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11he following Bi'11 whioh will be introduced in the Na1:itonal Assembly is pub­
Joshed fur genera:1 rinformation. 

Seot'ion: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

JO. 

F. A NARAIN,
Gl�k of tlhe Na1liooa1 Assembly 

GUYANA 

BILL NO. 5 OF 1973 

GUYANA TliMBER EXPORT BOARD BII.;L 1973 

Arrangement of Sections 

Short titile a,nd commencement. 

Intetipretiation. 

Es�a!bliishment and inoorpomrion of rtihe Guyana Timber Export 
Board. 

Functions of rhe Board. 

Disclosure of interest by member of tJhe Board. 

Employlffient of officers and otiher employees.of the Board. 

Prohibition of the exportation of llirmber. 

Funds of the Board. 

Borrowing powers of the Board. 

Investments. 
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Section : 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

A.O. 197S 

Sh-O'r-t till,le 

and oom­
menoonumt. 

l n1te l"P reba­
tio n•. 

Cap. 240 

Audit of the accounts of the Board. 

Annual Report. 

Power of the Minister to give directions of the Board. 

Exclwfon of the app'l'ication of the UimitJation Ordinance. 

Recovery of monies due to the Board. 

Offences and PerraHies. 

Power to make regulations. 

SCHEDULE. 

A BILL 

Intiiltuled 

AN ACT to provide for the establ1ishment and functions of the Guyana 
Timber Export Board, and for ma!tters cormooted therewiith. 

Enacted by t'he Parliament of Guyana. 

I. 11bis Act may be cited as the Guyana Jlimber Expo11t Board 
Act i 973, and shall oome into operation on such date as bhe Minister 
may by order appoint. 

2. In this Act, unless 1the context otilierw'ise requires-"Board"
means lbhe Board established by section 3; "export" with
i1ls grammatical variations and cognate expressions means
export from Guyana;

"forest produce" includes timber and trees;

"producer" means -

(a) a person licensed under the Forests Ordinance to
operate a sawmill;

(b) a person licensed under tJhe Forests Ordinance to 
carry on the business of purohasing timber for sale; 

(c) the holder of a lease of sllaite forest or state lands for
woodoulllbing purposes;

"re�istered producer" means a producer regi'stered for the 
pmposes of this Act by the Board under section 4; 

,. 
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"tlimber" ·inoludes logs, tiles, poles, sawn lumber hewn aind 
sawn squa:res, and sudh dtiher wood products as the Minister 
may presonrbe from llime to tlime hy notice published in the 
Gazette. 

3. 'Dhere is hereby esllaib'lished a Board to be known as the :e� 
Guya:ll!a Tiimber Export Board which shaill be a body oor:porate and rthe incor,pora­

provision:s of the schedule shall have effect as to Vhe constitution of tJhe g�;: die 
Board and otiherwise in relation thereto. �:��a� 

Sd!oouie. 

4. (1) Su!bjoot tJo rthis Act, iit shall be the �unotlion of t1he Board to �tn:!:ns
regulate the export of timber, and wi't!hout prejudice to the generality of Board. 

the foregding prov'ision, ,that function sbrarI, -in particular, include -

(a) the regi.Stratioo of persons as producers fur the puir­
,poses of Vhis Act subject tJo such teims and oondiltli.ons
as the Board may itlhi'nk fill: itJo impose:

iProviided that the Booro shal!I. niot regmter a pro­
ducer unless 11he approva'l of t1he Minlister has been
obtained by the Board.

(b) rthe dha'flgi!llg of fees for services rendered by the Board 
to registered producer,s and dl!her persons. 

(2) As soon as pmcti.C!a!b1e aillter -the commencement of this Act,
a producer may make appllication to t1he Board for registratiion under 
this Act and tJhe appliicaitibn shall lbe m such form and sha'll oontadn 
such rinformaJtion as the Board may require. 

(3) W1i.ltJhout prejudice .to subsection (1), it sha1H be the funct!ion
of the Board to reoommend to producers programmes for maintaining, 
controlling ood regulaltling suppllies of timber so as to regulate exports 
of timber in a manner calcu1ated Ito serve the best interests of the 
eool1l0Jtly of Guy,ana and, :&lr t1he furtherance of those purposes, the 
Boava may recommend to producers programmes for regulauing or pro­
Mbi'tling ,tJhe expor1taitli:on of tirmber or any species tiheroof and for con­
tr0Uin1g the prices art which timber may be sold for export. 

