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AN ACT to amend the Local Authorities (Elections) Act.

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana: —

1. This Act, which amends the Local Authorities (Elec-
ticns) Act, may te cited as the Local Auarities (Elections) (Amend-

- ment) Act 1994.

2 Section 2 of the Principal Act is hereby amended by the
insertion of the follcwing definitions in their appropriate alphabeti-

cal order —

¢ “disciplined force” has the same meaning as in ar-
ticle 154 of the Constitution, and for the removal
of doubts, it is hereby declared, that expression in-
cludes the Guyana National Service;

“Guyana National Service” means the organisation
known as the Guyana National Service and estab-
lished by the Government;

“member”, in relation to a disciplined force, has the
same meaning as in article 154 of the Constitution,
and, for the removal of doubts, it is hereby de-
clared that, in relation to the Guyana National
Service, that expression includes every person who
is an officer or other employee of that Service and
every person who is enlisted therein.”

3. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion
immediately after section 24 of the following section as section

“Correction
of reglster
of voters by
Elections
Commission,

24A. [If at any time whether before or
after the register of voters for a council
area or a local authority area has come
into force the Elections Commission is
satisfied from evidence brought to its
attention that any person who is eligible
to be listed as a voter, and has satisfied
the conditions therefor, has been omitted
from the register of voters or any per-
son who is not eligible to be registered
as a voter ha« been included therein and
that the said register of voters could not
be corrected by the normal procedure



set out in this Part, the Elections Com-
mission shall cause the register of voters
to be corrected in such manner as it
considers appropriate or direct the Chief
Election Officer or any other person
regarding the extent to, and the manner
in, which the register of voters shall be
corrected.”.

4. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion
immediately after section 74 of the following sections as sections

T4A to 741 —

“Procedure for voting by specified Disciplined
Forces.

Definitions.  74A. (1) In this part —

Apbplica-
tion of part:

(a) “ballot attendant” means
a person appointeqd as such
under section 74C;

(b) “balloting place” means a
place ‘appointed as a
balloting place under sec-
tion 74C;

(c) “ballot officer” means a
person appointed as such
under .section 74C;

d “specified disciplined
force” means a disciplined
force specified for the
purposes of this part by
order under section 74B.

(2) For the purposes of this part
the Guyana National Service shall be
deemed to be a disciplined force and not
part of any other disciplined force.

(3) In this section and sections 74B
to 741, inclusive the expression “this
part” means this section and sections
74B to 741, _inclusive.

74B. In order to allow members of
any disciplined force or discinlined forceg
to exercise their right to vote at an elec.

Insertion
of new
sections
74A to 16
I in the
Principal
Act:



(70

oint-
: o
ballot oftle-
ers, LaloE

attendants

< o
3 .
3

tion without affecting the performance
by them of their duties on the election
dgy, the Elections Commission may by
ofder direct that the provlswns of this
part shall apply to the exercise of that
right, by any member of such disciplined

> -or disciplined forces as may be
specified in the order, in an election and
if the Elections Commission makes such
an order the provisions of this Part shall.
apply to voting by any member of a
specified disciplined force or sperified
disciplined forceé or specified disciplined
forces at any election held after the date
of the order.

74C. (1) The Elections Commission shall
appoint by notification in the Gazette —

(a) one ballot officer for each
of the specified disciplined
forces;

(b) - such number of ballot at-
tendants, as it thinks fit,
so that there will be one
ballot attendant for each
balloting place; and

(c) . such place or places, as
it thinks fit, in each
council area or in each
local authority area as
balloting place or ballot-
ing places.

(?) Different ballot attendants and
different halloting places may be ap-
pointed in relation to electors who are
members of different specified dis-

. eiplined forges.

%_11 ballot clerk may be appointed
by the Elections Commission in relation

to a balleting place: -

Provided that it shall be
lawful for the Elections Com-
mission to appoint the same
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person as ballot attendant and
ballot clerk.

