
RULES MADE UNDER SECTION 77 (C) OF THE SUPREME 
COURT ORDINANCE. CHAPTER 7 

We, JOSEPH ALEXANDER LUCKHOO. Acting Chief Justice, 
WILLIAM ADRIAN DA TE, KEJTH LYNDELL GORDON, 
ROBERT SYDNEY MILLER, Puisne Judges of the Supreme 
Court of British Guiana, with the advice and assistance of 
SIDNEY LYONS VAN BATENBURG ST AFFORD, Queen's 
Counsel, and CARLOS GOMES, Solicitor, being a majority of 
the Rule-making Authority under the powers conferred by the 
Supreme Court of Judicature Ordinance and all powers and 
authorities thereunto enabling do hereby_ make the following 
Orders and Rulcs:--

l. These Rules may be cited as the Supreme Court (Amendment)
Rules, 1960, and shall be construed and read as one with the 
Supreme Court Rules, 1955, hereinafter referred to as the Prin­
cipal Rules and any rules amending the same. 

2. The Principal Rules are hereby amended -
(a) by the insertion immediately after the definition of the term
"solicitor" in Order 1, rule 4 of the following definition -

" 'solicitor on the record' means the solicitor of or for a party, 
and includes, and shall be deemed always to have included, 

· every solicitor named in the authority filed under Order 3
rule 8, Order 6 rule 5 or Order JO rule 5 ;"; 

(b) by the addition to Order 6 of the following rules -

"Power of 

Solicitor on 
record to act 

through other 
solicitor. 

5. ( l) A solicitor who is a partner or employer of,
or who is employed by the solicitor on the record or 
any solicitor additional to him subsequently author­
ised in writing by any party shall be entitled to act 
for and on behalf of the solicitor on the record without 
giving notice of change of solicitor. 

(2) The authority to an additional solicitor shall
be filed in the Registry and shall thereupon become 
effective. 

( 3) A solicitor on the record may appoint
another solicitor to act as his agent in any cause or 
matter, and any solicitor so appointed may do any act 
which the solicitor appointing him is authorised to do. 

( 4) Where any solicitor is acting for and on be­
half of, or as agent of, another solicitor, he shall so 
state and shall add to his own name or firm and place 
of business the name or firm and place of business 
of the solicitor on the record in any writ, summons 
or document issued or signed by him. 
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6. The solicitor on the record shall remain respon­
sible and liable for aJl acts or defaults of any solicitor
acting for him under the provisions of Rule 5 of this
Order.

7. Every �olicitor on the record shall on demand in
writing made by or on behalf of any other party to
the cause or matter declare forthwith in writing
whether any act done in his name or by any other
solicitor in that cause or matter has been done with
his authority or privity; and if such solicitor on the
record shall declare that the act was not done by
him with his authority or privity all further proceed­
ings in that cause or matter shall be stayed and no
further proceedings shall be taken without leave of
the Court or a Judge.

8. ( l) Where a solicitor on the record has died or
become insolvent or cannot be found or has been
struck off the Roll or has otherwise ceased to act
and the party for whom he has acted has not given
notice of change of solicitor or notice of intention to
act in person ~in accordance with the provisions of
Rules 3 and 4 of this Order, any other party to the
cause or matter may, on notice to be served on the
first-named party personaUy or by pre-paid post letter
addressed to his last-known place of address, unless
the Court or Judge otherwise directs, apply to the
Court or Judge for an order declaring that the solicitor
has ceased to be the solicitor acting for the first­
named party in the cause or matter, and the Court
or Judge may make an order accordingly.

(2) Where the order is made, the party applying
for the order shall serve on every other party to the 
cause or matter (not being a party in default as to 
entry of appearance) a copy of the said order and 
also leave at the Registry a certificate signed by the 
applicant or his solicitor that the order has been duly 
served as aforesaid. Thereafter unless and until the 
first-named party shall either appoint another solicitor 
or else give such an address for service as is required 
.of a party acting in person, and shall comply with 
the provisions of Rules 3 and 4 of this Order relating 
to notice of appointment of a solicitor or notice of 
intention to act in person, any documents in respect 
of which personal service is not requisite may be 
served on the party so in default by being filed in the 
Registry. 

9. The Crown Solicitor may issue any writ, summons
or other document originating proceedings or enter
appearance in any cause or matter in the name of
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the Crown Soiicitor without filing any written 
authority as required by Order 3 Rule 8 or Order 10 
Rule 5."; 

( c) by the insertion after Order 59 of the following Order -

ORDER 60 

Costs in Non-Contentious Business 
1. In this Order except where the context otherwise requires, the

following expressions h::ive the following meanings respectively, that 
is to say -

"client"' includes any person who, as a principal or on behalf of 
another, or as a trustee or executor, or in any other 
capacity, has power, express or implied, to retain or 
employ, and retains or employs or is about to retain 
or employ, a solicitor, and any person for the timto being 
liable to pay to a solicitor for bis services any costs; 

·'contentious business" means business done or transacted as
solicitor or for the purposes of proceedings instituted in 
any Court or in or for the purposes of proceedings 
instituted or carried on before any court, or before any 
arbitrator appointed under the Arbitrntion Ordin:.mce or Cap. 38• 

under these Rules not being non-contentious or common 
form probate business; 

"conveyance" means any assurance for transporting, transferring, 
leasing, assigning, surrendering or otherwise alienating or 
disposing of land or an interest in land; 

.. costs" includes fees, charges, disbursements, exp.:nses and 
remuneration; 

"non-contentious business" means any business done as a solicitor 
which is not contentious business and includes all 
dealings in registered land under the land Registry Ordi­
nance, 1959. 

"solicitor" includes his personal representatives or assignees. 

