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A BILL 

Intitule\:! 

AN ·AcT to confer certain privileges and immunities on members of 
the Diplomatic Services, the Consular Senices and on the United 
Natioo.� and the Specialized Agencies by giving. the force of law 
iu Guyana to certain articles of the Vienna Convention on 
Diplomatic Relations, the Vienna Convention on Consular Rela­
tions, the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the 
vmtect Nauons and the Convention on tiie Privileges and Im­
munities of the Specialized Agencies and for other purposes. 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyana :-

PART I - PRELIMINARY 

A,D. 1910. 

1. This Act may •be cited as the Privileges and Immunities ShM title.
(Diplomatic, Consular, and International Organisations) Act, 1970. 

In this Act- . 
"the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the 
Specialized Agencies" means the Convention on the 
Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies 
approved by the Gelneral Asse,mb:ty of the United Nations 

·onl'lre-ztirr-November,-W.4.'.7.; .. ____ ·-
"the General Convention" means the C��;;utl�u-;;n-ihe 
Privileges and Immunities of tile United Nations adopted 
by the General Assembly of the United Nations oo 'the 
13th February, 1946; 

"the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations" means the 
Vienna Convention oo Consular Relations signed at
Vienna on the 24th Ap>;il, 1963; 

"the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations" means 
the Vie!lllla Convention on Diplomatic Relations signed 
at Vienna on the 18th April, 1961. 

PART 11- JJlPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES AND !M.'11:UNITIES 

llnterpvetation. 

3. (1) Subject to section 4, the Articles set ont in the firstAppl!rntlon o!
schedule (being Articles of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic �nv��":1:'! 

00 

Relations) shall have the force of law in Guyana and shall for that Rtpto.mati, 
purpose be construed in accordance with the following provisions of Fii\�"s'.:iiooute, 
this section. 

(2) In the Articles referred to iu subsection (!)-
"agents of the receiving State" shall be construed as in­
cluding any police constable and any person exercising
a power of ei,t:ry to any premises under any law in force
in Guyana;
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"member of the family" shall be construed as meaning 
in relation to any person, the spouse or any dependenl 
relative of that person; 

"Ministry of Foreign Affairs or such other Mirnistry as 
may be agreed" shall be constrned as meaning the Min­
istry of External Affairs of the Government of Guyana; 

.. m1ss10n" shall be construed as meaning any Embassy or 
High Commission; 

"natiooal of the receiving State" shall be construed as 
meaning any citizen of Guyana. 

(3) For the purposes of Article 32 a waiver by the head of
the mission of any State or any person performing his functions shall 
be deemed to be a waiver by that State. 

( 4) The exemption granted by Article 33 with respect to any
se!t'1ces shall ,be deemed to except those services from any class of 
employm<mt which is insurable employment, or in respect of which 
contributions are required to be paid, under the National Insurance 

"and Social Security Act, 1969. 

(5) Articles 35, 36 aud 40 shall be construed as granting
any privilege or immunity which they require to be granted. 

( 6) The references in Articles 3 7 and 3 8 to the ex toot to
which any privileges and immunities are admitted by the receiving 
State arid to additional privileges -and immunities that may be granted 
by the receiving State shall be construed as referring respectively to 
the extent to which any privileges arnd immunities which the Minister 
may speeify by order and to any additional privileges and immunities 
that may be so specified . 

. �::i�·fy0��\
nd 

.4 (1) If it- appears to the Minister that the privileges and im­
mo.cation of munities accorded to a mission of Guyana in the ten-itory of any State 
:1;����fes.and or to the persons connected with that mis_siorn are- less than th9se

Agreem-e,nts 
prov!cling frr 
additlonal or 
teduceci privi­
leges and 
immunities, 

cinferred by this Act on the mission of that State or on persons con­
nected with that mission, the Minister may, by order, withdraw such 
of the privileges and immunities so conferred fr.om the mission of that 
State or from such persons connected with it as appears to the Minis-
ter to be proper. 

(2') When any privileges and immunities are withdrawn from 
any State by the Minister under subsection ( 1), the Minister may te­
instate snch privileges to that State at any time if it appears to him 
to be proper to do so. 

( 3) An order made under subsection (1) shall be disregarded
for the purposes of paragraph (a) .. ot the proviso to article 23 of the 
Constitntiorn of Guyana. 

. 5. (1) The Minister may, by order, confer immunities or pri ..
vlleges other than those conferred by or under the provisions of this
Part in respect ot' any Sovereign Power or any class of persons em­ptoyed by s\lch Power if in the opinion of the Minister such immunities



5 

or privileges are necessary to a=d with corrcspondh1g immunities 
and privileges grrunted by such Power m respect of Guyana. 

(2) Where any agreement between Guyana and any other
�tate provides for according to a Sovereign Power or any cla�s of 
persons employed by such Power some but not all of t!'� pnvileg:15 
and immunities accorded to them bv or under the prov1s10n of this 
Part the Minister .may, by order, provide for excluding with respect 
to such Power and a:nv class of persons employed by such Power, 
any of those privileges and immunities which are not provided by the 
agreement. 

PART III - CONSULAR PRIVILEGES AND IMMUN!TII'.S 

6. ( 1) Subj0ct to section 7, the provisipns set out - in the second �v�1
:,� ci

'schedule (being Articles or parts of Articles of the Vienna Com•ention Convention "" 
on Cc,nsular Relations) shall have the force of law in Guyana and l/�f

a
';,'!;';;. 

shall for that purpose·· be construed in accordance with subsections s
9
·,ro

h 
nd 

(2) to (10).
, odulp. 

(2) In the aforesaid provisions -
"autilorltles of the receiving State" sh[!! be construed as
including any police constll!ble and any person exercising 
a power of entry to any premises under any law; 

"grave crime" shall be construed as meaning any offence 
punishab'le (on a first comiction) with imprisonment for 

·- -�-a-tern:J.-that.Jlll!)':_extend to five years or with a moresevere �entence; 
--·----- -- ------------ ----------·- _

"member of the family" shall be construed as meaning 
in relation to any person, the spouse or any dependant 
relative of that person; 

"'Ministry of Foreign Affairs" shall be construed as mean­
ing the Ministry of External Affairs of the Government 
ot Uuyana; 

"mission" shall be construed as meaning a11y Embassy or 
High Commission; 

"national of the receiving State" shall be construed as 
mea11i1t1g any citizen of Guyana. 

(3) The reference in paragraph 2. of A;rtlcle 17 to any pri­
vileges and immunities accorded by customary international Jaw or 
by international agreements shall be construed as a reference to any 
privileges and immlll1ities conferred under Parts IV, V ood VI. 

( 4) The references iQ Article 44 to matters connecte\.l with
the exercise of the fu11Ctio111s of members of a consular post shall be 
construed as references to \natters connected with the exet'cise of con­
sular function, by consular officers or consular employees, 

. (5) For th'.' purpo':"s of Article 45 and that Article as applied 
by Article 58 a waiver shall be deemed to have been expressed by a 

-
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��ate if it has •been expressed by the head or any person for that time 
being performing the functions of the head of the diplomatic mission 
of tbat State or, if there is no such mission, of the consular post con­
cerned. 

1 

. (6) The exemption granted by Article 48 with respect to any 
services shall be deemed to except those services from any class of 
employm<lnt which is insurable employment, or in respect of which 
contributions are required to be paid, under the National Insurance
and Social Security Act, 1969. -

(7) Articles 50, 51, 52, 54, 62 and 67 shall be construe<\ as
granting any privilege or immunity which they require to be granted. 

( 8) The �eforence in Article 57 to the privileges and im­
munities provided in Chapter II shall be construed as referring to 
those provided in Section II of that Chapter. 

(9) The reference in Article 70 to the rules international
law concerning diplomatic relations shall be construed as a reference 
to the provisions of Part II. 

(10) The reference in Article 71 to additional privileges and
immunities that may be granted by the receiving State or to privileges 
and immunities so far as these are granted by the receiviug State shall 
be ccinstrued as referring lo such privileges and immunities as may be 
spccifield by the Minister by order, 

1. The provisions of sections 4 and 5 shall, as they apply
to a mission and to·perso.ns connected therewith, apply mutatis mutan­

dis in relation to a collllular ,post and the persons connected therdwith. 

8. {l) A diplomatic agent or consular officer of. any State may,
if authorised to do so under the laws of that State administer oaths, 
affidavits and· do notarial acts--- . 

(a) required by a person for use in that State or under
the laws thereof; or

(b) otherwise required by a national of that State but
not for use in Guyana except under the laws of some
'other country.

· (2) The Minister may, by order, exclu\:le or restrict the pro­
visions of the preceding subsection in relation to the diplomatic agents 
or consular officers of any State if it appears to hlm that in any terri­
tory of that State diplomatic agents or consular officers of Guyana are 
not permitted to perform functions corresponding in nature and extent 
to those authotised by that subsection. 

(3) In this section "diplc;matic agent" has the same miianing
as in Article 1 in the fiFst schedule, 

9. If consular officers are appointed by the Government of
any other country within the Commonwealth or of the Republic of 
Ireland to serve iu Guyana the Minister may, by order, make such 
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adaptations of arty provimon of. the Merchan_t Shipping Acts 1894 to
1965 of the United Kingdom m so far as 1t forms part of the law 
of Guylllla or the Cons�ar Conventions Ordina.nce referring to a
consular officer of a foreign state as appear to h1m to be necessary 
or expe,Uent to make the provision applic"ble to com;ular 
officers appointed as aforesaiid Md to dispense with any requirement 
as to the conclusion of a consular convention .. 

PART IV - PRIVILEGES AND IM1\1UNITIES OF THE CNITED 
NATIONS, AND OF JVDGES OF, ANT> SUITORS TO, THE 

INTERNATIONAL COlJRT OF JUSTICE 

10. (1) The Articles set out in the third schedule (beino Articles App!icetion of, o the General 
of the General Convent1011) shall have the force of law in Guyana Conventi"". 
and shall be coostrued in accordance with the foriowing provisions of fcl�e1ui,. 
this section. 

(2) In the Articles referred to in subsection (1 )-

(a) the reference in Article 1 to the effect that the United
Nations shall possess juridical personality shall be
construed as meaning that the United Nations is a
body corporate;

(b) the term "a national" in relation to Gu, ana shall be
construed as meaning a citven of Guyana.

11. .. Th.,'-Minister m�y;by order, confer on the- judges and �un'\'"
registrars of the ··'International Court of Justice established under the it 1,,,r.,:n';:\'." 
Charter of the United Nations anu on suitors to that Court and their ,na �uitm to 

t 1 d d '" h .  .. "J dtMlntct- .agen s, counse an a vocat-es, sue lllllnuruttes, pr1v1 eges an tl'ltioMi 'Court 
facilities as may be required to give effect to any resolution of, or oi Jus:lce. 
convention approved by, th� General Assembly of the United Nations. 

PART V - PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF THE 
SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 

12. ( 1) The Articles set out in the toiuth schedule (being Articles App!!collon of
· ol the Convention 011 the Privileges and Immumties of the Specialized the Conve�,ion

· , • • 
' on .tb Jlrivi-

Agenc1es) shall have the force ot law m Guyana and shall be construed leg" end 

in accordance with the following provisions of this section. :
m

g�
t

�f:U�d
' 

Agencies, 

(2) In the Articles referred to in subsection (I)- t'i:'�ie. 
(a) the reference in section 3 of Article TI to the effect

that the Specialised Agencies shall possess juridical
personality ·shall be con,1:rued as meaning that the
Specialized Agencies are bodies corporate;

( b) the term "a national" in relation to Guyana shall be
l.'Onstrued. as meaning a citizen of Guyana.
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PART VI - PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF SPECIFIED 
ORGANISATIONS AND OF REPRESENTATIVF$ ATTENDING 

. INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

13. ( i) This section shall apply to any organisation declared by
the Minister, by order, to be an organisation of which� 

(a) Guyana, or the Government of Guyana, and
(b) one or more other sovereign Powers, or the Govern­

ment m Governments of one or more such Powers,
are me,mbern. 

