessments. 

(2) Every amendment made under paragraph (a) of subsection
( l) shall have. effect as if it ·had been inserted in the rate record made
under section 225, and all sums paid or payable as a rate shall be re­
adjusted accordingly. 

(3) In the case of a property added to or an altered assessment
in the rate record, the rates shall be payable from the date the assessment 
takes effect. I

Amendment of 
rate record. 

227. A council shall have power to make and levy a special rate onPower. 1:o IeTY the valu� of property in the valuation list in a rating area, or part thereof, special rate. 

for the improvement of that area, or part thereof, or for the liquidation of any claim for �or:npensa�ion admitt�d or �warded for loss sust"ained by reason of any bmldmg, palmg or erection bemg pulled down or otherwise destroyed. for the purpose of arresting any fire in the �·a ting area; and any such special rate shall be recoverable and preferent 111 the same manner 
as a general rte. 
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PART VII 

CONTRACTS 

228. � counci_l may enter into contracts necessary for the di charge �'��:r i��oof any of its functtons. contract�. 

229. (I) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2)-

(a) a council shall, except in those cases provided for in
sections 230, 231 and 232 and except in the ase of
contracts made pursuant to section 269, before
entering into any contract for the execution of a work
or the supply of any gaods to the value of two th usand
and five hundred dollars or more, give notice f such
proposed contract and shall, by such notice, inv·te any
person willing to undertake the same to su mit a
sealed tender there::>f to the council not lat r than
a day and hour which shall b� specifie:.i in such otice:

(b) •. a council shall not open or consider any te der or
enter into any contract to which the subsection applies
until after the time specified in the notice and sh 11 then
consider all tenders which have been submitted y that
time.

Notice 
inviting 
tenders. 

(2) The Minister may by order exempt any counc 1 from
compliance with the requirements of subsection (1) in the case of any 
particular work or goods. 

230. (1) A council may, in respect of such work and such go
shall. determine, nominate persons who are able and willing to
any such work or supply any such goods ..

(2) Any person may apply to the council to be nomi ated in
accordance with and for the purposes of this section, and the cou ii may 
require any applicant to furnish it with such particulars or samp s as it 
may specify before considering the application. 

(3) The council may cancel the nomination of any perso made
in accordance with and for purposes of this section upon giving o such 
person not less than one month's notice in writing of its intenti so to 
do, which notice shall specify the grounds upon which the coun il pro­
poses to cancel the nomination; and the council shall consider, before 
deciding whether or not to cancel the nomination, any represe tations 
made by such person. 

(4) Any person who has applied to the council to be no inated
in accordance with and for the purposes of this section and has n t been 
so nominated or whose nomination has been cancelled may appeal 
to the Minister, and the Minister may either uphold the decisio of the 
council or direct the council to nominate or to re-nominate such erson. 

(5) The council shall nuse to be prepared, and to be
to date, a list of all persons for the time being nominated by it in 
ance with and for the purposes of this section, and such list shall in elation 
to each such person show in respect of what work or goods he h s been 
so nominated; and a copy of such list shall be open to public in pection 
at the offices of the council. 

(6) When a council require5 the ex.ecution of any work or the
supply of any goods in respect of which it has nominated any pe son in 
accordance with and for the purpose of this section, the couaci m1y, 
notwithstanding the provisions of section 229, invite 011ly tl105e �rsons 
to submit tenders who have been so nominated in re5pect of th work 
or goods required; but the council shall invite all such persons to ubmit 
tenders. 

231. A council may accept any tender which, having regar to !all Acceptam:e °'
the cir.;umstances appears to the council to be the most advant geous, tenders.
and may take security for the due and faithful performance o every
contract, or the council may decline to accept any tender;

Provided that all tenders received shall be recorded by the c erk. 
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232. In cases of emergency, or where the delay from inviting tenders Variation of 
· 

h 'd d · h · p Id 1 · 1 h .1 tender proce-m t e manner prov1 e m t 1s art wou resu t m oss to t e counc1 , dure in cases 
the council may authorise the making of contracts or purchases to the of emergency. 
value of two thousand and five hundred do11ars or more without publica:. 
tion of the notice required by subsection (1) of section 229, or the invita-
tions to tender mentioned in subsection (6) of section 230: 

Provided that in all such cases the council shall specify the method 
of inviting tenders and the period within which tenders shall be submitted. 

233. Nothing in this Part shall apply to any contract for the purchase Perishable 
by a council of produce or other perishable goods bought in a public �oods. . .• , 
market, or to any purchase entered into by a council as the result of , - :... ·- .. 
bidding at public auction. � 

234. A council may enter into contracts with, and may act as agents con.tr;c,s with 
of, the Government or any authority for the purpose of any work or Government. 

service for which the Government or such authority is responsible within
or adjacent to its council area.

PART VIII

ACQUISITION OF AND DEALINGS IN LAND 
235. (I) A council may, with the consent of the Minister, by agree- Powl:r 10 

ment acquire whether by way of purchase, lease, exchange or acceptance f��;:re 

as a gift and may, subject to the provisions of this Part, compulsorily pur-
chase any land withiri its council area for the purpose of any of its func-
tions.

(2) The ]and acquired or compulsorily purchased under this
section may be an easement, right, power, privilege or other interest 
which did not previously exist as such, in, over or in connection with 
land. 

236. Any land belonging to a council and not required for the pur- Power co 
poses for which it was acquired may be appropriated for any other f.p�opriate 
purpose for which the council is empowered to acquire land. ,m · 

237. A council may let any land which it. may possess. ,!l,ower to lei 
land. 

238. A council may, with the approval of the Minister:- Power to sen 
or exchange 

(a) sell, at the best price that can be obtained, any land land. 

whi�h it may possess and which is not required for
the purpose for which it was being used;

(b) exchange· any land which it may possess for any other
land either with or without paying or receiving any
money for equality of exchange.

ACQUISITION OF 1:-AND BY COMPULSORY PROCESS 

239. (1) No land shall be acquired by compulsory process under Notice of 
this Part unless a council has first caused to be served upon each of the treat. 
owners of the land, or such of them as can, after diligent enquiry, be 
ascertained, a notice inviting the person on whom the notice is served 
to treat with the council for the sale of the interest of that person in the 
land; 

Provided that no such notice shall be served unless the council has 
first obtained the consent of the Minister to service thereof. 

(2) Where service on an owner cannot be effected under sub­
section (1) in accordance with section 311, service on that owner may be 
effected by causing a copy. of the notice to treat to be published in the 
Gazette and in a newspaper circu]ating in Guyana and-

(a) if the land is occupied, leaving a copy of the notice
to treat with the occupier; or

(b) if the land is not occupied, affixing, if practicable, a
copy of the notice to treat to a conspicuous part of the
land.

and the notice to treat shall be deemed to have been so served on the day 
on which the copy is published in the Gazefle as aforesaid, is so left with 
the occupier or is so affixed, whichever last occurs. 

·  
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Compulsory 
. acquisition. 

(3) Where, in relation to any land, a notice to treat has been
served in accordance with subsection (I) or subsection (2 it shall not be · 
necessary for the council to serve any further notice to t eat in relation 
to such land solely on account of any change in owners ip of the land 
after the day on which the notice is served under subs ction (I) or is 
deemed to have been served under subsection (2), as the c se may be. 

(4) A person served with a notice to treat in cspect of ]and
may, not later than fourteen days after the service of the.notice, furnish 
to the council particulars of-

(a) the interest claimed

(b) the amount for which he is agreeable t sell his interest
in the land; and

(c) the name and address of any other perso known to him
to have an interest in the land and th nature of that
interest.

(5) Upon receipt of the particulars referred to i subsection (4),
the council may treat with the person furnishing the pa ticulars for the 
acquisition of the interest of that person in the land by agr ement and may 
enter into an agreement with that person for that acquisi ·on. 

(6) The council may, by notice in writing to · person served
with a notice to treat, withdraw the notice to treat. 

240. (I) Without prejudice to the liability ef a co ncil under any
contra:::t for the acquisition of land by agreement und r this Act a11d
subject to the provisions of subsection ·(2), where a period of twenty-eight
days has expired after the service of a notice to treat, r of notices· to
treat, in relation to land, the Minister may authorise that the land or any
interest in the land (not including an interest in respect o which a notice
to treat has been withdrawn) be acquired by compulsor process under
this Part for the purpose of any function of the council a proved by him.

(2) No authorisation for the acquisition of land by com­
pulsory process shall be given by the Minister under s bsection (I) in 
respect of any land to which the provisions of sections 2 4 to 254 apply 
unless the -'requirements of those provisions have been compiled with. 

(3) The council shall cause to be published i the Ga:.ette a
notice of any authorisation for the acquisition of land by compulsory 
process by the Minister under subsection (I) and, in t e notice, shall 
declare that the land has been acquired under this Act for he purpose of a 
function of the council approved by the Minister. 

(4) Upon the publication of the notice in the o.�t.'lfe the land
to which the notice applies shall, by force of this 1ct---

(a) be vested in the council:

(b) be freed and discharged from all i terests, trusts,
restrictions, dedications, reservations, bligations, con­
tracts, licences, charges and rates,

to the intent that the legal estate in the land and all ri hts and powers 
incident to that legal estate or conferred by this Act shall be vested in the 
council. 

Conversio� �f 241. (l) Subject to the provisions of subsection 2), the interest
;::!!�:;��o 

in- of every person in the land to which a notice under sec ·on 240 applies, 
e1a1ms for shall, on the date of acquisition of the land be converte into a right to compensa- . d J • p tkln. compensat10n un er t 11s art. 

Validitv of 
authori.sa­
tiou;. 

(2) Where an easement, right, power, privilege r other interest
which did not previously exist as such, in, over or in onnection with 
land is acquired, the interest of every person in that la d shall, on the 
date of the acquisition, and to the extent to which that i terest is affected 
by the acquisition, be converted into a right to compcns tion under this 
Part. 

242. lf any person aggrieved by an authorisation of the Minister
under subsection (I) of section 240 for the acquisition f land by com.-
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pulsory process desires to question the validity thereof on the ground 
· . that the authorisation is not empowered to be granted under this Part or

on the ground that any requirement of this Part has not been complied
with in relation to the authorisation, he may, within three weeks from the
date. <;m which notice of the authorisation is published in the Gazette,

make an application to the Court and on any such application the Court-

(a) may by interim order suspend the operation of the
authorisation either generally or in so far as it affects
any property of the applicant, until the final determina­
tion o� the proceedings;.

(b) shall order the applicant to give such security for
costs as the Court thinks fit before making any such
order;· and the security so given shall remain in force
until the matter is finally determined;

(c) if satisfied that the authorisation is not empowered
to be granted under this Part or that the interests of
the applicant have been substantially prejudiced by
any requirement of this Part not having been complied
with, may quash the authorisation either generally
or in so far as it affects any property of the applicant.

571 

243. (1) Notwithstanding · anything contained in this Part where iP'Ower of 

land is acquired by compulsory process under this Part, the Court may, cm_irt to_ 

1 I. · f h ·1 d er d adJust nghts. upon t 1e app 1cat1on o t e counc1 concerne or any person auecte , 
make such orders as to the Court seem proper for declaring or adjusting 
rights and liabilities in connection with the land or with transactions in 
relation to the land or otherwise affected by the acquisition. 

(2) Without limiting the generality of the powers conferred
by subsection (l), the orders which may be made under that subsection 

. include-

(a) an order for the payment or repayment of moneys;

(b) an order discharging a person from an obligation to
pay moneys;

(c) where there was a subsisting contract of sale of the
land, an order with respect to the rights and liabilities
of the parties to that contract; and

(d) where there was a charge or encumbrance over the
land-

(i) an order releasing a person in whole or m part
from a personal covenant or obligation in rela­
tion to the charge or encumbrance; and

(ii) an order apportioning the charge or encum­
brance between the land acquired and other land
subject to the charge or encumbrance.

244. (1) Where land is acquired by compulsory process under this Notice 

Part, the council shall, as soon as practicable after the date of acquisition to owner. 

of the land, cause a copy of the notice of acquisition of the land published
under section- 240 to be served upon the owners of the land, or such of
them as can, after diligent inquiry, be ascertained.

(2) Where-

(a) the council is unable, after diligent inquiry, to ascertain
the identity of an owner; or

(b) service on an owner cannot be effected under sub­
section (1) in accordance with section 311,

service on that owner may be effected by causing a copy of the notice of 
acquisition to be published in a newspaper circulating in Guyana and-

(c) if the land is occupied, leaving a copy of the notice of
acquisition with the occupier; or

(d) if the land is not occupied, affixing, if practicable, a

!  
,· 
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I copy of the notice of acquisition to a conspicuous 
part of the land. . ... ·; 

Rcgisl�ano� 245. (1) Where land has been acquired by compulsory proce�s
of notlfi.cauon. under this Part, the council may lodge with the Registrar of Lands' ;a 

copy, certified under the hand of its clerk, of the notice of acquisitiori c;,f 
the land published under section 240. 

Notice of 
proposal 1.10 
acquire. 

Objeclions 
to propilsed 
acquisation. 

Reasons 
for proposed 
acquisition. 

Appoint­
ment cf 
insrectot� 

Holding 
of inquiry. 

(2) The Registrar of Lands may register the acquisition in the
same manner in which dealings with registered land are registered. 

246. (1) · Before the Minister authorises the compulsory acquisition
of any land under subsection (1) of section 240, the council shaJl-

(a) publish in the Gazette and in a newspaper circulating
in Guyana a notice of the proposed acquisition;

(b) cause to be served upon each of the persons who are
owners of the land at the date of the publication of such
notice in the Gazette, or such of them as can, after
diligent inquiry, be ascertained, a copy of such notice;
and

(c) if practicable, cause a copy of such notice to be
affixed to some conspicious part of the land.

(2) The notice of the proposed acquisition shaJl contain the
following particulars-

(a) a description of the land proposed to be acquired
including its location, area and boundaries;

(b) the purpose for which the land is required;
.; 

(c) the time within which and the manner in which objec­
tion to the proposed acquisition may be made;

( d) the address for service of the council.

247. (I) Within thirty days of the publication of the notice under
paragraph (a) of subsection (I) of section 246 any person having an in­
terest in the land may serve on the council notice of objection to the pro­
posed acquisition.

(2) The notice of objection shall contain the name and address
of the objector or bis legal representative and shall state in full the grounds 
upon which the objection is based, and may propose alternative land for
the purposes· of the proposed acquisition.

248. As soon as practicable after a notice .of objection has been
served on the council under section 247 and in any event before the holding
of an inquiry under section 250, the council shall serve on the· objector
a statement of the reasons for the proposed acquisition. 

249. (I) Where notice of any objection has been given under section
247, the Minister shall appoint an inspector who may be a public officer,
to inquire into such objection. · · 

(2) Every appointment of an inspector under this section shab
be notified in the Gazeti'e . · · · 

250. (I) The inspector shall, as soon as practicable after his appoint­
ment, arrange. for the holding of an inquiry into the objection and shall 
notify the objector and the council of the time. and place at which the 
inquiry is to be held. 

· (2) ·For the purposes o(the inquiry the inspector shall-

(a) give the objector and the council an opportunity of'
being heard, either in person or by JegaJ represen-
tatives; . 

