N IERE

. EINAL ACT OF THE INTERMATIONAL, CONFERRNCE
i OF BAUXTTE PROGUCING COUNTRIES

I

An international conference of bauxite productng obuntries was held iw
Conakry from 5-8 March 1974 at the invitation of the Repgblic,bf”Guinq'o

The conference met to consider a draft agreement for the establishment of
an International Bauxite Associatfon to further the interests of bauxite pro-
ducing‘coqqtrigsgﬂ The, conference was convened at Ministzrial level, and was
preceded by a meeting éf‘offf§iélstfrom 3gh March-_

The following countries were represented:
Australia .
Guinea
Guyana
Jameica
Sferra Leone
Sur inam

Yugos lavia

At the invitation of the Cuinezcan Government the following countries sent
observers to the conference:
Algeria
Camer oon
Ghana -
C-Matd

An invitéfion was also sent to Indonesia but it was unable to attend.

' The Leader ofrfﬁe Gufﬁegn'delegation, the Minister of Mines and Geology,
'‘HeEe Mohamed Lamine Toure, was ‘elected President of the conference.

Delegations agreaed on the text of an ~greement estab1ishing the International
Bauxfte /issociation which reads as follows:-

Agreement
Establishing the Ig;er-national
Bauxite Association

The Contracting Parties,

Conscious of the importance of Bauxite and its products to the world econamy
in gencral and to their own natfonal economies in particular;

A

, zAnxfpus to- promote the orderly and ratfonal managemgn;; fncluding the
mining, processing and marketing of the bauxite resources of producing countries

Mindful of the need to involve their own nationals more directly in such
management ;

Recognising the power and influcnce of multinational corporations in the
pleitation and processing of bauxite and the marketing of {its Pdeﬂﬁ&Jii_
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Convinced that increased cooperation and concerted action on the part of
bauxite producing countries will contribute to the maximization of economic and
social benefits accruing to their peoples :from the exploitation of th=ir bauxite
resources;

Conscious further of the need to safeguard their permanent sovereianty over
their natural rescurces;

Have agreed as follows:
ARTICLE I
ESTABLISHMEGT

The Inter-naticnal bauxite Association (Internatfbnal Association of flauxite

Producing Countries) (hercinafter referred to as ''the nssociation' is hereby
established,

ARTICLE I1I
Membership

1e Membership of the Association shall be open to:
(a) 1) Australia

ii) Guineca

1ii) Guyana

iv) Jamaica
v) Surinam

vi) Sierre Leone

vif) Yugoslavia

(b) Any other bauxite producing country which in the opinion of the
Council of Ministers is able and willing to exercise the rights and assume
the obligations of membership arising under this Agreement,

2, Countries listed in paragraph 1(a) of this Article which sign this
Agreement in accordance with Article XX, and ratify it in acccrdance with
Article XXL, shaill become members of the Association,

ARTICLE III
Objectives

The objectives of the Association ares=

(a) to promote the orderly and rational development of the bauxite industryj

(b) to secure for member countries fair and raasonable returns from the
exploitation, processing and marketing of bauxite and its products for
the economic and social development of their'peoples bearing in mind
the recoepgnised interests of consumers;

(c) generally to safeguard the in-erests of member countries in relation
to the bauxite industry.



a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

3e
ARTICLE 1V

Obligatiens of Member Countries

In furtherance of these objectives member ccuntries shall:
exchange information concerning all asjects cf the exploitation, processing,
marketing and use of bauxite and its derivatives;

endeavour to harmonise their decisions and policies relating tc the exploration,
mining, processing and mar!:ieting of bauxite, alumina and aluminium, bearing
in mind the nead tc ensure that

1) member countries enjoy reascnable returns from their productionj
1) the consumers of these commodities are adequately supplied at
reasonable prices

take action aimed at Securing maximum national ownership of and effective
national control over the exploitation of this natural rescurce within
their territories and to support as far as possible any such action on
the part of member countries;

endeavour to ensure that opzrations or projected operations by multinational
corporations in the bauxite industry of one member country shall not be
used to damage the interests of othcr member countries;

conduct jointly such research as mav be deemed appropriate in their mutual
interest;

explore the possibilities of joint or group purchasing of materials and
equipment and of providing common services to member countries in their
mutual interest,

ARTICLE V
General underaking as to implementztion

Member countries shall taks all appropriate measures to ensure that

obligations arising out of this Agreement are carried out and to facilitate

the achievement of the objectives cf the Association.