(4) For the pul1J.)'Ose of giv,ing effect to the foregoing provisions
of this section arnd in furtherance of the exeroise of its functions under 
section 7, the BoaTd shall have .the exclusive r:ighf to receive orders for 
the purchase of ,Vi,rnber for expor,t and to allocate orders among regils­
tered pmducers. 

(5) The Board may cancel the regis�rafion of a producer for the
breach of .any ter,m or oondit'ion imposed by the Board under subsootion 
(1) or if the Board considers tbrart it is in the public interest rto do so.
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(6) 11he registration of a producer or the oanceUaJtion thereof
shall be notified in the Gazette and sha11 be of:fiioiallly and judiciaJly 
noticed. 

Dlisclosure 5. (1) Any member of the Board whose interest is likely ro be
:::t:-:�/>Y affected whether directly or indirectly by a decision of the Board on 
111e iroant. any matter W'haltlsoever, shall di close the naiture of the interest ait the 

Ernp'lo,yment 
o1 offioen; 
a.nd other 
employees 
of me 
Bo'l!r'd. 

No, 38 of 
1857 

first mee�ing of the Board ait which he is present aifiter -the relevanlt facts 
\have come to his knowledge. 

(2) A disclosure under subseotiion (1) shall be recorded in the
minutes of the Board, and after the disclosure, the member of ,the Board 
making <the disdosure shaihl, un:less the Boord otherwise directs, not be 
present, or ,take pa!rlt in the del'ibemition or vote at any meeting during 
the �e when such matter is being decided by the Board. 

(3) For the pu11pose of this sectiion, where -Vhe inrterest of
parents, spouse or children of any member of the Board is likely t'o be 
affected directly or indirectly by a decision of vhe Board on any matter, 
such interest shall be deemed to be tlhe interest of tiha,t member. 

(4) The Minister may revoke the appoinrtmen,t of ainy member 
of r)he Board who contravenes or fails to comply with the provisions of 
tib.lis section. 

6. (1) 11he Board may, wittll the approval of ,the Minister, appoint
a General Mana,ger, a Seoretary ood such other officers and employees 
alt such remunel'altiion and on sudh :terms and cond'i1Jions (including tihe 
payimen,t of pensions, gratu:i,6es or oitlher like bene:JJits by reference to t!he 
service of the officers and ot'her employees) as the Board th'inks fit. 

(2) 11he Board may, aJt ainy time, r�tain the services of profes-
1sional persons ll!lld may pay such remuneration in respect thereof as 
the Boa!rd. wi�h the approval of the Minister, may determine. 

(3) Wihere a pulbllic officer is seoon:ded or tempomirily trans­
ferred from a pensionable office wii:thin the meaning of the Pensions 
(Consolidation) Ordinance 1957 to an office witJb the Board, section 6 
of 1!hait Ordinance shall 01pply to him a:s <if his service with fue Boaird 
were public service. 

(4) Where a public officer is appointed to an office with the
Board, Iris service with il!he Board shall be other public service within 
the meaning of, and for t'he pu11poses of sudh provi: li.ons aipplica:ble in 
relation thereto as are oonllarined <in, ,vhe Pensions (ConsolidaJtion) Or­
dinance 1957 (including �he Pen ions Regulations 1957). 
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7. (1) Except wiith the permission in writing of the Board; no �0Wi�•Won 
person other than the Board, sh.all e�polt any tiimber and. such per- exporttaltio111 
mission may be given subjeot ,to such terms and conditions as t!h Board of timber. 

may deem fit to impose. 

(2) In the exercise of irts functions as the ex,porter of timbetr
pursuant to this Act, the Board may appomt agents and may enter into
arrangements with registered producers for the purpose of fac.i1'irtiating 
ithe export of tiimber. 

(3) Every producer applying to tJhe Board for registration under
this Aot shall submit to ,tJhe Boord with his applicartion all subsistling 
contr:actJs, orders or other agreements for t!he export of timber to be 
fulfilled by him. 

(4) �he grant by the Board of any perrn.i sion under sub­
section (1), including any terms and conditions imposed in relation 
thereto, shall be subject to rhe approvail of the Minister. 

8. (1) The Board shall maintain ia fund into whioh shall be paid fiiun� 0:ci 
all such moneys as may, from time to time, be placed at ,the disposal e oa ·
of the Board for the purposes of this Act by Barliament, and such ot'her 
moneys as may lawfully be paid to the Board; and out of the fund shall 
be paid all expenses incurred by the Board in carrying out its functions 
under this Aot and all other liabilities properly incurred by the Board. 

