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WE THE PEOPLE OF THE CO-OPERATIVE RE'PUBLIC OF GUYANA, 

the proud heirs of the indomitable spirit and uncon­
querable will of our forefathers who by their sacri­
fices, their blood and their labour made rich and 
fertile and bequeathed to us as our inalienable patri­
mony for all time this green land of Guyana: 

SALUTING 

ACCLAIMING 

INSPIRED 

CONSCIOUS 

HAVING 

ESTABLISHED 

PLEDGED 

DEDICATED 

the epic struggles waged by our forefathers for free­
dom, justice and human dignity and their relentless 
hostility to imperialist and colonial domination and all 
other forms and manifestations of opp.ression; 

those immortal leaders who in the vanguard of battle 
kept aloft the banner of freed:om by the example of 
their courage, their fortitude and their martyrdom, 
whose names and deeds being forever enshrined in our 
hearts we forever respect, honour and revere; 

by the glorious victory of 26th May, 1966, when after 
centuries of heroic resistance and revolutionary en­
deavour we liberated ourselves from colonial bondage, 
won political independ.ence and became free to mould 
our own destiny; 

of the fact that to bring about conditions necessary for 
the full flowering of the creative genius of the people 
of Guyana formal political sovereignty must be com­
plemented by economic indepenuence and cultural 
emancipation; 

the Republic on 23rd February, 1970, to reinforce our 
determmation to chart an inaep,endent course of de­
velopment in conformity with our historical experience, 
our cultural heritage and our common aspirations; 

to defend our national sovereignty, to respect human 
dignity and to cherish and uphold t1he principles of 
freedom, equality and democracy and all other funda­
mental human rights; 

to the principles that the p,eople of Guyana are entitled 
as of right to enjoy the highest possible standard of 
living and quality of life consistent with their work and 
the possibilities of the country's resources; 
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CONVINCE'D that the organisation of the State and society on social­
ist principles is the only means of ensuring social and 
economic justice for all of the people of Guyana; and, 
therefore, 

BEING 
MOTIVATED and guided by the principles of socialism; 

BEING OPPOSED to all social, economic and political systems which 
permit the exploitation of man by man; and 

ACKNOWLEDG- our common purpose of national cohesion and our 
ING common destiny as one people and one nation: 

DO SOLEMNLY to establish the State on foundations of social and 
RESOLVE economic justice, and accordingly by popular consen­

sus, after full, free and open discussion, debate and 
participation, 

DO ADOPT the following -

The f°''�t,.. 
iin tr:::.,nsit�o::i 

\.., 
l.JJ·CU;'.:}_j..:;m, 

T:i,c 
i.,...; ... ,�u::cirrJ' .. 

Tho 
c:t·11 :•'I'•'. 
T:10 f.:.1-::;. 

CONSTITUTION OF GUYANA 

PART 1 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

CHAPTER I 

THE STATE AND THE CONSTITUTION 

1. GuyJna is an indivisible, secular, democratic sove-
reign Et 1te in the course of transition from capitalism to socialism 
and shall be kn:Jwn as the Co-operative Republic of Guyana. 

2. 'The territory of the State comprises the areas that
immcdit..telv belore the commencement of this Constitution were 
ccmpris�d in the area of Guyana together with such other areas 
as may be declared by Act of Parliament to form part of the 
territc-ry of the State. 

3. The capital of the State is the city of Georgetown.

4. The national flag of the State is the flag known ::s
"The Golden Arrow Head". 
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5. The coat of arms of the State is that in use at the
commencement of this Constitution. 

6. The national anthem of the State is the anthem
known as "Green Land of Guyana". 

7. It is the duty of every citizen of Guyana wherever
he may be and of every person in Guyana to respect the national 
flag', the coat of arms, the national anthem and· the Constitution 
of Guyana, and to treat them with due and proper solemnity on 
all occasions. 

8. This Constitution is the supreme law of Guyana
and, if any other law is inconsistent with it, that other law shall, 
to the extent of the inconsistency, be void. 

CHAPTER II 

PRINCIPLES AND BASES OF THE POLITICAL, ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL SYSTEM 

9. Sovereignty belongs to the peopfa, who exercise it
through their representatives and the democratic organs estab .. 
lished by or under this Constitution. 

10. The right to form political parties and their freedom
of action are guaranteed. Po1itical parties must respect the 
principles of national sovereignty and of democracy. 

11. Co-operatives, trade unions and all socio-economic
organisations of a national character are entitled to participate 
in the various management and dedsion-making processes of 
the State and particularly in the political, economic, social and 
cultural sectors of national life. 

12. Local government by freely elected representatives
of the people is an integral part of the democratic organisation 
of the State. 

13. The principal objective of the political system of
the State is to extend socialist democracy by providing increasing; 
opportunities for the participation of citizens in the management 
and decision-making processes of the State. 

14. The supreme goal of the e"onomic system which is
being establi�hed in the State is the fullest possjble satisfaction 
of the people's growing material, cultural and intellectual re-
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. quirements, as well as . the development of their personality and 
their socialist relations in society. 
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15.(1) In order to achieve economic independe·nce as the �1i��. 
imperative concomitant of its political independence, the State 
will revolutionise the national economy. 

(2) The national economy of the State will be based
upon the social ownership of the means of production and the 
. eventual abolition of internal arrangements and relationships 
which perm.it the exploitation of man by man. 

(3) The economy will develop in accordance with the
economic laws of socialism on the foundation of socialist relations 
of production and development of the production forces. 

(4) National economic planning shall be the basic
principle of the development and management of the eC'onomy. 
It shall provide for the widest possible participation of the people 
and their socio-economic organs at enterprise, community, 
regional and national levels, and shall also provide continuous 
opp,ortunity for the working people to exercise initiative and to 
. develop a spirit of creativity and innovation. 

16. Co-operativism in practice shall be the dynamic
principle of socialist transformation and shall pervade and 
inform all interrelationships in the society. Cc-operativism 
is rooted in the historical experience of the people, is based on 
self-reliance, is capable of releasing the productive energies of 
the people, and is a unifying principle in the total ctevelopment 
of the nation 

17. The existence of privately owned economic enter-
prises is recognised. Such enterprises must satisfy social needs 
and operate within the regulatory framework of national policy 
and the law. 

18. Land is for social use and must go to the tiller.

Econ,omic 
role 01f 
c,o-opera• 
t�vi:sm. 

Pl'lvalte 
elllt·erpirise. 

:Lattid lliO 
lthe tiller. 

19. Every citizen has the rig'ht to own personal propertv Pe.rsooo1 

·which includes such assets as dwelling houses, farmsteads, tools Pl'IJJPerty. 

and equipment, motor vehicles and bank accounts.

20. The right of inheritance is guaranteed.

21. The source of the growth of social wealth and of

the well-being of the people, and of each individual, is the labour 
of the people. 

iR:1,ghlt of 
inher.:,t­
runce. 

Ro,Ie Of 
laibo•ur. 
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22.(1) Every citizen has the right to work and its free 
selection in accordance with social requirements and personal 
qualifications. He has the right to be rewarded according to the 
nature, quality and quantity of his work. Women and men have 
the right to equal pay for equal work. 

(2) Socially useful activity is an honourable duty of
every citizen able to work. The right to work implies a corres­
ponding duty to work. 

(3) The right to work is guaranteed -

(i) by social ownership of the means of production,
distribution and exchange;

(ii) by socialist planning, development and man­
agement of the economy;

(iii) by planned and progressive growth of the
socialist productive forces and labour produc ..
tivity;

(iv) by consistent implementation of scientific prin­
ciples and new and ap,propriate techniques;

(v) by continuous education and training of
citizens;

{vi) by socialist labour laws; and 

{vii) by sustained efforts on the oart of the Sta�e, 
co-operatives, trade unions and other socio­
economic organisations and the people working 
together to develop the economy in acrordan,.·e 
with the foregoing p.rinciples in order to in­
crease continuously the country's mate,rial 
wealth, expand. empfoyment op.portunities, im­
prove working conditions and progressively 
increase amenities and benefits. 

23. Every citizen has the right to rest, recreation and
leisure. The State in co .. o,peration with co .. operatives, tran � 
unions and other socio-economic organisations will guarantee t'ci, 
right by prescribing hours and conditions of work and by eFtrb­
lishing holiday arrangements for workers, inclmiing a comp�cx 
of cultural, educational and health institutions. 

24. Every citizen has the right to free mc-z i,.,::il attention
and also to social care in case of old age and disability . 
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25. Every citizen has a duty to participate in activities
designed to improve the environment and protect the health of 
the nation. 

26. Every citizen has the right to proper housing �Jf:} roo

accommodation. ng. 

27. Every citizen has the right to free education from :.���%i.
nursery to university as well as at non-formal places where oppor-
tunities are provided for education and training. 

2•8. Every young person has the right to ideological, Yowth. 

social, cultural and voeational development and to the opportuni-
ty for responsible participation in the development of the 
socialist order of society. 

29.(1) Women and men have equal rights and the :,iuality 
same legal status in all spheres of political, economi,c and social women.

life. All forms of discrimination against women on the basis of 
their sex are ille,gal. 

(2) The exercise of women's rights is ensured by
according women equal access with men to academic, vocational 
and professional training, equal opportunities in employment, 
remuneration and promotion, and in social, political and cultural 
activity, by special labour and health protection measures for 
women, by providing conditions enabling, mothers to work, and 
by legal prote.ction and material and moral support for mothers 
and children, including paid leave and other benefits for mothers 
and expectant mothers. 
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30. Children born out of wedlock are entitled to the Eqwaa.tty 

same legal rig:hts and legal status as are enjoyed by children � i�;i­
born in wedlock. All forms of discrimination against children on ��td�k.the basis of their being: born out of wedlock are illegal. 

31. It is the duty of the State to protect the just right.�
.and interests of citizens resident abroad. 

32. It is the joint duty of the State, the society and
every citizen to combat and prevent crime and other violations of 
the law ,and to take care of and protect public property. 

33. It is the duty of every citizen to defend the State.

Pnotec1ti,01n 
of cilb:zens 
.re:sild.e'lt 
a.'broold. 

Du•ty · to 
prevenlt 
crilme and 
p�,-11ec;t 
public 
p,riO!p'erfy. 

Duty to 
defend 
Sltlalte. 
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34. It is the. duty of the State to enhance the cohesive-
ness of the society by eliminating discriminatory distinctions 
between classes, between town and country, and between mental 
and physical labour. 

35. The State honours and respects the diverse cultural
strains which enrich the society and will seek constantly to pro­
mote national app,reciation of them at all levels and to develop 
out of them a socialist national culture for Guyana. 

36. In the interests of the present and future genera-
tions, the State will protect and make rational use of its land, 
mineral and water resources, as well as its fauna and flora, and 
will take all appmpriate measures to conserve and improve the 
environment. 

37. The State supports the legitimate aspirations of
other peoples for freedom and independence and will establish 
relations with all s:tates on the basis of sovereign equality, mutual 
respect, inviolability of frontiers, territorial integrity of states, 
peaceful settlement of disputes, non-intervention in internal 
affairs, resp,ect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
and co-operation among States. 

38. It is the duty of the State, co-operatives, trade
unions, other socio�economic organisations and the people 
through sustained and disciplined endeavours to achieve the 
highest possible levels of production and productivity and to 
develop the economy in order to ensure the realisation of the 
rights set out in this Chapter. 

39. It is the . duty of Parliament, the Government, the
courts and all other public agencies to be guided in the discharge 
of their functions by the principles set out in this Chapter, and 
Parliament may provide for any of those principles to be en­
forceable in any court or tribunal. 

CHAPTER III 

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OF THE INDIVIDUAL 

Foodaimen­
ltal rights 
ian.d !free­
doms .of 
the 
iinrlliividuiall. 

40.(1) Every person in Guyana is entitled to the basic right 
to a happy, creative and productive life, free from hunger, 
disease, ignorance and want. That right includes the fundamental 
rights and freedoms of the individual, that is to say, the right, 
whatever his race, place of origin, political opinions, colour, 
creed or sex, but subject to respect for the rights and freedoms 
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of others and for the public interest, to each and all of ihe 
following, namely -

(a) life, liberty, security of the pe:rson and the
protection of the law;

(b1 freed.om of conscience, of expression and of 
assembly and association; and 

( c) protection for the privacy of his home and
other property and from deprivation of prop­
erty without compensation.

(2) The provisions of Title 1 of Part 2 shall have effect
for the purpose of affording protection to the aforesaid �unda­
mental rights and freedoms of the individual subject to such 
limitations of that protection as are contained in those provisions, 
being limitations designed to ensure that the enjoyment of the 
said rights and freedoms by any individual does uot prejudice 
the rights and freedoms of others or the public interest. 

CHAPTER IV 

CITIZENSHIP 
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41. Every person who immediately before the COm- Persons who 

mencement of this Constitution is a citizen of Guyana 
continue to be a citizen of Guyana. 

h 11 
beco,me 

s a citizens ,on 

42.(1) Every person who, immediately before the com­
mencement of this Constitution, is or has been married to a 
person -

(a) who continues to be a citizen of Guyan.a by
virtue of the preceding article; or

(b1 who, having died before the commencement of 
this Constitution, would, but for his or her death, 
have become a citizen of Guyana on that date 
by virtue of that article, 

�' if not otherw� a citizen, be entitlE:d, upon making appli­
cation and upon taking the oath of allegiance, to be re.gistered 
as a citizen of Guyana: 

cottnm,enic,e­
m,emlt of 
constDtu­
t!iioll. 

·Peir.so.ns 
enltlilt'led. to 
be l'!egis­
tered ,a,s 
citizens. 

Provided that the right to be registered as a citizen utlder 

� paragraph shall b<:: subj.ect to .such exceptions or quallfica­
tions as may be prescnbed m the mterests of national security 
or public policy. 
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(2) The President, if he is satisfied that in the event
of Guyanese citizenship being extended to a citizen of a Com­
monwealth country, substantial reciprocity of treatment will be 
assured as respects the conferring of the citizenship of that 
Commonwealth country, may by order direct that any person 
who -

(a) immediately after the commencement of this
Constitution is a Common.wealth citizen (other­
wise than by virtue of being a citizen of
Guyana); and

(b) is ordinarily resident in Guyana; and

(c) has, during the period of ten years preceding
that day been so resident in Guyana for a
period of, or periods amounting in the aggTe­
gate to, five years,

shall be entitled, upon making application before the expiration 
of a period of five years from the commencement of this Consti­
tution, to be registered as a citizen of Guyana. 

(3) Any application for registration under this article
shall be made in such manner as may be prescribed as respects 
that application: 

Provided that such an application may not be made by a 
person who has not attained the age of eighteen years and has 
never been married but shall be made on behalf of that person 
by a parent or guardian of that pe·rson. 

43. Every person born in Guyana after the {'Ommence-
ment of this Constitution shall become a citizen of Guyana at 
the date of his birth: 

Provided that a person shall not become a citizen of Guyana 
by virtue of this article if at the time of his birth 

{a) his father or his mother possesses such immuni­
ty from suit and legal process as is accorded 
to an envoy of a foreign sovereign power ac­
credited to Guyana and neither of them is a 
citizen of Guyana; or 

(b) his father or his mother is an enemy alien and
the birth occurs in a place then under occupa­
tion by the enemy.
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44. A person born outside Guyana after the commence- �i:ns t-

ment of this Constitution shall become a citizen of Guyana at side 
00 

the date ·of his birth If at that date his father or his mother is a ���:inia 

citizen of Guyana otherwise than by virtue of this article. ciommence-
m•enlt ,o,f 

45. Any person who, after the commencement of this
Constitution, marries a person who is or becomes a citizen of 
Guyana shall be entitled, upon making application in such 
manner and taking such oath of ·allegiance as may be prescribed, 
to be registered as a citizen of Guyana: 

Provided that the right to be registered as a citizen of 
Guyana under this article shall be sub1ect to such exceptions or 
qualifications as may be prescribed in the interests of national 
security or publie policy. 

46.(1) If the President is satisfied that any citizen of 
Guyana has at any time after 25th May, 19'66, acquired by 
regis,tratiOn, naturalisation or other voluntary and formal act 
(other than marriage) the citizenship of any country other than 
Guyana, the President may by order deprive that person of his 
citizenship. 

(2) If the President is satisfied that any citizen of
Guyana has at any time after 25th May, 1966, voluntarily claimed 
and exercised in a country other than Guyana any rights avail­
able to him under the law of that country, being rights accorded 
exclusively to its citizens, the President may by order deprive 
that person of his citizenship. 

47.(1) Every person who under this Constitution or any 
Act of Parliament is a citizen of Guyana or u.ader any enactment 
for the time being in force in any country to which this article 
applies is a citizen of that country shall, by virtue of that citizen­
ship, have the status of a Commonwealth citiz.en. 

(2) Every person who is a British subject without
citizenship under the British Nationality Act 1948, continues to 
be a British subject under section 2 of that Act or is a British 
subject under the British Nationality Act 1965* shall, by virtue 
of that status, have the status of a Commonwealth citizen. 

(3) Save as may be otherwise provided by Parliament,
the countries to which this article applies are Australia, the 
Bahamas, Bangladesh� Barbados, Botswana, Canada, Cypms, 
Dominica, Fiji, The Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, India, Jamaica, 

* 1965 C. 34
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Kenya, Kiribati, Lesotho, Malawi, Malaysia, Malta, Mauritius, 
Nauru, New Zealand and Island Territories and Self-Governing 
Countries in free Association with New Zealand, Nigeria, Papua 
New Guinea, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Solomon Is­
lands, Sri Lanka, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent, Swaziland, Tanzania, 
Tong,a, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuvalu, Uganda, United Kingdom 
and Colonies, Western Samoa and Zambia. 

( 4) The President may from time to time by order
subject to affirmative resolution of the National Assembly amend 
paragraph (3) by adding any country thereto. 

48. Parliament may make provision

( a) for the acquisition of citizenship of Guyana by
persons who do not become citizens of Guyana
by virtue of the provisions of this Chapter;

(b) for depriving of his citizenship of Guyana any
person who is a citizen of Guyana otherwise
than by virtue of articles 41, 43 or 44; or

(c) for the renunciation by any person of his
citizenship of Guyana.

49.(1) In this Chapter "prescribed" means prescribed by 
or under any Act of Parliament. 

(2) For the purposes of this Chapter, a p,erson born
aboard a registered ship or aircraft or aboard an unregistered 
ship or aircraft of the government of any country, shall be deem­
ed to have been born in the place in which the ship or aircraft 
was registered or, as the case may be, in that country. 

(3) Any reference in this Chapter to the national
status of the father or mother of a person at the time of that 
person's birth shall, in relation to a person born after the death 
of either parent, be construed as a reference to the national 
status of the deceased parent at the time of that parent's death; 
and where that death occurred before the date of commence­
ment of this 'Constitution, and the birth occurred on or after that 
date, the national status which that parent would have had if 
he or she had died on that date, shall be deemed to be his or her 
national status at the time of death. 
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CHAPTER V 

SUPREME ORGANS OF DEMOCRATIC POWER 

50. 
shall be -

The supreme organs of democratic power in Guyana 

{i) the Parliament; 

(ii) the National Congress of Local Democratic
Organs;

(iii) the Supreme Congress of the People;

(iv) the President; and

(v) the Cabinet.

CHAPTER VI 

PARLIAMENT 

Composition of Parliament 

51. There shall be a Parliament of Guyana, which shall
consist of the President and �e National Assembly. 
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Supreme 
org,ans Qf 
democratic 
power. 

Establish­
ment of 
1P•ai!'lDaa:nent. 

52.(1) $ubject to paragraph (2) and to articles 105 and 185, �f���si:tion 
the National Assembly shall consist of sixty-five members who Natwona1 
shall be elected in accor'dance with the provisions of this Consti-

Assem!bily. 

tution and, subject thereto, in accordance with any law made by 
Parliament in that behalf. 

(2) If any person who is not a member of the National
Assembly is ele.cted to be Speaker of the Assembly, he. shall, by 
virtue of holding the office of Speake:r, be a member of the Assem­
bly in addition to the members aforesaid. 

53. Subject to article 155 (which relates to allegiance, Qua.tifica-
insanity, and other matters) a person shall be qualified for !�;g

r 

a,s 
election as a member of the National Assembly if, antl shall not m�bems. 

be so qualified unless j he -

(a) is a citizen of Guyana of the age of eighteen
years or upwards; and

(b) is able to speak and, unless incapacitated by
blindness or other physical cause, to read the
English language with a degree of profi.ciency
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sufficient to ,enable him to take an active part 
in the proceedings of the Assembly. 

54. Members of the National Assembly shall vacate their
seats in the Assembly in the circumstances · set out in article 
156. 

55. The first meeting of the National Assembly shall be
held as soon as practicable after elections have been held pur­
suant to the provisions of article 61, and any reference in this 
Constitution to the National Assembly meetingi for the first time 
after any election shall be read and construed as a refe;rence to 
such first meeting. 

