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A BILL
Intituled

AN ACT to make provision for the functions and
finances of local democratic organs and for

matters connected therewith,.

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyanas-

PART I
PRELIMINARY

1. This Act may be cited as the Local
Democratic Organs (Functions and Finances) Act
1990 and shall come into operation on such date

as the Minister may appoint by order,

In this Act =

(a) "Amerindian Area", "Amerindian
District" and "Amerindian Village"
mean any of the Amerindian Areas,
Amerindian Districts and
Amerindian Villagesset out in the

Schedule to the Amerindian Act;

(b) "Area", in relation to any local

democratic organ, means the area for

Short title and
cormencement.

Interpretation.

Cap. 29:01



No.

No .

No,

12 of 1980

12 of 1980

12 of 1980

(c)

(d)

(e)

10,

which the local democratic organ

is established;

"community® means any of the

communities into
is divided by an
Local Democratic
and includes any
communities into
of Georgetown is

aforesaid;

which a district
order under the
Organs Act 1980
of the

which the City

divided as

"community democratic council®

means a community democratic

council established for any community

by an order under the Local

Democratic Organs Act 1980;

"district® means

any of the

districts into which a sube-region

is divided by an

Local Democratic

order under the

Organs Act 1980;



()

()

(h)

(i)

11,

“district democratic council" means
any district democratic council
established for a district by an
order under the Local Democratic

Organs Act 1980;

"financial year" means a period
of twelve months commencing on the

first day of January;

"local democratic organ" means every =

(1) regional democratic concilj;

(1ii) sub-regional democratic

councilg

(111) district democratic council;

(iv) community democratic council;

(v) neighbourhood democratic

council; and

(vi) people's co-operative

democratic council;

"neighbourhood™ means any neighbour-

hood into which a community is
divided by an order under the Local
Democratic Organs Act 1980 and
includes a nesighbourhood into which

a town is divided as aforesaid;

No.

No.

12 of

12

of



No.

No.

No.

No.

12 of 1980

12 of 1980

12 of 1980

12 of 1980

(J)

(k)

(1)

(m)

12,

"neighbourhood democratic council®
means any neighbourhood democratic
council established for a neigh=-
bourhood by an order under the Local

Democratic Organs Act 1980;

"people's co~operative democratic
council™ means any people's co-
operative democratic council
established for a people's co=-

operative unit by an order under the

Local Democratic Organs Act 1980;

"people's co-operative unit" means

any people's co-operative unit into
which a neighbourhood is divided by an
order under the Local Democratic
Organs Act 1980 and includes any
people's co-operative unit into which
any Amerindian Area, Amerindian
District or Amerindian Village is

divided as aforesaid;

"region" and "regional democratic
council”™ have the same meanings as

in the Local Democratic Organs Act 1980;



13,

(n) “sub-region®™ means any sub-region
intae which a region is divided by
NB. 12 of 1980
an order under the Local Democratic

Organs Act 1980;

(o) "sub-regional democratic council"
means any sube-regional democratic
council established for a sub-
No. 12 of 1980
region by an order under the Local

Democratic Organs Act 1980;

(p) "town™ means the Town of New
Amsterdam and any town established
under section 33 of the Municipal

and District Councils Act, Cap. 28:01

PART 11

RIGHTS, DUTIES, OBLIGATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES
OF LOCAL DEMOCRATIC ORGANS

Regional Democratic Councils

3.(1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2}, Powers in
respect of
where in the opinion of the Minister any works of special
works,

empoldering or drainage or irrigation are of such
magnitude as to necessitate special provisions, the

Minister may declare those works to be special works,



14,

(2) Where any works of the nature referred to
in subsection (1) are proposed to be constructed in more
than one region or where the properties situated in
more than one region are likely to derive benefit from
such works, the Minister may declare such works to be
special works, if all the regional democratic councils
concerned agree on the authority by which the powers
and duties conferred and imposed, by subsections (3),
(4) and (6), in relation to special works shall be
exercised and discharged and delegate to that authority
all the powers and duties conferred and imposed on them
by the aforesaid provisions to be exercised and discharged

in the manner provided therein,

(3) Where the Minister, acting under the powers
conferred on him by subsection (1), declares any works
to be special works, the regional democratic council

for the region, wherein such works are situeted, shall
have the same powers and duties in respect of such works

as a local authority for the concerned district has in
r%:pect of the same under sections 123 to 126 (inclusive)
e
Cap. 28:02 of/Local Government Act ard the provisions contained in

the sections aforesaid shall have application in respect

of such special works as if any reference therein =

(a) to the local authority of the
district or local authority were
reference to the concerned

regiongl democratic council;



15
(b) to the district, village or
country district were reference

to the concerned region;

(c) to the chairman of the local
authority were reference to the
chairman of the concerned

regional democratic council,

(4) In the matter of the assessment, collection
and recovery of the amounts payable by way of contri=-
bution to the cost of exscution of the special works,
under the provisions of section 123 of the Local
Government Act made applicable, by subsection (3), in
respect of the special works, the provisions relating Cap, 28:02
to the levy, collection and recovery of rates in
Part III of this Order shall mutatis mutandis apply, and

in addition the following provisions shall have effect =

(a) the regional democratic council may
exempt from payment therseof, wholly
or partially, all the properties in

any part of the region or any
property, which, in its opinion,

does not derive any benefit, or

does not derive benefit equally with
other properties of the region or
other properties, from the special

works ; and



l6.

(b) where, in the opinion of the regional
democratic council, the properties in
any part of the region or any
property derives greater benefit
from the special workg than the
properties in other parts of the region
or other properties, the regional
democratic council may lewy on the
properties in such part of the region,
or such property, which derives
greater benefit, a rate higher than
the rate 1levied
on the properties in such other parts
of the region or such other properties,

as the case may be,

(5) The provisions of this section shall

mutatis mutandis apply to the works of empoldering or

drainage or irrigation declared by the Minister before
the commencement of this Act to be special works under
Cap., 28:02 section 122 of the Local Government Act, whether or

not construction of such works has been commenced or
completed eithear wholly or in part before the
commencement of this Act; and all such special works,
the construction of which has been completed wholly
or in part shall, on and from such date and subject

to such terms and conditions as may be specified by

the Ministgr, vest in any regional democratic council



17.

for the rggion, or jointly in the regional democratic

.councils for the regions, wherein such special works are

situated, in the same manner as if such special works

were constructed by the regional democratic council or

regional democratic councils jointly, as the case may

be.

(6) It shall be the duty of a regional
democratic council, or regional democratic councils
Jointly, as the case may be, to maintain in proper

repair -

(a) the special works referred to in

subsection (1); and

(b) on and from such date as may be
specified by the Minister, the
special works referred to in

subsection (5).

4.(1) A regional democratic council shall have
powsr to ensure that the laws regulating matters
relating to the working conditions and terms of
employment of workmen and all other matters relating
to the relationship between employers and employees

are fully implemented in =

(a) plantations; and

Powers in
regard to
working
conditions.
of labour,



(b) such mines and industries as may,
having regard to the size or
national importance or both of such
mine or industry, be specified by
the Minister (hersinafter referred to
as specified establishments).
(2) Where a regional democratic council
receives any complaint that any employer in relation
to any plantation or specified establishment has
failed to comply with any such law as is referred to in
subsection (1), the chairman of the regional democratic
council or such other person as may be authorised by
him shall investigate into that complaint and where, on
receipt of the report of such investigation, the regional
democratic council is satisfied that the employer has
failed to comply with any such law, it shall direct
such employer to comply with such law within such time
as may be specified in the direction and any failure
by the employsr to comply with any such direction
within the time so specified shall be an offence,

(3) In this section and section 50,
"plantation" means land, measurigg not less than one
hundred acres, which is subject to agricultural
activity in an organised manner,

Hospitals,
higher

educational Se A regional democratic council shall have
institutions

and research power to establish and maintain =
centres,



powar to -

19,

(a) one or more hospitals and medical

research centres for the regionj;

(b) subject to the provisions of the
Education Act and the Public Health
capo 39:01
Ordinancs, one or more institutions Cap, 145 =
1953 Edn,
for higher education and researchj}

and

(c) one or more centres for research into

ways and means of improving cattle
breeding, poultry farming or dairy

farming or agriculture,

A regional democratic council shald have Industrial
estates
atc,

(a) establish and maintain one or more

industrial estates for the regionj;

(b) make arrangements for the supply
of electricity and water to such

industrial estates;

(¢) hire out or transfer by outright sale
or by hire=-purchase the sheds in the
industrial estates to persons derious

of starting any industry therein,



20.

subject to such terms and conditions

as may be specified, by by-laws, including
terms and conditiouns relating to treat-
ment of effluents or other measures to
to be taken to prevent water and

atmospheric pollution;

(d) ostablish and maintain information
centres to furnish information to
prospective industrialists on raisiang
of finance. availability of raw
materials, marketing of manufactured
products, the law relating to industries
and employment of labour, corporations,
import and export of goods and related

matters;

(e) encourage persons to manufacture or
produce various industrial products which

are in shart supply, and for this

purpose plan the industrial activity in
the region and make recommondations to
the Government on establishment of
industries in the region and the
inducements to be offered to persons

who are desirous of setting up industries

in the region,
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7.(1) There shall be, if a regional democratic %ggigggjlary.
council so resolves, a constabulary for the region
for which the regional democratic council is estabe~
lished, to be designated as Regional Constabulary for

the region,

(2) The Regional Constabulary shall consist of
such officers, non-commissioned officers and constables,
as the regional democratic council deems hecessary or

desirable, who shall be in the service of that council.

(3) Every member of the Regional Constabulary

shall have in the relation to =

(a) any offence committed against this Act,
or the regulations or by-laws

under

made/ the Local Democratic Organs Act No. 12

of 1980
1980 or this Act by the Regional

Democratic Council in whose service
he is for the time being, or against
any other law made applicable to the
region by any of the provisions of

this Act; and

(b) any offence committed in any place

vested in, or under the control of,



22,
any logcal democratic organ, or in any

public place, in the region,

all the powers, and is entitled to all the privileges and
immunities, conferred on a police constable by any law for

the time being in forcee.

(4) The provisions contained in sections 127
Cape. to 133 (inclusive), section 135, section 136,
28:01 sections 138 to 142 (inclusive) and the Second Schedule
of the Municipal and District Councils Act shall apply
to, and in relation to, a Regional Constabulary established
for a region in the same manner as they apply to, and

in relation to, a town constabulary established by section

125(1) of that Act subject to the modifications that =

(a) reference in the said provisions to -

(1) "town constabulary" or "constabulary"
shall be deemed to be reference to

Regional Constabulary;

(1) "town clerk" shall be deemed to
be reference to the clerk of the

regional democratic councilj;

iii section 1 shall be
Cap. 28:01 (111) 33 .
deemed to be reference to that
section as modified by this section
while applying to a Regional

Constabulary;
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(iv) "council® shall be deemed to be
reference to the regional

democratic council;

(v) "this Act", in section 135, shall
be deemed to be reference to this

Act;

(iv) "“the City or the Town, as the case
may be, in which he is serving"
shall be deemed to be reference to
the region in which he is serving;

and

(b) in section 136(2) reference to "section
313" shall be deemed to be reference

to section 48 of this Act,.

