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J. BILL 

Intituled 

.AN ACT to make provieion far the receipt, and payment, 

in specified foreign currency of coats and charges 

1n respect of the stay of fareign nationals 1n 

hotels 1n Guyana and for matters collllected there'lli't'h. 

Enacted by the Parliament of �anal-

1. This J.ct may be cited as the Hotels (Receipt

of Charges in Specified Foreign Currency) Act 1989 and 

shall come into operation on such <late as 1he Jllinister 

may, by order, appoint. 



Interpretation. 2.(1) In this Act -

(a) •approved hotel• means a hotel approved

by the Minister for the purposes of 

this Act under section 3(1) alld the 

approval has not expired or been 

suspended or revoked; 

(b) •authorised dealer• has the same meaning

Cap. 86:01 as in the Exchange Control Act; 

(c) •credit card• means a credit card, the

amounts charged by Virtue of which is 

payable in any specified foreign 

currency, and issued by a company 

recognised for the purposes of this 

Act by the Minister by notification 

in the Gazette; 

(d) •foreign°r" means a person who does not

belong to <hiyana; 

(e) •foreign currency• means any currency

other than Guyana dollars and includes 

a right to receive aey currency other 

than Guyana dollars in respect of any 

credit or balance at a bank and a 

travellers' cheque or draft expressed 

in a currency other than Guyana 

dollars and drawn by a bank; 

(f) •hotel• includes a boarding house, guest 

house, inn and lodging house; 
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4. 

(g) llmember of the family•, in relation to

a foreigner, means his or her spouse 

and eons and daughters, and the 

spouse of any such son or daughter; 

(h) "owner• in relation to a hotel means

the person "Who owns, or carries on 

the business of, the hotel; 

(i) "prescribed" means prescribed by

reg ulations made by the Minister; 

(j) •specified foreign currency• means any

foreign currency specified by the 

Minister by order for the purposes 

of this Aqt. 

P'or the purposes of thiB Act • 

(a) references to a son or daughter shall

be deemed tQ include references to a

step-son or adopted son or to a step-

daughter or adopted da\J8hter, as the

case may be;

(b) a person. shall be deemed to belong to

Guyana only if he is a citizen of Guyana

or a dependant of any such citizen.

(3) Expressions used in this Act and not defined,

but defined in the Immigration Act, shall have the 

meanings assigned to them in that Act. 

3.(1) The Minister may, with the consent of the 

owner of a hotel, approve the hotel for the purposes of 

thiA Act. 



5. 

(2) The approval of a hotel under subsection (1)

shall be -

(a) subject to the provisions of this Act,

such conditions as may be prescribed 

and any other cond itions that may be 

specified by the Minister while

granting the approval;

(b) valid, subject to the other provisions

of this Act, for such period as may be

sp ecified by the Minister.

(3) The Minister may revoke the approval of an

approved hotel -

(a) if he is satisfied that the owner of

the hotel has oo n travened, o-r failed to

comply with, any provision of this Act

or any condition subject to which the

approval was granted:

Provided that the approval of a 

hotel shall not be revoked under this 

paragraph unless the owner of the hotel 

has been given a reasonable opportunity 

to show cause against such revocation 

or" approval. 

(b) if the owner of the hotel requ.:.sts that

� the approval be revoked.

(4) The Minister may suspend the approval of an

approved hotel pending investigation into any allegation 

that the owner of the approved hotel has contravened, or 

failed to comply with, any provision of this Act or any 

condition subject to which the approval was granted. 
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(5) The approva1 of a hotel under this section and

the revocation or suspension �f such approval shall be 

notified in the Gazette. 

4.(1) The owner of an approved hotel shall claim

and receive from a foreigner, and a foreigner shall pey 

to the owner of an approved hotel, the cost and all 

other charges, payable by a foreigner for, and in 

connection with, the stay in that hotel of himself and 

any member of his family accompanying him in specified 

foreign ctirrency and such cost and other charges shall 

not be claimed or recejved, or paid, in any other 

currency. 

(2) The cost and charges referred to in subsection

(1) shall include the oost and charges for the supply,

by an approved hotel of food and beverages to the 

foreigner, or any member of his family accompanying 

him, staying in tha't hotel, or to any guest of any such 

foreigner or member of his family. 

(3) Where any sum paid in specified foreiBU

currency to the owner of an approved hotel, or deposited 

wit� him, by any foreigner, by virtue of the provisions 

of subsection (1), is required to be refunded to the 

foreigner by such owner under any law, or contract 

relating to the stay o:f the foreigner, or any member o.f 

his family accompanying him, in the approved hotel, the 

refund shall be made in the currency in which the payment 

was made, in accordance with the procedure specified by 

the Minister by order. 

5.(1) The :foreign currency received by any person 

for, or in connection wit�. the stay of any foreigner or 

any member of his family in an,y approved hotel, or 

. +-



7. 

otherwise in the course of the bus;Lness of the hotel, 

shall be offered, or caused to be offered, by such 

person, within three days from the date of the receipt 

thereof, for sale to an authorised dealer. 

