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OF Tr"!!: 

CCWf-'ISSIOrSR FOR CO-OFli.:RATIV'i: D'1\TELOFT11�?-"T 

PP.RI' I TIJTRODUCTIOF 

The year 195t' PiP-rked the teritr. enniversary of 
t.he establishment of the Co-oper<ctive DelJflrtment in 
British Gui,.,na. It has been the policy of the de�artment 
to emphesise thrift ::is the b;,sis of the Co-operative 
YoverrAnt ::and to est;,blish societies ';.rhere the neec1 AXists 
2nd !•rhere the reorle are wU lin� to manar,re t�ern '·n.tb the 
assistance of the staff of the dey-iartment. 

Tl,e princj_::-al functions of t�1G d'3partmsmt .?.re 

(a) �o ".)1;co1.1rar:e ;:,nd develop the Co-o-p0rative
Yover.i.Gnt on the sounr:lest. '] ines.

(b) '.l'o survev- t.be neo,d for co-orerati1'8 socie­
ties c1nd t0 or,.,�mise ;:;nrl re_r-·ister them.

(c) To facilit.;:ite the formetion of fcocietbs
•JY thB provision of su.ital:i1.e Mocle1. r111.es
or :-1y-l2as 2nd to devise syst8ms of'
acco1mting s11it.able to each type of' society.

(d) To 0ssist ;:,nd .<idvise t\-.0 societbs in their
operatj ons, m2.ner·ement and account in�.

( e) '1'0 inspect r�,.rularl;r th9 books and rAcords
of soci0ties ,::,1,d to ,:\Udit th8!' armua7_ly.

(f) 'l'o trP.i1: v-:,luntary lP,a.ders P.nd provide
��nBr,?l '"d1.1c:,,t:i c>!l in co-operativ3 a.ctivi ties.

(g) Tn settle ,'isy,utes touchinr: the· ':::u·siness of 
t1,e :o:ocieti0s m accorrfrnce wHl'. th0 la.w c·nd

(h) 't'o 1iq1.1idate th0 soci0ties T,rl-:')n n:ic�ssar�r.
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It is perhaps fittin0 to re-st;o_te pfter ten 
years of ,,ror1-: in tbe field th?.t the '3nds oi' Co-operation 
ere 2conomic n�t.lwr than ,'."ocj ;:cl. .Section I.� of the Co­
onerc1tive Sod_,c,ties Ordinanc1:;, Chap. -=126 defj_nss ;:, co­
operativ3 society as one �.11-d.ch ''has as its objects the 
promotion of the economic interests of its members in 
ciccord;:,nce T,Tith co-operstive r,rinciples, 11 In t.his 
connectj_on the rresent "ttc>chment of the d8partment to 
t.1:.e Nin istry of Trade t Inc1.ustry is more in keepinr. 
:-rith its functions end is in line with other territories 
where the ministerial system is in vorrue, The r1er.<>rt­
ment was previously 2ttached to the former Ministry of 
Local Government and Social ·11elf;,re. 

The reinf2.ll recorded in 195e i-ras 61.e3 inches 
as compared ·,ritt 59, 19 inches in 1957. The country 
nevertheless ::-,roduced l00,519 tons of padi in 195E' valued 
c:t tl2·2,?75 UZ.37,974) as comp:,red �--rith 57,500 vcl.u.ed at 
�l0J,0L�'; (£21 1

L i-69) in 1957, The 1958 fir;:ure w::is .c! r9cord, 

Tl10 prsc arious financial conc'.i tion :in 1-rhich many 
Bf"ricultural thrift 2nd credit· societies were le:ft :: s a 
result of tl:e drouo:bt 0.xrerienced in 1'?57 '.•Je.s rruch improved 
by the favourable rice hervest of 195t•. Farmers were faced 
wi tl� t': e problem of h2vin,,.,. to rep.;y -:>dvanc8s for b-ro y8ars 
out of P. sino:le crop .?Y'.C� their efforts in this respect hcis 
be cm C')mmendable. 

There -.,mre rrore indicc>tions durinp the year that 
co-oper2tive societies wculd rlay en important role in 
the development. of ne,, ai::-:ricul turP 1 "lands. 

T:i'ollo·d..n!'.!' upon the r.19cis:i.on of the St1f:ar est::ites 
to create stabi1.i.sed labour forces, m;:,ny sur.:ar workers 
found themselves without r.·einful occur,ation. '\'hre-=:- ?.states 
mede "vaila½le to "' number of r':3trenched ·,mrkers a total 
of l,211� Peres of land for Agricultural purposes. 

P.. Rke Committee Has appointed ½y His li.:xcellency 
the Governor, Sir Patrick Renison, Y ,C,Y.G., durin!! the 
previous year to make recommendations for incre2sinf!, the 
f1.1h1re efficiency of the rice industry. The committee TI1et 
durinr: the year Pnder the chairma.nship of His Bx:cellency 
tl-.e Governor and ;:,_t 31.st December, its wor1,; h,d l:•een 
concluded 1)ut its re:�ort h2d r:ot ret been published. It 
was BX;-)ected t:.e.t the committee I s rscomr1endations \,rould have 
sorr.e bearing on the ,·r':?rl·: o-r ,'Jr:triculh1r2l thrift and credit 
so.cietio,s > the w:ijo:ri ty of -,Tl",icb were conc3rned Titl, the 
rice industry. 

1':oderate pro�Tess i,ra.s m�_de in th8 mechanisation of 
small farms "by co-oper:-,ti,:e action; ttis as:�2ct of develop­
ment w2.s still however at the star-re of -8xperiment, 
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During the year, the numerical in.:,dequacy of 
the staff to cope with the demands of 2 con stantly 
2'ro,,ri_ng movement was clearly demonstrated. Full attention 
could not be given to educat ional work which is so 
essential to a sound movement. 

Towards tbe end of the year, the indications 
were th.;:,t the position would worsen rather than improve, 
an d it m2y be necessary in the not too distant future 
to 2pPly some measure of control slight though it may be 
to the formation of new societies. Some directions in 
which the Co-operative Movement could possibly develop 
'.-·Jere still not fully eXT'lore d. Special reference must 
be made to the marketing and the processing of Rf.ri­
cultur al crops. 

P..A.Jl.T II GEPERAL PROGRESS 

The year has been one of continued yrogress. 
At 31st December, l ?57, V:ere were 532 registered societies 
c>.nd the fifures at the end of this year shmied a net 
increase of 11. The number of new societies registered 
was 28 but the registration of 17 was cancelled. Of.the 
.54? societies on the register at the end of the year, 
547 were ;rimc.ry ,,md 2 second2.ry. Total membership 
increased by 4,253 to 36,910 2nd total sh2re c,,pital by 
$lL1.o, 279 (£29,225) to epproximately �724,435 (f�l6J,424). 
'T'he Reserve Fund at Jlst December, 1?5E', stood at 
$32,664 (£6,205) :"S compared with $22,0JL!, (£4,590) at 
the end of 1957. 

The main a.ctivity of the co-operative societies 
continued to be in the field of Rgricultural credit where 
substantial proF.<ress was recorded. They are working 
consciously towards the stage where they wou ld own a 
substantial part of the funds required for meeting the 
credit needs of their members. Share c2pital increased 
by 135,631 (E7 ,423) to �22.2 ,oee (£46,268). 

Efforts to further develop co-operative 
marketin� in the Vorth ',vest end Pomeroon districts were 
moderately successful; this HPS partly due to a high 
degree of collaboration between the Government Ma rketing 
Division of the Department of A�riculture and the staff 
of this department. The marketing society at Mabaruma 
increased its slaes as well as the VA.riety of the y:,roduce 
handled over the 1957 figures. The society which are the 
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I Year 

l?!J-8 
; 

I 1953 

I 
i 1<?58 

L __ 

�qents of the Government M2rketin� Division �lso becPme 
the shippinr 2P-ents of the Tr2nsport and F.Prbours Depart­
ment. In the Fomeroon -"D 9xperiment ,,r,.,s begun �-rith the 
marlretin2" of coffee; in this instance the Government 
Yarketing Division became the 2P-ent of th':'J society ·IJ"hich 
made small shirments of coffee to Holland.· 

The development of consumer co-oper2tive 
societies received "· set-bpcv. with the public8.tion of an 
order for the cancellation of the ree-istration of the 
Police Consumers' Co-oper.:::ti ve -Society Ltd. -:1hich t".d 
gained the admiration of many Guianese. This was 
preceded by the cessation of the trading operations of 
a number of corisumer societies organised among th0 
workers of sugar estates. There is no,,r strong evic1ence 
to support the view ttat tr.'.'l knowledge rer:mired for the 
successful menagernent of consumer societies must h2ve as 
its foundation provious experience g"'ined from other 
forms of co-oper;:tive activity. 

Lack of edeauate staff 2nd the absencfl of 
transportation facilities, curteiled the development 
of co-operP.tives in the Berbice Riv8r P.nrl. hpmpered the 
surervision _c,f the_ ex\stin!=".'. soc ieties; it cc1n only be 
hoped thet this situation would not continue for much 
longer. 

The following table shows the progress of the 
Movement over the two five-year periods bea.;inning �,i th 
the est�_blishment of the department in lN�f .. 

}11umber of l1 umber of Savinge� Shares Reserve 
Societies Memb ers and/or Deposits �md 

$ $ 

12 756 ?,,949 .Yil 
(J:614) 

•. 

254 8, L1-8l 1e7. 264 7,087 
(f.JO, 013) (El,476) 

549 36, 0LeO 7t'4,4J5 32,�64 
(£1.63, LJ?4) (£'6 ,P 05) . .
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hrift 
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'h rift 8: 
Credit 

;onsumers 
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•;arketing 
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�and Pure has, 

�arm 
Supply 

<'isher men 

rransport 

:iousing 

General 
Purpose 

.TOTAL 

5. 

The fo.J..lowing table shows by counties, the ,..rimar:r 
co-operative societies in existence at Jlst December, 1.958 r

with .their membership, savings, shares and/or ·deposit s 
c>nd. reserve funds. 

Berbice 

? 

. .

31 

48 

59 

10 

14 

. .

13 

.1 '

J 

.. , 

--

--

8 

194 

TABLE II 

fJ?.U�ARY CO-OPBRATHE SOCTSTIES - 1.95E'. 

}10. OF 
Demerara 

' 

,. 

24 

59 
. .

60 

64 

e. 

11 

" ' 

5 

. 

,4 

7 

l 

,1 

l 

245 

SOCIETIES 
1:!:ssequibo 

14 

13 

. . 

25 

28 

3 

12 

5 

' . 

4. 

3 

l 

' 

--

--

108 

Membership 
Total � 

45 1,456 

103 2,753 

133 13,303 

151 11,224· 

21 3,010 

37 · 1,470

23 1,673 

9 J78 

13 328 

2 33 

l 285

9 J37 

547 36,910 

,Savin5:s, 
Shares and/ 
or De-posits 

lJ, 053 
(.f:�, ?19) 

173,303 
(£J6 ,105) 

93 .• 022 
(£19,379) 

2.22,088 
(£46,268) 

87,58J 
(£18,246) 

• I 

'. 