(5) The powers conferred upon the officer in
charge of a Regional Constabulary to exercise disciplinary
control over the members of the Regional Constabulary,
by virtue of the application, by subsection (4), of
sections 131, 132 and 133 of the Municipal and District
Councils Act to, and in relation to, the Regional
Constabulary shall be deemed to have been delegated to
the officer in charge of the Regional Constabulary by

the regional democratic council, -

Cap .
28:01
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(6) Wnere a constable of the Regional Constabulary
lays an information or makes a complaint against any
person in respect of any offence referred to in subsection
(3), any member of a Regional Constabulary not below the
rank of corporal and serving in the same Regional

Constabulary as the aforesaid consiable may appear before
a magistrate exercising jurisdiction in the matter and

shall have the same privileges as to addressing the
magistrate and examining the witnesses produced in the
matter as the constable who laid the information or

made the complaint would have had,

(7) A regional democratic council shall

have power to establish and maintain =

(a) one or more forensic laboratories,
which shall be made available also
for use by the Rural Constabulary
for each or the neighbourhoods in the

regionj and

(b) one or more training centres for
training members of the Regional
Constabulary and of the Rural
Constabulary for each of the

neighbourhoods in the region,



8. R regional democratic council shall have

power to =

(a)

(b)

(¢)

maintain .such of the public roads
and bridges existing in the region on

the commencement of this Act (not )
Construction

being roads and bridges referred to 2nd main-
tenance of

. . 27 d f h Mmajor roads
n section 27(1)), on and from suc and bridges

d ified th and organisa=-

ay, as may bs specified by e gl oyl

Minister, and on and from the port
facilitias,

date so specified the control and
management of such roads and bridges
shall vest in the regional democratic

council;

construct and maintain roads and
bridges linking. the various centres
of production and urban centres in
the region, and linking such centres
to points of export and import and

the capital uf Guyana; and

organise a transport system,

whether by itself or along with other
persons, for the transport of persons,
goods and animals and regulate by

rules such transport system,



26.

Coordination 9 A regional democratic council shall make
of activities

of local every effort to coordinate the acitivities of all
democratic

organs in the local democratic ergans in the region and provide
region

the other local democratic orgamns in the region with

such services or support as they may seek.

General 10, Without pre judice to any other provision
powers of

regional contained in this Part, it shall be the duty of every
democratic

councils. regional democratic council

(a) to manage, maintain and develop
such facilities and to provide
such services as may be specified by

the Minister;

(b) to identify, quantify and evaluate
regional resources, including

manpower resources;

(c) to coordinate and prepare annual,
medium term and long term
deve lopment plans for the region;
(d) to implement, monitor and evaluate

regional plans and programme; and

(e) to implement or manage, or both,
such projects and programme, as
may be spscified by the Minister,
on behalf of the Government or

other agencye.



11,

the prior approval of the Minister and subject to such

27.

00022,

A regional democratic council may, with Delegation of

terms and conditions as the Minister may specify,

delegate any of its powers to any other local

democratic organ in the region,

Sub=regional Democratic Councils

12,

A Suberegional democratic council shall

have powsr to construct and maintain any works of

empoldering or drainage or irrigation (not being any

works declared by the Minister to be special works

under section 3(1) or (2)) which shall be of benefit

to the entire sube-region and in relation to any such

wotk the suberegional democratic council shall have

the sams powers and duties as a regional democratic

council has in relation to any works declared by the

Minister to be special works and such powers and

duties shall be exercised and discharged by the sub-

regional democratic council in relation to such

works in the same manner as the regional democratic

council may exercise and discharge such powers and

duties in relation to such special works.

13.(1)

have powsr =

AR suberegional democratic council shall

powsrs by
regional
democratic
council to
other local
democratic
organs,

Powers in
respect of
works of
empoldering,
drainage and
irrigation.

Other
functions of
sub-regional
democratic
councils,
Cap, 91:01



(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(8)

()

28,

subject to the Trade Act, to make
arrangements for, and regulate,

the supply of essential commodities
to the people in the suberegion;

to make arrangements for, and
regulate, the supply of inputs
needed for agricultura;

to prepare and implement, in co-
operation with other local
democratic organs in the sub-region,
plans for the agricultural activity
in the sube-region, having regard

to the need to make the best uss

of the available agricultural land
and the need to produce agricultural
products which are in short supply,
and for the development of dairy
farming, poultry farming and cattle
breeding;

to establish and maintain

veterinary hospitals;

to prepare and implement plans for
developing industries related to
forest products;

to make arrangements for the
marketing of agricultural products,

forest products and products of



29.

dairy farming, poultry farming and
cattle breeding, and of industries
related to such products, produced
in the sube-region so as to ensure
that such products get remunerative
prices;
(g) to encourage, by financial assistance
or otherwise, the study of =
(i) the resources available in the
sub=region and how to make use
of the same for the benefit

of the people of Guyana;

(ii) the history, culture and forms
of art of the various parts

of the suberegion,

(2) It shall be the duty of every other local
a
democratic organ in a sub-regiad}to co-opsrate with
and @assist the suberesgion democratic council for that

sub-region in relation to any matter referred to in

subsection (1)(c).

District Democratic Councils

14.(1) A district democratic council shall have, Powers of
district

subject to the other provisions contained in this democratic
councils,

Part, all the powsrs conferred and duties imposed on
a local authority by sections 91 to 96 (inclusive,

but excluding sub-section (6) of section 96), saction Cap., 28:02



Cap, 28:02

30.

98 and sections 114 to 121 (inclusive) of the Local

Government Act and the provisions contained in the

aforesaid sections shall have effect in the area for
which the concerned district democratic council is
established as if references therein to a local
authority and a district were respectively references

to such district democratic council and such area,

(2) The powers conferred on a district demoe
cratic council by subsection (1) shall not be exercised
by it in such manner as to obstruct or delay the
exarcise of the powers conferred on any other local

democratic organ by this Act.

(3) Subject to the provisions contained in
section 27(1), on and from such date as may be
specified by the Minister there shall be vested in a
district democratic council all property, whether
movable or immovable (including all machinery and
every article used or intended for drainage and
irrigation and every building and erection used in
connection therewith) which vested, immediately before
the date so specified, in a local authority constituted
under the Local Government Act for any area forming
part of the district from which the district democratic

council has been established,



31.

15.(1) Any person who contravenes any of the Conseqguences
of contrae
provisions of sub-section (4) or of subesection (5) vention of
provisions
of section 96 of the Local Government Act, as made Cap. 28:02

applicable by section 14 to any area for which a
district democratic council has bean esstablishad,

shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) Where the construction of a market place
or other convenieces for the purpose of holding a

market is an offence under subsedtion (1), the
existence of such construction in any form or state

shall be deemed to be a continuing offencs.

(3) Where a construction of a market place
or other convenieces for the purpose of holding a market
is commenced or maintained in contravention of the
provisions of the Local Government Act, as mads Cap. 28:02
applicable, by saection 14, to any area for which a
district democratic council has besen established, the
magistrate may order the person who causes the
construction to be commenced or maintained to take it
down, within such time as may be specified in the

order and to pay all expenses incurred thereby.

(4) Where the order is not complied with the
district democratic council may, at the expiration

of the time specified in the order of the magistrate,
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cause the construction to be taken down and recover

from the owner the expenses incurred in so doing,

Schemes to 16, R district democratic council may prepare
provide

housing to and implement schemes to provide housing to such
weaker

sections ofggctjons of society which may, having regard to their
saociety
income and living conditions, be specified by the

Minister,

Ccmmunity Dsmocratic Councils

Powers in 17.(1) A community democratic council shall have
reqard to

working power to ensure that the laws regulating matters
conditions

of labour. relating to the working conditions and terms of
employment of labour and all other matters relating to
the relationship between employers and employees are

fully implemented in mines and industries, not being

specified establishments referred to in section

4(1) (b).

(2) Where a community democratic council
receives any complaint that any employer in relation
to any such mine or industry has failed to comply with
any such law, the chairman of the community democratic
council or such other person as may be authorised by
him in this behalf shall investigate into that complaint

and where on recipt of the report of such investigation
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the community democratic council is satisfied that the
employer has failed to comply with any such law, it
shall direct such employer to comply with such law
within such time as may be specified in the direction
and any failure by the employer to comply with any
such direction with the time so specified shall be an

of fence.

18.(1) R community democratic council shall have

power to prepare plans for the utilisation of
Plans for
agritultural land in the area of the community, having development

of

regard to the need for the utilisation of such land agriculture
and proper
in the best manner possible and the need to produce management of

land,
articles which are in short supply, and submit such

plans for the approvel of the sub-regional democratic

council,

(2) The plans referred to in subsection (1)

may include schemes for drainage and irrigation,

(3) Where any such plan is approved by thc
sub-regional democratic council, the community
democratic council shall implement the same,

(4) Every neighbourhood democratic council
nd the people's co-operative democratic council shall
assist the community democr tic council in the
iemp Mentation of such plans and shall not in any

obstruct or delay the execution of such plans,



Educational

19, A community democratic council shall have

institutions,
sports, etc. powsr subject to the Education Act and the Pulic

Cap, 39:01
Cap. 145 =
1953 Edn,

Assistance
for dairy
farming,etc.

Agriculture.

Health Ordinance, to establish and maintain

educational institutions (other than primary schools,
and informal or adult education centres, or institutions
referred to in section 5(2)) and may providas

facilities for all persons in the community for

training in sports and athleticse.

20, A community democratic council shall have
powsr to assist persons engaged in dairy farming,
poultry farming and cattle breeding by providing them
with information regarding, and facilities for
treatment of, diseases affecting amimals and birds and
other matters connected with dairy farming, poultry
farming and cattle breeding, and by making arrangements
for the preservation and marketing of the products
of dairy farming, poultry farming and cattle

oreedinge.

Neighbourhood Democratic Councils

21.(1) A neighbourhood democratic council shall
have power to establish information centres to inform
agriculturists regarding developments in the fisld
of agriculture, including matters relating to inputs,

and arksting of agricultural produce,



(2) A neighbourhood democratic council shall take
the initiative to settle amicably all disputes between
agriculturists and agricultural labour regarding the
terms of employment of such labour and other matters
connected with such employment.

