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ABILL
Intituled

AN ACT to amend the Marriage Act.

A.D. 2026 Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana:-
Short tiﬂ% 45:01 1. This Act, which amends the Marriage Act, may be cited as the
ap. 45:
Marriage (Amendment) Act 2026.

Amendment of 2. Section 43 of the Principal Act is amended —
section 43 of the
Principal Act. . . . «

(a) in subsection (1), by the deletion of the words “at least two days before

it is required”; and

(b) by the deletion of subsection (2)(e).
Deletion of section 3. The Principal Act is amended by the deletion of Section 45.
45 of the Principal
Act.
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Explanatory Memorandum
This Bill seeks to amend the Marriage Act to repeal the residency requirement for persons seeking
a marriage licence granted by the Minister, the requirement that persons seeking a licence must
submit a petition to the Minister two days in advance of the date on which the licence will be
utilised, and the requirement that the Minister must consider objections to the grant of the licence

before granting it.

Section 43 of the Act presently requires that the application by petition for a licence to marry be
lodged at the office of the Minister at least two days before it is required, and one of the parties
intending to be married must have had his or her usual place of abode within Guyana for a period
of fifteen days immediately before the grant of the licence. Section 45 provides that a person may
object to the grant of a licence by the Minister and that the Minister may not grant the licence until

the Minister is satisfied that the objection ought not obstruct the grant of the licence.

Clause 2 of this Bill seeks to remove the requirements in relation to the deadline for petitions for

a licence and in relation to residency.

Clause 3 seeks to remove the requirement that the Minister considers objections before granting a

licence.

Honourable Oneidge Walrond, MP
Minister of Home Affairs