(2) Subject to subsection (7), the Minister may, by order,
specify an organisation to which this section applies and may make 
any one or more of the following provisions in respect of the organ­
isation so specified (hereinafter in this section referred to as "the 
organisation") that is to say-

are-

( a) confer oo the organisation the legal capacities of a
body' corporate;.

(b) provide that the· organisation shall, to such extent as
may be specified in the order, have the privileges an<l
immunities set out in Part I of the fifth schedule;

( c) confer the privileges and immunities set out in Part
II of the fifth schedule to such extent as may ge
specified in the o'l'der, on persons of any such class
as is mentiooed in subsection (3);

( d) confer the privileges and immunities set out in Part
III of the fifth ,schedule, to such <>xtent as may be
specified in the order, on Stich classes of officers an<l
servants of the organisation (not being classes men­
tioned in subsection (3) ) as may be so specified.

( 3) The classes of persons referred to in subsection 2 ( c)

(a) persons who (whether they represent Governmmts or
not) are representatives to the organisation or repre­
sentatives on, or members of, any organ or committee
of the organisation;

(b) such number of officers of the organisation as may
be specified in the order, being the holders ( whether
perrnaJUent or otherwise) of such high offices in the
organisation as may be so_specified; and

( c) persons employed by or serving under the organ­
isation as exper ts or as persons engaged on missions
for the organisation.

. . ( 4) Where an orl:ler is made under subsection (2), the pro-·
VlSlons of .Part IV of the fifl11 schedule shall have effect for the purpose
of extencling to the staffs of representatives mentioned in subsection 



9 

(3) (a) and to. the families of officers of the organisation any im•
munities and privileges conferred on the representatives or officers
mentioned in subsection ( 3), except in so far as the operation of
the provisions of the said Part IV is excluded by the order conferring
the immunities and privileges.

(5) Where an order ill made under subseetion (2'), then for
the purpose of giving effect to any agreement made in that behalf 
between Guyana or the Governrueint of Guyana and the organisation 
the Minister ma�,by the same or any subsequent order confer the 
eiemptions set out in subsection ( 6) in respect o!-

(i) members of the staff of the organisation recognised
by the Government of Gnyana as holding a rank
·equivalent to that of a mplomatic agent, and

(ii) members of the family of any such member of the
staff of the organisation who form part of his ho_use­
hold.

( 6) In the event of the death of the person ill re�pect of whom
the exemptions under subsection (5) are conferred, exemptions from-

(a) estate duty leviable on his death under any law for
the time being in force in Guyana in respect _of mov­
able property which is in Guyana immeaiately before
his aeath and the presence of which in Guyana at
that time is due solely to ills presence there ir\ the
capacity by reference to which the ex�mptions are

· conferred;�, --,�---� L-.�--,� 
(b) capital gains tax on net chargeable gains in relation

to any snc.h mo.vable property accruing to that person
in the year oJ' assessment in whieh he died.

(7) Any order made UD,der subsection (2) OT (5) shall be
so framed as to secure--

( a) that the privileges and immunities conferred by the
qrder are not greater in. ex:te:ut than those which,
at tne tune whe11 the order takes effect, are required
to oe conferred in accordance with any agreement
w wmcn uuyana or tne ljovernment is then a party
(whether made with one or more other sovereign
Powers or Governments or made with one or more
organisatiOl!lS such all · are mentioned in .subsection
(1) ), and · 

(b) that no privilege or immunity is conferred on any
person as the representative of Guyana or of the

1 Government of Guyana, or as a member of the staff
of such a representative.

14. ( 1) Where a: conference is hcld in Guyana and is attended by, __ 
· f th · . , .uumunl.tte$ representatives o e governments of one or more sovereign Powers and 

and it appears to the Minister that doubts may arise as to the extent Pdvilegos or
. , representatives to Whlcn the representa1vcs of thooe governments (other than theattonding · 

lnto.nnattooaj 
conforences, 
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Government ol Guyana) and members ol their official staffs are 
entitled to immunities and privileges, the Minister may, by notice in 
the Gazette, direct that every repre!lentative of any such Government 
(other than the Government ol Guyana) shall for the purpose of any 
enactment or custom relating to diplomatic immunities and privileges, 
be treated as if he ·were a head of mission, and that such of the mem0 

bers .of his official staff as the Mini<lter may, from time to time, direct 
shall be treated for the purpose aforesaid as if they were members 
of the official staff of a head ol mission. 

(2) .For the purposes of subsection (1), the :Minister may
compile a list of the representatives of the governments aforesaid 
( other than the Government of Guyana) a,.,d members of their offic,ial 
staffs as he thinks proper, and shall cause su9h list and any amend­
ment of that list to be published in the Gazette and such publication 
shall include a statement of the date from which the list ·or amend­
ment, as the case may� be, takes or took effect. 

' (3) In subsection (1)-
"head of mission" µieans an AmbassadO'r, High Commis­
sioner or other person, by whatever title called, accredited 
by a sovereign Power and recognfaed as a head of mission 
in Guyana iby the Government of Guyana. 

PART VII GENERAL 

15. Any order made under any of the provisions of thkl Act Order, ,�bJec•.
shall be subject to negative resolution of the National Assembly. :::,;ti!'i:;�.' 

16. . If in. any proceedin�. any que�tion a:ises whethe: or not �'t'l\;�l:'ter 10 

any person 1s entitled to any pnvilege or unmumty under this Act a"'· .,m,clusive 
certificate issued by or under the authority of the Minister stating any'"""""· 
fact relating to that question shall be conclusive evidence of that .fact. 

17. (1) Except with the consent in writing of the MiJnister, no.us, cl thffi• 1 •• 
11 · t· 1th d b · '• 0' 0 ,� 

person sha assume or use m connec 10n w any tra e, u,51.ness, seal or emblem 
calling or profession the name, flag, official seal or emblem of the �.!: '-'!1";,) 
United Nations or any of the specialised Agencies, or any flag, seal or 1ese s�inu,e,; 
emblem so nearly resembling any such flag, official seal or emblem ;;;:'li;\;::a. 
as to •be likely to deceiv.e. 

(2) A facsimile .of every such flag, official seal or emblem
shall be published in the Gazette. 

. (3) Any person who contravenes the provisions of stibseetion
( 1) shall be liable on su,mmary conviction to a fine· of five hundred
dollars or to imprisonment for one year or to ,both such fine and
lmp1isonment.

18. The Minister may, from time to time, make regulations !Rog\llrnlon,.
for carrying into effect the purposes of this Act, 
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19. ( 1) The Diplomatic Privileges (Extension) Ordinance is here- ReoORl and
consequential 

by repealed. .,mondment, 
Cap. 350. 

(2) Section 4 of the Consular Conventions Ordinai1ce, is cap. 351•
hereby repealed, and the number "4" shall be deleted from section 
8 (1 ) thereof. 
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· .... ·. FIRST.SCHEDULE · (Section 3)ARTICLES Of T�E VJENN,� �Ot,�ENTION ON �JPLOMATICRELAT!ONS HA VJNG THE FORCE OF LAW IN GUYANA 
Article J For the 'purpQSe of !!le present Conven�fon, the following e,xpreIBions sp�n· Have the tlieanings- hereund� assigned to them: 

' ' ,,, "., ' ,' ' ')<' ', (a) �:hea'd "o( the 'ml�sion" is the person charged· :oy the sending State"Wit);;thc' dti,ty"·of �cting in that capacit�
_.
;./;; ..(b) ¥lfl.embeJ:s1 ' �C,th�.·ttf�!Ql:•" are the h�d .·qf '-th(,tn'iSsion and !;Pe:m,��pers df the. st�ff t;(the·missi\m; • _. 

. . V (c) "members'of the staff.of the mis.�ion.:' are the members ·eLthe dipJP;ma tic staff, of the administrati}!e and tqchnica! ._ staff and ofi-.thc. service staff of the mission; (d) "'rpembers of th_e _@piomatic 0Staff" are th7 inerrf�e�---·of. the ,S{Jff 9� the mission hav.�·Qf:01Nlpmatic�rank� · --. · . \ 
----·--·-:-,c.....___, ·. . )'·· :•: 

. 
·'·.·'"" _,.,·.� (e) .. dl:plt1tUS:tJC·5:ge1yt"Jis·-r-h�-hea.cL_QLthe mission or��a1-··rri"e1.r ,·.ry.r_ ,of",t.h'e,dipiorr:a tic ·sleff of the mission;· .·------------- ·-7""',.__::__ · ��-���-· _

· (f) (g) (h) 
"members of the admi.nistntt.ivc and t_echnical staff"_ .;i_r� the_ members_· of .:the staff _o( the mission employed in tbe,.-administr:Hiy�_'· :a:ni::t:.t,eyhnka! service of the rnis.\ion: ' ..... " . . . . .. , r-.,;. ·-• 

' c "members of .the .S,ervice staff" a.re the memb'.cr.s of the staff Of 't:fremissior. in the <lorriestic s�rvice of the mis.Slon; ';, ':? ·.' · . . ,, 
-{ .. . "private servant"' 'is a meinber of the mission State: (i) "premises ol the mission;l·-f1,rie the.buildings or pans ) of buildings, and·, the land ancillary -thereto, irreSaRt;etiv.e of ownership,, �sed for thep��oses of the missidl} :nduding· the residcnc�.- of- _the··head of,... the ..

n1lSSl0r.. 
. . . ·,;; :."

1 l. ":rhe premises of the mission sha:I .be 'inviolable._· 1Ttrt.,'-agehts1_,QFditfreceivinf State may not enter ·them, excepi·,,ijHh tfiC•.·i:;qUsent of _thtt Q.cad :·Pf, 
the mis.sl'On. · · '·, � ,. · .. -, ' /-! '• i · 

. • ', ' i
-
- _',,} - ', .' 2. The receiving State ls under a sped�J ',dil\l to ·t�·ke- '�n af)pt"opdine·steps lo protect the premises of th<": _mission agairist,:)�n,y. irltt'Uqion or damage and to prevent any disturbance of the peace of tl:lhW/:J;s.�ion (?_r · imp'}irmenl ofits dignity, '· ' 3. The premises of the _missipn, their furnishil)g_s and ot..Qer propertythereon and the ·m�ans of tr4.n,spdr;. of the m�km:'shaU.-'.Le iin,i:r;J,1,ne: fr0111search, requisition, attachment ot·1execution, ·- ··;, . '':! ·''. ' -· :.• ··;"f --;�_�;.

A rticte 23 ..... t .. :.)�t{{!' -;,-

i. The. sending State and �h�'!iead of the:'J;hi�t� _shall',�OJ �!!rnpt' froµ'l all national, regional or munici��'.r <au� and taxes.14_- 1•e$pe()t-'-.of. the premises- of the m�siol1.1 whether owned or· 1en�¢d-, other tf,laµ _ such as:, represent payment for.,specific, services rendered. .� · 

'· 



24 'fHE OFFICIAL GAZETTE�UGAL �l'PLEMEJ,;T'-'(; 

2. · The exemption ftcm taxation referred to in this Article shall not apply
to such dues and taxes payable under the )_aw of the'. receiving State by per­
sona contracting with the sending State or the head of the missipn. 