. . ‘Maintenance
22, . A neighourhood democratic council shall of pastures,
have powsr - etc.
(a) to establish, maintain and protect
common pastures and public parks
and gardens;
(b) to erect and maintain public wells
and tanks; and
(c) if so required by the Minister, to
erect and maintain public baths and
wash houses,
and in exercise of any of those powers the neighbour-
hood democratic council may make Y{y~las in respect of
the use (including the fees if any to be paid therefor)
of such pastures, public parks and gardens, public
wells and tanks, baths and wash houses,
23, A neighbourhood democratic council shall
Crafts.

have powsr to organise craftsmen, artists and persons
engaged in cottage industry or handicrafts in the

co-operative sector and =
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(a) to assist such co-operatives to

obtain capital;

(b) to make arrangements for imparting
training in crafts, arts, cottage

industry and handicrafts; and

(c) in co-operation with the other
local democratic organs in the
region concerned, to make arrangements

for the marketing of the articles

produced by such cCo-operatives,

Establishment 24, A neighbourhood democratic council shall
of dispénsaries

and health have power to establish and maintain, either by itself
centres,

or jointly with any other authority or person,
dispensaries, health centres (including maternity and
child welfare gentres) and to regulate, by by-laws

their use and the fees, if any, to be paid for such

use.
Primary schools 25.,(1) A neighbourhood democratic council shall
and adult
education have power, subject to the provisions contained in
centres.
Cap, 39:01 the Education Act and ths Public Health Ordinance, to
Capo 145 -
1953 Edn, establish and maintain primary schools and informal

or adult education centres,

(2) In exercise of the powers conferred on it

by subsection (1), a neighbourhood democratic council
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may make by-laws, subject to the provisions contained

in the Education Act and the Public Health Ordinance,
in respect of the admission of students to the

primary schools and informal or adult education ce.tres
established or maintained by it, andithe study of

students therein,

Librarises

26, A neighbourhood democratic council and centres
for art.

shall have power to establish and maintain =

(2) public libraries and reading rpoms;
and

(b) centres for teaching dance, music,
painting and other forms of art and
centres for the performance of drama,
dance or music or display of paintings

or for other similar purposes,

and to regulate by by-laws, the use of these facilities

and the fees, if any, to be paid for such usse,

27.(1) A neighbourhood democratic council
Construction of

shall have power to maintain such of the roads, roads, strects
and
streets and bridges (existing in the neighbourhood bridges in
naighbour=

on the commencement of this Act and vested in a local hgod e«

authority immediately before such commencement), as

may be specified by the Minister by notification in

the Gazette and on and from the date specified uy
such roads,

the Minister in like manner/ streets and bridges shall

vest in the neighbourhood democratic councile.
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(2) A neighbourhood democratic council
shall have power to construct and maintain roads,
streets and bridges in the neighbourhood to facilitate
the economic activities in the neighbourhood and
communication and intercourse by the people residing
therein and for this purpose may co-ordinate its

activities with those of other local democratic organs,

Burial 28.(1) A neighbourhood democratic council
grounds,
etc, may make ty-laws in relation to the disposal of dead
bodies and may by such rules establish and maintain
one or more burial grounds, cremation grounds cr cramtoriume

within its area and contravention of any such by-law

shall be an offence.

(2) The by-laws referred to in subsection (1)
may provide for the fees to be paid for graves and
in respect of burials or cremations in the burial ground,
cremation ground or crematorium and for any copy

of an entry in a register of burials or ciemations.

Street 29, R neighbourhood democratic council shall
lights.
have power, subject to the provisions of any law
relating to electricity and electric lighting, to

light streets and other public places and maintain

lamps for that purpose.



30. R neighbourhood democratic council may By-laws by
neighbour-

ma, 8 by-laws prohibiting or regulating the sub-division hgod
democratic

of lots and sub-division of any lot in contravention council in
respect of
of such rules shall be of no aeffect, sub=division
of lots,.
31.(1) Wherever a neighbourhood democratic Vesting of
ungranted
council has been or is permitted to occupy any Stata land

or empolder.
ungranted State land or any empolder, all that land

or empolder shall be held by it for the purposes for
which it was permitted to occupy that land or
empolder and, if no such purpose was specified when
the permission was granted, for the purposssof the
Local Democratic Organ Act 1980 and this Act, No. 12 of
1980
(2) On and from such date as may be specifiec
by the Minister all ungranted State land and empolders
which vested in a local authority constituted under
the Local Government Act immediately before such Cap. 28:02
date shall vest in the neighbourhood democratic
council of the neighbourhood wherein such land or

empolder is situated,

32, All undivided lands or portions of land, Management
. of undivided
undivided empolders, pasture lands, woods, dams, property,
. pasture
kokers, sluices, watercou ses and avigation and lands, dams,

trAamab— —

draining trenches (not being private proper*

property vested in any otherlocal democrat



Maintenance
of register of
property.

Letting of
undivided
lands and
empolders,
pasturse
lands and
woods,

Cap. 28:02

by virtue of the provisions contained in any other
sections of this Act) in every neighbourhood shall
be under the control and management of the people's

co-operative democratic council.

33 Every neighbourhood democratic
council shall prepare and maintain such registers and

other records, and in such forms, as may be
prescribed by the Minister by regulations, in

respect of the lands, empolders, pasture lands,
woods, dams, kokers, sluices, watercourses and

navigation and draining trenches referred to in
section 31 and of all cther lands or other

property owned by it or in its possession,

34, A neighbourhood democratic council
shall have the same powers in relation to the letting
of any undivided lands, undivided empolders, pasture
lands, woods, or any portion thereof, for the time
being under its control and management, as a local
authority of a village or country district hes
under section 48 of the Local Government Act and the
provisions of that section shall apply to the letting
of such undivided lands, undivided empolders, pasture
lands, woods, or any portion thereof, subject to

tha modification that reference in thet section =



(a)

(b)

(c)

35.

may, subject to the approval of the Minister, make by-.

(d)

to "local authority of a village
cr country district" or to "local
authority" shall be deemed to be
reference to the nejighbourhood

democratic council;

to "chairman of the authority"
shall be deemed to be reference to
the chairman of the neighbourhood

democratic council;

to the manner of recovery by
warrant of distress, of arrears

of rates, provided in that Act
shall be deemed to be reference to

the manner of recovery by warrant

of distress, of arrears of rates,

provided in this Act; and

to "overseer" shall be desmed to
be reference to chief finance
officer of the neighbourhood

democratic council,

R neighbourhood democratic council

laws with respect to the cutting of wood on the

common lands of the neighbourhood and the fees to be

paid therefor,

Cutting wood
on common
lands of
neighbour-
hood,
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Raising 36. A neighbourhood democratic council may,
level of

civic by holding seminars, discussions or study classes
conscious ) )

ness. or otherwise, make all efforts to raise the level of

civic consciousness of the people,

Overhanging 37, A neighbourhood democratic council shall
trees.

have in relation to any tree overhanging any public s
street, road or thoroughfare or any drainage trench,
in the area for which it is established, in such
manner as may likely to injure the street, road or
thoroughfare or drainage trench, or the drainage

thereof, or endanger the safety of the inhabitants,

the same powers that a local authority has under

Cap. 28:02 section 101 of the Local Government Act in
mlation to any tree overhanging, in the same manner,
any public strest, road or thoroughfare or any

drainage trench in its district,

Straying of 38. The provisions contained in section

%2;?8%3;02 102 of the Local Government Act shall apply in relscion

to any animal grazing, or straying, on or in any

main drain or on a public road, street, dam,

bridge or other public place within a neighbourhood
in the same manner as such provisions apply to

any animal grazing, or straying, on or in any main
drain or on a public road, street, dam, bridge or
other public place within thse boundaries of the
district of?ﬁocal authority, subject to ths modifi=-

cation that reference theresin =



(a)

(b)

(c)
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to the district of a local
authority shall be deemed to
be reference to the

neighbourhood;

to the rural constabulary

shall be deemed to be reference
to Rural Constabulary established
under sctction 41 for the meigh-

bourhood; and

to the local authority shall be
deemed to be reference to the
neighbourhood democratic council

of the neighbourhood.

Charging

39. R neighbourhood democratic council tolls for
passage of
may charge tolls, according to a tariff determined craft and

animals,

arid posted up by that council at its office, or

some other conspicuous place within the neighbour-

hood, for bateaux, punts, or other craft, passing

through any of the trenches, aqueducts or kokers,

owned by or under the control of that council, and

for animals using the roads and dams owned by, or

under the control of that council, but no toll

shall be charged until the tariff has been approved
by the Minister,
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Fishing and

40. A neighbourhood democratic council may, mooring of
bateaux in

with the approval of the Minister, make by-laws for the tranches
of neigh-

pravention of fishing, and the mooring of batsaux, punts bourhood

democratic
or other craft, in any of the trenches or aqueducts owned by,Council,

or under the control of, that council,
Rural
41.(1) There shall be, if a neighbourhood democratic Constabu
council so resolves, a constabulary for the neighbourhood lazy.
for which the neighbourhood democratic council
is established, to be designated as Rural Constabulary for
the neighbourhood whose duty shall be to take preventive

measures against the commission of, and to investigate

into and bring to trial those who have committed,

(a) petty offences, as defined in section No., ]2 of
1980
11(2) of the Local Damocratic Organs
Act, 1980, committed in the

neighbourhood; and

(b) any other offencescommitted in the
neighbourhood, which the Minister

may, by public notice, specify,.

(2) The Rural Constabulary shall consist of such
officers, non=commissioned office s and constables as the
neighbourhood democrati council deems necessary or

desirable, who shall be in the ssrvice of that coancil.
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(3) The provisions contained in sectioms127 to Cap. 28:01
133 (inclusive) and section 135

to 142 (inclusive) and the Second

Schedule of the Municipal and District Concils Act shall

apply to, and in relation to, such constabulary as they

apply to, and in relation to, a town constabulary
established by section 125(1)of that Act subject to

the modification that =

(a) reference in the provisions

aforesaid to =

(1) ™"town constabulary™ or
"constabulary" shall bs deemed
to be reference to Rural

Constabulary;

(1i) “town clerk" shall be deemed
to be reference to the clerk of
the neighbourhood democratic

council;

(1ii) section 133 shall be Cap. 28:01
desmed to be reference to that
section as modified by this
section while applying to a Rural

Constabulary;



(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)

46

"council®™ shall be deemed to be
reference to the concerned

neighbourhood democratic council;

"this )+ ct", in section 135, shall
be deemed to be reference to this

Act;

"the City or the Town, as the
case may be, in which he is

serving" shall be deemed to be

reference to the neighbourhood

in which he is serving;

"town constable™ shall be deemed
to be reference to a constable

of the Rural Constabulary;

(b) in section 136(2) reference to

(e)

"gsection 313" shall be deemed to be

reference to section 48 of this

Act;

and

the offences mentioned in section

137(1)(a) or (b) or (2) shall be

construed as the offences mentioned

in subsection (1)(a) and (b) of this

section.
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(4) The power conferred upon the officer in
charge of the Rural Constabulary to exercise
disciplinary control over members of the Rural
Constabulary by virtue of the application, by Cap. 28:01
subsection (3) of this section, of sections 131, 132
and 133 of the Municipal and District Councils Act
to, and in relation to, the Rural Constabulary shall
be deemed to have been delegated to the officer in

charge of the Rural Constabulary by the neighbourhood

Inouiry into
complaints
regarding
violation of

42,(1) A neighbourhood democratic council shall rights of
persons and

have power to appoint one or more committees to Erovision of
ega

npsicinnce,

democratic council,

inquire into complaints

(i) regarding the violation of fundamental
rights;

(ii) regarding the contravention of any
law relating to the supply at
specified prices of commodities, or
of standards specified for manufactured
articles, or regarding the violation
of warranty against manufacturing
defects, or other complaints of a
similar nature; or

(iii) regarding the making or institution
of any false or frivolous petition,

complaint, writ or suit,
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(2) Where on an inquir in o a complaint made under
subsection (1) the committee referred to in that subsection
is satisfied that it is a fit and deserving cass the
committee may, out of any funde provided ther for by the
neighbourhood democratic council, make available to the
complainant, subject to such terms and conditions as may
be specified by the committee, legal assistance to seek
appropriate relief in respect of the matter referred to in

such complaint,

gg ) % o 43, A neighbourhood democratic council shall

“ - .

