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B4R EFDSD 31st DEICEMBIEIR, 1958,

PART T -  TNTRCDUCTION

The year 1758 marked the tenth amniversary of
the establishment of the Co~opsrstive Dexartment in
British Culena, It has been the policy of the denartment
to emrhesise thirift as the bzsis of the Co~operative
Movement and to establish societies where the nesd axists
#nd where the people ares willine to manage trem writh the
assistance of the staff of the denartment,

The nrinciral functions of the department zvre -

(a) To mnceourape znd develon the Co-opsrative
Movement on the secundest 1ines.

(h) To survev the nead for co-operative socie-
ties and to orranise =nd re~ister them.

(¢) To facilitate the formetion of societies
7y the provision of suitable model rules
or hy-laws and to devise systems of
accomting snitable to each type of society,

(d) To =2ssist and advise thre societiss in their
orerations, menecement and accountine,

(e) To inspect ragzularly tha books and racords
af zocinties #nd to audit thar anrnually.

(f) To tresir voluntary leaders and provigde
~oneral =ducation in co-onerative activities,

(g) Tn settle “isputes touchine the “usiness of
the =ocieties in accorderce with the lawr 2znd

(h) To 1liouidate the societies when nacessary.
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Tt is perhaps fittinge to re-stzte ~fter ten
vears of work in the Tield that the snds of Co-opsration
are =zconomic rather than socisz1l. Section % of the Zo-
onerative Socisties Ordinance, Chap. 26 defines a co-
operativs society as one which "has as its objects the
promotion of the economic interests of 1its members in
accordsnce with con-operstive principles." In this
connectinon the rresent =ttechment of the department to
tre Ministry of Trade & Industry is mors in keeping
with its functions 2nd is in line with othser territories
where the ministerial system is in vogve. The Aerart-
ment was previously attached to ths former Ministry of
Local Covernment and Social Welfare.

The reinfsll recorded in 195€ was 61,83 inchss
as compared itk 59,19 inches in 1957. The country
nevertheless nroduced 100,519 tons of padi in 1258 valued
st $182,275 (LR7,274) as compared with 57,500 velued at
£103,040 (£21,069) in 1957. The 1958 figure wss a racord,

The pracarious financial condition in which many
arricultural thrift and credit societies were left =5 a
result of the drouscht axperienced in 1957 was ruch improved
by the favourable rice harvest of 1956, Farmers wera faced
writh the problem of hevins to repszy sdvances for two years
out of a single crop snd their efforts in this respsect has
been commendable.

There were wore indicetions during the year that
co-operative socleties would rlay zn important role in
the developmant of new arriculturel lands.

Following upon the deoclsion of the susar estates
to create stabilised labour forcas, meny sugar workers
found themselves without reinful occupation. Thre= =states
mede ~vailable to 2 number of rstrenched -rorkers a total
of 1,21 =scres of land for sgricultural purroses.

L Pice Committee was appointad hy His ®xcellency
the Governor, Sir Fatrick Renison, Y.C.VM.G., during the
previous vear to make recommendations for incressing the
future efficiency of the rice industry. The committee met
during the vear under the chalrmanship of His %xcellency
tlhe Covernor and at 31st December, its work hird been
concluded Hut its rerort hsd not yet been published. Tt
was expected that the committee!s racommendations would have
some bearing on the work of grriculturzl thrift and credit
sdcieties, the mejority of ~hich were concarned with the
rice industry,

Moderate prograess waes made in the mschanisation of
small farms Lv co-operative action; this asract of develop-
ment was still however at ths stage of =xperiment,



During the year, the numerical insdequacy of
the staff to cope withi the demands of e constantly
growing movement was clearly demonstrated. Full attention
could not be given to sducational work which is so
essentisl to 2 sound movement.

Towards the end of the year, the indications
were that the position would worsen rather than imnrove,
and it mey be necessary in the not too distant future
to epply some measure of control slight though it may be
to the foPmation of new societies. Some directions in
which the Co-operative Movement could possibly develop
were still not fully exrlored. Special reference must
be made to the marketing and the processing of agri-
cultural crops.

PART II - _C3VERAL PROGRESS

The year has been one of continued wnrogress.
At 31st December, 1957, tiere were 538 registered societies
end the figures at the end of this year showed s net
increase of 11. The number of new societies registered
wes 28 but the registration of 17 was cancelled. Of the
542 socisties on the register =t the end of the year,
547 were rrimary and 2 secondary. Total membership
increased by 4,253 to 36,910 and total shere capital by
$140,279 (£29,225) to aprroximately 4784,435 (£163,424),
The Reserve Fund at 31st December, 1058, stood at
$32,664 (£6,805) =s compared with $22,03L (£h,590) at
the end of 1957.

The main activity of the co-operative societies
continued to be in the fisld of agricultural credit where
substantisl prosress was recorded. They are working
consciously towards the stage where they would own a
substantial part of the funds required for meeting the
credit needs of th2ir members. Share cepital increesed
by $35,631 (£7,423) to *4222,088 (£u6,268),

Efforts to further develop co-operativs
marketing in the MWorth West end Pomeroon districts were
moderately successful; this wess partly due to a high
degree of collaboration between the Government Marketing
Division of the Department of Agriculture and the staff
of this department. The marketing society at Mabaruma
increased its slaes as well as the variety of the rroduce
handled over the 1957 figures. The society which are the
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agents of the Government Marketing Division also bece=me
the shipping s2rents of the Transport and Harbours Depart-
ment, In the Pomeroon =n experiment ==s begun with the
marlceting of coffee; in this instance the Government
¥arlketing Division became the 2rent of thz society which
made small shirments of coffee to Holland.

The development of consumer co-operative
societies resceived = set-back with the publication of an
order for the caneellation of the registration of the
Police Consumers! Co-operztive Society Ltd. which k-d
gained the admiration of many Gulenese. Thils was
preceded by the cessation of the trading operations of
a number of corisumer societies orgsnised among ths
workers of sugar estates. There is now strong =vidence
to suprort the view that the knowledee reauvired for the
svccessful menagement of consumer societies must have as
its foundation previous sxperience geined from other
forms of co-operstive activity.

Lack of edequate staff and the sbsence of
trensportation facilities, curteiled the development
of co-operatives in the Berbice Riv=zr and hampared the
supervision of the existineg societiss; it can only be
toped that this situstion would not continue for much
longer.,

The following tahle shows the progress of the
Movement over the two five-year neriods beginning -rith
the establistment of the depertment in 17°4LE.

B L}

Year Vumber of Pumber of Savings, Shares Raserve
Societies Members and/or Deposits Fund
% $
10L8 12 756 2,049 | il
(LA1L)
1053 250 £ L8l 107,260 7,087
(£30,013) . (£1,L76)
b 1058 sbeo 36,040 784,435 32,664
! - (£1€3,074) (£6,005)




The foilowing table shows by counties, the rrimary
co-operative societies in existence at 31st December, 1958,
with their membership, savings, she

and reserve funds,

FRIVARY CO-OFERATIVE SOCITTIES - 195€.

g

TAZLE IT

res and/or deposits

ype of Q. OF SOCIETIES Membership | Savinss, Reserve
Society Berbice |Demerara |Zssequibo} Total N Shares and/ Fund
or Derosits
$ $

avings 7 L 24 14 45 1,456 13,053 333
' (£2,719) (£69)

hrift 31 59 13 103 24753 173,303 3,641

ocieties (£36,105) (£759) {

chool Le 60 25 133 13,363 . 93,022 435
Thrift (£19,379) (£91)
hrift & 59 gan 28 151 11,82k 222,008 11,242
Credit (£46,268) (£2,341)
Jonsumers iy g, G, 21 3,010 &7, 583 2,507
(£18,2L6) (£1,981)

‘roducer/ 1 11 12 37 1,470 35,274 6,691
farketing (£7,349) (£1,392)
,and Tease/ 13 5 5 23 1,673 116,052 86
.and Purchasg " (£24,177) (£18)
Parm 1 o b . e 378 1,908 194
Supply (£397) (£40)
7ishermen 3 7 3 13 368 3,267 83
(£€26) (£17)

[ransport - il i. 2 33 L,731 Ls52
' (7988) (£94)
iousing - P - [ 285 2,518 -
(£5,773) L
Ceneral & 1 e 2 397 oLL .
Purpose (£197) Nil
784,435 32,664
) I Z ’

. TOTAL 194 245 108 547 36,910 (£163 121 (26 205)
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PART IIT -« '~ . OENTRAL FINANCE

he B.G. Credit Corporation continued to provide
agricultural credit to co-operative societies registered
unfer the Co-operative Societies Ordinance, Chap. 326
hereby fulfilling the principal need which should bhe
served by a Central Bank for Co-operatives.