35,274 
(,S7 ,349) 

116,052 
(£24,177) 

1,908 
(-f::397) 

' 

J,967 
c::::226) 

L�, 731 
( 09P6) 

32,510 
(J'--6 I 

773) 

944 
(£197) 

784,435 
(£163,424) 

711 

Reserve 
Fund 

$ 

JJ3 
(£69) 

3,641 
(£759) 

435 
(£91) 

11,2Li-2 
(.f'2 ,341) 

9,507 
(£1,981) 

6,691 
(£1,J92) 

86 

(£18) 

19�-
(£40) 

83 
(£17) 

452 
(£94) 

lHl 

Nil 

J2 ,664 
(££ ,805) 
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The B.G, Credit Corporation continued to provide 
agricultural credit to co-operative societies registered 
unrer the Co-operative Societies_ Ordinance, Chap. 326 
thereby fulfilling the pri ncipa.T·rieed which should be 
served by a Central Bank for Co-operatives. 

- ·

1
· .�. '. . ., . 

. . •- ,.,. ·-

During the year under review the sum of 
$441,414 (£91,961) was .adv2nced by the Corporation to 
co-operatiYe sccieties and o':' this amount the sum of 
$380,135 (£79,195) was loaned on short term exclusively 
for agricultural purposes. 

£ART n_r _____ F_R�n��._.R_Y_��----C_I�BT ____ IE ____ S 

· Savings Soc iet1:_�_:�:

The prlncipal object of a savings society is 
to accumulate funds for future use in some productive 
ventu-re. The reg"Jstr.:rtioc of 3 societies was ca.nrelled 
thereby reducing the number to 45. 

At the end of the year, the l.i-5 societies h.;:,d 
a combined membership of 1,456 and savings_ totallini:;: 
$13,053 (£2,719). 

Thrift Societies: 

The number of societies was reduced by 6 to 
lOJ. Membership in these societies was 2,753 and 
ordinary and spe:!ial sa-,ings increased by $16,932 
(£3,528) to approximately $173,303 (£36,l05). These 
societies a re desie;ned to meet the ne3ds of re2:Ular 
salary and wag9 e�,:t:,,::::.·s and the majority of them were 
organised in urban 2.rea:; or amonP: school teachers. 
They emphBsi:::e t:1e vs.lue of thrift but also P."rant loans 
on reasonable ter:rns ,. ·At the l-:--:�inning of the year, 
loans outc·'.:::t"1ci�r.g to':.dled $76,160 (£15,267). During 
the year, lo.ans gr.:.c:1 t2d total-:!.eJ �29 ,f37 (£11:1, 716) and 
repayments wore �72,"l.71 (£15,0J6). At 31st December, 

-$93,826 (£19.,51.J-7)·,,a� outsbrndini;_,: of which;approx­
imately $14,221 (£2,963) w�s over'?ue. 

. ' > 



Year· No. of 
Socie-

.. . . . ties. 

1958 lOJ 

1957 109 

7. 

The followinF.r table shows the fim,ncial 
position of the thrift societies for the yepr 1958 as 
c omp-:>red r,ri th 19 57 • 

T.A'3LB: III 

Tf.RIFT SOCIETIES 

No. ·or ,Sha:res and/ Deposits 8 Loans Loans• 
lfomber:: or Ordinary or Special Granted Repaid 

Savings Savin1<s 

$ $ $ $ 

. 

2,753 166
1 
o67. ·7, '.?,J6 e9,e37 72,171 

(£34,597) (£1,507) (.£12, 716) (..n5, 036) 

3,183 147 ,364- E ,507 66,216 45,?04 
(£30,701) (£1,772) (£.13,7?5) (£9,563) 

Tbe city of.,..ers iireat;=,st scope· fot thg develop­
ment of thrift societies and reauests are 2.lw2ys being 
received for the fonn.ation of such societies in business 
firms and government departments. 

Thrift 8 Credit Societies: 

'I'hese societies are organised in both urben cmd 
rural districts. The rural societies grant loans for 
agricultural purposes and e.re :partly financed by the B.n.

Credit Corporation. At the Jlst Decen·lJer, 1?58, there 
were 101 rural and 50 urban societies, a total of 151 as 
compared witb 14? 2t the end of 1957. Eembership 
increased from 10,174 in 1°57 to 11,824 in 1958 and 
shares from $186,457 (£J8,845) to $222,oes (£46,26P). 
De:rosits by members stood e.t �5,e62 (£1,221). 

Loans outstandin� at the beginning of the year 
amounted to $533,129 (£111,069). Loans totalling $511,�70 
(:£lo6,66o) ,.,ere granted durin!! the year and $447,919 
(£93,316) w2s repaid. The a.mount outstanding at Jlst 
Dec ember, w2.s approximately $597,180 (£124,413) of which 
arproximately $11:'l, 082 (£37,725) was overdue, The sub­
stantial increase in the 2mount overdue is accountable to 
the severe drought experienced during 1957, but it is 
anticipated that when the 195f harvest has been completely 
processed and s0ld the position would show considerable 
improvement. 

Balance 
Outstanding 

.. 

$ 

93,826 
(£19,547) 

76,160 
(£.15 ,867) 



"'.£-ear 
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1955 

19.56 ..

1957 

·1958
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The following table shows by comparison the 
position of thrift and credit societies at the end of the 
ye8.rs 1955 to 1958. 

TABLE JV 

THRIFT Pl1D CR1'.:DIT SOCIETIES 

Pumber Members Shares Deposits Loans Loans 

. .  
,, .. 

. .  .
; 

.. 

$ $ 

Granted Rep2id 

$ $ 
... . .

.. ,, 

141 
I 

8,483 12J,400 6�o66 441,500 108,000 
(£25,708) (£1-,264) (£91,979) (::-22,500) 

. .

... ... i 
151 

f 
9,107 14-J, 154 5,230 392,502 242,000 

(.f'29 I /?24) (£1,090) (£81,771) (£50 ,4-17) 

149 10, 174- 126,457 6,052 4J0,088 321,459 
·, 

\ Cs38 ,245) (£1,261) Cse9,602). (.!"'79,471) 
. 

151 11.e24 222,088 5,862 511,970 ,4L1 7 ,919

(£46,268) (.:£1,221) (£1D6 ,660) (£93,316) 

Arrears of Prin cipal amounted to $lel, 082 
(£37,725) - 35.450 of the am ount on lo.an at the end of 1°58. 
l''O figures are available regarding c1.rrears of interest. 

A�ricuLtural Thrift B Credit Socie ties: 

The suitability of co-oper2tive thrift and credit 
societies as the system tl1rough which short term agricultural 
cr9dit shou ld be administered 0-ras considered at t he Rice 
Committee referred to on page 2 of this report and the 
Committee agreed that the distribution of credit throuRh 
co-oper2tive thrift and credit societies should be.contin ued 
and extended in preference to other possible systems •. 

These societies functioned fair ly efficiently over 
the period under review and attracted l,Jf.O new members. 
During the ·year, 79 of these socie ties re ce ived $Jf.O, 135 
(£79,195)·from the B.fi-. Credit Corporation to essist members 

with their cultivation and reaping expe nses. The 1958 rice 
crop was successful and this 1,vas mainly responsible for the 
satisfactory amount of $405, 116 (p_F.Lp 1 J99) being repc,.id to 
31st December, 195E'-. At this date, a ·crood rortion of th� · 
crop wa.s still to be processed. 

Ba lance I

.. ·$ ·. 

386,ooo 
(EE'O ,417) 

484-,500: 
(£100,938) 

533.129 
(·£111�069).

597, 180
(£124;41J) 
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The followinf.': t2'ole illustrates tbe fin::-nciel 
position of the eo-riculturd trrift and credit societies 
in respect of the years 1955 to 1952. 

.,.., -·l -

� j_ ;_) 

-- -- ..... ---........ 
I Ye2.r ro. of No. of .Shel.re 

---.-------·------ .. - �-�-----

Deposits 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Socs. I Memb=t-·-Capi:al 

E9 • .5, 042 4-l,E'75

I (.:Ze , nLi.)

04 l

I 

101 

5,?�5 

6,242 l 

I 
E ,?2?. 

5°,741 
( ,0.10 L• !,<) • i..:..... (.. t -�.J 

81, C'Ol 
(£17 I 06.?) 

ltJ; ,OJ4 
(EJl ,�5) j 

i 

Loens 
Granted 

--·--------4----

$ 

986 
('::205) 

1,286 
(.-'�?68) 

1,157 
(£24-1) 

l, 10'.' 
(:�2Jl) 

$ 

359,222 
(!:.'74 01�) 

�- ',e_. _,, ..._. 

:56, 544, 
( �7!.J., ?.80) 

J84-,24c 
(/::Po, 052) 

J80; 135 
(E?C:,195) 

_..._-�-·-·--·•· .. · ----

Loans 
Hs::ia1.d 

$ 

20,620 
(-£4, 296) 

213 /:64 
(,f:44,555) 

353,182 
V-73 ,580)

L!,05, 11.6
c:.:e4,J?<?)

Fure line seed p�,cti '-r2s, for the first time 
made av�.ilable to fermers on a. '.':rsdit basis by the 
Dep.sirtment of Agriculture Pi7d the co-operative thrift and 
credit soci8ties were used as the medium. Eight thousand, 
one hundred bars of sesd :,,,di VGlued at approximately 
$71,000 (£14,792) were dis+ ributed throu?h the societies. 
Thr:-:5e societies issued promissory notes to the Director of 
Ai:;ricul ture, t�·,e payment of which was f"U8 ranteed by- the 
:!.G, Credit Corpor2.tion, 

The lo3n trans.c>ctions of the societies wit'-: th8 
':l.''·, Credit Corpor.-?.tion mc�r be se";n from the followine: 
t.:-ble and :':raichicc1lly by tbe or •. ,rt :::hmm on the follO'-:ring 
page -

TAGL�_ VI 

Bc1Lmce 
Outstanding 

2cl,3J6 
(£58,612) 

Li-.84, Ol.6 
(£2'8,JJ7) 

455,082 
(£94,8,0?) 

l./-JO, 101 
(.r:.89, 6 04) 

f ..... �-�·;;·. -· _ .. _______ , --. . ........ , ._.,._ - .......... ,--··---·-· ... 
Amount Borrowed !.,mount Re:rci.id Balci.nce at 31st 

December 
' 
---- ,. - .. �_._ ..... .,,., 

$ l 
1�55 J60,l54 l (f.:75,032) 

i 

1?56 335, L�flO ! 
!

( '.:f9 ,894) 

I 
1957 385,525 I 

(J.ro,317) ! 

1°5e J80, 1J5 
(.-::79, 195) 

$ 

76,057 
UF 8hl:'.) .. _;, ,.) 

?J0,?.38 
(.£L!7 I 066) 

377,725 
(-'.:7f' ,692) 

405.116 
(.E:84,399) 

$ 

'28L�, 097 
(E5°,l97) 

38S',3� 
(£81, llL�) 

397, lll-8 
(·':22 • 739)

372,167
(f'-77 ,535)
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Lo2.ns \·rnrs mr-de to 50:::ieties by the Corporation 
fron s:--2.cial funds ��rovided '.'.)y tb-=, B,,..,. Ri.ce 1'tarlreting 
'?oard to :or.courege �.nd r;,:sist fermers in �-iv.ntinf, 2 

lc1.rger than ,1.su,-1 s::rinrc c:'op. 

