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A BILL
INTITULED : :
AN ORDINANCE FURTHER TO AMEND THE MARRIAGE
ORDINANCE. '

Enacted by the Legislature of British Guiana:—

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Marriage (Amend-- short title.
ment) Ordinance, 1957, and shall be construed and read as one with
the Marriage Ordinance, hereinafter referred to as the Principal ,, 16
Ordinance, and any Ordinance amending the same. : S

2. Section 4 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby repealed and B anc
the following substituted therefor — ; ks gy
Bl P 4.(1) The Governor may, in his discretion, appeint section 4 of
riage offcers, any fit ‘and proper person — Chgpter 164.
(a) being a minister of the Chrisfian religion, '
- ordained, or otherwise set apart, to the minis-
try of that religion, according to the usage of
the communion’to which he belongs: or ;
(b) being of the Hindu religion; or
(c) being of the Islamic religion,
to be a marriage officer for the Colony.
(2) Any marriage officer may act in that character
throughout the Colony.”-

3. Section 5 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended by Amend-
‘renumbering that section as subsection (1), and by adding there- .
after the following subsection — Chapter 164.

“(2) No marriage officet who professes either the )
Hindu or Islamic religion shall solemnize a marriage
other than in accordance with the provisions of this
Ordinance.”

4. Section 6 of the Principal Ordinance is héreby repealed and Repeal anl

the following substituted therefor — re;grtla(r;‘;-secw
tlf:}:fl{%’r‘ 6.(1) All applications for appointment as marriage S o

appointment Officers must be made-in writing to the Registrar Gen- Chapter 164.
as a mar- eral, who shall without delay transmit tfle application
riage officer t5 the Chief Secretary for the information of the
Governor. S
(2) Every minister of the Christian religion acting
in that character for a congregation, or having the local
superintendence of several congregations, who applies
to be appointed a marriage officér must state in his ap-
plication the name or other description of the place of
public worship in which he acts, or of the places of
public worship of the congregatigns over which he has
local superintendence, and the postal address at or to
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which all communications intended for him may be
delivered or sent.

(3) Every member of the Hindu or Islamic religion
who applies to be appointed a marriage officer shall
state_in his application his postal address at or to which
all communications intended for him may be delivered
or sent, and the name of the Hindu or Islamic sect to

which he belongs.” :
Repeal ";‘_“d 5. Section 7 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby repealed and
Taent oot sec- the following substituted therefor — :
tion 7 of -  “Notifica- 7. Every marriage officer shall, if he ceases to act

Chapter 164. tion of eeas- <

ing to act as @S @ minister of religion, or to profess the Hindu religion

a minister of or Islamic religion as the case may. be, forthwith notify
religion: the fact to the Registrar General.” 5

Insertion of 6. The Principal Ordinance is hereby amended by the inser-
oy hon tion therein after section 30 of the following new section —-°
Chapter 164. ?‘;;’Iﬁ‘;’l’:ees 30A. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 30
e aires of dhis Ordinance, and subject to the provisions of sub-
party is un- section (2) of this section, a marriage shall be void if
e age, the parties or either of them is under the age of sixteen
" in the case of a male or foufteen in the case of a female:
(2) If a female under the age of fourteen years
becomes pregnant or is delivered of a child, she may
apply by petition to the Chief Justice, or (in case of
there being no person officiating as Chief Justice) a
judge of the Supreme Court, for permission to be niar-
ried under that age to a person not being a person under
the age of sixteen years or, if under that age, he admits
to being the putative father of the child whether. yet
delivered or not, or is adjudged by a court of competent
jurisdiction to be the father of the child; and the Chief
Justice or judge of the Supreme Court; if satisfied that
the petitioner is pregnant or has been delivered of a
* child he shall, subject to the provisions of sections 28
and 31 of this Ordinance, judicially declare, by order in
writing, that the marriage may be solemnized forthwith;
and every marriage duly solemnized in pursuance or
under the authority or direction of that Order shall be
good, valid and effectual to all intents and purposes
whatsoever, as if both parties thereto had been above
the age of twenty-one years. L
. (3) Nothing in subsection (1) of this section
shall affect any marriage contracted before the com-
mencement of this section and any such marriage shall
be or become valid in any case where, if subsection (1)
of this section had not been enacted, it would be or
become valid.” 3