56.(1) When the National Assembly first meets after any 
election and before it proceeds to the despatch of any other 
business, it shall ele:ct a person to be the Speaker of the Assembly; 
and, if the office of Speaker falls vacant at any time before the 
next dissolwtion of Parliament, the Assembly shall, as soon as 
practicable, elect another person to that office. 

(2) The Speaker may be elected either �rom among the
members of the Assembly wiho are not Ministers or Parliamentary 
Secretaries Oil' from among persons who are not members of the 
Assembly but are qualified for election as members. 

(3) When the National Assembly first meets after any
el�otion and before it proceeds to the despatch of any other busi­
ness except the election of the Sp,eaker, the Assembly shall elect 
a member of the Assembly who is not a Minister or a Parliamen­
tary Secretary to be Deputy Speaker of the Assembly; and if the 

office of Deputy Speaker falls vacant at any time before the next 
dissolution of Parliament, the Assembly shall, as soon as con­
venient, elect another su,ch member to that office. 

(4) A person shall vacate the office of Speaker or Deputy
Speaker if required to do so by article 157 (which relates to loss 
of qualification for election as a member of the, National Assem­
bly and other matters). 

57.(1) There shall be a Clerk and a Deputy Clerk of the 
National Assembly, and ap,pointments to those offices shall be 
made by the President acting in accordance with the advice of 
the Speaker. 

(2) The tenure of office and terms of se;rvice of the
Clerk and Deputy Clerk and other matters relating thereto shall 
be regulated by article 158. 
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58.(l) Any person who sits or votes in the National Assem- �:=�ed 

bly, knowing or having reasonable ground for knowin� that he is s1litm1g ,or 

not entitled to do so, shall be liable to a penalty of fifty dollars v.o1tlnz. 

for each day upon which he so sits or votes. 

(2) Any such penalty shall be recoverable by civil action
in the High Court at the suit of the Attorney General. 

Elections 
59. Subject to the provisions of article 159, every person �:��

i
�� .wnd 

he 
may vote at an election if is of the age of eighteen years or 

dilsquaiifi-

t 

catiiotl!S for 

upwards and is either a citizen of Guyana or a Commonweal h elootors. 

citizen domiciled and resident in Guyana. 

60.(1) Election of members of the National Assembly 
shall be by secret ballot. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of article 160(2), fifty-three
members of the National Assembly shall be elected in accordance 
with the system of proportional representation prescribed by 
article 160(1). 

(3) As soon as practicable after an election of members
of a regional democratic council has been held in consequence 
of a dissolution effected under the provisions of article 73(2), 
the council shall elect one of its members to serve as a member 
of the National Assembly. 

( 4) As soon as practicable after an election of members
of the National Congress of Local Democratic Organs has been 
held in consequence of a dissolution effected under the provisions 
of article 80(2}, the Congress shall elect two of its members to 
serve as members of the National Assembly. 

Elecillo,ra,I 
system. 

61. An election of members of the National Assembly T1mes far 

under article 60(2) shall be held on such day within three months ei:� 
after every dissolution of Parliament as the President shall �e 
appoint by proclamation: a1tc12>. 

Provided that no balloting commenced during the period of 
three months aforesaid, performed before the day so appointed, 
and pursuant to which the votes of any person registered as 
electors are cast at the election, shall be deemed contrary to the 
requirements of this article by reason only that such balloting 
has been so performed. 
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EleCltlilolns 
COJilmission. 62. Elections shall be indep.endently supervised by the 

Elections Commission in accordance with the provisions of 
article 162. 

FJlLing of 
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63. Parliament may make prov1S1on for the filling of 
casual vacancies among the seats of members of the National 
Assembly and for other matters relating to election of members 
of the Assembly in accordance with the provisions of para.graphs 
(2) and (3) of article 160. 

64. All questions as to membership of the National 
Assembly shall be determined by tbe High Court in accordance 
with the provisions of article 163. 

Powers and Procedure of Parliament 

65. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, 
Parli~ent may make laws for the peace, order and good govern­
ment of Guyana. 

66. Subject to the special procedure set out in article 
164, Parliament may alter this Constitution. 

67 .(1) The President may at any time attend and address 
the National Assembly. 

(2) The President may send messages to the National 
Assembly and any such message shall be read, at the first con­
venient &itting of the Assembly after it is received, by the Prime 
Minister or by any other Minister designated by the President. 

68. All Qther matters concerning Parliament (including 
the procedure thereof) shall be regulated by the provisions of 
articles 165 to 172 (inclusive). 

Summoning, Prorogation and Dissolution 

!,esstons 69.(1) Each session of Parliament shall be held at such 
<Aall'I:iament. place within Guyana and shall begin at such time (not being later 

than six months from the end of the preceding session if Par­
liament has been prorogued or four months from the end of that 
session if Parliament has been dissolved) as the President shall 
appoint by proclamation. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of the preceding para­
graph, the sittings of the National Assembly. shall be held at 
such time and place as the Assembly may, by its rules of proce­
dure or otherwise, determine. 
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70.(1) The President may at any time by proclamation pro- ���:� a.nd 

rogue Parliament. dis
1
-

('l) The President may at any time by proclamation 
dissolve Parliament. 

(3) Parliament, unless sooner dissolved, shall continue
fo:r five years from the date when the Assembly first meets after 
any dissolution and shall then stand dissolved. 

(4) During any time when the President considers that
Guyana is at war Parliament may from time to time extend the 
period of five years specified in the preceding paragraph by not 
more than twelve months at a time: 

Provided that the life of Parliament shall not be extended 
under this paragraph by more than five yea:rs. 

(5) If, after a dissolution and before the holdinJ? of an
election of members of the Assembly, pursuant to the provisions 
of article 61, the President considers that owing to the existen ·e 
of a state of war or of a state of emerg-eney in Guyana or anv 
part thernof, it is necessary to .recall Parliament, the President 
shall summon the Parliament that has been dissolved to meet, 
but the election of members of the Assembly shall proceed and 
the Parliament that has been reralled shall, if not sooner dis­
solved, again stand dissolved on the day before the day on which 
the election is held. 

CHAPTER VII 

LOCAL DEMOCRACY 

Local Democratic Organs 

so uti:on ·of 
Par-Lia-ment. 

· 
71.(1) Local government is a vital aspect of socialist democracy Local 

and shall be organised so as to involve as many people as possible in government 

the task of managing and developing the communities in which they 
live. 

(2) For this purpose Parliament shall provide for the institu­
tion of a country-wide system of local government through the establish­
ment of organs of local defYlo"ratic power as an integral part of the 
political organisation of the State.

72.(1) Save for any areas directly administered by the Govern- Local 
meet. Parliament may provide for the division of Guyana into ten !��ment 
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regions and into such sub-regions and other subdivisions as it may 
deem fit tor the purpose of organising local democratic organs. 

(2) In·. defining the boundaries of any areas into which Guy­
ana may be divided under paragraph (1) account shall be taken of the 
population, the physical size, the geographical characteristic. the 
economic resources and the existing and planned infrastructure of 
each area. as well as the possibilities of facilitating the most rational 
management and use of such resources and infrastructure, with a view 
to ensuring that the area is or has the potential for becoming 
economically viable. 

73.(1) Members of a regional democratic council shall be elected 
by persons residing in the region and registered as electors for the pur­
pose of article 159. 

(2) Elections of members of regional democratic councils shall
be held and the councils sh�ll be dissolved at such times as, subject to 
paragraph (3). th� President may appoint by proclamation. 

(3) The interval between any two successive dissolutions of
"a regional democratic council shall not exceed five. years and four 
months: 

Provided that. if at the expiration of that period the duration of 
Parliament has been extended under article 70(4). that period shall not 
be deemed to come to an end until the expiration of the period for which 
the duration of Parliament has been extended. 

74.(1) It shall be the primary duty of local democratic organs 
to ensure in accordance with law the efficient management and develop­
ment of their areas and to provide leadership by example. 

(2) Local democratic organs shall organise popular co-opera­
tion in respect of the political. economic, cultural and social life of their 
areas and shall co-operate with the social organisations of the working 
people. 

(3) It shall be the duty of local democratic organs to maintain
and protect public property. improve working and living conditions, 
promote the social and cultural life of the people, raise the level of civic 
consciousness. preserve law and . order, consolidate socialist legality and 
safeguard the rights of citizens. 

7_5. . J>arliame;nt may provide for local d�mocratic. organs to
take decisions which · are binding upon their agencies and institutions, 
and upon the communities and citizens of their areas. 



THE·CONSTITUTION OF THE 
co .. oPERATIVE REPUBLIC OF GUY ANA 

76. Parliament may provide for regional democratic councils �=r tto 

to raise their own revenues and to dispose of them for the benefit and r.evanue. 

welfare of their areas . 
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77. The .. development programme of each· region , shall be �!ret��integrated into the national development plans. and the Government merut ,pr10-

shall allocate funds to each region to enable it to implement its develop- E���;r,:iec1 

ment programme. :�0:11J
dleiv,e.l,oipmenit 
plans. 

78. Parliament may make provision for the election of mem- ���mme,nt
bers of local democratic organs (including the commencement of ballot- e1eot11.ons. 
ing before the day appointed for holding an election) and for all other 
matters relating to their membership. powers, duties, functions and 
responsibilities. 

The National Congress of Local Democratic Organs 

79. There shall be a National Congress of Local Democratic The
0 hi h hall h "b"l" f · h · f NatLoinail rgans w c s ave respons1 1 1ty or representmg t e mterests o congress oif 

local government in Guyana and such other duties and functions as may t���
c
mttc 

be assigned to it by this Constitution or by any other law. o.[!gainis • 

80.(1) The members of the National Congress of Local 
Democratic Organs shall be elected by and from among; the 
members of the local democratic organs . 

(2) Elections of members of the National Congress of

Local Democratic Organs shall b3 held and the Congress shall be
dissolved at such times as, subject to paragraph (3), the President
may appoint by proclamation. 

(3) The interval between any two surcessive dissolu­
tions of the National Congress of Local Democratic Organs shall 
not exceed five years and four months: 

Provided that l
, if at the expiration of that period the dura­

tion of Parliament has been extended under article 70(4), that 
·period shall not be deemed to come to an end until the expiration
of the period for whidh the duration of Parliament has been
extended.

81. Parliament may make provision for all other matters
relating to the establishment, membership and functions of the 
National Congress of Local Democratic Organs, for the election 
of the members thereof and for effective participation by them 
through the Congress ·,in the. decision-making·· processes., of the 
State. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

THE SUPREME CONGRESS OF TIIE PEOPLE 

82. There shall be a Supreme Congress of the People of Guy-
ana, which shall consisL of all members of the National Assembly and 
all members of the National Congress of Local Democratic Organs. 

83. The Supreme Congress of the People may discuss any
matter of public interest and may make recommendations thereon to 
the National Assembly or the Government. In particular, the Con­
gress shall advise the President on all matters which he may refer to 
it, an"1 for this pu, pose article 67 sha1l apply in re1ation to the Con­
gress as it applies in relation to the National A�mbly. 

84.( l) Each session of the Supreme Congress of the People shall 
be held at such place within Guyana and shall begin at such time as 
the President shall appoint by proclamation. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of the preceding paragraph, the
sittings of the Congress shall be held at such time and place as the 
C-Ongress may, by its rules of procedure or otherwise, determine. 

85.(1) The President may at any time by proclamation summon, 
prorogue or dissolve the Supreme Congress of the People. 

(2) The Supreme C-Ongress of the People,, unless sooner
dissolved. shall stand dissolved on the occurrence of a pissolution of 
Parliament. 

86 . The Chairman of the Supreme Congress of the People 
shall be the person who is entitled for the time being to discharge the 
functions of the office of Speaker of the National Assembly. If there 
is no such person. the Congress shall elect its own Chairman. 

87. The Clerk, the Deputy Clerk and officers of the National
Assembly shall also be the Clerk, the Deputy Oerk and officers respec­
tively of the Supreme Congress of the People. 

88. All other matters concerning the Supreme C-Ongress of
1he People (including the procedure thereof) shall be regulated by the 
provisions of articles 173 to 176 (inclusive). 

CHAPTERIX 

THE PRESIDENT 

89. There shall be a President of the Co-operative Re-
public of Guyana, who shall be Head of State, the supreme execu· 
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tive authority, and Commander in Chief of the armed forces of 
the Republic. 
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90. A person shall be qualified for election as President ����
i

:-tor 

and shall not be so qualified unless he -
eleot.ooc. 

(a) is a citizen of Guyana; and

(b) is otherwise qualified to be elected as a mem­

ber of the National Assembly: 

Provided that a person holding the office of President or 
otherwise discharging the functions of that office shall not on 
that account be disqualified for election as President. 

91. The President shall be eleicted by the people in the Eieatim of 
manner prescribed by article 177. Pr,esiden.1. 

92. A person assuming the office of President in accord-
,ance with the provisions of this Constitution shall, unless his 
office sooner becomes vacant under article 178, continue in 
office until the person elected to the office of President at the 
next election held under article 91 assumes office . 

93. The President m�y be removed from office if he
becomes physically or mentally incapable of discharging the 
functions of his office. The procedure for removing him and 
for ensuring the continued discharge of the functions of his 
office is prescribed by article 179.

Tem1Ure <Of 
office of 
President. 

Remov.aa of 
PII'les·d,e111t 
on ,g.ro1t1nd.s 
,of inca­
pa,ci,ty. 

94. The President may be removed from office if he Rem.0V1a,1 °'
commits any violation of this Constitution or anv gross mis- Presildent 
conduct. Tlie procedure for removing him is prescribed by :��i,o�io� 
article 180. C,�niSlbi:tu-

11:. on ,o,r 

95.(1) During a:rw period when the office of President is 
va_cant the office shall be assumed by -

(a) the Prime Minister:

Provided that if the vacancy occurs while 
the Prime Minister is absent from Guyana or 
while he is by reason of physical or mental 
infirmity unable to perform the functions of 
his office, the functions of the office of Presi­
dent shall, until the Prime Minister returns 
or until he is again able to perform the rune-

glJ'!OSS mi:s­
oond:Uldt. 

V'aroainciy li:n 
office of 
iPlresi'derrt. 
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tiorts of his office, as the case may be, be dis­
charged by such other Minister, being an 
elected member of the National Assembly, as 
the Cabinet shall elect; or 

(b) if there is no P.rime Minister, by such Minister,
being an elected member of the· National As­
sembly, as the Cabinet shall elect; or

(c) if thel'le is no Prime Minister and no Cabinet,
by the Chancellor.

(2) Any Minister performing the functions of the office
of President by virtue of the proviso to paragraph (l)(a) shall cease 
to perform those functions if he is notified by the Prime Ministe,r 
that the Prime Minister is about to assume the office of President. 

(3) An assumption of the office of President under this
article shall terminate, if it has not previously tem1inated, when 
a person who has been elected to the office in accordance with 
the provisions of article. 177 assumes the office. 

P���t��
e 

gf 96.(1) Whenever the President is absent from Guyana or 
:r�:dent considers it desirable so to do by reason of illness or any oth�·r 
a�!��e. 1u- cause he may, by direction in writing,, authorise any member 
ness, etc. of the Cabinet, being an elected member of the National Assem-

bly, . to perform such of the functions of the office of President 
as he may specify and the person so authorised shall per"orm 
those functions until his authority is revoked by the President 
or until the functions are. resumed by the President. 

(2) If the. President is incapable by reason of physical or
mental infirmity of discharging the functions of his office and 
the infirmity is of such a nature that the President is unable to 
authorise another person under this article to perform those 
functions 

(a) the Prime Minister; or

(b) during any period when there is no Prime
Minister or the Prime MinisteT is absent from
Guyana or is, by reason of p�ysical or mental
infirmity, unable to perform t)l3 functions of
his office, such other Minister, being an elected
member of the National Assembly, as the Cabi­
net· shall elect; or

(c) if there �s no Prime Minister and no Cabinet, the
Chancellor.
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shall perform the functions of the office of President: 

Provided that any person performing the functions of the office of 
President under this paragraph shall not dissolve Parliament nor, save 
on the advice of the Cabinet. revoke any appointment made by the 
President. 

(3) Any person performing the functions of the office of
President by virtue of paragraph (2) shall cease to perform those func­
tions if he is notified by the President that the President is about to 
resume those functions. 

Sl. 

97.(1) A person elected as President shall assume the office of ��:n tob be 

President upon being elected but shall, before entering upon the duties Pres1'den1l 
of the office, take and subscribe the oath of office, such oath being 
administered by the Chancellor or such other Jm;lge of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature as may be designated by the Chancellor. 

(2) The provisions of the foregoing paragraph shall apply
to any person performing the functions of the office of President under 
articles 96 or 179 or assuming the office of President under article 95 as 
they apply to a person e!ec!ed as President. 

98. The remuneration and immunities of the President
shall be reg,ulated by articles 181, 182 and 222. 

CHAPTER X 

THE EXECUTIVE 

General provisions as to the Government of Guyana· 

Remunera­
Ucm, etc., 
Oif 
PTesiJden:t 

99.(1) The executive authority of Guyana shall be vested in the !�tC:!;;e

President and, subject to the provisions of this Constitution, may be ,of Guyana. 
exercised by him either directly or through officers subordinate to him. 

(2) Nothing in this article shall prevent Parliament from con-
ferring functions on persons or authorities other than the President. 

100. Subject to the provisfons of article 185, there shall be an lilet!a!blis.h-
office of Prime Minister and such offices of Vice-President and other �� �1 
offices of Minister of the Government of Guyana as may be established �I�:

er 

by Parliament or. subject to the provisions of any Act of Parliament, a1/ ,oth�r 

by the President M1,mster.ial • offices. 

101.(1) The President shall appoint an elected µ1ember of the 
National Assembly to be Prime Minister of Guyana'� 

The Pr:tme 
Minister. 
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(2) The Prime Minister shall be the principal assistant of the
President in the discharge of his executive functions and leader of Gov­
ernment business in the National Assembly. 

102.(1) The President may appoint Vice-Presidents for the pur­
pose of assisting him in the discharge of his functions. 

(2) If he is not otherwise the holder of an office of Vice­
President, the person holding the office of Prime Minister shall, by 
virtue of holding that office. be a Vice-President, and he shall have 
precedence over any other Vice-President. 

103.(1) The Prime Minister and every other Vice-President shall 
be a Minister of the Government of Guyana. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of article 101. Vice-Presidents
and other Ministers shall be appointed by the President either from 
among persons who are elected members of the National Assembly or 
from among persons who are qualified to be elected as such members. 

M±n�:ir1a1 104. Articles 101 (1) and 103 (2) shall have effect in relation
�1:i.ti ·�ring to any period between a dissolution of Parliament and the day on which 
dliissoLIJltiom. 

the next election of members of the Assembly is held pursuant to the 

Non-eledted 
M',ni'Slter.s 
to siit in 
A.ssembly. 

provisions of article 61. or between a dissolution of a regional democratic 
council or of the National Congress of Local Democratic Organs and 
the day on which the next election by that council or by the Congress 
is held pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (3) or (4) of article 60, 
as the case may be, as if Parliament or that council or the Congress, as 
the case may be, had not been dissolved. 

105. A Minister who was not an elected member of the Assem-
bly at the time of his appointment shall (unless he becomes such a mem­
ber) be a member of the Assembly by virtue of holding the office of 
Minister but shall not vote in the Assembly. 

11ie c1aibinet. 106.(1) There shall be a Cabinet for Guyana. which shall consist 
of the President, the Prime Minister. the Vice-Presidents, and such other 
Ministers as may be appointed to it by the President. 

(2) The Cabinet shall aid and advise the President in the
general direction and control of the Government of Guyana and shall 
be collectively responsible therefor to Parliament. 

(3) There shall preside at meetings of the Cabinet -

(a) the President;

(b) in the absence of the President,
the Prime Minister; or
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(c) ih the absence of the President and the Prime Minister,

such Minister as the President may designate.

(4) The Cabinet may act notwithstanding any vacancy in its

membership or the abs�nce of any member thereof. 

(5) At the invitation of the President or of any person pre­
siding at a meeting of the Cabinet. a Minister who is not a member of 
the Cabinet may attend that meeting and participate fully in the pro­
ceedings as if he were a member. 

107. The President rnay .assign to any Minister responsibility .AJI00a1u001 

for any business of the Government of Guyana •. including the ad�nistra- :_
lil�nt­

tion of any department of Government, and sha.11 be charged with all 
responsibility not assigned to any Minister: 

Provided that authority to exercise any power or discharge 
any duty that is conferred or imposed by any other provision of 
this Constitution or by any other law on any person or authority 
shall not be conferred under this article. 