(b) consider such evidence, either oral or documentary,
as the objector and the council may present, and such
other evid�nce as the inspector thinks desirable for the
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'.purpose of p
t
)perly inquiring into the objection: 

Provide� that the inspe�tor shall give the objector and the council
an opportum of commentmg upon any statement, representation or 

,·evidence pres ted by the council and the objector, respectively. 

(3) The inspector shall hold the inquiry in public.

251. The
t

nspector shall on completion of the inquiry, submit a �ubmi.ssioa . 

report to the inister which shall contain the following matters- ;; M:.�. 

a) a summary of the reasons advanced by the objector
against . the proposed acquisition;

a summary of the reasons advanced by the council in
support of the proposed acquisition;

in cases where alternative land has been proposed by 
•   · the objector- · ·· · ·. · 

· (i) a summary of the reasons advanced by the objector
in support of the suitability of such altern�tive land; 

·. (ii)·· a summary of the reasons advanced by· the council· against the suitability of such alternative land; 

thinks special attention ought to be drawn. ·
t

) any factors or considerations to which the inspector 
I 

J•, 

252. Whe , in respect of the proposed acquisition of land, more �onsoli�- :;, 
than one notic of objection has been served on the council the inspector ;'�j�c�i�ns. 
shall, unless for special reasons he considers it to be undesirable to do 

·so, consider all such objections at one inquiry and shall submit one report
to the Ministe in respect thereof.

253. The · spector shall cause a copy of his report submitted to the Copy of 

M. . . d . h . 251 b d h b' report to 1mster m a or ance wit . sect10n to e serve on t e o �ector he given 

and the counc 1. to objector. 
an.cl Counc1L 

254. Whe a notice of objection has been served on the council in JRe�s:-'ns fm: 
f d . 

. . f l d b l cc1ston to · respect o the 
1

propose acqms1t10n o any an y compu sory process he gi..-en. 10:, 
under this Pa t, and subsequent thereto, fae Minister authorises such objector 
acquisition th Minister shall furnish the objector with a statement in 
writing of the easons why he considers that the land should be acquired 
as aforesaid, · requested by the objector to state such reasons on or 
before the dat of the publication of the notice of acquisition required 
to be publishe under subsection (3) of section 240. 

ENTRY UPON LAND 

255. (I) ny person authorised by a council to act under this section Powe� to 
may, for the urpose of a·scertaining whether land is suitable for ac- examine lands. 

quisition for t e purpose of a function of the council or of surveying or
obtaining info mation in relation to land which the council or person
so authorised onsiders suitable for such a purpose,-

enter upon the land, or upon adjoining land, with 
such persons, vehicles and things as he thinks fit; and 

make surveys, take levels, sink pits, examine the soil 
and do any other thing in relation to the land: 

Provided hat no person so authorised shall enter any land as afore­
said without reviously giving the occupier thereof at least seven days' 
notice in writi g of his intention to do so. 

. . (2) I a person hinders or obstructs a person authorised under 
this. section to enter on land in the exercise of any of his powers under 
this section in elation to that land, the magistrate's court for the judicial 
district wherei such land is situated may, on the application of the 
person so aut rised grant a warrant authorising a person named in the 
warrant to en orce the entry upon the land, and to prevent hindrance 
or obstruction o the exercise of any power under this section in relation 
to the land, a d for those purposes to use such force and assistance 
as are necessa y," and the entry upon; and the examination of, the land 
may be enforc d in accordance with the warrant. 
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compensa­
tion for 
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Car. �8. 

(3) Where any person hinders or obstructs the exercise of·any powers und1r a warrant issued under subsection (2) he shall be guilty· of an offence. 
256. Where the owner of an interest in land suffers loss or damageby reason of the exercise, in relation to the land, of the· powers conferredby section 255, there shall be promptly paid to him by the council ade­quate compensation, and such compensation shall be determined byagreement between the owner and the council. or in the absence of agree­ment, by the Court on application by the owner.COMPENSATION 257. Adequate compensation sha11 be promptly paid to the councilconcerned to a Ierson who has a right to compensation under section 241.
258. (1) A y person claiming compensation in respect of Jand ·acquired by coq.ipulsory process by a council may apply to the Court forthe determinatic;m of his interest in or right over the land and the amountof compensation; and the costs of and incidental to proceedings in the·· Court shall be tn the discretion of the Court.(2) Any party to any proceedings in the Court relating to aclaim under subsection(]) shall have the same rights of appeal as he has for the purpose of and in relation to �n action in the Court. 
259. (1) Without prejudice to the rights conferred by section 258a council and a person claiming compensation in respect of land acquiredby compulsor� process may by agreement determine the amount of·compensation payable or may agree to submit the determination ofthat amount ti artibration in accordance with this section.(2) Where an agreement for arbitration is made, the ArbitrationOrdinance shal� apply, subject to the agreement, to and in relation to the agreement and I to and in relation to the arbitration under the agreement. 

PERSONS UNDER D1SAB1LITY AND CERTAIN LIMITED OWNERS 
:=� of �60

_. 
A pison inclu�ing a corporation which h�s no powt;r, or

limited owners. hm1te� power only, �o d1sp<?se of land, a tenant for life, a g�a�d1an, a committee of· lunatic or 1d10t, a trustee, an executor or admm1strator, a person for t11e time being entitled to the receipt of the rents and profits of land in posfession or a lessee, possessed of, or entitled to, land, or having the 1mp1agement of ]and on behalf of a person under a legal disability mayJ by force of this Part and for any of the purposes of this Part and not\\{"ithstanding anything to the contrary in any law, deed of set�lement or pther deed, will, memorandum or articles of association or rnstrument� 

Exc,-cisc of 26 l . 
11owers. 

a) lease, sell, transfer or convey the lan.d or any mterestin the ]and;
I 
(b) if the land is acquired by compulsory process take anyaction authorised by sections 258 and 259 to be takenby a person claiming compensation.(l) he powers conferred by section 260 may be exercised-a) by a person other than a lessee, not only on behalf ohimself and his heirs, executors, administrators and successors, but also on behalf of every person entitled in reversion, remainder or _expectancy after him, and 
b) 

re) 
(d) 

in defeasance of the estate of every person so entitled; by a guardian, on behalf of his ward, and to the extent to which the ward could exercise those powers if he were not under a disability; by the committee of a lunatic or idiot, on behalf of· the lunatic or idiot, and to the extent to which the lunatic or idiot could exercise those powers if he were not under a disability; and by a trustee, executor or administrator, on behalf of his cestuis que trust (whether infants, issue unborn,. 
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lunatics, idiots or other persons) to the same extent as the cestuis que trust could exercise· those powers if they were not under a disability. (2) Where a person specified in section 260 leases or selfs landof which he is not the beneficial owner, or agrees to accept compensation in respect of the acquisition under this Part of any such land and that person was not otherwise empowered to grant the lease or to make the sale or agreement, the lease sale or agreement shall have no force or effect unless approved by the Court. 

I 
�I GENERAL 262. Where a person was in possession of land acquired by com- Agreem�! puls ry process under this Part immediately before the date of acquisition :0:��sf:O_m ..of th! land, the council may enter into an agreement with that person . on s ch terms and conditions as are specified in the agreement. und1 which that person is permitted to remain in possession of the land 

263. (1) If a person who is in possession of land acquired by com- Waranu_ 1 d h · p h h · d . to obtll!a pu sory process un er t ts art, ot er t an a person perm1tte to remam posscS5ioo.. in possession under· section 262, refuses or fails, when required by the council so to do, to give up possession of the land, or hinders or obstructs the council or a person' authorised by the council in taking possession of the land, a magistrate's court may, on the application of the council, grant a warrant authorising a person named in the warrant to enter on the land and deliver up possession of the land to the council and for those purposes to use such force and assistance as are necessary. (2) Where any person hinders or obstructs the exercise of anypowers under a warrant issued under subsection (J) he shall be guilty of an offence. 264. ln this Part, unless the context otherwise requires-"interest" Interpretation in relation to land means-(a) a legal or equitable estate or interest in land;(b) a right, power or privilege over, pr in connection with,the land;"lease'' includes an agreement for a lease. PART IX-FUNCTIONS OF COUNCILS DRAINAGE AND IRRIGATION 265. (l) The Minister may by order appoint any part of a council Ct11�ncn area which does not form part of a drainage and irrigation area so de- �{:;.�.agedared under section l 8 of the Drainage and Irrigation Ordinance to be Cap. 119'2. a council drainage area. (2) Any order made under this section and any order varyingor amending any such order shall be published in the Gazeite and in three consecutive issues of at least one newspaper circulating in Guyana. 
. (3) The owner of any land situated within a council drainage area may at any time apply to the Minister to exclude his land from the council drainage area; and the owner of any land in the council area situated outside the council drainage area may at any time apply to the Minister to include his Jarid within the council drainage area. (4) Upon receipt of any application under subsection (3) theMinister shall cause inquiry to be made into the representations submitted and shall ma�e such order as is necessary to give effect to his determination. (5) If any council drainage area, or part thereof, is declaredunder section 18 of the Drainage and Irrigation Ordinance to be a drain- Cap. 192. age and irrigation area, such council drainage area or part thereof, as the case may be ,shall cease to be or form part of a council drainage area. 266. A council shall in any council drainage a'rea- Resoonsi­

biltt.y of 

(a) 
councils for cause to be made and maintain 8. in good order the dcou?cil 

d · k " ffi 11 d · · d ramage ramage wor s necessary 1or e ectua y rammg an areas. irrigating the council drainage area; 
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iPower to 
require 
ownc:n io 
council 
drainage 
area to 
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works. 
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(b) cause all drainage works in the council drainage area
- - so to be kept as not to be injurious to health and to

be properly cleansed and drained.

267. (I) An owner of land in a council drainage area shall maintain
all drainage works thereon to the satisfaction of the council and so as

· to prevent the flooding of any lands within the area and the waste of·
water; and for these purposes the council may by notice served on the
owner require him to repair or maintain any drainage work thereon.

(2) If the owner fails to comply with a notice served under
this section, any person authorised in writing by the council may enter
upon the land with such persons, vehicles and things as are necessary
for the purpose c;1nd repair or maintain any drainage. work or portion
·thereof in.accordance with the notice; and the cost of so doing shall be
recoverable by the council from the owner.

Power to 268. (1) If the_.owner of any canal or drain situate without a council
�e:�!�: drainage area wilfully or negligently keeps such canal or drain foul and 
outsi�..;- .. ·., .• �offensive and thereby injuriously affects the council drainage area, or, 
:��:�: .. ,.i .. �./ :_.the 9wne� of land situ3;te without such. area �ilfully_ or · negligently
area� to · fads to repa1r any dam, sluice, koker; canal or.dram on his land and such
:;:i:;::-n f�ilure endangers the sa,fety , or materially impairs the· efficiency, of any 
works. C,rainage work under the control or management of the council, the council 

may, by notice in writing. served on .the owner of .the drain or canal� or 
of the land require him to clean such canal or drain, or repair. such dam, 
sluice, koker, canal or drain. 

Cont:I'a,ot\<I 
with 
owners of 
land. 

Power of 
entry upon 
land for 
im,r,ection. 

(2) If the owner of the canal ·or drain, or of the land, as the
case may be, fails within seven days of the service of a notice under this 
section, to commence the work required by the notice, or, having com• 
menced the work, unreasonably delays its completion, any person 
authorised in writing by the Council may enter on the land of the owner 
with such persons, vehicles and things as are reasonably necessary for 
the purpose and perform or complete work, as the case may require; and 
the cost of so doing shall be recoverable by the council from the owner. 

269. (I) A council may enter into contracts with owners of land
situate without a council drainage area for the purpose of affording to
the area effectual drainage for such term of years or for such considera­
tion as may be agreed.

(2) A council may authorise the making of a contract pursuant
to this section without publication of the notices required by subsection 
(I) of section 229 or the invitations to tender mentioned in subsection (6)
of section 230.

270. The powers conferred upon a person authorised pursuant to
section 255 to enter upon and examine land shall apply to a person
authorised by a council to act under this sect'ion for the purpose of as­
certaining-

(a) whether drainage works on land in a council drainage
area are being maintained in accordance with section
266;

(b) the state of maintenance of the drainage works specified
in subsection (1) of section 267,

and the provisions of section 256 shall apply where the "loss or damages 
is suffered by the owner of the land by reason of the exercise, in relation 
to the land, of the powers conferred by this section. 

Onstruction. 271. If a person hinders or obstructs a person authorised under 

Power to 
corn,tnict 
coui;i�il.'. 
;r,oads and 
control 

. traffic 
Cap. 1�1. 
Cap. 277. 
Cap. 280. 

subsection (2) of section 266 or subsection (2) of section 267 in the exercise 
of any of his powers under those subsections, the provisions of subsections 

. (2) and (3) of section 255 shall apply. 

ROADS 

272. A council shall have power, subject to the prov1s10ns of the,'
Town and Country Planning Ordinance, the Roads Ordinance and the
Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Ordinance to contract, maintain,
repair, protect and carry out works for the betterment of council roads
in its council area and to regulate and control traffic thereon.
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·273. . (1) For the purposes of the construction, maintenance, repair, Power to ·· protect10n and car�ying out of works for the betterment of council roads, :�f�Ini�
1
:

0n 

·any person authorised by a council to act under this section may enter Ianct. upon any adjoining land within the council area with sl!lch personsvehicles and things as he thinks fit and may do thereon any or all of th�following-

·,.

(a) inspect the soil and drainage;
(b) dig, cut, take and re�ove from any uncultivated lands· adjacent to the road any road materials;
(c) control or divert the drainage and construct andmaintain dams, drains and trenches;
(d) cause any koker to be opened at any material time toallow through passage of any craft carryjng materialsrequired for road purposes;
(e) deposit and store any materials requi ed for roadpurposes;
(f) �rect on any portion of uncultivated land nd maintainthereon structures for the accommodati n of personsemployed upon the works and for th storage ofvehicles, tools and equipment and bccupy suchstructures and the land necessary for their use andfor ingress and egress:

Provided that no person so authorised shall enter upon any land as aforesaid without previously giving the occupier thereof at least seven days' notice in writing of his intention to do so. 
(2) If a person hinders or obstructs a person authorised underthis section in the exercise of any of his powers under subsection (1 ), the provisions of subsections (2) and (3) of section 255 shall apply; and where loss or damage is suffered by the owner of the adjoining land by reason of the exercise, in relation to the land, of the powers conferred by this section, the provisions of section 256 shall apply. 

274. Without prejudice to the generality of the power to regulate Trafficand control traffic on council roads conferred by section 272, but subject Cor.1.tro1. 

to the provisions thereof a council may-
(a) establish, maintain and control car parks;
(b) erect and maintain parking meters;
(c) regulate the standing and parking of vehicles on councilroads;
(d) erect and maintain traffic control signals and trafficsigns on council roads;
(e) regulate the speed of vehicles on council roads;
(f) designate particular council roads as one way roadsor one way streets and require all vehicles thereon tomove in one specified direction;
(g) require. vehicles to stop before entering or crossingany council road or to yield to other traffic;
(h) restrict the use of any council roads to vehicles ofspecified types or ,weights.