ARTICLE V1
Organs

The following shall be the%rgans of the Associations
(a) The Council of Ministers
(b) The Executive Hoard
{c) The Secretariat
ARTICLE VIl
Composition of the Council of Ministers

The Council of Ministers shall be composed of Ministers of memcer countries,

Each member country shall be entitled to designate a Minister as its representative
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A:TICLE VIII

Functions of the Council of Ministers
le The touncil of Ministers $all be thc supreme organ of the Association,

2 Tha Council of Ministers shall

a) determine the policy of the Association;

b) approve the budget of the ~ssociation;

c) consider and determinz applications for membership
of the Association;

d) appoint the Secretary-General of the Association;

e) consider and determine disputes among member countrics
concerning the internretation and application of the Agreemant;

f) subject to the relevant provisions of Article IX approve its
own rules of procedure and those of the Executive board;

g) rdetermine the internatienal erganisations with which the
Association may be asscciated or affiliated in the performance
of its functions;

h) perform zny other function which may from time to time be entrusted

to it by agreemcnt of mamber countries,

ARTICLE IX
Procedures ¢i tiwe Council of Ministers

1e The Council of Ministers shall meet in ordinary session once in every
calender year, and, when circumstcnces so reguire, in extrzordinary
session at the reguest of not less than two member countries. Sessions
of the Council of Ministers shall ke held ordinarily at the Headquarters
of tha Association, but a session may be held in the territory of any
member ccuntry if the Council of Hinisters so decides,

2, Each member of the Council of Ministers shall have one votes Subject

to the provisions of paragraph 4, the Council cf Ministers shall make
decisions by an affirmative vote of all its mumbers and such decisions

shall have binding forcee

3« Recommcndations of tha Council ef ilinisters shall ke made by the
affirmative vote of a two=thirds majority of all its memberss A recommendation
shall not have binding forc: but members shall use their best endeavours

to secure as far as possible compliance therewith,

L. Uecisions relating to the internzl oparations of the Associztion or any

of its org:ns shall be taken by 2 simple majority of the memberse

ARTICLE X
Composition of the Executive Board

1, The Executive lo=rd shall ccnsist of representatives of member countrie

Each mamber country shall be entitled to designate two representatives on

Executive So-~rd.

5/’0.
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2. Each member country may designate in addition, alternates to the
representatives who may attend meetings of the Executive Board in place of the
representatives,

ARTICLE XI

Functions of'the Executive Board

1¢ The Executive Board shall, subject to the general direction of the
Council of Ministers, take al 1 appropriate measures for the achicvement of the
objectivesof the present fgreement, In particular, it shall:

a) examine proposals for action and coordinate the activities
of member countries;

b) give preliminary consideration to matters proposed by a member
country for the consideration of the Council of Ministers and
make recommendations thereon to the Council of Ministers;

c) examine the budget of the Association for submissfon to the
Council of Ministers, and supervise the activities of the

Secretariat;

d) approve the administrative and financial regulations governing
the activities of the Association including the work of the
Secretariat,

2. Meetings of the Executive Board shall ordinarily be held at the
'Headquarters ¢f the Association and not less frequently than three times in
each calendar year, one meeting Heing always held immediately before the

ordinary session of the Council of Ministerse.
3¢ The Executive Board may:

a) propose to the member countries individual and collective measures
relating to the production and :rocessing of Bauxite, research,
joint venturcs and any other activities which mey be legitimately
carried on under the provisions of this Agreement;

b) determine the technical studies which the Secretariat shall
undertake; '

¢) establish such Committees as circumstances may require.
ARTICLE II

The Secretaridt

1« The Secretariat shall consist of the Secretary=General and such

administrative, research and other technical staff as may be required
for the discharre of its functions,

2+ The Secretary=General shall hold office for 3 years and shall be
eligible for re-appointment,

3¢ The Secretary«General shall organise the work of the Secretariat,
frect the steff and generally manage the affairs of the nssociation in

accordance with the policies laid down by the Council

directions of the Executive Box de
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Lo Without prejudice to the gererality of paragriaph 3 of this Article,

the Secretary-General shall immediately orgonise the collection of

information and the presentation of reports on demad for and supnly of

bauxite and hauxite products in %orld markets, on agreements and regulations
affecting the use of and markets for these products, on technological

advances in the transformation and utilization of bauxite and on cconomic

and technolocical developments affecting the bauxite and claminium. industries,
He shall take early steps also tq@nsure that an adequate compleirent of
research and other technical staff becomes available for the work of the

Associatione

5, Members of tha staff of the fecreotariat, except stuff engaged in a
temporary or consultative capacity, shall be nationals of a member country,
Senior administrative and technical staff shall be appointed Ly the
Exacutive i3oard on the recommendation of the Secretary-General. In the
appointmant of such staff the ixecutive board shall endeaveur to secure

the widest possible representation of nationals «f member countries which
is consistent with efficiency, In the discharge cf their duties the
Secretary=-Gencral and staff of the Secretariat shall not seck cr receive
instructions from any member couniry or from any authority external to the

Association.