Ame;ld-f " 7. Section 32 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended — °
e R (a) by the renumbering of that section as subsection
Chapter 164. (1), and by the insertion therein between the word

“Except” and the word “in” of the words “as pro-

vided in subsection (2) of this section and”:

(b) by the insertion thereafter of the following new
subsection — :

“(2) No marirage shall be solemnized by a mar-
riage officer who is of the Hindu or Islamic religion un-
less there is produced to that marrigge officer a licence
granted under the provisions of section 38 of this Ordin-
ance, or a certificate issued under the provisions of
section 48 of this Ordinance.”

Amend- 8. Subseetion (4) of section 45 of the Principal Ordinance is
ent of s¢° hereby amended by the deletion ofthe full stop at the end thereof,
Chapter 164. @and by the insertion after the word ‘‘aforesaid” of the words “to-

gether with the birth certificates of the parties intending marriage

or other satisfactory evidence of the ages of such parties.”

Insertion of 9. The Principal Ordinance is hereby amended by the insertion
oy iS:ctlon therein after section 51 of the following new section —
Chapter 164. ;feq““f;ltf; 51A. The requisites of a valid marriage contracted
Hindu or Under this Ordinance and according to the religious
~ Muslim rites of persons professing the Hindu or Islamic religion
k. marriagf‘ are — 2
: 'Si‘é’ﬁfa,ﬁci, (a) that each of the parties shail belong to and
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profess the same faith or- religion being the
Hindu faith or religion or the Islamic faith or
religion as the case may be;

(b) that both parties-shall, as regards age, men-~
tal capacity and otherwise, be capable of con-
tracting marriage;

(c) that the parties shall not be within the pro-
hibited degrees of consanguinity and affinity;

(d) that the marriage shall be solemnized by a
marriage officer in accordance with the rites
of the Hindu religion or the Islamic religion as
the case may be and in accordance with the
provisions of this Ordinance;

~(e) that the parties understanding the nature of
the contract, shall freely qpnsént to marry one
another in the presence of the marriage officer
.who solemnizes the marriage and in the pres-
ence of fwo or more credibie witnesses and
shall sigh or mark the register in accordance
with the provisions of section 57 of this Ordin-
ance;

: (f) that the marriage shall ‘be registered in :

accordance with the provisions of this Ordin-
ance,” *% j

10. Section 52 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended
by ~ : :

(a) the substitution of a colon for the semicolon at the

: end of paragraph (b) thereof, and by the insertion
thereafter of the following proviso —

“Provided that the provisions of paragraph (a)
of this section shall not apply to marriages con-
tracted.by persons professing the Hindu or Islamic
religion.”;

(b) the repeal of the proviso at the end of sub-
paragraph (ii) of paragraph (c) thereof, and by the
substitution of the following —

“Provided that in the marriage of persons pro-
fessing the Hindu or Islamic religicn, it shall not
be necessary for either party to pronounce the

name of either party.”

11. The following section is hereby inserted after section 53
of the Principal Ordinance — -
EStope 53A. No person' who has contracted a marriage
ried under R . .
this ordin- under the provisions of this Ordinance shall, upon that
ance may not marriage being dissolved for any reason whatever, be
Rt permitted to contract a marriage under the provisicns

marriage s : )

under Indian 0f the Indian Labour Ordinance.
Labour ’

Ordinance,

Cap: 104.