275. (I) A council may for. such ·periods as it considers necess�ry Authorised_ for the protection of a council road or the users thereof, or for the carry mg closre of out of road works, order that the road or any portion thereof be closed roa( · 
to all or specified types of vehicles.

(2) As soon as practicable after an order under this sectionhas been made, the council shall cause to be displayed such road signs, warning notices or barriers as it considers will suffice to convey to the public adequate intimation of the effect of ·such order, and the council shall cause any such order to be published. 
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Private 

access to 

council 

roads. 

(3) Any person who uses or causes or permits a vehicle to be
used in contravention of an. order made under this section shaJI be guilty 
of an offence and on summary conviction shall be liable to a fine not 
exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars. 

276. (l) No person shall construct any private access to a council
road, or any other facility or appurtenance for the purpose of access
thereto except with the written permission of the council:

Provided that permission for private access to a council road shaJJ 
not be refused by a council unless there exists reasonable access thereto. 

(2) The permission of the council for the construction of an
access .road, facility or apputrenance shall be subject to such terms and 
conditions as may be imposed by the council; and the construction and 
maintenance thereof shall be to the satisfaction of the council and at 
the expense of the applicant. 

(3) If a person to whom permission is granted to construct an
access road, facility or appurtenance, contravenes any of the terms and 
conditions to which the permission is subject or if he fails to maintain 
such road, facility or appurtenance to the satisfaction of the council, 
the council may remove all such installations, and the cost thereof shall 
be recoverable by the council from such person. 

Offences in 277, 
relalion to 

(1) No person shall-
council 

roads. (a) use any drain or ditch which is part of a council road
for any purpose which is not authorised by the council�

( b) operate, drive or move any vehicle on a ·council road
unless such vehicle is so constructed or loaded as to
prevent any of its load from dropping, sifting, leaking
or otherwise escaping therefrom.

(c) operate, drive or move on any council road any vehicle
with any load unless such load and any covering thereon
securely fastened so as to prevent such load or covering ·
from becoming loose, detached, or in any manner a
hazard to other users of the road;

(d) throw or deposit upon any council road any glass,
bottle, nail, tack, wire, can or anything likely to
injure any person, vehicle or animal on the road;

(e) operate, drive or move on any council road any vehicle
having any metal tyre· in contact with the roadway or
having on the periphery of any wheel of the vehicle
any block, · stud, flange, deat or spike or any other
protuberance of any material other than rubber which
projects beyond the tread of tµe traction surface of
the tyre;

(f) erect any temporary or permanent structure on a coun­
cil road without the authority of the council;

Provided that-

(i) the prohibition in paragraph (b) of this subsection
shall not preclude the sprinkling of �ater or ot�er
substance on a council road for cleanmg or main-
tenance purposes;

(ii) the prohibition in paragr�p� (e) of this �ubsection
shall not preclude the dn�mg or !Dovmg on. a
council road of farm machmery havmg tyres with
protuberances not calculated to damage the road.

(2) Any person who contravenes any of t_he provisions of
subsection (l) shall be guilty o� an offence and shall be hable on summary 
conviction to a fine not exceedmg five hundred do1lars. 

(3) Any person who-

(a) fails forthwith to remove any injurious substance
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which he has let fall, or which has fallen from any 
vehicle in his charge, on a council road; 

(b) fails, when removing a wrecked or damaged vehicle
from a council road, also to remove any glass or other
injurious substance which has fallen on the road from
the vehicle,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction 
to a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

(4) Any person who-

(a) burns or ord�s or permits the burning of any earth on a
council road;

(b) cuts down any tree so that it falls upon or obstructs a
council road;

(c) throws any litter, refuse or other material on a council
roa�_;

(d) directs a water course so as to cause damage to a
council road ;

(e) without the permission of the council, removes any
material from a council road or place where road
materials are deposited;

(f) wilfully or negligently causes damage to a council road
or structure pertaining thereto ;

(g) having on a council road blocked or scotched the
wheel of a vehicle, allows the stone or other thing used
therefor to remain on the road after the vehicle has
moved away;

(h) removes or destroys any barrier placed on a council
road without the authority of the council;

(i) wilfully resists, obstructs, hinders or molests, or incites,
procures or assists another to resist, obstruct, hinder
or molest any person acting under the authority of a
council in the discharge of any duty or the performance
of any act lawfully authorised or required to be done in

. relation to council roads;

(j) without lawful authority alters, defaces, injures or
removes any authorised traffic sign or any inscription
thereon erected on any council road or in any way
marks or defaces the surface of any such road, or
attempts to do any of the aforementioned acts;

(k) erects any sign, device or structure in such a manner
that it obscures or conceals an authorised sign or
other traffic device on a council road so as to interfere
with the full and effective use of such sign or other
device;

(1) displays erects or locates any unauthorised sign
signal or other traffic device upon a council road;

(m) erects or maintains on a council road any unauthorised
traffic device for the direction, information, warning,
control or restriction of traffic thereon;

(n) suffers or permits any horse, mare, gelding, colt or
filly, any pony, mule or ass, whether male or female,
any bull, cow, ox, steer, heifer or calf, any ram, ewe,
sheep or lamb or any swine, goat or kid, whether male
or female, owned by him or under his control, to
graze, stray or be tethered on any council road,

�hall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction 
to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars. 



580 n-IE OFFICIAL
�

AZETTE [ExrnAoRmN
T

V! JRo OCTOBER, 1969. 

Remov111 or 278. A councll may cause to be remo
i

d from a counctl road any injurious 
hiugs. structure, device, construction material o anything ca1cu1ated to be 

injurious to users of the road. 

WATER SUPPLfS

City c0uncil 279. (]) The City Council sha11 prov·dc the City with a supply 
to supply of water proper and sufficient for sanitary and domestic purposes, forwater ,u City. extinguishing fires and for private use; and such water shall be supplie<l:: 

from the waterworks of Georgetown vested in the Georgetown Sewerag�: 
and Water Commissioners. 

(2) The Council may do and ex cute all works, matters and
things necessary for and incidenta] to the p rposcs of this section. 

Town C.nmcil 280. (1) The Town Council shall pro 'de the Town with a supply
to suprlY f d ffi · f · d d · 

c wate, to o water proper an su c1cnt or samtary an omeshc purposes, ,or 
Tow�. extinguishing fires and for private use. 

nuty to 
rrovide 
connections. 

(2) The Council may construct, l· down and maintain water­
works and may do and execute a11 works, 1attcrs and things necessary 
for and incidential to the purposes of this section. 

(3) The Council shall provide a d keep in any waterworks
constructed or laid down by it a supply o pure and wholesome water 
and the water so supp]ied shall be constantly aid on at a pressure sufficient 
to convey it to the top storey of the high st dwe1ling house within the 
Town or at such other suitabJc pressure as ay be directed by the council. 

2 81. (l) Every property in the City an every property .in the Town 
shall be connected with the nearest water ain in the streets of the City 
or the Town, as the case may be, by mea of a service pipe on which 
there sha11 be plac,:ed at least one tap. 

(2) The connection shall be for the purpose of effecting a
continuous water supply to every· propert from the water works, and 
shall at aJI times be kept in such a proper condition, either by renewal 
of the service pipe or otherwise, as to secu e that supply efficiently, and 
the supply thereby shall be at a11 times con inuous if it is available from 
the water works. 

(3) If any property is without a onnection, the council shaJl
have power to make the connection. 

( 4) Whenever a connection has b en made but has, at any time
and from any cause whatever become det ctive, the council shall have 
power to put that connection in proper an serviceable condition. 

(5) Whenever there is a failure t have a supply of water 'to
any property by means of a connection, th counci] shaJI have power to 
provide a supply of water to the proper�y. 

(6) The Council shall have the xc1usive .. right to make any
connection, and any renewa] thereof, and a 1 repairs thereto, at any time 
found necessary. 

(7) The cost of making a connec ion, any renewal thereof and
all necessary repairs thereto, shall be a cha ge on the property to which 
the connection, renewal or repairs has or h ve been made, and the prop­
erty shaJJ be liable and leviable therefor. 

(8) The cost of the service pipes and other materials shaJl be
borne by the council up to the boundari s of the properties and the 
further cost therefor for the additional wo rs on the properties shall be 
done at the expense of the owners and be a harge against the properties. 

(9) The Minister may, by order, exempt the City Council or
the Town Council from any of the duties mposcd upon either of them 
by the provisions of sections 2 7 9, 2 80, and . is section. 

Power of 282. (1) A district council may, if auth rised so to do by the Minister,
:����� in provide its district or any part thereof with a supply of water proper and
certain sufficient for i5anitary and domestic purpos s, for extinguishing fires and 
�1:��Y to water. for private use; and m�y i� authorised

k
so to do 

h
by the Mi�ist

b
er,

1k
c�n-. struct, lay down and mamtam waterwor s r pure ase water 111 u · 1(?f. 

distribution within the district or part there f. 

I 
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(2) A district council may do and execute aJI works, matters
and things necessary for or incidental to the purposes authorised tmder 
this section. 

·, . 283. . (1) A �ouncil may make such charges and impose such con--��:rs;
· ditions of service for supply of water as it may fix; and may by resolution r:ites. 

make and levy a water rate upon the assessed value of all properties
supplied with water in its council area.

(2) A council shall cause every resolution to make and levy
a water rate to be published and any such rate shaJI be demanded and be
payable and recoverable and preferent in the same manner as a general
rate.

. (3) A water rate levied by the City Council shalJ be applicable
to the purposes defined in the Georgetown Sewerage and Water Ordinance. Cap .. l.5�. 

284. Without prejudice to the institution of any legal proceedings :?�;t0�;ec· 
for recovery of a water rate, a council may cut off the supply of water .,�rault 

,, from any property in respect of which there has been default in payment 01 payiri'!nt. 

of such rate and ma�e any disconnection necessary for the purpose. 

285. Any person wh.o·- Offences in 
connection 
wi'.h water 

(a) wilfully or negligently breaks, injures or opens any supply. 

lock, cock, pipe, water works or other work constructed
or maintained for the supply of water under this Part;

(b) without lawful authority flushes, draws off, diverts
or takes water from any waterworks or other work
constructed or maintained for the supply of water
under _this Part, or from any water, creek or stream
whereby the waterworks are supplied.;

(c) wilfuly or negligently wastes or causes to be wasted any
water with which he is supplied by a council;

(d) bathes in any stream, reservoir, conduit, aqueduct or
other water works, constructed or maintained for the
supply of water under this Part, or washes, cJeanses,
throws or causes to enter therein a:ny animal, rubbish,
filth, stuff or thing of any kind whatsoever or causes,
or permits, or suffers to run or to be brought therein,
the water of any sink, sewer, drain, engine or boiler,
or other filthy, unwholesome, or improper water, or
does anything whatsoever whereby any water belonging
to a ·council or under its management or control, or
whereby any water contained in any reservoir, con­
duit, aqueduct, or other waterworks constructed or
maintained as aforesaid is fouled,

shall be guity of an offence and shaJJ on summary conviction be liable 
to a fine not exceeding two hundred and fifty dolars and a further fine 
not exceeding fifty dollars for each day on which the offence continues 
after notice served upon him by the council. 

CONTROL OF ANIMALS 

286. A council may prohibit, restrict or regulate the keeping or 1Powcr or
f . . c0uncils move1!1ent o ammals 111 any part of its council area. 1o control 

287. 
pounds. 

keeping of 
animals. 

(1) A council may establish, erect, maintain and control Power of 
councils 
h7 

(2) A council pound shall be under
intendence of the council. 

the control and super- cstabli�ll 
POtmds. 

(3) There shall be for each council pound a pound-keeper and
such deputy or assistant pound-keepers as the council may consider 
necessary for the efficient control of the pound. 

(4) All poundage moneys, fines, penalties, proceeds of sales



•   

582 THE OFFICIAL GAZETT [EXTRAORDINARY} RD OCTOBER, 19691 
Jmpounding 
of stray 
.-inimals 
found on 
pri ·rate pro­
perty. 

Imp•.mnding 
of st-r.ay 
animals 
found in 
public 
places. 

Pounda�e 
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and other sums of money p,yab1e in respect of a ouncil pound shall be paid by the person receiving them to the treasure of the council for the credit of the general rate find.288. · Any animal to whi<,rh this section applies hich strays on privateproperty may be detained and taken by the ow er or occupier of suchproperty, or by any perso:p. authorised in writ ng by such owner oroccupier, to a council pourd, and for so doin he shall receive fromthe pound-keeper such sum by way of reward a may be prescribed byby-law of the council. 289. Any animal to whicn this section applies hich strays on anypublic road, council road, drainage work vested n the council or otherpublic place may be taken by any member of the P lice Force or of a townor rural constabulary, any 1local government o cer or by any personauthorised in writing by the 11erk �f the council to council pound. 290. The pound-keeper spall before de1ivering an impounded animaldemand and receive from thf person claiming the animal-

291. 

(a) poundage !money of an amoun prescribed by by-1awof the council;(b) such sums as may be prescri ed by by-law of thecouncil for feeding the anim I;(c) any sum by way of reward pai by the pound-keeperunder secyon _288.A pound-keeper sh�l-(a) be constant1y on duty to receive animals brought to thecouncil pound at any time and t deliver them betweenthe hours of six o'clock in the C renoon and six o'clockin the afteroon;(b) keep a recprd and description animals received anddelivered and of moneys rece ved and paid, whichrecord shall be in such form d contain such part­iculars as may be required by he council; and suchrecord shall be open to public i spection at al1 reason-able times l(c) procure f()f, furnish and give o each animal in thecouncil pqund sufficient quant y of food, grass andwater dail�;(d) publish once every week a corr ct list and descriptionof animalj in the council po nd;(e) account every month to the trea urer of the council forall money� received and paid.
' (2) Any pound-keeper who contravenes any of the provisionsof this section shall be guilty of an offence and s all on summary con­viction be liable to a fine not fxceeding one hundre dol1ars.292. A pound-keeper who-(a) hi�es out, jets, uses, works or e ploys any impounded ammal;. (b) permits any impounded anima1 o be taken out ·of thecouncil p1und without lawful authority;(c) suffers anylimpounded animal t be ill-used or injured,shall be guilty of an offence and shall on summa y conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars. 293. (1) Any impoundei animal which is no redeemed within one week may be sold.(2) The pound-keeper shall publish a otice of sale upon aboard placed in a conspicuqus position near the council pound of all impounded animals which have not been redee ed within a week of impounding for a period of nl less than seven days before the sale. 
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(3) The sale shall take place between the hours of eleven o'clock
in the forenoon and three o'clock in the afternoon of the day specified in 
the advertisement and notice of sale. 

(4) If a pound-keeper either directly or indirectly purchases
any animal sold out of a council pound, the purchase shall be void and 
the pound-keeper shall be guilty of an offence and shall on summary 
conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

(5) Any impounded animal duly advertised and put up for sale
and not sold may be destroyed by the pound-keeper. 

(6) If any person proves to the satisfaction of the treasurer
of the council, within three months after the sale of an impounded animal, 
that he was the owner thereof, he shall be paid by the treasurer the balance 
of the proceeds of sale. 