Article 24 

The archives and dOcum :lts of the mission $hall be inviolable at any time 
and wherever they may be. 

Article 27 

1. TO:e recetvrng State 1hall permit and protect free communication on 
.the part of the miss10n· for aU official purposes. In co�wiicating With the 
Government and other missions and cons·ulates of the sending 8ta_te, wherever
situated� the mission may employ aU appropriate means, including diplomatic 
couriers and messaga. in code or cipher. However, the mission may install and 
U$e a wireless transmitter only with the cofl.!lent of the receiving State. 

2, The official correspondenc;e oi the mission sh'all b�. inviolable. 
correspondence means all correspondence rclating m the mission 
functions, 

3. The diplomatic bag shall not be opened or detained .. ·

Official 
and it� 

4, The packages constituting-the diplomatic bag must bear visible external
mark.$ of their character and may contain only diplofrlatic;: documents or 
articles intended for official use. 

5
., 

The diplomatic courier, who shall be provided with - an 'official docu­
ment indicating hi,;; status and the number of packages constituting the diplo- 1 

matic bag, shall be protected by the receivmg State in the pe.rformafl.ce of 
his functions. He shall enjoy personal inviolability and shall hpt be liable to 
a·ny foi;m of afY!lM er detention. 

6. The sending State or' the mtSSton may designate dipJomatic couriers
ad hoc. In such cases the provisions of paragraph 5 of this Article shall also 
apply, except that the immunities therein mentioned shall cease to apply when 
such a courier has delivered to the coasignee the diploma tic bag in his charge. 

7. A diplomatic bag may be et"ttnlStCU tff the captain oI a commercial
aircraft scheduled to land at an authonsed port of entry. He shall be prodded 
with .an official doc;ument indicating- the number of packages constituting the 
bag but he shall not be considered to be a diplomatic coll!'ier. Th,e mission 
may send one of its meinbers to take possession of the diplomatic bag directly 
and ri;-eely from the captain or the aircraft 

A rti<I, 28 

· ·The fees and <:ha.rges levied by the mission in the, course of its official
duties shall be exempt from .ii dues and taxes: 

Artie/, 29 

T.M' pet'IQp, Qi a dtplbmatit agent shall be inviolable. He _shall not be_ 
liable to- any &.m Ii arrest or detention. The receiving State shall treat him 
with due respect and all t.ak.c .all ,appropriate steps to prevent any attack on 
his person, freedqm or d!gnit'1-



. 
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Article 30 
1. The private residence of a diplomatic ae:ent shall (111joy the same in�

violability and prot�tion as the premises of the mJSSion. 
,.2. His.papers 1 correspondence and, except as provided in paragraph 3 of 

Article31,hi.& property, shall likewise enjoy. inviolability. 

Articit 31 

l. A diJ?1oniatic agent shall enjoy iinmunity from the criminal jurisdiction
of the receiving · State. He shall also enjoy immunity from its civil and 
administrativejurisdietion, except in the case of: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

a real action relating to private immovable property situated in the 
territory of the receiving State, un1ess he holds h on· behalf of the 
sending State for th� purposes of the mission; 
an action relating to succc:ssion in Which t:Jse- diplomatic agent is. in� 
volved p executor, administrator, heir or legatee as a private person 
and not on_ bef,aJf of the sending State; 
an acti�Il relatfo9 to ·an�· professionaJ or commercia: .,cdvity 
exercised by the d1plomatic agent m the receiving State oui..,, ie his 
o!ficial functions. 

2·: A, diplomatic agent is not obliged to g:ive evidence as a witness.
3. No measures of execution may be taken in respect of a diplomatic

age_nt except in the case:; coming under sub-paragraphs (a), (b} and (c) of 
paragraph 1 of this Artidfi!, and proyided that the measures concerned �an be 
taken without infringing the inviolability of his person or of his residence. 

- 4, The immunity of a diplomatic agent from the j.Jc�sdictlo!1 of the 
rec_eiving State does not exempt hun from tbe jurisdiction of the sending State.

A rticl, 32 
1. The immunity from jurisdiction _of diplomatic agents and of persons

enjoying immunity under Article 37 may qe waived by the sending State, 
2. · The waiver must always be express.

3. The initiation of proceedings by a diplomatic ageµt or by a person
enjoying immunity from jurisdiction under Arucle 37 shall preclude him. from 
invoking immunity from jurisdiction in respect of any countetclaim directly 
connected with the principal daim. 

4. Waiv_er of immunity from jurisdiction in rcspect,.of civil or administra­
tive proceedings shall not be held to imply waiver of immunitr ill respect of 
the execution of the judgment, for which a separate waiver shal be necessary.

Artie/, 33 

1. Subjecl to the provisions of paragraphs 3- of this Article, a diplomatic
agent shall with respect to services -rendered for the sending State be exempt 
from social security provisions which may be in force in the rcceiving State. 

'.&•> 
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2. Th• Clemption provided for in paragraph 1 of. this Article shal.l alsoapply to private ll<IVllllts who are in the sole employ of • diplomatic agent, on COlJ(lition: 
(a)
(b)

that they are not national, of or permanently resident in thereceiving State; and 
that they are covered by the social security prmrisiom whk:h may bein forct\ m the 1c:rn:fulg State or a third St.ate. 

3. A diplomat�' a who anploys persons to whom the exemption· pro·vidt:d for in para 2 of this . Article does not apply shall observe the obligations whteh c social security provisions of the receiving State imposeupon cmployc::rs. 
-4. The exemption. ptovided for in paragraph& 1 and 2 of this Article shall not preclude voluntary participation in the secial security system of thereceiving State provided that such Harticipation is pennitted· by that State, 

• C 

5. The provisions of this Article shall not affect bilateral or multilateral agreements concerning MJCial security concluded prev'lOusly and shall. notpr�ent the conclusion of liUch agreements in the future. 
A rti,le 34 

A diplomatic agent shaJl be exempt frOm all dues and taxes, persollal orreal, nauonal regi,onal or munitipalt except: 
(a)
(b)

(c)
(d) 

(e)
(I)

indirect taxes of a kind which are· normally incorporated in theprice oI goods or services; 
du-.::l and taxes on private immovable property situated in thetetTitory of the receiving State, unless he holds it on behalf of the sellding State for the purposes of the mission; 
estate, succession or inheritance dutlt:$ levied by the receiving State,subject to th.e provisions of paragraph 4·of Article 39; ,. 
dues and taxCS on private income having its source in the recdvingState ·and capital taxes d:in investments made..in commercial under-takings in the receiving State; 
charges levied f� specific: s.ervices rendered;
registl'1ltiont cour� or record fees, mortgag� dues and starn;P, duty, 
with respect to immovable property, subject to the provmons ofArticle 23. 

Arlide 35 

The rccei";ng St.ate shall exempt diplomatic agents from ail personalservices, from all pub1ic service of any kind whatsoever� and from military obligations such aa those connected with requisitioning, military contributions and billeting. 
Ar1fcit Jti

l. The receiving State: shall, in accordance with such laws and regulations as it ma_y adopt, pCJnVit entry of and grant exemption from all customs duties ) t.axesj ahd related charges other than charges for storag� cartage and similarservices?- on: 
(a) articles for the official. use of the mission; ' 



,, 

(b) articles for lhe personal use of a diplom.itic agent or members of 
his _family forming �rt of his household, including articles intended 
for his establi,;hmeht. 

2. The personal bagga�e of a diplomatic agent shaH be e,:.empt from in·
spection,, unless there are senous grounds for presuming, that it contains articles 
not cove.red by the exemptions mentioned i.n Nragraph l of this Article, or 
articles the import or export of which is proJ-ubited by the law or controlled 
by the quarantine regulations of the receiving State. S\lch inspection shall be 
conducted only in ·the presence of tho diplomat)!:' agent or of his authorised 
rcprcscntafrve .. 

Artidt> 37 

l. The membeq;. of the fainily- of a _diplomatic agent forming part of his
household shall,_ if they are hot nationals of the re�eiving State, enjoy_ tbe 
privileges ·and immunities specified in Articles 29 to 36. 

2: _ �!embers of the adJninistrath�e and technical staff of the mission 
together with members of their familie:: forming p·art-Of thcfr respective house­
holds� shall� if they are not nationals of or permanently resident in the 
receh·ing State, enjoy the privileges. and �rnmunities specified in .-\rtides 29 to 
35y except that the immunity from civil and administrative jurisdlctiori of the 

·recciving--State .Specified ir,, __ p�r�gr.�h 1 of Article 31 shall not extci: !O acts
performed outside the course of 1heir-dtlt.ies·. 111ey--shaihrlso-··e.njOy-- Un: --pr-i'•.'-i·
lcgC'S specified in Article 36, paragraph 1. in respect bf artic!es imported at 
the time of first installatkm,

3; �!embers· ·of· the service staff. of. the 1x,is5ion. who .are not nat-iOndis of 
or.Permanently resideur ln the r'eceivi�g- St...:ue Shall etlJo�- ·1.mmuOjiy ·1fvfii:sp1Xt 
of acts performed in the course of _their dudes, exemption from. d1ie;; and 
taxes on the ernolut11ents they. receive b}' re.a.so� of their employment arn;l the 
exemption contained in Article 33. 

4, Pxfrate servants of mcm.bcrs . of the mhsion shal!, if they are not 
na1ionals of or pei-ma11ently resid.cm in _�he icccivii1g Stare, be exempt from 
dues and taxes on the emoluments "ttcy receive by reason of t.heir er'nployment: 
ln other respects they may enjoy privileges and ir.1munities only to the cxtCnt 
admitted b}� the. recei\'ing State-, However. the receiving State mm,t exercise.
its_ jU:risdiction O\'Cl' those persons in :i>uch a-manner as not to interfere unduly 
\�'ith �l:t.e performance of.the functions of The mission, 

Article 38 

1. E:itcept in So far as additional privikges and immunities may_ be
granted by ,the receiving State, a diplomatic agent who is a national oC or 
permanently resident 'in that S1..t1te· shall enjoy only immunity from jurisdictfon i . 
and i.m·iolability� in respect of offiCJal -acts petfonned in the exercise- of his' 
function.�. . .-

1 

2. · Othet -members of the staff of ihe mission and pri\'ate Servants v,:ho
ate .nationals of or pt"'.nnanently. resident in the receiv:ing State shall enjoy 
privileges and immunities only to the extent admiHcd by the recei\'ing State. 
H6wevc:r j the r«:ci\,.�ing State must exercise· its jurisdiction O\•e· those persons 
io_ such a mann.c:r as not to interfete unduly with the performance of lhe 
functions of the mission. · 

Article 39 

_. L . Every person entitled to privileges and immunities shall enjoy t!1em 
'from the moment he enters the territory af the receiving State on proceeding 
.to take up his post or, if already in its __ territory, from the momeµt when his
.ip�nnent is . notified to the �linistry for Foreign AffaJrs or such other 

, :Mµiistry as may be agreed, ' , 

: 
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2. When the functions of a person enjoying privileges and immunities
have come to an end� such privileges and immunities $hall oormallv cease at 
the moment when he leaves the country .. or on expiry of a ,reasonable period 
in which to do so� but shall subsist until that time� even in case of armed 
conflict. HowC\·er, with respect to acts performed by such a person in the 
exercise of his functions as a member of the missiont immunity shaU continue 
to subsist. 

3. In· the case of the death of a member of the mission, the members of
his family sh.all continue to enjoy the privileges and immunities to which they 
ate entitled until the expiry of a reasoilahle period in which to leave the 
country. 