DA @ oA . e e oas

gz'ag*;;ghave power to coordinate the activities of any people's
~LP 00 ‘-“8

89850 cco-opgrative democratic councils established for the

o I E D

S5%%6s gpeople's co-operative units within the area administered

by the neighbourhood democratic council,

People's Co-cperative Derocratic Councile

T ¢ 44.(1) A people's co-cperative democratic courcil
-,-_lo

9.t 2 shall exercise and discharge such of the functicns of

=Y ,L-‘P ]

- {

TR IR . . -

5> a5 » neipghtourkood democralic councils as are conferred on

T e G E

ol d= -

2 v ou ¢ it by the Minister by order.

= ~0CmT C

(2) Where any function of 2 neighbourhood
dewocratic council hus been conferred on a people's
co-operative democratic council under subsection (1),
thie neighoourtood democretic ccuncil, having juricdiction
over the people's co-cperative unit for which the

people's co=-cperative unit bhzs been established, chall
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not exercise or discharge such functicn in respect of

that people's co=-operative unit,

General
|
45, Where any power or duty conferred or imposzed Co-opere
- between
democret

by this Act on a local democratic organ has hteen conferred orsane
Xy oy

or imposed by any other written law on any other person or iy
exercicsin

5 V‘ A o
. NGRS

oilher todles

authority, then, such local democratic organ zhzll gggzﬁfrgr g’%
exercise or dischurge such yower or duty without prejuvdice 332§ﬁ§t |
to the exercise or discharge, by such otlier person or confion m#
autkority, of the pover or duty so conferred or impoced
on him or it,

46.(1) Any local democratic organ for an Appointment
Area may, with the cencurrence of snother local democratic 28 F;gen,“ ‘
organ functioning within that area, approint ithat other dvlégntfun.

locnl democratic organ as its zgent 1o discharge any of
its functions on suvch terms, including the provisicn of
fundsa, as may be agreed to between the two local

derocratic orgens.,

(2) The Minister assigned responsibility for
finance may, by order delegate it eny local democratic
orcm, subject to such terms and conditions as may be
specified in the order, any function relating to the
assaessment or collection, or both, of any tax, duty,

fees or other levies payable to the Government,.
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(3) WHere any function has been delegated to
a local democratic organ by order under subsection (2),
the order shall make provisions in respect of the
payment or reimbursement to, or appropriation by the
local democratic organ of the expenses of performing

the function,

(4) Where any function has been delegated
to a local democratic organ any function under subsection
(2), the Minister assigned responsibility for finance
may give any directions to the local democratic organ
to secure the efficient and timely performance of such
function and it shall be the duty of the local democratic

organ to caoamply with such direc’  ans.

Duty to be 47, In the exercise and discharge of the powers
guided by
general and duties conferred and imposed on a local democratic

policies of
Government organ bythis Part, the local democratic organ shall be

guided by the general policies of the Government and the
national objectives as set by the Governemt, and shall
devise its programme of activities to ensure consistency
with such policies and objectives, and in the
performance of his functions each mewmber of a local
democratic organ shall endeavour to co-operate with
every other member and with all socioesconomic

institutions in the area.
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48, Where any act or omission has been Penalties
) . for offences
declared by any provision of this Part, or by any under this
Part,

provision of any other law made applicable in reqgard

to any matter by any provision of this Part (not being
an act or omission for which penalty has been specified

in the provision as so made applicable), as an offence,
any person who is guilty of that offence shall be liable
on summary conviction to a fine of one thousand dollars,
and imprisonment for three months, and, where such offence
is a continuing offence, to a further penalty of one

hundred dollars for each day during which the offence

continues,
49,(1) Where any power or duty in respect of any Power to
ke by-
matter has been conferred or imposed on any local T:ws. v

democratic organ by this Act such local democratic
organ may, subject to the provisions of this Act and
regulations made under it, make by-laws necessary to
enable it to exercise such power or discharge such duty

effectively.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the

provisions contained in paragraph (1) =

(a) the by-laws made by a regional
democratic council may provide for all

or any of the following matter. =



(b)

(1)

(ii)

(iii)

the terms and conditions subject

to which the sheds in the industrial
estates established by a regional
democratic council shall be hired
out or transferred by outright sale
or by hire-purchase to persons
desirous of starting any industry

therein;

the regulation of thse
transport system organised by
the regional democratic

council;

any other ma*’'~r that is
required to be, or may be,
provided for by by-laws by the

regional democratic councilj;

the by-lasrs made by a neighbourhood

democratic council may provide for

all or any of the following matters -

(i)

the regulation of the cutting

of wood on the common lands in

the neighbourhood and the

fees to be paid therefor;



(ii)

(1ii)

(iv)

53

the prevention of fishing, and
the mooring of bateaux, punts or
other crafts, in any of the
trenches or aqueducts under

the control of the neighbour=

hood denocratic council;

the regulation of the use
(including the fees, if any,
to be paid therefor) of the
pastures, public parks and
gardens, public wells and
tanks, baths and wash houses,
established and maintained

by the neighbourhood democratic

council and the admission and
study of students to the primary
schools and informal or adult
education centres established

and maintained by that council;

the regulation of the use
(including the fees, if any, to
be paid for such use) of the
institutions referred to in sections‘
24 and 26, established and
maintained by the neighbourhood

democratic council;
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(v) the requlation of the disposal
of dead bodies, establishment and
maintenance or burial grounds, cremation
grounds or crematoriums,
inclusing the fees to be paid for
graves and in respect of burials
or cremations in a burial ground,

ground

cremation/ or crematorium and for

copy of an entry in the register

of burials or cremations;

(vi) the prohibition or requlation of

sube division of lots;

(vii) any other matter that is required
to be, or may be, provided for
by by-laws by thea neighbourhood

democratic council,.

(3) A by-law made by a loczl democratic organ may provide
that a breach thereof is punishable, on summary conviction,

with a fine not exceeding one thousand doiiars and in the case
of a continuing offence with a further fine not exceeding one

hundred dollars for each day during which the offence
coritinues,



PART III
FINANCE

Levy and distruPution of rates

Levy of
) ) rate by
50.(1) Each regional democratic council shall levy regional
rat’
a rate every financial year payable by the owners of = 22332118
(a) every plantation situatrd in the
region; and
(b) such mines and industrial under=
takings as are referred to in
section 4(1)(b) situated in the
region,
calculated at five per cent on the value of the
produce of the plantation, of the minerals extracted
from such mine, or articles manufactured in such
industrial undertakiny, as the case may be, in the
immediately preceding financial year,
(2) tiere the owner of such plantation, mine
or industrial undertaking is not a person resident in Cap. 8B1:

Guyana as defined in section 2(1) of the Income Tax Act,
the rate payable under subsection (1) shall be payable by
the manager of such plantation, mine or industrial

undertakinge.



Rate on
land.
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(3) In subsection (2) the expression "manager",
in relation to any plantation, mine or industrial under-
taking, means the person directly in charge of the
administration of the plantation, mine or industrial

undertaking, as the case may be,

(4) Where such plantation or mine is situated
in more than one region the rate referred to in sub=-
section (1) shall be levied and collected by one of the
concerned regional democratic councils as may be specified

by the Minister:

Provided that the rate so levied and
collected from the owner or manager, as thecase may be,
of such plantation or mine shall be distributed among the
regional democratic councils for the regions wherein
such plantation or mine is situated in such proportion
as may be determined by the Minister having regard to
the population, and .level of development of, and the
area of such plantation or mine in, each of the regions

concerned,

51.(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, a
neighbourhood democratic council shall levy on all ..nd
in the area administered by that council, a rate
(hereinafter referred to as "and rate") which shall not

be more than one hundred dollars per acre payable every

financial year.
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(2) This section shall not apply to land in
tespect of which a rate is levied under section, 50(1)

or 52(1) or 54.

(3) AR neighbourhood democratic council may, with
the prior approval of the Minister, exempt any land,
having regard to the smallness of its size or the purpose

for which it is used, from the provisions of this section,

Levy of

52.(1) Each neighbourhood democratic council shall rate on
lets and
levy every financial year a rate calculated at five per 'buildings

. by
cent on the appraised value ofthelots and buildings, or neighbour=

o : hood
of the lots, or of the buildings, situated in the democratie

. councils,
neighbourhood,

1

(2) In subsection (1) "appraised value" of
the lots and buildings, or lots, or buildings, means
the capital value therseof,

) . ) Exomption
53. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in section from levy

) . of rate by
52 or 54,no rate shall be levied by a neighbourhood neighbour
hood’
democratic council on the appraised value 3f = democratic
councile.

(a) any lots and buildings, or lots,
or buildings, forming part of any
plantation or of any mine or

industry referred to in section

50(1Xb);



(b) public lands and other property
referred to in sub-section (1) of
section 68 of the Local Government

Provided that where public lands
within a neigbourhood are held under
a lease or are occupied or used under
any licence or permission, the lands
may be appraised and they shall be
liable to rates under section 52 or
54, but in proceedings for the
recovery of any such rate, only the
right, title and interest of the
lesses, licenses or permittee, as the
case may oe, in the lands shall be
taken in execution or sold at

exacution,

(2) The neighbourhood democratic council may,
with the approval of the chairman of the regional
~democratic council, exempt, on the ground of the poverty
of the proprietor, any lot and building or lot or

building from the payment of any rate under section 52

or 55.
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54, (1) where a regional democratic council is of Levy of
rate at
the opinion that, having regard to the services or works enhanced
percentage
or both undertakeri in the region by the local democratic in certain
cases by
organs it is necessary to lavy in any financial year the regional
democratic
; 3 council or
rate referred to in section 50(1) at a higher percentage neighbour
than five per rent, it ma ith the approval of the hood
rve P » = Yy Wi PP democratic
Minister, levy the rate at such higher percentage in council.
that financial year,
(2) Where a neighbourhood democratic council is

of the opinion that having regard to the services or works
or both undertaken in the district by the local democratic
organs it is necessary to levy in any financial year

the rate referred to in section 52 at a percentage higher
than five per cent, it may, with the approval of the
Minister, levy the rate at such higher .percentage in that

" financial year,

. Th 1 of the Minist de
55 e approval o & Flinlster under Publication

section 54(1) or (2) shall be published in the Gazette, ©f approval.