294. (I) Any person who with a view to impounding an anirttal- Miscella-
neous 

(a) · unlawfully breaks any fence or enclosure;

(b) takes or drives an animal from private property of
which he is neither the owner nor occupier nor a
person authorised pursuant to section 288 by the owner
or occupier,

shall be guilty of an offence. 

(2) Any person who-

(a) releases or attempts to release an animal- .

(i) taken for the purpose of being impounded whilst
on the way to a council pound;

(ii) from a council pound before it is duly re­
deemed;

(b) damages or destroys a council pound, or any lock or
bolt thereof;

(c) when taking an animal to a council pound rides or in
any way beats or ill-uses such animal;

(d) takes an animal to a council pound other than by the
shortest convenient route;

(e) having detained an animal with a view to impounding
it unnecessarily delays in taking it to the nearest pound,
whether to a council pound or a pound established
under the Pounds Ordinance,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall on summary conviction be liable 
to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars. 

Offences. 

295. Sections 288 and 289 apply to the following animals, namely, Animals 
any horse, mare, gelding, colt or filly, any pony, mule or ass, whether male w

b
hi�h may 

'" If 
e 1111pound-or female, any bull, cow, ox, steer, he11er or ca , any ram, ewe, sheep or ed. 

lamb, and any goat or kid, whether male or female. 

296. No cattle brought by water to the City or the Town shall be Landing of
landed except at the places specified in any by-law relating to those grtle a�
cattle or where the City Council or the Town Council, subject to any T�!n.�
terms or conditions such council thinks fit to impose, specially allows.

BURIAL GROUNDS 

297. A council shall have power, subject to the provisions of section Power or .
64 of the Public Health Ordinance· to establish, maintain and control council to 

' · d · (h · f 11 · 1 " d estanlish burial grounds, cemeteries an crematoria erema ter co ective y re1erre huriai · 
to as "public burial grounds"). grounds 

Cap. !45. 

298. (1) No person shall establish a burial ground, cemetery or Uniav,ful in-
crematorium in any council area without the consent of the council terment. 

thereof, and no person shall, without such consent, bury or inter or cause
to be buried or interred any corpse within the council area save at a public
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Restriction 
upun sub­
division. 

Cap. iS,1 

Ccrtilkale 

clerk. 

Cap. 7 

1 burial ground; and any person who contravenes any of the provisions 
of this section shall be guilty of an offe11ce. 

(2) A council shall have pow�r to e.,dium:: any c0rp5e b:uicd
or interred in contraventio:1 of this section and to rem:we it to a public 
burial ground and to recover the cmt as a debt due to the co�ncil by the 
offender. 

(3) The pow.::rs of a council under subscctio:1 (2) shalt b.? ex­
ercised ,in the case · of the City Council under ·the supervisioa of the 
Medical Officer of Heal.th for the City and. in the ca-;e of the Town Council 
or of a district council under the sup::::rvision of a Ga-.,ernment Medical
Officer. · · · 

(4) [n any proceedings for the recovery of any co.�t incurred
pursuant to subsection (2). the signature of the dcrk sub.;c1�ibed to any 
document containing a statenent of the ami):rnt claim::d shall without 
proof of the signature or of a1w other matter or thing. b::: de::::m�:i prim:1 

. .facie evidence that that amount is payable. 

SUB-DIVfS[ON OF LAND 

299. (1) A council may by by-law prohibit or restrict the sub-divisLn
and reduction in size of parcels of land and the separate occupancy of
po·rtions of plots of land within its council area or any part thereof:

Provided that no such by-law shall be inconsistent with the· provision
of any scheme as defined by section 2 of the Town and CouPltry Planning 
Ordinance in force in any area to which such by-law applies. 

(2) Any transport, sale or other instrument purporting to
sub-divide or reduce in size any parcel of land in contravention of a 
by-law made pursuant to this section shall be void and any agreement 
purporting to provide for the separate occupancy of a portion of any 
·parcel in contravention of such by-law shall likewise be void.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section and section
329 the Minister may permit the subdivision and reduction in size of 
any parcel of land to such extent as he may think fit, and in such a case 
any transport, sale or other instrument effected in respect of such land 
shall be good and proper. 

of 300. (l) No transport shall be passed for any pared of land in a 
council area. except upon production to the Registrar of D;!eds or a 
Judge of a certificate signed by the clerk of the council that the provisions 
of section 299 will not thereby be contra vend. 

(2) Neither the Official Receiver nor the Registrar may sell
any portio11 of a lot less than a whol.e lot unless he is fir:it supplied with 
the certificate of the clerk, which shall be supplied to the Registrar by 
the judgement creditor. 

( 3) Any pcrsr,n (fosiring to sell or to purchase any plot with-
in ,1 council area nny at .;ny time obtain a c1(:rtiti<:ate of ,the. cJerk 
thereof. 

(4) For eacll ccmti.carc reqmred in the terms of this section a
fee of fifty cents shall be paid. 

l 5} A:ny person dissa:11istie<l wjth the refusal of the d�rk to 
issue 'a certificate under this section nn.y apply to a Ju:lg.� in th� manner 
prescribed by rules of court. made under the High Court Ordinance, for 
an order to compel him so to do. 

MCSCELLANEOUS POWERS OF COUNCILS 

Po-.vers of 
City Council 
and Town 
CounciJ. 

301. The City Council and the Town Council shall each have power
to do all or any of the following things-

Council 
building'J. 

Resictcnces for 
Jocnl govern­
ment officers. 

( I) to acquire, hire, erect, furnish, maintam .:md keep in repair
such offices and buildings as may be required for the
purpose of transacting the business of the council and for
public meetings and assemblies;

(2) to acquire. hire, erect, furnish and maintain houses and
other buildings as residences for local government officers
in its service and to charge reasonable rents or fees for the
tenancy or other occupation thereof;



3RD OCTOBER, 1969 THE OFFICIAL GAZETI'E [EXTRAORDINARY] 585 

(3) Subject to the provisions of the Poor Relief Ordinance to Cap. 62 
establish, maintain and control either by themselves or House� for 

jointly with any other authority, houses for necessitous �:�:<:���us 

persons,

(4) ·to establish, erect, equip ,maintain and carry on hostels Hi•st�ts. 

for accomodating and caring for young and aged persons;

(5) 

(6) 

to �s�ablish,. equi�, maintain an� control eit_he!· by its�lf ���li::.�s 
or JOmtly with any other authonty or assoc1at1on, social · · 
and community development centres for the inhabitants of
the City orthe Town and to make grants of money to-
wards the establishment, equipment and maintanence of
such centres in the City or the Town and to any organisa-
tion or accociation established for the advancement of
religion, education and social welfare;

to establish, erect, maintain and carry on or assist institu- !n�titutions for· 
tions, day nurseries aor clinics for the care and welfare of int ants. 

infants, and to make provision for suitable instruction
being imparted to expectant mothers and to the mothers of
infants;

(7) (a) to establish, maintain and control recreation and sports Recreation 

d ( · J d · · · J · h 
grounds 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(b) 

groun s me u mg sw1mmmg poo s), t eatres and 
promenade gardens, in parks, open spaces and on 
any other land vested in the council; 

to establish, maintain and control in connection with 
recreation and sports grounds and theatres such 
buildings or conveniences of any nature and for such 
purposes as the council may consider to be necessary 
or convenient; 

(c) to set aside any portion of any recreation or sports
ground for the purpose of any particular game or
recreation; and to exclude the public from the portion
so set apart;

(d) to establish, maintain and control refreshment moms,
cafes and restaurants in or adjacent to recreation or
sports ground or theatre;

(e) to let any recreation or sports ground or theatre
or building or apparatus established or provided
in connection therewith to any person or cluh or other
body of persons;

to establish erect maintain and carry on communal feeding C..:imi:mn�ll ' ' fccdin·• centres; ,·cntrc:. 

to establish and maintain camping grounds; 

to establish, erect, maintain and carry on 
centres and inquiry bureaux; 

('amping 
grn11nd ;. 

information Inf,)rmation 
centres. 

(l l) to establish and maintain fire brigades and ambulances; !!1J a��1;.��k 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) 

ances. 

to make grants of money to necessitous persons and to Relief_ of 
I 

. . · . 
f' bl" J d r I · nccessttious aut 10nt1es or associat10ns o persons esta 1s 1e 1or t 1eir per;;c,ns. 

relief; 

subject to the provisions of the Education Ordinance and �du_cat(onsl 
I P bl. H ] h O d" "bl" j . instttu11ons t 1e u . 1c . ea t r mance to esta 1s 1, erect, equip, Cap. i,, 1 

maintain and manage schools.and educational institutions, Cap. 145 
libraries, museums, art gaUeries and botanical and zoological 
gardens and to make grants of money towards their 
establishment and maintenance, and in the case of the City 
Council to the Public Free Library; 

to grant scholarships to any school or educational in- Scholarships 
stitution within the City or the Town to make grants of (���s:,ries. 
money to any scholarship fund established by any other 
authority or association, and to provide bursaries to assist 
persons resident in the City or the T9wn in educating and 
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Agricultnr.e, 
arts and 
crafts. 

Education. 

Ban,Js. 

Adornment 
of public 
places. 

Cap. 1&1 

Trees and 
flowe1s in 
public places 

Over-
hanging 
trees 

Dangerous 
buildings. 

Style of 
buildings 

Marking of 
boundaries. 

Control of 
puhlic places 

Trespass i-n 
alleyways. 

Hackney 
carriages. 

Re�ulalio11 od 
craft. 

Grazing of 
animals ant 
cutting of 
wood. 

Grants to 
;i,ss,,ciatioos of· 
local author­
ities. 

Publicity. 

(15) 

(16) 

(17) 

maintaining their children at a y school within or without 
the City or the Town; 

to promote within the City or t e Town the encouragement 
and improvement of agricult re (which expression shall_ 
include all forms of animal usbandry, poultry farming 
and crop raising) arts, crafts a d handicrafts, and to make 
grants of money therefor; 

generally to make provision fo and to promote the educa­
tion of all, or any category of ersons, resident within the 
City or the Town; 

to establish, maintain, contro and contribute to bands 
for musical performances in ublic places and at public 
functions and generally to pr vide musical entertainment 
in such places and at such func ions; 

(18) subject to the provisions of the- own and Country Planning
Ordinance, to lay out and dorn any public place by
architectural scheme or or amentation including the
erection of statues, fountains a d other structures;

( 19) to plant, tdm, preserve or rem v� trees, flowers and shrubs
in any public place;

(20) 

(21) 

(22) 

to require the owner of any ree overhanging any public
road, council road in the Cit or the Town or drainage
work in the council drainage a ea in such a manner as may
cause injury to the road or d inage work, or as may en­
danger the safety of the inh itants, or overhanging the
boundary between two lots, to ause the tree to be cut dow11
or pruned, or anything danger us to be removed therefrom
in the manner and within the ime directed by the council
by notice in writing under the and of its Town Clerk served
upon the owner; and if the o ner fails to comply with the
notice to authorise by writing under the hand of its Town
Clerk any person to enter u on the land where the tree
is growing and cause it to be ut down or pruned, or any­
thing dangerous to be remov d therefrom, in accordance
with the notice, and the cost of so doing shall be recoverable
from the owner;

to safeguard, demolish and emove dangerous buildings
and to remove obstructions fr m public roads and council
roads;

to regulate the number, dime sions and general character
and style of buildings to be er cted in different portions of
the City or the Town, and an other matter connected with
the erection of buildings;

(23) to require and regulate the m rking of boundaries and the
fencing of lots and to require pen spaces to be left on lots;

(24) to control public places;

(25) to prohibit trespass in alley ys and the encumbering of
public and council roads and the parapets thereof and of
pavements;

(26) to supervise, control and re ulate hackney carriages and
carts plying for hire and the drivers thereof;

(27) to charge tolls for bateaux, unts and other craft passing
through any trenches, aque ucts or kokers under the
control of the council an for vehicles, agricultural
machinery and animals usin the roads and dams within
the boundaries of its council a ea and to prohibit or regulate
and control fishing and the oring of bateaux, punts and
other craft in any of the tre ches or aqueducts under the
control of the council;

(28) to regulate the grazing of ani als and ·cutting of wood on
land vested in the council and o fix fees to be paid therefor;

(29) to make grants of money to a y association of local author­
ities;

(30) to advertise and give public"ty to the attractions of the
municipality;
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(31_) Subject to the provisions of the Public Health Ordinance- Pub!ic He:.:Jtl" 
services 
Cap. 1-15 

(a) to establish, maintain and carry out sanitary services Sanitary 

for the removal and destruction of, or otherwise dealing

(b) 

with. all kinds of refuse and effluent;

to establish, erect, maintain and control public 1Pi:hlic 
lavatories, closets and urinals and employ attendants lavatories. 

thereof;
(c) to establish, maintain and control public baths and W:ish-

h h 
houses. was - ouses;

(d) to e:,tablish, erect, maintain, let, control and manage .\·1:ukcts. 
markets and market buildings, shops, stalls and stands
and to control the occupation thereof;

{e) to establish, erect, n�aintain and control slaughter- �,tJu1,;i1tcr-
houses and abattoirs; !lousL·s. 

(f) 

(g)_ 

to establish, maintain an<l control, either by itself or Dbp�ns.arics 
jointly with any other authority or association and health 
hospitals, dispensaries and health centres; and to mak� �·�nircs. 

grants of money towards the establishment and main-
tenance of hospitals, dispensaries and health centres 
and to any voluntary association or institution for the 
promotion of public health and welfare; 

to regulate the mode and place in which any trade or lii:gut:ition of 
manufacture may be carried on within the City or trad�� .,mt_ 
h T d · b h d' · d I · erection of t e own an to prescn e t e con 1t10ns un er w nch machi

t
,ery 

machinery may, with the consent of the council, be 
erected in the City or the Town. 

(32) subject to the provisions of the Public Health Ordinance, Housing 
the Town and Country Planning Ordinance and of the Cap. ,45 

Housing Ordinance, Car,. 11;,1 

Cap. 18:! 

(a) to lay out building plots or otherwise subdivide any
land vested in the council for the purpose of housing
schemes for the inhabitants of the City or the Town; 

(b) to erect and maintain dwelling-houses with their
appurtenant outbuildings on such plots or subdivisions
of land;

(c) to convert buildings into dwelJing houses and to
alter, enlarge, repair and improve the same;

.(d) to let any dwelling-house erected or provided by 
it and to charge reasonable rents or fees for the tenancy 
or occupation thereof; 

(e) to sell any dwelling-house erected or provided by it to a
person undertaking to reside therein and to recover 
the purchase-price thereof by instalments;

{f) to sell, let or otherwise dispose of any plot or sub­
division ofland to any person for the purpose and under 
the condition that that person will erect and maintain 
thereon a dwelling-house for his own occupation; 

(g) to sell, let or otherwise dispose of land to any person
for the purpose and. under the condition that that
person will erect and maintain thereon such number
of houses as may be determined by the Central Housing
and Planning Authority in accordance with plans 
approved by that authority;

,'(33) subject to the provisions of any law relating to electricity s1rcc1 light­
and electric lighting, to light streets and other public places ing. 