}-'ar.y fermers ir,cludin;:, several outsida of the 
usu.?l sr::.:-ing croy.i zon,:,is tool< "dv.;intaF-8 of this fc"ci.lity 
in r-rhich s:e cic:l i�t,':rest ,,;1:1s "lVinc-:?d on all sides. In 
several districts, th9 crop failed O'.,,.rinF. to a s'.�ortage 
of water "'l"d th9 coll-�ction _o·� the loans became a mptter 
of some difficulty. s::_nce th:;; :Ca:cmers �-;ere encouraged 
to borrow th8 money Vrn usual 11rgency f0r ID!Ol�ing repci.y­
ment was not recocris'3d. }�a.ny also r'"p:.•rded the loans 
as .::. form c1f subsidy fror., the '?.G. Rice :Marketinr' Boprd. 

Consumer Societie8: 

},t 31.s.t DecG;;1bor ,. these societies numbered 
2l ·"' s compared witt: 22 in 19 57. i'-'ernber ship was J , 010 
and sh8re c2pit=l $1?7, 583 (£.JJ', 2L:6). Sa.les by these 
societiof' dur:i.Df tl11::; Y·8e.r ·amounted to approxim;:,i.tely 
tJJ4,25'-� (;:,69/-3-S) ,?S C0l,:pal'8d with �tJJ.,91.J.6 (.'.:'.lJJ,655) 
recorded in 1�;�7. 

J� conti,n:c�d clu.m'.:'-'rd trend irl -she Effa.irs of 
six societies n0tr-:l1l.y t1,_·: ?ol::..cc Cc,nsum',;rs 1 Co-operative 
.Society Ltd. resulted i,i t.\-.0 cessation -:if the tr,,,ding 
operr-itions r:1urinc: t'.1-=: ve;; r. Tr:ev becam,3 the victims of 
ever-lurkinr.r 1:1nc,mi-:;.:.: - 1.n-:cor.t�:-011.e::d crer::it suet GS the 
grantin;r of oxtensi·ce c,.' :d.t, Tt was o·-1ident th,·t 
inexperi0nced IT'..?._n2.P":;m2.nt "·Ti?.S :also a contribut:i.np 
fqctor. In th'?. c2.se of tho Folice Consu:::ers tl�e pre­
cipitate expension of th� society 1 s 2.ct:i.viti0s contrary 
to the advic0 of. tbe cie1..,£1rt:r.Fmt ::-iut ·i:,'13 ':msiness r,,ell 
out of thrcir 2.bility to m1;112,e ar.<:l suporrise. Cr'=-:litors 
bec<'Jm:) restive over t,\·.o 1c-u'r.9 ;:,nounts o·,inr::; to them. and 
it becc.me doub-tful '.,r:·,�::.r1sr tl'i-3 st.cmdard of mci.nagem13nt 
,,rould be ?ble t0 -<:r.su:-e the ,·rotecti:>n of their interests. 
Lim1idation was tl113:·_c[0?:'e the safest course to follow. 

The fi·,e soci2:ties organised on sugar estates 
e.lso ceased opern.tions r\1rinr- the yeR.r and ::lCtion
towards thej_r liquid2·dc!:. P:;is bein� considered. Despite
tl':.:: ]_'.;atien_t cduc2.tion2l uort whicb preced<Jd tb:; 1aunch­
inr-: of th'3 stor8s, tr-3,r r,:roved too f".re2.t a tpsk for
th?ir inexp8rL"r:ce� co;,m:itte0s to m2n.:i.�e.

It is no�•r l) =:ri nc; :·:n.3rally eccepted th?t 
consumer societies are e. di f'ficult proposition under 
circumstanceE" rrcNailir., ir: t\-:i.:: country. 
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Producer l'r;:irketin� Societies: 

These ere divided into f0ur CP.tegories viz: 
Lol?'.e;ing, Producer, :V1arketing and Machinery. At the end 
of the year, there were 37 societies as compered with 
33 in 1957. Membership was 1,470 and shar<:3 capital 
$35,274 (£7,349). 

The following are the particulars in each 
category: 

Log�ing Societies: 

The number of these societies �•ras reduced by 
l to 8. Seven opereted in the Berbice · River
District and one in the Pomeroon River, Essequibo.
Five log:gin� societies produced logs and other
forest products to the value of $20,554 (24,282)
on which royalty amounting to $1,990 (£415) w�s
paid. Two societies did no business. The society
in the Pomeroon River hired equipment to its 
members and earned $1.,500 (;£312) in fees from its
members. At 31st December, total membership was
153 and share capital $1,176 (.£245).

For reasons previously mentioned the 
departme nt was unable to provide adequate super­
vision to the societies in the Berbice River. 

,SJM.11 lor:::rors plcy r-n important part in the 
production of timber but the marketing of logs 
presents much difficulty and hc>rdship. Sawmillers 
take full adva.ntage of the fact that once the logs 
reach their mills logP,:ers have no alternative but 
to accept whatever prices the millers may offer, 
especially since most lo�gers have to depend upon 
them for their supplies. The societies in this 
district can therefore be extremely useful in 

· assisting logr-ers with the marketing of their
proructs. They however suffer from the dis-
2:.dvantage of being scattered over a wide area
and from inexperienced leadership. The develop­
ment of co-operatives in the Berbice River
wa.rrants the pttention of a. whole-time Co-operetive
Officer whose time should be devoted to intensive
educational work and to assisti ng the societies
especially in the marketing of their produce.
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Producer Societies: �-

There Here eleven societies.on the register at 
31st December, 1958, and their nctivities consisted 
of the cultiv2.tion of p,;di and other food crops, 
livestock rearintJ and handicrafts. Membership •,,m.s 
198 0nd shi'J.res pmo,_,nted to $4,884 (£1,017). Three 
new soci'e.ties functioned emong Amerindians in the 
11orth T,J'est District. Their plans included the 
leasing of crown lands for com.munal livestock 
projects; tuo societies received financial 
assistance 1.,ncler the Rural J�ided Self-Help .scheme 
to enable them to fenc� their holdings. 

Marketing Soci eties: 

The number of these societies on the register 
at Jlst December, 19.58, remE-,ined at 9. Two �ocie­
ti es did no business and one was organised late in 
the year. 1-�embership in 1958 was ?5J end shares 
$12,865 (�J,680). 

Produce to the V.Rlue of  $160,738 (,£JJ,4B7) 
·,ras m8rketed by 6 �ocieties - the J'fcih,?icony
Producers (Milk) $2J,f69 (.:.'.'�·,973): :the Rose Eall
Cane Farme.rs (Suga:r C£1ne) $65,00 0 (£1.J,542'); the
'!forth ·,rest Farm Froduce (Citrus ?nd P-r::n.mcl provi­
sions) $.56

l 1?91.J. (£11,853); the Yoruka Frodu�ers
(Coffee and copra) $9,014 (£1,878); Beacon Poultry
Rearers (Sgr;i:s) �6ei C.sl42; Fomeroon Farmers
(Co_ffee) $�,280 (£1,100).

Machinery Societies: 

. This type of society h2.s been giv:m "' sep.e.rate 
cl<' ssifica.tion ;- s tl:"Jre are indications that . 
sev9r al more will be· org;.nised for the purchase 
of farm ITlclchincry. A number of farmers who 
forr11erly cultivated too large an «rea with inade.,uat/3 
me2ns ;:;re now convinced that there ;:, re m2ny 2.dv.an­
tages in getting t-:>.gether in· c·o-opera.tives for the 
joint ownership of farm machinery. Four societies 
previously cl�ssified �s producer societies are 
now shmm under this head. 

Durinv the Jear, five new societies were 
registered anrl received lonns tot�lling t1e,523 
(E3,e,59) from tha D.G. Credit Corporation to 
assist them with .the .,..,urch2so of a?:riculturc>l 
m;,chinery. 

�,21 

- ••, 
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Type 

,-....----·---

Logging 

Producer 

¥-arketing 

Machinery 

TOTAL 
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Yembership �n the 9 societies et 31st 
Dec ember, 1�·52, sto od c1t 166 "nd shar� ca:.�itP.l 
totalled �17,2r3 (,£.J,600). Reserve Fund '•12.s 
¢,?.66 (£55). 

The following table summ""rises th-; position 
et 31st December of the Froducerjl,1ari�eting .Soci3ties 
in respect of th'3ir number, rn':lmbers, share c2:1ital, 
the value of produce handled and services performed. 

TABLS VII 

---· 

' 

.. 

7elue of 

}1umber Fem1Jers Share Cai:-ital ·-froduce handled
8:.: ·i services
performed.

-·-

'.· 

fl lt::" 
.,,:) 1., 176 20,554 

(F245) (PL!, 2E'2) 

11 198 4 ,ee4 l,'290 
C,rl,017) U,210) 

9 �53 12,f65 160, 73e 

9 166 

-

:\7 1,470 

(£2 ,6P.0) 

17.,283 
co ,600) 

.36 ,208 
(,;:7 ,542) 

Je.i:id Lease and L2.nd Purcl-:.ase Societies: 

u=:33, 4e7) 

10,671: 
( .... ..., 20") 

"'"'-·' r-..:J 

193,260 
(£LI.0,262) 

These societies P�3 org,,nised p�ong nersons 
�-rho are eithGr l:ondless or wl�ose 1.,,nd-holdings are 
small end un,con omicel. Thay ?C'11.1ire J:::OSSe::sion of 
1�1ocks of lend of v?ryin9" s:.zes eitl13r 1Jy outright 
"!)Urchese or by lease f'rom th.e ,?-:ov,rnment or r-rivate 
persons. The land is inv:-,riably ne·-1 and overgrown 
with forest; this nacessitetes considar,,ble 
pr'")paration b'"fore it c;,.n be m8de rroductive F1nd much 
caT'ital is U•,grefore req1_1 ired. T'.1e fo llowing 
problems present themselves to farmers ore-a'1ised 
into co-operAtive lc1nd societies:-
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(a.) the -provision of effective drain::ige and 
irrigati on, 

(b) the clearing of tl,e land,

Cc) th,'> :rrovision of dpms and bridges, c>.nd 

(d) d�ciding ,vhat crops to !?lc:.nt and preparing
for the sowing of the first crop.

The provision of facilities for drainage and irTigation 
is a major problem for rr,ost societies since this involves 
long, arduous toil durinr? ;,!bich time farmers c,:in mt inta.in 
themselves znd their fzmilies only with �reat difficulty 
a.nd se.crifice. 

The possibility of receiving a loan to effect 
ttis work is oft•1n remote since the lack of proper 
security r8stricts the credit field to  the B.G. Credit 
Corporation. The Corporation itself is often unable to 
find the sums_required although some assistance h:is been 
g-:i_ven in the past. 

In some cases the society is aQle to overcome 
this difficulty in the second year by r2pidly clearing 
a portion of the 12.nd a.nd !)la.nting a crop on a risk bc>sis 
durinf! t.he first year, 

Land clea.rance is usually done by the farmers 
but mRy sometimes requi re m.c- chinery for stumpinf-. If 
however the society consists of rersons_wbo h ve been 
able to put ::iside SPVings, ;i sm?ll tractor m;;,y be 
acquired to assist. As tr.e lc>nd is cleared cultivation 
takes place depending upon the availability of credit; 
cl::ims and brir:'!g:es are constructed encl ,\rater-control is 
improved. After a few ye2rs the uorl< is ,qccomplished 
,:1nd the members have created something of immense value 
to themselves. At tbie :,'Oint the distribution of the 
land mpy be unclertaken if desired by the members after 
a que.lified surveyor r.,ss been eng2ged. In. every c;,se 
'•Jhere the c0urse described ebove has not been followed, 
the results hEve l:1e,m 1.msatisfe.ctory .;,nd the operations 
of the soci"lties heve become more complex. 