56.
The rate payable under section S0, S1, Date of
payment

52 or 54 shall be payable in one or more instalments and of ratae,
on or before such date or dates as may be specified by
the regional democratic council or, the neighbourhood

democratic council, as the cass may be, empowarad by

this Bct to levy such rate,



Apportionment

of rate.

Direction
by Minister
to expedite
collection
of rates.

Private
improvement
expedses and
private
improvement
rate,

60

57. If any lot is sub-divided, the district
democratic council or, if that council fails so to do
on application made for the purpose, the Minister may
apportion the payment of the rate payable in respsct of
the lot under section 52 among the seueral portions

thereof,

58, Whenever it appears to the Minister that
the collection of rates in any regiun or neighbourhood
is unduly delayed, either generally or in respect of
any particular person or class of persons, he may, by
a direction in writing, required the chairman of the
regional democratic council or the chairman of the
neighbourhood democratic council, as the case may be,
forthwith to proceed in the manner provided by this
8ct for he eccvery of rates overdus and any failure
of the chairman of the regional democratic council or
of the chairman of the neighbourhood democratic council,
as the case may be, to comply with such direction
shall be deemed to be grave dereliction of duty on his

part,
59.(1) Where by the provisions of this Act,

any person is, or may be, required to perform any
work and he refuses or fails to perform such work,
after he has been directed by the local democratic
organ, empowsred by this Act to perform the work,
within the time specified for that purpose in the
direction, the local democratic organ may perform the

work e



(2) A neighbourhood democratic council may
perform any work which the proprietor requests should
be performed by it and which is necessary to place

the property in a proper sanitary condition,

(3) The local democratic organ which performed
any work referred to in subsection (1) or (2) may
declare the expenses expended or incurred by it in so

doing to be private improvement expenses,

(4) Where a local democratic organ has esxpended
or incurred any expenses which are declared by it to be
private improvement expenses under subsection (3), the
local democratic organ may, if it thinks fit, make and
levy a rate, in addition to all other rates, on the
property in respect of which the expenses have been
incurred, to be called a "private improvement rate",
of an amount sufficient to discharge those expenses
with interest thereon at a rate not exceeding tuwelve
per cent per annum, payable at the times and in the
period, not exceeding ten years, which the local

democratic organ in each case determines,

(5) The provisions of sections 63, 64 and Cap, 28:02
65 of the Local Government Act shall apply in respect
of the expenses declared to be private improvements
rate referred to in subsection (4) and the recovery

and redemption thereof, in the sams manner as they



Distribution
of rates,

62

apply in respect of expenses which may be, or is,
declared to be private improvement expenses under
section 60 of that Act and private improvement rate
referred to in section 62 thereof subject to the

modification that reference in those sections =

(a) to "local authority or the
Minister" or "authority" or
"local authority" shall be
deemed to be reference to a

loctl democratic organ; and

(b) to "this Act or any other Act
for the time being in force" shall

be deemed to be referance to this

Act.

60.(1) Out of the rate levied by a regional
democratic council under sections 50 and 54 and
collected each financial year, fifty per cent shall
be distributed equally among the sub=regional
democratic councils districut democratic councils and
community democratic councils in the region for which
the regional democratic council is established in

such proportion as the Minister may, by order, direct.

(2) Out of the rates levied by a neighbourhood

democratic council under sections 51, 52 and 54 and



collected sach financial year, such percentage as may
be determined by the Minister, by order, shall be
distributed among people's co-operative democratic,

councils in the neighbourhood,

Other sources of income

61.(1) The Minister may, from moneys providsd by Grants to

local demo=-

Parliament for that purpose, pay such sums, and subject cratic
organs,

to such terms and conditions, as he determines, by way

of grant to a local democratic organ either for any

specific purpose, or generally to meet expenditure

incurred or to be incurred by it in the discharge of

its duties, without specifying dny specific purpose.

(2) A regional democratic council may pay such
sums, and subject to such terms and conditions, as it

determines, by way of grant to any other local democratic

organ in the region for which it is established,eithecr
either for any specific purpose, or generally to meet
local
expenditure incurred or to be incurred by such/ democratic
organ in the discharge of its duties, without specifying

any specific purpose

62, Any local democratic organ may seek and
. Contributions,.
receive, or receive, voluntary contributions from any
person residing or carrying on any activity in the area
for which such local democratic organ has been

established:



Borrowing
by local
democratic
organ,

Provided that no discrimination shall be
shown in favour of any person wh. nade such contribution,
or against any person who did not make any such con-
tribution, by the concerned local democratic organ in
the exercise of its poyers or the discharge of its duties,
on the ground that such person made or did not make

the contribution,

63.(1) A local democratic organ may, with the
previous approval of the Minister and subject to such
terms and conditions as he may specify, borrow money
from the Government or from any other sources approved
by the Minister, and may raise the money by mortgage of

the rates or any other property of the democratic organ,

(2) Where approval is given by the Minister to
a local democratic organ to borrow money, it may, subject
to such regqulations as may be made by the Minister in

this behalf, raise the money by issue of bonds,

(3) All moneys borrowed by a local democratic
organ with the approval of the Minister and all interest
and other sums payable in respect thereof shall be
charged indifferently upon the revenues and assets

of the local democratic organ,



65
(4) Where any sums are borrowed by a local
democratic organ with the approval of the Minister, the

following provisions shall apply =

(a) the local democratic organ shall
set apart esach financial year from
its revenues and assets in addition to
the interest payable, such proportionate
part of the capital sum as will be
sufficient in the aggregats to pay the

capital as and when it becomes due;

(b) the amount to be set apart sach
financial year for the repayment of
the capital sum shall be an equal

proportion of that sum;

(c) where bonds have been issued by the local
democratic organ and the sum set apart
each financial year cannot be
immediately applied to the redemption of
the bonds, such sum shall be invested
by the local democratic organ until,
with the accruing interest, it can

be applied:

Provided that when determining

the amount to be set apart each



66"

financial year, if any al owance is made
for interest to accrue on the sums to
be invested, the interest to be obtained

shall not be estimated at a higher rate

than five per cent per annum,

Temporary 64.(1) A local democratic organ may, without the
loans,
approval of the Minister, borrow by way of temporary loan
on overdraft from a bank or otherwise, any sums which

it may temporarily require =

(a) for defraying expenses pending the

receipt of revenues; Or

{b) for defraying expenses pending the
receipt of a loan which has bean
approved by the Minister for

defraying such expensss,

(2) Intereat charged upon any temporary loans
undsr this section shall be paid out of the General

Revenue Fund of the local democratic organ,

(3) A local democratic organ shall not, under
this clause, temporarily borrow a sum or sums which in
the aggregate at any time exceed one quarter of its

@ timated revenus for ths fin ncial year



65.(1) There shall be a committee to be known as Rating

Commil .2e
the Rating Committes for each region and for each
neighbourhood, which shall consist of two persons
appointed by the regional democratic council for the

region or nmighbourhood democratic council for the neigh~

bourhood, as the case be, and a chairman to be appointed

by the Minister,

(2) A1l matters relating to any rate payable

under any provision of this Act, to a regional democratic

council or a neighbourhood democratic council, including

the sum payable by way of such rate shall be decided by
the Rating Committee for the regjon or neighbourhood for
which the regional democratic council or neighbourhood

democraric council is aestablished,

(3) The procedure to be followed by a
Rating Committes in relation to the performance of ite
functions under this Act shall be prescribed by the

Financial Regulations made under section 105,

Collection of rates

66.(1) Where a rate is levied under section 50 or Li:z)ilijt:

, for rate
54(1 ty a recicnal democra ic council

there sha 1 b

liable and executable for the amcunt cf such. rate



68

(a) the plantation, mine or industrial
undertaking, on the value of the
produce of, minerals extracted from,
or articles manufactured in which,
as the case may be, the rate is

being levied, and

(b) all the movable property of =

(i) the owner of such plantation,
mine or industrial undertaking

as the case may be; and

(ii) where the manager or such
plantation, mine or industrial
undrtaking is liable for the

under
payment of the rate/section 50 (2),

such manager,

(2) In subsection (1) the word "manager" has

the sames maaning as in sasction 50(3),

(3) The provisions of sub-section (1), sub-
section (2) and sub-section (3) of section 71 of the
'ape 28:02 Local Government Act shall apply in relation to the
liability and executability of the rate levied by a 54 (2)
neighbourhood democratic council under sections 51, 52 or /
in the same manner as they apply to the liability

anc executability of the rate leviad by a local



authority under that Act subject to the modification

that reference in the provisions of the Local

Governmant Act referred to above =

(a)

(v)

(e)

to "this Act"™ shall be deemed to be
reference to this Act;

to "lot" shall be deemed to include

reference to land which is subject to
rate under section 51;

to "village or country district"
shall be deemed to be reference to
the area for which a neighbourhood
democratic council has been

established,

67, The amount of every rate under this Act Prefer ntial

lien f r rat

shall be and is 'hersby declared to be preferent over

and above all claims of whatever nature they may be,

not being claims due to the State,

68, The amount of every rate levied under this Moda o
recove
Act shall be recoverable = of rat .
(a) by an action against the person

(b)

liable for the payment thereof; or

subject to section 69, by parate or
summary execution against the
plantation, mine or industrial under=-

taking or the lot and building or
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70

the lot or tha bumldlng
case may ba, - whlch is: l ﬁorrthq

. amount cf the rats undgry tion 66,

'rocedure ' 69, (1) Where there is any movabls prOparty which

‘or lsvy
of 1s liablse or executable under sectlon 66 for tha amount
rfate on

oavable of any rate under thls fct 1t shall ‘be tha duty 6f the
iroperty,
) ' chairman of the reglonal democratlc counc11 ortoF the
.neighbourhood démocratic councilx as the case may be,
before appllcatlon is made for the pracess of parate or
summary summatlon to cause a notlce,_ln such form as may
be prescribed by the Minister by regulatlona,lof the

amount of the rate due and payable, to be- served on the-

person who is liable to pay such rata. A

(2) Tﬁe production of the.dublicate or cop} of
the notlce signed by the chalrman of the reglonal
democratlc counc1l or - tha nelghbourhood democratic councxl,.
as the case may!ba,-shall be sufficient 8V1d8ﬂca that
the amount stated therein £E,bg due is in fact dus and

payable by.such person under this Act,

cEw
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(3) If payment is not made within two wesek

after the notice is served on the person liable to pa

the rate, the chairman of the regiona democratic council

or of the neighbourhood democratic counci , as the cass
may be, may make an application to the magistr ta of t e

magisterial district in which the office of the regiona

democratic council or of the neighbourhood democratic

council, as the case may be, is situated for a warrant

of distress, and the magistrate, upon the production of

the duplicate or copy of the notice with the return

of service thereon duly sworn before him shall granti a
warrant of distress for the recovery of rate under and

by virtue of which the movable property as aforaesaid

ma be 8vied on and so d for an amount of the rate with

costs,

(4) The provisions of subesaection {4), sub=-
section {5) and sub-section (6) of section 75 and
section 78 of the Local Government Act shall apply in
relation to the sale of such movable property, the
application of the proceeds of ths sale and the
execution of warrants of distress in the sams manner
as they apply when movable property is sold under the
aforesa’d section 75 for he recovery of rate payable
under tha Act, subject to the modification that
reference to "local authority™ in sub-section (6) of

section 75 aforesaid shall be construed as reference

Cap. 28:02
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to the. concerned regional democratic council or

neighbourhood democtatic council, as the case may be.