During the year under review the sum of
$4l1,010 (£91,961) was advenced by the Corporation to
co-operative sccieties and o7 this amount the sum of
$380,135 (£79,195) was loaned on short term exclusively
for agricultural purposes.

ZART IV FRIMA RY _SOCIETES

‘Savings Societiss:

The principal object of a savings socliety is
to zccumulate funds for future use in some productive
venture. The reg.stratior of 3 socileties was cancelled
thereby reducing the number to 45,

At the end of the year, the L5 societies had
a combined membership of 1,456 and savings. totalling:

$13,053 (£2,719).

Thrift Societies:

The number of sncieties was reduced by 6 to
103. Membership in these societies was 2,753 and
ordinary and speczial savings increased by $16,932
(£3,528) to approximately $173,303 (£36,105). These
socleties are designed to meet the nezds of rezular
salary and wag2 e-riaers and the majority of them were
organised in urhan areas or among schcol tsachers,
They emphesice the value of thrift but also srant loans
on reasonable terms. At ths Doginnine of the year,
loans outstanding to-2lled $756,160 (£15,867). During
the year, loans grintad totalled 339,637 (£18,716) and
repayments were 472,171 {£15,C36), At 31st December,

493,826 (£19,547) was outstanding of which approx-

imately $14,221 (£2,963) was overdue.
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The following table shows the financial
position of the thrift societies for the yesr 1958 as
compasred with 1957.

LT

TADLE

TERIFT SOCINTIES

N
by
oy

Year' ({No. of |No. oft Shares and/| Deposits & | Loans loans: Balance
Socie~ femberd or Ordinary} or Special | Granted Repaid Outstanding
ties . Savings Sevings
$ $ $ ¢ $
1958 103 2,753 166,067 - 74236 £2,837 72,171 23,826
(£34,597) | (£1,507) | (£18,716) | (£15,036) (£19,547)
1957 109 3,183 147,364 £,507 66,216 u5;pou 76,160
£30,701) (£1,772) | (£13,795) (£ 9,563)] (£15,867)

The city offers greatast scops for the develop-
ment of thrift societies and reasuests are always being
received for the formation of such societies in business

firms and government departments,

Thrift ¢ Credit Societies:

These societies are orgenised in toth urban and

rural districts.

The rural societies grant losns for

agricultural purposes and are vartly finasnced by the 3.3,
At the 31st Decerber, 1258, there
were 101 rural and 50 urban societies, a total of 151 as

Credit Corporation.

compared with 149 2t the end of 1257.

Membership

increased from 10,174 in 1957 to 11,824 in 1958 and
shares from $186,457 (£32,845) to $222,088 (£u6,268),

Deposits by members stood at %5,862 (£1,221),

Loans ocutstanding at the Beginning of the year

amounted to $533,129 (£111,069).
(£106,660) were granted during the year and $447,919

£93,316) was repaid.

Loans totalling $511,970

The amount outstanding st 31st

December, was approximately $597,180 (£124,413) of which
approximetely $1°1,082 (£37,725) was overdue, The sub-
stantisl increase in the asmount overdue is accountable to
the severe drought experienced during 1957, but it is
anticipated that when the 1958 harvest has been completely
processed and snld the position would show considerable

improvement,
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The following table shows by comparison the
rosition of thrift and cr=dit societies at the end of the
years 1955 to 1958,

TABLE TV

THRIFT AMD CREDIT SOCIHETIES

Year | Number | Members Shares Deposits | Loans Loans Balance
B Granted Repaid
¢ $ $ $ 4
1955 | w1 | e,be3 | 123,400 6,066 | ‘Li1,500 | 108,000 | 386,000
(£25,708) (£1,264) | (£91,979) | (£22,500) | (£€0,417)
1o 151‘ i 9,107 143,154 5,230 392,502 242,000 L84, 500:
(£29,824) (£1,090) | (££1,771) } (£50,417) {(£100,93€)
1957 | 19 {10,178 | 186,457 ¢,052" | w30,082 | se1ms0 | 533,120
\ (£38,8L5) (£1,261) | (£89,602) | (£79,471) [(£111,069)
1952 | 151 | 131,824 | 222,088 se62 | s11,970 | w0 | ose7,100
(£46,268) | (£1,221) ((£106,660) | (£93,316) |(£124;413)

Arrears of Frincipal amounted to $1€1,082
(£37,725) ~ 35.4% of the amount on loan at the end of 1°58,
Mo figures are available regsrding arrears of interest.

Asricultural Thrift @ Credit Societies;

The suitability of co-operstive thrift and cradit

societies as the system through which short term agricultural
cradit should be azdministered was considered at the Rice
Committee referred to on page 2 of this report and the

Committee agreed that the distribution of credit through

co-operative thrift and credit societies should be continued

and eitended in preference to other possible systems..

These societies functioned fairly efficiently over

the period under review and attracted 1,380 new members.,
During the 'year, 79 of these societies received $3€0,135

(£79,195) from the B,¢, Credit Corporation to assist members
with their cultivation.and reaping expenses.
crop was successful and this was mzinly responsible for the

The 1958 rice

satisfactory amount of $405,116 (284,399) being repaid to

31st December, 195€.

crop was still to be processed.

At this date, a =zood rortion of the
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The following ta%lse illustratzs the finenciel
position of the ssricultursl thrift and credit societies
in respect of the years 1955 to 1952,
IL3LE ¥
ACRICULTURAT, TERIFT. & CREDIT SOCIETIES
Tear i Yo. of | No. of ’ Share Devosits | Loans Toans Balance
Socs. | Members| Capital Aranted Raspaid Outstanding
i 8 $ ’ i A A
55 £ 50820 41,875 086 | 350,222 | 20,620 261,336
(£ ,72L) (£205) (£74,838) 1 (£4,296) (£58,412)
1956 oL 55525 50,741 1,286 256, 5hi 213,86L L2k, 016
(£12,L45) (1268) (774,280) | (£LU4,555) (£88,337)
1957 06 €,842 81,001 1,157 38L4,24¢ 353,182 L55,082
(£17,053) (£241) (££0, 05 ("73,580) (£94,8009)
1956 101 g,222 103,034 1,10m R M 405,116 430,101
(531,Q65); (f231) | (&£79,19 (284,399) (£89,604)
- . .. -

Pure line seed p=di wes, for thes first time
mede aveilable to fermers on a2 credit bassis by the
Department of Agriculturs and the co-operative thrift and

credit socizties were used as the madium.

Zilght thousand,

one hundred bags of se=d n~adi valued at approximately

$71,000 (£14,792) were distributed through the
Thrse societies issued promissory notes to the

sacieties,
Director of

Agriculture, thie paymsnt of which was cuaranteed by the

2.2, Credit Corporation:

The loan transesctions of the societizs with the
3,M, Credit Corporation mey be se2n from the following
trble and srarhicelly by the ohart shown on the folloving

peege -
TATLE VI
Tear Amount Borrowed Amount Reraid Balance at 3lst
Dacember
$ 8 $
1895 360,154 76,057 284, 097
(£75,082) , (£15,845) (£59,197)
t
1956 335,489 | 230,238 380,348
(949,894) i (£L7,0966) (£81,114)
1957 385,525 RTAT25 397,148
(£00,217) (£79,692) (£€2,739)
1258 380,135 405,116 372,167
(:279,195) (£84,399) (£77,535)
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Loans wers mesde tc sozieties by the Zorporation
Trom snmaclel funds rrovided ki the E.7., Rice Marketing '
Zoard to cncourage and assist fzrmers in nlanting e
larger than unsusl srring crop.

2

Vary fermers inciudins several outside of the
ususl sriing crop zones took =dvantages of this frecility

in which sreciel intersst was svinced on all sides. Ih
several districts, the crep fallaed owing to a shortage
of water =nd the coliaction of the loans becams 2 metter
of some difficulty. Since the farmers were encouraged
to borrow the money the usual urgency for mslking repay-
ment was not recosrisad. Many also rzr-rded the loans
as = form of subsidy from the 72,7, Rice Marketine Boerd,

Consumer Societies:

At 21st Decenbosr, these societies numbered
21 =s compared with 22 in 1957. Vembership was 3,010
and share capit=1 287,583 (£18,2L6), Salass by these
societies during the ysar asmountad to approximatsly
$334,258 (£69,535) 25 conparad with 431,046 (7133,655)
racorded in 1%57.