From observations mc::de of the existing land 
societies it would appeRr that tbe d�velopment of new 
lc:nds by co�operative societies 'besides beine: cheaper 
than other means, effords pride of 2chievement and a. 
sense of·o1,mership to t!:n farmer. The syste.m is beinp.: 
shidied with a view t0 recor.unendinie ths 'JJays in which 
furth':lr assistance m2�r be 2"iven these scicieties. 

Some sugar estates h2ve be�rnn to releese 
portions of unwanted lc>nds to sugar r,,rorkers c.rho h-"ve 
bacome redundant RS a result o-f' their r "'cent decision 

to stabilise· their l;;,bour force. Three ne,-1 societies 
cam-3 into beinr; in tbis •,rp.y curing 1?52. 

'72? . ._, 
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1!:levr-;:n n�;-r societies ·•rere r::;gistered durinP- the 
year brinc_,in� tte number to 23 as comp2red ••rlth 12 in 
1957. Th3 tot;;;l mem"bership stood at 1.673 ;,nd share 
c,c,rital :,mounted to �116, 052 C,�24, 177) ;:is cornp::ired '-rith 
$?5,¼--12 (,15,711) in F'57; -'�1:'0sits amounted to ¢.,2,P66 
(.£597). The ne·T soci<:-ties socur.:;d r-ossession of P, 050 
acres of l,,.nd. The total of nrable land held by the 
"3 societies was 13,JJO rcr-9s �t the '3nd of the ye::ir. 

'l'h0 '3xi.sting soci":lti9s 11' .. e.de satisfactory 
pro�ress in 195e; Gxcept in very few instances members 
cultivated their lends encl obt.c:ined good crops; the 
lands were constantly being improved. 

'T'he day to· da.y m2nagement of the-societies 
presented many ne,.•r i::-roblems to th9 cornmi ttees �,,ho were 
r;--rp,dually overcoming them. The society P..t Hopetown, 

'1lest Coe.st :Serbic e ,::icq,_'ired 1,000 acres of new lands by 
out.rif-ht r.,urchasa 2nd its rrerr:bers received a good 
autumn .er.op. 

The new societies were busily �mi:aP.ed ir: 
clearing .i:>nd prepa:-:Cing their holdinv.s •. The Macouba 
Co-opera-t:ive Land Society Ltd. �v"'hich c'lfttivated on � 
communal basis was sp:>cial ly successful having reaped e 
go od crop which enabled therr: to p?.y for their new 
IBachinery �nd to empolder and drain e larr.e portion of 
t�eir land. The society served as a model for prospective 
land g-roups in the Count:' of Demerara .• 

Craft.men I s Societies: 

The first society of this t:vpe w2s on•;:inised 
duri nF." thP, ::rear ernonP: P.rr.erindians in the }'orth_ ·.,.rest 
District who procluced housebold furniture mpr:'le -from 
noebee and coopa obtPin'oc:1 in nearby forests. 

·.-romen I s Societies:

The number·of socisties whose merrbership 
consisted onl:v of women nim<>in<:':d at 3. They were as 
follows: 

(i) Tue Carne�ie Co-op9r,,tive Thrift Society
Ltd. ori:-.<>nised c.•mong the staff cf the
Carno�ie Tr�de School for iJomen.

(i,i) 'rho B.r.. r1urses 1 J:ssociation Co-operative 
Tbrift pnd Credit Society Ltq. orgenised 
;:,mo-r.c; nurses <>nd mi0wiv1::s in Geor�etown. 

(iii\. Tho Yacl<"enzie House�-Jives Co-oper?.tivs 
Thrift ,Societ)r Ltc:1. organised among 
bousew:i.ves et Yackenzie City. 

These sociraties did not diff'er in any respect 
from others of tb3 saJT1e types 2nd th':l fact th2t their 
members were all womqn "'-f.--.s.-1:>f no-particular conseauence. 
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OTB�R SOGI3TISS 

At 31st Decer.iber, th9re were S' registered 
socisties with a tot.".l membership of 378 ,md sheres 
amounting to $1, 9oe (£3ci7) ; th 3Y '!'.'rovided their meml)er s 
with feeds and medicines for s·mall stock Anct med,3 sales 
totalling $6,428 (£1,339). 

JrRnsport Societies: 

The number increased from l to 2. The new 
society �-ras organised in Leguan for transporting members 1 
crops to Parika on the Jl'J<.1inland coast and to 13artice 
where a ready market is ,WPilable. The combined m':lmber­
ship of the societies was 33 and she.re capitel 1'4, 731 
(£91?6). Fares received during the year tote.lled
t10,f26' (£2,255). 

•, 

�rmen 1 s Societies: 

The number of these societies increRsed 1:-iy l to 13. 
Their membershiri and shares were 3E'E' and $3,967 (C:f'26) 
r:::.spectively. Three of. these societies m;;:de sales to 
members totallin? $18,566 (fJ,f68).

One society, the East Canje Fishermen 
C0-op,3r;1tive was <?.Warded_ tl,e centre.ct in 1::;,5e ·to surply 
fish to the rrovernment institutions in New Amsterdam i:ind 
its environs. 

Bousin� Societies: 

. During the ye::ir one housinre society c;,me into 
existence. This w;:,s orf!'er.ised c1mon� members of the B.G. 
Civil Service Association. At Jlst December, 1958, its 
membership and share ceipital were 225 c)Dd $32,510
(ff:,, 773) respectively; steps were being tal<'en to 
acquire 66.074 En�lish acres of lend fo; develop�ent as 
e. housing .:irea. Th::i society has c.:ood prospBcts of
success.

General_puroose SociAties: 

At Jlst Dec<=Jmb-3r, 1�5e, the 9 societies on the 
register hes a membership of 337 .,,_nd sharGs tot a ll'3d 7944 
(£1°7). Th0 majority of these soci�ties h2s as thr-.dr 
objects various forms of village betterment .,,nd Nceived 
fin:::nciel assistance ,...rorn funds provided by r.overnrnent 
under the Rural Aided .self-1::elp Scheme. 

!;· 0, ,...) ' 0 /..,1 ., 



School Thrift Societies: 

Ttrift societies or£!anised Pmorn! school childr9n 
incre2sed 'by l to 1.33 in 1S'58 and continued to show 
satisfBctory pro.;ress. Yembership increased from 11,324 
to 1.3 ,JOJ. Savings ;amounted to t?3, 022 (Fl9 ,.379) as compared 
·with $77,475 (..Zl6,141) in l957, Seven soci'Jties :-.rere eng::-�ed
in projects such PS the bulk purch2.se of scl,ool bQoks,
uniforms End otber supplies. The objects of these societies
include the encoura�ement of thrift and the provision of
training in co-operative principles, element8ry book-ke�ping
and simple economics.

PART 1T SECONDARY SOCI�TIES 

The two secondary societies were the B.G. Co­
operative Union Ltd. �nd the T.J.G. Co-operative Credit 
Vnion League Ltd. 

The activities of the !3. n. Co-operative Union 
Ltd. ,".\r0 mcdnly �rlucationa l. Durinc- the year, the l5inister 
for Trade Gnd Industry (includin� Co-oper;:itives) f!.aVe 
the first of 2 series of 2Lf ,•Ieelrly r2dio broadcasts which 
ciealt with various aspects of So-operation Pnd featured 
the 'Nork of many socic,ties. Consid9rable :.ntercst was 
cre2ted amonP;: co-op')rators :1s 1-Jell es t.h0 ren8ral public. 
The Union also assisted the derartrnent Hith sponsoring 
three (J) training courses for personnel of co-oper2tive 
societies and arranged ten (1-O) fj lm shows in v2rious. 
rur2l districts. Two iss1..v:is of its offici2l orf"an 11 The 
Go-opi:,r;:itor" ,r9re published. In accordance :rith its 2.mended 
rules, soci�tiGs paid =1ffiliation fees to the Pnion for the 
first time in 1958; these fe'cls amounted to $475 (:nQ). 
The staf f of the union consisted of ?. secret··ry, :- cleric a 1. 
;::ssistr.int and two SU!Jervisors, ;;,nd it r3ceives "'n annual 
subsidy of $10,000 (.'::2,084) fror.· U,e Government. Durinf?' 
the year its membership increvs':ld from 24-e· to 284. 

The Union _gpproved of the orrr.c1.nisation of 
Co-oper�tive Development Councils ·,ritl-; ;:i view to decen­
tralisinf! its 2ctivi tiP-s .,,nd to assist in c2rryin£1: out 
its educational prop-ramme ;a_t district level. Two such 
councils w-=:re established du.ring the yec:ir. 

rhe B.G. Co-operative Credit lliion Leagt1 e Ltd. 
orr,,,nised t-J -r.romote Cr�dit Fnions r-nd to foster th:Jir 
interests, r:u,ined ;affiliation with ths Crsdit Union Fation?l 
A.ssocic'. tion 0f the United 5t2tes of .Arnericn and this en.<ibled 
members of af.fili2ted socigties to obtain lo8P. insurance 
and other fa.cilities. t.t the 31.st D3cember, 1°58, the 
member ship ·,ra.s .3. 

- I. I! 
I • 
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__ ADUCA'f .. IQRJ? CO-�P�RATIVl� ACTTIITIES 

The deJe.rtrr.ent bas rursued e ;-'Olicy of training 
continuously as far as resources �emit and hes been 
.=:ssociated in tbis 0.Jork with the '3ritish Guiana Co­
operative Union Ltd. whose modest contributir:in h;,_s been 
appreci;:,ted. 

-Short C'."lurses hc've been or�anised in many
:::>laces where groups of secretc>ries hav?. attended; weAk­
end seminars heve· also been held, 2ltl·ough not often 
enough. The ne�ds of secretaries are still not being 
adequately met because there is no regular pro�ra.rnme. 
It is my opinion th2t the entire question of treinin� 
hinges on the availability of a suit2ble officer -,1ho 
should deal exclusively ;,Ji th this aspect of co-operative 
development. There is no such officer in this deP9.rt­
ment, and recent efforts to increase the st,.,ff in order 
to eneble such 2n appointment h;:,.ve not been successful. 

To withdraw an officer :from field duties is 
not realistic in tl":e present situetion, and 2. new 
appointment to the staff of th-3 department seems to be 
the only solution. This matter sh'.Juld be tre?.ted with 
t::.a greatest urgency especially in view of the limited 
assistance whicti th� �ritish Guiana Co-operative Union 
Ltd. �n "J l be able t'.J render for some time to come. 

Governmmt provides the sum of $2,000 (£417)
2nnuall�r to meet the expenses of trainine:, · but the 
pre-occupation of the officers with their normal duties.· 
h-?s severely limited_ training ;,ctivities over the past 
few years and a· large portion of thet c1mount h2s lapsed 
annually, 

The Co-operative Depa.rtm ent recognises the 
r1�sponsibility to tram mem'bers of societies, "but in the 
li�ht of the f�re�oin? explanations has concer.trated 
·,.,-hatever time c1.nd other resources were available on the
training of secretaries and committee members.