irof 70 Every warrant of distress issued under this .
‘ant of - , o , ’ o ‘ : ,
Act may be drawn up according to such.form as may be

:TESS,
'afwgrQSCribed‘by the Minister by regulations. -

as on 71e | - Suech fees as may be prescribéd by the:

stress5.hi615ter by regulations shall be payable for any’process
of distresslissuea under this Act, and‘shallbbe paid in
tﬁe.Fifstvinstance by the party applying for thé purpbsq,

but they shall ba cdsﬁSjin tha matter of the diétress.

;i to re-. . 724 " Where,, notwithstanding the pruvisions of
SZIS: this Act, as a result of the execution of a warrant of

z;;; in distress for the récduery’of a rate, ths movable

5. property of a,parsbn other than the person liable for

the payment of the rate is levied on, the owner of the
movable prqparty shall be antitléd to recover hy action
the propqrty or, if‘ié has been,sold, the full UalQe
"thereof, from the regional,démocratic council or tha

neighbourhood democratic:-council, as the case may bs,

ntiod OFI. - ‘ : T e ‘ “ . e ‘his
tation 73, .VThe‘payment‘of any rate.19v1ed under this
levy of Act may be enforced notwithstanding that the period or

the purpose in respect of which it has beeh levied has

expired or termimated,




74, Where any plantation, mine or industrial En rceme
or any land of ontri
undertaking/or any lot and building, or lot or bu on.
building, liable under sectimm 66 for the payment of
any rate is owned by two or more persons, and one of
the co-proprietors has paid more than his proper
proportiunate share of the rate to the regional
democratic council or the neighbourhood democratic
council, as the case may be, he may recover by action
trom those of his co=proprietors, who have paid or
contributed less than their proper share as aforesaid,
the amount of the excess, but in relation to the
regional democratic council or the neighbourhpod
democratic council, as the case may be, sach of the

co=-prop.cietors shall be liable for thepayment of the

whole of such rate,

75, No writ or order of sxecution of any Cond tion
gran ing

proceeding by parate or summary execution against any writ of
exec tion,

plantation, mine or industrial undertaking or any land or

lot and building or lot or building for the payment of

a rate shall be granted, unless there is produced with

the summation a certificate signed by the chzirman

of the regional democratic council or of the
neighbourhood democratic council, as the case may be,
to the effect that there was no movable property

whereon to leuy or that it had proved insufiicient,
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rvice. of 76, (1) “Vﬁere anyipefson is liable to. bay ﬁhel

nmation i
same rate referred to in sectlon 50 or 54/on the value ﬁf
rson in .

spect eof tha prcducs of, the mlnarals extractad from,’or
fferent
rms of vart‘cles manufacturad in’ more than one’ plantat;on,
operty. : ‘ :
: mlne or 1ndustt1al undertaklng, as the casa may be, the
aBerCB on that parson of a 51ngle summatlon or other~
legal proceas For tﬁs recovery of such rate calculatod on
" the ualue of tha'produce of all such plantatlons, or
the mlnerals axtracted FromAall such mines or artlcles N
- manufactured in all'éuqh induétrial‘undeftakings,vwhere
all such.plantations,'minas:or industrial undertakings
- are situated in the same'regign,shal;?ba, and is

hereby déqlafed‘tq'bé;'legal, va%id‘and §ufficieht.

: (2) ‘Where two’or more parcels: of land or

or buildlngs -

A lots/are ownad by ons and the same parson the service
pn.that person of a slngle @ummatlon or other lagal
process for %he.recovéry of the rate,,lévied,by‘a'

' nalghbourhood democratic council under SBBthﬂ 51 or

lots or bulldlngs
54(2) in respact of all such lands”@hall be, and ‘is hereby

declared to ba, legal, valid and sufflcxent,

)iotrfbu ' B i77, o Un ‘the sale of any. property by parate or -

.ion of" ) P
Jroceeds ' summary executlon under thls Act the marshal, after

) f oalB.
: . deductxng the.amount sued for and all legal and~just
- costs and'cha:ges,”shall~pay'bvér to the clerk of the

regional democratic council or of the ne ighbourhood

\47 e o e e BN S E = S b e oo




desecgetic eouncil, as the: case may be, the amount
of redes certified to be due in respect of any proporty

l

by perate or summary execution, including any
rétes wh eh have accrued due and in respeet of which

and of  amount of whiéh such clerk has given to the

) ' L
Registrar notice in writing not later than the day
before the sale.

1lts
at execution sale for the recovery of any rate under this sai o

78. Within one month after the sale of property ﬁet%rn 0
Act, the marshal shall without any charge furnish the clerk
of the regional democratic council or of the neighbourhood
democratic council, as the case may be, with a return
showing the date of sale, the amount realised, the name
of the purchaser, the amount of costs and charges and the
amount of the surplus, if any, after payment of the
amount sued for and of the costs and charges. .}

: Féaq on
L) The fees for the process of parate or pafg ;

8 or
r
summary execution shall be as may be prescribed by the axec#t{ona

Minister by regulations,

(2) No charge shall be made for travelling |
expenses, distance money, conditions of sale, copies of
documents, printing, or any other matter not specified

in the said Schedule,
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76
80, - No proceeding in any parate or summary
:‘exséufion undér‘éhis Act»sha1l be void for want of form,
igg;gngg., 'Bi;(l)‘  'No misnbwér?.miStégg, or‘informali§x5
‘co” nitted in‘anyvﬁroéégding for the recovery of a rate’
levied undar this Act shall prejudice the recovary
thereof; nor shail tha pzoceéd;ng laﬁse,fcease; or
~abate, by feagon‘of the death, resighation; or‘rEmovaI
of ths offlcer 1nst1tut1ng 1t, or of any change. in any
| - person holdlng off;ca 1n connectlon with the reglon or
'nslghbnurhood, as the case may be, but_the ufficer for
thé time being may proSécufe andfcontinue tﬁé proceeding
commenced and carrled on in tha name of any preVJUUu
offlcer in all respects as if the procaedlng had besn-
lnstltuted by hxmselfs
'§§Zi%i | (Z)a ‘ Noiperéon méy sus and no court of justice
;di:gs ﬁay entertain any action or prbcéeding_againgt,aﬁ'
5er; officer or other person‘emplﬁyad 15’exacuting:any warrant

rate.

of distress in refersnce to a rate levied under this

- Act, by reason of any mishomer, mistake or informality

>if'the'ﬁovabla prdperty seized or sw;d under - that warrant

and belonglng to the person llabla for tha payment of

the rata was in fact found upen or in any plantatlon,

“mlne.or industrial undertaklng ar any:land, lot or

building liable for the payment of the rate under section

664
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82.(1) Except as otherwise provided in sube-sectio
(2), no officer of a local democratic organ shall
purchase, either airectly or indirectly or by intere
vention of a trustee, any property sold at execution at

the instance of ths local democratic organ for recovery

of rates and every such purchase shall be null and void.

(2)
purchase at an execution sale any property which may
be nscessdary for him to purchase in order to protect

of himself, his wife or his child.

the interests

83.(1) Any local democratic organ may purchase
for the benefit of such local democratic organ any

property sold under this Act for the recovery of ratae.

G
Offi
loca
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purc
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It shall be lawful for any such officer to

Power| of
local
democ
organ
purc’ sn
prope ty
sold or th
recov ry of
rate

atic
to

Transp rt o

(2) The local democratic organ shall have power
to receive title therefor, and may, subject to this
Act, lease, sell or otherwise deal with ths same,
84.(1) The R:qistrar of Deeds shall, upon the

delivery to him of a certificate of the n1arshal (which
certificate shail te given free of charge) to ths
effect that the person described in the certificate has
under

at the execution sale for the recovery of rate

this Act purchased the property, being immovable

proper y 3o.
at exe utio
sale f r
racove Yy
ratee.

of
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‘Minister'by regulations,

78
ﬁroperty,4and pa;d the - full purchdse prlca therefor,
transport or causs to be transported to the purchaser
v_the p:operty so purchased
| (2)' ‘ SubJect to the provxslons of subsectlon_
(2), the Reglstrar of Deeds shall charge. and receive for

the,sald tranqurt such fees as may ‘be prescrlbed by the -

P f‘(

(3). thﬁiﬁg”in this section shall be construed

as afFectlng the operatlon of tha Deeds Reglstry Act9

lterostyon

lteSin -

‘TearsSe

/s

'».,._

- or any rules, regulatlons or tariff of fees for tha
%1me belng in force thereunder°

'vf
RS

85«4&) " 0n - failure to pay any rata .or 1nstalment

“of rata under thxs Rct within thxrty days of the date

on whlch 1t becomas payable undar sectlon SS tha

- PN

person 11able for payment of the rate ohall be decmed

‘to be in arrears For the purposes of this Act, and

' theraupoh -

(a) where the rate is payaﬁib in
instalments, the-unéaid portioh;of
'tha rata for the whole ysar shall

be deemed bo have becoma due and

"payabla and may be racoverad ﬁortho"

wltn as. rate in arrgars,'and




(b)

19

interest at twelve per cent per annum
shallbe payable on the rate or the
unpaid portion of tha rate for the
whole year, ap the case may be,which
has bscome due and payable, up to the
date of payment or recovery thereof;
and such interest may be recovered in
the same manner as hereinbefore
provided for the recovery of a rate
levied by a regional democratic
council or a neighbourhood democratic

council,as the case may be,

'PART 1V

FINANCIAL PROCEDURE

The financial year of a local democratic

organ shall be tha period of twelve months commencing

on the first day of January.