L continuad dvnarrerd trend in the «ffairs of
six sociesties notshlv tht Folice Consumers! Co-operstive
Society Ltd. rzsulted in tie cessation of the trading
operations durins the vezr. Thev becemz the victims of
ever-lurking en~misc - wncontrolled cradit such =s the
eranting of axtensive cridit, Tt was evident thet
inexperienced meneszmant wes also o contrloutlnp
factor. In the case of the Folice Consumers the rre-
cipitate sxpension of thsz society!s activities contrary
to the advice of the derartment »ut iz usiness well
out of their ability to menere and surcrvise, Craditors
became reslive over tho larce emounts oring to them and
it became doubtful whi=zther tha standard of managemant
would be =ble tn znsures tle +rrotection of their interests.
Liouidation was thzrciore the safest course to follow.

The five sociclties organised on sugar estates
a1lso ceased operations durines the ye:r and action
towards their licuidaticon was Leing considered. Despite
thz patient cducationsl work which preceded ths launch-
ing of the stores, they rroved too great a8 tesk for
th=ir inexperiencaed committess to mznace.

It is now h2ing rnarally sccepted thet
nsumer societies are dipflcult proposition under
c1rcurst3nc“~ rrevalline in thils country.

v
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Producer Marketing Societies:

These 2re divided into four categories viz:

Logging, Producer, Marleting and Machinery., At the end
of the year, there were 37 societies as compasred with
33 in 1957. Membership was 1,470 and share capital
$35,274 (£7,349).

The following are the perticulars in each

category:

Logzing Societies:

The number of these societies was reduced by
1 to 8, Seven operated in the Berbice River
District and one in the FPomeroon River, Essequibo,
Five logging societies produced logs and other
forest products to the value of $20,554 (&4,282)
on which royalty amounting to $1,990 (£415) was
paid. Two societies did no business. The society
in the Pomeroon River hired eguipment to its
menbers and earned $1,500 (£312) in fess from its
members. At 31st December, total membership was
153 and share capital 41,176 (=245).

For reasons previously mentioned the
department was unable to provide adeguate super-
vision to the socizties in the Berbice River.

Small logsers pley #n important part in the
production of timber but the marketing of logs
prasents much difficulty and hardship. Sawmillers
take full advantage of the fact that once the logs
reach: their mills loggers have no alternative but
to accept whatever prices the millers may offer,
especially since most loggers have to depend upon
them for their supplies. The societies in this
district can therafore be extremely useful in

-assisting logrers with the marketing of their
procucts. They however suffer from the dis-~
advantage of being scattered over a wide area
and from inexperienced leadership. The develop-
ment of co-operatives in the 3Berbice River
warrants ths attention of a whole-time Co-operstive
Officer whese time should be devoted to intensive
educational work and to assisting the societies
especially in the marketing of their produce.
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Froducer Socictics: ~.

There were eleven societies on the register at
31st December, 1258, and theilr activities consisted
of the cultivation of psdi and other food crops,
livestock rearing snd handicrafts, Membership was
198 and shares smovnted to $4,884 (£1,017), Three
new socisties functioned zmong &merindians in the
Forth West District. Their plans included the
leasing of crown lands for communal livestoclk
projects; two societies received financial
assistance under the Rural Lided Sslf-FEelp Schere
to eneble them to fence their holdings.

Marketing Societies:

The number of these societies on the rsgister
at 31st December, 1958, remzined at 9, Two socie-
ties did no business and one was organised late in

tie year. VNembership in 1958 was €53 and shares
$12,865 (£3,680).

Froduce to the value of $160,738 (£33,487)

was marketed by € societies - the Mahesicony
Froducers (Milk) $23,669 (£4,973); -the Rose Hall
Cane Farmers (Sugar Cesne) $65,000 (£13,542); the
Yorth West Farm Froduce (Citrus and sround provi-
sions) $56,294 (£11,853); the Moruka Froducers
(Coffee 2nd copra) $9,014 (£1,878); Beacon Poultry
Rearers (Sges) %681 (.0142; Fomeroon Farmers
(Coffee) $5,280 (£1,100),

Machinery Societies:

This type of society has besn given & separate
clessification s thore are indications that .
ssveral mere will ve organised for the purchase
of farm machinary. A number of farmers who
formerly cultivated too large en area with inade~ueate
means zre now convinced thet there sre meny advan-
tages in getting together in co-operatives for the
Joint ownership of farm machinsry., Four societies
praviously clsssifi=d ss producer societies are
now shown under this head.

During the year, five new socleties were
registered and received loans totalling ¢1€, 523
(£3,859) from ths 2.G. Credit Corporation to
assist them with the ~urchase of agricultural
machinery.
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Membership in ths 9 societizs 2t 31st
December, 1¢2€, stood at 166 =nd shar= caritsl
totalled ¢17,282 (£3,600). Reserve Fund was
4266 (£55).

The following tablz summarises th= position
at 31st December of thz Froducer/Mar¥eting Socisties
in respect of thair number, mambers, share cenital,
the value of produce handled and servicss performed.

TARLE VIT

e Talue of
) “Troduce handled
N ¥ 'T b naI = .'. , a3
Tvpe Number Members Share Cavital i S S,
nerformed.
- e ¢
Logging & 158 15196 20, 554
(€245) (£L,2082)
Producer 1dl 198 4,28y 1,290
(r1,017) (£2109)
Marketing 9 053 12,865 160,738
(£2,600) (£33,47)
Mzchinery 9 166 1%y2ae 10,478
((:3 5600) (’;“0!205)
36,208 193,260
rrt l ? ]
S N i (£7,542) (7£0,262)

Land lease and Tand Purchase Societies:

These societies sr= orgsnised s~mong nrersons
who are either 1l=ndless or whose land-holdings are

small 2nd un-2conomicsal.

They 2cnuire rossession of

~locks of land of verying sizes =ither by outright
rurchase or by lease from the zovernment or rrivate

persons,

The lend is invsriably new and overgrown
with forest; this nascsssitates conaidersble
praparation bafore it csn be made productiva and much
carital is tierefore recuired. The followling
problems prasent themselves to farmers orcanised

into co-operative lend socileties:-
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(a) the provision of effective drainage and
irrigation,

(b) the clearing of thke land,

(c) the rrovision of dems and bridges, and

(d) deciding what crops to nlent and preparing
for the sowing of the first crop.

The provision of facilities for drainage and irrigation
is =2 major problem for most societies since thkis involves
long, arduous toil during which time farmers can mrsintain
themselves end their fomilies only with great difficulty
and sacrifice.

The mossibility of receiving s loan to effect
this work is oftan remote since the lack of proper
security rastricts the credit field to the B.G, Cr=adit
Corporation. The Corporation itself is often unable to
find the sums required although some assistance has been
given in tha past.

In some cases the society is able to overcome
this difficulty in the second year by rapidly clearing
2 portion of the land and wlanting a crop on a risk basis

during the first year,

Land clearance is usually done by the farmers
but may sometimes require mschinery for stumping. If
however the society consists of rersons who h ve heen
able to put aside s»vings, a2 sm21ll tractor m=y be
acquired to assist. As tke lend is cleared cultivstion
takes place depanding upon tha availability of credit;
dams and bridees are constructed and water-control is
improved. After a few yesrs the work is accomplished
and the members have created somsthing of immense value
to themselves, At this voint the distribution of the
land mey be undertaken if desired by the members after
a qualified surveyor kas been sngeged. In every cese
where the course described shovse has not been followed,
the results hevs heen unsatisfactory =nd the operations
of the societies have becoms more complex.

From observations made of the existing land
societies it would appeadr that the dovelopment of new
lands by co-operative socizties hzsides beine cheaper
thian other means, affords rride of achievement and =
sense of ‘ownership to th=z farmer. The system is heaing
stndied with & view to recommending the ways in which
furthzr assistance mey be siven these societies,

) Somz svgar estates herva begun to rel=sass
portions of unwanted lends to sugar workers who heve
bzcome redundant =s a result of their r=cent decision
to stabilise their lszbour force. Three new societies
camz into beins in this way dvring 195€.



Tlaven nay societies were rsgistered durine the
year bringing thks numbsr to 22 as compared with 12 in
1957. Thz totsl membership stood at 1,673 and share
carital smounted to 2116,052 (£24,177) ns comperad -rith
$75,412 (£15,711) in 1957; “arosits amounted to $2,06€4
(£597). The ner sociaties sccurad possession of £,050
acres of land. The total of arahles 1land h2ald by the
"3 societies was 13,330 rcras at the 2nd of the year.