§le.ff Training-: . 

11r. R.A� Dowden, Senior Co-?perative Offic9r, 
rtt.ended an I. C .A. ob8e;rvational course in Puerto Rico 
on 2gricul tur-?l co-operc>.tives of one month I s duration. 
Mr. D.E. She9herd, Co-opere.tive Officer left the colony 
to attend th0 1058/59 Cours� fo-;r Co).onial Co-operative 
Staff at the Co-oper-,,tive Col1ep.;e, Lou{!hboroue:h. l·'r. · 
F.U.�. Ji:Tarks, ':o-operative Offic'3r, returned to the 
colony from a si mil,s;r c0l1rs·e in August. One new Co-op­
erative Officer, Yr. J.C. Chin-a-Loy 1-mo W-'3.S apr:,ointed 
to the staff in September, 1C'1 .5e, rEic eived preliminclry 
tra.ining at fiead Off'ice for P s1-:ort ):ieriod. 
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_st?,ff Conf0rences: 

2(\ 

F0ur st;-iff conf'3rences were held during the 
months of January, March, July and December. The usual 
h2lf-yearly conferenc'3s took r-lHce in January and July 
wben 2 comprehensive review of the 1 . ..rork of the dep2 rt­
ment was made. The other conferences ',rere of one and two 
days I duration respectively end dealt with v2rious 
l•robl9ms relating to the operE tions of l ::;nd societies 
cmd thrift �nd .credit· societies. 

QQlJI-.2�s for Co-oper2tive Societies Personnel: 

-Sleven training courses were held for members 
of societies in the thr3e counties of Demerara, Berbice 
and -Sssequibo at :•Jhich instructions were ,7,iven on the 
nrinciples and practices of co-operation, co-operativ':! 
lar,,r, U,·:,, rh1ties of the committee ::ind the keepinf of 
accounts ;.ind records. Cottage r.i0etings for members of 
societies ·,rere also .::irran�ed in some districts so th:ct 2 

better unclerstandinr=; of t1,e functions and operations of 
the societies could be obtain,:id. 

Film Shows B 3xhibitions: 

Throuvh the courtesy of the u,s.r.s. end the 
n.. I.S, fi1Jns on Co-operrtion were arranged for the 
members of school societies in the �ast Demerara area; 
and for adult soc icties in West Demerar? ;:ind• Worth West 
Districts. The Onion took part in an 8-day colony-wide 
Bxbibition and Fair in C'€orgetown sponsored by the League 
of  Coloured Peoples during October, and in a 3-day County
�xhibition sponsored by the �ssequibo Union of Local
ft_uthorities :.it Suddie, Bssequibo. At these exhibitions,
the products of several co-operative societies were
displayed ::>S well B.s·rosters ;,;nd charts depicting the
Yovement 1s acitvities and progress. Literature on
co-operatives was distributed t'.) many interested persons
wl,o visited tb.e Union I s booth,

Interantion;:il Co-operation D8y Celebrations: 

The f:_nnu2l International Co-operation Day 
celebr.ations ,,rere held ·under the 2us;:•ic'3S of .the B.G. 
Co-operative Fnion Ltd. at 0ue8n 1 s College, .r-eorgetown, on 
Saturday, 5th July, 1°5P. !-.pproximPtely eoo persons 
attended the celebrationc: which 1vere dC:lchrP.d open by �Iis 
,;;xcellency the Officer J.dministerinp.- the ('overnment, tl:e 
Fon. F.D. Jakeway, C.Y,G., O.?.:i:. 

The Hon. Brindley Benn, Minister for 'T,duc;,tion 
<>nd Community Development c1dc1 ressed tbe .ct.- thering and 
tl1e guest spec>ker wes Yr. John ·Gr-le, 3.A., British 
Gouncil Representative. nre�:tings <>nd (:!;Oodwill mec=:sages 
•,,Jere received from J2 overseas orf'l'.".nisations. 
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Ff.1RT · VII 

---- ·----- - ·  --

"Yr. J.I. Fr;,se r, F.C.C • .S., t,c ting Commission�r 
for Co :-operetive Developm-'"'nt w�s ap;-)ointed to be Commissioner 
f-::,r Co-oper2.tive Development in J2DUc\t·y. 

Mr. C:.:rt. Jarvis, Ac tin� De:'uty r::ommiss ion?r for 
Co-operritiv,e Development �-T,f!- .-,,�,pointed to be Deputy 
Gommissioner··for Co-op:ire tive Developmen t in June. 

·Vr. O·.H. P2+rick, Acting ,Senior Co-oper�tive
Officer w2.s appointed to "be e Ser:ior r.}:i-oper;:,tive Officer 
in October. 

Jl�r. J ,C:. Chin -C?-Loy 1,1:::s appointed to be a 
Co-oper2.tive Officer ,"nd joined the staff in Septembe r. 

:Mr. R.A. Dowden, Senior Co-o-p9r,c,_tive Officer, 
left U1-c; Colony on six months' VPCP tion leave on the 27th 
June. 

Jl'lr, :, .1�.s. L1-!ck, Inspector of Friendly Societies, 
resignnd to ent2r commerce in January ;::,rd T,7ps r�r-hced by . 
Yr. Y.:tJf, Moore of the l.udit Dep2rtment. 

l'"r. -�.R. Cl-:ung:-T.-1ee, Acc:,untant, Friendly 
-Societies :Movement went on v.-•c;i t ion in February "nd
r0sumed duty in Septemb-''lr, ·-i'.'.ile Miss E.G. Rowe,
Insp8ctor of Frienrny Societies left tLe colony in
Ser.t:':\r.n.be r_ for tl:e Uni t0d Yin.c::-d0rn .:,nd unc1 8rtook 2 Bhort
C'":'Urse of traininr: d1Jrinr-2" her lc8ve.

A lon_q-felt need ··JPS me t in September when a 
br?..n ch  office of the deyv:irtment ,,r<>s opened at 1'•ew 
Ams terdc1m. Co-operat ors in Berbice welcomed this f-"cility 
T,rhich £-fforded theJT: better contact wi t.b Co-op'?.rntive 
Officers. 

Audit: 

T.frth the e:::tablishment of a separate Audit
section of the d 9p2r tmen t , work on the audits of co­
operfltive soc ieties -croceeded s.0tisf:c tor ily ,ind the 
annual audits in respRct of the year 1957 i.rr..s · 
com;:ileted in Jlfay 1959, 
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Aud it and Supervision Fund: 

With the completion of the audits in respect of 
the years 1.955 and 19.56, societies were requested to 
contribute to the Audit �nd Supervision Fund. Contri­
butions tota.llinr $908 (£1E'9) 1:-1ere received durin? the 
yec1.r, 2nd the fol lowin� st2tement shows the pos ition of 
the Fund at 31st Decemoer: 

Bah.nee of Fund ::>.t 1.1.58 

Contributions received in respect· 
of 1°55 c1nd 1956 

Arbitr,.,tir:ms: 

9oe .18 (£1e9) 

'$.3, 1�9 .35 (£667) 

Five hundred 2-nd thirteen (513) disputes were 
referred to 2rbitration durin� the year. Awards totalling 
$39,703 (£8,271) were l11f.l.de in respect of 399 c.isputes 
involving overdue loans. 

THenty-eight (28) societies we-re registered and 
the registration .of seventeen (17) was c,mcelled durin� 
the ye2r under r0 view. The abo vementioned societies fell 
into the following categories: 

� Registr'ation Cancellation 

Savings .3 

School Thrift l 

Thrif t 6 

Thrift 8 Credit 3 l 

Consumers l 

Housing l 

Pro due er /1".arl<et ing lG 6 

Land Lease B. Land 
Purch2.se 11 

Fishermen l 

Tr2nspor t l 

28 17 

-, 
/ 
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Departmental B'AJ?Bnditure: 

The cost of the Co-oper-9.tive Department to 
v,overnment for 19 58 �-12 s as fo llo',Js: 

Personal Brr�luments 

Oth2r Charges (Travelling Rnd 
Subsistence Allo:•rances, etc.) 

Grant to the B.G. Co-oper2tive 
Union Ltd. 

FART VIII 

tlOJ.,421 (.£21,129) 

43,760 ([:: 9,117) 

10,000. (£· i, oe3) 

�155, 181 _(£32,329) 

Progress in the :r-�ovement di.iring 1958 l11P y b8 
summarised as follows: 

Increase in number of soci0tie s 

Incr�ase in membership of societies 

Incre-"lse in Share C<:>nitel, SavinP.:s 
and Deposits 

Increase in Reserves 

I atta.cb hereto Appendix. I . 

f.npendi.x II

11 

4,253 

$140,?79 
(£2<?,225) 

$10,630 
(£2,214) 

Staff Fostinf!,s 

Fin2ncial Position 
of Societies as 
at 31st December, 

1957. 

The work of the department continued smoothly 
during the year and progress has been maintained. A co­
operative society hps come to be ref,2rded as an essential 
service :md its usefulness in the solution of common 
problems are being rapidly appreci2ted by a �rowing 
section of the population. Among the list of benefits 
accruing to this country from co-oper�tive activity must 
be mentioned the experience �nd pr2ctice 2cquired by �easants 
in managing their own ciffairs on a democratic basis. 
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This is ess8ntial to the �ro�rth and development of 
independence. The societies b,c:ve g-rown accustomed to 
the greatest 1etitude in_ determining their internel 
effeirs 2nd this has done much to increase their 
confidence .and self-reli�nce, 

The dep,9_rtment, over the r2.st ten years, has 
enjoyed ;; high degree of freBdom subject to conditions 
which r-revail externally and this has be1:n reflected 
in the satisfactory developme nt of the Movement which h2.s 
so f;:ir t1:1}en place.-· 

The st2ff h:ve worked assiduously tl�is year 2s 
before ?!10. h.?ve contributed extre tmi; and ,�nergy in the 
furtberance of thair duties. The considerable amount of 
overtime �-10rk performed by them is perhaps not fully
r02lised at the present moment and it ccin only be hoped
that due recoe-nition would be given to their eff'orts in
the not too distant future. I ;;iay t ri½ute to the.ir
loyal end ,-.;,tient service • .. Th9 fact th t the ¥.ovement
is rrogressing slowly is ths best in�ication that its.
f�undations ?.rB sound.

........ ,....,., 

J • . I. 1"'.RASER 
I 

Commissioner for Co-operative Development, 
British Guiana . 

, .. June , 19 59. 

·��· ·- . .



Establisl1Jllent 

l 

l 

3 

13 

3 

QQ-OPERATIVE 

ST.J.J'L POSTIFGS 11.T '3lst DECE1'1'BER
1 

1.958,. 