108.
The office of a Minister shall become vacant in the 1I1enure 0tr. · "" t t · art· · 1 183 ,office ,of CJ.rCUillS1,ances Se OU In IC e . iMJJnisters. 
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109. Whenever any Minister is absent from Guyana or is �1Hnister's
bl b f 'II t rf . hi f cl' M" .... ;......4- absence or 

una e y reason o 1 ness ope onn s un ions as lu.w1,er, •1in�. 
the President maiy authorise some other Minister to perf onn those 
fUinctions (other than the functions conferred by this article) and 
that Minister may perf onn those functions until they are resumed 
by the first mentioned Minister or are assigned to another Minis-
ter pursuant to the provisions of article 107. 

110.(1) There shall be an office of Minority Leader and ap­
pointments thereto shall be made by the P:resident. 

(2) Qualifications for appointment to the office of Min­
ority Leader and other matters connected therewith are regulated 
by article 184. 

111.(1) In the exercise of his funcijons under this Constitµ .. 
tion or any other law, the President shall act in accordance with 
his o� . deliberate judgment except in cases where, by this
Constitution or. by an:y oth� law, he is required to act in accord­
ance with the advice or on the reoommem:Iati:on of any person or
authority. 

(2) Where by this Constitution the President is directed
to exercise any function on the advice nr recommendation of any 

Min0tr.iltiy 
Leadeir. 

Ex,eircise of 
�.sidenit'.s 
po,w,t,ns. 
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person or authority, he may, in accordance with his own delib­
erate iudgment, once refer any such advice or recommendation 
back for reconsideration by the person or authority con.oemed, 
and if that person or authority, having reconsidered the original 
advice or recommendation, substitutes therefor a different advice 
or recommendation, as the case may be, the President shall act in 
accordance therewith; but save as aforesaid he shall act in 
accordance with the original advice or recommendation. 

112.(1) There shall be an Attorney General of Guyana who 
shall be the principal legal adviser to the Government of Guyana 
and who shall be appointed by the President. 

(2) Qualifications for appointment to the office of
Attorney General and other matters connected therewith are 
regulated by article 185. 

�an:11la.meM- 113.(1) The President may appoint Parliamentary Secre­

:-lie!.ecre- tarries to assist himself or Ministers in the disoharge of their 

Oaltih.s: ,of 
MliniSt�S. 
eitc. 

Permtameo!t 
Saor�naii,J:es 

.Dic�r 
of 'Pu.bDc 
P.r.o.&eiou,. 
111Wns. 

Secrietauty 
to ,the 
c.aibilfnat. 

functions. 

(2) Qu.alifications for appointment to the office of
Parliamentary Secretary and other matters connected therewith 
are regulated by article 186. 

114. Every Minister and Parliamentary Secretary shall,
before entering upon the duties of his office, make and subscribe 
the oath of office. 

115. Where the President or any Minister has been
charged with responsibility for any department of 'Government, 
he shall exerc;ise general direction and control, over that depart­
ment; and, subiect to such direction and oontrol, the department 
shall be under the supervision of a permanent secretary, whose 
office shall be a public office: 

Provided that two or more government departments may 
be placed under the supervision of one, permanent secretary. 

116.(1) There shall be a Director of Public Prosecutions 
wthose office shall be a public office. 

{2) The functions of the Director of Public Prosecutions 
are set out in article 187. 

117 .(11) Ther� shall be a Secretary · to the , Cabinet whose 
office shall be a public office. 
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(2) The Secretary to the Cabinet, who shall have charge

of the Cabinet Office, shall be res.ponsible in, ·acco:ridance with such 
instructions as may be g,iven him by the President, for arranging 
the business for, and keeping the minutes of, the Cabinet and 
for conveyingi the decisions of the Cabinet to the appropriate per­
son or authority and shall have such other functions' as the Presi-
dent may direct. 

118.(1) Cabinet may establish sub-committees of itself for =�1.t--
the· purpose of attending to any of: its responsibilities. O.bi,net. 

(2) Cabinet may in particular establish a finance sub­
committee of itself to be assist�d by ex!J)erts and advisrers, includ­
ing the Auditor General, and charge it with responsibility for 
superviSing the financial affairs of the State and for instituting, 
monitoring ana enforcing systems of financial control and dis­
cipline throughout tlie service- of both. centr,al an.d local govern_.. 
ment, inruuding the service of corpo:r1ations, boards and agencies 
established by. the Government. 

119. Subject to any· provision made by Parliament, the Sti3.!l:lt0ilnlg
 

President may appoint stank:ling committees consisting of such Cloonm@tlteee .. 

persons as he may deem fit foir the J>Uroo.�e of reviP:wine or 
examining any aspect of national · life and making recommenda-
tions or otherwise reporting! thereon to the Government or to 
Parliament. 

1io. . Subje'Ct to the provisions of this Constitution and of o.:mstltlu/llJlon 

any other law, the President may constitute offices for Guyana, ot. omces.
niake appojntments to any such office and terminate any such 
appointment. ·· · 

_ 121. . The Prerogative of Mercy shall vest in the President Pnemogalt.jw.e 

and shall be exercised by him iri accordance with the provi- of M,�. 

sions of articles 188, 189 and 190.

122.(1) There shall be_ an Ombudsman for Guyana.' . Omlbl.006· 
· .-, '  -man.

(2) All matters · relating to the appointment and f�c-

tions of the Ombudsman and other matters connected therewith 
are regulated by articles 191 to 196 (inclusive). . , . . 

CHAPTER XI 

THE JUDICATURE 

The Supreme C.ourt of .Judicature 

. l23.{J) Th.ere shali be for Guyana: a Supreme .Coitrt of Judie.a- EstlaolllSb­

,tt�re. consisting of a Court of Appeal· and a H��h. :�urt. with su�h juris- fu�1!-�m°! 
l(iiction 'and powers as are conferred on those ·C<>urts respeotwely by c-our,t ,of 

this Constiilution or any other law. Judicature . 
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(2) Each of those Courts shall be a superior court of record
and. save as otherwise provided by Parliament. shall have all the 
powers of such a court. 

(3) Parliament may confer on any court any pan of the
jurisdiction of and any powers oonferred on the High Courlt by this 
Constitution or any other law. 

124. The Judges of the Court of Appeal shall be the Chan-
cellor, who shall be the President of the Court of Appeal. the Chief 
Justice and such number of Justices of Appeal as may be prescribed 
by Parliament. 

125. The Judges of the High Court shall be the Chief Justice

and such number of Puisne Judges as may be prescribed by Parliament. 

Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature 

126. . Except as otherwise expressly provided or required by
the context, in this Constitution the word "Judge" includes the Chan­
ceJlor, the Chief Justice, a Justice of Appeal and a Puisne Judge. 

'127.(1) The Chancellor and the Chief Justice shall be appointed 
by rthe President acting after consultation with the Minority Leader. 

(2) If the office of Chancellor or Chief J u.stice is vacant or
if the person holding the office of Chancellor is performing the func­
tions of the office of President or is for any other reason unable to 
perform the functions of his office, or if the person holding the office 
of Chief Justice is for any reason unable to perform the functions of 
his office. rthen, until a person has been appoinrt�d to and has assumed 
lthe funotion.s of such office or until the person holding such office has 
resumed those functions� as the case may be, those functions shall be 
· performed by such other of the Judges as may be appointed by the
President.

128.(1) The Judges� other than the Chancellor and the Chief 
Justice, shall be appo�m,ted by the President, acting in accordance with 
the advice of the J udiciaJ. Service Commission. 

(2) If -

(a)· the office of any such Judge is vacant;

(b) any such Judge is for any reason unable to perform
th� fHnctions of bi� office; 

(c) a�¥ s�h Jupgt, �s acting as Chancellor or Chief
Justic� or a :Plii8ne Judge is.. acting as a Justice of
Ap�J; or · .· · · '
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(d) . the Chancellor advises the President /that th; state
of business of the Court of Appeal or the ffiP.
Court so requires. · · · · ! 

the President. acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Ser­
vice Commission, may appoint a person to ac:t in the office of J ustiee
of Appeal or Puisne Judge. as the case may require:

Provided that a person may be so appointed notwithstanding that
he has attained the age at which ithat office is required by article 197
to be vacated by a holder thereof.

(3) The appointment of any person under the preceding para­
graph to act in the office of a Justice of Appeal or Puisne Judge shall
continue to have effect until it is revoked by the President, acting in
accordanoo with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission.

129.0) A person shall not be qualified to be 'appointed to hold QuaJtHtca.
or ·1:0 act in 1the office of a Judge unless f-�'

(a) he is or has been a judge of a court having unlimited
jurisdiction in civil an4 criminal rnat\ters in some
part of the Commonwealth or a court having juris­
diction in appeals from any siuch court; or

(b) he is qualified for admission as an attorney-at-law
in Guyana 'and has been so qualified for such period
as may be prescribed by Parliament .

(2)
 

Parliament may prescribe different periods under

subparagraph (b) of the preceding paragraph in relation to the
offices of the differeDJt Judges meilltioned in article 126.
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130.(1) 

·Of-
Parliament may make provision for the exercise ...... ..... 

. n,w.e, ..... ance 

'Off addtltl1onal 

(a) the jurisdiction and powers of a Justice of Ap- S
1 
�mJ

peal by such Puisne Judge as may be requested 1ngth t�.
by the Chancellor to sit as an additional Justice
of Appeal at sittings of the Court of Appeal;
and

(b) the jurisdiction and powers of a Puisne Judge

by such Justice of Appeal as may be requested
by the Chancellor to sit as an additional Puisne
Judge. 

(2) Article 132 shall not apply to a Justice of Appeal
·Qr a Pubme Judge in the carrying out by him of any function
pursuant to paragraph (1). · - · 
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181. Judges shall have full s'ecurity of office as provided

for in article 197.

132. A Judge shall not enter upon the duties of his
office unless he has taken and subsrribed the oath of office. 

Appeals 

133.(1) An appeal to the Court of Appeal shall lie as of 
right from decisions of the High Court in the following cases, 
that is to say -

(a) final decisions in any civil or criminal proceed­
ings on questions as to the interpretation of
this Constitution; and

(b) final decisions given in exercise of the juris­
diction conferred on the High Court by article
153 (which relates to the enforcement of
fundamental rights and freedoms).

(2) Nothing in paragraph (1) shall apply to the matters
for which provision is made by article 163. 

CHAPTER Xll

THE SERVICE COMMISSIONS 

134.(1) There shall be a Judicial Service Commission for Guyana. 

(2) The composition and functions of the Judicial Service
Com.mission are set out in ar.ticles 198 and 199. 

135.(l) There shall be a Public Service Commission for Guyana. 

(2) The composition and functions of the Public Service Com­
mission are set out in articles 200 to 205 (inclusive). 

136.(1) There shall be a Teaching Service Commission for Guyana. 

, (2) · The compositio� and · functions of the Teaching Service 
Commission are set out in articles 207. 208 and 209. 

137.(1) There shall be a Police Service Commission for Guyana. 

(2) The composfoon and functions of the Police Service Com-
mission are set out in articles 210. 211 and 212!: · ·· 
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PART 2 

SPECIFIC RULES 

TITLE 1 

PROTECTION OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS AND 
FREEDOMS OF THE INDIVIDUAL 

39 

138.(1) No person shall be deprived of his life intentionally :r:-
111osave in execution of the sentence , of a court in respe·ct of an me. 

offence under the law of Guyana of which he has been convict.ed. 

(2) Wit;h.out prejudice to · any liability for a contraven­
tion of any other law with respect to the use of force in such 
cases as are hereinafter mentioned, a pe·rson shall not be regard­
ed as having been deprived of his life in contravention of this 
article if he dies as the result of the use of force to such extent 
as is reasonably justifiable in the circumstances of the case -

(a) for the defence of any person from violence
or for. the defence of property;

(b) in order to effect a lawful arrest or to prevent
the escape of a person lawfully detained;

(c) for the purpose of $Uppressing a riot, insu•
rection or mutiny; or · 

(d) in order to prevent the commission by that
person of a criminal offence,

· or if he dies as the result of a lawful act of war.

139.(1) No person shall be deprived of his personal liberty l'mo11eo111o.n 

. save .as may be authorised by law in any of the following cases, ;t�: .-.. 
that JS to say - liberty. 

(a) in execution of the sentence or order of a court, 

whether established for Guyana or some other 
country, in respect of a criminal offence of 
which he has been convicted; 

(b) in execution of an order of the High Court 

or the Court of Appeal or such other court 
as may be prescribed by Par:iament punishing 
him for contempt .of. aay sueh court or of an-
other. eourt or. tribunal;. 
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,c) in execution of the order of a court made to 
secure the fulfilment of any obligation imposed 
on him by law; 

(d) for the purpose of bringing him before a court
in execution of the order of a court;

(e) upon reasonable suspicion of his having com­
mitted, or being about to commit, a criminal
offence under the law of Guyana;

(f) in the case of a person who has not attained the
age of eighteen years, under the order of a
court or with the consent of his parent or
guardian, for the purpose of his education or
welfare:

(g) for the purpose of preventing the spread of
an infectious or contagious disease;

(h) in the case of a person who is, or is reasonably
suspected to be, of unsound mind, addicted to
drugs or alcohol, or a vagrant, for the purpose
of his .care or treatment or the protection of

the community;

(i) for the purpose of preventing the unlawful
entry of that person into Gusana, or for the
purpose of eff Pcting the expulsion, extradition
Qr other lawful removal of that person from
Guyana or for the purpose of restricting that
person while he is being conveyed through
Guyrana in the course of his extradition or
removal as a convicted prisoner from one
country to another;

(j) to such extent as may be necessary in the
eXJecution of a lawful order re.quiring that
person to remain within a specified area within
Guyana or prohibiting him from being within
such an area, or to such extent as may be
reasonably justifiable for the taking of proceed­
ine-s against that person with a view to the
making of any such order or relating to such
an order afte;r it has been made or to such
extent as may be reasonably justifiable· for
restraining that person during any visit that
he is permitted to make to any part of Guyana
in which, in conseouence of any such order, his
presence would otherwise be unlawful:
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(k) subject to the provisions of the next following

paragraph, for the purposes of his preventive
detention;

(1) fo;1· the purpose of his being called up for

(2) (a)

national service.

No law providing for preventive detention shall
authorise the detention of a person for a longer
period than three months unless a tribunal
established for the purposes of this paragraph
has re,ported before the expiration of the said
period of three months that there is, in its
opinion, sufficient cause for such detention.

(b) The refeirences in subparagraph (a) to a period

of thiiee months include references to any
lesser periods that amount in the aggregate to
three months:

Provilded that no two such lesser p:�riods 
shall be aggregated for this purpose ii� the 
period between the expiration of the first and 
the commencement of the second is more than 
one month. 

(c) A person who has been detained by virtue of
the 1>irovisions of any law providing for pre;ven­
tive detention and who has been released from
detention in .consequence of a report of a
tribunal established for the purposes of this
paragraph that there is, in its opinion, insuffi­
cient cause for his detention shall not be again
detained by virtue of such provisions within
the period of six months from his release on
the same grounds as he was originally detained.

(d) For the purposes of subparagraph (c) a person
shall be deemed to have been detained on the
same grounds as he was originally detained
unless a tribunal established as aforesaid has
reported that. in its opinion, there appearr,
prima facie. to be new and reasonable grounds
for the detPntion <but the giving of any such
�eport shall be without prejudice to the provi­

smns of subparagraph (a) ).

41 
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(e) A tribunal established for the purposes of this
paragraph shall be established by law and shall
consist of persons who are Judges of the
Supreme Court of Jll(ijcature or who are· quali­
fied to be appointed as Puisne Judges of the
High Court.

(3) Any person who is arrested or detained shall be
info,rmed as soon as reasonably practicable, in a language that 
he understands, of the reasons for his arrest or detention and 
shall be permitted, at his own expense, to retain and instruct 
without delay a legal adviser of his own choice, being a person 
entitled to practise in Guyana as an attoT'ney .. at-law, and to hold 
communication with him. 

(4) Any person who is arrested or detained

{a) for the purpose of bringing him befQre a court
in execution of the order of a court; or 

(b) upon reasonable suspicion of his having com­
mitted or being about to commit a criminal
offence,

and who is not released, shall be brought before a court as soon 
as is reasonably ,pr:acticable.; and if any person arrested or de­
tained upon .reasonable suspicion of his having committed or 
being about tc .commit a eriminal offence is not tried within a 
reasonable time, then, without prej;udice to any further proceed-
ings which may be brought against him, he shall be released 
either unconditionally or upon reasonable conditions, including 
in particular such conditions as are reasonably necessary to 
ensure that he appears at a later date for trial or for proceedings 
preliminary to trial. 

(5) Any person who is unlawfully arrested or detained
by any other person shall be entitled to compensation therefor 
from that other person. 

(6) Nothing in the provisions of paragraphs (3) and (4)
shall apply to any person arrested or detained by virtue of the 
provisions of any law providing for preventive detention except 
in so far as the provisions of the said paragraph (3) require that 
he shall be permitted to retain and instruct a legal adviser and 
to hold communication with him. 

140.(1) No person shall be held in slavery or sewitude. 
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(2) No person shall be required to perform forced

(3) For the purposes of this article, the expression
"forced labour" does not include -

(a) any labour required in consequence o.f the
sentence or order of a court;

(b) any labour required of any person while he is
lawfully detained that, though not required in
consequence of the sentence or orde1r of a
court, is reasonaoly necessary in the interests
of hygiene or for the maintenance of the place
at which he is detained;

( c) any labour required of a member of a disci­
plined forlce in pmsuance of his duties as such
or, in the case of a person who has conscientious
objections to service as a member of a naval,
milita;ry or air force, any labour that that
person is required by law to perlomi in place of
such service; or

( d) any labour required during any period when
Guyana is at war or in the event of any hurri­
cane, earthquake, flood, fire or other like
calamity that threatens the life or well-being
of the community to the extent that the
requiring of such labour is reasonably
justifiable, in the circumstances of any situa­
tion arising. or existing during that period or
as a result of that calamity, for the purpose
of dealing with that situation.

141.(1) No person shall be subject to torture or to inhuman 
or degrading punishment or other treatment. 

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any l'aw shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contraven­
tion of this article to the extent that the law in question author­
ises the infliction of any punishment or the administration of 
any treatment that was lawful in Guyana immediately before 
the commencement of this Constitution. 

142.{1) No property of any description shall be compul­
sorily taken possessfon of, and no interest in or right over 
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property of any description shall be compulsorily acquired, 
except by or under the authority of a written law which provides 
for compensation for the property or any interest in or right over 
property so possessed or acquired and either fixes the amount 
of compensation or specifies the principles on which the com­
pensation is to be determined and given and no such law shall 
be called in question in any court on the ground that the com­
pensation prov'lded by that law is not adequate. 

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contraven­
tion of the preceding paragraph 

(a) to the extent that the law in question makes
provision for the taking of possession or
acquisition of any property

(i) in satisfaction of any tax, duty, rate,
cess or other impost;

{ii) by way of penalty for breach of the law, 

whether unde,r civil process or after 
conviction of a criminal offence under 
the law of Guyana; 

(iii) as an incident of a lease, tenancy,
mortgage, charge, bill of sale, p:edge,
contract, grant, permission or licence;

(iv) in the execution of judgments or orders
of a court in proceedings for the deter­
mination of civil rights or obligations;

(v) in circumstances where it is reasonably
necessary so to do because the_ property
is in a dangerous state or injurious to
the health of human beings, ,mimals or
plants;

(vi) in consequence of any law with respect
to the limitation of actions;

(vii) for so long only as may be necessary
for the purposes of any examination,
investigation, trial or inquiry or, in the·
case of land, for the purposes of the
carrying out thereon of work of soil
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conservation or the conservation of 
other natural resources or work relating 
to agricultural development or improve­
ment; 

(viii) which is not beneficially occupied or
which, if it is beneficially occupied, is
not so occupied by the holder of the
title to the land or by any member of
his family; or

(ix) in consequence of any law requiring an
employer to remunerate his employee
during any period of compulsory
national service which the employee has
undertaken; or

(b) to the extent that the law in question makes
provision for the taking of possession or
acquisition of -

(i) property of the Amerindians of Guyana
for the purpose of its care, protection
and management or any right, title or
interest held by any person in or over
any lands situate in an Amerindian
District, Area or Village established c,aip. 2, : t1 

under the· Amerindian Act for the pur-
pose of effecting the termination or
transfer thereof for the benefit of an
Amerindian community;

(ii) enemy property;

(iii) property of a deceased person, a person
of unsoun.d mind or a person who has
not attained the age of eighteen years
for the purpose of its administration for
the benefit of the persons entitled to
the beneficial interest therein;

(iv) property of a person adjudged insolvent
or a body corporate in liquidation, for
the purpose of its administration for the
benefit of the creditors of the insolvent
person or body corporate and, subject
thereto, for the benefit orf other persons
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entitled to the beneficial interest in the 
property; 

(v) property subject to a trust, for the
purpose of vesting the property in
persons appointed as trustees under the
instrument creating the trust or by a
court or, by order of a court, for the
purpose of giving effect to the trust; or

(vi) property to be used by the State for
the purpose of providing, maintaining
and managing any place of education,
where the property was being used as
a place of education at any time during
1976 and prior to the coming into
operation of the law in question.