The =xisting societies msde satisfactory
pro~rass in 1958¢; @e¥cept in very few instances msmbers
cultivated their lends and obt=ined good crops; the
lands were constantly being improved.

The day to dsy management of the socisties
presented many new mroblems to thz committses who were
rradually overcoming them. The society 2t Hopetown,
“lest Coast Berbice acquired 1,000 scres of new lands by
outright rurchase and its members rasceived a good
autumn crop.

The new societies wers busily =2ngeged in
clearing and preparing their holdings.. The Macouba
Co-operative Land Society Ltd. which cultivated on a
communal basis wass spccilally successful having reaped =
good crop which enabled them to pay for their new
machinery and to empolder and drain e large portion of
treir land. The society served as a model for prospective
land groups in the Countw of Demerara.

Craftmen's Societiss:

The first societv of this tvpe was orgenised
during the year esmons Amerindians in the NMorth "Jest
District who produced household furniture mede from
nesbee and coopa obtein=d in nearby forests.

“omenl!s Societies:

The number-of soci=zties whose membership
consisted only of women remsined st 3. They were as
fnllows:

(1) “The Carnesies Co-op=arative Thrift Socisty
Ltd. orrenised among the staff cf the
Carnepie Trade School for Women.

(i1) The R.G. Furses' fssociation Co-operative
Thrift snd Credit Society Ltd. orgenised
smone nurses o-nd midwives in Georcetown.

(1ii) The Mackenzie Housewives Co-operztivas
Thrift Society Lid. organised among
housewives at Mackenzie City.

These sociesties did not differ in any respect
from others of thz same types and the fact thet their
members were all wom=an %~s.0f no—particular conseguence.
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QTE=R  SOCTIEITITS

Farm Supply Socisties:

At ?Ust Deacembesr, th=re wers ¢ regsistercd
socicties with a tot-1l membershir of 378 z2nd shares
amounting to $1,208 (£327); tha2v vrovided their members
with feeds and medicines for small stock 2nd medz salss
totalling $6,428 (£1,339).

Transyport Societies:

The numbar incressed from 1 to 2, The new
society was organisad in leguan for transporting members!
crops to Farika on the mainland coast and to Bartice
where a ready market is available. The combined member-
ship of ths societies was 33 and share capital *4,731
(£986). Fares received during the year totalled
£10,P26 (£2,255). '

Fishermen's Societies:

The number of these societiss increased hy 1 to 13.
Their membershin and shares were 388 and $3,967 (£026)
r=spectively, Threz of these societies msde salss to
members totalling $1€,566 (£3,668),

One society, the ®ast Canje Fishermen
Co-operative was swarded the contract in 15 to supply
fish to the movernmment institutions in New Amsterdam and
its environs,

HYousing Socicties:

~During the year one housing societyv ceme into
existence., This wes orgsnised among members of the R.G,
Civil Service Association., At 31st December, 1958, its
membership snd shars capital werzs 285 znd ¢32,510
(£6,773) resspectively; steps were being taken to
acquire 66,074 Snpglish acres of lend for development as
2 housings zrea, Th2 society has good prospects of
success,

feneral Purpose Societies:

4t 31st Decambar, 1056, the 9 socisties on the
rogister hes a membership of 337 =nd shares totalled *Qi44
(£197). The majority of these sociesties has as their
objects various forms of village bstterment »nd roceived
finsncial assistance “rom funds rrovided by fovernment
under the Rural Aided Self-Felp Scheme,
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School Thrift Socisties:

Thrift societies organised =mone school childran
increased hv 1 to 13?2 in 1952 and continued to show
satisfactory progress. Msmbershir increased from 11,324
to 13,303, Sevings amounted to 03,022 (£19,379) as compared
with $77,075 (£16,141) in 1957. Seven socisties were eng-gad
in projects such =s the bulk purchzse of school bnoks,
uniforms end other supplies. Tha objects of these societies
include the encouragement of thrift and the provision of
training in co-operztive principles, elementary book-keesring
and simple economics.

PART ¥V - SECONDARY SOCISTIES

The two secondary sociesties were the B.?. Co-
operative Union Ltd. and the B.G. Co-operative Credit
Union league Ltd.

The activities of the RB,%, Co-operative Union
Ltd. are mainly =ducationzl. Durine the year, the Minister
for Trade and Industry (including Co-operstives) gave
the first of & series of 24 weekly radio broadcasts which
des1lt with various aspacts of Co-operation =nd featured
the work of many socletizs. Considarabls interest was
created among co-op=zrators ss well es the ecanzral public.
The Union also assisted the derartment with sponsoring
three (3) trainine courses for persomnel of co-operative
societies and arranged ten (10) £ilm shows in verious
rurcl districts. Two issues of its officiel orsan "The
Co-operator" were published. 1In accordance ith 1ts amended
rles, socistics paid affiliation fees to the Uhion for the
first time in 1958; these fa2s amounted to $475 (0q),
The staff of the Union consisted of a secret-ry, - clerical
=essistant and two suvervisors, and it rsceives =n annual
subsidy of $10,000 (£2,084) fror the Govaernment. During
the year its membership increased from 248 to 284,

The Union approved of the organisation of
Co-oparstive Develomment Councils -rith =2 view to decen-
tralising its ectivities =nd to assist in cerrying out
its educational prorramme at district level. Two such
councils ware established during the ye=ar.

The B.(. Co-operative Credit Uhion Leagve Ltd.
orgesnised t» rromote Cr=dit Thions ~nd to foster their
interests, gained affilisztion with th= Crzdit Union Mational
Lssociation of the United Stztes of America and this enabled
members of affiliated societies to obtain loer insurance
and other facilities. At the 31st December, 1958, the
membership was 3.
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PART VT EDUCATION T CO*OPSRATIVE ACTIVITIES

The denartment hes pursued 2 rolicy of training
continuously as far as rssources rmermit and hes been
associated in this work with the Zritish Guiana Co-
operztive Union Ltd. whose modest contribution has been
apprrecisted.

Short courses heve besn orsanised in many
vlaces where groups of secretaries havs attended; woek-
end seminars heve 2lso been held, zlthough not often
enough, The neads of secrstaries are still not being
adequately met because there is no regular wrosranme.

It is my opinion thet the entire question of treining
hinges on the availability of a suvitehle officer who
should deal exclusively with this aspect of co-operative
development. There is no such officer in this depart-
ment, end recent efforts to increase the staff in order
to eneble such an eprointment have not besen successful,

To withdraw an officer from field duties is
not realistic in the present situstion, and a naw
avrointment to the staff of th=2 department seems to be
the only solution. This matter should be trested with
tlie greatest urcency esnecizlly in view of the limited
assistance which the British Guiana Co-operative Union
Ltd. will be abls to render for some time to come.

Covernment provides the sum of 42,000 (£417)
ennually to meet the éxpenses of training, but the
pre-occupation of the officers with their normal duties:
hes saverely limited training activities over the past
few years and a large portion of that emount hss lapsed
annually.

The Co-operative Department recognises the
responsibility to train members of societies, but in the
lizht of the foreroinz explanations has concentrated
whataver time and other resources were available on the
training of secretaries and committes members,

Staff Training: .

Mr. R.A, Dowden, Senior Co-operative Officar,
~ttended an I.C.A. observationel course in Puerto Rico
on agricultural co-operstives of one month's duration.
Mr. D,B. Shecherd, Co-operstive Officer left the colony
to attend the 1958/59 Course for Colonial Co-opsrative
Staff at the Co-operative College, Loughborough, Ir.
FP.U.B, Marls, “o-on=2rative Officer, returned to the
colony from a simil~r course in August. One new Co-0D-
erative Officer, Mr. J.C. Chin-a-Loy who was arcvointed
to the staff in September, 1058, rsceived rreliminary
training at Fead Office for » short meriod,
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Staff Confarences:

Four staff conferences were held during the
months of January, March, July and Decomber., The usual
helf-yearly conferences took rlace in January and July
when 2 comprehensive review of the work of the depzrt-
ment was made. The other confersnces were of one and two
deys! duration respectively end dealt with various
nroblsms relating to the operctions of 1-nd societies
end thrift »nd cradit societies,

Courses for Co-operative Socisties Fersonnel;

Tleven training courses were held for members
of societies in the thrzs counties of Demerara, Berbice
and Wssequibo at which instructions were given on the
nrinciples and prractices of co-operation, co-opasrativa
law, th2 duties of the committee and the keepine of
accounts and records, Cottage mezetings for members of
societies were zlso a~rranezd in some districts so thrt 2
better understanding of the functions and opsrations of
tlie socisties could be obtainad.