87.(1) Each local damocratic organ shall establish Func

two funds, namely:~-

(a)

(b)

the Ceneral Revenue Fund; an

the Loan Fund,

Findncial
yeat,

loca
ocra
orgéa

s of
1l dem
tic
ns,
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80
7 ;" () The revenues of a local democratic organ
shall consist of all moneys recelved by it from any
source mhatsoever,'not being moneys recelved by way of
I.%
uloan, and shall be credited to the General Revenuu Fund

"‘;of the local dechratlc organ, .

u(3) . ALY expendlture of a local democ&at*c :
‘organ other. than that flnanced by loan_shall be dlscnargedb

from the General Revenue Fund,

'"(g),- ‘saparéta accounts shall bg-kept of receipts

'carried‘to_andfpaymentstmade out of the General Revenue

Fund =
(a) for general ‘purposes; and.
{b) for eacn special purposs.
. (5) - No moneys standing to the credit of a

special purpoée account shall be used»fornany,purpuée~

other than that for which they have bsen providad,
(6) Moneys received by a local democratlc organ

fby way of loan shall be credlted to the Loan Fund of the

local democratlc organe

. el
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(7) The Minister may, by Financial Regulations,
prescribe the procedure for the payment of moneys into
and withdrawal of moneys from the General Revenue Fund

and Loan Fund of a local democratic organ,

Ch f
68. When money is borrowed to meet any 10:;9 00
head f

expenditure of a local democratic organ, which is expeniture

chargeable to a particular head of expenditure, there

shall be debited to that head of expenditure all sums

required for repayment of the loan and for payment of

interest thereon,

Mnneﬁs to

89, A1l moneys received by or on behalf of a be paid in
: . . approyacd
local democratic organ shall be delivered to the chief ank,|
financial officer of that local democratic organ who ehall |
deposit them with a bank approved by resolution of the
local democratic organ.,
Pdymant

90. All payments on account of a local

democratic organ shall be made by the chief finance officer%:

of that democratic organ in pursuance of an order 5i:”ed t
signed by the chairman thereofj; and all cheques for paymant

of moneys shall be signed by the chief finance officer

and counter-signed by =

(a) the clerk of the local democratic

organ; or



(b)

82

such other officer of the local

democratic organ as may be

authorised by the chairman thereof

in that behalf:

Provided that the folldwing

payments may ba made out of the

General Revesnue Fund of a local

democratic organ without the order

of the chairman thereof

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

payments of remuneration and
allowances to chairman
and other members of the local

democratic organ;

payments of emoluments and
allowances to any person
employed by the local

democratic organ, not being

a daily or weekly paid employee;

and

payments not excesding five
hundred dollars in relation to
services provided in ths

estimates,
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91. R local democratic organ may not authorise Wrlte=of
by local
the writing=-off of sums payable to the local democratic de tcrat
organ,
organ or of deficiencies of cash or stores except upun o
grounds prescribed by Financial Regulations made by the
Minister and of amounts not exceeding the amounts thereby
prescrited,
Invelstmen
92, Subject to Finmancial Regulations made ’deunds.
by the Mjinister, a local democratic organ may invaost any
of its moneys in such manner as it determines,
93, A local democratic organ may insure = Ins ance,

(a) all or any of its movable or
immovable property against risks of
any kind and may also insure its
members, employees in its service
and any other person against loss
of life or injury suffered whilst
pertorming any duty on behalf of the

local democratic organ;

(b) against any liability to any person
in connection with any of its
oroperty or through any action or
default of any employee in its

service or any other person:
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(c) against loss of money or securities
arising out of or caused by the
negligence or wilful act of any of

its employees or any other person,

94, Proper books of account shall be kept by
every local democratic organ in accordance with the

Financial Regulations made by the Minister,

95.(1) R local democratic organ may enter into
contracts necessary for the discharge of any of its
duties,

(2) Any contract referred to in subsection (1)
shall be entered into by thz chairman of the local

dsmocratic organ on its behalf,

(3) The procedure for entering into contracts,
including the form in which a tender shall be submitted,
the earnest money, if any, required to be deposited and
the procedure for tendsring and acceptance of the tender,
shall bs such as may be prescribed by the Financial

Regulations made by the Minister,

Estimates

96.(1) Every local damocratic organ s3hall, not
later than the sevaenth day of November in every year,

cause to be submitted to it estimates of the income and
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expenditure (hereinafter referred to as annual estimates)
of the local democratic organ for the next financial

year,

(2) The annual estimates shall be in such
form and set cut such information as is prescribed by

Financial Regulations made by the Minister,

(3) The annual estimates shall be accompanied
by a report on th2 activities of the local democratic

organ in that financial year.

(4) The local democratic organ shall finalise
the estimates within seven days of its submission at a

meeting held for that purpose,

(5) Every local democratic organ in a regicn
shall submit a copy of the annual estimates so finalisad
along witha copy of the report referred to in subsection

(3) to the chairman of the concerned regional democraotic

council,

97.(1) The chairman of the -egional democratic
council shall, on a day not la}e; than the first day of
.December every year, call a meeting of the chairmen of
all the local democratic organs in the region for which
that regional democratic council is established for th2
purpose of planning and coordinating the activitites of

8l1 the local uemocratic organs in the fregion for the

next financial year.

cr
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1 der
ic

ns it
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(2) Notice of the meating shall be givoen also
to the Minister and the Minister may attend any such

mee ting.

(3) The chairman of the regional democratic

council concerned shall preside over the mesting:

Provided that if the Minister attends any

such meeting he shall preside over it,

(4) The moeting shall discuss the performance

of the local democratic organs in the regioo in that

financial year and the development plans and activillies
proposed to be undertaken by them in the next financial
year and suggest modifications in respect of such plans
and activities and the annual estimates, having regard
to the need for the coordination of the activities of
all thelocal democratic organs in the region and tha

finance available,

(5) The annual estimates of every local
democratic organ in a region shall, if found necessary
be modified by it in the light of the suggestions made under
sutsection (4):

Provided that any local democratic organ,
aggrieved by the suggestions made under subsection (4),

may make a representation to the Minister setting



forth its case and the Minister, after considering all
material circumstances and factors, issue approprizte
directions which shall be binding on all the local

democratic organs in the region,

98.(1) If it appears to a local democratic organ, Sy lame
ita
after the commencement of any financial year, that es ymate

insufficient provision has been made in the estimates for
that year, such local democratic organ may, not later than
the thirtye-first day uf May that year, cause to be
submitted to it supplementary estimates of income and

expenditure for that year.

(2) Before such supplementary sstimates are
considered at any me2ting of the local democratic organ,
the chairman of the regional democratic council for the
concerned region shall be consulted and his suggestions,
if any, thereon shall be placed before the mesting of the
local democratic organ held to consider the supplementary

estimates,

(3) The Minister may, if he deams proper so to
do, direct a local democratic organ not te adopt any
supplementary estimates for any financial year or to

adopt the same with the modifications suggested by him,
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(4) The supplementary estimates of a local
democratic organ shall be in such form and set out such
information as is prescribed by Financial Regulations

made by the Minister.

Audit

99.(1) All accounts of a local democratic organ
shall be made up yearly to the end of the financial year
to which they relate by the chief finance officer of the
local democratic organ and shall be so made up not later
than four months after the end of such year and shall be

audited by the auditor as soon as practigable.

(2) If the chief finaonce officer neglects to
make up ths accounts as required by subsection (1), he

shall be guilty of an offence,

(3) The auditor shall give the chief finance
officer concerned one months's notice in writing of the
dateon which he intends to commence the audit of

the accoynts of the local democratic o.gan,

(4) The chief finance officer shall prepare
a financial statement of the accounts of thelocal
democratic crgan in such form and with such number of
copies as may be prescribed by Financial Requlations
made by the Minister and shall submit the statement to

tha auditor at the commencement of tho audit,



90

on the accounts audited 4dnd shall send the aport
repoquto the local democratic organ concerned a a c

thereof to the Minister,

(7) The local democratic organ shall, "thin
one month of the receipt of the report of the au "tor
consider it at a meetin3 called for that purpose nd

y
forward its commrents on the report to the Minister,

(8) The Minicter shall, after considerl:g tha
report of the auditor and the comments of ths co cerna
local democratic organ thereon issus appropriatei
directions to the local democratic organ and the local
democratic organ shall implement such directicn= as
expeditiously as possible, and if any bedlen
specifisd by the Minister for the implementation of an

such dire tion within the time so specified,

(9) The Minister shall make, and may am d or

vary, a scale of charges payable by local democratic

organs in respect of the duties imiosed upon and?
discharged by- the auditor and the charges sholl  pai
to the Auditor General within one month after th date

the completion of the audit,

(10) In this section and sections 100, 1

and 102 "auditor"™ m2ans -
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(5) The auditor shall, in auditing the accounts
a local democratic organ, have all tho powars that an
Jitor has, under sections 181, 182 and 184 of the
vicipal and District Councils Act, in auditing the
sounts of the city Council and the provisions of the
stions aforesaid shall apply to the audit of the
sounts of a local democratic organ by the auditor in
t same manner as they apply to the audit of the accounts
the City Council by the auditor, subject to the

Jification that -

(a) reference therein to "a 1local
government officer" shall be
deamed to be reference to an
officer of the local democratic

-aorgan concerned; and

(b) the words "and shall belliable on
ccnviction on indictment to the
same punishment as for perjury, undel
section 325 of the Criminal Law
(0ffences) Act" in section 181(3)

shall be deemed to be omitted,

(6) Within one month of the cpmpletion of the
dit of the accounts of a local democratic organ, or as

on as practicable thereafter, the auditor shall

Cap, 28:01
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102, A . local democratic organ may, anthen Xe]
dirsecled by the Minister shall, in consultation with the
auditor, meke arrangzaments for a regular system of
internal audit which shzll be in addition to the auujt

-~

provided for in sections 99 and 100,
Report of Activities

103.(1) Every local democratic organ in a reg on
other than a regional democratic council shall, not
later than the thirtye-first day of March in every
year, submit to the chairman of the regional democqetic
council of that regicn a report in writing contain ng

an account of its activities,

2) A reyional damocratic council shall, 1ot
latar than the thirtieth day of April in every year
submit to the Minister a report which shall be in tio
parts, ths first part containing an account of the.
activities of that regional democratic council and h2

second part containing summaries of th2 reports of he

other local damocratic organs in the region,

(3) Copies of the reports referred to in
subsections (1) and (2) shall be open for public
inspection at the office of the local democratic orghn
concernad and notice thereof shall be published by such
local democratic organ and the notice shall refer to thez

right of ingspection,
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(i) the Auditor General; or

(ii) any other public officer
authorised in that behalf by

the Auditor General.,

100.(1) The Minister may at any time request the Extra=-
ordinary
auditor to hold an extraordinary audit of any accounts audit,

of a local democratic organ; and a local democratic organ
may at any time and at its own expense request the
auditor to hold and extraordinary audit of any of its

accounts,

(2) An extracrdinary audit held under subsection
(1) shall be deemed to be an audit for the purposes of
section 141 and the provisions of that section except

the provisions contained in subsection (4) thereof shall

apply accordingly.