( 2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub­

section (1), the Liinister may, subject to such conditions 

as may be specified by him, consent to the retention by 

the O\'mer of an approved hotel, out of the amount in foreicn 

currency received by him in the course of the business 

of the hotel, such sum, for use for such purpose, and 

for such period when the hotel continues to be an 

approved hotel, as may be speci::ied by tr..e w'.ini:::ter: 

Provided that the Minister may for good and 

sufficient cause extend the time specified by him undw 

this subsection or revoke the consent, but such revocation 

shall not be made unless the owner of the approved hotel 

has been given a reasonable opportunity to show cause 

138ainst such revocation. 

(3) Where the Minister has revoked the consent

given under subsection (2) for the retention of any sum 

of foreign currency by the owner of an approved hotel 

for use for any purpose, such owner shall, within three 

days from the date of the reTocation of such consent, 

offer or cause to be offered for sale to an au�horised 

dealer the sum of foreign currency so allowed to be 

reta;l.ned and not used for the said purpose before the 

revocation of such consen�. 

(4) Where the Minister has consented to the

retention by the owner of an approved hotel of any BUii 

of foreign currency under subsection (2) for use for any 

purpose within a specified period and such 01111er does 
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not uae the whole or any part of such foreign currency

for that purpose, within the period allowed therefor, 

subsection (3) shall apply in relation to the sum of 

foreign currency not so used as if the Mini ster had 

revoked hie consent, for the retention and use thereof, 

immediately after the expiry of the s aid period. 

6. The owner of a hotel, not being an approved

hotel, shall not allow a foreigner or any member of the 

family of the foreigner accompanying him, to stay in 

the hotel unless such owner is satisfied that the 

foreigner has sold, after his arrival in Guyana on that 

occasion, to an authorised dealer an adequate sum of

specified foreign currency , not being a sum which ia 

less �ban the prescribed minimum sum. 

7. The owner of every hotel shall keep a register,

in such form as may be prescribed, wherein shall be 

entered the name, permanent address, nationality,and 

such other particulars as may be prescribed,of every 

person allowed 1D stay in the hotel. 

8.(1) The owner of an approved hotel shall, in 

addition to th� register referred to in section 7(1), 

keep such books and accounts in respect of the business 

of the approved hotel, in such form and containing 

such particulars, as may be prescribed. 

(2) The owner of an approved hotel shall give to a

person staying in the hotel a receipt in such form and 

containing such particulars as may be prescribed and ehall

retain a duplicate of the receipt. 



9. ( 1) !he owner of an approved hotel shall make an4

furniah quarterly to the Minister a true and correct 

return 1n such form, and containing such particular•, a• 

may be prescribed, of the business of the approved hotel 

in the preceding quarter. 

(2) The return referred to 1n aubsection (1),

relatillg to  any quarter shall be furnished to the 

Minister within such period, after the expiry of the 

quarter, as ma.y be prescribed. 

10. Any public officer authorised by the Miniil ter

1n that behalf may, during any ti.a aen a hotel ie 

open for admit ting persons for stay therein or for 

allowing any person staying 1n the hotel to waeate the 

acco11111104ation wherein he is staying, enter the premises 

of the hotel and -

(a) request the owner or anr other person

employed 1n connection w ·t:1 ,he bueineaa

of the hotel to produce the register•,

accounts, books and other records and

documents relating to the business of

the hotel fOW1d there;

(b) examine and take copies of registers,

accounts, books and other records and

document• referred to in paragraph (a);

(c) question any such owner or other person

1n respect of the stay of any person in 1b8 hotel;

(d) Terify the foreign currency or other sums ef

money or negotiable instruments found there,

and any person to whom any request is made under paragraph 

(a) sha1l canply with the request and any person who is 

questioned under paragraph (c) shall answer the questions 

truthfully. 
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11. When a foreigner, to whom section 14 or any

order made thereunder does not apply, leaves Guyana after

a. period of stay in Guyana, he shall, if ao requested

by an immigration officer, produce evidence to t�e 

satisfactio� of such officer that during the aforesaid 

period of stay he has, so as to comply with the 

provisions of section 4 or 6, as the case may be, 

utilised -

(a) an adequate sum of specified fore:ign

currency, to meet the coot and other

charges referred to in section 4 in a

case where that section applies; or

(b) by ea.le to an authorised dealer, an

adequate sum of specified foreign

currency, not being a sum which is lees

than the prescribed minimum sum, in a

case where section 6 applies.

12. Where any foreigner has in his possession

a credit card in his name -

(a) section 4 shall be deemed to have been

compli·ed with if the fore:i@ler has

charged to the company that issued the

credit card, in any specified foreign

currency, the cost and all other charges

payable by the foreigner for, and in 

connection with, the stay in an approved 

hotel of himself and the members of his 

family accompanying him; 

(b) section 6 shall be deemed to have been

complied with if the foreigner has



11. 

charged to the company, that issued 

the cred it card, in any specified 

fore:i€n currency, a sum which is not 

less than the prescribed minimum sum, 

to make payments to meet t�e expanses 

in Guyana of the foreigner and the 

manbers of his family accompanying him. 

1 :,. Notwi thstandi.D€; anything ccmtained in the 

Exchange ao�trol Act, an approved hotel shall not be 

authorised to act as an authorised dealer. 