4. ]n the event of the death of a member o! the mission not a national
of or permanently resident in the receiving State or a member of his family 
forming part of his household, the receiving State sh.all pe:r'mit the withdrawal 
o( the movable property of the da:eased� with the exception of any property 
acquired in the country the export of which was prohibited at the time of his 
death. Estatc�succession and inheritance duties shall not be levied on movable 
property the pr�ence of which in the rec;dving State was due so1cly to the 
pteo.ence there of the deceased as a member of the mission or as a member of 
the family of a member of the mission. 

Artide 40 

1. If a diplomatic agent passes through or is in the territory of a third
State, which has granted him a passport visa if such visa was necessary, while 
proceeding to take up or to return to his post, or when returning to his own 
country, _the third State shall accord him inviolability and such other immuni· 
ties 3$ may be required to ensure his transit or return. The same shall apply 
in the case of any members of his family enjoying privileges or immunities 
who are accompa.nying the diplomatic agent, or travelling separately to join
or to return to their country. 

·2. In circumstances similar to those specified in paragraph 1 of this 
Article, third State s�all not hinder the passage of membert of the admi.ni..stra­
tive and technical or service staff of a mission, and of members of their 
families, through their territories. 

3. Third States shall accord to official 1::6rrespd'ndence and other official
communications in transit, including messages in code or cipher, the same 
freedom and protection as is accorded by the receiving State. They shall ac­
cord to diplomatic couriers� who have been granted a passport visa if such 
visa was necessary; and diplomatiC bags in transit the same inviolability and 
protection as the receiving State is bound to accord. 

4. The obligations of third State under paragraphs l,, 2 and 3 of this

·'

Ar-tk.Je Wall also apply to the persons mentioned respectively in those para· , ; graphs. and to official commuoic.ations and diplomatic bags, wh05e presence in 
the territory of tht' third State is due to force majturt. 

SE<:'..OND SCHEDULE (Section 6) 

ARTICLES OF THE VIENNA CONVENTION ON CONSULAR 
RELATIONS HAVING THE FORCE OF LAW IN GUYANA 

ArtUJ, 1 

DEFINITIONS 

1. For the purposes of the present Convention; the'follOw�g e:xp.ressions
1lhall have the meaninS' hereunder assigned to them: 
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(11:) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

( e) 

(!) 

(g) 

(h) 

G) 

(k) 

"con&u.i.ar post• mcam an,·c:o:mulate·g� 't:XmM.Wlte, � 
OT consular agency; 
.. comular d�trict 11 means tht area assigned to a toniular post 'for the 
exercise of comular functiom; 
"head of consular post" means the person charged with the duty of 
acting in that capacity; . . 
"consular officer". m�ns·any person, including the head of a .consular 
post, entrusted in that capactty with the exercise. of consular functions; 
"consular employee" means any person employed in the adm.inistratk-e 
or technical se:rvice of a consular post; 
"'member of the ·-service sta!fi means any person employed in the 
domestic service of a consular post; 
.. members of the consular post" means consular officers; consular 
employees and members of the service staff; 
"members of the consular staff" means consular officers, other than 
the head of a consular post, consular employees and members oI the 
service staff; · 
«rneinher ·of the ptiv0-te sta� _means-� _R,�!On who is empioyed 
exclusively in the private ser,vice of a member of tlfe cotrsuiar pt)St; 
"consular premises .. means the buildings or parts of bUildings and the 
land anciliary th_ereto. irrezpcctive of ownership, used exclusively for 
the purposes ol the c.O!lsular pOSt; , \..-

· ' 

"consular archives� inciu'des aH the papers, do�uments, cQtretpo'ndence, 
books, films, tapes and registers of the consular post, together with 
the ciphers and codes, the card·indexes and any article of iurniture 
intended for their protection or safekeeping. 

diAPTER I 

CONSULAR RELATIONS IN GENERAL 

Article 5 

CONSULAR FUNCTIONS 

Consular functions consist in: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

protecting in the receiving State th1 interests of tlie serving State and 
of its nationals, both individuals and bodies corporate1 within the� 
iirnits permitted by international law; 
furthering the development of commercial, economic,_ cultural and 
scientific rclations between the sending State and the receiving State 
and otherwise promoting friendly relations between them in accord"' 
ancc with the provisions of the present Convention; 

ascerta.ini,ng by all lawflll mrans conditions and developments in the 
comrnerdal, economic1 cultural and scientific life of the ·receiving 
_State, .. t,eporting thereon to the Government of the sending State and 
giving information to persons intcrrsted; 
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(d) 

(e) 

(!) 

(g) 

(h) 

U) 

(k) 

(l) 

(m) 
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muing passports and trave< doturnentA. to nationals of the sending 
State, and visas or appropriate documents to pe:rsom wisf).ing to 
travel to the sending State; 
helping and assisting ru:itionals, both individuals and bodi<S corporate, 
ol the se,:,ding State; 
acting as notary and civil registrar and in capnciti'rS of a similar kind, 
and performing certain functions of an administrative nature, provided 
that there is nothing contrary thereto in the laws and regulations of 
the receiving State; 

safeguarding the interests of nationals, both individtials and bodies 
corporate;-of the sending State in cases of succession mortis causa in 
the territory of the receiving St.ate. in accordancf with the lavA and 
rcgulatiom of th� receiving State: 

safeguarcting, within }he limits imposed by the laws and reg\i!.lations 
of the receiving State� the interest!. of minon and other persons lack­
ing· foll capacity who are nationals of the s.ending State, particularly 
where any guardianship or trusteeship is required with respect to such· 
persons; 

'Subject to the practices and procedan::s obla.µling in the receiving 
State, teprcsenting or arranging appropriate r'epresentatio'l for nation­
als of· the sending Slate bd'ort the tribunals and other- autilorities of 
the receiving St.ate, for 1he � of obtaining, in accordance with 
the la'\\-s and regulations of the rea:iving State, provisional measures 
for the pre.<:ctVation of the rights anp. interests ol these natio'nals, 
where� because of -absence oc any ether reason, such nationals are 
unable at the proper time to amml.e _ the defence of their rights and 
interests; 

transmitting judicial and extra·judk.iat documents or executing letters 
rogatorv or commiss'ions to take evidence for the courts of the sending . 
State � accordance with intttnarional agreernenu in force or, in 
the '-absence of such international agreernents, in any other manner 
co:rr-">-�°!J� with the la""'1:1 and regulations of the receiving State; 

exercising rights of rnperv2Sion and inspection , provided for in the 
laws and regulations of the se:ruiing State in respect of Vessels having 
the nationality of the sending State, and of aircraft registered in that 
State� and in respect of their crews; 

extending a$.!!ist.ance to ve'llse!s and aircraft mentioO:ed in sub-paragr3.pb 
_(k} of this Article and th.cir crews. taking statement$ regarding the 
voyage of a vessel, examining and �mping the s.hip's papers, and, 
without prtjudice to the powers of the authorities of the receiving 
State, conducting investigations into any incidcnts which occucred 
during the voyage:1 and settling di,putcs of any kind between the 
master, the officer, and the seamen in so far as, this. may be 
authorized by the laws and .regulatiorui of the smding State; 

paforming any otner functions entrusted to a consular post by the 
scndmg St.ate whkh are not prohibited by the laws and regulations of 
the' receiving State or to wh� no ohjcctwn i5 taken by the receiving 
State or which ate rcfetted to in the international agJ'CC!l,Dents in 
force.� the sending Stat� and the J'tt:Ci.ving State. 
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,(rti,:(t 15 

TEMPORARY EXERCISE OF THE FUNCTIONS OF THE HEAD OF 
A CONSULAR 1'0ST 

1. If the head d a consular post is unable to catry out his functions er
the position of head of consular post is vacant, an acting head af post md.Y 
act prO\�isionally as head of the con.mlz.r post. 

2. The full narile of the acting hC;ad.ofpost shaU ·be.notified either· by
the diplomatic mission of the sending State or, if that State .has no_ au!'".h' 
misaion in the receiving St:lte, by the head of the consular post� or, if he is 
unable to do· so, by any competent authority of the sending State, to t{le 
Ministry for Forei!Jn Affairs of the receiving State or to the authority des,. 
nated by that MinJStry. As a general rule; this notification shall be given 1n 
advance. The receiving State may make the admission as acting head of post 
Of a person who is· neither a diplomatic agent nor a consular officer of the 
sending State in !he receiving State conditional on}ts consent. 

·3. ThC competent authorities .of th_e_ r�eiving State shall afford assistance
and protection to the acting head of post. v\'hffe he -15 in· charge- of- the _p!J$t; 
the provisions of the present Convention shall apply to him on the spme ha,sis 
<!S to the head of the consular post concerned. The recelving State H rtot,. 
howei.rer, be obliged to grant to an acting head of post any facility, privilege 
or immunity w_hich the head of the oonsulai post enjoys only subject to 
conditions not fulfilled by the' acting head of post. 

4. \'\'hen, i.!il the circumstances referred'i:o in parngr�ph 'l of. this Article,
a member of the diplomatic staff of the ·diplomatic tni$s:ion of _the &_ending 
State in the receiving State is .designated by, the sending St.ate as an acting 
head of post� he shall, if the receiving State does no( object thereto, continue 
to.enjoy diplow.,.•;c privileges and immunities. 

Artir:.le 17 

PERFORMANCE OF DIPLOMATIC' ACTS BY CONSULAR OFFICERS 
1. In a State "":here the sendinq Stat� has no diplo�atic missioll and _ii/

not represen�ed:' by a '?iplomatic mission of a third State, a comular officer 
may, with ti).e ·consent of tht:; receiving State1 and without affecting his consu­
lar status, be �uthQrized to perform diplom_atic ·actB .. The performance of such: 
acts by a consular officer shall not confer \lJ)on him any right to claim 
diplomatic privileges and immunities. 

2. A cons\llar officer may,' after notification addressed .o the receiving
State, act as representative I of the sending State to any ir.ter�gOVermnental 
organization. When so acting, he shall be entitled to er1oy any privileges 

- and immuniti� accorded to such_ a representative by customary international
law or by in�ernational a_greements; however, in respect of·the performance by
him of any consular funct1on, he shall not be entitled to any greater immunity 
from jurisdiction _than that to which a cous.ular officer· is · cntitied ·under the· 
present Convention. 

" 
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CHAPTER II 

FACILirIES, PRIVILEGES Ai"ID IMMUNITIES RELATING TO 
CONSULAR POSTS, CAREER CONSULAR OFFICERS &'i'D OTHER 

MEMBERS OF A CONSULAR POST 

S""tion l 

FACILITIES, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES RELATING TO 
A CONSULAR POST 

A'rlicle 31 

INVIOLABILITY OF THE CO?\SULAR PRE~llSES 

l, Consular premises shall be inviolable to the extent provided in this 
Article. 

2, The authorities of the receiving State ·shall not enter that part of the 
consular ptemises which is used exclusively for the purpose of the work of the 
consular post except with the consent of the head of the corisular post or of 
h.is designee or of the head of the diplomatic mission of the sending State. 
The consent of the head of the ~()nsular post may~ however, be assumed in 
case of fire or other disaster requiring prompt protective a~1.ion. 

3. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Article, the receiving 
State is under a special duty to take all appropriate steps to protect the 
consular premises against any intrusion or damage and to prevent any dis- t-
turbance of the, peace of the consular post or impairment of its dignity. 

4. The consular premises~ their furnishings, the property of the consular 
post and its mea,ns of transport shall b.e immune from any form d requisidon 
for purposes o,f national defence or public utility. If expropriation is necessary 
!or such purposes, all possible steps shall be taken to avoid impeding the 
performance of cohsular functions, and prompt, adequate and effective com-
pensation shall be paid to the sending State. -

Article 32 

EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION OF CONSULAR PREMJSES 

l. Consular premises and the residence of the carett head of consular pos 
of which the sending State or any person acting on _its behalf is the owner or 
lessee shall be exempt from all national, regional or municipal dues and taxes 
whatsoever, o~er than such as repreSent payment for specific savict$ rendered. 