(2) The Board shall manage, administer and keep proper
accounts of the fund. 

9. The Board may, with the approval of the Minister respon- Borrowing 
sible for finance, borrow sums required by the Board for meeting any of �!ei�a�. 
its obligations or disdharging any of its functions. 

10. Monies standing to the credit of the Board may, from time Invest-
to time, be invested in securities approved either generally or specifiaally ments. 

by the Minister, and .the Board may, .from time to time, with the like 
approval, sell all or any of such securities. 

11. (1) The accounts of the Board shall be audited annually by an Audit of tlhe 
d. · -A b h Minis' accounts of au Ltor appomtcu y t e ter. the Board. 

(2) The Minister may, at any time, appoint an auditor to
examine the accounts of the Board and to report thereon to him. 

(3) The members, officers and other employees of the Boarp
shall grant to the auditor so appointed access to all books, docu�ep:ts, 
ca h and securities of the Board and shall give to him on reqqest all 

• "·', .'j! 
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Annual 
lliel)Ort, 

suoh Jnformiatfon as may be wwthi.n their knowledge in relartJi.on to the 
operati<>ns of the Board. 

(4) An a:ud:iltor appointed under t!his section shall have power
to summon and examine all persons whom he sha'll think fit to examine 
for the purpose of O'bltaiining infiormaNoo. in connection with Uhe ex­
amina:bion and audit of the aocounts of the Board and respecting all 
other matters and things whatever necessary for theduc performance 
of the funotions vested in him; and if any perSIOn summoned as afore­
said is n.Q\t a public officer, or a member or an officer or other employee 
of the Board he shall be entitled to payment for his attendance as if 
·he were a w�tness attending a legal proceeding in obedience to a sum­
mons issued aJt the instJance of the State.

(5) Any person summoned under subseotion (4) who without
reasonable excuse makes default in obeyiing suob summons shall 
be J,iable on summairy conviction to a fine of fifty dollars or, in default 
of payment, to imprisonment for one month. 

(6) The Boord may, with the approval of the Minister, write
off bad debts. 

I? (I) The Board shall not later than six months after the end of 
each oalendar year submit to the Minister a report oontain.ing -

(a) an acoount of its transactions throughout the preceding
calendar year in suoh detail as the Minister may
direot; and

(b) a statement of the accounts of the Board audited in
accordance with the provisions of section II.

(2) A oopy of the report together witli a copy of the auditor's
report sha1H be printed and laid before the National A sembly. 

rower ot the 
13. (1) The Minister may, afiter oonsultation wioh the Board, give to

Minister to ithe Board suoh dirootions of a general chairacter as to the policy to be 
ft�� d;e�

e 
followed by the Board in ,the performance of its functions as appear to 

Bou,t. the Minlister to be requisite in the public intere t, and the Board shall 
give effect to any such dirootions. 

(2) The Board shall afford to the Minister facilities for obtain­
ing information rwith respect to the property and activities of the Board 
and fumish him wirth returns, accounts and otlher information with 
respoot thereto, in such ma:nner and at such times as he may require. 
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14. The Limwta:tJion Ordinance shall not apply
instituted by the· Board. 

to proceedings E:r:clllllion of die app]!ica­
lilon of tlhe LlmJ.tlllt!K>nOrdinance,
Ciap. 26. 

15. Monies due to the Board may be recovered by parate �o���r�u':
execution without prejudice to ainy other right of recovery available to to t,1te Board. 
the Board by virttue of any o'tlher law. 

16. Any person who -

�a) breaohes any term or condition imposed by the Board
pursuant to section 4 (1) (a); 

(b) is oonviated for a contravention of section 7 (1),
shall be liable on summary oonviction to a fine of two thousaind dollars 
and to imptiisonment for twelve mon'.ths. 

Offences and penalties. 

17. The Minister may make regulations generally for the pur- ::i0a1:r 

, 
to 

pose of carryiµg out the provisions of this Act. regulations. 

SCHEDULE 

· 1. The Board shall consist of not more than twenty persons �rni�t�t���d. 
appointed by 1lhe Minister from among persons appearing to him to be 
qualified for appointment by reason of their experience of, and shown 
oapaoity tin, matters relating to industry, trade, commerce and marketing. 