2. A solicitor and his client may, either before or after or in the
course of the transaction of any non-contentious business by the 
solicitor make an agreement as to the remuneration of the solicitor in 
respect thereof. 

3. The agreement may provide for the remuneration of the solicitor
by a gross sum, or by commission or percentage, or by salary, or other­
wise, and it may be made on the terms that the amount of the remun­
eration therein stipulated for either shall or shall not include all or any 
disbursements made by the solicitor in respect of searches, plans, 
travelling, stamps, fees or other matters. 

4. The agreement shall be in writing and signed by the person to
be bound thereby or his agent duly authorised in writing in that behalf. 

5. The agreement may be sued and recovered on or set aside in
the like manner and on the like grounds as an agreement not relat.ing: 
to the remuneration of a solicitor: 
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requmng any sum to be paid into court order that the bill shall be; 
taxed and that no action shall be commenced thereon until the taxation 
is completed. 

18. If no such application is made within the period mentioned in
the last foregoing rule, then on the apphcation either of the solicitor 
or of the party chargeable with the bill, the court may, upon such 
terms, if any. as it thinks fit (not being terms as to the costs of the 
taxation), order -

(a) that the bill shall be taxed;
(b) that, until the taxation is completed, no action shall

be commenced on the bill, and any action already
commenced be stayed;

Provided that -
(i) 

( ii) 

if twelve months have expired from the delivery of the 
bill, or if the bill has been paid, or if judgment bas been 
obtained in an action for the recovery of the costs covered 
thereby, no order shall be made on the application of the 
party chargeable with the bill except in special circum­
stances and, if an order is made. it may contain such 
terms as regards the costs of the taxation as the court may 
think fit; 
in no event shall any such order be made after the expir­
ation of twelve months from the payment of the bill. 

19. Every order for the taxation of a bill shall require the taxing.
officer to tax not only the bill but also the costs of the taxation and to 
certify what is due to or by the solicitor in respect of the bill and in 
respect of the costs of the taxation. The provisions of Order 49 shall 
apply to such taxation so far as they are applicable. 

20. lf after due notice of any taxation either party thereto fails to
attend, the taxing officer may proceed with the taxation ex parte.

21. Unless -
(a) the order for taxation was made on the application of the

solicitor and the party chargeable does not attend the
taxation; or

(b) the order for taxation otherwise provides, the costs of the
taxation shall be paid according to the event of the tax­
ation, that is to say, if one-sixth or if not less than onie­
half of the bill is in respect of costs for which there is
no scale charge then one-fifth of the amount of the bill
is taxed off, the solicitor shall pay the costs, but other­
wise the party chargeable shall pay the costs:

PROVIDED THAT the taxing officer may certify any special 
circumstances rielating to the bill or the taxation thereof to the court, 
and the court may make thereon any such order as it thinks fit respect­
ing the payment of the costs of the taxation. 

22. The court may on application of the party chargeable therewith 
or entitled thereto make an order for the delivery by a solicitor of a 
bill of costs and for the delivery up of, or otherwise in rela1tion to, any 
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deeds, documents, or papers in his possession, custody or power, with­
out requiring any sum to be paid into court and on payment of the 
sum of $5.00 in respect of Registrar's fees. 

23. The bill of costs of a solicitor may include costs payable in,
discharge of a liability properly incurred by the solicitor on behalf of 
the party to be charged with the bill ( including Counsel's fees) not­
withstanding that those costs have not been paid before the delivery 
to that party of that bill. 

24. Subject to the provisions of this Order, no action shall be
brought to recover any costs due to a solicitor until one month afteir 
a bill thereof has been delivered in accordance with the requirements 
set out in the next following rule: 

PROVIDED that, if there is probable oause for believing that the 
party chargeable with the costs is about to quit British Guiana, or to 
become an insolvent, or to compound with his creditors, or to do any 
other act which would tend to prevent or dlelay the solicitor obtaining 
payment, the court may, notwithstanding that one month has not 
expired from the delivery of the bill, order that the solicitor be at liberty 
to commence an action to recover his costs and may order those costs 
to be taXl,ed. 

25. The requirements referred to in the foregoing rule arc that a
bill must -

(a) be signed by the solicitor, or if the costs are due to a
firm, either in his own name or in the name of the firm,
or be enclo5ied in, or accompanied by, a Jetter which is so
signed and refers to the bill; and

(b) be delivered to the party to be charged therewith, either
personally or by being sent to him by post to, or left for
him at, his place of business, dwelling-house, or last
known place of abode;

and where a bill is proved to have been delivered in compliance with 
those requirements, it shall not be necessary in the first instance for the 
solicitor to prove the contents of the bill and it shall be presumed, until 
the contrary is shown, to be a bill bona fide complying with this Order. 

26. Every application for an order for the taxation of 0 solicitor's
bill or for the delivery of such a bill and the delivery up of any deeds, 
documents and papers by a solicitor shall be made in the matter of 
that solicitor. 

27. The certificatje of the taxing officer by whom any bill has been
taxed shall, unless it is set aside or altered by the court, be final as to 
the amount of the costs covered thereby, and the court may make such 
order in relation thereto as it thinks fit, including, in a case where the 
retainer is not disputed, an order that judgment be entered for the sum 
certified to be due with costs. 

28. The fees specified in Part VI of App,endix Z shall be charged
and demanded received retained or recovered by and shall be payable 
in advance to the Registrar in respect of the acts matters and thinos 
specified in the said Part."; 

0 
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(d) by the insertion after Appendix Y of the following

Appendix -
APPENDIX Z 

PART I 

Conveyancing 

PART II 

Estate Duty and Probate 

PART 111 

Other non-contentious Bu5iness 

PART lV 

Travelling 

PARTY 

Non-contentious Business 

PART VI 

Registry Fees 


