2. The exemption from taxation referred to in paragraph (1) of this 
Article shall not apply to such dues and taxes if, under the law ol the receiv· 
ing State, they are payable by the person who contracted with the sending ,1 
State or wifh the person acting on its behaU. 

/. 

Art~lt 33 

INVIOLABILITY OF THE CONSULARARCHIVES AND DOCUMENTS 

The consular archives and documents shall be inviolable at all times and 
wherc_ver thCy may be. 
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Artitle 35 

FREEDOM OF COMMUNICATION 

1. The reCCiving State shall permit and protect freedom of communjcation
on the part of the consular post for aH official purposes. In communicating 
with the Government, the qiplomatic missions and other consular posts, where­
ever situated, of the sending State, the consular post may empfoy all appro: 
priate means� including diplomatic or consular couriers, diplomatic or consular 
bags and mC"SUges in code or cipher, �owever, the cor.sular post may install 
and use ! wireless transmitter only .with the consent of the receiving State.

2. The official correspondence' of the consular post shall he inviola_ble.
Offtcial correspondence means all correspondence relating to the consular post 
and its functions. 

3. The consular b·ag shall be neither opened nor detained. Nevertheless if
the competent authorities of the receiving State have serious reason to believe 
that the bag contains something other than the correspondence, documents or 
articles referred to in paragraph·4 _of this Article, they may request that the 
bag be opened in their presence by an authorised repr�entative of the seriding 
State. U this request is ref

.
used by the authorities of the sending State, the bag 

.shall be returned to. its place of origin. 
4. The packages constituting the consular bag shall bear vliiblc · external

marks of their character and may contain only official- corresponbence and 
docu!X)ents or articles intended exclq_sively for official use, 

5. The consular courier shall be provided _,with an official document
indicating his status and the number of packages constituting the consular bag. 
Except with the consent of the receiving· State fie shall be neith&. a national 
of the receiving State, nor, unless he is 2. national of the sending State, a 
permanent resident of the receiving State. In the performance of his functions 
he shall be protected by the receiving State. He shall enjoy personal fo. 
violability a'nd shall not be Bable to any form of arrest or detention, 

6. The s"ending State, its diplomatic missions ar.d its consular posts may
designate consular couriers ad }; oc. ln such cases the provisions of paragraph 5 
of this Article shall also apply eX:cept that lhe immunitie..1; therein mentioned 
shall cease to apply when such a courier has delivered to the consignee the 
consular bag in his charge. 

7. A consular bag may be entrusted to the captain of a shlp or of a
commercial aircraft scheduled to land· at an authorised port of entry, He shall 
be provided with an official document indicating the number of packages con· 
srituting the Cag, but he shall not be considered to 1be a consular courier. By 
arrangement with the appropriate local authoritiCS 1 the consular post may send 
rin.e of its members to take possession of the b�g directly and freely from the 
captain of the ship·or of the all'craft. 

Article 39 

COK'SULAR FEES AND CHARGES 

1. The consular post mav levy in the territory of the rtceiving State the
{ea and charges provided by the laws and regulations of the sending State for 
consular acts. 

2. The sums collected in th_e form of the fees and charges referred to in
paragraph 1 o{ this Artide, and the receipts for such fees and charg�, shall 
. be exempted from all d�es and taxes in the receiving State. . . , 
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Section II 
FACILITIES, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES RELATING TO CAREER 

CONSULAR OFFICERS AND OTHER MEMBERS Of 
A CONSULAR POST 

Articlt 41 

PERSONAL INVIOLABILITY. Of CONSULAR OFFICERS 

1. Consular officers shall not he liable to arrest or detention pending
trial� except in the case of a grave crime and pursuant to a decision by the 
competentjudiclal authority. 

2. Except in the case specified in paragraph l of this Article� consular:
officers shall not be committed to prison or liable to any other form of 
rci:triction on their personal freedom save in execution of a judicial decision of 
final effect. 

Artidt 43 · 

IMMUNITY FROM JURISDICTION 

1. Consular officers and comular emplO)'ees. shalfnot be amenable to the 
Jurisdiction of the judi,cial or administrative authorities of the receiving Sh1tc 
m respect of acts performed in the exercise of consular function.5. 

2. The provisions ol paragraph 1 of this Article shall not, however; apply
n respect of a civil action either� 

(a) 

(b) 

arising out of a contract -concluded by a consular officer or a consular 
employee -in which he did nof contract expressly or impliedly" as an 
agent of the sending State; or 
by a third party for damage arising from an accident Ul the receiving 
State caused by.a vehicle, vesse� �r aircraft.

Article 44 

LIABlLlTY TO GIVE EVIDENCE 

1. Members of a consular .,P?St may he called upon _to attend as witnesses
in the e9urse of judicial or admmistra.'tive proceedings. A consular employee or 
a member of the service staff shall not, except in the cases mentioned in para� 
graph 3 ol this Article, decline to give ev,dcnce. If a consular officer should 
decline to _do so, no coerdve measure or penalty may be applied to him. 

2. The authority requiring the evidence of a consular officer shall avoid
interfe1·ence with the performance of his fun�tions. ·It may� whm possible, take 
such evidence at his residence or at the consular post or accept a .statement 
from him in writing. 

. 3. Mcm,bers of a consular post are under no obligation to give cvidencq
concerning matters connected with the exercise of their fun.ct.ions or to produce 

-----�«fidal correspondence and documents relating thereto. They are also entitled 
to decline to-sgive--evldencc as expert witnesses with regard to the law of the 
..,,ding State. 
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Artie/, 45 
WAIVEROF PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES 

1. The sending State may waive, with reg.ird to a member of the Con�
sular post, any of the privileges and immunities provided for in Articles 41, 
43 and 44. 

2. The waiver shf:lil in all casa be express except as provided -in para­
graph 3 of this Article? and shall be communicated to the receiving State in 
V.Titing. 

3. The initiation of proceedings by a consular officer or a consular
employee in a mattcy where he might enjoy immunity from jurisdittion under 
Article 43 shall preclude him from invoking' immunity from jurisdiction in 
respect of any counter�daim directly connected with the principal claim. 

4. The waiver of iinmunitr from jUtisdictiqn for the purposes 'pf civil or
administrative proceedings shal not b� deemed· to imply the waiver of irn.­
munity: from the measures of execution resulting from the judicial decision; in 
respect of such measures, a separate waiver shall he necessary. 

Articlt 48 

SOCIAL SECURITY EXEMPTIONS 

1. Subjeci to ihe provisions of paragraph 3 of this Article� members of:
the consular post \vith respect to services rendered by them for the. sending 
State, and rnC1Ubers of their families form�ng part of their households, shall· be 
exempt from social security provisions ·which may be in force in the receiying 
State. 

2. The l'.Xemption provided for in paragraph 1 of this Article shaU apply
also to merbbers of the pnvate staff who are in the sole employ of members 
of the consular post, on cond1Hon: 

(a) 

(b) 

that they are not nationals of or permanently resident in · the receiving 
State; and 
that they are covered by the �ocial sec.urity provisions whkh are in 
force in the sending State or a third State, 

3. Members of the consular post �ho employ persons· to whom the
exemption provided for in paragraph 2 of this Article does not apply shall 
observe the obligations which the social security provisions of the receiving 
State impose upon employers. 

The exemption prov'ided for in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Artide 
Jreclude voluntary participation in the social security system of the 
State, provided that s1.1.ch participation is. permitted by that State, 

Article 49 

EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION 

1. Consular officers a.nd consular employees and members of their families
forming part of their households shall be exempt from all dues and taxes, 
personal or real, national, regional or municipat. except: 

(a) indirect· taxes of a kind whi<;h are normally incorporated in the price
of goods or services;
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(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 
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d.,.. or laxes on private immovoble property situated in the territory 
of the m:eiving Slate. subject to the provioions of Article 32; 
estate, suc.CelS.ion ar inheritance duties., and duties on transfers, la,-ied 
by the receiving State. subject to the provisions of paragraph (b) of 
Article51; 
dues and taxes on private income, including capital gains, having irn 
source in the receiving State and capital taxes relating to investments 
made in commercial or financial undertakings in the �eiving State; 
oharges lC'Vied for specific SttVices rendered; 
registration, court or rec.ord fees, mortgage Ques and st.amp duties, 
subject to the provisions of Article 32. 

2, M,cmbcn of the servic-e staff shall be exem:pt from dues and taxes on 
the wages which they receive for their services. 

� Members of the consular post who employ persons whose wages or 
salaries are not exempt from income tax in tbe receiving State shall obs·erve 
the obligations which the laws and regulati�ns of that State impose upon 
employers concerning the levying of income tax, 

A:rticlt 50 

EXEi,,iPTlONS: FROM CUSTOMS Dt,'TIES AND INS,PECTION 

1. The receiving State shall. in accordance with such la'Yl'S and regulations
as it may adopt, Jjcrmit entry of and grant eJtt"mption from aU custom<, duties, 
tax�. and related charges other than charges for storage,· f'-ilrtagc and similar 
services� on: 

(a) 
(b) 

articles for the official use .of the consular post; 
articles for the persona) use of a consular officer or member of his 
family forming part of his household, including articles intended for 
his establishment. The articles intended' for consumption shall not 
exceed the quantities necessary for direct utilization by the persons 
<..'qncerned. 

2. Consular employees shall enjoy the privileges and exemptions speciJietl
in paragraph 1 of this Article in respect of artidcs imported at the time of 
first installation. 

3. Personal baggage accompanying consular officers and members of their
famiJics forming part of their households shall be exempt · from inspection. lt 
may be inspected only if there is serious reason to believe that it contains 
artu:.l� other than those referred to in subparagraph (b) of paragraph l of 
this Article, or artides th� impart or export of which is prohibited by the 
Jaws and F(!guhnions of the teceiving State or which are subject to it;; qunra.'1· 
tine laws aad r-�ations. Such inspection shall be _carried'out in the prC$ence 
of the consular officer or member of his family co�cern.ed, 

Articlt 51 

!'.STATE OF A MEMBER OF THE CONSULAR POST OR OF A 
MEMBER OF HIS FAMILY 

In the e,rent of the death. of. a member of the co�la.r post or of a mem� 
bcr of b1S family forming part of bis household. the receiving Slate: 

\ 
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(a) 

(b) 

shall permit the export of the movable proeerty of the deceased, with 
the exception of any such P.roperty acqu1ted in the receiving State 
the export of which was. prohlbiterl at the time of hi,s death; 
shall not levy national, r�onal or municipal estti'te. succession or in� 
heritance duties; and duties on transfert. on movable property the 
presence of which in_ the receiving State was due solely to the pre,. 
sence in that State of the deceased as a member of the consular post 
or as a member of the family of a member of the consular post. 

Article 52 

EXEMPTION FROM PERSONAL SERVICES AND CONTRIBUTION 
The receiving State shall exempt members of the <:9nsular pqst and 

members of their" familie..Jorming rart of their ·households from all personal
services, from all public service o any kind whatsoever, and from military 
obligations such as those connected with ·requlsitioning, military oontributi9ns 
and billeting, 

Article 53 

BEG INNING AND E,',1) OF CONSULAR PRIVILEGES AND IMM UNITIES 
L Every member of the consular post shall enjoy the pnvileget; arid 

w.ununities provided in the pre:ient Convention from the moment he enters. the 
territory of the receiving State on proct;?eding to tak� ui:; his post or, if alr.eady 
m its territory. from the moment when he enter$ on his duties with the 
consular post. 