2. The names of all members of the Board at first constituted �r:��_!h 1• 

and every change in the membership thereof shall be published in the ments. 

Gaze!Jte. 

3. (1) The seal of the Board shall be kept in the custody of the :�!;.,r the 

Ohairman of the Board (hereinafter referred to as "1t:he Chairman") or 
the Secretiary and shall be affixed to instruments pursuant to a resolu-
tion of the Board in the presence of rthe Chairman, or the Deputy Chair-
man, or the General Manager, and the Secretiary. 

(2) The Seal of rthe Board shall be authenticated by the signa­
tures of the Chairman, or the Deputy Chairman, or the General Manager, 
and the Secretary, and shall be ofliioially and judicially noticed. 

(3) All documents, other than those required by law to be
under seal, made by, and all decisions of, the Board may be signified 
under the hand of the Chairman, or the Deputy Chairman, or the Gene­
ral Manager, or the Secretary. 

4. (1) T\he Boord sh'all meet at such times as may be necessary or M�etlings of 

exped!ient for �e transaction of its bustiness, and such meetings shall 'be !i�':i ::rd
held �t SUCh places and times and On SUCh days as the Board may de-PUl��:r
temnne. 
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Commi�tees 
and powers 
of delega­
tion.-

Protection of 
members. 

RemuneTa· 
Uon of 
n e!lllbe!l"S of 
the 'Bl>artl. 

(2) The Oha:imlain may, at any time, summon a special meeting
of tlhe Board and shall summon a ,special meetling w!i.lthm seven daiJS of 
the receipt of a written requisitlion for that purpose addressed to him by 
any five members of the Board. 

(3) The Ohairman, or in his absence 1ihe Depuity Chrain:nan,
shall preside at all mee1Ji.n:gs of the Board; in the absence of the Chair­
man and the Deputy Oh'aJirman at a meeting of the Board the General 
Manager sha!ll adt as.. Chairman at the meeting. 

(4) F1i.ve members of tJhe Boord sh.all constitute a quorum.

(5) Minutes in proper form of every meedng of the Boards
shall be kept by the secretary and sha.N be oonfirmed by tlhe Chairman, 
or the Deputy Chaiinnan, or General Manager, as the case may be, as 
500n as practJicail,le thereafter at a subsequent meeting. 

(6) The Board may co-op,t any one or more persons to attend
any pamcular meetling of the Boaird at wh'idh the Board is deaJJi.ng with 
a partlicular maroter, for the purpooe of assisting or advising the Board, 
but no sudh co-opted person shall have any right to vote art: the meeting. 

(7) Subject to this sa'hedule, the Board may regulate its own
proceedings. 

· 5. (1) The Board may appoint committees as it may think fit and
may delegate to any such committee or a member of the Board authority 
rto perform on its behalf such funotions as the Boa1rd may determine. 

(2) Any committee so appointed shall consist of at least two
members of the Board together with suoh other persons, whether mem­
bers of the Board or not, whose assistance or advice the Board may 
desire. 

6. (1) No member of the Board shall be personally liable for any
act or default of the Board done or omitted to be done in good faith 
in the course of the operations of the Board. 

(2) Where any member of the Board is exempt from liability
by reason only of the provisions of this paragraph, the Board shall be 
liable to the exrent that it would be if the member were a servant or 
agent of the Board. 

7. The Board shall pay to each member of the Board in
respect of his office as such, such, if amy remuneration and allowances 
as the Minister may detJermine, and to the Chairman and to the Deputy 
Chairman, in respect of his office as suoh, such, if any, remuneration 
and allowances (in addition to any remuneration or allowances to which 
he may be entitled in respect of his office as a member) as may be so 
determined. 
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

It is considered essential to establish a T•imber Export Board re­
sponsible for the export of timber from Guyana as a result of tihe ex­

pansion of the timber industry to meet the needs of the export trade in 
timber and its substantial contribution to the country's economy. 

The Bill makes p,rovisiion in clause 3 for the esta;bLishmenit: and con­
st�tuti:on of the Guyana Timber Export Board and clause 4 speoifies the 
functions of the Board. It is envisaged that there will be a system where­
by producers of timber .wiJI be registered by the Board and w.i!ll be 
allocated orders fur the supply of timber for export by the Board which 
will be the sole exporter of timber. 

(Bill No. 5/1973) 
(CMF: 6/25/1) 

H. 0. JACK,
Minister of Mines and Forests. 
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