12.(1) Notwithstanding anything contained to the contrary in
this Ordinance or in any other Ordinance, the Registrar General
shall, during a period of twelve months from the commencement of
this Ordinance, upon an application being made to him in Form
No. 1 of the schedule hereto by persons who have been granted
certificates of exemption from the provisions of the Tndian Labour
- Ordinance, cause an entry fo be made in a marriage register book
in accordance with the provisions of the Principal Ordinance of the
particulars of a marriage contracted between persocns professing
- the Hindu or Islamic religion, and still subsisting at the date of the
application, and shall upon being requested by any person, and sub-
ject to the provisions of section 60 of the Principal Ordinance cause

to be issued a certified copy of the said entry in accordance with

the provisions of section 59 of the Principal Ordinance.

(2) (a) Where a marriage has been contracted under the
provisions of the Indian Labour Ordinance, and where subsequent
to the marriage both parties have been granted certificates of
exemption from the provisions of the said Ordinance, either party
to the marriage may apply to the Registrar General in Form No. 2
of the schedule hereto to enter particulars of the said marriage in a
marriage register book.

(b) Such application shall be accompanied by a certifi-
cate of registration issued under the provisions of section 143 of the
Indian Labour Ordinance. )

Amend-~
ment of
section 52 of
Chapter 164.

Inseriion of
new section
53A in

Chapter 164.

Registrg-
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of this
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Cap. 164.

Cap. 14.
Form No. 2

Schedule.

Cap 104,
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(c) Upon the receipt of such an application, the Regis-
trar General shall cause an entry to be made in a marriage register
book in accordance with the provisions of sections 57 and 58 of the
Principal Ordinance, and shall cause to be issued upon being re-
quested by any person and subject to the provisions of section 60 of
the Principal Ordinance a certified copy of the said entry in accord-
ance with the provisions of section 59 of the Principal Ordinance.

- 13. Nothing contained in this Ordinance shall preclude the.
solemnization or performance of a,marriage under Part X of the
Saving. Indian Labour Ordinance. g
Cap. 104.
SCHEDULE ® Section 12(1).
@ ¥ :
FORM No. 1

DECLARATION OF MARRIAGE.

We, A.B. and C.D.
. severally declare as follows:

1. We are both of the

...................... religion and subject
to the same personal law. 5

2. We were duly married according fo the said religion and
& personal law at (place)

on:(date)e: s e it i et ai s o

3. We are living together at the present time as husband and wife.

Pated fhis w0 VA davief. & i L R R

FORM No. 2 Section 12 (2) (a),
- DECLARATION REQUIRED BY SECTION 12 (2).

Date and place of Husband’s name, status and = Wife’s name, status .:md

marriage age at date of marriage age at date of marriage

T es o aaarie b e e e PR e
gte N ol el Pe S S L IRt (o5 e AR e sl R SR SRR £

his wife respectively do solemnly and sincerely declare as follows —

1. The details of ‘the matrriage set out above are true and such marri-
age was in accordance with the provisions of the Indian Labour Ordinance.

. 9. That such marriage is still subsisting at the date hereunder
written.

Peclared it = L& Ol Sl 7 L G G e Vi i o) by R L ]

$aA8

..............................

Registrar General.
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OBJECTS AND REASONS.

L

This bill seeks to amend the Marriage Ordinance (Chapter :
164) to provide for the appointment of persons of the Hindu or
Islamic religion as marriage officers, and for the registration of
marriages contracted by Hindus and Muslims in the general regis-
ter of marriages. It also seeks to prescribe the requisites for a
valid Hindu or Muslim marriage.

2. It is also sought to fix the minimum age (sixteen for males
and- fourteen for females) at which marriages may be contracted.
This provision does not at present appear in Chapter 164. .

_ 3. The bill also seeks to make provision for the registration
of marriages contracted by persons who have been granted certifi-
cates of exemption from the Indian Labour Ordinance.

M. S. PORCHER,
Chief Secretary (Acting).
(M.P. C. 70/5). 5
(Leg, Bill No. 17/1957).