101, Without prejudice to tha provisions
Inspection,
contained in sections 99 and 100, the auditor shall
have power at any time to iBspect any account, book
or document of, and to make a chack of any bank accounts
and cash balances held on behalf oFngocal democratic
organ and in carrying out any such inspection the
auditor shall have the same powers as he has under
section 182(a) and (b) of the Municipal and District
Cap. 28:01

Councils Act while carrying out the audit of the

accounts of a City Council,
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Ceneral
PnnalLiT
104, Where any act or omission has bgen declarsd FOF
offences
by any provision of this Part, or by any provisicn of undzr th
.P.art °

any other written law made applicable in regard to any
matter by any provisicn of this Part (not being an act or
omission for which penalty has been specifisd in the
provision as so made applicable), as an offence, any
person who is guilty of that offence shall be liable

on summary conviction to a fine of five thousand dollars

and imprisonment for six months,

Financial .

105,.(1) The Minister may make Financial Regulation
Regulations for controlling and mamaging the financi=2l

business of local democratic organs,

(2) Without prejudice to the gznarality of
the powsrs conferred by subssection (1), the Financial
Regulations may provide for all or any of the following
matters -

(2) tha procedure of the Rating

Committess;

(b) the preparatinn and keeping of
accounts, balance shests,financial

statemants and abstracts of accounts;

S



(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

(h)

(i)

94

appointmant and composition of
committees for requlating ard
ccntrolling the finances of local
democratic organs and the regulatinn
of the procedure and dutics of

such committees;

the purchase of stores and equip-
ment and the custody and issuem

thereof;

the receipt, transmission and

safe custody of cash;

the preparaticn and .submission
of estimates including supplementary

estimates;

the expenditure which may be incurred
in a financial year before approval

of the estimates for that year;

the procedure for borrowing;

the procedure feor the issue of
bonds, the form of the bonds, re-
placement of defaced or lost bonds
and all othzr matters relatad to thaz

issue of bonds;



(J)

k)

(1)

(m)

(n)

95

the procedure for payment of monays
into and withdrawal of monays from
the Ceneral Revenus Fund and Loan

fund of local democratic organs;

invastmant of moneys by local

demorratic organs;

advanced to the zmployzecz of

local democratirce organs;

the proccsdure feor aentering into
contracts, including the form in
which a tender shall bn submitted,
the earnest monny, if any, requirnd
to be deposited with thz tender and
the procedure for tendering snd

acceptance of the tender;

the grouncds upon which a local
democratic srgan may authorisa. the
writing off of sums payable to the
local democratic organ or of
d2ficiencies of cash or stores*and
the limitaticn on the amount whirh
could be so authorised to be w itten

offe
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(3) The Financial Regulatinns may preccribe

the form of any account, notice sr other documant,

PART V

wercise ~f CXCRCISC OF FUNCTIONS TN CERTAIN £ASES

funections
where a

In=n)

Grzmo - 106, Where a local democratic orgnan hes net heen
cratic

-Tgan nstablished for, or is not functioning in rezpect of,

ot

any Area, but there is or are onme or mora other local
democratic organs functioning in respect of that Arean,

; c 2 i s e ed is Rct
aatablished A1l or any cf the functions conferred by this Act on

Tor dr nct
funzdfioning
in rospnst

sf ~ny Area,

the first menticnad local demacratic organ may hn
exercisaed and discharged by any other local democrntic
organ or local democratic organs having jurisdictian
over ths Area, or by the Minister, as may bo specified

by tha Minister by notificaticn in the Gazottn,

Fxeraoics of 107, Whera no local darccratizc nrgan has hoen
Tunctions

whnre no zstablished for, or is functioning in respect of, any
local damoe-

crat’'c araza of Guyana nll tha functions eonferred on all lo=znl
nrygan

artablizshed democratic organs in r2
far ony fraoa,
cxercisnd and dincharged by the Minister,

gect of that area cshall te

n
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PART VI

SPECIAL PROVISICNS RELATING TO CITY AMD TOWN
COUNCILS AND AMCRINDIAN DISTRICT, ARZA AND
VILLAGE COUNCILS
Dofinit: s

108. In this Part - for this art,
Cap. 28:

(3) "City" and "Town" have the same

meanings as in the Municipal and

District Ccuncils Act;

(b) "council" means =-

(i) *he municipal council in

and for the City;

(ii) the municipal council in 2nd
for tha Town; and
(iii) the town zouncil estahli<hed

for any town undar section 33

of the Municipal and District

Councils Act;

-

(b) "District Council", "Area Council™ 2D

é9:01

and "Villaga Council" m2an o
Cistrict .Council, Area Council and‘h
Village Ccuncil establiched undar

the Amerindian Act,
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Restrintions

in applica
tionaf this
At Lo
counacils
and
Dintrict,
Rrea and
Villone

Councils,

Cap. ?78:01

Cap. 20301
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109, Subject to the cther provisions of this
Fart, this Act shall apply to a council and to a
District Cauncil, Area Council or VYillage Council and
to every local democratic organ established within tho
City, the Town or ary other town established under
section 33 of the Municipal and DPistrict Councils Act,
or within an Ame-indian Arsa, Amerindian District or
Amerindian VUillage, suhbjact to such modifications as

the Minister may spacify by order,

110,(1) For the purposes of this Rct the cnuncil
in and for the City shall be deemed to be a district
democratic council and shell exercise and discharge such
of the functions of a district democratie coumcil as

4+ i~
wrl

Minister may specify by order,

6]

(2) for the purposes of this Act a council
in and for the Toum, or in and for any other town
ectablicshed under sccticn 33 of the Municipal and
District Councils Act, shall be docmad to be a
community democratic council and shall exsrcise and
dizchorge such of tha functicns of a community
domocratic council as the Minister may cpenify hy

ocrder,

(3) For the purposes of this fct a District

Council, Area Council or Village Council shall be -
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daemad to be neighbourhood democratie counci)anl shall
exercise and discharge such of the functions of a

neighbourhood democratic council as the Minister may

srecify by order,

(a4) Where *hz Minister has not specifiad by
ordear mepde under preceding provisions of &hisc section

in relation to -

(a) the council in and for Lhe City
all the functicns of a dis'rict

democratic councily

(b) the ccuncil in and for tha Town, or
in and for any aother town astablished
ander sascticn 32 of the Municipal
and Pistriet Councils Act, all the
functions of a community democratic

council; or

(¢) a District Council, Area Council or
Village Council all the functions of

a neighbourhood democratic council,

such of those functions as nct so spacified shall &
exercisad and discharged by thz Minister or any other
local democratic organ as may be specified by tha

Minister by order.
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(5) Any locz2l democratic organ est=blished

within tha City, the Town or ony othor toun

astablished under ssction 33 ef the Municipel and
ﬁgp.‘zp:nl»DiStriCt Councile Act, or within an Amecindian Ristrict,
Amzrindizan Aréa or Amgrindian Yillage, shall cxorrice
and discharg2 such of tha functi.rs canfarred 'y this
Act on that local democratic orgen as the Minister may
zgecify by srder; and wvhere the Ministoi has not spe=ifiad
in the order in relaticn tg 20y cuch loca2l demacratic
crgan all) the functions ~<oaferred on th:s local
demncratie organ by this fct, such of thase funcli-ns
as not so specified shall be exercised and discharged

- by the Minister or any other local democratic organ

as may be specified by the Minister by order.

PART VII
MISCELLANEOUS

Delegation 111.(1) A local democratic organ may, by resolution,

of
functions
to

committee
or member. gpecified therein or to a member of the local democratic

delegate to a committee consisting of such number of

the members of the local democratic organ as may be

organ any function conferred on it by or under this Act

or any other written law,

(2) A committee referred to in subsection (i) may

be a standing committee or a committee constituted for

any specific purpose.
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112, Save as otherwise provided in this Act, in
the event of a dispute among two or more local
democratic organs relating to a matter which cannot
be amicably settled among themselves, the dispute shall
be referred by amy or all of such local democratic
organs to the Minister whose decision on the matter in

dispute shall be final,

113, The Minister may make regulations for
carrying out the purgoses of this Act and, without
prejudice to the generalitly of the foregoling, such
regulations may in particular provide for the forms
required for the purroses of this Act and tho fees

payable under any provision thereof.

114, Where there 1s any incensistency belween the
provisions of this Act an? the provisions of the
Local Democratic Organs Act 1980 (including the
provisions of the Municipal and District Councils Act
made applicable to regional democratic councils by
section 32 of the Local Democratic Organs Act 1980),

the provisions of this Act shall prevail,

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
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26 The functions of the various local democratic

organs are dealt with in Part II of the Bill.

3 Clause 106 of the Bill seeks to provide that
where only some of the local democratic organs,
contemplated by the Local Democratic Organs Act 1980
(No. 12 of 1980), have been established for any area,
the functions conferred by this Bill on any local
democratic organ not established are to be p:rformed
by the local democratic organ specified by the
Minister, or by the Minister. However, where no local
democratic organ has been established for any area,
the functions conferred on all locnl demozratic organs
for that area are to be performed by the Miniater. (Sece

clause 107 of the Bill).

seeks to
4. Part VI of the Ril11/make cpecial provisions

relating to the City Council for Georgetown, town
councils for New Amsterdam and other towns and
Amerindian District, Area and Village Councils. Under
the Bill the City Ccuncil for Ger~rgetown shnll perform
such of the functions of a district democratic council,
and the town councils for New Amsterdam anl other towns
such of the functions of a community democratic cownecil,
as may be sprcified by the Minister. Clause 110(3) of
the Bill s2eks to confer on Amerindian District, Area
and Village Councils such funchions of a nelghbourhood

democratic council as may be specified by the Minister.
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The functions sought to be conferred on these bodies
by the Bill are in addition to the functions conferred
on them by the Municipal and District Councils Act

(Cap. 28:01) or the Amerindian Act (Cap. 29:01).

5. Part IITI of the Bill seeks to make provisions
in respect of the financial resources of local democratic
organs. The regional democratic councils and neighbour=-
hood democratic councils only are sought to be given
rating rowers. These provisions are contained in
clsuses 50 to 54 of the Bill. A regional democratic
council is required to share the rate levied by it with
the sub-regional, district and community democratic
councils in the region and the rates levied by a
neighbourhood democratic council are required to be
shared by it with the people's co-operative democratic
councils in the neighbourhood. (See clause 60 of the
Bill). Provisions for certain other sources of income
of local democratic organs are sought to be made in

clauses 61 and 62 of the Bill.

6. Provision for Rating Committees for regions
and neighbourhoods is sought to be made by clause 65

of the Bill.

Te Clauses 66 to 85 of the Bill seek to pirescribe
the procedure relating to the collection and recovery

of rates and interest payable on rates in arrears.
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8. Part IV of the Bill seeks to make provisions
in respect of the financial procedure to be followed

by local democratic organs.

J R T HONAS

Minister of Regional Development.
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