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BILL No. 5 OF 1973 THURSDAY, 17TH MAY, 1973 

PARLIAMENT OFFICE, 
Public Buildings, 

Georget:own, 
Guyana. 

15th May, 1973. 

The following Bill which wa;s introduced in the National A embly is pub­
lished for general ii.nformation. 
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Audit of the accounts to the Board. 

Annual Report. 

Power of the Minii!ster to give directions of the Board. 

Exclusion of llhe aipp.l!ica:�ion of the Uimitiaitiion Ordinance. 

Reoovery of morri.e.s due to the Boa:rd. 

Offences and Penalties. 

Power fo make regu:Jati�ns .. 

SCHEDULE. 

A BILL 

Intiituled 

AN ACT to provi:de for the establiishment and functions of ,the Guyana 
llimber Ex·port Board, and for matters connected �herewJth. 

Enacted by the Parliament of Guyal!l!a : -

1 . This Act may be cited as Vhe Guyana Timber Export Boord 
Act 1973, and shaU oome into opera.'tii.on on such date as vhe Minister 
may by order appoint. 

"expurt" w,ittJh ,its 'gramma1lioal variations and cognate ex­

"Bo:ard means the Board es1!alb]ii�hed by section 3; 

"export with its grammatical va.Tiiations and cognate ex­
pressions means export from Guyana; 

"forest produce" ,includes timber and trees; 

"producer" means -

(a) a person licensed under the Forests Ordinance
to operate a sawmill;

(b) a person licensed under the Forests Ordimnce
to carry on the business of purchasing timber
for sale;

(c) the holder of a, lease of state forest or state

'1ands for woodcutting purposes;

"registered producer" means a producer registered for the 
pmposes of this Act by the Board under section 4; 
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",timber" ,includes logs, dles. poles, sawn lumber hewn and 
sawn squares, and sudh dlher wood products as the Minister 
m1ay presombe from time to l!iJrne by notice published in the 
Gazdtte. 

3. 11here is hereby est:aibl$hed a Board to be known as the ��
Guya:nJa. Timber Exrport Boo,rd which shalll be a body oorporate and <the iIIQ>r,pora, 
provisions of the schedule swll lrave effect as to the constitution of the g���� me
Board and otiherwise iin relall:ion thereto. Timber E:i:·

porit Board, 
Schied,u[e. 

4. (1) Subjeot ro ithls Act, it shall be the funotlion of t!he Board to Flu�IIB 
regulate :tJhe export of tJimber, and wi1ihout prejudice to the generality of �f

0;J. 
the foregoling prov'ision, ,that funotion slm]l, in particu1ar, include -

(a) the re�ra:ti� of per.sons as producers fur the pu,r-
1poses of tlhis Act subject to such telm/S and condiitlions
as .the Boaird may ith!i'nk £iJt ro impose :

�rovided that the Board shall not register a pro­
ducer umess the approva1 of tJhe Minlister has been 
obro.ined by the Board. 

(b) ithe Qharging of fees for serv,ices rendered by the Boa,rd
to register producers and other persons.

I 

(2) As soon as pract!i.ca:ble after the commencement of t!his Aot,
a producer may make appllication to the Board for registrari.on under 
this Act ·and tihe appliie'aition shall ibe iin such form and shall oontafrn 
suoh ,infunnaition. as the Board may ·require. 

(3) Wii.itlliout prejudice .to su'bsootion (1), it sha:ll be the functlion .
of the Board to rerommend. to producers programmes for maintaining, 
controlling aind regulallling suppllies of tJimber so as to regulate exports 
of timber in a manner calcu1ated Ito serve it!he best interests of the 
economy of Guyana and, for the furtherance of those puriposes, the 
Board may recommend to producers programmes for regu'1atiing or pro­
,bfrbi1Iing itihe exporll:aitfon of timber or any species thereof and for con­
trolling 11he prlices at which timber may be sold for expO'rt.

(4) For the pu11p0se of gi.v-ing effect to the foregoing provisions
of this section and in furtherance of the exercise of its functions under 
section 7, the BoaTd sh'all have .the exclusive right to receive orders for 
the purchase of ,t!imiber for export and to alloca:te orders among regils­
·1Jered pmducers.