,(34) 

and maintain lamps for that putpose; 

to establish, maintain and control such industrial enter- 1n,tus1ri.a1 
prises ai:id tr.ading. services for which 1�0 specific pr�w_ision �:��{g;ises and · 
is made 111 this section as may be authonsed by the Mmtster; �ervkes. 



I 

5.88 THE OFFICIAL GAZETI'E [Ex.TRA RDINARY] 3RD OCTOBER,. 1969 

Fees, charges 
· and licenc.es.

Ex,pen11it11re 

Powers of 
district 
councils. 

(35) to prescribe fees and ch rges and to issue licences or permits
(which may be subjec to conditions) in respect of the
�oing of anything whic the council is entitled to· establish,
maintain, control or car ·y on and to remit any such fees or
charges and to vary or evoke any such licence or permit;

(36) to incur all expenditur necessary for the performance of
its functions (whether unctions arising from this section
or otherwise) and for he doing of all things incidental
thereto;

(37) to establish, erect an maintain stellings and Janding
places and to control, regulate and charge tolls for the
use thereof.

302. A district council1 shall hav power to do such of the things
set forth in section 301 as it may be a thorised by the constitution order
of its district to do; and references i section 30 l to the City Council
and the Town Council shall be con rued as references to the district
council, references to the City and th Town as references to the district
and references to the Town Clerk a references to the chief executive
officer.

PART X -

Power to make 303. (1) A council may make by- aws for the good rule and govern­
hy-laws. ment of the whole or any part of the ouncil area and without prejudice 

to the generality of the foregoing may 1ake by-Jaws for the whole or any 
part of the area in respect of all or a1 of the folJowing·,;mrposes-

Procedure 

(a) for regulating any f the things which the council is
empowered to do, establish, maintain, carry on,
control. manage or regulate and for prescribing fees
and charges and Ii nces and permits, (including the
conditions thereof) n respect of any such things;

(b} for protecting from amage or inteferencc any council 
road. works or pr · erty of the counci1 situated or 
being in, under or over any public place or other 
place within the cou cil area. 

(2) By-laws may impose or persons offending against .them
pcnalities of fines, not excededing 01 hundred dollars or of imprison­
ment for a term of not more than t ree months for any offence, and 
in the case of a continuing offence a urther fine not exceeding twenty­
five do11ars for each day during which the offence continues after notice 
thereof has been served by the coun il on the offender and any by-Jaw 
may provide that, in addition to any s h penalty, any expenses incurred 
by the council in consequence of a br ach of any such by-law, or in the 
execution of any· work directed by any such by-law to be executed by 
any person and not executed by him s all be paid by the person com­
mitting such breach or failing to exccu e such work. 

(3) By-Jaws may authorise ny member of the Police Force
or any local government officer in the s rvice of the council to enter and 
inspect at all reasonable times any pr mises or pJace for the purposes 
of such by-Jaws. 

304. (I) By-Jaws made by a Cou cil shaJI be under the common
seal of the council and sha11 be su bmitt d to the Minister for approval.

(2) At least fourteen days b fore application for approval of
the by-laws is made, notice of the int ntion to apply for confirmation 
sha11 be published. 

(3) For at least fourteen day before application for approval
is made, a copy of the by-laws shall e deposited at the offices of the 
council, and shall at all reasonable ho rs be open to public inspection 
without payment. 

(4) The council shall, on ap lication, furnish to any person
a copy of the by-laws, or of any part t ereof, on payment of such sum, 
not exceeding one dollar for each cop , as the council may determine. 

, I 
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(5) All by-laws Sttbmitted to the Minister for approval shall
be accompanied by-

(a) a copy of the minutes or other record of the meeting of the
council at which they were adopted;

(b) a certificate by the clerk that the provisions of subsections
(2), (3) and (4) have been complied with;

(c) copies of any objection to the adoption of the by-Jaws
which has been lodged in writing with the clerk or if no
such objection has been lodged, a certificate by the clerk to
that effect.

. , (6) The Minister may approve, with or without amendment,
or reject any by-Jaw submitted to him. 

(7) No by-law shall have the force of law until it has been
ap�roved, with or without amendment thereo.f, by the Minister. 

(8) A copy,. of by-laws which have been approved shall be
deposited at the office of the clerk of the council and shall at all reasonable 
hours be open to public inspection without payment and a copy thereof 
shall be furnished to any person applying therefor on payment of such 
sum� not exceeding one dollar, as the council shall determine. 

305.' 

PART Xl MISCELLANEOUS 

(1) If the Minister is satisfied that -
(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

a council has exceeded or abused its powers or has Default 

made default in the performance of any duty imposed powers

upon it; 

the council has failed to achieve or maintain a reason­
able standard of efficiency and progress in the discharge 
of its functions; 

the expenditure of the council has generally or on any 
particular head of expenditure been excessive or un-
reasonab]e, having regard to its financial resources 
and other relevant circumstances of the council area; or 

(d) the council has failed to observe any financial in­
structions,

h� ·may by order, declare the council to be in defau1t and either-

( i) direct the council to perform any of its functions
in a manner and within a time specified in the
order, or

(ii) transfer to such person or persons as he may
deem fit such of the functions of the council as
may be specified in the order, and such person or
persons shall exercise and perform all powers and
duties of the counci-;. in relation to the functions
transferred, or

(iii) dissolve the council, or suspend the council for
such time as he may think fit from the perform­
anec of such of its functions as may be specified.

(2) The Minister may by a subsequent order, vary any directions
contained in an order made under subsection (1). 

(3) Where the Minister dissolves a council or suspends the
council from the performance of any of its functions under this section 
he may by order transfer to such person or persons as he may deem fit 
such of the functions of the council as may be specified in the Order, 
and such person or persons shall exercise and perform all powers and 
·duties of the council iri relation to the functions transferred.

. (4) Where any function of a council is transferred to any 
petsbn or persons under the provisions of subsections {l ) and (3) the 
expenses·,. incurred in connection with any inquiry or the ·�xercise by 
such person or persons in discharging that function, shall be: ·a debt due 

; 
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R<!gtrlationt 

from the council to the Go, ernment and be charged upon the assets. of the council. 
(5) Where the Minister dissolves a council under this section,he shall, when he deems fit, by order appoint-

( a) a day for the election of the councillors and prescribe·the term of office of the councillors so elected;
(b) a day for the election of the Mayor and Deputy Mayoror of the chairman and vice-chairman, as the casemay require, and prescribe their terms of office.

306. (1) The Minister may make regulations for giving effect to theprovisions of this Act and anything which is to be prescribed in pursuanceof this Act shall, unless the context otherwise requires, be prescribed bysuch regulations.
(2) The power to make regulations under this Act shall bedeemed to include a power to alter, vary or amend the provisions of the schedules. 
(3) All regulations under this Act shall be laid before theNational Assembly within fourteen days next after they are made and if the National Assembly, within the period of thirty days beginning with the day on which the regulations are laid before it resolves that the re­gulations or any part of them be anqulled, they shall. thereby be annulled to the extent set forth in the resolutio , and the regulations or part thereof so annulled shall thenceforth becm void and of no effect but without prejudice to validity of anything pr viously done under the regulations. or any part thereof, or to the maki g of new. regulations. 
(4) In reckoning for the p rposes of subsection (3) any periodof days, no account shall be taken f any time during which Parliament is dissolved or prorogued or duri g which the National Assembly is. adjourned for more than seven days 

Local inquiry 307. The Minister may at any ti e order that a local inquiry be held into any matter and such ·inquiry s all be held in accordance with the· 
Schedule 8 ... provisions of Schedule 8. 
Affirmation 

Jlxcrnption 
from stamp 
du,ty. 

rP'ubli.cation 
of notices. 

Service of 
<loC1.Lmenl,;; 

308. When any oath is require to be taken by or under this Act,every person permitted by law to ma ea solemn affirmation or declarationmay, instead of taking an oath, ma e a solemn declaration in the formof such oath, substituting the words �·solemnly, sincerely and truly declare·and affirm" for the word "swear" nd omitting the words "So help meGod".
309. Notwithstanding the provis ons of any other law all declarations.under this Act or regulations thereun er sh_�ll be exempt from stamp duty.

310. Except as otherwise prov·ded, where any notice is requiredto be published under this Act or an by-laws made thereunder, the noticeshall be published by affixing it to t e offices of the counci', and it mayalso be published in such other man er, if any, as is, in the opinion of the · council, expedient to give publicit thereto. 
311. (1) Any notice or other document, required or authorisedto be given to or served on any per on under the provisions of this Actor any by -laws made thereunder, m y be given or served either-

(a) by delivering it t the person; or
(b) by leaving it at tl e usual or last known residence of·that person, or in the case of a company, at its re­gistered office or by delivering it or forwarding it byregistered post adlressed. to that person at his office; or 
(c) by forwarding it y registered post addressed to thatperson at his usu I or last known residence, or in the · case of a company, at its registered office; or 
(d) by delivering it � some person at the premises towhich it relates or,if there is no person on the premises.
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to whom it can be so delivered, then by affixing it to 
some conspicuous part of the premises; or 

(e) without prejudice to the foregoing provisions of this
subsection, where the property to which the notice
or other document is to be sent is a place of business
of the person to or on whom it is to be given or served,
by leaving it or forwarding it by registered post ad­
dressed to that person at the said place of business.

(2) An notice or other document required or authorised to be
given to or serve on any council, shall be duly given or served if delivered 
at, or sent by re istered post to, the office· of the council addressed to 
its clerk. 

312. Any pers

(a) 

n who destroys, tampers or otherwise interferes with,_ dPen
tr
alty_ fot 

. es oymg 

any board on or to which any notice or other matter 
is posted by a council or by any person· in pursuance 
of powers under this Act; 

(b) any advertisement, placard, bill or notice posted up
on such board,

shall be liable on ummary conviction to a fine not exceeding one hundred 
dollars. 

tU>tices. 

313. (1) Sav as otherwise expressly provided, all offences against Prosecutiof!s 
this Act shall be rosecuted under the Summary Jurisdiction Ordinances. and peoalties. 

(2) A rson guilty of an offence against this Act for which no
special penalty i provided, sha11 be liable on .conviction to a fine not 
exceeding five h ndred dollars or to imprisonment for a term not ex­
ceeding six mont s. 

3I4. (I) A ouncil may authorise any of the local government Appearance of 

officers in its serv ce either generally or in respect of any particular matter f0wt1 �d· . 
to institute or de end, on its behalf, any legal proceedings or to appear i�;�. P 
therein on its be If. 

(2) Pro eedings under this section shall be instituted in the
name of the cou cil. 

315. In any roceedings instituted by or against a council, it shall Name. of 
h f I . Counctl need not be necessary o prove t e corporate name o t 1e council or the con- not be proved. 

stitution or Jimit of its council area.

316. Before
notice thereof sh
to the institution
unless commence
of action arose.

ny. civil proceedings are instituted against a council, Noti�e of pre>-

1 be given to the council not less than thirty days prior ceedmgs. 

f proceedings and no such proceedings shall be brought 
within six months next after the day on which the cause 

317. No mat er or thing done and no contract entered into by a 7rotectiou 
council or other erson whomsoever acting under the direction of such 11��Jurr:rsona1 

council and no atter or thing done by any member of such council
or by any local overnment officer in the service of such council, shall,
if the matter or t ing were done or the contract were entered into bona

fide for the purp se of performing'the functions of such council or of such
member or of sue local government officer, subject them or any of them
personally to any action, liability, claim or demand.whatsoever; and any
expense incurred y any such council, mem her, local government officer
or other person s acting shall be borne and repaid by the council:

Provided tha nothing in this section shall exempt any member of any 
such council or ny such local government officer from liability to be 
surcharged with he amount of any payment which may be disallowed 
by the auditor in he accounts of such council and which such member or 
such local govern ent officer authorised or joined in authorising. 

318. Whenev r a council purchases or sells any immovable property, Execution of
h h b d . h b h .1 l transports by t e transport s a e passe ett er to or y t e counc1, as t 1e case may cou�n. 

be, and the clerk f the council shall execute the transport by signing his
name and official escription and affixing the common seal of the council
thereon.

·  
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319. · All undivided lands in every council area, except private lands 
held in joint ownership or ownership in common, shall be under the con­
trol and management of the council. 

320. (I) A council may let to any person by monthly or yearly
tenancy or for a term of years, and at such rent as may be determined by
the council any undivided lands, not being dams, under the control and
management of the council.

(2) Where the letting is for a term of years it shall not be
enforceable against the council unless the agreement to let is in writing 
and unless it is signed by the clerk and there is affixed t�ereon the common 
seal of the council. 

(3) A1l persons o�cupying any undivided lands for the time
.... being under the control and management of the council shall pay to the 

· ····'· treasurer thereof the rent determined by the council.

(4) All arrears of rent may be recovered-

(a) by an action against the person liable for the payment
thereof;

(b) by warrant of distress in the same manner as is pro­
vided in this Act in respect of arrears of a general rate.

(5) The clerk of the council may, subject to an appeal to the
Minister, enter upon and take possession of all lands in respect of which 
two months rent or more is due and payable, and take possession of and 
dispose to the best advantage all crops, provisions and other things there 
growing or being on the lands; and any surplus after such disposal shall 
be handed over to the dispossessed tenant or occupier. 

PART XII 

REPEAL, SAVINGS AND TRANSITlONAL PROVISIONS 

Repeat of 321. (l) Upon the coming into force of section 3 the Georgetown
�!�. 11l�i and Town Council Ordinance shall be repealed and on the coming into force 
savings of section 25 the New Amsterdam Town Council Ordinance shall be 

c�. ,152 
Cap. 1611 

repealed. 

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal of the Ordinances specified
in subsection (1), all things done thereunder shall, unless the contrary 
intention appears, continue to have effect as if done under the Act and 
without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing-

(a) all regulations, rules, by-laws and orders made there­
under shall continue to have effect in relation to the area
to which they applied immediately before the repeal
of the appropriate Ordinance until amended or revoked
under this Act; · ·) 

(b) all persons who immediately before the repeal of the
appropriate Ordinance held any office in the service
of the City Council or of the Town Council shall be
deemed to have been appointed under this Act to
local government offices constituted under this Act
the functions of which substantially correspond to
those of the office to which they were respectively
appointed under the Georgetown Town Council
Orcdinance and the New Amsterdam Town Council
Ordinance.