2. Members of the family o( a member of the consular post forming part
, of his household and members of his private staff shall receive the privil�es 

iind immunities provided in the present Conver;tion from the date from which 
he enjoys rrivileges and immunities in accordance with paragraph 1 of this 
Article or ,:rom the date of their entry into the territory of the receiving- State 
or from the· date of their becoming a member of such family or private staff. 
whichever is the latest. , 

3. When the. functions of a member of the ·c'onsular post have come to
the end, his pr)vileges and immunities and those of a member of his family 
forming part of hiS household ,or a member of his private staff shall normaIIy 
cease 3t the moment when the person concerned leaves the receiving State or 
on the expiry of a rt;asona.ble period in which to do so, whichever is the 
sooner, but shall subsist until that time* even in case of armed conflict. In the 
case of the persons referred to in paragraph 2 of _this Article, their privileges 
and immunities shall come to an end when they cease to belong to the house� 
hold or to be· in the service of a member of the consular post provided} however, that if such pen;ons intend leaving the receiving State within a 

' reasonable perwd thereafter, their privileges and immunities shall subsist until 
the time of their departure. 

4, However, with resp_ect to acts performed by a coruul.i>.t officer or a 
consular employee in the exercise - of his functions, _immunity fr<i):m jurisdiction 
shall continue to subsist without limitation of.time. · . 

5. In the event of the death of a member of the coruular post, the
members of his family forming part o[ his .household shall continue to enJoy 
the privileges and immunities accorded to them until they leave the receiving 
State or until the expiry of a reasonable period enabling them to do so� 
whichever is. the sooner. 
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,lrlid, 62 

EXEMPTION FROM CUSTOMS Dl.ITIES 

The receiving StatC shall, in acamlancc with such laWI and regulations as 
it may adopt, permit entry al, and grant exemption from all customs duties. 
t.axcs. and relat«l charges other than charges for storage, cartage and similar 
lel"Vices on the following articles, provided that they ate for the official use of 
a comular pmt headed by an honorary consular officer: O')wltS"'(l{-arms, flags? 

�' seals and stamps? boob, official printed matter, office furniture, 
olice equipment and similar articles supplied by m at the instance of the 
tt:Dding State to the ccmular post.' · 

,lrti,k 66 
EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION 

An honor�ry consular officer shall be exempt from all dues atld taxes on 
the rcmuneratjou and emoluments which h� receives from the sending State in 
respect of the exercise of oomular functions. 

Article 67 

The receiving State shalJ exempt honorary consular officers from aH per­
sonal services attd frc;;m all public services of any kind whatsoever and from 
military obligations such as those connected with requisitiO!)ing military con­
tributions and billeting. 

Arti,q lt 70

EXERCISE OF CONSULAR FUNCTIONS BY DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 

1. The provisions of the present Conventi_on apply also, so far as the
context permtts. to the exercise of consular functions by a diplomatic mission:

2. The names of members of a diplomatic .mission assigned to th�
consular section or otherwise charged with the exercise of the consular func· 
tions of the mission slLall be notified to the Ministry for F oreig:u Affairs of the 
receiving State or to the auLhOf"ity designated by that ?vlinistry. 

. . . . : . . .. 

. .l 

· 4. The privileges and immunities _of. the members of a diplomatic mission � referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article ,hall continue ro be governed by the
rules of international law concerning diplomatic relations. 

Article 71 

NATIONALS OR PERMANENT RESIDENTS oJ· 
THE RECEIVING STATE 

1. Except in so far as additipnal facilities, privileges and immunities may·
be gr.anted by the receiving State� cons.ular offi,;:en who are nationals of or 
per:manently resident_ in the receiving State shall enjc,y only iromm1ity from 
Jutisdictinn and pcrsonal inviolability in re,pect ol official acts perfotmed in 
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the exercise of their functions, and the privilege provided in parawaph 3 of
Article 44. So far as these consular officers are concerned, the receiving State 
shall likewise be bound by the obligation laid down in Article 42. If criminal 
proceedings are instituted against such a consular officer, the proceedings shall 1 

except when he is under arrest or detention? be conducted in a manner which 
will hamper the ex:e.rcis4 <:'f consular functions as little as possible. 

2. Other members of the consular post who are nationals of or per­
manently resident in the receiving State and members of their famines, as wen 
as members of the families of consular officers referred to in paragraph 1 of 
this Article, shall enjoy facilities, privileges am:! immunities only in so far as 
these are granted to them by the receiving State. Those members of the fami• 
lies o[ me.mbers of the c.onsular post and those members of the private staff 
who· arc themselves nationals of or permanently residenl in the receiving State 
•shall 1ikev.1isc .enjoy facilities, privileges ind immunities only in so far as these
are granted to them by the receiving State. The receiving State shall, how•
ever 

1 
ex:e.rcise its juri&diction over those persons in such a way as not to hinder

unduly the performance·of th,e functions of the consular posL

THIRD SCHEDULE 
(Section 14) 

ARTICLES OF THE CONVENTION ON THE PRIVILEGES AND IM­
MUNITIES OF THE UNTIED NATIONS HAVINC THE 'FORCE OF 

LAW·JN GUYANA 

Article 1 
,· 

JURIDICAL PERSONALITY 

Section 1. The United Nations shall possessj�ridicalpersoriality. 
1t shi3-ll have the capacity: 
(a) to contract;
(b) to acquire and dispose of immovable and movable property; ·

{c} to institute legal proceedings,

Article II 

PROPERTY, FUNDS AND ASSETS 

- Section 2, The United Nations, its property and assets wherever located
and by whomsoever held, shall enjoy immunity from every form of leg.al pro" 
ccss except insofar as in any particular case it has expressly waived its 
immunity. I,t is, however, understood th.at ·no waiver of immunity shall 
extend to an}' measure of executiQp.. 

St!ctipn 3. The pf'(:!ffiises of the United Nations shall be inyiolable, 'fhc 
property and assets, of the· United Nations, wherever located and by whorruo� 
ever held, shall be immune from Se.arch, requisition, confiscation, expropriation 
and any other form of interference, whether. by executiveu administrative) 

judicial or legislative action. 

Section 4. The archiv<;s of the .United Nations. and in general all docu� 
nents belonging to it or held by it� shall be inviolable wherever located. 
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Sa:tion 15. The provisions cf sections 11, 12, and 13 are not applicable 
as between Ii rc;prcsentative and the authoritioi: of the state of which he is a 
national or of which he is or has been the representative.. 

Section 16. In this Article· the e;xpression "representatives" shall be 
deemed to include all ddegales .. deputy delegates, advisers, technical experts 
and.secretaries of ddcgations. 

Artirlt _V 
OFFICIALS 

Section 18. Officials of the United ?\ations shall -

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 
(d) 

(e) 

(!) 

(g) 

be imi:.nune from legal process in respect of -,,..-ords spoken or ·written 
and all acts performed by them in their official capacity; 
be exempt from taxation on the salaria; and emoluments paid to 
them by the United Nations, 
be immune from national service obJigations; 
be immune. t�cther with their spouses and relatives. dependent o_n 
them, from immigration restrictions_ and alien registration;
be accorded the sarrie privileges i6 resp�t of exchange facilities as are 
accorded to the officials of comparable :rank$ forming part of diploma­
tic missions to the Government concerned; 
be given, together with their spouses and relatives 'dependent, on 
tbem j the same repatriation facilities in time of international crisis as 
p.ip1omatic envoys; 
have the right to import frtt of duty their furniture and cliec:U, at 
the time of first ta.king up their post in the country in question. 

Section 19. In addition to' the immunities and privileges specified in 
section 18, the Secretary-General and all �nt Secrctaries-Genera1 shall he 
accorded in respect of themselves, their spouses and minor children, the 
privilcgt'!S and immunities. exemptions and facilities accorded to diplomatic 
envoys, in accordance with international law . 

.-section 20. Priv,ilegcs and immunities are granted to officials in the 
interests o! the United Xations and not for the persoual benefit of the 1in· 
dividuals themselves. The 5¢retary-Gc:ncral shall have the right and the d�ty 
to waive the immunity of any official in any case where� in his �inion� the 
immunity would impede the COW'Se of justice and can be waived without 
prejudice to the interests or the _United Nations. In the case of the Secretary� 
GenentlT the Security Co� sh.all have the right lo waive immunity. 

Section 21. The United Nations shall co-operate at all times with the 
apprt>pti.ate authorities r:I Mcmben to facilitate the/roper administration of 
justice. secure the observance of polkc rejtU},ations an prevent the occurrence 
U any abuse in connection with the privil� .immunities and facilities men• 
- in this Article.

J 
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Artie/, VI 

EXPERTS OX :ll!SS!ONS FOR THE UNITED NATIONS 

ScctlOD 22, Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of 
Article V) performing missions for the United ;\ations shall be accorded auch 
privileges and immunities as are necessary for the independent exercise of 
their functions during the period of their _missions, including the time spent 
on journeys in connection with their missions. In particCilar they shall be 
accorded: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 
(d) 

(e) 

(fJ 

immunity from persona) arrest or detention and from seizure of their 
personal baggage;, 
in respect of words spoken or ·wdtten and acts done by them in the. 
course of the performance of their mission, immunity from legal pro-
cess of every kind. 'This immunity from legal process shall continue 
to be accorded notv.,.ithstanding that the persons conerned are nc 
1ongcremploycd on missions for the Lnitcd :-,.;ations; 
i,nviolabi!ity fot all papers and do�um�nts; 
for the purpose of their. com(nunioations with t·he United Nations, 
the right to use coda, and to receive papers or correspondence by 
COurier or ih sealed bags; 
the same facilities in respect of cvrrency or exchange rest; iction'> �s 
are accorded to representatives of foreign governments on tcmpor_ary 
official missions; 
the saffie immunities and facilities in respect of their personal baggage 
as are acc�rded to diplomatic envo_ys. 

Section 23. Privileges .!nd immunities are· granted_ to expertE in the 
interests of the Cnited �ations and not for the persOnal benefit of-the in• 
dividuals themselves. The _Secret.aiy-Gcneral shall have the right an_d the duty 
to ,rnive the immunity i;,f any expert in any case where, in his opinion, the 
immunity would impede the course of justice and it can he waivf:P without 
prtjudice to the interests of the l'nited ;\atiQru. 

Article VII 

L'NITEJ, NAT!OXS LAISSEZ-PASSER 

Section 24. The l�nitcd X'ztions may issue Cnited Nations laissez�passer to 
· iu - officials. These 4'issez�passer shall be recognized. and accepted as valid
travel documents by 1.he authorities of Members, taking into account the pro­
visions of 'Section 25.

Sectiol}. .25. Appiitations for visas (where required) from the holders of 
United -Nations laiss:e.z-passer. when accompanied by a certificate that they are 
travelling on the business of the l;nited .Xations� shall be dealt with as 
speedily as possible. In addition. sucll persons shall be granted facilities for
speedy travel. · ' 

Section .26. Similar fac.illties to ,those specified in Section 25. shall be 
accorded to experts and oilier persons who, though not the holders of United 
Nations lai.-.sa-passer, have a certificate that they are trav.elling on the busi­
ne!IS of the United-Nat.ions:, 

.• 

I 
j 
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Section Z/. The Sttrctary..Cmcral,. Assist.ant Sa:retaria-General · and 
Directors travelling on Uniu:d Nationi la�ez-passer-- on the business of the 
United Nations shall be gta.ntc:d the same facilities as arc accorded to diplo­
matic envOYf. 