14. ( 1) The Minister may by order exempt any person

or class of. persom from all or any of the provisions 

of section 4, 6 or 11, haVing regard to the country of

his or their nation¥itY or the purpose of his or 

their arrival in Guyana. 

(2} Without prejudice to the provisions of 

subsection (1), the follow:!Jlg persons shall be exempt 

from the provisions of sections 4, 6 and 11 -

(a) any person, being an employee of an

international organisation of which

Guyana is a member, arriving in Guyana

in connection with his official functions,

or any person arriving in Guyana to take

up, to continue, or in C(l(ltlection with,

any assigI111Ellt by any such international 

organisation; 

(b) any person arriving in Guyana to take

up or -to continue any employment -

Approved hotel 
not to be 
appointed 
authorised 
dealer. 
Cap. 86:01 
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Penalties. 

12. 

(i} in the public service, or w ith any 

public corporation. or any bofy 

cor:porate, oYned by, or in which 

the controlling interest vests in, 

the Stat� or any agency on behalf 

of the State; or 

(ii) with any other employer. where the

employment h11s been approved by

the Minister; 

(c) any forei8ner who has been granted

penaanent resident statue in Guyana;

and

(d} any member of the family of any person 

exempted by paragraph (a), ( b) or (c). 

15. (1} The owner of any _approved hotel who

contravenes section 4 shall be liable, on swnmary 

conviction, to a fine of ten thousand dollars and 

imprisonment for one year. 

(2) Any person who fails to sell to an authorised

dealer foreign currency, required by section 5 to be 

sold to an authorised dealer, before the expiry of the 

time allowed therefor by that section, shall, on 

summary conviction, be liable to a fine •hich shall 

not be less than three times the value of such foreigp 

currency or five thousand dollars, whichever is higher, 

a!id to imprisonment for three years and the court 

convicting the person shall forfeit the currency in 

r�sp��t of which the o�ience was COl!ll'1itted. 



13. 

(3) Any person who is guilty of the cmtravention

pf any other provision of this Act, not being section 

1t, shall, on sununary conviction, be liable to a fine 

;f five thousand dollars and to illlprisonment for one 

year. 

16. ( 1) The Minister may make regulations for

carrying out the purposes of this Act. 

(2) Vithout prejudice to the generality of the

provisions of subsection (1), such regulations may, 

in particular, proVide for all or any of the follov1DB 

matters -

(a) the conditions subject to which a hotel

1a approved;

(b) the minimum sum for the purposes ot

eecttons 6, 11 and 12;

(a) the form of the register referred to

in section 7 and the particulars that

it shall contain;

(d) the books and accounts that the owner

of an approved hotel i� required to

keep under section 8(1), the forms

thereof and the particulars they shall

contain;

Power to 
make 
regulations. 

(e) the form of the receipt referred to in

___ ,ec...ll_on aw and the arjiculars it 
------�-------.....I 



14. 

13.llall cai.tain; 

(f) the farm of the quarterly return

referred to in section 9(1), the

particulars it shall contain and the

time within which it shall be

furnished;

(g) any other matter that is required to be,

or may be, prescribed.

EXPLANATORY M»lORANDUJII 

This Bill is intended to ensure that the 

cost and other charges, in respect of the stay of any 

foreigner in any hotel in Guyana, are paid in a 

specified foreign currency if the hotel is an approved 

hotel for the purposes of the legislation or, if the 

hotel is not an approved one, by obtaining Guyana 

dollars by the sale, to an authorised dealer, of an 

adequate sum of specified foreign currency. Provisions 

in this respect are sought to be made by clauses 4 and 

6 of the Bill. 

2. Clause 3 of the Bill seeks to make provisions

for the approval of hotels for the purposes of the 

legislation and the revocation and suspension of such 

approval. Under that clause a hotel cannot be approved 

without the consent of the owner thereof. 

3. Clause 5 of the Bill seeks to make provisions

in respect of the sale, to a�. authorited dealer, of

foreign currency received for or in connection with 

the stay, in approved hotels, of foreigners or members 

of their families accompanying thaa,and the power of the 
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Minister to authorise the 01111er of an approved hotel 

to retain part of the foreign currency for specified 

purposes. 

4. Clauses 7 to 10 of the Bill seek to make

provisions 1n respect of the maintenance ofrecords by 

approved end other hotels and related matters. 

5. Under clause 11 of the Bill a foreigner

while leaving Guyana after a period of stay therein 

shall, if so required by an immigration officer, 

satisfy that officer that he has utilised an adequate 

sum of specified foreign currency to canply with the 

provisions of clause 4 or 6, as the case may be, of 

the Bill. 

6. Clause 12 of i;ne Bill seeks to make provisions

in respect of foreigners who utilisA �redit cards and 

clause 14 in respect of the exemption of certain 

categories of foreigners from th1) provisions of clauses 

4, 6 and 11 of the Bill. 

7. Clause 15 9f the Bill seeks to prescribe the

penalties for the contravention of its provisions. 

Dated this -2nd day of November, 1989 • 

Minister of Finance 
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