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approximately 7 cents for each selected nut, exclusive

ol cost of transportation. The percentage Lermlnatlon

ol' nuts purchesed varicd from 42 to b5. Pelore seedlings
are distributed o final selection 1s wmade in the nurseriss
based on vigour and general appearance of the plants.

In eddition to the nurseries =t the Station which are the
lergest, there are nurseries atl Wnim, Corentyne, Suddie,
Bssequibo Coast, and in Moruks, Horth Weot District. A
permanent grove is in the process of esteblishment at the
Central Agricultural Stastion using seedlings obtained from
specially selected palme, Kudzu is recommended Tor inter-
cropping in coconut plantetions, .

22l. Pertilizer experiments were continued during the
year on farmers' holdings and in many instances significant
responses to limestone in particuler, and 2 mixture ol
nitrogen, phosphate and potas51um_wor9 obtained, On one
coconut plﬂntation gituated at the mouth of the Fomeroon
River and on its right bank, msture coconut trees were dying
The recommended applicetions of fertilizer by this Depart-
rent which include twenty pounds of ground limestone per
tree applied once in about three to four years depending
on the condition of the trees, Tour pounds of sulphate of
ammonla, three pounds of triple superphosphate znd three
pounds of muriate o’ potesh, per tree, were glven and the
treated trees gave cconomic increasses in yield and only
one tree in the cxperiment died., This trisl has been in
progress or aboub two years. The sbove Tormula corresponds
Yo 10 pounds per troce of an 8:12:15 mixturs. In the
Pomeroon River, remote from ils mouth, wWiere mature and
bearing trees hav been dying at an Iincreasing rate,
fertilizer expebiments have shown thst the desth rate was
reduced somewhat by tho use of lime, wmized fertilizers of
WPK and magnesium e&nd in soms 1notﬁnces the 1ifs ol the
palms was prolonged, IHowever, it is evident that the soil
o' this ares where the desth rftc ig alarmingly high is
ol & pepassy nature snd is unsultable Tor coconubts, The
Department « Agriculture is not recommending bonuses Tor
new plentings of coconuts on pegasse (peaty) soils,

Prsts and Disecasges

L2E A large number of trees died during the year from
Bronze Leafl Wilt disease which was observed in various parts
of' the coconub producing scrocas. but rot (Phytophtora
palmivora) was slso observed, but © incidance ol this
dicgease was not very high to CAuse anv serious damege.

225. The coconut caterpillar (Dreossolis sophorae) de-
Toliated many trees in Derbice, Lssequibo and Demerars,
The most sovers sbtacl oceurred on a plentetion &t
Chapman Grove, on the Bast Coast of Demerars whore over
150 acrus were affected, land-cleening of the trecs was
the only method adopted Tor contrelling the pest,

22% The coconut moth borer (Cratnia daedalus) con-
tinued Lo affect production of coconubs in the countwy.
Lffective control of this pest bes been obteined by spray-
ing with = one por coent solution of dieldrin end where this
practice has boen adopted on plontations, increase in yleld
of nuts per Ltrec bag resulted, Observalional trials
have been sterted on a few plantstions in corder to inves-
tigate whether there was any roclationship between manurial
treatmaenl ol treaes snd the incidence of Caztnls The pre-
liminery indicetions ere that fortilizer tre catment did
net seem to have any beneficial elffecct on the control of
the pest. The trials are being conbtinued when esonflrma-
tory evidence should be ontained.
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225, The Rhynchophorus besetle (iZhynchophorus
palmarum) occurred in one coconut plantetion in Wakenasam,
Lssequibo island, but no sericus damage was done., The
tree nesting ants (Azects) occurred on many coconut planta-
tions on the Bast Coast of Domsrara, Heavy infestations
of the sceles (Aspidiotus distructor) were observed on
coconut trees in various parts of tne country, especlally
on trees wiere the agronomic conditions were poor. Thers
was no new outbreak of the locust (Tropidacris lasbreillei),

GITRUS

2206, Fertiliser triasls continued at Plantation
Georgia, lelft bank of the Demerars Hiver, on the banks
ol the Pomeroon River, at Bertica, end in the North West
Pistrict, have further indliceted thet an 8:12:15 mixture
of N, P and K at the rate of 5 to 8 1b, per bearing trce
twice per annum end just belfore the bearing period has
given signilicant responses In increasead number of fruits
ol good quality and in saddition the trecs hed a healthy
appearance, About 10 1b. of ground limestone once in two
Lo three years proved benolicial. At Bartica, where the
soll is sandy, about eight pounds of the fertiliser mixturc
wes used In one applicetion per tree end the results were
most satisfactory. In the Poweroon iHiver, where the soil
is pepesse (peat) of nearly thrae TIsot in depth, limestone
ls essential in sdditlion Lo the recommended mixture of NPK.
Meny Tarmers are convinced with the benelicial results ob-
tained from the use of forbtilizer on this crop end they
are lertilizing their trees, Trees which had not borne
Truit Tfor 25 years since they were planted are now giving
g8 satisfactory crop through the ¢ "Jicient vse of
fertilizers, Tn the North West District vhere the soil
is of ironstone formation (lateritic cloy) excellent
responses were obtained Crom application of Tertilisers,
There 1s some indicetion ol mengencse deficiency 2nd triels
are proceeding in order to obtain conlirmatory svidence.
The orchsrd at Hosororo is beins extended. At EbiIni, on
the Livestock Stetion, right bsnk of the Bezrbice River,
zinc deliclency wes observed on tho majority of citrus
trees, Trecatment with zinc sulphste gave marked responscs.
At the ventral Agricultursl Statlion verietiss of orenges
and prapelfruit Importced from Trinidad have bheen established,
On meny o the Government Lend Settlewents, citrue.is being
grown by the settlers.

Prstas and Discanes

227, Brown rot discsse (Phytophthors sp.) cecurred on
one citrus estate on the West Denly, Demersra. Sprayving
with Perenox ot the rate of 5 1b., in 100 zallons applied
witlhh a Hotoblo snd completely wetting the tree gave
elfoctive control of this discase,

228,  The citrus Blasck Pee (Melipona gulamea b caused
considerable damage to moturing fruits In meny citrus
crchards in Demerara, Pomercon, North West District =nd
Bast Danl, Berbice, Repeated spreyings of a belt of
Malathion and suger were necessery to control this pest.
lleavy infestations of scale insecte (Chionsspis eitri,
Orthersia insipnis), Aonidislls sursntii, Pajlococcus beckii,
Lepidegaphos beckii) were obssrved especizlly on trees
where the agronomic conditions Tor th» crop wers not
satislactory. Infestations of the citrus aphids
(Toxoptera 8p.) were conbtrolled with nicotine and malathion
sprays.

229, Gummosis disease (Phytophthors infestens) was
responsible for the death of s Jargs number of lime
seedlings on the Leot Benk, Berbice.



























































































