FO\;RTH SCHEDULE {Senion ]6}. 
ARTICLES. OF THE CONVENTION ON THE PRIVILEGES A:-..D 

!MMUNITJE.S OF THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES HAVING

\ 
\

THE FORCE OF LAW IN GUYANA 

Artir/,. ·J 

DEFINITIONS AND SCOPE 

Scrtion l - In this Convention: 

{i} the words ··standard damt.5� rdcr to the provl5ions _d aTtides I l to
Vlll.

(ii)1 The words "specialized a?tneies mean: 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v} 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(a) The lnterilaticnal J..abour Organization:

(b) The Food-and Agriculture Orgariization of the United N<Eicns�

(c) The United ;\latiora .Educatim;1al, Scientific and Cultural Or"
ganizatiOn:

(d) The International Civil Aviation ()rganiza�ion:

{c) The International Monetary Fund: 

([) The Intcrnati�l 'Bank for Reconstruct.ion aud Development: 

(g) TlieWotlcl Hcahb Organization;

(h) The linivenal Postal Union;

(i) The Internauonal Tdecommunication Union:. and

G) Any other agency in relationship witl;i. the United Nations in 
accordancewilh Anide:s 57 and 63 of the Charto-.' ' I 

TI1e word .. Convendon"' means, in relation to any particular 
spe-eialized agency, the !ttandard da uses .a,s mod:flro by the final tor 
revised) te..'\'.t of the annex rransmitted by that agency in accordance 
with sections 36 and 38. 

for the purposes of anide Ill. the words -property and as.-;..ets- sh,'tll 
also include property and fonds administered by a �izcd agr,ncy 
ia furtherance of its constitlllional functions. 
For the purposes of articles V and VII, the expressicn -representatives 
of members , shall be deemed to include all representatives. alternates, 
advisa-s, technical � and sccrdarie:s oJ drlegadoos. 
ln sections 13, 14. 15 and 25, the expression �meetings convened by 
a spedalizecl' agency"' mcam meetings: -(1) of its assembly and of its 
oecuJive bod1-· (lio'h"ner designated), arid (2) of any-commission pro� 
vided for in it.s constitution: (3) of. any international conference con· 
vento by it; and (4) of any committee of any of th� bodies. 
The term .. accutn:e head.,. mean"- -the principal �a:utfrr official of 
che specialized egeocy in question., whether designated -Director� 
Genera} .. ar othc:'J"Wis.c.. 

•
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Section 3- TilC specialized agencicssball possessjuridical personality. They 
shall have the c:3:pacity (a) to contract, (b) to acquire and dispose of im� 
p>em&hle and movable propertv � ( c) to .institute legal proceedings. 

' ' 

A.rtidr Ill 

PROPERTY, FUll.'DS AND. ASSETS 

Stt:tion 4- The spttialiied agencies, th� J?Coperty and assels, wherever 
IOCllted and by whomsoevcr held, shall .enJoy 1mmunity from every form of 
legal process except in ,o far as in any particular c'ase they have ·expresdy 
waived their immunity. 1t is, ho'fever, undcn:tood that no waiver of immunity· 
shall extend to any Jl:l;C2Sun.o: of execution. 

Section 5- 'The premises of the specialized agencies: $hall be invioi�bie. 
The Pf(lperty and asscts of ·the specialized agencies, _wherev_er located and by 
whomsoever held, shall be inunune from sear.ch, requisition, cor.::�c:.ti9n, 
expropriation any other .form of interference� whether by exeaitive, �· 'minis:­
trative,judicial or legi.uativc action. 

Section 6- The archives of the specialized· agencies, and in general all 
�ts belonging to lhem or held by them� shaH be inviolable, wherever 
located. 

Section 7 - \\lthout being resµ'lcted by �nancial controls, 'regulations or 
moratoria of any kind: 

(a) The specialized _agencies ffi.qy hold funds, gold or currency of any
kind and operate acc6Unt& in any cu.trCncy;

(h) The specialized agencies may freely transfer their funds, gold or
currency from one country to another OT within any country. and
convert any currency h'eld by them. into any other currency.

&cctiob �-The _specialized agencies, their assets� ,income and other property 
sbiill be 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Exempt from all direct laxes; it is understood
1 

howcve,r, that the 
ipecialized agencies will not claim exemption from taxes which are-, 
in fact� no, more �an charges for public utility services; 
Ex�mpt from customs duties and prohibitions .ind restrictions on _im• 
port.!i and exports in respect of articles .imported or exported by the 
specialized �cncies for their official use; _it � undustoodJ however,
that articla rmported under such ex:e:m.ption will not be sold in the 
country into which they were imported ex-Cept under conditions agreed 
to with the -�cro.ment of that country; 

, Exempt fron'I duties and proh�itions alld restrictiOns on imports and 
exports in respect of their puWicati.ons. 
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Section 10- While the spcci.afu.ed agencies will not, as a general rule. 
flaim exemption from excise duties and from taxes on the sale of movable and 
immovable property which fonns part of the price to be paid, neverthCless 
when the specialized agt'!llcie:s are making important purchases for official use 
of property on which such duties and taxes have been charged or are charge� 
able. State parties to this Convention will, whenever possible, make ap� 
propriale administrative arrangements for the remission or :return of the 
amount of duty or tax, 

A rticlr IF 

FACJLJTIES IX RESPECT OF C()�[\!CXICATIOXS 

Section 11 - . Each spCCializcrl agency shall enjoy. in the tciritor·y of ei:ich 
State Party to this Cqnventi.on in respect of that agency, for its, official com· 
munkations, treatment not less favourable than that ac'cordcd .by the Go\·efnw 

ment of such State to any other Government, indudi71g the latter's dipiomatk 
mission, in the matter of priorities, rates and taxe. on mails, cables, telegrams, 
radiograms, telephotos, telephone and other cornmunications, and press rales 
for information to �he press and radio. 

Section 12 - :\:o censorship shaH be applied to the official coffespondcncc 
and 0th.er official communications of the specialized agencies.

The specializOO agencies shall have the right_i.o use codes crnd �o dfapatch 
and receive correspondence by courier or ir1 sr..aled bags, ,,vhich shall have the 
samr: immunities and privileges as diplomat1C couriers and bags. 

Xothing iJ:J. this section shall be construed to preclude the adoptim� of 
o.pprnpriate security precautions to be determined by agreemen� be1wc('n· a 
State: party to this Convention and a specialized age:1cy. 

Artich V 
REPRr��EXTATIYES OF ;\!D!BERS 

Section 13- Representatives of members at meetfogs ·convened by <1 ' 
specialized agencv shall, while exercising their functions and during their 
jouneys to and f�om the place of meeting, enjoy the following pr.�vilcgcs and 
immunities: 

(a) 

(b) 
(c) 

(d) 

Immunity from personal arrest or detention and from sei'Zurc of their 
personal baggag� and in respect of words spoken or wriue11 and all 
acts done by them in their official capacity, immunity from legal 
process of every kind; 
Inviolability for all papers an<.l documents; 
The right to use codes and to receive papers, or <;orrespoTldencc by 
courier or in sf'.aled bags; 
Exemption- in respect of themselves and their spouses from immigra� 
tion .restrictions, aliens' registration or national service obligations in 
the State which they ar� visitin.g or through which they are passing 
in the exercise of their functions; 

( c} The same facilities in rt::Spect of currency or e:Kchange reslrictions as 
are accorded to representatives of foreign Governments on temporary 
official missions; 



(f) . ·Tl>< ,,me immuniti<s and facilities in respect of \heir penonal bagpg•
as· are accorded to members of .comparable rank of diplomatic rnlsB.1om,.. 

Section 14- In order tO ,ecu.re for the representatives 'of ·members of the 
SP.Cdalized agencibi at meeti� convened by them- complet� freedom of -speech 
and complete independence in the discharge of their duties, the immunity from 
legal process in respect of words spoken or written and all acts done by them 
in discharging their duties shaU contin·ue to be accorded, notwuhstabding that 
the persons concerned are no longer engaged in the· discharge of siith ch.ni�. 

Seci'io_n 15..:. \rVhere the incidence of any fqtm of taxation depends upon 
rtsidence,,. periods during whicQ the representativ� of members of the 
specialize.a agencies_ at iricetings convened by_ them _(l_z:e present in a ni:ernber 
St_ate for the discharge of ,their duties Shall �ot be cQnsicle_re� as p_edods of 
residence 

. Section 16- Privilegf:S and immunities -�re accortjed to the·'repre&entati".es 
of members, not .fof the personal benefit of the individuals _then1sclv,t;:S; -but Jo 
orQe:r to safeguard the mdependent exercise of their functio� in connection 
with the spedalized �_encies. Consequently, a member not only has the right 
but is under a,.,·duty to waive the imrriunity of its representatives in .any case 
wha-c·, in the opinion of the member1 the· immunit)' would iinpede'. the· conrse 
of JU!>tic:e, and where it can be ·_wa_ivcd without prrjudice TO the_ purpose for · 

: , which the immunity � accorded, 
Section 17- The provisions of seccion 13,-14 and 15 are .Lot applicc.blc in 

relation to th� auth9riLies of a State o! Which the person Js a nation,i or of 
�-hich he is or has been·a representative. 

4rticlt VI 

OFFICIALS 

Section 18- Each specialized agency will specify the categories of officials 
to which the provisions of this article and of a.tide V11I shall apply. It shall 
communicate them to the Go"¥cr:nments df all Sta.1.1:;.qiarHes to this Convention 
irt. respCCt of that agency and _to _the Secretary·_General of the l'nited :,.;-atiora. 
The name. of the officials included in lh{'".se categories shall from time to time 
be made known to the above.mentioned· Governments. 

Section 19:- Offidals, of the specialized agencies shall:
(a). 

(b) \

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

}:le, immune from legal process in �espect of words spoken or written . 
and all acts performed by_them in their official capac1ty; .. 
Enjoy the same exemptions froru taxation in· respect of the $alaties 
and emoluments paid to theni bv the specialized agencies a:nd ort· the 
same conditions as are enjoyed by offic�"b of the United Nat_ions;

· Be immuric� to�er. with their spouses and relatives d :penderit upon
them, from imnugration restrictions and alien registratfon�

' 
.

Be accorded the same privileges in respect of exchan_ge of facilities as 
are aCCQrded t� officials of co�parable_ r'."nk ·ot: d�plomatic missi�ns;
Be given, wgahcr· with their spouses and relatives dep;Cndent· on 
them, the same n:patriation facilities ·in time of international cr-isc;s as 
officials of comparable rank of. diplomatic: missions;
Have the. right to uh.port fr_ee of duty their furniture- a.nd e.ffe(:� at 
the time of first 1illblg up their - poll in the country in question.
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(f) Tpe same immunifiai and facilities in respect of their pmonal baiJage 
as are accorded to members of comparable rank of diplomatic mW.1ow.

Section 14- In order to �ure for the = representatives Of memben, of the 
specialized agencies at meetingr; convened hy them comelete freedom of 'Speech 
and cornplete independence in the discharge of their dubes., the immunity from 
legal proces., in respect of words .spoken or V.'ritten and all acts done by them, 
in discharging their dutie; shall continue tu be accorded, n.otv,tithstanding dun 
the persons concerned are no longer engag,ed in the· discharge of SU-Ch dut�# 

Section 15..: \Vhere the incidence of any form· ol taxation depends upon 
residence.. periods during which the representatives of members of the 
speciaJizeci agencies at meetings convened by them are present in a, manber 
State for the discharge of their duties shall not be cqnsidered B.l'i periods of 
residence. 