0

Film Shows ¢ Txhibitions:

Throush the courtesy of the U,S.I.,S. end the
n.I.S. films on Co-oparrtion were zarranged for the
members of school societiss in the %Bast Demerara area;
and for adult socisties in West Demerars and North West
Districts, The Union took part in an 8«day colony-tride
Exkibition end Falr in CGeorsestown sponsored by the League
of Coloured Peoples during October, and in a 3-day County
Txhibition sponsored by the TWssequibo Union of Local
Authorities at Suddie, ®ssequibo. At these exhibitions,
the products of several co-operative societies were
displayed =5 well 25 rosters and charts depicting the
Yovement's acitvities and proeress, Literature on
co-operatives was distributed t» many interested persons
who visited the Union's booth,

Interantional Co-operation Dav Celebrations:

The Innusl Internestional Co-operstion Day
celsbrations «ere held under the sus-~ices of the R.%,
Co-operative Union Ltd. at Nueen's College, (eorgetown, on
Saturday, 5th July, 1°5€. ‘pproximotely €00 parsons
attended the celebrations which were decleored open by Eis
Txcellency the Officer /fdministering the Covernment, tle
Fon, ¥.D. Jakeway, C.,1".G., 0.R.7,

The Hon, Brindley Renn, Minister for %duca~tion
snd Community Development sddressed the ¢-thering and
the guest spesker wes lr, John'Gale, 2.A,., Pritish
Council Representetive, ~Are-=tings »nd goodwill messages
were received from 32 ovarsees orranisations,
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FART VIT MISCELLAINEOTS

Staff:

Mr, J.I. Fraser, ¥.,C.C.S., tcting Commission=r
for Co-operative Development w-s armointed to be Commissioner
for Co-operstive Development in January.

Mr, C.R. Jarvis, Actine Dermuty Commission=r for
Co-operative Development rs =wnrointed to be Deputy
Commissioner for Co-operstive Devalopment in June,

Mr, C.H, Patrick, Acting Senior Co-oper-tive
Qfficer wes arpointed to be 2 Seninr Co-opsrative Officer
in Octcobher,

Mr. J.7. Chin-=2-loy w=as appointed to be a
Co~-operative Officer ~nd joined the staff in September.

Mr. R.£. Dowden, Senior Co-opsrative Officer,
left th= Colony on six months' vaca=tion leave on the 27th
June,

Mr, f.7.S. Luck, Inspector of Friendly Societies,
resignad to enter commerce in January ard wes raplacad by
Fr., MM, Moore of the fudit Depertment,

¥r, Z,R. Chung-ee, Accountant, Friendly
Socisties Movement went on vocatiorn in Fsbruary -nd
rasumed duty in September, -riile Miss R.G. Rowe,
Inspzctor of Frisndly Societiss leflt the colony in
Sertember for tre Thitad Finedom snd undertook » short
corurse of training durines her lesve,

A long-felt nsed wes met In September when a
branch office of the department wss opened at Vew
Amsterdam, Co-operators in Berbice welcomad this frcility
~hich afforded tham better contact with Co-opearative
Officers.,

Audit:

“ith the establishment of a separate audit
section of the depertment, work on the audits of co-
operative societies rroceeded s-tisf:ictorily and the

annual audits in respect of the yesr 1957 was
comnleted in May 1859,

7
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fudit and Supervision Fund:

With the completion of the audits in respect of
the years 1955 end 1956, societies were requested to
contribute to the Audit a2nd Supervision Fund. Contri-
butions totazlling $908 (£1€9) were received during the
year, end the following statement shows the position of
the Fund at 31st December:

Balence of Fund at 1,1.58 $2,291,17 (£u478)

Contributions received in respect
of 1955 and 1956 908,18 (£1£9)

$3,100,35 (&667)

Arbitretions:

Five hundred snd thirteen (513) disputes were
referred to erbitration during the year. Awards totzlling

$39,703 (£8,271) were made in respect of 399 disputes
involving overdue loans,

Registration ard Coricellation:

Tuenty-=ight (28) societies were rsgistered and
the registration.of seventeen (17) was cancelled during
the yeer under roview. The abovementioned socleties fell
into the following categories:

Tvpe Registration Cancellation
Savings 3
School Thrift 1

Thrift 6
Thrift & Credit 3 1
Consumers 1
Housing 1

Producer /¥arketing 10 6

ILand Lease ¢ Land

Furchase 11
Fishermen 1
Trenspart 1
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Departmental ®xpenditure:

The cost of the Co-operative Department to
government for 1958 wes as follows:

Personal Zmoluments $101,421 (£21,129)
Other Charges (Travelling and
Subsistence Allowances, etc.) 43,760 (£ 9,117)
Grant to the B.G., Co-operative
Union ILtd. 10,000. (£ 2,083)
$155,101 (£32,329)
PART VITIT - CONCTTISTON

Progress in the Movement during 1958 msy be
summarised as fonllows:

Increase in number of societies ik
Incrz=ase in membership of societies L,253
Incresse in Share Capitesl, Savings s $140,279
and Deposits (£29,225)
Increase in Reserves $10,630
(£2,214)

I attach herete Appendix I -~  Staff Fostines

Ifrpendix IT =~ PFinancial Position
of Societies as
at 31st December,

1957.

The work of the derartment continued smoothly
during the year and progress has been maintained. A co~-
operative society hes come to be rsgerded as an essential
service and its usefulness in the solution of common
problems are being rapidly appreciazted by a growing
section of the population, Among the 1list of benefits
accruing to this country from co-operstive activity must
be mentioned the experience and prectice ecauired by reasants
in managing thelr own affairs on a democratic basis.
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This is essential to the growth and development of
independence. The socleties have grown accustomed to
the greatest letitude in determining their internel
affairs and this has done much to increase their
confidence .and self-relisnce,

The department, over the rest ten years, has
enjoyed » high degree of fresdom subject to conditions
wirlch rrevail externally and this has been rsflected

in the setisfactory develorment of the Movement which has
so far taken place.

The staff have worked assiduously this year es
before =n3 heve contributed extra time and =n2rgy in the
furtherance of their duties. The considerable emount of
overtime work performed by them is perhaps not fully
rzelised a2t the wresent moment and it can onlv be hoped
that due recognition would bz given to their efforts in
the not too distant future. I pay tribute to their
loyal end vatient service. The fact th:t the Movement
is rrogressing slowly 1s ths best indication that its.
foundations 2re sound.

J, T. FRASER,

Commissioner for Co-operative Development,
British Guiana.

P



CO-0PERATIYE DEPRPARTIMENT

STAFF POSTINGS AT 31st DECEMBER, 1958,

Establishment Post Holder Postings Remarks
1 Cormissioner for J.I. Fraser Colony, British Suisna Appointed w,e.f. 5th Vovember, 1957,
Co-operative Development
1 Deruty Commissioner for C.R. Jarvis Colony, British fuiana Arrointed w.e.f. 5th Fovember, 1957.
Co-operative Development
3 Senior Co-operative R.A. Dowden Berbice Vacation leave from 27th June, 195¢,
Of ficers .0, Abrams Berbice
0.H. Patrick Demerara Apprinted w.e.f. 19th December, 1957.
L3 Co-operative Officers U.5. Marks Tast Demerara Returned from Study leave 17th July, 195&.
V.,F. Griffith Interior
D.E. Shepherd Bast Demerara Study leave from 4th September, 1958.
G.h. Hoyte Audits
V.F. Havnes Bsseauibo Islands
T, B. Franklin “est Demerara
D.A, Cameron Audits
C.A.L. Smith BEsseonibo Coast
¥.D, Noble Upper Rerbice
R.B. Stephenson Audits
K.M, “Alliams Lower Berbice
G.S. Yong West Berbice
J.C. Chin-a~Loy Central Demerara
| Schools Co-operative Miss 0.S. Grant Berbice
Officers Miss H.B, Devonish -Demerara
Miss T.B. Gaskin West Demerara & Vacation leave from 1&th April to
mast Wsseguibo 2nd November, 195€. :g
X'ty
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Tstablishment Post Holder Fostings Remarks
1 Accountant, Friendly C.R. Chung-'lee Colony, British Guiana Vacation leave from 12th February to
Societies 7th September, 1958.
L Inspectors of Friendly T.C. Walks Demerara and Berbice
Societies Miss W.G. Rowe Demerara and Essequibo Vacation and study leave from 15th
September, 1958
“T.fie October Demerara
.M, loore Demerara and Berbice
Clerical
Service
fle Chief Clerk M, V.A. Spencer Head Office
Al Class I Clerk G.BE.T. Moore Head Office
1 Class II Clerk M, Paltooram Head Office
1 Senior Clerical Assistant Miss M.E. Murray Head Office
6 Clerical Assistants Miss ®.F, Fung-0On Head Office Vacation leave from 30th December, 1056,

Other thean
Tixed

2

Messeneers

Tngineer

Poathand

N.B.