Post 

Corrnnissioner for 
Co-operative Development 

Deruty Commissioner f'or 
Co-operative Development 

.seni or Co-operative 
Officers 

Co-operative Officers 

Schools Co-operative 
Officers 

Holder 

J. I. Fraser 

C.R. Jarvis

R..A. Dowden 
·,r .o. Abn1ms
O.H. Patrick

1'.E. Iv.arks 
V.F. Griffith
D.E. Shepherd
G • .A. Hoyte
V.F. Haynes
'.,T. E. Franklin
D.A. Cameron
C. A.L. Smith

N.D. J\1oble

R.B. Stephenson
K.M. ,,rilliams
G.S. 'ilong

J.C. Chin-a-Loy

Jl·;iss O. s. Grant 
�iss H.B. Devonish 
l"iss T. B. Gaskin 

Postinrs 

Colony, British Gui;:,na 

Colony, :'Jritish Guiana 

Berbice 
Derbice 
Demerara 

East Demerara 
Interior 
East Dewerara 
A-units
Esseauibo Islands
r,J'est Demerara
.Audits
Essequibo Coast
Upper Berbice
Audits
Lower B erbic e
:vest Berbice
Central Demerara

Berbice 
-Demerara
Vest Derrerara &

East Essequibo 

Remarks 

Appointed r,r. e. f. 5th 1'1 ovember, l 057.

A;","'ointed w.e.f. 5th 1'1ovember, 1957. 

Vacation leave from 27th June, 195E1. 

APP()inted :,r.e.f. 19th December, 1957. 

Returned from study leave 17th July, 1958. 

study leave from 4th September, 1.958. 

Vacation leave from 18th flpri1. to 
2nd November, 1958. 



"'!:stab lishment 

1_ 

L� 

_CJ_erical 
Service 

l 

l 

l 

l 

6 

Other than 
Fixed 

2 

l 

1 

Post 

Accountant, Friend'ly 
. socfoties 

Inspectors of Friendly 
societies 

Cl,ief Clerl<: 

Cl2.ss I Clerk 

Class II Clerk 

Senior Clerical Lssistant 

Clerical Assistants 

Kessenp;ers 

"1.:ngineer 

Boath,md 

Holder 

C.R. Chung-r1ee

J.C. W;:ilks
Hiss E.G. Rowe

-,r.A. October 
J•,'..Y. JVioore 

't-'.V.A. Spencer 

G. E.T. Moore 

H. Paltooram

:tv1iss N.E. Murray 

Miss E.F. Fung-On 
Yiss B.R. Griffith 
Miss 11 .v. Hnynes 
}'riss L.Y. Harding 
Yiss C.G. Pompey 
Niss U.F. c. Thom,qs 

.P, .• K. James 
J.E. Baveghems 

J. Rampersaud

E. Jocinth o

Fostinp.:s 

Colony, British Guiana 

Demerara and Berbice 
Demerara and Essequibo 

Demerara 
Demerara and Berbice 

Head Office 

Head Office 

Head Office 

Head Office 

Head Office 
Head Office 
Head Office 
Head Office 
Head Office 
Derbice 3ranch Office 

Heed Office 
He;:,_d Office 

Forth �•Test District 

:r,r orth West District 

N.B. Four scho ol  teachers were seconded to assist in the 
· development of Co-operatives.in Schools.

Remarks 

Vacation leave from 12th February to 
7th September, 1958 • 

Vacation and study le2ve from 15th 
September, 1958 

Vacation leave from Joth Dece�ber, 1958. 
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Type of Societies }!a• of }�ember-
Socie- ship 

ties 
.... _......-..... - - -·

Savings 4-8 l,Jll 
Thrift 109 2,839 
School Thrift 132 11,297 
Thrift & Credit 111,9 10,558 
Consumers 22 3,257 
Froducer/Yark'3ting 33 1,200 
Land Leaso/ . 

La.nd Purch;:i,se 12 089 
Farm Supply 0 

-' 424 
Fishermen 12 315 
Tr;insport l 23
General Purpose 9 301 

' 

536 J?,514 
- ------ ....___,_.,,_ -·

B.G. Co-oper2.tive 
Union Ltd. l 281

B.G. Co-operative 
Credit Union Ltd. l 3

� 

-

statement Showing Financial Position of Co-operative Societies 
_ �· -�---�----___::s at�_t_ __ """_pe ____ c __ em_b"-e .. r_.,'--1...,9...,5.,_?.._. _______ _ 

Ordinar y 
Savings or 
Shares 

$ 

15,275.50 
149,17e.36 

74,259�L!b 
18B, 0L1,S. ll 

85,578.4-5 
?.6,990.96 

72,076.97 
1,653.31 
?., 7L�. 74 
4,349.6:) 

Li2J .17 

621,477.63 

---

---

-

11iiQ11111] .§ 

Speciel 
Savings or 
Denosits 

--r-· 

$ 

1,151.89 
11,365.ee 

J, 160.12 
5,290.e9 

367.35 
1,297 .• 75 

---

26.59 
1J.P3 

---

12.l3

22,686 .L�3 

. . -

Reserve 
Fund 

,, .. 
�r· 

45.48 
1,967.51 

l?.l.19 
6,355.92 
8,670.23 
3,045 .. 02 

168. L�L�
lc.27
16.85

---

---

20,408.91 

Sundry 
Creditors 

� 
'"::' 

16.63 
1,638.06 

305.P9
L!,Ol�,536 .ZJ 
192, 1Ll6. 73 

65,?31.64 

51,220.72 
1,050.86 

63.14 
1,871.40 

622.75 

-

719 ,J 0L�. 05 
-·-� __ ..--,;_,....--==-.r. __ ..,._ ..._,._. __ , .... -� 

--- 230.27 1,641.64 

--- --- ---

. L 

* Includes ,Specirl Reserves total ling t,119, 929. 78

Other 
Li.9_bilities 

-

$ 

E'?.63 
3,953.82 

223.82 
>� 16 ,284)1,J 
* 54,051.81
;,� lr-;,735.87 

�:. 21,169.63 
2,858.96 
2,194.69 

---

lf� 15,210.83 

--

132,826.49 
----.-

__ .,. 

3,610.5e 

---

I11et 
Surplus 

t 

6o6� 18 
12, oe7 .eJ 

3,359.30 
33,344.51 
12,66L�.oo 

5,21C?.59 

255.58 
846. 02
238.33

1,722.69 
428 . L1B 

76,772.51 

565.58 

! ---

Total 
Liabilities 

$ 

17, 178.Jl 
186, 191. L� 

Pl,4B9.78 
653,857.09 
353 ,471:' �57 
11-?, l?0.83 

llt-5,791.34 
6,l�54.0l 
5,273.58 
7,943.69 

16,697.36 

1,593,476.02 

6,o4B.07 

---
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Type of Fixed stock in 
Societies Assets Tra de 

$
,f. 

&..,_vings 360. 00 ---

Thrift 157.72 98.19 
School Thrift ll.J9 193.JJ
Thrift 8- Credit 25,726�98 17.44 
Consumers 60,282.51 66,059.99 
Producer/ 
·Marketing 61,517 . L1B 961.50 

Land Lease/ 
Land Purch2.se l05,191.25 ---

Farm SupPly '676 .. 66 526. 05
Fishermen 2. I 078.93 205.36 
Transport 7,60J.70 ---
General Purpos e 16,026.91 ---

' 

279 ,6J9.53 68, Cbl.86 

B.G. Co-operative 
Union Ltd. J9f'. c6 1,071.72 

H.G. CO-operative 
Credit Uni.on Ltd. --- ---

----- •

statement ShryNing Financial Position of Co-operative Societies 
as at 31st December. 1057. 

Loans Sundry Investments Cash at Cash in 
Debtors Bank Band 

$ t cl.-
·+· $ t 

--- 2.77 450.00· 15, P.35. ll� 38�.14 
Ql,227.79 l,?76.99 0 ,346.25 75,370.93 7 ,47J .24-

--- 56.15 --- 79,458.85 1,574.?9 
525,c19e.93 19 ,970.3L� 13,S-::'5.?l 4? ,643 .96 16,262.87 

677.53 148,426.12 0,010.00 J4-;0J0.61 5,681.JO 

1,339.97 12 ,34<' .65 695.4-7 5,574.58 l--1, 1 346 .41 

16,831.20 1,994.51 --- 14,657 .Jo 2 ,4J4.36 
--- 1,119.32 --- 1,4-15,42 190.82 

1,017 .6l e9.9s --- 799.JO 7v5.94 
--- --- --- --- JJ9.99 
--- --- --- L�90. ll 174.cn

636,993. OJ 185 ,88L�.83 26,026.93 277,276.20 39,607.97 

--- 885.18 2,e23.32 f50.67 19.12 

--- --- --- --- ---

-· 

Other 
�ssets 

. , 
, . 

'.1' 

131.98 
630.89 
182,.41 

2,000.02 
7,967.47 

21°.54 

J,525.15 
2,448.71 

11.28 
---

5.4J 

17,188.88 

---

---

Fet 
Loss 

$ 

15.28 
9.46 
6.66 

ell.34 
28 ,JJ7. 01--1-

32,117.23 

1,097.57 
77.0J 

325.18 
---

---

62,7?6.79 

---

---

Total 
I 

Assets 

$ 

17,17F�31 
186,191. l16

81,489.78 
653,857.09 
353,4-78.57 

119 
I 
120.83 

145,791.34 
6 ,L�54.0l 
5,27J.58 
7 ,94J.69 

16,697 .J6 I

l 
1,593,476.02 

I 

6,048.07 I
I 

I 
---

J 

I 
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ANNUAL 

. . 

1 9 5 8.

DEPAR'J�MENT OF T H E GOVERNMENT A N A L Y S T. 

.• 

To the Honourable Minister, 
• Ministry of Labour� Heal th and Housing.

. I have the honour to submit for the inf'onnation of 
� His Excellency the Governor my report for the year 19:38 on • 

the· work of the Analyst Department. 
;.. 

INTRODUCTOHY: 

2. The number o.! . .' samples and exhibits undertaken for
analysis during the yea11 amoun ted to 4,374. T_his was a 
decrease of 31 515 on the previous year's total and was due 
mainly to the problems of ar1ranger.:ent encountered in carry­
ing out the analytical work of the depo.rtment side by side 
with the building programme in hand. , 

3. As far as could be ascertained, thi� is the first
instance of a comprehensive overhaul of the buiJ.ding during 

, 

80 years of continuous occupation by the GoverIY·.t.nt Labora­
tory. Writing some 63 rears aro, Sir John Harrison, G-overn-
1Mmt Analyst ( 1889-1926) � exp::·,, · sed himself with some f inali cy 
r·egarding the fitness of the ac:comrnodation by the following
brief note:- .... � 

.-;, 
·f 

"On the whole the staff did not suffer in health 
to the snme extent as in the previous year from the 
insani to�1y conditions unfortunately inseparable from 
this lal8ratory." 

By the mid-twentieth century the bui 7_ ,Lin&, and its premises 
had, p3r se� become sufficient and most eloquent reasons f'or 
reconstruction .. 

4. Within th� limits of the siting and frame-work of
the original building, re1�0vation c.nd ir,p1�ovement works in 
1958 have mo.de a great e

1·.ange in the geJ _-- ral appearance of 
the habitation and a be ::ter arrang0ment of the sections of 
the department has been achieved. The programme is unfor­
tunately somevhat behind schedule. When completed it should 
improve materially the health conditions of the department 
and the con venience of the employees; and it is hoped that 
the dericiencies will be rectified in·1959. 

