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The following Bill which will be introduced in the National Assembly is published for general information.

S.E. Isaacs,

Clerk of the National Assembly.
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GUYANA
BILL No. 8 of 2021
POLICE (AMENDMENT) BILL 2021
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS

SECTION
1.
Short title. 
2.
Amendment of section 2 of the Principal Act.
3.
Amendment of section 25 of the Principal Act.
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AN ACT to amend the Police Act.
AD.2021  Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-

Short title. 1. This Act, which amends the Police Act, may be cited as the Police
Cap.16:01  (Amendment) Act 2021.

Amendment of 2. Section 2 of the Principal Act is amended as follows —

section 2 of

the Principal (a) by the insertion immediately after the definition of “aircraft” of the
Act. following definition -

“ < arms " includes less-lethal weapons;”; and

(b) by the insertion immediately after the definition of “inspector” of the

following definition —

“ “less-lethal weapons” includes—

(a) nightsticks, batons and clubs;

(b)  chemical irritants, including a pepper spray
or tear gas;

(c) conducted electrical weapons, including a
taser or stun gun;

(d) kinetic impact projectiles, including rubber
coated bullets; or

(e) awater cannon;”.

Amendment of 3. Section 25 of the Principal Act is amended by the insertion immediately
section 25 of

the Principal
Act.

after the word ‘photographs’, wherever it appears, of the words °,
Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) information’.
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This Bill seeks to amend the Police Act, Cap. 16:01.

Clause 2 of the Bill seeks to amend section 2 of the Principal Act by inserting two new
definitions for the terms “arms” and “less-lethal weapons”.

The term “arms” is defined to include less-lethal weapons and the term “less-lethal weapons” is
defined to include (a) nightsticks, batons and clubs; (b) chemical irritants; (c) conducted
electrical weapons; (d) kinetic impact projectiles; or (¢) a water cannon.

The purpose of this amendment is to expressly provide the type of less-lethal weapons that may
be issued to the Police Force for use in the discharge of their functions under the Act. The use of
these arms facilitates less-lethal confrontational measures by law enforcement in an effort to
reduce fatalities.

This Bill also amends section 25 of the Principal Act which currently provides that it is lawful
for any member of the Force to take and record for the purpose of identification any
measurements, photographs and fingerprint impressions of all persons who may from time to
time be in lawful custody. A person shall be deemed to be in lawful custody where that person is
lawfully detained at any police station in connection with the commission of any crime or
offence.

Clause 3 of the Bill secks to amend section 25 of the Principal Act to make provision for the use
of Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) information for the purpose of identification of persons in
lawful custody by any member of the Force. The effect of this amendment is that in addition to
measurements, photographs and fingerprint impressions, a member of the Force can take and
record DNA information of a person in lawful custody for the purpose of identification.

&

Hon, Brindley Horatio Robeson Benn, M.P.™
Minister of Home Affairs
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