Miss n.R. Griffith
Miss M.V, Haynes
Miss L.¥, Harding
Yiss C.(;. Pompey
Miss U,F. C, Thomas

LAY« James
J.%. Baveghems

J. Rampersaud

®. Jocintho

Head Office
Head Office
fead Office
Head Office
Berbice Branch Office

Head Office
Head Office

Morth West District
Yorth West District

Four school teachers were seconded to assist in the
"development of Co-operatives.in Schools,

C\.‘)
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Statement Showing Financial Position of Co-operative Societies

as at 31lst December, 105 2

—

_— e A e

Type of Societies No, of | Member-| Ordinary Special Reserve Sundry Other et Total
Socie~ ship Savings or Savings or Fund Creditors Liabilities Surplus Liabilities
ties Shares Devosits
$ 3 4 3 $

Savings L& =310 15,275.50 il 71574489 Ls.4e 16,63 £2.63 606.1¢ 17,178.31
Thrift 109 2,839 142,178.36 11,365.88 1,967.51 1,f38.06 B85 E2 12,087,83 186,191.46
School Thrift 132 11,297 74,259 146 360, 12 121,19 305.29 283.82 3,359.30 ©1,489,78
Thrift & Credit 149 10,558 188,045,11 5,290.89 6,355,92 Lok, 536.23 * .16, 288 S 33,344,51 653,857,09
Consumers 22 ¥ i £5,578.45 367.35 8,670,23 192,146.73 * 8l4.051,81 12,664,00 353,478 .57
Froducer [Marketing 33 14266 26,990,96 1,297.75 3,045,.02 65,831.64 * 14,735.87 5,219,59 118,120,873
Land Lease/ ’

Land Purchase 12 og9 72,076 ,97 —— 168 Ll 51,220.72 % 21,169 .63 255,58 145,791.34
Farm Supply 9 Lo 1599 % 26,59 L8 27 1,050.86 2,858,96 eL6, 02 6,454,01
Fishermen 12 315 2,746 .74 1888 16.85 63.14 2,194.69 238.33 5,273.58
Tronsport Pl 23 L ,349,62 - — 1 8710 —— 1,722.69 7,943 .69
ffeneral Purpose 9 g 1% Log 12 s 13 e 622.75 ¥ 15, 220783 L2& L8 16,697.36

536 32,514 621,477.63 22,686,043 20,408.91 719,304,05 132,826,409 76,772.51 | 1,593,476.02
B.G. Co-operative

Union Ltd. il 281 — ——— 230427 1,641.64 3,010.58 565.58 6,048,07
B.G, Co-operative

Credit Union Ltd. 1 3 Ser == sy s = = =3

=i N3
* Includes Speeirl Reserves totalling $119,929.78 o



Statement Showing Financial Position of Co-operative Societies
as at 31st December, 1957,

ASSELIS
Tvpe of | Pixed Stock in Loans ~ Sundry Investments | Cash at Cash in Other Met Total !
Sncieties Assets Trade Debtors Bank Fand Assets Loss Assets
“ 2 $ ¢ & $ $ E $ $
Savings 360, 00 -—- — ol 450,00{ 15,835.14 383.14 131.98 15,28 170178 Y1
Thrift 157.72 08,19 01,227.79 1,876.99 ©,346,25 75,370.93 7,0473.24 630.89 9.46 186,191,146
School Thrift 11.39 123: 733 -— 56.15 —-— 70,0458,.85 1,574.99 188.41 6.66 £1,4890,7¢8
Thrift & Credit 25,726 ,98 17.44 | 525,892,9 19,970.34 13,525.21 Lo 643,96 16,262 .87 2,000, 02 811,34 653,657.09
Consumers £0,208,51 66,059,99 677.53 | 148,426.12 2,010.00 34,030,611 5,681,30 7,967,47 | 28,337.04 353,478.57
Producer/

Marketing 61,5178 061,50 1,339.97 12,348.,65 695,47 5,574, 58 ly,3L6 b1 219.54 ¥ 32, 11728 119,120,83
Land Lease/

Land Purchase 105,191.25 S 16,831.20 1,994,51 S 14,657.30 2,434,36 3,525.15 1,097.57 145,791 .34
Farm Supply 676,66 526, 05 P 1,119.32 S 1,415,42 100.82 2,L48,71 77403 6,454,001
Fishermen 2,078,93 205.36 1,017.61 £9.98 —— 799.30 75 9L 11.28 325.18 N s
Transport 7,603.70 . s i s - -—= 339.99 --- - 7,943,690
General Purpose 16,026,91 — — — e 190,11 174,91 5,43 o 16,697,36

279,639.53 68,061.86 | 636,993.03 | 185,864.83 26.,026,93 | 277,276.20 39,607,97 17,108,88 | 62,796.79 | 1,593,476.02
J
B.G. Co-operative |

Inion Ltd. 39¢€,06 o) P ) . ee5,18 23823 230 £50.67 19.12 — o= 6,0u8,07
RB.G. CO-operative
Credit TUnion Ltd. ey Ly =25 o e e =8 ey ., I Y

=%
Y
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ANNTUAL REP GR T, 195 8,
DEPARYMENDNT OF THE GOVERNMENT ANALYSZ ST,

CELAEEEEALEECEEEELANEEEEEEREEEQ

>

To the Honourable Minister,
. Ministry of Labour, Health and Housing.

, I have the honour to submit for the infomnation of
. His Excellency the Governor my report for the year 1958 on
the work of the Analyst Department.

INTRODUCTORY ¢ ‘

2e The number o: samples and exhibits undertaken for
analysis during the year amounted to L4y374. This was a
decrease of 3,515 on the previous year's total and was due
mainly to the problems of arrangerent encountered in carry-
ing out the analytical work of the department side by side
with the building programme in handes =

Se Az far as could be ascertained, this is the first
instance of a comprehensive overhaul of the building during
80 years of continuous occupation by the Goverr:nt Labora-
tory. Writing some 63 years ago, Sir John Harrison, Govern-
ment Analyst %1889—1926 ., exprr. 'sed himself with some finality
regarding the fitness of the accommodation by the following
brief note:- ’ '

"On the whole the staff did not suffer in health
to the same extent as in the previous year from the
insanite™y conditions unfortunately inseparable from
this laloratory."

By the mid-twentieth century the bui’l . ling and its premises
had, p2r se, become sufficient and most eloquent reasons for
reconstruction.

Lo Within the limits of the siting and frame-work of
the original building, recunovaticn and irprovement works in
1958 have made a great ~*ange in the ge: ral appearance of
the habitation and a be.ter arrangement of the sections of
the department nas been achieved. The programme is unfor-
tunately somewhiat behind schedule., When completed it should
improve materially the health conditions of the department
and the convenience c¢f the employees; and it is hoped that
the deficiencies will be rectified in 1959,

5e Negotiations were continued during the year to-
obtain long overdue senior staff and by year-end had reached
an advanced stage. The post of Senior fssistant Government
Analyst has becn wacant since 1954 and i5 oxpected 1o be
filled soon by an officer on secondment for three years from
Ceylon. Another post to be rilled soon is thet of Scientific
Officer of the Toxicology and Drugs Division. ™me candidate
was selected during the year for the award offpost-graduate



scholarship in Foods, Drugs and Waters and is expected to
leave the department some time in 1959 for training in the
United Kingdomoe

o Appendix A of this report gives the totals of
the various kinds or categories of samples examined while
Appendix B shows the total number of samples received from
each of the wvarious sourcese.

CRIMINOLOGICAL AND FORENSIC WORK,

Toxicological and Drug Analyses:

A}

Te A total of 167 exhibits were examined for drugs
and poisonse These Z+7acluded 139 exhibits in cases of
suspected poisons or noisoningy, 15 exhibits under the
Antibiotics and the Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinances, 12
exhibits in cases of suspected drugging and 1 exhibit in
a case of suspected criminal abcrtion.