5. Negotiations were continued during the year to·
obtain long overdue senior staff and by yeor-end had reochecL. 
on advanced stage. The post of Senior J• ssistant Government 
Annlyst ho.s been mc.nnt since 1954 and j_b oxpectcd· to bo 
f'illed soon by an officer on secondment for three yenrs from 
Ceylon. Another post to be 1'illed soon is thr t of Scientific 
Officer of the Toxicology and Drugs Division. nne candidate 
was selected during the year for tho award or/·post-gro.duate 
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scholarship in Foods, Drugs and Waters and is expected to 
lenve the department some time in 1959 for training in the 
United Kingdom. 

6. Appendix A of this report gives the totals of
the various kinds or categories of so.mples examined while 
Appendix B shows the total number of samples received from 
each of the various sources. 

CRIMINOLOGICAL AND FORENSIC WORK. 
,, 

Toxicological and Drug Analyses: 

Ill 

7. A total of 167 exhibits were examined for drugs
and poisons. These �-.:1cluded 139 exhibits in cases of 
suspected poisons or· poisoning $ 15 exhibits under the 
Antib:i.otics and the Pharmacy and Poisons Ordinances, 12 
exhibits in cases of suspected drugging and 1 exhibit in 
a case of suspected criminal abrrtion. 

8. The exhibits examined from 79 productions in
cases of suspec�ed poisons or poisoning included:-

-viscero.:
Stomach Contents:
Vomited Matter:
Duodenal Cont1nts�
Intestinal Coµtents:
Bone::� s:

Foods:
Liquids:
Solids:
C�ot�ing and Utensils:

'.Ilotal: 

38 

33 
1 
1 
2 
1 

13 
28 
20 
-2

139 

The -poisons found included cresols ·17, carbolic acid 1, 
formaldehyde 8, cyanide 2, caustic soda 3; alcohol 7,
:! odine 5, barbi tl1rates 3, mercuric: chloride 2, sulphi..:ria, 

- acid 22, hydrochlorie acid 3, acetic acid 1, nitric acid 1,
formic acid 1, arsenic I .1.�, oil of· chP-r,opod iun 1, mer•curo­
chromo 2, potassium pP,rmo.nga.no.te 1 ar:_.-;_. aspir•in 1. No
poison wo.s found in L1.,'..i exhibits.

· · 

9. Of the 15 exhibits submitted in ca.ses �f sus-
pected breac��s of the Antibiotics Ordinance or the Phar­
macy and Poisons Ordinance, one wns found to contain 
aureomycin hydrochloride while three contained Part I 
poisons. The 12 exhibits submitted in cases of suspected 
druggirgyielded results as follows: two contained oil of 
savin $ 1 contci.ined Fersolo.te tablets o.nd 9 contained no 
drug. The drug found in the case of Buspected criminal 
abortion proved to be quinine dihydrochloride. 

10,. Exhil:ii.ts for analJsis for drugs o.nd poisons 
were received from the following sources:-

743 
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The Police Department: 
The Public Hospito.1 9 Georgetown: 
Inspectors of Pharmacies: 
1rhe Department of 1�gricul ture: 
The Department of the Interior: 
The Transport and Harbours 
Department: 

Private Sources: 

Total: 

Road Accidents: 

109 
20 

nil 
5 
2 

20 
11 

167 

11. 'I'wenty-two exhihi ts werl examined in relation to
5 road accidents. 

12. In one case the physical evidence was found to
conflict with the complaint of a cyclist that he was 
tro.velling on a straie;h t course close to the left parapet 
of the road when he was knoclrnd down by a moving car. In 
another case the owner of o. cr1r contended tbat he was not 
in his car when it became involved in an accident, · An 
examination of dusts obtained from his clothing revealed, 
ho�ever, the presence of particles of glass like those 
obtained from his broken wind-shield and from the scene 
of the accident, 

13. 1� hi t--and-run case of some int ere st involved the
examination of a. car anda"badly drunl,;\ged bicycle. ':Phe cyclist 
had lJeen thrown clco.r of' his cycl0 on to the pc1.rapet but was; 
not killed. Eye-witness reports tended to inc:.:imina te the 
car which was rounded up on tl",e. day f'ollowing the o.ccidento 
'.Eherc were many feo.tures in tJ:'1.::: physical evidence which 
pointed to contact between the car and "bicycle; on the other 
hand, the rn:� tur·G of the damage to the bicycle and the sequence­
of movements which had to occur could only be fully explained 
if it could 00 proved that the bumper and radiator of the-car 
hnd been replaced before tho car was called in, but this 
evidence was no".-; found. The scientific evidenc.e contained 
oh:Jm1:mts of use to both sides, only by cross-examinc1tion, and 
it was not called by eithor side. In tho legal proceedings 
which onsued, the caso was contestc0. only on the equally pur­
poseful oye-wi tness testimony ·which each sj_dc found necessary 
to produce, and e, decision wo.s awarded in i'avouri of the de­
fl-,nce. 

Fires: 
" .. �"l. 

14. Sixty-two exhibits YvGre exrunined from 13 su"brnissions
in the investigation of f'iru s. Inf'lammable 11$ tter was found. 
in 19 exhibits and legal proceedings were instituted in two 
cases. The assistance of the Government l.nc.lyst in investiga­
tions at the scenes of fires was sought in 5 cases. 

Burgl.·u•y
2 

L::::�rocmy and Unlawful Pos,;oss:i. '.:in:

15. A total of 182 exb.ibi ts wore 1=JxA.mined in this
0atogory or 0rjmnn. These invo:Lvo(1 the nnalt3is of a vo.rior1. 
assortment of substr.,nces. In most c2cses the r:·,--:.lyses were 
req_uired to Gstnblish the idonti ty of the n1

1 ticlos as such 
�· 
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or in relation to stocks from which they were suspected 
to have been stolen. In other cases examinations were 
required to ascertain the connection of suspects with 
crime scenes or with stolen articles. 

Fraud: 

160 Examinations in this category relate to forged 
currency notes, counterfeit coins, counterfeit jewellery 
and forged documents. The perennial nature of the activi­
ties in manufacturing these products may, perhaps, be due 
to their 11cottage industry" status, a fact which no doubt 
magnifies the difficulty of polic� ng and makes c::mstant 
diffuse action a necessity. Ninety-eight exhibits were 
examined in respect of suspected fraud. 

17. Currency notes submitted amounted to 55 9 of
which 23 came from the Police and 32 from the Commissioners 
of Currency. Only 5 could be reported as g�nuine and having 
no connection with thA making of forged currency notes. 
There were 22 actual :C,.Jrged notes of which 17 were of the 
$20 demonination, 3 of' $10 and one each of $5 nnd $1. 
Twenti-eight other notos, consisting of four $100 notes, 
f'i ve $20 notes, fourteen $10 notes, four· :)5 notes and one 
$1.note, although genuine, were found to have some relation 
tor:2rrn::i.king of for•ged. notes. A further 24 exhibits consist­
ing of a:r,1,,lianc8 s and supplies were· examined to establish 
their• connec�ion with the crime of making forged currency 
notes. 

18. Eleven coins consisting of one 50 cent piece,
nine 25-cent pieces and one 1CJ,.cent piece were submitted 
during the year. All were fot:.nd to bo counterfeit. Two 
bangles sold as gold jewelleI'y were found to be highly de­
ficient in gold. Six documents were submitted in cases of 
suspected fraud involving alterations and simulation of.age. 

M1.1rder and Danr __ Grous Use of Firea:c@.§1. 

19., Twenty-two exhibits were c 'rnmined in three cases 
of suspected murder and two involving the dangerous use of 
firearms. In one case of suspected murder the range of the 
f�tal shot was det0rmined to investigate the possibility of 
shooting in self-defence; i.n another the examination was 
carried out to inquire into the� possib:;li ty of self-destruc­
tion "by o.ccident; in -�.'-ie third the ga:: cnents of a deceased 
person were examined t<; ascertain whether an attempt had 
been made to c.estroy the corpse by fire. In the dangerous 
shooting cases, one required the examination of five rifles 
to discover the weapon from which the crime bullet was fired, 
and thus the probable culprit who fired the shot, the other 
required the examination of two portions of stems to decide 
on two conflicting statements rega1'ding the possibility of 
homicide by shooting with a shot-gun. 

BuBh Rum: 

20. Of 6L� exhibits subrni tted by the Po7 ice 9 47 were
found to be bush rum and 1 wns a W£lf:!h o No bus1" rum was 
found in 15 cases and one was insufficient for analysis. 
The number of' cases investigated. ,,vas 53. 
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Miscellaneous Crimes and Offences: 

21. Fifty-eight exhibits were submitted in respect of
other crimes and offences. These consisted of 12 exhibits 
in cases of malicious injury to persons, 6 in cases of 
identification of persons, 5 in respect of an unnatural 
offence, 11 under the Intoxicating Lig.uors Licensing Ordi- • 
nance, 11 under the Petrolu-.un Ordinance and 13 under the 
Emergency Regulations. 

REVENUE ii\lORK: 

22. Samples examined for the Customs and Excise De-
paPtment amounted to 2,L�17. The nature of these samples 
is shown hereundar:-

(a) For the Tax Ordinance:

Bay Rum
Beer
Bitters
Coloured R um
Cured Rum
Denatured Alcohol
Lees
L:!.nacol
Malt Tonic
Sweets
Tinctures
Vodka
Wines
Wines (Chinese)
Wines (Local)

(b) For the Customs Ordinance:

Fabrics
Gasolene
Ghi
Undisclosed Solid
Tobacco

( c) For the Spirits 02d.inance:

High Wines
Hydrometers
Rum

(d) For the Intoxicating
Liauors Licensing
Ordimmce:

Beer
Rrnn
Stout
Whisky

21 
2 
1 

261 
1353 

10 
8 

54 
2 

114 
171 

2 
18 

4 
--21 

3 
1 
1 
1 

-22 

2 
5 

_.§.2 

17 
165 

1 
1 

·Tdto.l:

59 

96 

184 
2.417 
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THE FOOD AND DRUGS ORDINANCE: 

23. Unfortunately the Food Laboratory has been the
hardest-hit division of the department in the construction 
and rearrangement programme of the year. A total of 693 
samples were examined under the Ordinance and the closely 
allied Coconut Products (Oontrol) Ordinance. The results 
of these examinations are sumrr1arised hereunder: -

Numher of Number Number 
Samples Number found reportod 

Article examined curdled belovv as adul-
stanr. terated 
dard 

Milk 315 40 76 36 
Butter 17 - - -

Deodorised Coconut 
Oil 189 ... 6 6 

Ghi 4 - 4 4 
Phalkaghi 2 - -· -

Lard 16 - -· --

Locally-made Lard. 
Substitute 80 - 4 4 

Margarine 19 - - -

Coffee 50 - 7 7 
Aerated Drinics 1 - - -

TOTAL: 693 40 97 57 

The average proportion of samyles found to be below the 
legal standards was 14.0%) while the average proportion 
pr•oven as having been adulterated was 8.2%. This i:S of 
course an unsatisfactory picture in terms of generally 
acceptable standards of food supply. 

24. A high proportion of milk samples taken from areas

751 

f 

separ•ated from us by slow and difficult transportation arrive 
in a curdled state. These samples have invariably escaped 
the successful institution of legal proceedings and accounts 
for -.the reluctance of sampling officers to submit milk 
samples from such areas. Proposals have been put up for 
dealing with certain areas where speed is necessary between 
the time samples are collected and the commencement of 
analysis. 