(3) Nothing in this article shall be construed as affect­
ing the makin,g or operation of any law 

(i) so far as it provides for the orderly
marketing or production or growth or
extraction of any agricul�ural product
or mineral or any article or thing
prepared for market or manufactured
therefor or for the reasonable restric­
tion of the use of any property in the
interest of safeguarding the interests of
others or the protection of tenants,
licensees or others having rights in or
over such property;

(ii) so far as it provides for the making of
contributions compulsorily by workers
to any industrial scheme Qr workers
organisation intended to work or provide
for the benefit or welfare of such
workers or of their fellow workers or
of any relatives and dependants of any
of them; or

(iii) for the compulsory taking ot possession
in the public interest of any property,
or the compulsory acquisition in the
public interest of any interest in or right
over property, where that property,
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interest or right is held by a body cor­
porate established directly by law for 
public purposes in which moneys pro­
vided by Parliament or by any Legisla­
ture previously established for the 
territory of Guyana have been invested. 

143.(1) Except with his own consent, no person shall be 
subjected to the search of his person or his property or the 
entry by others on his premises. 

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contraven­
tion of this article to the extent that the law in question makes 
provision -

(a) that is reasonably required in the interests of
defence, public safety, public order, public
morality, public health, town or country plan­
ning, the development or utilisation of mineral
resources, or the development or utilisation of
any other property in such manner as to
p,romote the public benefit;

(b) that is reasonably required for the purpose of
protecting the rights or freedoms of other
persons;

( c) that authorises an officer or agent of the
Government of Guyana, or of a local demo­
cratic organ or of a body corporate e::.tablished
directly by law for public purposes to enter
on the premises of any person in order to
inspect those premises or anything thereon for
the purpose of any tax, duty, rate, cess or
other impost or in order to carry out work
connected with any prope·rty that is lawfully
on those premises and that belongs to that
Government, local democratic organ or body
corporate, as the case may be, or for the pur­
pose of obtaining or verifying information
required for compiling national statistics or
required for the purposes of planning, manage­
ment and development of the national economy;
or

(d) that authorises, for the purpose of enforcing
the judgment or order of a court in any pro-
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ceedings, the entry upon any premises by order 
of a court. 

144.(1) If any person is charged with a criminal offence, 
then, unless the charge is withdrawn, the case shall be afforded 
a fair hearing within a reasonable time by an independent and 
impartial court established by law. 

(2) It shall be the duty of a court to ascertain the truth
in every case provided that every person who is charged with 
a criminal offence -

(a) shall be presumed to be innocent until he is
proved or has pleaded guilty;

(b) shall be informed as soon as reasonably
practicable, in a language that he understands
and in detail, of the nature of the offence
charged;

(c) shall be given adequate time and facilities for
the preparation of his defence:

(d) shall be permitted to defend himself before
the court in person or by a legal representative
of his own choice;

(e) shall� afforded facilities to examine in pe,rson
or by his leg1al representative the witnesses
called by the prosecution before the court and
to obtain the attendance and carry out the
examination of witnesses to testify on his
behalf before the court on the same conditions
as those applying to witnesses called by the
prosecution; and

(f) shall be permitted to have without payment the
assistance of an interpreter if he cannot under­
stand the language· used at the trial of the
charge,

and, except with his consent, the trial shall not take place in 
his absence unless he so conducts himself as to render the con­
tinuance of the proceedings in his presence impracticable and 
the court has ordered him to be removed and the trial to proceed 
in his absence or he fails without reasonable excuse (the proof 
whereof shall lie on him) to attend court. 
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· (3} Whtm a person is tried·· for any- criminal offence,
the accused. ··.· �rso:n'. or·· .any · ·person authorised by him in that 
behalf shall, if he so requires and subject to payment of such 
reasonable fee as may be prescribed by law, be given within a 
reasonable time after judgment·· a copy for the use of the accused 
per&on of any. record of the proceedings made by or on behalf 
of the. court. 

(4) No person shall beheld to be guilty of a criminal
offence on. account of any act or omission that did not, at the 
time it took place. constitute such an offence, and no penalty 
shall be imposed for any criminal offence tp.at is more severe in 
degree or nature than the most severe penalty that might have 
been imposed for that offence at the time when it was committed. 

(5) No person who shows that he bas bee·n tried by a
competent court for a criminal offence and either convicted or 
acquitted shall again be tried for that offence or ;for any other 
criminal offence of which he could have been convicted at the 
trial for that offence, save upon the order of a superior court 
in the course of appeal proceedings relating to the conviction 
or acquittal. 

(6) No person shall be tried for a criminal offence if
:he shows· that he has been granted a pardon for that offence. 

(7) No person who is tried for a criminal offence shall
be compelled to give evidence at the trial. 

(8) Any court or other tribunal prescribed by law for
the determination of the existence or extent , of any civil right 
or obligation shall be established by law and shall be independent 
�nd impartial: and where proceedine-s for such a determination 
',are instituted by any person before such a court or other tribunal, 
the case shall be given a fair hearing within a reasonable time. 

(9) Except with the agreement o:f all.the parties thereto,
all proceedings of every court and proceedings for the determin�· 
twn of the e�isten"e or Pxt0nt of any civil ri�ht OT" oblhtation 
.before any other tribunal. includin� the announcement of the 
decision of the court or other trib.unal, shall be held in publi(!. 

(10) Nothine- in the precedintt paragraph sba1I prevent
the court o:r othe� tribuna-. _frC?m exc·uding fr�m the pro�eedings 
�rsons ·other, than the parties thereto and th�1r leqal repres�nta-
tives to such extent as the court or .oth,�r tribunal _:,. ..· ·, 
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(a) may by law be empowered so to do and may
consider necessary or expeaient in circum­
stances where publicity would prejudice the
interests of justice or in interlocutory proceed­
ings or in the interests of decency, public
morality, the welfare of persons under the age
of eighteen years or the protection of the
private lives of persons concerned in the
proceedings; or

(b) may by law be empowered or required so to
do in th3 interests of defence, public safety
or public order.

(11) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contraven­
tion of -

(a) paragraph (2) (a) to the extent that the law in
question imposes upon any person charged
with a criminal offence the nurden of proving
particular facts;

(b) paragraph (2) (e) to the extent that the law
in question imP.·Oses conditions that must be
satisfied if witnesses caLed to testify on
behalf of an accused person are to be paid
their expenses out of public funds; or

(c) paragraph (5) to the extent that the law in
question authorises a court to try a member
of a disciplined force for a criminal offence
notwithstanding any trial and conviction or
acquittal of that member under the disciplinary
law of that force, so, however, that any court
so trying such a member and convicting him
shall, in sentencing him to any punishment,
take into account any punishment awarded him
under that disciplinary law.

(12) In the case of any person who is held in lawful
detention, the provisions of paragraph (1), paragraph (2) (d) and 
(e) and paragraph (3) shall not apply in relation to his trial for
a criminal offence under the law regulating the discipline of
persons held in such detention.

(13) Nothing contained in paragraph (2) (d) shall be
construed as entitling a person to legal representation at public 
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expense but, subject thereto, it shall be the duty of the State 
to ensure that every person charged with a criminal offence is 
given a fair trial and accordingly lo make provision for legal 
aid to be given in suitable cases. 

(14) In this article "criminal offence'' means a criminal
oifence under the law of Guyana. 

145.(1) Except with his own consent, no person shall be 1P·ooteotLJ.n 

hindered in the enjoyment of his freedom of conscience, and for � ·g.:dloon

the purposes of this article the said freedom includes freedom sc1ence. 

of thought and of religion, freedom to change his religion or 
belief, and freedom, either alone or in rommunity with others, 
and both in public and in private, to manifest and propagate his 
religion or belief in worship, teaching, practice and observance. 

(2) No religious community shall be prevented from
providing religious instruction for persons of that community. 

(3) Except with his own consent ( or, if he is a person
who has not attained the age of eighteen years, the consent of 
his guardian), no person attending any place of education shall 
be required to receive religious instruction or to take part in 
or attend any religious ceremony or· observance if that instruc• 
tion, ceremony or observance relates to a religion which is not 
his own. 

( 4) No person shall be compelled to take any oath
which is contrary to his religion or belief or to take any oath in 
a manner which is contrary to his religion or belief. 

(5) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contraven­
tion of this article to the extent that the law in question makes 
provision -

(a) which is reasonably required -

(i) in the interests of defence, public safety,
pu'Jlic order, public morality or public
health; or

(ii) for the purpose of protecting the riq:hts
and freedoms of other persons, including
the riQ;ht to obSP.rvc anct practise any
religion· ·without the unsolicited inter­
vention of members of any other
religion; or
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(b) with respect to standards or qualifications tq
be required in relation to p· aces of education
including any instruction (not being religious
instruction) given at such places.

(6) References in this article to a religion shall be
construed as inc uding references to a religious denomination, 
and cognate expressions sha] be construed accordingly. 

146.(1) Except with his own consent, no person shall be 

hindered in the enjoyment of his freedom of expr�ssion, that 
is to say, freedom to hold opinions without interference, freedom 

to receive ideas and information without interference, freedom 
to communicate ideas and information without interference and 
freedom from interference with his correspondence. 

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any law shar be held to be inconsistent with or in contraven­
tion of this artic:e to the extent that the law in. question makes 
provision -

(a) that is reasonably required in the interests
of defence, pub·ic safety, public order, public
morality or public hea�th; ·

(b) that is reasonably required for the purpose
of protecting the reputations, rights, and free­
doms of other persons or the private lives of
persons concerned in J egal proceedings, pre­
venting the disclosure of information received
in confidence, maintaining the authority and
independence of the courts, regulating the
technical administration or the te:hnical opera­
tion of telephony, telegraphy, p·Osts, wireless
broadcasting or television, or ensuring fairness
and balance in the dissemination of informa­
tion to the public; or

(c) that imposes restrictions upon public officeTs.

-147�(1) Except with his own consent, no person sha11 be
hindered in the enjoyment of his freedom of assembly and as­
sociation, ·that is to say, his right to ass·emble freely and associate 
with other persons: and in particu' ar to form or be ong to political 
parties or to form or belong, to trade. unions or other associations 
for the protection of his interests. 
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.. ·, (2) Not!ling contained. in or. done .. �nder �e authority 
ot a,ny law sha 1 · be held to be mcons1stent with or m contraven­
tion ,of ·this �tticle to the extent _that the law in question makes 
provisioi;i -

(a) that is reasonably required in the interests of
defence, public safety. public order, public
morality or public health; or

(b) that is reasonably required for the purpose
of protecting the rights or freedoms of other
persons; or

(c) that im.poses restrictions upon public officers; or

(d) that imposes an ob·igation on workers to be­
come contributors to any industrial scheme or
workers' organisation intended to work or
provide for the benefit or· welfare of such
workers or of their fer ow workers or of any
re�atives and dependants of any of them. 

53 

148.(1) No person shall be deprived of his freedom of Prioitieauon or

�ovement, that is to say, the right to move freely throughout !1��=nit�r 

·Guyana, the right to reside in any part of Guyana, the right
to enter Guyana, the right to leave Guyana and immunity from
expu:sion from Guyana.

·. . · (2) Any restriction on a person's freedom of movement
that is invo:ved in his lawful detention sha':l not be he_d to
be inconsistent with or in contravention of this article.

(3) Nothing contained in or done undet· the authority
.. Qf any law shall be he� d to be inconsistent with or in contraven­
tion. of this articie to .the extent that the law in question makes 
provision -

(a) for the imposition of restrictions on the mov&
ment or residence within Guyana of any person
or on . any . person's right to leave Guyana
that are reasonably required in the interests
of defence, pub1ic safety or public order or
for the purpose of preventing the subversion
of democratic institutions in Guyana;

(b) · for the imposition of restrictions on the move­
ment or residence within Guyana or on the 
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right to leave Guyana of persons genera,ly or 
any class of persons that are reasonably re­
quired in the interests of defence, public sa:ety, 
pub ic order, pub ic morality or pub.ic heaith 
or for the purpose of v.reventing the. sub­
version of democratic institutions in Guyana; 

( c) for the imposition of restrictions on the a~ 
quisition or use of land or other property in 
Guyana; 

(d) for the imposition of restrictions, by order of 
a court, on the movement or residence within 
Guyana of any person or on any person's right 
to J eave Guyana either in consequence of his 
having been found guilty of a criminal offence 
under the law of Guyana or for the purpose 
of ensuring that he appears before a court at 
a later date for trial for such a criminal offence 

or for proceedin2"s preliminary to trial or for 
proceedings re'ating to his extradition or law­
ful removal from Guyana; 

(e) for the imposition of restrictions on the free­
dom of movement of persons who are not 
citizens of Guyana; 

(f) for the imposition of restrictions upon the 
movement or residence within Guyana or on 
the right to leave Guyana of public officers; 

(g) for the removal of persons from Guyana -

(i) to be tried or punished in some other 
country for a criminal offence under the 
law of that country; or 

(ii) to undergo imprisonment in some other 
country in execution of the sentence of a 
court in respect of a criminal offence 
under the law of Guyana of which he has 
been convicted; or 

(iii) to be detained in an institution in some 
other country for the purpose of giving 
effect to the order of a court made in 
pursuance of a law of Guyana re:ating to 
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the treatment of offenders under a speci• 
fied age; or 

(iv) to be detained for care or treatment in
a hospital or other institution in pur•
suance of a Jaw of Guyana relating to
persons suffering from defect or disease
of the mind; or

(h) for the imposition of restrictions on the right
of any person to leave Guyana that are rea­
sonab. y required in order to secure the fulfil ....
ment of any ob:igations imposed on that person
by law.

(4) Tbe provisions of article 151 shall apply in relation
to a person whose freedom of movement is restricted by virtue 
of such a provision as is referred to in paragraph (3)(a) as they 
apply in relation to a person whose freedom of movement is 
restricted by virtue of such provision as is ref erred to in article 
150(2). 

149.(1) Subject to the provisions of this article - PiNteatLon 
:linom dls-
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(a) no Jaw shall make any provision that is dis- ���:!td,on

criminatory either of itself or in its effect; and f��d!
c
.0' 

(b) no person shall be treated in a discriminatory
manner by any person acting by virtue of
any written law or in the performance of the
functions of any public office or any public
authority.

(2) In this articI e the expression "discriminatory"
means affording different treatment to different persons attri­
butable wholly or mainly to their respective descriptions by race, 
place of origin, political opinions, colour or creed whereby persons 
of one such description are subjected to disabilities or restric­
tions to which persons of another such description are not made 
subiect or are accorded ,privileges or advantages which are not 
afforded to persons of another such description. 

(3) Paragraph (l)(a) shall not app'y to any law so far
as that law makes provision -

(a) with respect to persons wno :u·e not citizens
of Guyana;
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(b) with respect to adoption, marriage, divorce,
burial, devo�ution of property on death or
other matters of personal law; or

(c) whereby persons of any such description as is
mentioned in the preceding paragraph may be
subjected to any disability or restriction or
may be accorded any privilege or advantage
which, having regard to its nature and to
special circumstances pertaining to those per­
sons or to per�ons of any other such descrip­
tion, is reasonably justifiable.

(4) Nothing containeci. in any
0

law �haU be he,d to be 
inconsistent with or in contravention of paragraph (l)(a) to the 
extent .that it makes provision with respect to standards or 
qualifications (not being standards or qua ifications specifically 
re- ating to race, p-ace of origin, political opinion, co:our or 
creed) to be required of any person who fo appointed to any 
office in the public servicP, any office in a dis<'iplined force, or 
any office in the service of a local d�mocratic organ tff of a body 
corporate established by any law for public purposes .. 

(5) Paragraph (l)(b) sha-1 not apply to anything which
is express-y or by necessary imp ication authorised to be done 
by any such. provision of law as is referred to in either of the 
.two preceding paragraphs. 

(6) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any law shall be he· d to be inconsistent with or in contraven­
tion of this article to the extent that ··the law in question makes 
.provision -

(a) whereby persons of any such description as is
mentioned in paragraph (2) may be subjected
to any restriction on the rights and freedoms
guaranteed by articles 143, 145, 146, 147 and
148, being such a restriction as is authorised
bv a:tif:la 143 (2), articie 14!)(5): :lrticle 143(�),
article 147(2), or artir:e 148(3), other than sub­
paragraph ( c) thereof, as the case may be;

(b) for the appropriation of revenue or other funds
of Guyana; or

(c) for the protection;: well-being or advancement
of the Amerindians of Guyana.



THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
CO-OPERATIVE REPUBLIC OF GUY ANA 

(7) Para�raph (l)(b) shall not affect any discretion re­
lating to the institution, conduct or discontinuance of civil or 
criminal proceedings in any court that is vested in any person 
by or under this Constitution or any other law. 

150.(1) This article applies to any period when -

(a) Guyana is at war; or

(b) there is in force a proclamation (in this article
referred to as a "proclamation of emergency") 
made by the President declaring that a state 
of public emergency exists for the purposes 
of this article; or 

(c) there is in force a resoiution of the Nationa1
Assembly, in favour of which there were cast
the votes of not fewer than two-thirds of all
the elected members, declaring that democratic
institutions in Guyana are threatened by sub­
version.

(2) Nothing contained in or done under the authority
of any law shall be held to be inconsistent with or in contraven­
tion of articles 139, 140(2) or 143, any provision of article 144
other than paragraph (4) thereof, or any provision of articles 
145 to 149 (inclusive) to the extent that the law in question 
makes in relation to any period to which this article applies 
provision, qr autho�es the doing during any such period of 
anything, which is reasoll.ably justifiable in the circumstances 
of any situation arising or existing during that period for the 
purpose of dealing with that �ituation. 

(3) (a) Where any proclamatioll. of emergency has
been made, copies thereof shall as soon as 
practicable be laid before the National Assem­
bly, and if, by reason of its adjournment or 
the prorogation of Parliament, the Assembly 
is.:not due to meet within five days the Pre­
sidep.� shall, by proclamation, summon the 
Ass�IJ).bly to meet within five days, and the 
Assembly shall accordingly meet and sit upon 
the d;:ty. appointed by the proclamation and 
shall continue to sit and act as if it had stood 
adjourned or Parliament had stood prorogued 
to that day. 

(b) .A proclaina,tion of emergency shall, unless it 
IS sooner revoked by the President, cease to 

Provisions 
f,o,r /tim,e 
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be in force at the expiration of a period of 
fourteen days beginning on the date on which 
it was made or such longer period as may be 
provided under the next following subpara­
graph, but without prejudice to the making of 
another proclamation of emergency at or be­
fore the end of that period. 

(c) If at any time while a proclamation of emer­
gency is in force (including any time while
it is in force by virtue of the provisions of
this subparagraph) a resolution is passed by the
Assembly approving its continuance in force
for a further period, not exceeding six months,
beginning on the date on which it would other­
wise expire, the proclamation shall, if not
sooner revoked, continue in force for that
further period.

(4) A resolution such as is referred to in paragraph (1)
(c) shall, unless it is sooner revoked by a .resolution of the As­
sembly, cease to be in fOl'lce at the expiration of two years
beginning on the date on which it was passed or &nch shorter
period as may be spe,cified the,rein, but without prejudice to the
passing of another resolution by the Assembly in the manner
prescribed by that paragraph at or before the end of that period.

151.(1) Where any person is lawfully detained by virtue of 
such a provision as is referred to in article 150(2), or the move­
ment or residence within Guyana of any person or any person's 
right to leave Guyana is (otherwise than by order of a court) 
law�ully restricted by vi,rtue of such a provision as aforesaid, 
his case shall be reviewed by a tl'ibunal established for the pur­
poses of this article not later than three months from the com­
mencement of the detention or restriction and thereafter not 
later than six months from the date on which his case was last 
reviewed as aforesaid. 

(2) On any review by a tribunal in pursuance of the
preceding paragraph of the case of any person the tribunal ma,ty 
make recommendations conce.ming the necessity or expedience 
of . oolllttnuing the detention or restriction to the authority by 
whom it was ordered but, unless it is otherwise provided by law, 
that authority s·hall not be obliged to act in acco:rldance with any 
such· recommendation. 

(3) A tdbunal established for the purpose .of this article
shall he so establisheq by law and constituted in such manner as 
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to secure its independence and impartiality and presided over 
by a person appointed by the Chancellor from among persons 
entitled to practise in Guyana as attorneys-at-law. 

152.(1) Except in proceedings commenced before the 
expiration of a period of six months from the commencement of 
this Constitution, with respect to a law made under the Guyana 
Independence Order 1966 and the Constitution annexed thereto, 
nothing contained in or done under the authority of any written 
law shall be held to . be inconsistent with or in contravention of 
any provision of articles 138 to 149 (inclusive) to the extent that 
the law in question -

(a) is a law (in t,hi.s article referred to as "an exist­
ing law") that had effect as part of the law of
Guyana immediately before the commence­
ment of this Constitution, and has continued to
have effect as part of the law of GUiyana at all
times since that day;

(b) repeals and re-enacts an existing law without 
alteration; or 

(c) alters an existing law and _does not thereby

render that law inconsistent with any provi­
sion of the said articles 138 to 149 in a manner
in which, or to an extent to which, it was ·not
previously so inconsistent.

