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A. D. 1986. 

Short title. 

Cap. 28:02. 
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A BILL 

Intituled 

AN AC'l' to amend the Local Government Act. 

��nactcd by the Parliament of Guyana :-

1. This Act, which amends the Local Government Act,
may be cited as the Local Government (Amendment) Act 1986. 

Insertion of 2. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion
it{{ 1�

e

i��
n 

after section 65 of the following section as section 65A -
Principal 
.\ct. 

"State 
property. 

65A. All property owned by the State within a rating 
area and occupied by, or utilised by, or occupied under 
the authority of, the State, as the case may be, shall 
be liable and subject to rates as is property owned by 
private persons.". 

:f::C«::n� 3. S�ction 67 of the Principal Act is hereby amended in
of the the f ollowmg respects -
Principal 
Act. 

(a) by the substitution for subsection (4) (b) of the
following subsection -

"(4) (b) the rate for the whole year together with
interest at the rate of one per cent in 
excess of the rate at which the local 
authority of a village or country district 
might have borrowed from its bankers on 
the day the rates became due shall there­
upon become due and payable and the 
rate or any portion of it, together with 
interest aforesaid, may be recovered as 
hereinafter provided."; 

(b) by the insertion after subsection (4) of the follow­
ing subsection as subsection (5) -

"(5) A local authority of a village or country 
district may give a discount aot exceeding 
ten per cent on rates due in respect of 
any annual rate when the whole of such 
rates is paid within such period prior to 
the due date for payment of the first 
instalment thereof as may be fixed by the 
local authority from time to time.".
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4.

the following section substituted therefor -
Section 68 of the Principal Act is hereby repealed and

' 
�
of aectton 61 

"ExelDPllaa 
of certala 
property 

·1rom pay­
ment of 
rate.. 

.Ca.JI. lti 
1N3 Bel. 

68. (1) The following shall not be liable or subject
to any rate under this Act -

(a) · every church, chapel, mosque, temple or
school-house devoted to the purposes of 
religion or education and not established 

,with a view to profit, including the land 
whereon every such church, chapel, mos­
que, temple or school-house is m1uate; 

of the 
Prlnelpal 
Act. 

(b) every burial ground e�tablished with the
approval of the Centrill Board of Health 
under section 64 of the · Public Health 
Ordinance;

(c) any land which a local authority is satis­
fied is kept and used mainly as a playing 

· field in connection with the activities of
any school or other educational institution. 

(2) · Where public lands within a village or country
district are held under a lease or are occupied or 
used under any licence or permission and proceedings 
are brought for the recovery of· rate, only the right, 
title and interest of the lessee, licensee or pen:nittee, 
as . the case may be, in the lands shall be taken in 
execution o:r sold. at execution.". 

5. The Principal, A#t is hereby amended by the insertion�.!:\:!
after section 68 of the following section as section 68A - ;i:nct.i• 
:= c!:.. 68A. (1) A Local authority of a village or country dis-Act. 
era of certa1ntrict shall have power Jo exempt from liability to pay 
;::r r�tes either wholly or in part, in respect of the pro-

perties listed in this section, ,the owners· of -

(a) any property used for the advancement of
religion, education or social welfare, not 
with a view to profit; 

(b) any property used mainly for the purpose
_of op,m air games or of open air athletic 
sports and occupied by. a club, society or 
other oritanisation which is not established 
or conducted with a view to profit; 

�.c) property used exclusively for the purposes · 
of a hospital. dispensary or public health 
institution, · · 
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where - the local-authority -is -satisfied that liability to 
pay the whole of the rates would seriously prejudice 
the successful attainment of the objects or purposes 
for which the organisation, club or society exists. 

(2) The Minister may hy order designate any other
priJR�'rty. in .,respect of which, no rates shall be pay­
able.-". 

Amendment 
of sec,ion 71 6. Section 71 (5) of the Principal Act is hereby amended
i

r

r1!�4>al in the following respects -
Act. 

(i) by the deletion of the word "or" at the end of
paragraph t(a);

(iif by the substitution for the comma at the end of 
paragraph (b) of the words "; or"; and 

(iii) by the insertion after paragraph (b) of the follow­
;__�,�-".;.:_ .. - .. Jng-paragraph as paragraph (c) -

"(c) by the other remedies under sections 
85A, 85B and 85C,". 

Insertion
ti

of 7. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion
�;I, s\� 1iJafter section 85 of the following sections as sections 85A, 85B859 I? the and 85C -Prmc1pal 
Act. 

"Certificate. 85A. (1) The local authority of the village or country 
district shall serve by r3gistered post on the person 
liable for payment of rates a statement of his indebtnd­
ness. together with a demand for payment of the rates 
within fourteer. days of the reseipt of the statement. 

(.2) If payment is not made in accordance with 
the demand made under subsection (1) the local au­
thority shall make out a certificate in triplicate in 
such form 1s may be prescribed stating, irrespective 
of the amount. the rates due and payahle, the name 
and address of the owner of the property in respect 
of which the rates became payable and the address 
and description of the property in respect of which 
the demand for the payment of the rates was made. 