6. The Secretariat shall grovide such services as are required for meetings
of the Council of Ministers and the Executive oard and shall generally
assist the “ouncil of Ministers ani the kxecutive Loard in the implementation

of the provisions of this Agreement.

7. Each member couniry of the Association undertakes to respect the
international character of the duties of the Secratory-General and the

staff and not to seek to influence them in the discharge of their duties,

__ARTICLE XIII

Official languages
The official languages of the fissociation shal 1 be French and English,

ARTICLE XIV

Headquarters & Offices

The Headquarters of the fssociation shall be established in Kingston,
Jamaica. #/n office of the Secrctariat may also be established in any uther
country with the approval of tha Executive Board and the consent of the Council
of Ministers,

QBTICLE XV
Legal Capacity

The /issociation shall have in the territory of sach member country, such
tegal capacity as may be necessary for the exercise of its functions under

Agrecment . -In ag&élegal procecedings the /issociation shall be represented by the
SecretarysGeneral,

7/9..
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ARTICLE XVI
Privilagse and Immunities
1. Ths privilages and immunities to ba racognised and granted by member
countries in connection with tha nssociation shall .¢ set out in a2 i'rotocol

to this iigreement,

2. The Association shall conclude with the Government of the me:mber country
in which its tizadquarters or any branch of the Jecrctariat is situated an
agreement relating to the ;rivileges and immunities to be recognised and

granted in respect of the Secr=turiat and its staff,

ARTICLE XVII
Financial Year

The financial year of the Association shall be the calender year,

ARTICLE AVIII

Sudget

1. The expenses of the Associztion shall b met by contributions from
mamber countries,
2, before the beginning of zach financial year, 2 burdget of the proposed
expenditure and revcnue of the /sccciation for the yesar shall be prepared
by the Secrctary-General, examinad by the ixecutive Board and submitted
for thke approval of the Council of Ministers. The budget for each year
shall be submitted to the Council of tinisters in time to h= aparovad not
later than the 30th icovember in the proc.ding ycare
3. ‘ihere nccessary a supploermntary budoet mey also be submitted for the
approval of tne Council of Ministers after the beginning of the financial
years.
he Member countries mav make advances to the Yecretariat of funds to meet
the exncnses of the Associati.n until contributicns to the budget are received,

PRTICLE XIX

Contributions

1. #innual contributions towerds the expenses of the Association shall be
gaid by sach member ccuntry on a basis to be determined by the Council of
Minicters, Coniributions shall be :aid in freely convertilile currencies

in such instalm:nts as the vecrutary-Gi:neral may cecide with the g proval of

“the Council of Ministers, 8/...



8.
2, The representative of a country whose contributions are in arears by
more than six months shall not he entitled to vote in meetings of the
Lxecutive Board while the payments remain in arrears.
3¢ s soon as nossible after the close of the financial year, but not
lat«r than sixty days thereafter, an audited statement of receipts and
expenditure in respact of thnt vear shall be prepared by the Sceratary-

Sencral and subkmitted tc the Lxecutive Joard,

ARTICLE XX

Sigrature

This agreeément shall remain open at Conakry for signature by the duly
accredited reprasentctives of the countries listed in paragraph 1(a) of
Article II of this Agreement,

ARTICLE XXI
Ratification

Thz ~greement and any amendment theretc shall be subject to ratification
or ‘approvale Instruments of r-tification or notification of asproval shall be
deposited with the Govermment ¢f Jamaica which shall transmit certifi«d copies

to each m~mher country.