(2) In subparagraph (c) of the preceding paragraph the
reference to altering an existing : law includes references to 
repealing it and re-enacting' ·it with modifications or making 
different provisions in lieu thereof

'l 
and to modifying it; and in 

the preceding paragraph "written law'' includes any instrument 
having the force of law and in this anid the preceding paragraph 
references to the repeal and re-enactment· of an existing law 
shall be construed aiccordingly. 

(3) In relation to any :petrson who is a member of a
disciplined f<>iree raised under a law in · force in Guyana, nothing 
contained in or done under the authority of the disciplinary law 
of that force sball be held to be inconsistent with or in contra­
vention of any of the provisions of this Title, other than articles 
188, 140 and 141. 

(4) In relation to any person who is a member of a
disciplinE:d, f OljOO raised otherwis'e than as aforesaid and lawfully 
present m Guyana, nothing contained in or done under the 

59 

Savdiog of 
exiistilllg 
laiw.s ,� 
disaip;un­
,arr1y :1a1W1S. 



60 

Enf.O·rce­
ment ,rnf 
proteiative 
p,notvti'Sions. 

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
CO-OPERATIVE REPUBLIC OF GUY ANA 

authority of the disciplinary law of that force shall be h4::l� to 
be inconsistent with or in contravention of any of the provisions 
of this Title. 

153.(1) Subject to the prov1s10ns of paragraph (6), if any 
person alleges that any of the pro:visions of a:r.ti.cles 138 t.o 151 
(inclusive) has been, is being or is likely to be contravened in 
relation to him (or, in the case of a person who is detained, if 
any other �rson alleges such a contravention in :relation to the 
detained person), then, without prejudice to any other action 
with respect to the same matter which is lawfully available, that 
person (or that other person) may apply to the Higlh Court for 
redress. 

(2) The High Court shall have original jurisdiction -

(a) to hear and determine any application made
by any person in pursuance of the preceding
paragraph;

(b) to determine any question arising in the case
of any person which is ref erred to it in pursu:­
ance of the next following parag:raph,

and may make such orders, issue such writs and give such 
directions as it may consider appropriate for the purpose of 
enfo,rcing or securing the enforcement of any of the provisions 
of articles 138 to 151 (inclusive): 

Provided that the High Court shall not exercise its powers 
under this paragraph if it is satisfied that adequate. means of 
redress are or have been available to the person concerned. under 
any other law. 

(3) If in any proceedings in any court subordinate to
the High Court any question a;rises as to the contravention of 
any of the provisions of articles 138 to 151 (inclusive}, the person 
presiding in that court shall ref er the question to the High Court 
unless, in his opinion, the raising of the question is merely 
frivolous or vexatious. 

(4) Where any question is referred to the High Court
in pursuance of parag:raph (3), the High Court shall give its 
decision upon the question and the court in which the question 
arose shall dispose of the case in accordance with that decision 
or, if that decision is the subject of an appeal under this Constitu,­
tion to the Court of A.ppeal, in accordance with t1he decision of 
the Court of Appeal. 
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(5) Parliament may confer u,pon the High Court such 
powers in addition to those conferred by this article as may 
appear to Parliament to be necessary or desirable for the purpose 
of enabling the High Cou�t more effectively to exercise the 
jurisdiction conferred upon it by this article. 

(6) Parliament may make provision with respect to the
practice and procedure -

(a) of the High Court in relation to the jurisdiction
and powers oonf erred upon it by or under this
article;

fb) of the High Court and the Court of Appeal 
in relation to appeals to the Court of Appeal 
from decisions of the High Court in the exencise 
of such jurisdiction; 

(c) of subordinate courts in relation to references
to the High Court under pat1agraph (3),

including provision with respect to the time within which an..v 
application, reference or appeal shall or may be made or brought; 
and, subject to any provision so made, provision may be made 
with reSipect to the matters aforesaid by rules of court. 

154 In this Title, unless the context othenvise requires- iin1teirrpce­
tauon. 

''contravention", in relation to any requirement, includes a failure 
to comply with that requirement, and cognate expres­
sions shall be construed accordingly; 

"court" means any court of law having jurisdiction in G1zyana 
other than a court established by a disciplinary 
law, and in articles 138 and 140, a court established 
by a disciplinary law; 

''disciplinary law" means a law regulating the discipline of any 
disciplined force; 

"disciplined force" means -

(a) any group of persons functioning whether
wholly or partially as a naval, military, para­
military or air force;

(b) a police force;
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( c) a })rison service; or

(d) a fire service;

"legal representative", in relation to any court or other tribunal, 
means a person entitled to practise as an attorney­
at-law before such couITt or tribunal; 

"member'', in relation to a disciplined force, includes any person 
who, under the law regulating the discipline of that 
force, is subject to that discipline; and 

"national service" means service in any disciplined force a 
principal purpose of which is the waining of people 
with a view to advanoing the economic development 
of Guyana. 

TITLE 2 

PARLIAMENT 

155.(1) No person shall be qualified for election as a member of 
the National Assembly who -

(a) is, by virtue of his own act. under ·any acknowledge­
ment of allegiance, obedience or adherence to a
foreign power or staite;

(b) is a person certified to be insane or otherwise ad­
judged to be of unsound mind under any law in
force in Guyana;

( c) is under sentence of death imposed on him by a
court, or is serving a sentence of imprisonment (by
whatever name calle.d) exceeding six months im­
posed on him by a court or substituited by competent
authority for some other sentence imposed on him
by a court, or is under such a senltence of imprison­
ment the execution of which has been suspended: or

(d) holds or is acting in the office of any Judge of the
Supreme Cou1.1t of Judicature. a member of the
Elections Commission. the J Uidicial Service Com­
mission, the Public Servire Commission, the Teach­
ing Service Commission or the Police Service. Com­
mission, the Director of Public Prosecutions. the
Ombudsman. or the Auditor Genera].
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(2) No person shall be qualified to be nominated for election
as a member of the National Assembly under the provisions of article 
60 (3) or article 60 (4) if at the daJte of his nomination for such election 
he is a member of lt:he Assembly under the provisions of article 60 (2) 
or article 160 (2). 

(3) No person shall be qualified to be nominated for election
as a member of the NaJtional Assembly under the provisions of article 
60 (2) or article 160 (2) if aJt the date of his nomination for such election 
he is or is nominated for election ·as a member of the Assembly under 
the provisions of paragraph (3) or (4) of article 60. 

(4) No person, shall be qualified to be nominated for election
as a member of the National Assembly unper the provisions of article 
60 ( 4) if at the darte of his nomination for such election he is or is 
nomina'ted for election as a member of the A�embly under the provi­
sions of article 60 (3). 

(5) No person shall be qualified to be nominated for election
as a member of the National Assembly under 1he provisions of article 
60 (3) if at 1the date of his nomination for such election he is or is nomi­
natecl for election as a member of the Assembly under the provisions 
of article 60 (4). 

(6) Without prejudice to the provisions of paragraphs (1).
(2), (3) and (4), Parliament may provide t:4at a person shall not be 
qualified for election as a member of the'National Assembly in any of 
the fol1owing cases,. that is to say -

(a) if he holds or is acting in any office that is specified
by Parliament anid the functions of which involve
responsibility for, or in connection with, the conduct
of an election or ithe compilation or revision of any
register of electors for the purposes of an election;

(b) subject to any exceptions and limitations prescribed
by Parliament, if he has any such interest in any
such Government contract, as may be so prescribed;

( c) · subject as aforesaid. if -

(i) he holds or is acting in or performing the func­
tions of any office or appointment prescribed
by Parliament either individually or by reference
to a class of off,ice or appointment;

(ii) he belongs to any armed force of Guyana or
to any class of persons that is comprised in any
such force; or
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(iii) he belongs to any police force of Guyana or to

any class of persons that is comprised in any
such force;

(d) if. during such period (not exceeding five yearn)
preceding the election day as may be pr�ribed by
Parliament. he -

(i) has been convicted by a court of an offence re­
lating to excitement of hostility or iU-will
again.st any person or class of persons on the
grounds of his or their race; or

(ii) has been convicted by a court of any offence
conne.dted with an election that is so prescribed
or has been reported guilty of such an dffooce
by the High Court in proceedings under article
163:

Provided that Parliamelllt may empower the

court to exempt a person from disqualification for 
election on account of such a conviotion or report 
if the oourtt peems it just so to do. 

(7) For the purposes of paragraph (1) (c) -

(a) two or more sentences of imprisonment that are re­
quired to be served consecutively shall be regarded
as separaite sentences if none of those sentences ex­
ceeds six months, but if any one of those sentences
exceeds ithat term they shall be regarded as one
sentence; and

(b) no account shall be taken of a sentence of imprison­
ment imposed as an altemative ,to or in default of
the payment of a fine.

(8) In paragraph (6) (b) "Government contract" means any

contra�t made with the Government of Guyana· or with a departmenlt 
of that O:,vernment or with an officer of that Government contracting 
as such. 

156.(1) A member of the National Asseutbly shall vacate his seat 
therein -

(a) if he resigns it by writing under his hand a,Jdressed
to the Speaker or, if the office of Speaker is vacant
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or the Speaker is absent from Guyana, to the Deputy 
Speaker; 

(b) if he is absent from the sittings of the Assembly for 
such period, and in such circumstances, as may be 
prescribed in the rules of procedure of the Assembly; 

(c) if he ceases to be a citizen of Guyana:
(d) subjecit to the next following paragraph. if any

circumstances arise that. if be were not a member
of the Assembly, would cause him to be disqualified
for election as a member thereof by virtue of the
precedin� article or of any law enacted in pursuance
thereof;

( e) in the circumstances and to the extent set out in
article 178 (4);

(f) in the case of a member who has been elected pursu­
ant to the provisio11s of artide 61 or article 160 (2).
whenever Parliament is dissolved;

(g) in the case of a member who has been elected pur­
suant to the provisions of paragraph (3) or (4) of
article 60, but subjeot to the provisions of sub­
paragraph (h), whenever the body by which he was
elected is dissolved; or

(h) in the case of a member such as is referred to in sub­
paragraph (g) but who holds office as Speaker, Min­
ister, Minority Leader or Parliamentary Secretary, 
where the body by which he was elected as such 
member is dissolved at a time when the National 
Assembly is not dissolved, immediately before the 
holding of any election under the provisions of para­
graph (3) or (4) of article 60 in consequence of the 
dissolution of that body or upon the occurrence of 
a dissolution of the National Assembly, whichever 
shaU occur first. 

(i) · (a} If circumstances such as are referred to in subpara·
graph (d) of the preceding paragraph arise in relation 
to a member of the Assembly by virtue of the fact 
that h� is adjudged to be of unsound mind, sentenced 
to death or imprisonment. or convicted or reported 
guilty of� offepce and if it is open to the member 
to appeal against the decision (either with the leave 
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of a court or other authority or without such leave), 
he shall forthwith cease to perform his functions as 
a member of the Assembly but, subject to the next 
following subparagraph, he shall not vacate his seat 
until :the expiration of a period of thirty days there­
after: 

Provided ithat the Speaker may, at the request of the 
member, from time to time extend thait period for fur­
ther periods of thirty days to enable the member to 
pursue an appeal against the decision, so. however. 
that extensions of time exceeding in the aggregate one 
hundred and fifty days shall not be given without 
the approval of the Assembly signified by resolution. 

(b) lf, 0n the determination of any appeal, such circum­
stances continue to exist and no funher appeal is
open ·to the member of the Assembly. or if, by reason
of the expiration of any perioid for entering an appeal
or notice thereof or the refusal Qi. leave or for any
other reason, it ceases to be open to the member to
appeal, he shall forthw1th vacate his seat.

(c) If at any time before the member of the Assembly
vacates his seat such circumstances as aforesaid
cease to exist. his seat shall not become vacant by
reason of those circumstances, and he may resume
the performance of his functions as a member of the
Assembly.

157. A person shall vacate the office of Speaker or Deputy
Speaker whenever the Assembly first meets after a dissolution of Parlia­
ment and also -

(a) in the case of a Speaker elected from among the
members of the Assembly or in the case of the
Deputy Speaker -

(i) if he ceases to be a member of the Assembly
for any cause other than a dissolution of Parlia­
ment or of a regional democratic council or of
the National Congress of Local Democratic
Organs or the operation of article 156(1) (h):

Provided that where a person, who holds the
office of Speaker, ceases to be a member of the Na­
tional Assembly by virtue of the holding of an elec­
tion referred to in article 156(1) (f), he shall not by 
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reason thereof vacate the office of Speaker if at such 
election he is re-elected as a member of the As­
sembly; 

(ii) if, by virtue of paragraph (2) fa) of the pre�­
ing article he is required to cease to perform his
functions as a member cf ithe Assembly; or

(iii) if he is appointed to be a Minister or a Parlia­
mentary Secretary;

(b) in the case of a Speaker elected from among persons
who are not members of the Assembly if he ceases
to be a citizen of Guyana or if any circumstances
arise that would cause him to be disqualified for
election as a member of the Assembly by virtue of
article. 155 or of any law enacted in pursuance there­
of;

(c) if he announces the resignation of his office to the
Assembly or if by writing under his hand addressed.
in the case of the Speaker, to the Oerk of the As­
sembly or in the case of the Deputy Speaker, to the
Speaker (or, if the office of Speaker is vacal1lt or the
Speaker is absent from Guyana. to the Clerk) he
resigns that office; or

(d) in the case of the Deputy Speaker, if he is elected
to be Speaker.
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158.(1) Subject to the provisions of the next following paragraph, cJr'4r �ind 

the Clerk of the National Assembly shall vacate his office when he �:r'i.,ty 
attains the age of sixty-five years or such later age as may, in any 
particular case, be prescribed by the Commission appointed under 
paragraph (4). 

(2) The Clerk shall be removed from office by the President
if, but shall not be so removed unless. the National Assembly, by a 
resolution which has received the affirmative votes of a majority of ·all 
,the elected memhers thereof, has resolved that he ought to be so re­
moved for inability to discharge- the functions of his office (whether 

arising from infirmity of body or mind or any other cause) or for mis­
behaviour. 

(3) The. provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) shall apply to
the Deputy Oerk as they apply to the Clerk. 
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(4) Subject 1:o the provisions of article 222 the terms of ser­
vice (including salary and allowances) of the Clerk an,d Deputy Clerk 
shall be determined from time to time by a Commission consisting of 
the Speaker, as Chairman, the Minister responsible for finance or a 
person nominated by that Mini�1:er to represent him at any meeting of 
the Commission and one other Minister designated from time to time 
by rthe Prime Minister. 

(5) A person who is a public officer may, without ceasing
to hold office in the public service, be appointed in accordance with 
the provisions of this article to the office of Oerk or Deputy Oerk, 
but-

(a) no such appointment shall be made without the con­
currence of the appropriate service authority;

(b) the provisions of paragraphs (1), (2) and (3) shall,
in relation to an officer so appointed, apply, subject
to the provisions of subparagraph (d) as respects his
service as Clerk or Deputy Clerk. hurt not as respects
his service as a public officer;

(c) an officer so appointed shall not. during his continu­
ance in the office of Clerk or Deputy Clerk, perform
the functions of any public office; and

(d) an officer so appointed may at any time be appointed
by the appropriate service authority to assume or
resume the functions of a public office and he shall
thereupon vacate his office as Clerk or Deputy
Clerk, but no appointment under this subparagraph
shall be made without the concurrence of ithe
Speaker.

(6) In the preceding paragraph "the appropriate service au­
thority" means the authority in which, under the provisions of this 
Constitution, is vested the power to make appointments to the public 
office he1d by the person to be appointed as Clerk or Deputy Clerk or 
the functions of which the Clerk or Deputy Clerk is to be appointed to 
assume or resume, as the case may be. 

(7) The functions conferred by this article on the Speaker
shall. if there is no person holding the office of Speaker or if the 
Speaker is absent from Guyana . or is otherwise unable to perform 
those functions, be perf ormeid by the Deputy Speaker. 

159.(1) No person shall vote at an election unless he is registered 
as an eJeotor. 
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(2) Subject to the provisions of paragraphs (3) and (4). a per­
son shall be qualified to be registered as an elector for elections if. and 
shall not be so qualified unless. on the qualifying date, he is of the age 
of eighteen years or upwards and either -

(a) is a citizen of Guyana; or

(b) is a Commonwealth citizen who is not a citizen of
Guyana and who is domiciled and resident in Guy­
ana and has been so resident for a period of one
ye-a.r immediately preceding the qualifying date.

(3) No person shall be qualified to be so registered who on
the qualifying date is a person certified to be insane or otherwise 
adjudged to be of unsound mind under any law in force in Guyana. 

(4) No person shall be qualified to be so registered if during
such period (not exceeding five years) preceding the qualifying date as 
may be prescribed by Parliament, he has been convicted by a court of 
any offence connected with elections that is so prescribed or has been 
reported guilty of such an offence by the High Court in proceedings 
under article 163: 

Provided that Parliament may empower the court to exempt a 
person from disqualification for registration on account of such a con­
viction or report if the court deems it just so to do. 

(5) In this article "the qualifying date" means such date as
may be appointed by or under an Act of Parliament as the date with 
reference to which a register of electors shall be compiled or revised. 
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160.(1) Subject to the provisions of the next following paragraph Electora.1 
t.he system of proportional representation referred to in article 60 (2) for .system. 

the election df fifty-three members of the National Assembly shall be
as follows-

(aY votes shall be cast throughout Guyana in favour of 
lists of candidates; 

(b) each elector shall have one vote and may cast it in 
favour of any of the lists; and 

(c) the seats of the said fifty-three elected members in

the Assembly shall be allocated between the lists in
such a manner that the proportion that the number of
such seats allocated to each list bears to the number
of votes cast in favour of the list is as nearly as may
be the same for each list.
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(2) Parliament may make provision for division of Guyana

into such number of electoral areas. not being more than half the num­
ber of the said fifty-three elected members of the Assembly. as 
Parliament may prescribe and for the election in each such area of one 
member of the Assembly. each elector having for this purpose one vote 
in addition to the vote which he may cast in favour of a list of candi­
dates; but. if Parliament makes provision as aforesaid, then -

(a) a person may stand as a candidate for election in any
such electoral area only if. in such manner as 
Parliament may prescribe. he has declared that he
supports. or has otherwise identified himself with.
one of the lists; and

(b) those of the said fifty-three seats in the Assembly for
which members are not elected in electoral areas as
aforesaid shall be allocated between the lists in ac­
cordance with the results of the voting throughout
Guyana in favour of lists in such a manner that
the proportion that the number of seats allocated to
each list, when Bf:lded to the number of members
identified wilth that list elected in electoral areas,
bears to the number of votes cast in favour of that
list is as nearly as may be the same for each list.

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, Parliament
may make provision -

(a) for the registration of electors;

(b) for the manner in which lists of candidates shall be
prepared. including the provision in a list of the
names of a sufficient number of candidates to enable
any vacancies to be filled under subparagraph (g):

(c) for the manner in which the number of seats to be
allocated to each list shall be calculated in order to
give effect to the provisions of paragraph (1) or
paragraph (2). as the case may be;

(d) for the combination of lists of candidates for the
purpose of the allocation of seats (but not for the
purpose of voting);

(e) for the extraction from the lists and declaration of
names of the candidates who have been elected:

(f) for the manner in which elections of members of the
National Assembly shall be held pursuant to the pro-
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visions of paragraphs (1) and (2) of this article or 
paragraphs (3) and (4) of article 60; 

(g)' for the filling of vacancies among the seats of mem­

bers of the National Assembly where such vacancies 
are caused otherwise than by a dissolution of 
Parliament. or of a regional council or of the 
National Congress of Local Democratic Organs; and 

(h) generally for the conduct of elections of members
of the National Assembly and for giving effect to the
provisions of this Constitution relating thereto.
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161.(1) There shall be an Elections Commission for Guyana con- Eteotii001.s 
sisting of a Chairman and such other members as may be appointed in 

comm:ssion. 

accordance with the provisions of this article. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (6). the Chairman
of the Elections Commission shall be appointed by the President. from 
among persons who hold or have held office as a judge of a court having 
unlimited jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters in some part of the 
Commonwealth or a court having jurisdiction in appeals from any such 
court or who are qualified to be appointed as any such judge. 

(3) In addition to the Chairman. there shall be one member
of the Commission (hereinafter referred to as a "representative mem­
ber") in respect of every list of candidates which at the election next 
preceding the appointment of such member obtained not less than 
five seats in the Assembly: 

Provided that no appointment shall be made under this paragraph 
during the period of three months immediately following the date of an 
election held pursuant to the provisions of article 61. 

(4) For the purposes of the preceding paragraph a list shall
be regarded as having obtained a seat in the Assembly if a seat has been 
aJlocated to that list or if a person identified with that list has been 
elected in an electoral area established under article 160(2) . 