(5) The Board may cancel the registratioo of a producer for the
breach of any term or oondition ·imposed-by the Board under subseotion 
(1) or if the Boa:rd considers dmt it is in the public interest to do so.
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(6) Tihe regiistrait!ion of a producer or the oancellaition thereof
shall be notified in the Gazette and sh'll'li be offildiallly and judicially 
noticed. 

Oi6cJ:o·sure 5. (1) Any member oif tihe Board whose init:erest is likely to be
�e!\:;:�ly affected whether directly or 1indireotly by a deeltsion of the Board on 
the B'Oard. any maltter whaitooever, shaH diisclose tlhe naiture of the illlterest at the 

Eni-ploymen.t 
of offlceM 
and otlher 
employees 
Of 1\Jhe B.o,�rd.

No. S8 of 
lffl 

first meetJing of the Board at which he is present after ithe rele"vanil: factJS 
have come ,to his knowledge. 

(2) A disclosure under subseCltlion (1) shall be reoorded in the
minutes of tihe Boafd, and after .the disclosure, the member of the Board 
making ,the disclosure sha!lrl, ulllless the .Boorr-d otiherw.ise direots, not be 
present, or ;take part in the detibemti.on or vote at any meeting during 
the ,time when such matter is being decided by rt!he Boa'l"d. 

(3) For the purposes of this section, \\fuere the interest of
parents, spouse or children of any member of the Board is like1y tb ,be 
affected directly or ·indirectly by a decision of the Board on any ma,llter. 
such interest shall be deemed ito be tihe interest of tiha,t member. 

(4) The Mimster may revoke .the appointment of any member
of ,rlhe Board who contravenes or fails to oomply with the provi ions of 
itJblis seotion. 

6. (1) The Board may, wilbh the approval of <the Minister, appoint
a Genera:1 Manager, a Seoretary and such other officers and employees 
•at such remunet1a/llion and on isudh :terms and conditlions (indluding tihe
payment of pens1ons, gratu1fies or Oitlher like bene'fii:ts by reference to ·Vhe
service of the officeI:S ·and other employees) a:s the Board ,thlnks fit.

(2) Tihe Board may, at lllllY ,time, retain the services of profes­
sional persons and may pay such remuneration in respeelt thereof as 
the Boa,rd, with the approval of the Minister, may determine. 

(3) Where a public officer is seoonded or temporairNy trans­
ferred from a pensionable office within the meaning of the Pensions 
(Consolidaiti:on) Ordinance 1957 to an office wiiitih the Board, sectiion 6 
of <that Ordi'll'ance sh'll'H apply to him a:s if his service wi�h the Boaird 
were public service. 

(4) Where a pu!blic officer is appointed to an office with the
Boaird, bas service with tihe Board shaH be other public serviee w'iifuin 
the meaning of, and for the .purposes of sudh provi ions appilica1ble in 
rela.tion .�hereto as are oontlalined lin, t!he Pensions (Conroliidaiviori) Or­
dinance 1957 (including tihe Pensions Regu1a,tions 1957). 
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7. (1) Except w�th the perrrusSJ.on in writ"?-g of the Board, no :?1t:i�Ltion
person other tihan ,tJhe Boal4d, slra:ll expoDt any !)Imber and such per- expor�a�-0n 
mission may be given subject to such terms .and condi�ions as the Board 0' timber.
may deem fit to impose. 

(2) Ln the exercise of .i/ts functions as the exporter of timber
pursuant to this Act, the B()lard may aPQOlirnt agents and may enter into 
arrangements with registered producers fur the purpose of facilitating 
,the expo'lt of 1limber. 

(3) Every producer applying to tJhe Board for registration under
this Act shall submit to ,tJhe Board with b'is applicartion a1l subsi.SIJing 
contractJs, orders or other agreements for t!he expotit of .timber ro be 
fulfii]'.led by him.

(4) The grant by the Board of any permission under sub­
section (1), inolud:ing any terms and conrutions imposed in relation 
thereto, shall be subject to the approval of the Mini�ter. 

' 

8. {l) The Board hall maiintaiin ra fund into whioh shaill be paiid 1tun·� otd 
all such moneys as may, from time to fme, be placed at the disposal e oar, •

of the Board for t!he purposes of this Act by P.arliament, and such otlb.er 
moneys as may lawfully .be paid to the Board; and out of bhe fund shaill 
be paid all expenses .incurred by tlhe Board in carryim.g out its functions 
under this Act and .all other liabilities properly incurred by the Board. 