ARTICLE XXII

Entry into Force
This ~greement shall enter intc force when the last instrument of
ratificztion or notification of approval has heen deposited with the Governm:nt
cf Jamaica in accordance with ~Article XXI by the countries listed in paragraph

1{a) of Article II of this Agreement,

ARTICLE XXIII

FAccession
1. Any bauxite producing country may apply to the Council of Ministers
to become a member of the Association and may if the Council of Ministers
so decides be admitted to membersinip in accordance with paracraph 2 of this

Article,

2, Hidmission to membership shall be upon such terms and conditions as the
Council of Ninisters may decides It shall take effect from the date on
which an appropriate instrument of accession is deposited with the Governw
mz2nt of Jamaica,

©/eee



ARTICLE XXIV

The Council of Hinisters may by the affirmative vote of al 1 its members
recommznd to member cointries the amendment of this Agreement. ANy such amendment
shall enter into force thirty days after the date on which the last instrument of
ratification or notification of approvel is deposited with the Governm:nt of

Jameicae,

ARTICLE XXV
Registrztion
This Agreement and any amendments thereto shall be registered with the
United Kations.

ARTICLE XXVI

Withdrawal
1« Any member country may with:draw. from the Associatione W“ritten notice
of the intention to withdraw shall bc addressed by the member country to the
Secretary~Gencral who shall immediately cemmunicate this notice to the other
perties to this Agreement, Unless this notice is revoked cr modified the
the withdrawal shall take effect 12 months after the date on which the

. notice was received by the Secrztary-General.

2¢ A member country which withdraws from the Association undertakes to
honour any financial okligations assumed during its membership of the

Associatione

ARTICLE XXVII

Termination
This /igreement may be terminatcd by the affirmative vote of all members
of the Council of Ministers,

ARTICLE XAVIII

depository
The original of this Agreement, of which the English and Frz:nch texts are
equally authoritative shall be ceposited with the Government of Jomaica which

shall transmit cartified copies thereof to each signatory and acceding Govermmant,
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In witness whereof the undersigned being duly authorised to this effect
by their respertive Gecvernments heve signed the present Agreement on the dates

opposite their respective signatures,

For Australia eesssscccscnsescses cesscsosenssee
For Guinea s000cccssensssssesee esessessvccses
For Guyana ececccessscsccssccne ecvscscsccarse
For Jamaica ss00escesesssscssse eetesssssonsee
For Sierre Leone seeceeccsecesssce oo eceseceveccsce
For Surinam ecccevscssscsccssse sseceessvecens
For Yucoslavi@ sescccecesccssscsscs ecscsessscssse

The Conference adopted the following resclutions:
A

The Conference

Having recoqgnised the importunce of cooperation between bauxite producing

countriss,

Taking into account the need to facilitate coo::-ation between these

countries in thie intarests of improving the economic and social development
of their peoples,

Convinced that an International vauxite Association would make a valuahtle
contribution to the achi=vement of cooperzticn, the promotion of orderly and
rational development of the bauxite industry, the securing cf roasonable returns
for bauxite and its precucts and would safecusrd the interests of m&ﬁter countries,

fiesolves that the figreement to estel:lish the Intarnational Lauxite

f’ssociation Lc submitted to Governmznts for their early approval,

The Conference

Recocnising that its work has been materially assisted by the report of the
Of ficinis who met in Lelgrade from 29 October to 2 Hovember 1973 end pripared a
draft agreement.

Records its appreciation of the preparatory work done by this Groype
K2

11/ce0



C.
The Conxference
Corsidurine the importanc:e of having all significant and potentially
significant bauxite preducine ccuntries aware of the establishment of the
Association,
kgrees that participating countrics may pass copies of the ..greement to
those producing countries which they censider watld have a proper interest in
the Internctional Vauxite .issociitione
D.
The Conference
Recognising the valuable assistance provided by the Guinean Governm:nt and
the contribution which this has made to tle succes§6f the conference,
Records its deen appreciation for the efforts made by the Govarmincnt of
the Republic of Guinca to facilitiate the success of the Confersnce,
ITI
In Yitness vhereof the Jelegates have signed this Final Act.
Cone at Conakry on the eighth day of Merch Gne Thousand iiine iundred and
Seventy=four in one criginal in the “nelish «nd french languages which shall be
deposited with the Government of the Republic of Guinea, and a certified copy of

whici: shall be delivered tc the Delegates having participated in the conferance,

For Australia eecseesecsssces escsscecsces
For Guinea eeccc000c0s0c00 ececscccssee
For Guyana ececcsoes ccssco ecessscocesos
For Jamcica ecescscccesecss eecccscsscsse
For Sierra Leone .iececceccecess 0cecccvescses
For Surinam eccesecsccscsse ececcccasscee

For YUgOSIi’Via 0ec0c00000000000 ©eccecocccoce
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