(3) All property, rights, interests, liabilities, obligations and
engagements whatsoever vested in or subsisting for the municipal council 
in and for the City of Georgetown or in the municipal council in and for 
the Town of New Amsterdam immediately prior to the commencement 
of this Act, all actions, suits and legal proceedings then pending by or 
against either council and all town taxes, rates, fees, charges and debts 
of whatsoever description then due or payable to either municipal council 
shall continue to be vested in, subsist for or against or be payable to or 
recoverable by the City Council, or the Town Council, as the case may 
be, notwithstanding any change in the constitution or name thereof. 
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322. Upon the coming into force of section 3 (which provides for Diss�lution of 

the continuation of the City Council) or section 25 (which provides for :!�tl��nd 

the continuation of the Town Council) or upon the establishment of a rransre
1

r of
t • . proper y e c. 

district by constitution order-
( a) any village, country or rural district within the City

or the Town or the local government district so es­
tablished, as the case may be, shall cease to exist and
every village council and every country authority
within the City, Town or local government district
shall be dissolved and the provisions of the Local
Government Ordinance shall cease to have effect in Cap. 1-so
relation to the area included in the City, the Town
or the local government district:

Provided that all things done by any village council or contry 
authority dissolved by virtue of this section or by the rural authority 
of any rural district ceasing to exist by virtue of this section shall continue 
to have effect as if done under this Act by the City Council, the Town 
Council or the district council, as the case may be, having jurisdiction 
over the area in which was situated such village, country or rural district; 
and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing all by-laws, 
regulations, rules a'nd orders made under the Local Government Ordinance Cap. 1-so 
shall continue to have. effect in relation to the area to which they applied 
immediately before th'e coming into force of section 3 or section 25 or 
the establishment of the district as the case may be, until revoked or 
amended under this Act; 

323. 

( b) all properties records, rights, interests, liabilities,
obligations and engagements whatsoever vested in
or subsisting for the dissolved village council or
country authority, all actions, suits and legal proceed­
ings pending by or against such dissolved council or
authority and all rates, fees, charges or debts of what­
soever description due or payable to such dissolved
council or authority shall be transferred to and vest
in, subsist for or against or be.payable to or recoverable
by the City Council, the Town Council or the district
council having jurisdiction over the area in which was
situated such village or conntry district.

Notwithstanding any provision of this Act - Tran�ili,onal 
prnvisions . · 
relating to 

(a) the number of councillors for the City Council and Ci1 iouncil
Town Council shall, until the commencement of the rouncir

w

.n . 
terms of office of the first councillors elected therefor
under the Local Authorities (Elections) Act, 1969, No.· of ·t9ff>

continue to be the number provided by law immedi-
ately before the coming into force of section 3 or section
25 as the case may be and the councillors then in office
shall, notwithstanding the repeal of the Ordinance
set out in subsection ( l )  of section 321, subject to the
occurrence of any vacancy under section 40 ( other
than by virtue of paragraph (e) thereof) remain in
office (without taking a further oath of office under
section 42) until the commencement of the terms of
office of the coun:illors so elected, when. they shall
retire together and be succeeded by the newly elected
councillors;

(b) the Minister shall by order appoint days for the
election of and the commencement of the terms of
office of the first City Councillors and the first Town
Councillors elected under the Local Authorities
(Elections) Act, 1969, and the councillors so elected No. o! HJ69 
shall, subject to the occurrence of any vacancy under
section 40, remain in office until the 31st day of De-
cember, 1972 when they shall retire together and be 
succeeded by the newly elected councillors;

( c) the M ayot and the Deputy Mayor in office at the
commencement of this Act shall notwithstanding the
repeal of the Ordinances set out in subsection (I) of
section 32 l , subject to the occurrence of any vacancy
under subsection (a), (b) or {c) of section 16, remain
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in office without taking a further oath of office under 
section 18 until the day appointed by the Minister 
under paragraph (b) of this section for the commence­
ment of the terms of office of the first councillors 
elected under the Local Authorities (Elections) Act, 
1969; 

(d) the Minister shall by order appoint a day for the elec­
tion of the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor, who shaJI
succeed the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor in office
on the coming into force of section 3 or section 25 as
the case may be and such day sha11 be a day after the
declaration under section JOI of the Local Authorities
( Elections) Act, I 969, of thr. results of the first elections
of the City Councillors and the Town Councillors
held under this Act and prior to the day appointed
under par;.Jgraph (b) of this section for tltc commence­
ment r:f i:he first term of office of the counc)llors so
elected; and the persons then ckcted to be Mayor and
Deputy Mayor shall, subject to the occurrrencc of
any vacancy under section l6 of this Act. remain 111 

ollicc until the 31st day of December, 1970.

Transitional 324. Notwithstanding any provision of the Act or of a constitution · provisions for 
district order, the Minister may by order -
councils. 

(a) appoint any day to be the day for the election of the
first councillors of a newly constituted district council
and prescribe the term of office of the councillors so
elected;

(b) appoint any day for the election of the first chairman
and vice-chairman and prescribe their terms of office;

(c) prescribe the peri.od of the first financial year of the
council;

( d) prescribe any day for the submission to him of the
first estimates of the council.

Exercise of 325. The functions of a district council shall, until the commencement 
11?0c!ions of of the term of office of the first councillors thereof, be exercised by such
d1stnct . . . 
council pend- person or persons as the Muuster may by order appomt. 
ing elections 

Tl'an?i!ionaI 326. (1) Notwithstanding the prov1S1ons of section 204, where no 
raw;t: 

re- valuation list has been prepared for a rating area, or part thereof. the
rating and the general or supplementary rate for that area, or part thereof, as the case 
��1�

1 

s��r:
0

-may be, shall be a uniform percentage on the value of property in the
•Commission appraisement in force immediately prior to the commencement of this

Act or if no appraisement is in force in the Town or in any district, in 
an appraisement made pursuant to subsection (2) .·Of subsection (3), as 
the case may be; and any reference in Part VI to the expression "valuation 
list" shall, in such case, be construed as including a reference to such 
appraisement. 

'Cap. 161 

Cap. 150 

(2) The Town Council shall have power to order an appraisc­
ment of all properties in any part of the Town in which no appraisement 
is in force at the coming into operation of section 25; and the provisions 
of Part XV of the New Amsterdam Town Council Ordinance shall, 
notwithstanding their repeal by section 32 l of this Act, apply to any 
such appraisement. 

(3) A district council shall have power to order an appraise­
ment of the several lots and buildings in any part of its district in which 
no appraiserpent is in force at the establishment of the district; and the 
provisions of Part VI of the Local Government Ordinance shall, not­
withstanding any provision of section 322 of this Act (which provides 
that upon the establishment of a district the provisions of the Local 
Government Ordinance shall cease to have effect in any area included 
in a district), apply mutatis mutandis to any such appraisernent: 

Provided that in the application as aforesaid of the provisions of 
Part Vl of the Local Government Ordinance-
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(a) subsection (6) of section · 10 l of that Ordinance shall
have effect as though there was substituted for the
words "The decision of the Co1.1rt shall be finar'
the words-

.. An appeal shall lie from the decision of the court
to the High Court and therefrom an appeal shall lie
on any question of law to the Court of Appeal",

(b) the expression "the court" in subsections (7) and (8)
of Section 101 of that Ordinance shall be construed,
where the case so requires, as a reference to the High
Court or to the Court of Appeal.

(4) Until the coming into operation of section 95 the powers
conferred on the Commission under the provisions of section l J 6 shall 
be exercised by the Minister. 

(5) Until the coming into operation of section 95 the powers
conferred on the Commission under section 119 and the power to make 
rules under the provisions of section I 12 for the purposes of section I J 9 
shall be exercised by the Minister. 

(6) Until the coming into operation of section 95 the powers
conferred on the Commission under the provisions of section 123 shaH 
be exercised by the Minister. 

327. (]) The pound appointed by the municipal council in and for Existing
the City of Georgetown under section 187 of the Georgetown Town �unds. 

Council Ordinance shall be deemed to have been established as a council ap 152
pound by the City Council under section 287 of this Act and poundage
moneys and sums. payable for feeding impounded animals and by way
of reward pursuant to that Ordinance immediately before its repeal by
section 321 of this Act shall be deemed to have been prescribed by by-
laws of the City Council under sections 288 and 290 o� this Act.

(2) The pound appointed by the Municipal Council in and for
the Town of New Amsterdam under section 171 of the New Amsterdam Cap. 161 

Town Council Ordinance shaI1 be deemed to have been established as a 
council pound by the Town Council under section 287 of this Act and 
poundage moneys and sums payable for feeding impounded animals and 
by way of reward pursuant to that Ordinance immediately before its 
repeal by section 321 of this Act shall be deemed to have been prescribed 
by by-Jaws of the Town Council under sections 288 and 290 of this Act. 

(3) The pound of the Vergenoegen Village Council sha11 on
the dissolution of that Council pursuant to section 322 be deemed to 
have been established as a council pound by the council to which is 
transferred under that section the property of Vergenoegen Village 
Council. 
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328. (l) The burial ground at Le Repentir and the Bourda cemetery Bxisting burial
shaI1 be deemed to have been established by the City Council under section grounds 
297 and to be pubJic burial grounds under this Act.

(2) The provisions of sections 167 and 168 of the Georgetown Cap 1 s2 
Town Council Ordinance (which relate to the Bourda cemetery) shall, 
notwithstanding their repeal by section 321 continue to have effect as 
though they were prescribed by by-laws of the City Council under this 
Act. 

(3) The public buriaJ ground estabJi.shed in Stanley Town
sha1l be deemed to have been established by the Town Council under 
section 297 and to be a public burial ground under this Act. 

(4) The provisions of sections 190 to 193 of the New.Amsterdam Cai,. 161 

Town Council Ordinance and of the seventh schedule thereto shall, 
notwithstanding their repeal by section 321 of this Act, continue to have 
effect as though they were prescribed by by-Jaws of the Town Council 
under this Act. 

329. (1) The provisions of sections 127 to 131 of the Georgetown Exis�n�
Town Council Ordinance (which relate to sub-division of lots in the City) �,�s���,:_9
shall, notwithstanding their repeal by section 321 of this Act, continue �livision of
to have effect in relation to the area of the City to which they applied �-�p. ·1!'-2. 

 



l !, 

, I 

596 1HE OFFICIAL GAZETfE [EXTRAOJU>INARY) 3RD OCTOBER, 1969 

Cap. �so 

immediately before the coming into force of section 3 of this Act as. 
though they were contained in by-laws of the City Council made under 
section 303 of this Act. 

(2) The provisions of section 122 of the Local Government
Ordinance (which relate to sub-division of lots in village and country 
districts under that Ordinance) shall, notwithstanding the dissolution, 
under section 322 of this Act, of any village council or country authority, 
continue to have effect as though they were contained in by-laws of the· 
council to which is transferred under that section the property of such 
village council or country authority. 

P:sions f
of

<li 
330. Where a village council or country authority is dissolved 

�01:'J5 t�cat s- pursuant to section 322, all pensions, gratuities, premiums and like 
authorities. allowances payable by such dissolved. council or authority (including 

Payments to 
the Local 
Authorities 
Guarantee 
Fund !No. 
of 195'6 

benefits payable on abolition of office) shall be paid by the council to 
which under that section is transferred the property of the dissolved 
council or authority. 

331. Where a village council or country authority is dissolved·
pursuant to section 322, a sum equal to payments made to the Local

56 
Authorities Guarantee Fund under the Local Government (Local Author­
ities Guarantee Fund) Ordinance, 1956 by such dissolved village council
or country authority shall be paid to the council to which under that
section is transferred the property of the dissolved council or authority;
and contribution to that fund made by officers in the service of the
dissolved council or authority shall be refunded to them.

Consequential 332
amendments 

(I) Wherever in any law-
and repeats 

Schedule 9 

Removal of 
lclifliculties 

( a) reference is made to Georgetown or to the City or
Town of Georgetown such reference shall be con­
strued as a reference to the City;

(b) reference is made to the town council of Georgetown
such reference shall be construed as a reference to the
City Council;

(c) reference is made to the "Mayor and Town Council
of Georgetown" such reference shall be construed as a
reference to the "Mayor and Councillors of the City
of Georgetown";

(d) reference is made to New Amsterdam or the Town
of New Amsterdam, such reference shall be construed
as a reference to the Town;

., 

(e) reference is made to the town council of New Amster­
dam such reference shall be construed as a reference to
the Town Council;

(2) The Ordinances specified in Schedule 9 are hereby repealed
or amended to the extent specified therein .. 

333. (1) If at any time any difficulty arises in connection with the
application of this Act or in bringing into operation any of the provisions,
the Minister. may by order make any provision that appears to him
necessary or expedient for removing the difficulty.

(2) Any such order may modify the provisions of this Act in
respect of any particular matter or occasion so far as may appear to the 
Minister to. be necessary or expedient for removing the difficulty. 

(3) The provisions of subsections (5) and (6) of section 33 shalJ
mutatis mutandis apply to any order made under this section as they 
apply to orders made under the said section 33. 

Emptc,ymenL 334. AH vacant local government offices in a council to which i�
�!�sit�r.s of transferred the property of a village council or country authority dissolved
village: under section 322 shaII, so far as possible, be filled from employees oJ cou.'l(·Jls such dissolved village councils or country authorities. 
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SCHEDULE l (section 7) 

BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OF GEORGETOWN 
All the area bounded on the north by the Atlantic Ocean, on the east 

·:by the eastern boundary of the company path on the eastern side of
Plantations Cummings Lodge, Houston and Rome, on the south by the
southern boundary of Plantation Rome, and on the west by the Demerara
;River.

SCHEDULEi,2 (sections 18, 30, 37, 42, 48, 
128) 

FORM OF OATHS OF OFFICE 

I, ........................................................................ , do swear 
·(or solemnly affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office of.. ......... . 

;ith�-�t· f��;·��-f���-���- -�ff��t·i·��
. 
�f. iii-·;iii' �����di�·g· t�. th�· ·b��t. �f-�y 

_judgement and ability. 
So help me God. (To be omitted in affirmation) 

SCHEDULE 3 (sections 22 and 30) 

FUNDS WHICH MAY BE PLACED AT THE DISPOSAL OF 
THE MAYOR

PART I 

THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF GEORGETOWN 

A sum not exceeding five thousand dollars per annum in equal 
.instalments payable at the end of each quarter year. 

PART II 

THE MAYOR OF THE TOWN OF NEW AMSTERDAM 
A sum not exceeding two thousand dollars per annum in equal 

.instalments payable at the end of each quarter year. 

SCHEDULE 4 (Section 28) 

BOUNDARIES OF THE TOWN OF NEW AMSTERDAM 

All the area bounded on the north by the Canje River, on the east 
· by the eastern boundaries ofSmythfield, Mount Sinai and Overwinning,
on the south by common boundaries between Overwinning, Providence

:and Glasgow with New Doe Park and Doe Park, and on the west partly 
-by the western boundary of Glasgow and partly by the Berbice River.

SCHEDULE 5 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
PART I 

City Works 
Finance 
Social Development 

PART II 
Works 
Finance 
Social Development 

(Section 58) 

SCHEDULE 6 (Sections 75 and 76) 

POWERS, DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF CERTAIN 
OFFICERS 

PART I - THE CLERK 
1. He shall be responsible for convening all meetings of the council

and its committees and for the preparation of agenda, minutes and reports 
of such council and its committees. 

597 
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2. (I) He shall advise the counci". and its committees on all mattersupon which his advice is necessary, including the standing orders and by-laws thereof. 

I ,(2) .lf the council or any of its committees acts against or rejects his advice,. he shall be entitled to require that his advice be recorded in the minutes. 
3. He shalJ, either personally or by his nominee, attend all meetingsof the council and of its committees. 
4. He shall advise the Mayor or chairman of the council, as thecase may be, on all matters appertaining to those offices. 