(2) The Boal.'d sha,lJ manage, administer and keep proper
accounts of the fund. 

9. The Board may, with the aipproval of the Mini�er respon- Borrowing 

sib'le fur finance, bml'OW sums required by the 'Board for meeting any of :;e�a��­
its obligations or discllrarging any of its functions. 

10. Monies standing to the credit of .tJhe Board may, from time Invest-
to t1ime, be ,invested in seourm.es approved ei�er generally or specifioa:lly ments. 
by ithe Miniister, and ithe Board may, from ilime to !lime, wiltJh the J,ike 
appriova1, �11 all or any of such securu.rties. 

1 L (1) The accounts of ,bhe Board shahl be audited annually by an Aud.i.t of the 
aud1tor ,aippainted by the Mi!Ilrster. tii�

0

�i���
t 

(2) The Minister may, at any time, appoin:t an aud1tor to
examine the accounts of the Board and to report itlhereon to him. 

(3) The members, officers and other employees of the Board
sha'fil grant to the auditor so appointed access to all books, documents, 
crush and soourli.tlies of t!he Board and shaU give to him on request all 
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suoh iin:forma�on as may be wiithin their knowledge in relation to the 
operations of the Board. 

(4) An auditor appointed under this section' shall have power
to summon and examine all persons whom he shall think fit to examine 
for the purpose of obtaiining .information in connection with tlhe ex­
amination and audit of the accounts of the Board and respecting all

other matters and things whatever necessary for the due performance 
of the funotions vested in him; and if any person summoned as afore­
said is not a public officer, or a member or an officer or other employee 
of the Board he shall be entitled to payment for his attendance as if 
he were a witness attending a legal proceeding in obedience to a sum­
mons issued at the instance of the State. 

(5) Any person summoned under subsection (4) who w.ithout
reasonable excuse makes default in obeying suob summons shall 
be Jiiable on summary conviction to a fine of fifty dollars or, in default 
of payment, to imprisonment for one month. 

(6) The Board may, with the apprmral of t:he Minister, write
off bad debts. 

12. (1) The Board shall not later than six months after the end of
each calendar year submit ,to the Minister a report contaiining -

(a) an account of its transaotions throughout the preceding
. calendair year in suoh detail as the Minister may
direct; and

· (b) a st:Jatement of the accounts of the Board audited in
accordance with the provisions of section IL 

(2) A copy of the repo1t together with a copy of the audiltor's
report shall be printed and laid before the Narional Assembly. 

13. (1) Tihe Minister may, after consuLtai�ion wi�h the Board, give to 
the Board such directions of a general character as to the policy to be 
followed by the Board in the performaince of its functions as appear to 
the Miruister to be requ�site in the public interest, and the Board shall 
give effect to any such directions. 

(2) The Board shall afford to the Minister facilities for obtain­
ing information \¥ith respect to the property and activities of the Board 
and furnish him with returns, aiccounts and otlher information with 
respect thereto, in such manner and at such times as he may require. 
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14. 11he Limitation Ordinance shall not apply to proceedings Exclusion or 
the app,lica-

instituted by the Board. t.ion of the 
Limutati.on 
Ordinance, 
Cap, 26. 

15. Monies due to the Board may be recovered by parate :0c!��1u°i 
execution witholllt prejudice to ainy orher right of recovery available to to tihe Board, 

the Board by virtue of any other law. 

16. Any person who -

�a) breaches any term or cond.rtion imposed by the Board
pursuant to section 4 (1) (a); 

(b) is convicted for a oontra\'.ention of section 7 (1),
shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine of two thoµsaind dollars 
and to imp.l'isonment for twelve months. 

Offences and 
penaltJ,es. 

17. 'J1he Minister may make regulatiions generally for 11he pur- :��r to 

pose of carrying out the provisions of this Act. reguilia'ti.ons, 

SCHEDULE 

. Con'S'tllltution 1. The Board shall con�st of not more than twenty persons of the Board. 
appointed by ithe Minister from among persons appea.riing to hnn 1Jo be 
qualified for appointment by reason of their experience of, and shown 
oapacity ii.n, matters relafing to industry, trade, commerce and marketing. 

2. The names of all members of the Board at first constituted �tz:���fnt-
and every change i:n the membership thereof shall be published in the men1'S. 
Gazette.