Section 16- Privilegei. and immunities are accorded to the represenm.tives 
of members, not foi the personal benefit- of the indl\•iduals themselves; but in 
on;lc:r to safe�u:ird the m,dependent exercise of their functions in connec!ion 
with the spec1ahzcd agencies, Consequently, a member not.only has the right 
but is under a 'duty tO waive the immunity of its representative, in ,any case 
where, in the opinion of the member j the immunity would impede· the course 
of justice, and. where it can be waived without prejudice "tO the p:1rpose tor

which the immunity _is accorded. 
Section 17- The provisions of section_ 13, 14 and 15 are 1.ot applic"He. in 

relation to the authorities of a State of 'Which the person _is a natl0n1l o:· of 
which he is or has been a representative, 

4rtide VI 
OFFICIALS 

Section 18- Each specialized agency will specify the categories of officials 
to which the- provisions of this article and of article VUI shall apply. It shall 
commun_icale them to the Governments of all Statc:;s'parLies to this Convention 
in respect of that ag_ency and lo the Secretary-General of the l!nited :'\atioru;. 
The names of the officials included in these categories sh.all from time to time 
be made known to the above-mentioned Governments. 

Section 19- Officials, of the �pecialized agencies shall: 

(a) 

(b) \

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

Be immune from legal process in n:s.Pect of words spoken or written 
and aH acts performed by them in th.el!' official capacity; 
Enjoy the same 
ana emoluments 
same conditions 

exemptions from taxation in respect oI the salaries 
paid to them by the specialized agencies a·nd on the 
as are enjoyed by officials of the United Nations; 

Be irnmurie, wg:ether with their spouses and relatives d ;:pcnde.nt upon 
them� from immigration restrictions and alien registration; 
Be accorded the same privileges in respect of ex.change of facilities as 
are accorded to officials of comparable rank of d�plomatic missions; 
Be given, togaher with their spouses and relatives dep/enrlent on 
them, the same n;,atriation facilities in tjme of international crims as 
officials of comparable rank of diplomatic missions; 
Have the right to import free 01 duty· theit furnitllre· and effects at 
the time of fi�t saktng up their past in the country" in questioJ}. 

. " 

I ') 
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Section 20- The officials of the opecialu:ed agencies shall be c,;e,i,pt from 
national ser,ice -obUgatio� pl'OVided that� in refilti<;m to the St.ate,; of Which -
they are nalionals, such exemption shall be ¢med to officials of the ·. 
specialized agencies whose names have, by reason of their duties, been placed 
upon a list compiled by · the executive head of the speciaij.zcd agency and 
approved by the State conccroed. 

Should other officials of specialized agencies be called u� for national 
1C?Vict\ the State concerned shall, at the request of the specialized agency 
concerned� grant such temporary deferment in the call�up of such offlCWS as 
may be necessary to avoid- interruption in the continuation- of essential work. 

Section 21- In addition -to the inununities and privileges: specified in sec­
tions 19 a� 20, the executive head of each specialized agency� including any 
official acting on 'his behalf during his absence from duty� shaU be .accorded in 
respect of himself. his sp0usc and minor children, the privileges and immuni· 
ties, ex.emptions and facilities accorded to diplomatic envoys� in accordance 
with international law. 

SCCtion '22- Privileges ·and immunities are granted to -officials in -_the 
interests of the. specialized agencies. only and not for personal/benefit of,_the 
individuals them.,eives. Each sprcialized agency sfiall have the right :ind the 
duty to waive the immunity of any official in any case where, in it.s opinion, 
the immunity would impede .the course of justice· and can bf: waived without 
E._rejudice to the interests of the specialized agency. 

Section 23-' F...ach sJ>ccializcd agency shall co,operate at all times with the 
a_pproJ:?ria

.
te authorities of member Stat� ta facilit3;te the proper administration 

·of Justice, -secure _the observanc_e of_pohce re6'ulat.10ns and prevent the occur� 
rCncC of any abuse:s in connection with the j,nvilegCS� immuriities and facilities 
mentioned in this Article. 1 

• 

Article VII 

. ABUSES OF PRIVILEGE 
Section 25-1. Representatives of members at meetings convened by 

specialized agencies, while exercising their functions and during their journeys 
to and from the place of meeting. and officials within the meaning· of sci::tion 
18:i shall not be required by the te9"itoriai authorities .to le.ave the counh·y in 
which they .are performing their functions ·on account 1Jf any activitie. by them 
in their official capacity. In the case, however, of abuse of privileges of resi-. 
dence committed by any such person in activjtie. iu that country outside: his 
official functions; he may be requited to leave by the Government of that 
country provided that: 

, 2. (I) Representatives of m'embers, or pe-rsons who are entitled to 
diptomatic immunity under section 21, shall not be required to leave. the. coun­

. try othcr,Wise than in accordance with the diplomatic procedure applicable to 
diplomatic envoys accredited to that country. 

(I.I) In the. case ·of . an official to whom section· 21 is. not 
applicable. no order to leave the country shall he issued other than v.ith the 
approval of the _Foreign :Minister of the Country in qu�tion, and such 
approval shall be given only- after- coruultatitm with the executive head of the 
specialized agency concerned; an_d� if expulsion proceedings are taken against 
an official, the exocutive head of the spccmlized agency shall ha-Y-e the right to 
appear in such proceed.in� on behalf of the person against whom they ate 
instituted, 
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Arlirh VIII 

LAISSEZ-PASSER· 

Section 26- Officials of the specialized agencit;s shall be entitled to use the 
United Nations laissez-passer in conformity with administrative arrangements to 
be cop.eluded between the Secretary·General of the United �ations and the 
competent authorities of the specialized agencies to which agencies special 
powers to issue laissez-passer m2y be delegated. The &ecretary·General of the 
l'nited Nations shall notify each State party of this Convention of each ad­
ministn\tive arrangement HO concluded. 

Section 28- Applications for visas, where required, from 'officials of sped.al· 
iz<:d agencio holding United Xations laissez-passer, when accompanied by a 
certificate that they are travelling on the business of a specialized agency1 shall 
be dealt with as speedily as possible. In addition, such persons shall be 
granted facilities for speedy· travel. 

Section 29.,.. Similar facilities to those specified in section 28 shall be ac­
corded t6 experts and other persons who, though· not the holders of l'nited 
Xations Jai.ssC:z�passer have a certificate that they are travelling on .. �he bw,iness 
of� scpdalized agency. 

Section 30- The executive heads1 assistant executive heaQs, heads ·of 
departments and other officials of a rank not lower lhan head of department 
of the specialized agencies) travelEng on United Xatiom laissez·passer on the 
business of the specialized agencie�, shall b¢. granted the sair-t. facilities for 
travel as are. accorded to officials of com,parable·rank in diploma,:;: mission$.

FIFTH SCHEDl'LE (Section 17 

Part. I_ 
PRl\'ILEGES A;>ID n!�fl'NIT!ES OF THE ORGANISATION 

l. Immunity from suit and legal process ..
'· .,)?. The-lilC<� inviolability of off�c�al a�ch�ves ·and prem�es occupied 8;S Office;; 

aS lS ·µ.c�c,rded m respect of the ,off1cial ,;l_rch1ves and premises of an envoy of a 
fprejgn sovereign Power. 

3. The iike exe."T!ption or relief frqm ta::.fes and rates, other than taxes on
the)mportation of go(?ds, as is accorded �o a foreign sovereign Power. 

· 4., Exemption from taxes on the'importation of.goods directly imported by
the organisation for its official use -in Guyana or for exportation. or on the 
importation· of anv publications of the organisation directly imported by it, 
such e:xe,mption tO' be Subject to compliance with such conditions as the Comp� 
troller of-,Customs and Excise may prescribe for the protectL,n of the Revenue.

!,. ·Exemption from prohibitions and restrictions on importation or exporta� 
tion in tl;ie: case ·of goods directly imported or exported by the organisation for 
its official use and in the case of any pUblications of the organisation directly 
i.mportt;d or export.ed·by it: . ; , 

6. The right to avail "itself) for· telegraphic communications sent by it and
confai�ing only matter intended for publication by the press or ·for braodcast� 
ing (including communications addreised to' or despatdied from places outside 
Guyana). of any reduCed rates applica_ble for the oorrespom;ling service in the 
r,ue of press tdegrams. · · 

,, 

I� i 
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Part II 

PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIJ';l OF REP:itESENTATIVES, MEMBERS 
OF COMMITTEES, HidB OFFICERS AND PERSONS 

ON MISSIONS 

1. The like immunity from suit and legal p;roeess as ia' accorded to .an
mvoy of a foreign oovcreign Power, 

2. The like inviolability of r .. idcncc .. is accorded to such an envoy.
,. The like exemption of relief lro,n taxes as is accorded to such an envoy.

Part 111 

PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF OTm:.l< 
OFFICERS AND SERV Al\'TS 

L Im:ruunity from suit and legal process in respect of things done or 
outirted to be done in the course o[ the performance of official duties. 

2. Exemption from income' tax in respett of emoluments receivecl as an 
officer or s�nt c,f the organisation. 

Pert JV 

PRIVILEGES ANU IMMUNITIES OF OFF!CIAL-'STAFFS AND OF 
HIGH OFFICERS' }'.AMIL!ES 

1. Where any person is entitled to any such pl'ivileges and immunitfos
as - are mentioned' in Part Ir of thla; Schedule as a representative to the orgiani,� 
ation or as a representative 011, or member of, any organ of the orgr.nisation 
or a member of any committe,e,: of the orgAnisation or of an organ the1ieof, his 
official staff accompanying him as such a representative or member shall also 
be e'ntitled to those ·privileges and "immuriities to the same extent as the retinue 
of an en'v?Y of a foreign soverCign Power. 

2, Where any person is entitled.· to any such privibges and immunities 
as are -mentioned in -Part IJ. of this Schedule as a.n officer o{ the organisation, 
the members. of that pei�on's family; fcnming _parj of his household shaH also 

. be entitled .to thOse privilege$ 'and imrtnmities to· the same extent as the wife 
or husband ot chiklren of an ehvoy of , foreign sovereign Po'.'.'er accredited 
to Guyana are entitled to the\ privileges and immunities accorded to the envoy, 

L 



 

BXPLANA'I'.ORY MEMORANDUM . 

This Bill which seeks to give the force of law in Guyana to certain provisions 
of-

(a) the Vienna Convention on 'Diplomatic Relations .signed at Vienna in
1961;

(b) the Vienna Convention on Consular Relati<;ms signed at Vienna in
1963;

(c) the Convention on the. Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations
adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on the 13th
February, 1946; and

(d) the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities ol' the Specialized
Agencies approved by the, General Assembly of the United Nations
on the 21st Nove,mber, 1947,

will, when enacted, provide comprehensive legislation in Ooyana for according 
privileges and immunities to,-

( a) persons in the diplomatic and consular services of foreign countries
as well as .Commonwealth Countries;

(b) the United Nations Organisation, the Specialised Agencies, and their
staffs; and

( c) other lntetnational organisa[ions and their stall's.

2. Clause 11 ofJfltlJljJlseeks-lO•authorlse-tlie·Mmistei io-wlioiu respon-
Cslbilityfor-e:iffii!:na[affairs has been assigned to confer, by order, privileges and 
immunities on the judges and registrars of, and suitors to, the International Court 
of Justice in order to comply with the terms of a resolution of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations Qf 11th December, 1946, concerning the im­
munities and privileges of the International Court of Justice. 

3. Clause 14 of the Bill seeks to make provision for the immunities and
privUeges of representatives, of . Governments at international conferences held
in Guyana. 

(Bill No. 19/1970) 
(94/1/1 Iu), 

S. S, RAMPHAL,
Attomey,Oenera'I and Jvfioister of State. 