4D. (1) Each ballot officer shall pre-
pare a list of persons whose names are
on the official list of electors and who
are members of the specified disciplined
force, in relation to which he has been
appointed ballot officer.

(2) The list prepared by a ballot
officer under subsection (1) shall be
dividey into parts according to the
division, in the official list of electors
for which the names of the persons men-
tioned in that part are included, and
shall state the identity card of each such

rson, his serial number of registration
in the official list of electors, to which
division the official list of electors re-
lates, the council area or local author-
ity arca in which that division is situate,
and such other particulars as may be
prescribed by the Elections Commission
by regulations.

(3) Bach of the ballot officers
shall forward a copy of the list prepared
by him under subsection (1) (but ex-
cluding therefrom the names of the per-
sons referred to in the proviso to sec-
tion 74(6) ) to the Chief Election
Officer-

4) The Chief Election Ofticer
shall forward those parts of the copy
of the ljst referred to in subsection (3)
as are relevant in respect of the divisions
in any council area or local authority
area to the returning officer of the council
area or local authority area and the re-
tumning officer shall cause to be dis-
played at each polling place in such areas
the names and other particulars in-
cluded in the copy of the list referred
to in subsection (1), of those who are.
under this part, entitled to vote at that
polline place.

371
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74E. (1) The Elections Commission shall
by notification in the Gazette appoint
a day on which, and the hours during
which, persons entitled to vote under
this part may ballot and different days
and hours may be appointed in relation
to different balloting places:

Provided that any day ap-
pointed under this subsection
for balloting shall not be more
than ten days earlier than
the election day or later than
five days before the election
day.

(2) The Chief Election Officer
shall forward to each ballot officer a
sufficient number of ballot papers hav-
ing regard to the names in the copy of
the list forwarded by that ballot officer
to the Chief Election Officer under sec-
tion 74D (3) and each such ballot paper
shall be stamped by the Chief Election
Officer, with the words “DISCIPLINED
FORCES”.

(3) The ballot officer shall, before
the hour appointed for the commence-
ment of balloting under this part at a
balloting place, cause to be displayed
at the balloting place a list containing
the names, and other particulars referred
to in section 74D (2), of the persons en-
titled to ballot under this part at that
balloting place, such names being of
persons who are, under this part, entitled
to vote at a polling place in the district
where that balloting place is situate.

(4) The baliot officer shall cause
to be supplied to the ballot attendant
for a balloting place, the day before the
day fixed for balloting at that ballcting
place, .a sufficient number of hallot
papers having regard to the names in
the list, referred to in subsection (3) of
persons entitled to ballot at that balloting
place- .
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(5) Any person whose name is in a
list prepared by a ballot officer under
section 74D (1) and who desires to vote
at an electicn may exercise his right to
ballot under this part at the balloting
place where a list containing his name
is displayed under subsection (3).

(6) Nothing in this part shall be
deemcd to prevent any person whose
name is included in a list prepared
under section 74D (1) from exercising
his right to vote in accordance with any
other provision of this Act and not in
accordance with this part:

Provided that where any
such person desires to vote in
accordaace with any other pro.
vistion of this Awct he shall -
timate the ballot officer in re-
lation to such list wherein his
name is included, not later than
fifteen days before the day ap-
pointed under subsection (1)
for balloting at the balloting
place where he is entitled to
ballot under this part, of his
desire so to do and thereupon
the ballot officer shall make
a note of it in that list and his
name shall not be included in
the list referred to in subsec-
tion (3) or in the copy of the
list referred to in section 74D (3)
and forwarded by the ballot
officer to the Chief Election
Officer.

(7) Subject to the provisions of this
part, the provisicns of this Act in rela-
tion to presiding officers and their func-
tions, polling clerks and their functions,
polling places, preparation for poll and
polling shall mutatis mutandis apply
respectively to, ang in relation to, ballot
attendants, ballot  clerks, balloting
places, preparation for ballot and ballot-
ing under this part.