3. (1) 'J1he seal of the Board shall be kept in the custody of th.e :���of the 
Chairman of the Board (hereinafter referred to as ''ithe Chairman") or 
the Secretary and shall be affixed to instruments pursuant to a resolu-
tion of the Board in the presence of ithe ChaJinnan, or the Deputy Ghai,r-
man, or the General Manager, and the Secre1Jary. 

(2) The Seal of rthe Board shall be authenricated by the signa­
tures of the Cliairman, or the Deputy Chairman, or the General Manager, 
and the Secretary, and shall be offiioially and judicially noticed. 

(3) All documents, other than those required by law to be
under seal, made by, and al'l decisions of, �he Board may be signified 
under the hand of 11he Chairman, or the Deputy Chairman, or ,the Gene­
ral Manager, or the Secretary. 

4. (1) TJ:ie Boord shall meet at sucb. times as may be necessary or i1i�eti;
0

g;r31 

expedient for 1lhe trainsaction of its business, and such meetings shall be and the 
• PI'OCedU1"8 held at such places and times and on such days as the Board may de- ther�t. 

termine. 
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(2) The Chairman may, at any 1Jime, summon a special meeting
of the Board and shall summon a spooial meet!ing wliithin seven da1ys of 
the receipt of a written requisitlion for that purpose addressed to him by 
any five members of the Boord. 

(3) The Chairman. or in his absence the DepuJty Chairman,
sha.11 preside at all meetings of the Board; in the absence of the Chair­
man and the Deputy Ohalirman at a meeting of the Board the General 
Mall!ager shall act as Chairman at the meeting. 

(4) Flive members of tJhe Board shall constitute a quorum.

(5) Minutes in proper form of every meeting of the Boards
shall be kepl by the secretary and shall be confirmed by the Chairman, 
or the Deputy Chainnan, or General Maniager, as the case may be, as 
soon as practicable therea£ter at a subsequent meeti!Dg. 

(6) The Board may co-opit any one orr more persons to attend
any paTl:iicular meetling of the Board at wh'ioh the Board is dealing with 
a particular matter, for the pu'I1poise of assrsting or advising the Board, 
but no sudh oo-opted person shall have any right to vote at the meeting. 

(7) Subject to this sahedule, the Board may regulate its own
proceedings. 

5. (1) The Board may appoint committees as it may think fit and
may delegate to any such committee or a member of the Board authority 
to perform on it's behalf such functions as the Board may determine. 

(2) Any committee so appointed shall consist of at least two
membe11s of the Board togctiher with sudh other persons, whether mem­
bers of Vhe Boarid or not, whose assistance or advice the Board may 
des1re. 

6. (1) No member of the Board shall be personally liable for any
aot or defuult of the Board done or omifted oo be done in good faiith 
in vhe course of the operaltlions of the Board. 

(2) Where any member of the Board i,s exempt £rom Liability
. by reason only of the proviis1ons of this paragraph, the BoaTd shall be 
liaible to -the exrent that iit would be if the member were a servant or 
agenil: of the Boaa-d. 

7. The Board sh'al}1 pay to each member of the Board in
respect of bis office as such, such, if ainy remuneration and alJowances 
as the Minister may dere.mrine, and to the Ohai[-man and to the Deputy 
Chrurmian, in respect of hls offilce as sudh, sudh, if any, remuneratiJon 
and allOW1an<:es (in addition to any remuneration or allowances to which 
he may be errllitled in respect of bis ,office as a member) as may be so 
determined. 
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

It is considered essenti.al to establish a Tiimber Export Board re­
sponsible for the export of timber from Guyana as a result of lihe ex­
pansion of tJhe timber industry to meet the needs of the export trade in 
timber and its substantial contriibution to the country's economy. 

The Bill makes pwvisiion in clau e 3 for the estiiblishmenit: and con­
stitution of the Guyana Timber Export Boa,rd and clause 4 specifies the 
functions of the. Board. It is enviisaged tJhat there will be a system where­
by producers of timber ,will be registered by the Board and will be 
allocated orders for the supply of timber for export by the Board which 
will be the sole exporter of timber. 

(Bill No. 5/1973) 
(CMF: 6/25/1) 

H. 0. JACK,
,Mi.n:ist:er of Mines and Forests. 
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