,.,, . . (3). On producVon for reqistr::ition of the certi­
ficate, made ont under sn.bsection (2), before the clerk 
of the. mae:istwit0 's court of the magisterial district 
in which the offices of the local auth0rity are situ::ite, 
the clerk of the ma<1istrate's Pnurt shall issue a notice 
tn the owner mentioned in th.� c0rtificate reauir;ng 
him to make any representation within ten days from 



�e .. date of tbe service of the n.oijce, as io why the 
certificate .slfqutd. not � ,:egjs�J:ttcJ.1 . .Mter the expiry 
of the said period of ten aays, Ul&.l'Jpagistrate, upon 
�he 1. production of tll� �J.1lficate .J1nd a copy of the 
µ.o�e together with proof of.. service and on con­
sideratiGn «:i:tbe -�Pr.eff'1.\atioJ,J.(:',�y. may. make 
an .. Ol'der fol".,Jhe rejl$t?'JlfJ..qn Clf th� certificate. The 
Cel'tulWe ,; •n SQ .. l°UWU,reg, .;Sb� .. }lave the same 
fore� and effect ian..4 · .iJ)c p,l'O�eedings may be taken 

. , .: th,reo�- as jf. th�·.·�, �J-tific�t�. 1w.�re a . judgment 
for the State• Oll!:1tU.ed. JD -U.tt Jna11Sti;lte's court for a 
d(mt.. of the amount 1pec:UJeci in the . certificate to- _ 
getber with any iJ:ite�Jt required to be paid by �his
Act to the J�.ay •f .. paymeat. · · 

(4) Rules of practlce may pe made under section
78 of the sununaty Jurisdiction (Magistrates) Act pro- cap. 3:05

viding. for tlie ,procecittre to be follow.ad upon the re-
, · gMratJun bf . rm:ch certificate: . · . 

' • I 

'' ,, . · (5} : &Jl 1,reasonable ·costs and charge$ att�ndant 
. : upon the registration of the- certificate shall be re­

coverable i'n. like. manner • 1f they· had been included 
in s�ch cettif>icate. , 

 . ' ·. '. � . 

(Q>:- Notwlt�ding aay -law ,\q the contrary 
wHe.re j»d,gtnQnt has, .-�een obtained under this section 

. notbiq shall prtvent Uw locJl authority of the' village 
•or ,country. distl"ict £,om levying fifttt .. on immovable
property. wh

_ 
etb�r ol' not the · -defaulting ,rat�payer 

has movable. property. 

a�� .. <1) . N�w�tll)t.andinf,�ny 1aw .tfl_�.- contrary �d =:v·�.:f 
mUlou.t ·PJeJUdiee to iny •(>ther ,rt�Y. rates may be other ·\
-�vtred- by· the looal Jutbority of: -the village or ll01U'GN. 

country district - . , · 
'. � ' 

• 

< ' �' < - ,� : , 1· : ,.::;, 

,'.(ll) . by n<nii}!ihg the eniployer, in 8\1¢4 f9rm as '•may 
,: · be .:Feterib�d, of the ju,dgm,tnt- against the de- .. 

. faulting ratep.ij,er ,� instr;octing, the employer 
,to ,d,e4uet "'8ekl, or monthly, ·as.: the case may 
be; 81 sum ·-not � exeess Qf one.tlm'd of the gross
s�- of,'the,.defa\llting -r�er,- and pay over
the M,lount .or"e:J,edu� .. ·.to- ti.e-:tocal authoJ;ity· in such manner as may -be prescrilied, imd the · 

; employer . shall ,b� '..l>Qund' · to·, .deduct and make -. 
payment over to the local authority such amount 
until .tbe:ntes,bave been .fully paid or qntn in-

., ... :-� - st:ructitd: by -the, 1ocll cauthority to ·cease making 
: ·, .,ded1Jetionst ·•· '; · n;' 



6 

(b) by notifying in :;uch form as may be prescribed,
the State agencies that purchase produce from
tanners ana other persons who are indebted to
the local authority ior rates, of the judgment and
instruming the State agencies to deduct, on every
occasion a purchase is made, an·· amount not in
excess of one-third of the proceeds of sale of
produce and pay over the amount so deducted
to the local authority of the village or country
district, in such manner as may be prescribed,
and the State agencies ..shall be bound to deduct
and make payment over to the local authority
such amount until the rates have been fully paid·
or until instructed by the local authority to cease
making deductions;

(c) by notifying, in such form as may be prescribed,
any · person, including banks and other financial
institutions, of the judgment and requiring that
person, notwithstanding any law to the contrary,
to state whether that person has in his possesslon
any assets for and on behalf of the defaulting
ratepayer including moneys, bank deposits or
securities owned wholly or partly by the default­
ing ratepayer, and whether the defaulting rate­
payer rents from ,that person any safety deposit
box or other depository facilities, and that person
shall be bound to answer such questions promptly
and accurate)y in such form as may be pre­
scribed and shall keep in his possession any such
assets for and on behalf of the defaulting rate­
payer in safe custody and not deliver possession
thereof to tl!e defaulting ratepayer or any other
person without a written discharge from the local
authority indicating that the debt has been paid;

(b) by applying, after serving a notice of the ju<1g­
ment obtained by the local authority on any
person who keeps any safety deposit box or other
depository facility rented by the defaulting rate­
payer, in a summary manner bv way of an affi­
davit to a mai;?istrate for an order of attachment
in respect of the contents of the safety deposit
box or other depository facility.