25. The totals of samples submitted from various
sources under• the two Ordinances were: -

Police: 350 
Government Public Health: 226 
City Public Health: 105 
Vendors: 12 

1roto.1: 693 

·1
•1 
'
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CONSULTING WORK: 

26. Samples 0xo.mined for industrial nnd commercial
concerns included:-

Boiler Scale 1 
Coconut Oil 3 
Copro. 1 
Copra Meal 5 
Diesel Oil 1 
Fabrics 1 
Fuel Oil 1 
Gases from Ships 18 
Hydrometers 143 
Incrustation from utensil 1 
Kerosene Oil 1 
Liquid for identification 1 
Milk 1 
Molasses 13 
Preserve 1 
Rum, cur•ed 1 2 
Saliva 8 
Soap 1 
Vinegar 3 
Viscera 2 
Vodka 1 
Wine 1 
Water 8 

Total: 228 

27. E�nminations carried out for varions Government
Departments were associated with problems of the following 
types:-

(a) Breaches of contract specifications of supplies,

(b)� the suitability of various surface waters. for use
in concrete-making, 

(c) the reason for the premature collapse of a con­
crete structure,

(d) the cause of damage to e.qrgo,

(e) the poisoning of cattle and the source of the
poison,

(f) the potability of waters,

(g) the prevailing contamination of insulators ex­
posed to sea-air, and

(h) undiagnosed illnesses.

In addition, nine complete specif'i Cl:i t101is 01· clloinical 
inventions were examined for patent purposes in respect of 
vitamins, explosive units, plastic articles, po.per-pulp 
manufacture and the puri�ication of alumina. 

28. The department has also been required to provide
information by telephone, interview and correspondence on 
a varied assortment of commodities and also in the various 
courts of lo.w • 
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COMMITTEES: 

30. During the year the Government Analyst served as
a member of. the following committees and ,sub-commi t.tes:-

... '
,l,. J.,J.j 

( iii) 
(iv) 

Wli�J.�'tivtt 'he ;?'GV-;l.S(:; the- .&ooa. uM Dr0�:.r ����a:rr.oe. 
Committee for the Pure Water Supply Scheme, 
Committee to revise the Chemists and Druggists' 
Training and Examinations Regulations, 

( v) $ub-Committee to study the meaning of Pure
Foods and the defences which should be
available,

(vi) 

( vii) 

Sub.-Committee to study authoritative Pharmacopoeias
and Pharmaceutical Codices,
Sub-Committee to prepare the Food and Drugs Regu­
la.tionso

'
He is also a statutory member of the Pharmacy and Poisons 
Board. 

APPOINTMENTS, RESIGNATIONS. ETC. 

31. It is with great regret that we record the death
of Mr. A.· Khan, 'I'echnical Assistant, Grade B, who died in

-th§ �er�ibe on August 4th., 1958. He was a devoted and

most congenial worker and a shining example of punctuality
ond good attendance in the :depa--rtment. His ·'death marked · 
the end of 40 years -of loyal :ser'.vi ce to the· Colony. ·· : .... 

32.-- , , Mr.· n.-o. Edwards was appointed: Technicai·· Assistant, 
Grade c, with _effect fr.om F_ebru�ry:,1·5tb.., .'1956. 1 • •

.·. �

33;.: Mr. 0.1- deHaan, -Temporary Grade c· Technical Assistant, 
r·esi-gned from, the, Ser.vice on Maren. .6th., 19,58. . . .- .. 

34., M;-�· N. ·Arch�r_. was- ai):poi�ted. Techn:i.6al' Assistant,
Grade• ·c, on S'eptember 8th.,· 1958.- · , i 

• -� ! • 

35. Mro - L·. Ch-in Technical Assistant, Grade B 9 proceeded
to t_he United, Kingdom on August 27th., 195_8, on .a .Gov�r:o.ment 
Condi ti'onal Schlor•ship_ i:n, Bioqheinistry.' · 

36�; • . Miss Y.-D·. Lewi·s·, .caeri:cal Assistant,· was transf·erred 
from tho Department of Agriculture to the Analyst Department 
on June 26th., 1958. 

� .•... , 
. ' . 

J. 

37. Miss P�No Matthews, Clcrico.1 i.ssisto.nt� nP.S trnns-
fo;rrod· from tbo ,_;.nnlyst Dcpc.rtmcnt to the Dopc.rtmc.nt of ·J:,ocal ,, 
Government on Oct,obe,::,_ j4th. , .. 1,958.

� ' . ·-·· . . . " . . ..... ' '  . - ' .. •, ...... �-: -:. �: 

38. Miss S e Benjamin, Senior Clerical Assistant, Wff$ 

transferPed from the Public .Works Department to tne Analyst 
Department" on Oc_tober 18th., }958 o;. . . . , 

.. · 

,· ·• 39. · Mr:. M.M. Khan an:'d Miss B; Annamunth_odoo, me�ical 
students fR:Jrn the University College of the West ,Indies,,acted 

as Technical
° 
Assistants in the department from July to Septem-

ber, 1958. 

.. . 
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40, Miss J. M&eF8.rlane acted as a Clerical Assistant 
from Februar'y to June, 1958 � 

VACATION LE.iiVE: 

41, Mr. L.S. Chin, Technical Assistant, Grade A 
retul'ned to the Colony on April 29th., 1958, after a 
vacation leave of' 8 months /;l.:t;1d·9·d0ys.

42. Miss s. Delph, Senior Clerical Assistant, re-
turned from 6 months' vacatlon leave on June 10th., 1958, 
and was sec,cmded to the Department of Inland Revenue. 

,..111-_;; 

43, M�� C.B. McWatt, Technical Assistant, Grade A 
proceed0d on 6 months' Vacation leave on September 2�-th., 
1958. 

EXPEl\:'DI'l'URE: 

., 
f ► 

f ' 

4L�. µ'he vote passed for the department amounted to 
$63,420,00, made up us follows:-

Per�onal Emoluments: 
Other Charges: 
Bxtraord.inary: 

TOTAL: 

$41,770,00 
7,150.00 

14,500.00 

$63,420.00 
·.a.

+ J., 

A supplcmrntary vote on Sub-Head 7, Extraordinary Expendi-
ture, amounting to $753,00 was granted for certain items 
of eQuipment since these had been.provided for and ordered 
in 1957 but w0re delivered in 1958, thereby causing the 
1957 pPovi s,10.n to lapse. Notwithstanding this, the ex-• 
pendi ture on the total head was hold within the or•iginal 
vote passed by the Legislature, since savings from unf'illed 
vacanciGs amounted to $7 � 406, 86. 'l'he actual expendi tuI•e on 
the head was $56,532.45. 

CONCLUSION: 

45. Another difficult year has passed. Instability of
number·s in the laboratory assistant grAde, while ·upsetting .,

in itseJ.f 9 assumes a r1elatively insignificant place when 
compared with the pl'oti-actccl shortage of Senior Staff. As 
stated ear·li0r in this I'oport, some measure of relief is ,.
expe ctod soon; and. it is hoped that further temporary ·
assistance of a:, like: kind will become available pendi:1;1.g 
the return of those officers who are now in training in the. 
United Kingdom. 

•·

r· ..... 

75
1

7 

... . ·-� 
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.h.PPE!IDIX A 

·-· 

List of. Articles submitted for o.xo.minatj_on dur'ing 1958. 

Articles in cases of Abortion 
Articles 9 Viscerc 9 Etc. for Poisons 
Articles under thu J .. ntibiotics c..nd Pho.rmacy 

and Poisons Ordinances 
Articles under the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance 
Articles in cases of suspected Arson 
Articles in cases of Injury to Persons 
Articles for Identification cf Forsons 
Articles irt cases of Burglary, Larceny 9 etc. 
Articles in cases of suspected Murder 
Articles in cnses of Unnatural Offences 
Articles in cases of Motor Accidents 
Articles under the Petroleum Ordinance 
Articles under th0 �ngency Regulations 
Bay Rum 
Beer 
Bitters 
Boiler Scale 
Bush Rum and its materials 
Butter 
Cement 
Chemico.ls Patents 1

" 

Coconut Oil 9 edible 
Coffee .• •· 
Concrete Blocks • 
Copr0. � 

' ...Copra Meo.l 
Counterfeit Coins 
·Counterfeit Jewellery
Denatured Alcohol
Diesel Oil
Dieselene ,·• • 
Fabrics

•

• 

♦ 

Forged Currency Notes and Mnterials
Forged Documents
Fuel Oil
'Gas Oil
G0.s on Ships
Ghi
High Wines
HyC.:.rometers
Incrustation on Concrete
Incrustation on Galvanised Bucket
Kerosene Oil
Lard
Lard Substitute
Lees
Limncol
Liquid
Mnlt Tonic
Margarine
Milk
Milk sediment
Molasses
Preserve, Fruit and Rum
Rum, Coloured Hi3h-stren2;th
Rum 9 Cured

•

1 
139 

15 
4 

62 
12 

6 
182 
22 

5 
22 
11 
13 
21 

·, 19
1 
1 

64 
17 
1 
9 

234 
50 

2 
1 
5 

11 
2 

10 
1 
1 
4 

79 
6 
1 
1 

18 
5 
2 

148 
1 
1 
1 

16 
80 

8 
54 

1 
•. 2 

.19 
316 
. 1 
13 
. 1 

261 
1628 

► • Carf>.ied .,Forward: 3 611 
. � � 

• 
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Soap 
Soap Compound
Solid 
Soya Bean Oil
Stc:,ut 

_....,. 
. 

•• 

APPENDIX A (CONT'D) 

Brought 

• 

Porward: 

Swabs from Race-horses
Sweets 
Tinctures 
'robacco 
Vinegar
Vodka 
Wines 
Wines �Chinese)
1/Vine s Local) 
Whislcy • 

Waters 

Total: 

.. , 
·""'
. •' 

• • 

... ,'! 

·•

:/'· 
� I 

�f, 

• ♦ , • . 

J 

. 

. .
. . 

7G'i 

3611 

11 
1 

1 
12 

' .,..-

/l. 
'8 .. 

114 
171 

53 
3 
2 

19 
4 

57 
1 

305 

Li-,374 

•· '•

1 

• 

,, 

� 

� 
.. 

•�. ·i .. 
.. ,+� 

� 'f' 

" 

� 
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APPENDIX B 

Sources from whj_ch so.mples were received: 

(a) Departments of the Central Government:

(b) 

Agriculture 
Currency 
Customs and Excise 
Drainage and Irrigaticn 
Fire ProtectLm 
Inter·ior 
Labour , 
Medical 
Patents� Designs & Trade Marks 
Police 
Post Office ( Telecommunice.tions) 
Prisons 
Public Works 
Pure Water Supply Scheme 
Rural Electri?ication Scheme 
Supplies and P�ices 
Transport and Harbours 

•; 
Loctl_Authorities: 

Georgetown Municipality· 
New Amsterdam Municipality 

• 

(c) Non-Governmental Sources:

Merchants, Manufacturers &
small traders 

• 

• 

• 

"' 

. .. 

6 
32 

2 j 417 
205 

2 

2 
1 

,�47 
'<.,· . 9 

944 
1 

3 
1 

66 
5 

54 
20 

131 
nil 

Total 

4,015 

131 

228 228 

Total: 4,374 

. ' 

.• 
763 

• 

>.-