(5) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (6). a representative
member of the Commission shall be appointed by the President. acting 

in accordance with the advice of the mem
b

er of the Assembly whose 
name (excluding the name of the President) appears first on the list in 
respect of which (the member is appointed or. if a majority of the mem­
bers of the Assembly who be.long to that list notify the President that 
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he should act in accordance with the advice of some other member of 
the Assembly who belongs to that list, in accordance with the advice 
of that member: 

Provided that if occasion arises for making an appointment while 
Parliament stands dissolved this subsection shall have effect as if 
Parliament had not been dissolved. 

(6) A person shall be disqualified for appointment as a mem­
ber of the Commission if he is a public officer or an alien. 

(7) A member of the Elections Commission shall vacate his
office -

(a) at the expiration of three months from the date of
the election held pursuant to the provisions of article
61 and next following his appointment; or

(b) if any circumstances arise that, if he were not a mem-
ber of the Commission, would cause him to be dis-
qualified for appointment as such.

(8) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal
from office) shall apply to the office of member of the Elections Com­
mission, and, for the purposes of paragraphs (4) and (6) of that article, 
the prescribed authority shall be the Prime Minister: 

Provided that, before tendering any advice to the President under 
paragraph (4) of the said article in relation to the representative mem­
ber appointed in respect of a list other than that to which the Prime 
Minister belongs, the Prime Minister shall consult the person on whose 
advice, if the office of that member were vacant, the President would act 
under paragraph (5) in appointing a person to fill the vacancy. 

(9) If, by reason of his illness, absence from Guyana or sus­
pension under the said article 225, any member of the Elections Com­
mission is unable to perform his functions as such, a temporary mem­
ber may be appointed in his place. 

(10) The provisions of this article shall apply in relation to the
appointment of a temporary member of the Commission and to a 
temporary member appointed in accordance with this article as they 
apply in relation to the member of the Commission in whose place he is 
appointed: 

Provided that his appointment shall have effect only for the period 
ending when the person in whose place he has been appointed resumes 
his functions as, or ceases to be, a member of the Commission. 
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(11) For the purposes of paragraphs (5) and (8) a person shall
be regarded as belonging to a list if his name appears on that list or if 
he was identified with that list and elected in an electoral area 
established under article 160(2). 

162. (1) The Elections Commission shall have such functions con- tFun,C!l'i!Ons

nected. with or relating to the registration of electors or the conduct of �!;i�:.� 
elections as are conferred upon it by or under this Constitution or. sub-
ject thereto. any Act of Parliament; and, subject to the provisions of 
this Constitution, the Commission -

(a) shall exercise general direction and supervision over
the registration of electors and the administrative
conduct of all elections of members of the
National Assembly; and

(b) shall issue such instructions and take such action as
appear to it necessary or expedient to ensure im­
partiality. fairness and compliance with the pro­
visions of this Constitution or of any Act of
Parliament on the part of persons exercising powers
or performing duties connected with or relating to
the matters aforesaid.

(2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Constitu­
tion, if the Elections Commission is satisfied that the holding of an elec­
tion pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (2) or (3) or (4) of article 
60 or article 160(2) on the day appointed therefor would be attended, 
either generally or in a particular area, by danger or serious hardship, 
it may, after consultation with the Prime Minister and the Minority 
Leader, by notice published in the Gazette -

(a) postpone the holding of the election to a day

specified in the notice; or

(b) postpone the voting in any area specified in the 
notice to a day so specified. 

J.63.(1) Subject to the provisions of this article, the High Court Determioa-

d · 
tion of 

shall h�ve exclusive jurisdiction to etermme any question -
quiestions ,ais 
1,o :member­
sh:p and 

(a) regarding the qualification of any person to be eleati-o.ns. 

elected as a member of the National Assembly;
(b) whether -

(i) either generally or in any particular place, an
election has been lawfully conducted or the
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result thereof has been, or may have been, 

affected by any unlawful act or omission. 

(ii) the seats in the Assembly have been lawfully
allocated;

(iii) a seat in the Assembly has become vacant; or

(iv) any member of the Assembly is required under
the provisions of article 156(2) to cease to
exercise any of his functions as a member
thereof:

(c) regarding the filling of a vacant seat in the Assembly;
or

(d) whether any person has been validly elected as
Speaker of the Assembly from among persons who
are not members thereof or, having been so elected.
has vacated the office of Speaker.

(2) Proceedings for the determination of any question referred
to in the preceding paragraph may be instituted by any person (includ­
ing the Attorney General) and, where such proceedings are instituted by 
a person other than the Attorney General, the Attorney General if he 
is not a party thereto may intervene and (if he intervenes) may appear 
or be represented therein. 

(3) An appeal shall lie to the Court of Appeal -

(a) from the decision of a Judge of the High Court
granting or refusing leave to institute proceedings for
the determination of any question referred to in
paragraph (l);

(b) from the determination by the High Court of any such
question, or against any order of the High Court
made in consequence of such determination.

(4) Parliament may make provision with respect to -

(a) the circumstances and manner in which and the con­
ditions upon which proceedings for the determina­
tion of any question under this article may be
instituted in the High Court and an appeal may be
brought to the Court of Appeal in respect thereof;

(b) the consequences of the determination of any ques­
tion · under this . article and the powers of the High
Court in relation to the determination of any such
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question. including (without prejudice to the 
generality of . th� foregoing power) provision 
empowering the High .Court to order the holding of 
a fresh election tlirotighout Guyana or a fresh ballot 
in any part thereof or the re-allocation of seats in 
whole or in part;· and 

(c) the practice and procedure of the High Court in
relation to the jurisdiction and powers conferred
upon it by or under this article and of that Court and
the Court of . A,ppeal in relation to appeals to the
Court of Appeal under this ·article,

and. subject to any provision so made. provision may be made with res­
pect to the matters aforesaid by rules of court. 

(5) In this article reference to any person being elected shall
be read and constmed as a reference to any person being elected under 
paragraph (2) or (3) or (4) of article 60 or under article 160(2). as the 
case may be. 

164.(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraphs (2) and (3), a Bill iPirooedure 

for an Act of Parliament to alter this Constitution shall not be passed �Olr au�r· 
by the National Assembly unless it is supported at the final voting in �nc:.sJ: 
the Assembly by the votes of a majority of all the elected members of Uion.c 
the Assembly. 

(2) A Bill to alter any of the following provisions of this Con­
stitution. that is to say -

(a) this article. articles 1, 2, 8. 9, 18, 51. 66, 89, 99 and
111; and

(b) articles 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10 to 17 (inclusive), 19 to 39 (in­
c1usive), 40 to 49 (inclusive). 52. 53. 54. 59, 60, 62,
65, 67. 69, 70, 90 to 96 (inclusive), 98, 120, 121. 122,
Chapter XI (other than article 132), Chapter XII.
articles 138 to 163 (inclusive), articles 168 to. 196
(inclusive, but excepting articles 173, paragraphs (2)
and ( 5) of article 192 and article 193 ). Title 6, Title 7.
articles 222, 223. 225. 226, 231 and 232,

\ 
i 

shall not be submitted to the President fo'r his assent unless the Bill. 
not less than two and not more than.six months after its passage through 
the National Assembly, has, in such manner as Parliament may pres­
cribe, been submitted to the vot� :of .the electors qualified to vote in an 
election and has been approved by a· m�jority of the electors who vo�  
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Provided that if the Bill does not alter any of the provisions men­
tioned in subparagraph (a) and is supported at the final voting in the 
Assembly by the votes of not less than two-thirds of all the elected mem­
bers of the Assembly it shall not be necessary to submit the Bill to the 
vote of the electors. 

(3) In this article

(a) references to this Constitution or to any particular
provision thereof include references to any other law
in so far as that law alters the Constitution or, as the
case may be, that provision; and

(b) references to altering this Constitution or any
particular provision thereof include references to 
repealing it. with or without re-enactment thereof or 
the making of different provision in lieu thereof, to
modifying it and to suspending its operation for any
period.

165.(1) Subject to the provisions of ,this Constitution. the National 
Assembly may regulate its own procedure and may make rules for that 
purpose. 

(2) The Assembly may act notwithstanding any vacancy in
its membership (including any vacancy not filled when the Assembly 
first meets after rthe commencement of this Constitution or after .any 
dissolution of Parliament) and the presence or participation of any 
person not endlled to be present at or to participate in 1the proceedings 
of tha Assembly shall not invalidate those proceedings. 

166.(1) The Speaker, or. in his absence. the Deputy Speaker or, 
if rt:hey are both absent, a member of the National Assembly (not being 
a Minister or a Parliamentary Secretary) elected by the Assembly for 
the sitting shall preside at any sitting of the Assembly. 

(2) References in this article to circumstances in which the
Speaker or Deputy Speaker is absent include references to circum­
stances in which the office of Speaker or Deputy Speaker is vacant. 

167. No member of the National Assembly shall take part in
the proceedings of ;the Assembly ,(other than proceedings necessary for 
the purpose of 'this article) until he has made and subscribed before the 
Assembly the oath of office: 

Provided that the election of a Speaker and Deputy Speaker of 
the Assembly may take place before ilhe members thereof have made 
and subscribed such oath. 
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168.:(1) Save as otherwise provided by this Constitution. all ques­
tions propostp for decision in the National Assembly shall be deter· 
mined by 'a majority of the votes of the members present and voting. 

(2) Except .as provided by the next following paragraph. !the
Speaker or other member presiding in the Assembly shall not vote un­
less on any question the votes are equally divided. in which case he 
shall have and exercise a casting vote. 

(3) A Speaker elected from among persons who are not mem ..
·hers of the AS;Semb]y .shall have neither an original nor a casting vote
and if. upon 'any question before the Assemb]y when such a Speaker is
,presiding. the votes of the members are equally divided. !the motion
·shall be lost.

169. If objection is taken by any member of the National As-
sembly present that there are present in the Assembly (besides the
person presiding) less than one4hird of all the elected members of the
Assembly, and, after such interval as may be prescribed in )the rules
of procedure of the Assembly, the i;>erson presiding ascertains that 
there are still present less than one-third of all the elected members, he
:shall !thereupon adjourn the Assembly.

170.(1) Subject to ithe provisions of article 66(3). the power of 
·parliament to make laws· sha11 be exercised by Bills passeid by the Na­
tional Assembly and assented to by the President.

(2) When a Bill is presented to lthe President for assent, he
· shall signify 11:ha.t he assents or that he withholds assent.

(3) Where ,the President withholds his .assent to a Bill. he
shall return irt to the Speaker within twenty-one days of the date when
it was presented to him for assent with a message stating the reasons 
why he has withheld his �ent.

(4) Where a Bill is so returned to the Speaker iit shall non:
again be presented to the President for assent unless within six months

, of the Bill being so returned upon a motion supported by rthe votes of
not Jess than two-thirds of all the elected members of the National
Assembly the Assembly resolves that lthe Bill be again presented for 
assent.

(5) Where ,the National Asseinbly so resolves that a Bill be
.again presented for assent, the Bil1 shall be so presented and the Presi­
dent shall assent to it within twenty-one days of its presenltation unless
he sooner dissolves Parliament. 

(6) A Bill shall not become law unless it has been duly passed
and assented to in accordance with this Constitution.

" 

171.(1) Subject to the provisions of \this Constitution and of the Introduct100 
mle.s of procedure of the National As&mbly, any member of the A&- 0' Bin., etc.
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.�l sem bly may introduce any Bill or proJX)Se any motion for debate in. 
or may present any petition ,to, ,the A.ssembly, and the same shall be 
debated and disposed of according to the rules of procedure of the 
Assembly. 

(2) Except on the recommendation or with rthe consent of the
C.abinet signifie4 by a Minister. the Assembly shall not -

(a) proceed upon any Bill (including any amendment to
a Bill) which, in the opinion of the person presiding,
makes provision for any of ;the following purposes

(i) for imposing or increasing any tax;

(ii) for imposing any charge upon the Consolidated
Fund or any other public fund of Guyana or
for altering any such charge otherwise than by
reducing it;

(iii) for the payment. issue or withdrawal from the
C.Onsolidated Fund or any other public fund
of Guyana of any moneys not charged thereon
or any increase in the amount of such a pay­
ment. issue or withdrawal; or

(iv) for compounding or remitting any debt due ro
Guyana; or

(b) proceed upon any motion (including any amendment
to a motion) the effect of which, in the opinion of
the person presiding. would be to make provision for
any of the purposes aforesaid.

iPrivileges, 172.(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraphs (2), (3) and (4), 
etc., of Parliament may by law determine the privileges, immunities and powers 
members 

Of h th th f the Nauionail of t e National Assembly and e members ereo . 
iAssem.bly. 

(2) No civil or criminal proceedings may be instituted against
�ny member of 1the Assembly for words spoken before, or written in a 
report to. the Assembly or to a committee thereof or by reason of 
any matter or thing brought by hinL therein by petition. bill. resolution. 
motion or otherwise. 

(3) For 'the duration of any session, members of the Assembly
shall enjoy freedom from arrest for any civil debt. 

(4) No process issued by any court in the exercise of its civil
jurisdiction shall be served or executed within the precincts of ,the 

, Assembly while the Assembly is sitting or through the 5peaker. the 

Clr;rk or.any officer of the Assembly 



THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
CO-OPERATIVE REPUBLIC OF GUY ANA 

TITLE 3 

THE SUPREME CONGRESS OF TIIE PEOPLE 
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173.(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution. the Supreme� 
Congress of the People may regulaJte its own procedure and may make�­
rules for that purpose. 

(2) The Supreme Congress of the People may 3Clt notwith­
stauding any vacancy in its membership ,(including any vacancy not 
fillal when ithe Congress first meets after the commencement of this 
Constitution or after any dissolution of Parliament) and the presence 
or· participation of any person not entitleµ to be present at or to 
paI1ticipate in the proceedings of the Congress shall not invalidate those 
proceedings. 

174.(1) All questions proposal for decision in the Supreme Con- v� 
gress of the People shall be determined by a majority of the votes of 
the members present and voting. 

(2) The Chairman of the Supreme Congress of the People
shall not vote unless on any question the votes are equally divided, in 
which. case he shall have and exercise a casting vote. 

175. H objection is taken by any member of the Supreme Con- Qulolnun,.,
gress of the People that there are presoot in the Congress (besides 1the 
person presiding) less than one-thi.rid of all the members of the Con-
gress and, after such interval as may be prescribed in the rules of pro-
cedure of the Congress, lthe person presiding ascertains that there are 

.-still present less than one-third of all the members, he shall thereupon 
. adjourn ,the Congress 

176.(1) ParJiament may by law determine the privileges, immuni- !P,nliV'i'lleg.es 

-ties, and powers of the Supreme Congress of the People and the mem- �P�:ie
bers thereof. eoogreu 

of the 

(2) No civil or criminal proceedings may be instituted against
1Peoi,Ie • 

. any member of the Congress for words spoken before or written in a
report to, the Congress or tto a committee thereof or by reason of any
matter or thing brought by him therein by peltition, r�lution, motion
or otherwise.

(3) For the duration of any session members of the Congress
·shall enjoy freedom from arrest for any civil debt.

(4) No process issued by any court in the exercise of its civil
jurisdidtion shall be served or executed within the precincts of the Con­
,gress while the Congress is sitting or through 1the Chairma� the Clerk 
or any officer of the Con�ess. 
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TITLE 4 

THE PRESIDENT 

177.(1) Any list of candidates for an e�ection held pursuant 
to the provisions of article 60(2) shall designate not more than 
one of those candidates as a Presidential candidate. An elector 
voting at such an election in favour of a list designating a 
Presidential candidate (hereinafter referred to as a "Presidential 
list") shall be deemed to be also voting in favour of that Presi­
dential candidate. 

(2) A Presidential candidate shall be deemed to have
been eleicted as President and shall be so declared by the Chair­
man of the Elections Commission -

(a) if he is the only Presidential candidate at the
election; or

(b) where there are two or more Presidential
candidates, if more votes are cast in favour of
the Presidential list in which he is designated
as Presidential candidate than in favour of any
othe,r Presidential list.

(3) Where no person is elected as President under
paragraph (2) and where the votes cast in favour of each Presi­
dential list are equal in number, or where the votes cast in 
favour of each of two or more Presidential lists are equal in 
number but greater than the number of votes cast in favour of 
any other Presidential list, the Chairman of the Elections Com­
mission, acting in the presence of the Chancellor and of the 
public, sha�l by lot choose one of the Presidential lists in respect 
of which the votes are equal and sha!l declare the Presidential 
candidate designated in that list to be duly elected as President. 

(4) The Court of Appeal shall have exclusive jurisdic­
tion to hear and determine any question as to the validity of 
an election of a President in so far as that question depends 
upon the qua'ification of any person for election or the inter-

pretation of this Constitution; and any decision of that Court 
under this paragraph shall be final 

(5) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution,
Par:iament may make provision for giving effect to the provi· 
sions of this Title and, without prejudice to the generality 
thereof, may make provision -

(a) for the conduct of elections to the office of
President; and
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(b) with respect to the persons by whom, the
manner in which and the conditions upon which
proceedings for the determination of any
question such as is mentioned in the preceding
paragraph may be instituted in the Court of
Appeal,

and, subject to any provisions made under subparagraph (b), 
provision may be maae with respect to the matters referred to 
therein by rules of court. 

(6) 'Subject to the provisions of paragraph (4), an in·
strument which -

(a) is executed under the hand of the Chairman
of the Elections Commission; and

(b) states that a person named in the instrument
was dee ared e.ected as President at an eleclion
held pursuant to the provisions of artic�e 60(2),

shall be conclusive evidence that the person so named was so 
elected and no question as to the validity of the election as the 
President of the person so named shah be enquired into .ill any 
court. 

fh 

178.(1) The office of President shall become vacant if the Tenure or

h ldi ·t 
o.ffioe ,of 

person O ng 1 -
Presid•oot. 

(a) dies; or

(b) resigns it by writing under his hand addressed
to the Speaker; or

. (c) ceases to hold it by, virtue of the provisions 

of article 92, 179 or 180.

(2) A per$on assuming the o'ffice of President in
accordance with the provisions of this Constitution sha l be 
disqualified for any other office, employment . or appointment 
to which this paragraph app · ies · and accordingly on entering 
µpon the duties of the office of President shall vacate any such 
:<>ther office, employment or appointment held by him . 

.. · .. . .. (3) . The · preceding paragraph applies to· the offices of 
Speaker, member, Clerk or Deputy c·erk of the National Assein• 
bly, member of the National Congress of Loca� Democratic 
Organs, any Judge of t:lie Supreme Court of Judicature, member 
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of the E' ections Commission, the Judicial Service Commission, 
the Public Service Commission, the Teaching Service Commission 
. or the Police Service Commission, any public office, employment 
in any armed force of Guyana and any paid appointment as a 
member or emp· oyee of a body corporate established by law 
for public purposes. 

( 4) During any period when a Minister is performing
the functions of the office of President under article 96 or 179 
or has assumed the office under the proviso to artie· e 95(1), 
his seat in the Nationa1 Assembly shall be regarded as vacant 
and may be temporarily ffled in accordance with any provision 
made under artic·e 160(3). At the expiration of the period the 
person temporarily filing the seat sl>.1.ll vacate it and the seat 
shaH thereupon be resumed by the Minister : 

Provided that the person so vacating the seat shall be 
eligib:e for re-election under any provision made as aforesaid. 

179.(1) If the Cabinet resolves� upon a motion supported 
by the votes of a maiority of a· 1 the members of the Cabinet, 
that the question of the physical or menta1 capacity of the Pre­
sident to discharge the functions of bis of'!ice ou�bt to be in­
vesfarated and so informs the Chancer or. the Chancellor s1ia·1 
appoint a board consisting of not less than three persons selected 
by him from amon� persons who are qua i :-ied as medical 
practitioners under the law of Guyana or under the law of any 
other country in the Commonwea'th, and the board shall enquire 
into the matter and sha'l make a report to the Chancellor stating 
the opinion of the board whether or not the President is, by 
reason of any infirmity of body or mind, incapab • e of discharg­
ing the functions of his office. 

(2) M the board reports that the President is incapab'e
of discharging the functions of the offi"e of Presi<lent. the 
Chancellor shall certify in writing accordingly and thereupon 
the President shall cease to hold office. 

(3) Where the Cabinet reso�ves that the question of
the physical or menta: capacity of the President to discharge 
the functions of his office shou·d be investigated the President 
shall, until another person assumes the office of President or 
the board appointed in pursuance of paragraph (1) reports that 
the President is not incapable of discharging the functions of 
his office (whichever is the earlier), cease to perform the func­
tions of· his office and those functions shall be performed by -

{a) the Prime Minister; or 
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(b) during any period wr�n ther:; is no Prime

Minister or the Prime Minister is absent from
Guyana or is unab � e, . by reason of physical or
mental infirmity, to discharge the functions of
his office, by such member of the Cabinet, be­
ing an e: ected member of the National Assem­
bly, as the Cabinet shall elect :

Provided that any person per:orming the functions of the 
office of President under this paragraph shall not disso ve 
Paflament or, save on the advice of the Cabinet, revoke any 
appointment made by the President. 