(2) In this section "State agency" includes -

(i) any Ministry, department or office of
the Government and any public corpora­
tion or other corporate body in which
the controllin� interest vests jn the State
or in any agency on behalf of the State;



Garnish­
ment.. 

(il) all ·· democra,tic organs; · · , 

(iii) · c9-0perative societies regiStered under cap. •:01.

the Co-operative Societies Act; and,

(iv), any othef body, establishment or under-
taking specified by the Minister by order
having regard to 'the nejure of the under-

\ taking or the service· it renders. 
. 

' '< .

(3) Any person or, any State agency not being a
Ministry, department or "Office of the Government .con­
travening the -provisions 'of ,this. section shall be guilty
of an -offence and shall be liable on summary · con-

·· viction to a . fine of live hundred ·clollars· or to im-
prisonment. for six months. 

• .J� 

•
---

' 
' •, ' 

85C. (1) Wben the local . authority of the village or
country district has knowledg� or suspects that a per· 
son is or is- about ito become indebted · or liable . to 
male any payment· to, 8' defaulting ratfpayer, the local
authority may, by �gistered letter or by letter served 
personally, require that person to pay the moneys 
otherwise payable to: the· def�ulting. ratepayer in whole 

' or in pm to . the. local . authority . on .account of ··me
. liability• -of the · def.aulting ratepayer. . .. 

...._ ,' -

(2) ·The. receipt of the local authority of the
village or, country district for moneys paid as required 
under this section shaU to the extent of . the payment
be a good and sufficient discharge ,of the original
liability -

(a) of· the. ��on who· pays sqcli moneys to 
the. local authority to the defaulting rate-

. pay('r; . . 

, (b) of the defaulting ratepayer. 
,/' . ' . . 

 (3) Every persoh wh<>"has: discharged. any liability
to a defaulting ratepayer without complying with a
requirement under this section: shall be• liable to pay 
:to ·the· local authority ef. the village or country dis- .
tric� as·· a debt due to tile. �ocal authority an �ount 
equal to· th,e liability discharged or the amount . which 
he was re<'luired under this section to pay to 'the 
loc;al authority, which ever is less. · · , · -

' · . . (4). �ere a person who \is or is �bout to become 
·indebted or· Jfable to make any payment to a d�ault-
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ing ratepayer carries on business under a name or 
style other than his own name, the registered or other 
letter under subsection (1) may be addressed to the 
name or style under which he carries on business and, 
in the case of personal service, shall be deemed to 
have been validly served if it has been left with an 
adult person employed at the place of business of 
the addressee. 

(5) W�ere the persons who are or are about to
become indebted or liable to make any payment to 
a defaulting ratepayer carry on business in partner­
ship, the registered or other -letter under subsection 
fl) may be addressed to the partnership name and, 
in the case of personal service, shall be deemed to 
have been validly served if it has been served on 
one of the partners or left with an adult person em­
ployed at the place of the partnership.". 

:5,;
rt
=u:! . 8. The Principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion

110A 1n the m Part XIII after section 170 of the following section as sec­
I�c:1pa1 tion 170A -

"llfful•· tlom. 170A. Subject to negative resolution of the National
Assembly, the Minister may make regulations for 
giving effect to this Act and anything which is to be 
prescribed in pursuance of this Act shall, unless the 
context otherwise requires, be prescribed by such re­
gulations.". 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

This Bill seeks to amend the Local Government Act, Cap. 28:02, 
to facilitate the speedy collection of rates by local authorities. 

Clause 2 of the Bill seeks to insert a new section 65A in the Act so 
as to make property owned by the State liable for the payment of rates. 

Clause 3 of the Bill seeks to amenc;l section 67 of the Act to allow 
the rate of interest charged on arrears to be one per . cent above the rate 
at which th� local ·authority mi1tht have borrowed from a bahk on the 
day the rates became due · and also to give discount to persons who pay 
their rates in full before the due date for payment of the first instalment. 

Clause 5 of the Bill seeks to insert a new section 68A in the Act 
so as to give power to the local authority to exempt fJ:901 payment of 
rates in respect of certain pronerties beloni:,ing to religious, educational, 
social welfare, sports and hospital organisations. 
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'Clause 7 of the Bill seeks to inser.t sections· 85A, 85:B and 85C in 
the Act to provide other remedies for rate recovery. \ 

Clause 8 of the Bill· seeks to · insert section 170A in the . Act so u 
to empower the Minister to, make regulations for giving effect to the Act. 

(LG : 15/4/121'� 

(Bill No. 14/1986) 

Gowkarran Sharma, , 
Minister within the Office 
of the Presidept. 
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