8. The exhibits examined from 79 productions in
cases of suspected poisons or poisoning included:-

Viscera: 38
Stomach Contents: 33
Vomited Matter: 1
Duodenal Con* :nts: 1
Intestinal Contents: 2
Bones: 1
Foods: 13
Liquids: 28
Solids: 20
Clothing and Utensils: 2

Total: 139

The¢ poisons found included cresols 17, carbolic acid 1,
formaldehyde 8, cyanide 2, caustic soda 3., alcohol 7,
iodine 5, barbiturates 3, mercuric chloride 2, sulphuria
~ucid 22y hydrochlorie acid 3, acetic acid 1, nitric acid 1,
formic acid 1, arsenic '!i; oil of cheropodiun 1, mercuro-
chrome 2, potassium permanganate 1 ar’- aspirin 1. No
poison was found in L., exhibits. B

9. Of the 15 exhibits submitted in cases of sus-
pected breachics of the Antibiotics Ordinance or the Phar-
macy and Poisons Ordinance, one was found to contain
aurcomycin hydrochloride while three contained Part I
poisons. The 12 exhibits submitted in cases of suspected
druggirgyielded results as follows: two contained oil of
saving 1 contained Fersolate tablets and 9 contained no
drug. The drug found in the case of suspected criminal
abortion proved to be quinine dihydrochloride.

104 Exhidts for analysis for drugs and poilsons
were recelved from the following sources: -
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The Police Department: 109
The Public Hospital, Georgetown: 20
Inspectors of Pharmacies: nil
The Department of Lgriculture: 5
The Department of the Interior: 2
The Transport and Harbours
Department: 20
Private Sourccs: M
Total: 167
Road Accidents:
1. Twenty-two exhihits werc examined in relstion to
5 road accidents,
12, In one case the physical evidence was found to

conflict with the complaint of a cyclist that he was
travelling on a straight course close to the left parapet
of the roed when he was knocked down by a moving car. In
another case the owncr of & car contended that he was not
in his car when it bccame involved in an accident. 4n
examination of dusts obtained from his clothing revealed,
however, the prescncc of particles of glass like those
obtained from his broken wind-shizld and from the scene

of the accident.

13, i hit-and-run case of some interest involved the
examination of a car andabadly damaged bicyclc. The cyclist
had been thrown clcar of his cycle on to the porapet but was
not killed. Eye-witness reports tended to incriminate the
car which was rounded up on tre day following the accident.
There were many featurcs in thz physical evidence which
pointed to contact between the car and bicycle; on the other
hand, the naturc¢ of the damage to the bicycle and the sequence
of movements which had to occur could only be fully explained
if it could be proved that the bumper and radiator of the-car
had been replaced before the car was called in, but this
evidence was not found. The scicntific evidence contained
clements of usc to both sides, only by c¢ross—examination, and
it was not called by ecither side. In thce legal proceedings
which ensued, thc casc was contested only on the equally pur-
poseiul cye-witness testimony which each side found necessary
to producec, and a decision was awarded in favour of the de-
funce,

Fires:

1, Sixty-two exhibits were examined from 13 submissions
in the investigation of fircs. Inflammable matter was found
in 19 exhibits and legzal proceedings were instituted in two
cascés. The assistance of the Government Analyst in investiga-
ticns at the scencs of fires was scught in 5 cases,

Burclary, Larceny and Unlawful Pozsessions

15 A total of 182 extibits were examined in this
natogory of crimts. These involved the analysis of a varioed
assortment of substonces. In most cases the cnlyses were
required tc cstablish the identity of the articles as such

-

J
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or in relation to stocks from which they were suspected
to have been stolen. In other cases examinations were
required to ascertain the connection of suspects with
crime scenes or with stolen articles,

Fraud:

16, Examinations in this category relate to forged
currency notes, counterfeit coins, counterfeit Jewellcry
and forged documents. The perennial nature of the activi=-
ties in manufacturing these products may, perhaps, be due
to their "cottage industry'" statusy, a fact which no doubt
magnifies the difficulty of policing and makes constant
diffuse action a necessity. Ninety-eight exhibits were
examined in respect of suspected fraud.

17 Currency notes submitted amounted to bbb, of
which 23 came from the Police and 32 from the Commissioners
of Currency. Only 5 could be reported as genuine and having
no connection with the making of forged currency notes.
There were 22 actual :orged notes of which 17 were of the
$20 demonination, 3 of $10 and one each of $5 and {1,
Twenty-eight other notes,; consisting of four $1OO notes,
five $20 notes, fourteen $10 notcs, four ;5 notes and one
%1 note, although genuine, were found to have some relation
tomcking of forged notes., A further 24 exhibits consist=-
ing of apgliances and supplies were examined to establish
their connection with the crime of making forged currency
notese,

18, Eleven coins consisting of one 50 cent piece,
nine 25-cent pieces and one “{--cent piece were submitted
during the year. All were found to be counterfeit. Two
bangles sold as gold jewellery were found to be highly de-
ficient in gold. ©Six documents were submitted in cases of
suspeccted fraud involving alterations and simulation of age.

Mnrder and Dan: erous Use of Firearms:

19, Twenty—-two exhibits were ¢ camined in three cases
of suspected murder and two involving the dangerous use of
firearms. In one case of suspected murder the range of the
f=tal shot was detsrmined to investigate the possibility of
shooting in self-defence; 1in another the examination was
carricd out to inquire into the possibility of self-destruc-
tion by accident; in *e third the ga-ments of a deceased
person were examined to ascertain whether an attempt had
been made to destroy the corpse by fire. In the dangerous
shooting cases, one required the examination of five rifles
to discover the weapon from which the crime bullet was fired,
and thus the probable culprit who fired the shot, the other
required the examination of two portions of stems to decide
on two conflicting statements regarding the possibility of
homicide by shooting with a shot-gun,

Bush Rum:

20, Of 6L exhibits submitted by the Police, L7 were
found to be bush rum and 1 was a wash, No bu<» rum was
found in 15 cases and one was insufficient for analysise.
The number of cascs investigated was 53,
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Miscellaneous Crimes and Offences:

21, Fifty-eight exhibits were submitted in respect of
other crimes and offences. These consisted of 12 exhibits
in cases of malicious injury to personsy; 6 in cases of
identification of personsy; 5 in respect of an unnatural
offence, 11 under the Intoxicating Liquors Licensing Ordi-
nance, 11 under the Petrolcum Ordinance and 13 under the
Emergency Regulations.

REVENUE WORK:

224 Samples examined for the Customs and Excise De-
partment amounted to 2,i417. The nature of these samples
is shown hereunder:-

(a) For the Tax Ordinance:

Bay Rum 21
Beer 2
Bitters 1
Coleoured Rum 261
Cured Rum 1353
Denatured Alcohol 10
Lees 8
Limacol 5L
Malt Touic " 2
Sweets : 114
inctures 171
Vodka 2
Wines 18
Wines EChinese) L
Wines (Local) 57 2,078

(b) For the Customs Ordinance:

Fabrics )
Gasolene 1
Ghi 1
Undisclosed Solid 1
Tobacco _53 59

(c) For the Spirits Ordinance:

High Wines 2
Hydrometers 5
Rum 89 96

(d) For the Intoxicating
Liguors I.icensing

Ordinance:s

Beer 17

Rum 165

Stout 1

Whisky 1 18U

Tatals 2,17
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THE FOOD AND DRUGS ORDINANCE:

23, Unfortunately the Food Laboratory has been the
hardest-hit division of the department in the construction
and rearrangement programme of the year. A total of 693
samples were examined under the Ordinance and the closely
allied Coconut Products (Gontrol) Ordinance. The results
of these examinations are summarised hereunder:-

Numher of Number Number
Samples Number found reported
Article examined curdled below gs adul-
stans~ terated
dard
.
Milk 315 Lo 76 36
Butter 17 - - -
Deodorised Coconut

0il 189 - 6 6
Ghi L - L L
Phalkaghi 2 - - -

Larad 16 - - -
Locally-made Lard.

Substitute 80 - L L
Margarine 19 - - -
Coffee 50 - 7 7
Aerated Drinks 1 - - -
TOTAL: 693 Lo 97 57

The average proportion of sanples found to be below the
legal standards was 14.0%) while the average proportion
proven as having been adulterated was 8¢.2%. This 18 of
course an unsatisfactory picture in terms of generally
acceptable standards of food supply.

2lie A high proportion of milk samples taken from areas
separated from us by slow and difficult transportation arrive
in a curdled state. These samples have invariably escaped
the successful institution of legal proceedings and accounts
for the reluctance of sampling officers to submit milk
gsamples from such areas. Proposals have been put up for
dealing with certain areas where speed is necessary between
the time samples are collected and the commencement of
analysise

2b, The totals of samples submitted from various
sources under the two Ordinances were: -

Police: 350
Government Public Health: 226
City Public Health: 105
Vendors: 12

Total: 693



CONSULTING WORK:

26.