(4) A motion for the purposes of paragraph (1) may be
proposed at any meeting of the Cabinet by any member thereof. 

83 

180.(1) If notice in writing is given to the Speaker of the ReanJ�va1 or 

Nationa1
. Assembly, signed by not 1ess than one-half of all the fi�;?01�,tm 

elected members of the Assemb y, of a motion alleging that the ff ieo.nS1t11tu­

President has committed any vio:ation of the Constitution or �1�c:,�d��{ss 

any gross misconduct and specifying the particulars of the al-
legations and proposing that a tribunal: be established under 
this artk e to investigate those allegations, the Speaker sha.l -

(a) if Pa,rliament is then sitting or has been
summoned to me.et within fi v� days, cause the
motion to be considered by the Assembly with­
in seven days of the notice; or

(b) if Parliament is not then sitting (and notwith­

standing that it may be prorogued) summon 
the Assembly to meet within twenty-one days 
of the notice and cause the motion to be con­
sidered at that meeting. 

(2) Where a motion under this artic'e is proposed for
consideration by the National Assembly, the Assemb.y shall not 
debate the motion but the person presiding in the Assemb y 
sha 1 forthwith cause a vote to be taken on the motion and, 
if the motion is supported by .the votes of not less than two­
thirds of al the elected members. of. the Assembly, shaJ declare 
tt e motion to be passed. 

(3) If the motion is dec1ared to be passed under
paragraph (2) -

(a) the Chancer or , shall appoint a tribunal which 
sha I consist of a chairman and not less than 
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two other members se�ected by the Chanceror 
from among persons who hold or have held 
offi<'e as a Judge of a court having unlimited 
jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters in 
some part of the Commonwealth or a court 
having jurisdiction on appeals from any such 
court; 

(b) the tribunal sha,l investigate the matter and
shall report to the National Assembly whether
it finds the particulars of the alle,gations sped·
fled in the motion to have been substantiated;

( c) the President shall have the right to appear
and be represented before the tribuna 1 during
its investigation of the aJegations against him.

(4) If the tribunal reports to the National Assemb1y
that the tribunal finds that the particu ars of any allegation 
against the President specified in the motion have not been sub­
stantiated no further proceedings shall be taken under this 
article in respect of that a:Jegation. 

(5) If the tribunal reports to the National Assembly
that the tribunal finds that the particu-ars of any al egation 
specified in the motion have been substantiated, the Assembly 
may, on a motion supported by the votes of not �ess than three­
quarters of a I elected members of the Assembly, resolve that 
the President has been gui ty of such violation of the Con­
stitution or, as the case may be, such gross misconduct as is 
mcompatible with his continuance in offir·e ::lS Pre ident anrL 
if the Assemb·y so resolves, the President shall cease to hold 
office upon the third day foJowing the passage of the reso:ution 
unless he sooner disso� ves Parliament. 

181.(1) The President shall receive such salary and ar ow­
ances as may be prescribed under the provisions of artic. e 222. 

(2) A person who has held the office of President
sha�l receive such pension or, upon the expira:ion of his term 
of office, such gratuity as may be prescribed by Par. iament. 
Any sucu pension or gratuity shall be a charge on the Consoli­
dated Fund. 

Immurnilllies 182.(1) Subject to the provisions of article 180, the holder 
�f

enf resl- of the office of President shal I not be personally answerab: e 
to any court for the performance of the functions of his office 
or for any act done in the performance of those functions and 
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no proceedings, whether criminal or civil, sha·1 be instituted 
against him in his personal capadty in respect thereof either 
during his term of office or thereafter. 

(2) Whilst any person ho� ds or performs the functions
of the office of President no criminal proceedings shall be in­
stituted or continued against him in respect of anything done 
or omitted to be done by him in his private capacity and no 
civil proceedings sha-1 be instituted or continued in respect of 
which re· ief is claimed against him for anything done or omitted 
to be done in his private capacity. 

(3) Where provision is made by law limiting the time Ten,ure O\f 

within which proceedings of any description may be brought ���t:!s. 
against any person, the period during which any person ho ds 
the office of President shall not be taken into account in cal­
culating any period of time prescribed by that : aw for bringing 
any such proceedings as are mentioned in paragraph (2) against 
him. 

TITLE 5 

THE EXECUTIVE 

Subtitle 1 

Ministers, etc. 

183.(1) The office of a Minister who was not an elected 
member of the Assembly at the time of his appointment and has 
not subsequently become such a member shall become vacant if 
the holder of the office -

(a) ceases to be a citizen of Guyana; or

(b) if he becomes disqualified for election as a
member of the Assembly by virtue of article
155 or of any law enacted in pursuance thereof.

{2) The office of any other Minist.er shall become 
vacant if the holder of the office -

(a) ceases to be a member of the Assembly for any
cause other than a dissolution of Parliament or
of a regional democratic council or of the
National Congress of Local Democratic Organs
or the operation of the provisions of article
156(1) {h);
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(b) is not a member of the Assembly when the
Assembly first meets after a dissolution of
Parliam"nt or after the holding of an election
pursuant to the pr,ovisions of paragraph (3) or
(4) of article 60; or

{c) is, by virtue of article 156(2), required to cease 
to perform his functions as a member of the 
Assembly. 

(3) The office of any 1\1:inister shall become vacant -

(a) if he resigns it by writin� under his hand
addressed to the President;

(b) if the President so directs; or

(c) on the election of any person to the office of
President pursuant to the p�ovisions of article
177.

1'84.(1) The President shall, if the person concerned is 
willing to be appointed, appoint as Minority Leader the elected 
member of the National Assembly who, in his judgment, is best 
able to command the support of a majority of those elected mem­
bers who do not support the Government: 

Provided that this paragraph shall have effect in relation 
to anv period betwPen a dissolution of Parliament and the day 
on which the next elertion of members of the Assembly is h0ld 
undllr thA provisions of article 61. or between a dissolution of a 
regional d"mocratic ,oounril or of the National ConQ"re�s of Local 
DPmocratk Ori:rans and the da\y on whi('h the n°xt. election by 
th�t rouncil or bv the Concr,re8� is held pursiiant t() th� nrovisions 
of o�raQ'raph (3) or (4) of artide 60. as the case may be, as if 
Parliament or that council or the Congress, as the case may be, 
had not been dissolved. 

if -
('2) The office of Minority Leader shall become vacant 

(a) the holder thereof ceases to be a member of
the .Assembly for any cause other than a dis­
�iolution of Parliament or of a regional demo­
cratic council or of the National Congress of
Local Democrati.c Ore-ans or the operation of

the provisions of article 156(1) (h); -

(b) he is not a member of the Assembly when the
Assembly first meets after a dissolution of
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Parliament or aftey the holding of an election 
pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (3) or 
(4) of article 60;

(c) by virtue of article 156(2) he is required to
cease to exercise his functions as a member of
the Assembly; or

(d) his appointment is revoked under the provi­
sions of the next following paragraph.

(3) If, in the judgment of the P,resident, the Minority
Leader is no longer the member of the Assembly best able to 
command th3 support of a majority of th0!3e elected members of 
the Assembly who do not support the Government, the President 
shall revoke the appointment of the Minority Leader. 

(4) Whenever the office of Minority Leader is vacant
by reason of the fact that the person qualified for appointment 
thereto is not willing to be appointed, any provision of this Con­
stitution that .requires a:rw person or authority to perform any 
function after consultation with the Minority Leader shall, in 
so far as it contains that requirement, be of no effect. 

185.(1) A person shall not be qualified to be apoointed as AJtt01mey 

Attorney General unless be is qualified to be appointed as ·a,enel'a:l.

a I\lisne Judge of the High. Court and is a citizen of Guyana. 

(2) If the Attorney General is an elected member of
the National Assembly at the time of his appointment or subse­
quently becomes su;oh a member, he shall be a Minister by virtue 
of holdin� the office of Attorney General and the orovisions of 
paragraphs (2) and (3) of article 183 shall apply to -the office of 
Attorney General. 

(3) If the Attorney General is not an elected member
of the Assembly but is Q'.ualified to be elected as such a member, 
he may be appointed by the President to be a Minister. 

(4) If an Attorney General appointed to be a Minister
under the preceding paragraph resigns his office as Attorney 
General he shall also vacate his office as a Minister. 

(5) If the Attorney General is not a Minister he shall

vacate his office if he ceases to be a. citizen of·. Guyana or if his
appointment is revoked by the President. 

· -

(6) If the office of Attorneiy General is vacant or the
holder of the office is for. any reason unable to perform the func-
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Parliament. 

Sec re-

Funattions of 
D,irector of 
Public 
Prosecu­
tions 

tions thereof the President may appoint a person, being a person 
qualified unde;r paragraph (1), to act in the office, but the provi­
sions of parag.raphs (2) and (3) shall not apply to a person so 
appointed. 

(7) An appointment unde·r the preceding paragraph
shall cease to have effect when it is revoked by the President. 

186.(1) Parliamentary Secretaries may be appointed from 
among persons who are elected members of the National Assem­
bly or are qualified to be elected as such membe,rs. 

(2) Paragraph (1) shall have effect in relation to any
period bztween a dissolution of Parliament and the day on which 
the next election of membe:rs of the Assembly is held as if Parlia­
ment had not been dissolved. 

(3) A Parliamentary Secretary who was not elected a
member of the Assembly at the time of his ap.pointment shall 
(unless he be,comes i.:mch a member) be a member of the Assembly 
by virtue of holding the office of Parliamentary Secretary but 
shall not vote in the Assembly. 

(4) Th� provisions of paragraphs (1), (2) and (3) of article
183 shall apply to the office of a Parliamentary Secretary as they 
apply to the. office of a Minister. 

187.(1) The Director of Public Prosecutions (referred to in 
this article as "the Director") shall have power in any case in 
which he considers it desirable so to do · -

(a) to insutute and undertake criminal proceedings
against any person before any court, other than
a court-martial, in respect of any offence against
the law of Guyana;

(b) to take over and continue any such criminal 
procL edings that may have been instituted by 
any other person or authority; and 

(c) to c1;�,.ont1nue at any stage before jud2:ment
is deliveI'ed any such criminal proceedings-insti­
tuted or undertaken by him or any other person
or authority.

(2) The powers of the Directqr under the preceding
paragraph may be exercised by him in person or through other 
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persons ,acting under and in accordance wifill his general or 
special instructioruJ. 

(3) The powers conferred upon the Director by sub­
paragraphs (b) and (c) of paragraph (1) shall be vested in him to 
the exclusion of any other person or authority: 

Provided that, where any other .person or authority has 
instituted criminal proceedings, nothing in this paragraph shall 
prevent the withdrawal of those proceedings by or at the instance 
of that person or authority and with the leave of the court. 

(4) In the exercise of the powers conferred upon him
by this article the Director shall not be subj�ct to the. direction 
or control of any, other person or authority. 

(5) For the purposes of this article, any appeal from any
determination in any criminal proceedings before any court, or 
any case. stated or question of law reserved for the purposes of 
any S.1.lch proceedings, to any ·other court . in Guyana shall be 
deemed to be part of those proceedings. 

188.(1) Tlle President may -

(a) grant to any person concerned in or convicted
of allN offence under the law of Guyana, a
pardon, either fre,e or subject to lawful cond.i-
tions;

(b) grant to any p9rson a respite, either indefinite.
or for a specified period, of the execution of
any punishment imposed on that person for
such an offence;

(c) substitute a less severe form of punishment
for any punishment imposed on any person for
such an offence; or

(d) remit the whole or anv part of any punishment
imposed on any person for such an offence or
of any penalty or forfeiture otherwise due to the
State on account of such an offence .

(2) Subject to the provisions of the next following para­
graph, the powers of the President under the preceding para­
graph shall be exercised by him after consultation with such 

· Minister as may from time to time be designated by him.

(3) In addition to the Minister designated generally
under ·the preceding pa;ragraph, a second -:Millister may, in the 

/P,reriogati'V'e 
Cif Mercy . 
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manner prescribed in that paragraph, be specially designated in 
relation to persons convicted by courts-martial under the law of 

Guyana; and at any time when the.re is a second Minister so 
designated, the powers of the President under paragraph (1) 
shall, in relation to such persons, be exercised after consultation 
with that other Minister. 

189.(1) There shall be an Advisory Council on the Preroga­
tive of Mercy, which shall consist of -

{a) the Minister for the time being designated 
under paragraph (2) of the preceding article, 
who shall be Chairman; 

(b) the Attorney General (if he is not the Chair­
man); and 

(c) not less than three or more than five othet
members, who shall he appolnt0d bv the P"'esi­
dent, and of whom at least one shall be a person
who is a qualified medical practitioner.

(2) A person shall not be quaiified to be appointed as a
member of the Advisory Council under subparagraph (c) of the 
preceding paragraph. if he is a member of the National Assem­
bly; and not less than three of the members so appointed shall 
be persons who a:rie not public officers. 

(3) A member of the Advisory Council appointed unde1
the said subparagraph (c) shall hold office for three years: 

Provided that his seat on the Council shall become va;cant -

(a) if he becomes a member of the Assembly or if,
not having been a public officer· at the time of

his appointment, he becomes such an officer;
or

(b) if he is removed from office by the President
for inability to discharge the functions of his
office {whether arising from infirmity of mind
or body or any other cause whatsoever) or for
misbehaviour

. ifun..:.�.-0na OJ 190.(1) Where under the law of Guyana any person has 
!�:h'? been sentenced to death by any court other than a court-martial 

for any offence against that law, the Minister designated under 
article 188(2) shall cause .. a written report of the case from the 
trial judge, toge,ther with such othe:r information deriv,ed from 
the record of the case· or' 'elsewh'ere as the Minister may · require. 
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to be taken into consideration at a m�eting . of the Advisory 
Council: and after obtaining the advice· of. the Council the Minis­
ter shall express his own deliberate opinion to the President 
as to whether he should exercise any of his .powers under that 
article in relation to. that person. . . . . .. ,• 

(2) The Minister.,designated. under article 188(2) may
,ccmsult the Advisory Council before expressing any opinion to 
the . President under that provision, but shall not be obliged to 
act in accordance with. the advice: of. the. Advisory Council. 

cedure. 
(3) The Advisory Council may regulate its own pro-

Subtitle 2 

The· Ombudsman 

191.(1) The Ombudsman· shall be appointed by:. the President AppoiinJI:. 
acting after consultation ,with the Minority Leader. �cim:b�� 

(2) The Ombudsman shall not. perfonn the functions of any
public office and shall not, without the approval of the President in 
each particular case, hold any other office of emolument, other than 
his office as Ombudsman. or engage in· any occupa tion for reward out­
side 1the duties of his office. 

(3) Subjecit to the provisions of the next following paragraph.
a person hold ing the office•of Ombudsman shall. yacate that office at 
the expiration of four years from the date of-his·appointment. 

(4) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal
from office) shall apply 1b the office of Ombudsman, and for the pur­
poses of paragraphs (4) and (6) of that article the ptescribed authority 
shall be the Pri�� M inister. 

ma.oj 

192.(1) Subject to the provisions of this art:icle, the Ombudsman 
may investigate any act.ion take� . by any �epartment of Government ��t;:: 11o 
d
or b

t 
y
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a�Y: ?ther a
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ticle

d
· �pplies, or by the P�i- :r�s��a�een , 1msiLers. o 1cers or mem :i:s o sue .. a . t;partm(!nt or authority, om.J>uds­

being action :taken in exercise of the administrative functions of ·that man. 
departmeDlt or authority. . 'i 

(2) The Ombudsrtiati :qiay investigate any such action as
aforesaid �. any of the foll9wing circ�� J�at is to say -

(a) if a complaint i;nrespeot of. tlie action is duly made
to; .,th� iwml��: by, 9:�y, per8,9�/EJt1 �Y>of per­

., .. so� :.ff, . . : . �:1\ "?:��r�t,�, 1�L�� · :�IJegmg .that 1the.1 · 
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(b) if the President. a Minister or a mem her of the
National Assembly or of ·the �aitional Congress of
Local Democratic Organs requests 1the Ombudsman
to investigate the action on the ground thait ·a person
or body of persons specified in the request has or
may have sustained such injustice;

(c) in any oither circumstances in which the Ombuds­
man considers 1that he ought to investigate the action
on 1the ground that some person or body of persons
has or may have sustained such injustice.

(3) The Ombudsman shall not investigate under this Subtitle­

(a) any action in respect of which the complainanit has
or had -

(i) a remedy by way of proceedings in a court; or

(ii) a right of appeal, referenre or review to or be­

fore an independent and impartial tribunal 
other than a oouvt; or 

(b) any such action. or action taken with respect to any
such matter, 'as is excluded from investigation under
article 193:

Proviped that the Ombudsman -

(i) may condudt an investigation notwithstanding
that the complainalllt has or had a remedy by
way of proceedings in a court if satisfied that
in the particular circumsitances it is not reason­
able to expoot him to take or to have taken
such proceedings;

(ii) shall not in any case be precluded from con­
ducting an investigation in respect of any
matter by reason only that it is open to the
complainant to apply to the High Court for
redress under article 153(1) (which relates to
redress for contraventions of provisions for the
protection of fundamental rights an4 freedoms).

(4) In d�tenrilning whether to initiate, continue or discontinue
an investigation under this Subtitle the Ombudsman shall. subject to 
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-the foregoing provisions of this article, act in accordance with his in­
dividual judgmenlt and in particular, and without prejudice to the
generality of the foregoing, he may refuse to initiate, or may discon­
tinue, any investigation if it appears to him that -

(a) the complainlt relates ito action of which the com­
plainant has h'ad knowledge for more than twelve
moillths before the oomplaint was receivep by the
Ombudsman;

(b) the subject ma1tlter of the complamt is trivial; 

(c) the complaint is frivolous or vexatious or is not
made in good faith; or

(d) the complainant has not a sufficient interest in the
subject matter of the complaint.

(5) The authorities other than departments of Government to
which this article applies are -

(a) any authority empowered to determine the person 
with whom any contract or c� of contracts shall 
be entered into by or on behalf of the Government 
of Guyana; and 

(b) such other authorities as may be prescribed by
Parliament.

(6) For the purposes of rthis anticle the Judicial Service Chm.­
mission, :the Public Service Commission, the Teaching Service Com­
mission and the Police Service CommiS&on shall not be regarded as 
departments of Government. 

(7) For the purposes of paragraph (2) (a) a complaint may be
ma4e by a person 'aggrieved himself or, if he is dead or for any rea&>n 
unable to act for himself, by any person duly authorised to represent 
him 

(8) Any question whether a complaint or a request for an
investigation is duly made under this Subtitle or any law en'acted in 
pursuance of anticle 195 sh.all be determined by the Ombudsman. 

(9) Where a complaint or request for an investigattion is duly
made as aforesaid and the Ombudsman decides not to investigate the 
.action to which ithe complaint or request relates or to discontinue aa 
investigation of rthat action, he shall inform the wrson or body of per­
sons who made the complaint or request of his decision. 
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(10) In ithis article and in a1ticle 193 "action" includes failure
to aci: and "action taken"' shall be construed accordingly. 

193. The Ombudsman shall not investigate any such action,
or action taken with respect ito any such matter, as is idescribed here­
under: 

(i) Matters certified by the President or a Minister to
affec.t relaitions or dealings between the Govern­
ment of Guyana and any other Government or any
international organisation.

(ii) Action taken for the purposes of protecting the
security of the State or of investigating crime, in­
duding aotion taken with respect to passports for
either of those purposes.

{iii) The commencement or conduct of civil or criminal 
proceedings in any court. 

(iv) Action taken in respect of appointments to offices
or other employment in the service of the Govern­
ment of Guyana or appointments made by or with
the approval of the President or any Minister, and
action taken in relation to any person as the
holder or former hold�r of any such office, em­
ployment or appointment.

(v) Action ,taken with respect to orders or directions
to any disciplined force or member thereof as de­
fined in article 154.

(vi) The exercise of the powers conferred by article 188.

{vii) The grant of honours, awards or privileges within 
the gift of the President. 

(viii) Action taken in matters relating to conltraotual or
other commercial dealings with members of the
public other than action by an authority mentioned
in subparagraph (a) of article 192 (5).

(ix) Action taken in any country outside Guyana by
or· on behalf of any officer representing the Gov­
ernment of Guyana or any officer of that Govern­
ment.

(x) Any action which by virtue of any provision of
this Constitution may not be inquired fato by any
court.
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194.(1) After conducting an investigation under this Subtitle the �hmc­
Ombudsman shall inform the depa11tment or authority concerned of tion.'8 o� 
,the result of that investigation and, if he is of >the opinion that any :�0

f.ii�!;1fu�
_person or body of persons; has sustained injustice in consequence of a gation, ,and:
fa I . adm. . . he hall inf. ha d tho . reports to u it m llllStration. s orm t t epartment or au nty ithe Assem-

of the reasons for that opinion and may make .such recommendations bly . 