, 5. Subject to any general directions which the council may give, he shall have the charge and custody of, and be responsible for. all charters, deeds, records and other documents belonging to the council which shall be kept as the council may direct. 
6. He shall have the duty of ensuring that the business of thecouncil is carried out with order, regularity and expedition in accordance with the by-laws, resolutions and standing orders of the council. 
7. He shall have the responsibility for the general correspondenceof the council. 
8. Where any document is required as a necessary step in legalproceedings on behalf of the council, he shall sign such document unless any written law otherwise requires or authorises, or the council shall have given the necessary authority to some other person for the purpose of such proceedings. 9. He shall have the conduct of such negotiations on behalf ofthe council as the council may require.

10. He shall have the responsibility for conveying decisions of thecouncil to local government officers in the service of the council relating to their work and conduct. 
11. He shall, where legally qualified so to do, give general legaladvice to the council, and whether legally qualified or not, to local govern­ment officers in the service of the council on questions arising with regard to their official duties and obligations. 

PART JI - THE TREASURER 
l. He shall be the accountant, paymaster and collector and finan-cial adviser of the council. 
2. He shall advise the council and its committees and sub-commi-tces on all matters on which his advice is necessary, incJuding financial orders or regulations and the standing orders and local government legislation so far as financial matters are concerned. If the council or any of its committees acts against or rejects his advice, he shall be entitled to require that his advice be recorded in the minutes. 
3. He sha11 attend, either personally or by his nominee, all meetingsof the finance committee of the council and other committees where business with financial .implications may be transacted. 
4. He shall be responsible for the organisation of the financedepartment and for the organisation of the financial arrangements in all other departments of the council. 
5. He shall be responsible to the council for the maintenanceof the council's accounting system and for the supervision of a11 the financial records of the council, wherever kept. 
6. He shall be responsible for the preparation of all financial returnsand reports required. 
7. He shall supply promptly, in conjunction with other depart-ments where necessary, to the council, its committees and departments any financial data they require for management of the council's business. 
8. Where an internal audit is maintained by the council he shall
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be responsible therefor and shall promptly report to the committee 
concerned and to the finance committee any irregularities discovered 
in the course of such internal audit. 

9. He shall make arrangements for the verification of all accounts
for payment and for making all payments. including salaries, wages and 
pensions. 

10. He shall obtain from the local government officers concerned
all the information necessary for the proper examination of claims for 
payment due from the council arising from any contract. 

l I. In accordance with the instructions of the council, he shall 
make arrangements for the collection and recovery of moneys due to the 
council and the handling, custody, security and banking of cash. 

12. He shall be responsible for the ordering, control and issue of,
and for supplying all departments of the council with, all official receipt
forms, books, tickets, stores, requisitions and other ·documents repre­
senting money or money's worth.

13. He shall be;responsible for.compiling the estimates of the council.

14. He shall report-to the appropriate committee any overspending
and any unauthorised expenditure, and shall draw attention, to any
irregularity in respect of any proposed expenditure.

15. He shall manage, subject to the instructions of the finance
committee and the council, all funds of the council.

. 16. He shall ensure that moneys not required for the time being 
are suitably invested. 

17. He shall advise the finance committee on the raising of capital
funds.

18. He shall be responsible for all rating matters of the council
and for the collection of rates due to the council. 

19. He shall direct and supervise the financial transactions of the
council with their bankers. 

20. He shall carry out financial negotiations on behalf of the council
and assist in other negotiations when financial aspects are involved.

21. He shall give such financial evidence ,vhere appropriate as may
be required on behalf of the council.

22. He shall effect insur:rnces for all departments of the council and
claims on insurance companies and recommend settlements.

23. He shall be responsible for the keeping of true accounts of all
moneys received and receivable and paid and payable by the council for
any charitable purpose of which the local authority may assume the charge.

24. He shall, if required by the council. be responsible for the
custody and control of the stores of the council and, if_ not so required,
shall be responsible for prescribing the stores accounting procedure of
the council

25. He shall prepare and submit to the finance committee of the
council a report on all proposals involving capital expenditure and on
other expenditure not provided for in the estimates of the current financial
year of the council and on any proposals involving a variation in the
income of the council.

GUYANA 

SCHEDULE 7 

WARRANT OF DISTRESS 

(Section 219) 

To ........................................................................ and to all 
other Town/Rural Constables. 

S99 
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WHEREAS application has been duly made to me by ................. . 

................................................................................ .in and for 

the ......................................... � ...•........................ .  Council for a 
Warrant of Distress against the movable property upon or in ................. . 

. .. . . . .. .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . . . for the purpose of recovering the amount of 

.................................... due as rates fron1 ................................... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .in respect of ................................ . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . with costs, and whereas the duplicate 
or copy of the Notice with return of service thereof duly sworn to before

me, has been produced in .the form of law:-

This is, therefore, to require and command you to levy the said sum 

of ............................................................ with costs upon the said 
movable property according to law. 

Dated this .......... � ................... day of .................. 19 ........ . 

(Signed) 
Magistrate. 

SCHEDULE 8 

District. 

(Section 307) 

REGULATIONS FOR THE HOLDING OF LOCAL INQUIRIES 

Appointment I. (I) Wherever a local inquiry is to be held under this Act, the:J°':°r!:ionf Minister shall appoint a commissioner for that purpose, and shall specify
reference. 

0 

the terms of reference of the inquiry. 

(2) If the commissioner appointed becomes unable or un­
willing to act, or dies, the Minister may appoint another commissioner 
in his place. 

(3) The Minister may at any time alter the terms of reference of
the inquiry. 

( 4) Where the Minister exercises any power under this regula­
tion, notice thereof shall be published in the Gazette and in accordance 
with section 310. 

Oaths 2. The commissioner shalt, as soon as may be after his appoint-
ment and before exercising any functions as such, take an oath or make 
an affirmation that he wilt faithfully, fully, impartially and to the best 
of his ability perform his duties in relation to the inquiry; and such oath 
or affirmation shall be taken before a magistrate or justice of the peace, 
and shall be deposited by the commissioner with the Mi_nister. 

Publication of 3. The cornm1ss1oner shall, before the commencement of the 
fn°�!��Y of inquiry, publish in accordance with section 310 notice of the time and 

place of the inquiry, and the notice shall state that any person sh.all have 
the right to attend and give evidence at the inquiry. 

Inquiry to 
public 

Power to 
appoint a 
Secretary. 

S11lw1ission 
findings 

Rule� for 
Regulating 
proceedings 

be 4. Every inquiry shall be conducted in public, but the commissioner
sha11 nevertheless be entitled to exclude any person for the preservation 
of order, or the due ·conduct" of the inquiry. 

5. The Minister may appoint a secretary to perform such duties
in connection with the inquiry as the commissioner may prescribe. 

of 6. The commissioner shall submit his findings in writing to the
Minister together with a full statement of the proceedings of the inquiry, 
and the reasons for his findings. 

7. The commissioner may make such rules for the conduct" and
management of the proceedings, and the hours and days and places for 
sittings not inconsistent with his commission, as he may from time to time 
think fit, and may from time to time adjourn for such time and to such 
place as he may determine, subject only to the terms of his commission. 
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8. (1). The commissioner shall have the powers of a Judge to ��:%is-Qt
summon witnesses, and to call for the production of books, plans and sioner to 

documents, and to examine witnesses and parties concerned on oath; SUl11l�On and 

. l . bl . . . t' 
exammc 

and the commissioner sha 1 not be ha e m any action or smt or any witnesses and 
matter or thing done in good faith by him as commissioner. Pr!vilege from 

SUit 

(2) All summonses for the attendance of witnesses or other
persons, or the production of documents, shall be in the form of the 
Appendix to these. Regulations, and shall be signed by the commissioner; 
and oaths may be administered by the commissioner or the secretary. 

9. Any witness who wilfully gives false evidence in the inquiry False evidence 
shall be guilty of perjury, and shall be liable to be prosecuted and punished 
accordingly: 

Provided that no proceedings shall be instituted without the authority 
in writing of the Director of Public Prosecutions. 

IO. (I) All persons summoned to attend and give evidence or A!tendance of 

to produce books, plans or documents, at the inquiry, shall be obliged witucsses 

to obey the summons as fully in all respects as witnesses are obliged to 
obey subpoenas issued from the Court, and shaJI be entitled to the like 
expenses as if they had peen summoned to attend the Court on a criminal 
trial, if the same shall be allowed by the Commissioner, but he may, 
if he thinks fit, disallow the whole or part of such expenses in any case. 

(2) Every person refusing or failing without sufficient cause to
attend at the time and place mentioned in the summons served on him, 
and every person summoned and attending, but leaving the inquiry with­
out the permission of the commissioner, or refusing without sufficient 
cause to answer, or to answer fully and satisfactorily to the best of his 
knowledge and belief all questions put to him by or with the concurrence 
of the commissioner, or refusing without sufficient cause to produce 
any books, plans or documents in his possession, or under his control, 
and mentioned or ref erred to in the summons served on him, and every 
person who at any sitting of the inquiry wilfully insults the commissioner 
or the secretary, or wilfully interrupts the proceedings of the inqt1iry, 
may be summarily ordered by the commissioner to pay either forthwith 
or within a specified time a fine not exceeding one hundred dolJars, 
recoverable under the Summary Jurisdiction Ordinances. 

(3) Any person giving evidence at the inquiry may refuse to
answer any question which may incriminate him and every such person 
shall, in respect of any evidence given by him before the commissioner, 
be entitled to all privileges to which a witness giving evidence before the 
Court is entitled in respect of evidence given by him before that Court. 

11. Any petson who is in any way implicated or concerned in the Appea.r,aru:c 

matter under inquiry shall be entitled to be represented by counsel or 01 counsel 

solicitor at the inquiry.

12. The Commissioner of Police shall, upon the request of the Preservation 
Minister, detail constables to attend upon the commissioner, to preserve of order. 
order during the inquiry and to perform such other duties as usually 
pertain to their office when in attendance upon the Court. 

13. (I) The Minister may direct what remuneration, if any, shall Expenses. 
be paid to the commissioner and to the secretary, and to any other person 
employed in or about the inquiry. 

(2) The expenses incurred under this regulation together with
any expenses paid to witnesses under regulation IO and any other costs. 
incurred by the commission in the holding of the inquiry, shall be paid 
by the counciJ concerned in or affc.:--ted by the inquiry. 

APPENDIX 

(Regulation 8(2) ) 

SUMMONS TO WITNESS 

To 

You are hereby summoned to appear before .................................. .. 

 

I 



.
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................................................... appointed by the Minister of 

Local Government to inquire ..................................................... . 

at ................................................. upon the ..................... day of .. . 

..... ... ............ ..... ... . ........ .. 19 ...... at ........................ o'clock in the 
fore/afternoon, and to give evidence respecting such inquiry. 

You are required to bring with you .................................... : .......... . 

Therefore fail not at your peril. 

Dated this ................................. day of ........................... 19 .. . 

Given under the hand of.. ................................................... . 
(Commissioner) 
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Chapter 
or 

Number 

Cap. 10 

Cap. 11 

· Cap. 14

I SCHEDULE 9 
l (Sectio,i 332) ORDINANC S AMENDED AND REPEALED 
I 

Short Title Extent of amendment or repeal 

Criminal Law I (Offences) Ordinance 

Criminal Law I (Procedure) Ordinance 

Summary�J uri · diction (Offences)iOr inance. 

(a) In section 2 in the definition of theword "town" insert the words "or any other place" immediately after the words "'Local Govern­ment Ordinance"; 
·. (b)' In section 334 (I) (xiii) insert thewords ••or by a council (as defined in the Municipal and District Councils Act, J 969)", immediately after the words .. Local Govern­ment Ordinance"; 

(c) In section 339 (I) insert the words"'council of a local government district, established under the Municipal and District Councils Act, 1969", immediately after the words ··municipal council'' wher­ever they appear. 
(a) i'n section 23 substitute for sub­section (6) the following sub­section -

""(6) Any person having in his custody any record, plan or in­formation relating to valuation for the purposes of rating or town taxes (including any valua­tion list and any appraisement, rate or property assessment book) shall permit the Registrar to in­spect the same at any reas·onab!e time."; 
(b) Jn section 25 (4) insert the words'"the chairmen and chief executive officers of counci.ls of local govern­ment districts established under the Municipal and District Coun­cils Act, 1969" immediately after the word "respectively"; (c) In section 195 insert the words''local government district es­tablished under the 'Municipal and District Councils Act, 1969" immediately after the word "'town'' wherever the said word appears. · (a) In section 2 (J) in the definition ofthe word ''town" insert the words ""or any other place" immediately after the words '"Local Govern­ment Ordinance"; 
(b)j In section 2 (2) : substitute the· words "mem her of a town con­stabulary" for · the wo1�ds ··townconstable";

•  



':\

� -�· 

·,. 
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Chapter 
or 

Number 

Cap. 15. 

Cap. 32. 

Cap.43 

Cap. 55 

Cap. 91 

Cap. 97 

Cap. 115 

Cap. 119 

Cap. 144 

Short Title 

Summary Jurisdiction 
(Procedure) Ordinance. 

Deeds Registry 
Ordinance. 

Insolvency Ordinance. 

Colony (Counties) 
Ordinance. 

Education Ordinance. 

.Boy Scouts Association 
Ordinance. 

Factories Ordinance. 

Huskcters Licensing and 
Control Ordinance. 

Sale of Food and 
Drugs Ordinance. 

Extent of amendment or repeal 

(c) In section 105 (1) in the definition
of the words "agent" and "public
body" insert the words "any 
council of a local government 
district established under the 
Municipal and District Councils 
Act, J 969", immediately after the 
words "municipal counci]"; 

(d) Delete section 170.

In section 66 in.sert the words
"local government district es­
tablished under the Municipal 
and District Councils Act, 1969",. 
immediately after the word 
"town" whever the said word 
appears. 

ln section 34 substitute the words, 
"section 220 of the Municipal 
and District Councils Act, 1969't 
for the words "'section 144 of 
the Georgetown Town Council 
Ordinance, section 125 of the 
New Amsterdam Town Council 
Ordinance". 

In section 39(1) (c) delete the 
words "municipal, vi11age or 
local". 

In section 3 insert the words 
··unless the context otherwise
requires" immediately after the
words "that word shall".

In section 10(3) substitute the 
words "municipal council or 
council of a loca] government 
district established under the 
M unicipa] and District Coun­
cils Act, l 969", for the word 
··town'\

ln section ·· 4(1) substitute for 
paragraph (b) the following 
paragraph-
••a local government officer as
defined in the Municipal and
District Councils Act, 1969".

In section 2(6) insert the words · 
"or local government" im­
mediately after the word 
"public". 

In section 2 in the definition of 
the word "market" insert the 
words "or of a district council 
established urider the Muni­
cipal and District Councils Act, 
1969," immediately after the 
words"Government Ordinance". 

(a) In section 18(1) insert the words
"any officer of the council of a 



'
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Chapter Short Title 
or 

Number 

Cap. 145 Public Health 
Ordinance. 

Extent of amendment or repeal 

local government district es-
tablished under the Municipal 
and District Councils Act, 
1969", immediately after the 
words "New Amsterdam"; 

(b) In section 20 (2) insert the words
''the council of any local
government district established 
under the Municipal and Dis-
trict Co u n c i l s  Act, 1969", 
immediately after the words 
"New Amsterdam"; 

(c) In section 31 insert the words
"the council of any local 
government district established 
under the Municipal and Dis-
trist Cou n cils Ac t, 1969", 
immediately after the words 
"New Amsterdam". 