73
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74F. (1) As soon as possible after the
expiry of the hour appointed for the
closing of balloting in relation to a ballot.
ing place, on the day of the balloting,
the ballot attendant shall deliver per-
sonally the sealed ballot box and the
sealed packets to the ballot officer-

(2) The ballot attendant shall be
responsible for the safe custody of the
baliot box and the aforesaid sealed pack-
ets until they are delivered to the ballot
officer under subsection (1) and there-
after the ballot officer shall deliver them
to the Elections Commission which shall
be responsible for their safe custody un-
til the election day.

(3) On the election day, during
such hours as may be fixed for that pur-
pose by the Elections Commission by
notification in the Gazette, the Elections
Commission shall at a place to be deter-
mined by the Elections Commission
count, 8s provided in subsection (4), the
votes from the sealed ballot boxes re-
ferred to in subsection (1), received by
the Elections Commission from each
ballot officer and the persons who
balloted in accordance with the preced-
ing provisions of this part shall be
deemed for gll the purposes of this Act
to have cast their votes at the election
in the couucil area or local authority
area in which the balloting places were
situated.

{4) the votes deemed under sub-
section (3) to have been cast, at the
election, in each council area or local
authority area shall be counted sep-
arately by the Elections Commission,
and the provisions of stctions, 84,
94 and 95 shall apply mutatis mutandis
in relation to the counting of votes
under this section, the expression “pre-
siding officer” in section 94 being sub-
stituted by the expression “Electiong
Commission”,
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(5) The Elections Commission shall,
after counting the votes but before the

‘close of poll, on election day, com-

municate the valid votes cast for each
list of candidates ¢o each returning
officer for the council area or local
authority area in respect of which the
votes were cast.

74G. (1) The provisions of sections 1118,
121 (1) (a), 125 (a) in so far as it relates
to voting on his own behalf, 125 (d) (i)
and (ii), 126(a) and (b), 128, 129, 130 (a),
®), (. (@, (b) and (). 130 (¢) aad ()
in sg far as they relate to the vote of
any elector at any election, 131 in so far
as it relates to voting in person and 136
shall apply in relation to balloting under
this part subject to the modification that
references therein to —

(@) poll and voting shall be
sonstrued as refefences to
ﬂf)hng uader this part;

(b} a poll clerk and presiding
sidi officer shall be
construed as references to
a ballot cletk and ballot
attendant, respectively.

(2) Subsection (1) shall not be
deemed to modify the law relating to any
other offences under this Act.

74H. (1) In order to give effect to the
right of an elector, who is a member of
any of the disciplined forces, to exercise
his right to ballot in accordance with
the provisions of this part, and consis-
tently with the interests of defence, pub-
lic safety and public order, the Elec-
tions Commission may by order direct
that the provisions of this Act, other
than the provisions of this part, shall
apply to, ang in relation to, the exercise
by members of the disciplined forces of
any right they have to vote at an elec-
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tion, with such adaptations, modifica-
tions, exceptions or qualifications as may
be specified in the order.

(2) An order made under subsec-
tion (1) shall be subject to negative re-
solution of the National Assembly-

e 741. The provisions of this part
eftect shall have effect notwithstanding any-
part; thing contained in any other part of this
Act.”.
Amendment 5. Section 98 of the Principal “Act is hereby amended by
of section

98 of the the insertion immediately after the words “‘section 96 of the words
Principal “and taking into account the votes submitted under section 74F”.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to amend the Local Authorities (Elections) Act, Cap. 28:03,
to provide (as is so provided in the Representation of the People Act, Cap.
1:03, for general elections) for members of the disciplined forces to vote before
election day for local government elections, so that they would be free to per-
form their duties on election day. However, a member of the disciplined forces
has the option whether or not to avail himself of this provision. It also em-

powers the Tlection Commission to amend the register of voters in certain
circumstances.

Samuel Hinds,
Prime Minister.