Samples examined for industrial and commercial

concerns included:-

27

Boiler Scale

Coconut 0il

Copra

Copra Meal

Diesel 0il

Fabrics

Fuel 0il

Gases from Ships

Hydrometers 1
Incrustation from utensil
Kerosene 0il

Liquid for identification

Milk

Molasses 1
Preserve
Rum, cured
Saliva
Soap
Vinegar
Viscera
Vodka

Wine

Water

gy
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Total: 228

Exominations carried out for various Government

Departments were associated with problems of the following

types: -

(a)
(D)«

(c)

(d)
(e)

()
(g)

(h)

Brecaches of contract specifications of supplies,

the suitability of various surface waters for use
in concrete-making,

the reason for the premature collapse of & con=
crete structurcy

the cause of damage to cargo,

the poisoning of cattle and the source of the
poison,

the potability of waters,

the prevailing contamination of insulators ex-
posed to sea-air, and

undiagnosed illnesses.

In addition, ninc complete specifications ot chomical
inventions were examined for patent purposes in respect of

vitamins,

explosive units, plastic articles, paper-pulp

manufacture and the purification of alumina.

28.

The department has also been reguired to provide

information by telephone, interview and correspondence on
a varied assortment of ccmmodities and also in the various

courts of

law,

~3
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COMMITTEES:

30. During the year the Government Analyst served as
a member of the following committees and sub-committes:=
i) Commktiee To revise the Lxplosives Ondinange,
{ii} Comtaateu te revise the Koog saa Drgs Geddnence,
(iii) Committee for the Pure Water Supply Scheme,

(iv) Committee to revise the Chemists and Druggists'
Training and Examinations Regulations,

(v) sub-Committee to study the meaning of Pure
Foods and the defences which should be
available,

(vi) Sub«Committee to study authoritative Pharmacopceias
and Pharmaceutical Codices,

(vii) Sub-Committee to prepare theé Food and Drugs Regu-
lations,

He is also a statutory member o the Pharmacy and Poisons
Board.

APPOINTMENTS, RESIGNATIONS, ETC.

31, It is with great regret that we record the death
of Mr. A. Khan, Technical Assistant, Grade B, who died in
‘the Service on August 4th., 1958. He was a devoted and
most congenial worker and a shining example of punctuality
and good attendance in the department, His 'death marked
the end of 4O yedrs of loyal service to the Colony.

324+ -+ Mr. H,O, Edwards was appointed Technical Assistant,
Grade Cy, with effect from Februaryt5th.,, *1956. ..

336 - Mr . O. deHaan, Temporary Grade C Technical Assistant,
resigned from the Service on March 6th., 1958,

3l Mr° Ne Archer was a9p01nted Technlcal Assistant,
Grade C, on September 8th., 1958,

35 Mr. L. Chin Tcchnical Assistant, Grade B, proceeded
to the United Kingdom on August 27th., 1958, on a Government
Conditional Schlorship in Biochemistry.

36.c . Miss Y.D. Lewis, Clerical Assistant, was transferred
from the Department of Agriculture to the Analyst Department
on June 26th., 1958,

37 Miss PelNo Mqtthcwu, Clerical issistant, wos trans—
ferrcd from the..nnlyst Deportment to the Department of - Local
Government on Ocpober dLth., 1958,

V38;‘ Miss S. Béﬁjaﬁih;MSénior Clerical Assistant, was
transferred from the Pyblic Works Department to the Analyst
Department on October 418th., 1958

. 39 " Mr. MeM, Khan end Miss B. Annamunthodoo, medical
students fom the University College of the West Indies,:acted
as Technical Assistants in the department from July to Septem-
ber, 1958,
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LO., Miss J. MacFarlane acted os a Clerical Assistant
from February to June, 1958.

VACATION LEAVE:

L1, rs LieS. Chin, Technical Assistant, Grade A
returned to the Colony on April 29th., 1958, after =a
vacation leave of 8 months and 6 days.

L2 Miss 8. Delph, Oenior Clerical Assistant, re-
turned from 6 months' vacation leave on June 10th., 1958,
and was sa%pnded to the Department of Inland Revenue.

L3 M#., C.B. McWatt, Technical Assistant, CGrade A
proceeded on 6 months' Vacation leave on September 24th,,

1958,
A

AT

EXPERDITURE: ‘
Ll The vote passed for the department amounted to
$63,020. OO, made up as follows
Pergonal Emoluments: $LU1,770600
Other Charges: 75150.00
Extraordinary: 14,5004 00

TOTAL: $63,0L20,00
E)

A supplc mqntary*votc on Sub-Head 7, Extraordinary Expendi=
ture, amounting to %7)3.00 was granted for certain items

of equipment since these had been provided for and ordered
in 1957 but were delivered in 1958, thereby causing the
1957 provision to lapse., Notwithstanding this, the ex~-
penditure on the total head was held within the original
vote pabscd by the Lcwlslatufc, since savings from unfilled
vacanciss amounted to $7,406.86, The actual expenditure on
the head was $56,532, MB.

CONCLUSION:

L5, Another difTicult year has passed., Instability of
nunbers in the laboratory assistant grade, while upsetting .
in itself, assumes a relatively insignificant place when
compared with the protracted shortage of Senior Staff. As
stated earlicer in this report, some measure of relief is
expected soon; and it is hoped that further temporary
asgistance of a:like kind will become available pending
the return of those officers who are now in training in the.
United Kingdom.

/ ,5,. /iV?

GofLrnment Analyst.

¥y



APPENDIX A

List of Articles submitted for cxamination during 1958.

IS Car‘i"ied

Articlcs in cases of Abortion 1
Articles, Viscera, Etc., for Poisons 139
Articles under the Antibiotics and Pharmacy

and Poisons Ordinances 15
Articles under the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance L
Articles in cases of suspected Arson 62
articles in cases of Injury to Persons 12
Articles for Identificetion of Persons 6
Articles id caseés of Burglary, Larceny, etc, 182
Articles in cases of suspected Murder 22
Articles in cases of Unnatural Offences 5
Articles in cases of Motor Accidents 22
Articles under the Petroleum Ordinance 11
articles under the Emgrgency Regulations 13
Bay Rum 21
Beer 19
Bitters 1
Boiler Scale 1
Bush Rum and its materials 6L
Butter 17
Cement N 1
Chemicals Patents * 9
Coconut 0il, edible =« 234
Coffee RS 50
Concrete Blocks » 2
Copra K 1
Copra Meal L e 5
Counterfeit Coins 11
Counterfeit Jewcllery . 2
Denatured Alcohol 10
Diesel 0il 1
Dicselene , o 1
Fabrics L
Forged Currency Notes and Materials 79
Forged Documents 6
Fuel 0il 1
Gas 0il 1
Gas on Ships 18
Ghi 5
High Wines 2
HyCrometers 148
Incrustation on Concrete 1
Incrustation on Galvanised Bucket 1
Kerosene 0il 1
Lard 16
Lard Substitute 80
Lecs 8
Limacol 54
Liquid 1
Malt Tonic .2
Margarine 19
Milk 316
Milk sediment 1
Molasses . 13
Preserve, Fruit and Rum 1
Rum, Coloured High-strength 261
Rum, Cured 1628

Forward:3611
‘

ff
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APPENDIX

A (CONT'D)

3oap

Soapr Compound
Solid

Soya Bean 01l
Stout

Swabs from Race-horses
oweets

Tinctures

Tobacco

Vincgar

Vodka

Wines

Wines EChinese)
Wines (Local)
Whisky ¢
Waters

'Q

Brought Forward:

3611

11
1
1

12

. i}""
L

8"

114
171
53

3
2

19
L
57
1

305

Total: U, 374

s,
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Scurces from which samples were receiveds:

LPPENDIX B

(a)

(v)

(c)

Departments of the Central Government:

Agriculture

Currency

Customs and Excise

Drainage and Irrigaticn

Fire Protectiun

Interior

Labour 1

Medical

Patents, Designs & Trade Marks
Police

Post Office (Telecommunicetions)
Prisons

Public Works

Pure Water Supply Scheme

Rural Electrification Scheme
Supplies and Prices

Transport and Harbours

LI

W
Local Authorities:

Georgetown Municipality
New Amsterdam Municipality

Non-Governmental Sources:

Merchants, Manufacturers &
small traders

131
nil

228
Total:

Total

L4015

131

228
L, 37k

76