(a) In section 8 (2) insert the words
"or district sanitary authority"
immediately after the words
"urban sanitary authority";

(b) In section 13 (2) insert Jm-

mediately after paragrapl1 (a)
the fo11owing paragraph--

"(aa) local government dis-
tricts established under the 
Municipal and District Councils 
Act, 1969;"; 

(c) Insert immediately after section
13 (3) the following subsection-

"(3A) Every local government 
district established under the 
Municipal and District Councils 
Act, 1969, shall be a local 
government district and a local 
sanitary district for the pur-
poses of this Ordinance; and the 
local sanitary authority thereof 
(referred to in this Ordinance 
as a "district sanitary author-
ity") shall be the council of the 
local government district.''; 

(d) In section 18 insert the words
"or of a local government 
district" immediately after the 
words "urban sanitary dis-
trict"; 

(e) In section 58 insert the words
"or of a local government 
district" immediately after the 
words "urban sanitary dis­
trict"; 

(f) Jn section 95. insert the words
"or in the case of a local 
government district" im­
mediately after the words 
"urban sanitary district"; 
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Chapter 
or 

Number 

Cap. 150 

Cap. 151 

Cap. 153 

Short Title 

Local Government 
Ordinance. 

"Villageicountry 
and rural districts 

No. 
1969 

No. 
1969. 

of 

of 

Town Councils 
(Membership and 
Dissolution) 
Ordinance. 

Georgetown Sewage 
and Water 
Ordinance. 

Extent ot amendment or repeal'. 

(g) J n section 132A add the following
subsection:-

"(4) Nothing in this section 
shall apply to any person 
or authority who owns or 
is otherwise responsible 
for the maintenance of 
any supply pipe used for 
the distribution of water 
in a district or part there-
of or in respect of any act 
done by or with the per­
mission of such person 
or authority in respect 
of such supply pipe." 

(a) Substitute for section 22 the
following section-

22. (I) for the purposes of this
Ordinance, Guyana exclusive
of the City of Georgetown,
the Town of New Amsterdam
and local government districts
shall be divided into village
districts, country districts and
rural districts.

(2) For the purposes of this
section and sections 24 and 25 · ·
the City of Georgetown and 
the Town of New Amsterdam 
comprise the same areas as 
they comprise for the purposes 
of the Municipal and Dis-
trict Councils Act, 1969. 

(3) In this section and in
sections 24 and 25 "local 
government district" means a 
local government district es­
tablished by order of th� 
Minister under the Municipal 
and District Councils Act, 
1969.''; 

(b) Jn sections 24 and 25 insert
the words "or any local govern­
ment district" immediately after 
the words "New Amsterdam". 

Repealed. 

(a) In section 11 (I) substitute the
words "the water rate re­
ferred to in section 283 of the 
Municipal and District 
Councils Act, 1969" for the 
words ''the rate referred to in 
paragraph (b) of subsection 
(I) of section 28 of the
Georgetown (Valuation and
Rating) Ordinance";
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Chapter 
or 

Number 

Cap. 155 

Cap. 157 

Cap. 159 

Cap. 181 

Cap. 182 

Cap. 186 

Short Title 

Georgetown (Taxation 
and Rating 
Concessions) 
Ordinance. 

Extent of amendment or repael 

(b) Substitute for section 2 3 A
(2) the following subsection-

"'(2) Sections 175 and 199 
of the Municipal and Dis­
trict Councils Act, 1969 shall 
apply mutatis mutandis and 
so far as they are not in­
applicable thereto, to the 
accounts of the Com­
missioners." 

Repealed. 

Georgetown Improvement Repealed. 
Rates (Funding) 
Ordinance. 

Town and Country 
· Planning (Georgetown
Fire Area)
Ordinance.

Town and Country 
Planning Ordinance. 

Housing Ordinance. 

Rent Restriction 
Ordinance. 

Repealed. 

(a) ln section 2 (1) in the definition of
the words "Local Authority" in­
sert the words "or the council of 
any local government district 
established under the Municipal 
and District Councils Act, 1969" 
immediately after the words '"New 
Amsterdam"; 

(b) Delete section 4 7.

(a) In section 2 in the definition of the
words "Local Authority" insert
the words "'or the council of any 
local government district es­
tablished under the Municipal 
and District Councils Act, 1969,,
immediately after the words "New 
Amsterdam''; 

(b) In section 3 I substitute for sub­
section (4) the foJlowing sub­
section-

"(4) In this section the ex­
pression 'assessed value' has 
the meaning assigned to it 
in the Georgetown (Valua­
tion and Rating) Ordinance 
or in the Valuation for Rating 
Purposes Act, I 969, or any 
statute in substjtution there­
for." 

ln section 7 substitute for 
subsectjon (17) the foJlowing 
subsection-

"(17) for the purposes of an 
application under subsection 
(J) of this section, the Rent
Assessor shall have the right
to examine, and make a copy

! 

·, 



. I 
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Chapter 
or 

Number 

Cap. 191 

Cap. 192 

Short Title 

Sea Defence Ordinance. 

Drainage and 
Irrigation Ordinance. 

;J 
l,: 

Extent of amendment or repeal 

of, any return made under the 
provisions of the Georgetown 
(Valuation and Rating) Ord­
inance, or under the Local 
Government (Valuation of 
Property) Ordinance, 1959, 
or the Valuation for Rating 
Purposes Act, 1969, or 
any statute in substitution 
therefor to the Valuation 
Officer or other appropriate 
authority for the purpose of 
enabling a valuation list to 
be compiled." 

(a) In section 2 -

(i) insert immediately after
the definition of the word
"cattle" the following
definition -
"council drainage area"
has the meaning assigned
by section 2 of the

· Municipal and District
Councils Act, 1969";

(ii) in the definition of the
word "estate" insert the
words "or of a council
drainage area" immedi­
ately after the word
"village";

(iii) in the definition of the
words "local authority"
insert the words "the
council of any local
government district es­
tablished under the
Municipal and District
Councils Act, 1969, or"
immediately after the

··word "means'';

(b) In section 15(1) insert the
words "or council drainage
area" immediately after the
word "village";

(c) In section 16(1) insert the
words "or in a council drain­
age area" immediately after
the word "village'';

(d) In section 23 insert the words
"or council drainage area"
immediately after the word
"village" ;

(e) In section 26( I) insert the
words "and council drainage
areas" immediately after the

word "villages"; 

(a) In section 2 -
(i) insert immediately after the
definition of the word "cattle "
the following definition-
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Chapter 
or 

Number 

Cap. 236 

Short Title 

East Demerara Water 
Conservancy Ordinance. 

(b) 

Extent of amendment or repeal 

"council area" has the mean­
ing assigned by section 2 of 
the Municipal , and District 
Councils Act, l 969"; 

(ii) in the definition of the word
"estate" insert the words "or
of a council area" immediate­
ly after the word '"village";

(iii) in the definition of the words
"Jocal auhtority" insert the
words ·'the council of any
local government district
established under the Muni­
cipal and District Councils
Act, J 969" or immediately
after the word '"means";

In section 4 -

(i) in subsection (J) (b) substi­
tute the words "'local authori­
ties" for the words ··village
councils of villages";

(ii) in subsection (9) substitute
the words "local authority"
for the words "village council"
and substitute the words
.. such authority" for the
words '"such council'';

(c) substi tute for section 43 the fol­
lowing section -

"43. (l) It. shall be the duty of 
the Jocal authority to levy the 
rates and interest (if any) imposed 
in pursuance of this Ordinance 
in respect of any council area or 
viJlage and such rates and interest 
shall be a preferent charge on 
all rates levied and · collected in 
respect of the council area or the 
village by the local authority. 

(2) All moneys received u n d er
t h is s e c t i o n  by the council
of a local government district
established under the Municipal
and District Councils Act, 1969
shall be transmitted to the Board
and all moneys so received by
any other local authority shall
be transmitted to the district
commissioner, who shall transmit
them to the Board".

(a) In section 2 in the definition of
the words "'local authority" in­
sert the words "the council of a
local government district es­
tab]ished under the Municipal
and District Councils Act, 1969,
or" immediately after the. word
"means";



l 
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. .-Chapter
or 

Number

Cap. 237 

Cap. 258 

Cap. 260 

cap. 298 

I 

Short Title I 
Extent of arnendrnenf or Repeal

----------

Electric Lighting Ordinance. 

Animal Diseases Ordi.narice. 

Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Ordinance. 

Tax Ordinance. 

(b) . Jn section 18(2) insert the words·· "and for each loca;I governmentdistrict estab1ishedl under the, Municipal and District CounciJs
I Act, 1969, a reasonable numberof kokers" immediately after the· words "one koker";

(c) In section 27 insert the words"any local government district
I established under the Municipaland District Councils Act, 1969"immediately after the word"village" wherever the said wordappears:

(d) , In section 30 insert the words, "and any local government dis­trict established under the Muni­cipal and District Councils Act,1969" immediately after the words
1
"any villagf'.

I In section 2 in the definition of; the words "local authority" insertthe words "the council of anylocal government district es-. tablished under the Municipal .
I 

and Di. strict Councils Act, 1969" immediately after the words "New Amsterdam''. 
� In section 23 substitute a semi­colon for the full-stop and insert 
I immediately thereafter the words
I "and where an area within alocal government district estab­. lished under the Municipal and 
I District Councils Act, 1969, is so declared, the council thereof 
1 

shall be so r�sponsible". 
(a) In section 2·, in the definitionof the words "local authority"insert the words "the counciJof a local government districtestablishel under the Muni­cipal and District Coun­cils Act, 1969" i mmcdiatelyafter the words "municipalcouncil";
(b) In section 96 substitute thewords "the Municipal andDistrict Councils Act, 1969"for the words "the George­town · Town Council Or­dinance· or the NewAmsterdam T?wn CouncilOrdinance".

In sub-paragraph (xiii) ·of theexemptions to item (35) ofsection 9 insert the words "or
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Clapter 
�' or 

·"' N•mber 
) ; 

. .,, 

Cap.299 

Cap. 349 

No. 21 
@f 

1,53 

No. 7 
of 

1954 

No. 41 
of· 

1954 

Short Title 

Income Tax 
Ordinance. 

Auctioneers. 

Local Government 
(Bartica Voters. 
Register Continuance) 
Ordinanc.c, 1953. 

Georgetown Town 
Council (Special 
Powers) (Water 
Supply) Ordinance, 
1954. 

Municipal Councils (Post­
ponement of Elections) 
Ordinance, 1954. 

Extent of amendment or Repeai 

by a council of a local 
government district es­
tablished under the Municipal 
and District Councils Act� 
1969", immediately after the 
word "Ordinance". 

(b) In subsection (3) of section
17 insert the words "or a
co"tmcil of a local govern­
ment district established
under the Municipal and Dis-­
trict Councils Act, 1969",.
immediately after the word
"couricil".

(c) In paragraph (b) of the pro­
viso to section 23 insert the
wotds ''or of a district council
established under the Mimi­
cipal and District Cotiricils
Act, 1969", i m m e di a t e ly
after the word "Ordinance".

In section 2 in the definition
of the words "local author­
ity" insert the words "the
council of any local govern­
ment district establlshed
w1der the Municipal and
District Councils Act, 1969",
immediately after the words
"New Amsterdam".

In section 5 substitute for the
proviso, the following pro­
viso-.

"Provided that any person
may sell at auction without
a licence any lands under
the provisions of section 238
of the Municipal and District
Councils Act, 1969, or,
section 152 of the Local
Government Ordinance, if
duly authorised by a council
constituted under the said
·Act, or by the Local
Government Board, as the·
case may be."

Repealed. 

Repealed. 

Repealed 

' 
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Chapter 
or 

Number 

No. 7 
of 

1957 

No. 32 
of 

. 1958 

. No. 41 
of 

1961 

. No.' 14 
of 

i'965 

( 

Short Title 

Fire Brigade 
Ordinance, 1957. 

Municipal Councils 
(Postponement of 
Elections) Ordinance, 
1958. 

Local Government 
(Postponement of 
Elections) Ordinance, 
1961 

. Statistics Ordinance, 1965. 

. i 

Exte�t of a.mendment or Repeal 

In section 2 in the definition of 
the words "local authority" insert 
the words "in relation to any local ,: 
government district established by 
the Municipal and District. Coun­
cils Act, 1969, the council of such 
district," immediately after the 
word "respectively". 

Repealed. 

Repealed 

In section 2 in the definition of 
the words "local authority" insert 
the words "or a district council 
constituted under the Municipal 
and District Councils Act, 1969" 
immediately · after the word 
"Ordinance". 

 . ' ··. ,

t 
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-EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

The purpose of this Bill is to provide a code of legislation for the City Council,of Georgetown, the Town Council of New Am;,terdam and the councils of local·.government districts which it is proposed to establish. 
2. T,he Bill dontains 12 Parts.
3. Part II continues the present mL111icip1l councils for Georgetown and New.Amsterdam. The number of councillors for the City and that for the Town of NewAmsterdam is increased and the boundaries, both of Georgetown and of New Ams­terdam, are extended. Councillors are to be elected every three years in accordancewith the Local Authorities (Elections) Act, 1969. 
4. This Part also authorises the establishment of new local government districtsand the constitution of district councils, Which shall eventually replace the existinglocal authorities under the Local Government Ordinance. 
5. Part III. sets out provisions as to meetings and proceedings of councils andtheir committees. 
6. Included in Part IV are clauses establishing a local government servicecommission, empowered to;appoint and to exercise disciplinary control over certainlocal government officers. The existing town constabulary is continued, with addedemphasis on discipline. 
7. The finaJcial clauses included in Part V m�ke provision for the keeping ·of accounts by councils, estimates and the auditing of accounts. Power to surcharge is introduced. Government is empowered to make grants to councils, and councils are authorised to borrow money. 
8. Part VI Jmpowers councils to levy general at�d supplementary rates andin certain circumstances to levy a special rate. Provision for differential q1ti11g inspecified circumstahces is included. In the case of the City Council of Georgetownand the Town Council of New Amsterdam the levying of rates will replace theexisting town taxes. 
9. Parts VII' and VIII respectively authorise councils to enter into contractsand in certain circumstances to acquire land by compulsory process. 

I 10. Among the functions of councils set out in Part IX are those pertainingto drainage, roads,,water supplies, control of animals, burial grounds, social develop­ment, establishmerlt of health centres, promotion of education and encouragementof agriculture. I - · 

11. Part XI ahthorises councils to legislate by by-laws for their areas.
12. Part XII tepeals the Georgetown Town Council Ordinance (Cap. 152) andthe New Amsterdam Town Council Ordinance (Cap. 161). It also makes a number·Of consequential atnendments to other laws. Provision is included for the transferof the assets and liabilities of councils absorbed into Georgetown, New Amsterdam

,.�· and the local government districts to their successors and for the employment by�: " ' those successors of officers of the dissolved authorities. 
I 

I 

C. M. LLEWELL\�N JOHN,
Minister of Local Governmen t
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