. for action by !that department or authority� he thinks fit. 

(2) After conducting an investigation under this Subtitle in
pursuance of a oomplaint or a request for an investigation made by 
the President, a Minister or a member of the National Assembly or of 
the National Congress of Local Democratic Organs, the Ombudsman 
.shall -

(a) if he is of ithe opinion thait the complainant or, in the
case of an investigation condudted in pursuance of
such a request. the person or body of per.sons speci­
fied in the request has sustained injustice in conse­
quence of a fault in administraition, inform the per­
son or body of persons who made the complainlt or
request that he is of that opinion 'and the nature of
the injustice 1that he considers has been sustained;

(b) if he is of rthe opinion that the complainant or. in ithe
case of an investigation conducted in pursuance : of
such a request, the person or body of persons speci-
fied in 1the request has not sustained injustice, in­
form the person or body of persons who made the
complaint or request that he is of that opinion and
the reason therefor.

(3) Where ithe Ombudsman has made a recommendation
under paragraph (1) and within a reasonable time thereafter no action 
has been Jaken which appears to the Ombudsman adequately ito remedy 
the injustice, he may lay before the Assembly a special report on the 
case. 

(4) The Ombudsman shall annually lay before the Assembly
. a general report on the performance of hls functions under this Subtitle. 

195. Parliament may make provision for such supplementary 
d ·11 Plower of arr anc1 ary matters as may appear necessary or expedient in conse- Putiiamerrut 

·quence of any of the provisions of this Subtitle including (wilthout pre- =�
p
�

I�e.11
-

judice to the generality of the foregoing power) provision - , tary pro­visao111. 
(a) for the procedure to be observed by the Ombudsman

in performing his fu1tetions;

�) for the manner in which complaints and requests for 
investigation shall be made to the Ombudsman and 
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196 

for the paymept of fees in respect of any complaint 
or investigation; and 

(c) for the powers. duties and privileges of lthe Ombuds­
man or of other persons or authorities with respect
Ito the obtaining or disclosure of information for the
purposes of any investigation or report by the
Ombudsman.

In this Subtitle -

.. complainant" means the person or body of persons by or on whose 
behalf a com plaint under this Subtitle is made; and 

'·fault in administration" includes, wilthout prejudice to its generality. 
any contravention of article 149 (which relaites to dis­
crimination on grounds of race, place of origin, political 
opinions, colour or creed). 

TITLE 6 

THE JUDICATURE 

!:rc1:ire01
.of 197.{1) Notwithstanding: the provisions of articles 124 and 

Judges. 125, the office ·of a Justice of Appeal or a Puisne Judge shall 
l).Ot be abolished while there is a substantive holder thereof. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of this article, a person
holding the office of Judge shall vacate that office on attaining -

(a) in the case of a Puisne Judge, the age of sixty­
two years; and

(b) in the case of any other Judge, the age of
sixty-five years:

Provided that -

(i) the President, acting after consultation
with the Minority Leader, may permit
the Chancellor or the Chief Justice on
attaining the age of sixty-five years to
continue in office until he has attained
such later age as may (before the
Chancellor or the Chief Justice has
attained the age of sixty-five years) have
been agreed with the Chancellor or the
Chief Justice, as the case may be;
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(ii) the President, acting in accordance with
the advice of the Judicial Service Com­
mission, may permit a Justice of Appeal
who has attained the age of sixty-five
years, to continue in oflice until he has
attained such later age as may (before
the Justice of Appeal has attained the
age of sixty-five years) have been agreed
with the Justice of Appeal;

(iii) the President, acting in accordance with
the advice of the Judicial Service Com­
mission, may permit a Puisne Judge who
has attained the age of sixty-two years,
to continue in office until he has attained
such later age not exceeding sixty-five
years, as may (before the Judge has
attained the age of sixty-two years) have
been agreed with the Judge; or

(iv) the President, acting in accord.ance with
the advice of the Judicial Service Com­
mission, may permit any Judge to
continue in office for such period after
attaining the age at which he is required
by the other provisions of this paragraph
to vacate his office as may be necessary
to enable him to deliver judgm.ent or
to do any other thing in relation to any
proceedings heard by him before he
attained that age.

(3) A Judge may be removed from office only for
inability to perform the functions of his office (whether arising 
from infirmity of mind or body or any other cause) or for mis­
behaviour, and shall not be so removed except in accordance 
with the provisions of this article. 

(4) A Judge shall be removed from office by the
President if the question of removal of that Judge has, in 
pursuance of the next following paragraph, been referred by ffie 
President to a tribunal, and the tribunal has advised the President 
that the Judge ought to be removed from office for inability as 
aforesaid· or for misbehaviour . 

(5) If the Prime Minister, in the case of the Chief

Jrqstice. or ·tlte Chancellor, or the Judicial Service Commission, 
i:ri the case of any other Judge, represents to the President that 
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the question of removing such Judge from office under this article 
ought to be investigated, then -

(a) the President shall appoint a tribunal, which
shall consist of a Chairman and not less than
two other members, selected by the President,
acting in his di�retion in the case of ,the
Chancellor or the Chief Justice or in accordance
with the advice of the Prime Minister after
consultation with the Judicial Service 'Com­
mission in the case of any other Judge, from
among persons who bold or have held office
as a judge of a. ,court having unlimited jurisdic­
tion in civil and criminal matters in some part
of the Commonwealth or a court having juris­
diction in appeals from any such court or who
are qualified to be appointed as any such judge;
and

(b) the tribunal shall enquire into the matter and
advi�e. the President whether or not the .Judge
ought to be removed from office.

cap. 1&:os (6) The p,rovis.ions of the Commissions of Inquiry Act
as in force immediately before the commencement of this 
Constitution shall, subject to the provisions of this article, apply 
as nearly as may be in relation to tribunals appointed under the 
pre·ceding paragraph or, as the context may require, to the 
members thereof as they apply in relation to Commissions or 
Commissioners appointed under that Act, and in such application 
shall have effect as if they formed part of the Constitution. 

(7) If the question of removing a Judge from· office has
been referred to a tribunal under paragraph (5), the President 
may suspend such Judge from performing the functions of his 
office, and any such suspension may at any time be revoked by 
the President, and shall in any case cease to have effect if the 
tribunal advises the President that the · Judge ought not to be 
removed from office. In effecting any such suspension or any 
revocation of any such suspension, the President shall act in 
accordance with his own deliberate judgment. in the. rase of the 
Chancellor or the Chief Justice and in accordance with the advice 
of the Chancellor in the case of any other Judge. 

(8) The provisions of 'this article ·shall be without pre-

judice to the provisions of article 128(3). · 
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(9) (a) For the purposes of paragraph (6) of this 8rticle
and of article 225(5), the following provisions 
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of the Commissions of Inquiry Act shall not c1aip. 19:os
apply, that is to say -

(i) section 2 the whole section; 

(ii) section· .. 3 - so much of the section as
follows the wo�ds "in his place";

(iii) section 5 - the whole section;

(iv) sectio� 7 - the words "after taking
such oath or affirmation";

(v) section 16 the whole section. 

(b) For the words "Such sums so directed to be 
paid shall be paid out of moneys provided by 
Parliament" in section 15 of the Act there shall 
be substituted the words "Such sums so 
directed to be . paid shall be charged on and 
paid out of the Consolidated Fund". 

(c) All powers and duties conferred or imposed
on the President under the Act shall be
exercised or performed by him acting in each
case in the manner prescribed by this
Constitution.

.,' 

TITLE 7 

THE SERVICE COMMISSIONS 

The .Judicial Service Commission 

198.(1) The members of the , Judicial Service Commission shall Colm1Po:Ullilon 

be - ��o��omm.115-

(a) the Chancellor, who shall be Chairman;

(b} the Chief Justice; 

(c) the Chairman of the Public Service Commission; and

( d) such other members (hereinafter referred to · . as
"appointed members',) as may be appointed in ac­
coll(iance wiith the provisions of the next following
paragraph. .
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(2) The appointed members shall be appointed by the
President, acting after consultation with the Minority Leader, as follows, 
that is to say 

(a) one from among persons who hold or have held office
as a judge of a court having unlimited jurisdiction
in civil and criminal matters in some part of the
Commonwealth or a court having jurisdiction in
appeals from any such court; and

(b) not less than one and not more than two from among
persons who are not attorneys-at-law in active
practice, after the President has also consulted such
bodies as appear to him to represent attorneys-at-law
in Guyana:

Provided that a person shall be disqualified for appointment as a 
member of the Commission if he is a public officer. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of 1the next following paragraph.
the office of an appointed member of the Judicial Service Commission 
shall become vacant 

(a) at the expiration of three years from the date of his
appointment or at such earlier time as may be
specified in the instrument by which he was
appointed; or

(b) if he is appointed to the office of Chancellor, Chief
Justice or Chairman of the Public Service Commis­
sion or of the Teaching Service Commission or if he
becomes a public officer.

(4) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal
from office) shall apply to the office of an appointed member of the 
Judicial Service Commission, and for the purposes of paragraphs (4) 
and (6) of that article the prescribed authority shall be the Prime 
Minister and the Chancellor respectively. 

(5) If the office of an appointed member is vacant or an
appointed member is for any reason unable to perform the functions 
of his office, a person may be appointed to act in that office and the 
provisions of paragraph (2) shall apply to such an appointment as they 
apply to the appointment of a person to hold the office of the member 
conccrnc,d; and any person appointed to act in the office of an appointed 
member shall, subject to the provisions of paragraphs (3) (b) and (4), 
continue to act until a person has been appointed to the office in which 
he is acting and has assumed the functions thereof or, as the case may 
be, until the holder thereof resumes those functions. 
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( 6) A person shall not. while he holds or is acting in the office
of a member appointed under paragraph (2) (b). or within a period of 
three years commencing with the date on which he last held or acted 
in that office, be eligible for apJ:X)intment to or to.act ip. any office power 
to make appointments to which is vested by this Constitution in the 
President acting in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service 
Commission or in that Commission. 

(7) If, by virtue of provision made by Parliament under article
199(3) or article 203(6). JX)Wer to make appointmen!ts to or to act in any 
office or to remove or exercise disciplinary control over persons hold­
ing or acting in any office is vested in the President acting in accordance 
with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission or is vested in the 
Judicial Service Commission. Parliament may provide for the inclusion 
in the Commission, for the purpose of the exercise of any function or 
power vested in the Commission by virtue of that provision and of any 
proceedings of the Commission relating thereto, of members additional 
to those mentioned in paragraph (1) and for the appointment (including 
disqualifications for appointment) and tenure of office of such additional 
members; and provision for the inclusion of different additional mem­
bers may be made in relation to functions or powers vested in the Com­
mission as afores1aid in relation to different offices . 

101., 

199.(1) The power to make appointment� :to the offices to which Aippo.init­

this article applies and to remove and to exercise disciplinary control =�:c., IOI
over persons holding or acting in such offices shaU vest in the Judicial and tegall 

Service Commission. .officers . 

(2) The Judicial Service Commission may. by directions in
writing and subject to such conditions as it thinks fit, delegate any of 
its powers under the preceding paragraph to any one or more of its 
members or to any person holding or acting in an office in respect of 
which power to make appointments is vested in the President acting in 
accordance with the advice of the Commission or to which this article 
applies. 

(3) This article applies to the office of Commissioner of Title,
Magistrate and to such other offices (not being offices in respect of 
which provision for the making of appointments is made by any provi­
sion of this Constitution other than article 201) connocted with the courts 
of Guyana or for appointment to which legal qualifications are required 
as ·may be prescribed ·by Parliament. 

The Public ·Service Commission 

200.(1) The Public Service Commission shall consist of not less · compo�ttton 

than ·five and not more than six members ,who shall be appointed. as ��amm'i.s­
follows, that ·is to say.-. 
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(a) three members appointed by the President acting
after consultation with the Minority Leader;

(b) two members appointed by the President acting after
he has consulted such bodies as appear to him to
represent public officers or classes of public officers;
and

( c} if the President deems fit, one other member
appointed by the President acting in accordance with
his own deliberate judgment:

Provided that a person ,shall be disqualified for appointment as 
a member of the Commission if he is a public officer. 

(2) A Chairman and a Deputy Chairman of the Public Ser­
vice Commission shall be appointed from among the members appointed 
under subparagraphs (a) and (b) of the preceding paragraph. The 
appointments shall be made by the Presidem acting after consultation 
with the Minority Leader and, in the case of the Deputy Chairman, 
acting also after consultation with such bodies as appear to him to 
represent public officers or classes of public officers. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of the next following paragraph,
the office of a member of the Public Service Commission shall become 
vacant at the expiration of three years from the date of his appointment 
or at such earlier time as may be specified in the instrument by which 
he was appointed. 

(4) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal
from office) shall apply to the office of a member of the Public Service 
Commission. and for the purposes of paragraphs (4) and (6) of that 
article the prescribed authority shall be the Prime Minister except that. 
in relation to a member other than the Chairman or a member for the 
time being acting in the office of Chairman under the next following 
paragraph, the prescribed authority for the purposes of the said para· 
graph (6) shall be the Chairman. 

(5) If the office of Chairman of the Public Service Commis·
sion is vacant or the holder thereof is for any reason unable to perform 
the functions of his office. then the holder of the office of Deputy Chair­
man, or if that office is vacant or the holder thereof is for any reason 
unable to perform the functions of the office of Chairman. such one of 
the dther members as the Pre&dent, acting after consultation with the 
Minority Leader, may appoint shall act in the office of Chairman; and 
the Deputy Chairman or such other member shall continue so to act 
until· a person has been appointed to the office of Chairman and has 
£�sumed the functions of that office or, as the case may be, until the 
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Chairman. or if a member other ·than the Deputy Chairman is aoting 
therein, the Deputy Chairman has assum�:Qr resu,med those functions. 

(6) If the office of a member of the .Public Service Commis­
sion other than the Chairman is vacant or if t.he holder thereof is acting 
as Chairman under the preceding paragraph or is for any other reason 
unable to perform the functions of his office. a person may be appointed 
to act in that office and the provisions of paragraph ((1) shall apply to 
such an appointment as they apply to the appointment of a person to 
hold the office of the member concerned: aind any person appointed 
under this paragraph shall. subject to the provisions of paragraph (4). 
continue to act until a person has been appointed to the office in which 
he is acting and has assumed the functions 1thereof or, as the case may 
be, until the holder thereof resumes those functions. 

(7) A person shall not, while he holds or is acting in the office
of a member of· the Public Service Commission or within a period of 
three years commencing with the date on which he last. held or acted. 
in that office, be eligible for appointment {O or to act in' any office 
power to make appointments to which is ,vested by this Constitution. in 
the President acting in accordance with the advice of the Public Service 
Commission or in that Commission. 

201.(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the power Apl)IOJint-
to tnake appointments to public offices and to remove and to exercise �,;:·• 
disciplinary control over persons holding or acting in such offices shall offilcers. 

vest in the Public Service Commission . 

(2) The Public Service Commission may. by directions in
writing subject to such conditions as it thinks fit, delegate any of its 
powers under the preceding paragraph to any one or more members of 
the Commission or, with the consent of the �rime Minister, to any pub­
lic officer. or. in relation to any office on the staff of the Clerk· of. the 
National Assemb1y, to the Clerk. 

(3) No person shall be appointed under this article to ot to
act in any office on the personal staff of the President except with the 
concurrence of the President. · 

(4) Before the Public Service Commission or any member or
officer exercising powers under this article apJJoints to or to act in any 

• pu\)J,ic office any person who holds or is �cting in any office power to
make appointments to which is vested under this Constitution in the
J qclicial or the Teaching or the Police Service Commission', the Public
Service Commission or that member or officer shall consult with the

• Co,mmission in which that power is vested.,
($) . Before the Public Service Commission or any member· 

thereof exercises �ny ·of the powers mentidtied in paragraph (l) in rela-
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tion to any office on the staff of the Clerk of the National Assembly 
(other than the Deputy Clerk) or any person holding or acting in such 
an office, the Commission or that member shall consult the Clerk. 

(6) A public officer shall not be removed from office or sub­
jected to any other punishment under this article on the grounds of any 
act committed by him in the exercise of a judicial function conferred 
on him unless the Judicial Service Commission concurs therein. 

(7) The provisions of this article shall not apply in relation to
any of the following offices. that is to say 

(a) the office of Director of Public Prosecutions;

(b) the office of Auditor General;

( c) any office to which article 205 applies;

(d) so far as they relate to power to make appointments
on ,transfer, any office to which article 206 applies;

(e) any office to which article 199 (relating to offices
within the jurisdiction of the Judicial Service Com­
mission) applies;

(f) any office to which article 209 (relating to offices
within the jurisdiction of the Teaching Service Com­
mission) applies; or

(g) the office of Commissioner of Police or any other 

office in the Police Force. 

202.(1) Where any power of the Public Service Commission is 
exercised under article 201 (2) any person in respect of whom the 
power was exercised (including a person who has failed to obtain an 
appointment) may appeal to the Commission from the decision of the 
person exercising the power. 

(2) The decision of the Public Service Commission on any
appeal made under paragraph (1) shall be final. 

(3) The Public Service Commi�ion may make rules regulat­
ing the procedure for making. hearing anp. disposing of appeals brought 
under paragraph (1 ), and article 226(2) shall apply for this purpose. 

203.(1) The Director of Public Prosecutions (in this article 
referred to as "the Director") shall be appointed by the President. 
acting in accordance with the advice of the Public Service Commission 
tendered after the Commission has consulted the Prime Minister. 



THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
CO-OPERATIVE REPUBLIC OF GUY ANA 

105 

(2) If the office of the Director is vacant or if the holder
thereof, is for any reason unable to perform the functions thereof, the 
President, acting in accordance with the advice of the Public Service 
Commission, tendered as aforesaid, may appoint a person to act in the. 
office of the Director, and any person so appointed shaill, subject to _the! 

provisions of paragraphs (4) and (5), continue to act until a person has·" 
been appointed to the office of the Director and has assumed the func­
tions of that office or, as the case may be, until the holder thereof has 
resumed those functions. 

(3) A person shall not be qualified 'to be appointed to hold or
to act in the office of the Director unless he is qualified to be appointed 
as a Puisne Judge of the High Court. 

(4) Subject to the provisions of the next following paragraph,
the Director shall vacate his office when he attains the age of sixty· 
years: 

Provided that the President, acting after consultation with the 
Minority Leader, may permit a Director who has attained the age of 
sixty years to continue in office until he has attained such later age, not 
exceeding sixty-five years. as may (before the Director has attained the 
age of sixty years) have been agreed with the Director. 

(5) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal
from office) shall apply to the office of the Director, and the prescribed 
authority for the purposes of paragraph (4) of that article shall be the 
Prime Minister or the Chairman of the Public Service Commission and 
for the purposes of paragraph (6) of that article shall be the Public 
Service Commission. 

(6) Parliament may provide that appointments to, or to act
in, the office of the Director shall be made by the President acting in 
accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission instead 
of the Public Service Commission and, if Parliament provides· as afore­
said, the references to the Public Service Commission in paragraphs 
(1), (2) and (5) of this article shall have effect as if they were references 
to the Judicial Service Commission. 

204.(1) The Auditor General shall be appointed by the President. Appollnt­

acting in accordance with the advice of the Public Service Commission. ��:aiio�te., ofGeiner,a!. 
(2) If the office of Auditor General is vacant or. the holder of

the office i�, for any reason unable to perform the functions thereof, the 
President, acting in accordance with the advice of jhe 'Public Service 
Commission, may appoint a person to act in the office. and any person 
so appointed shall, subject to the::Pr.ovisions �f p�r�aphs ��) and (4), 
continue to act until a person has been appouited to the office of the 
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Auditor General and has assumed the functions of that office or, as the 
case may be, until the holder thereof has resumed tho'ie functions. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of the next following paragraph.
the. Auditor General shall vacate his office when he attains such age as 
may be prescribed by Parliament. 

(4) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal from
office) shall apply to the office of Auditor General, an� the prescribed 
authority for the purposes. of paragraph (4) of that article shall be the 
Prime Minister or the Chairman of the Public Service Commission and 
for the purposes of paragraph (6) of that article shall be the Public Ser­
vice Commission. 

205.(1) The power to make appointments to the offices to which 
this article applies and to remove office persons holding or acting in 
such offices shall vest in the President. 

(2) Before making an appointment in favour of any person
who holds any public office other than an office to which this article 
applies, the President shall consult the appropriate Commission. 

(3) The offices to which this article applies are the offices of
Solicitor General, Permanent Secretary, Secretary to the Cabinetr 

Ambassador, High Commissioner or other principal representative of 
Guyana in any other country or accredited to any international 
organisation. 

(4) In paragraph (2) of this article "the appropriate Commis­
sion" means. in the case of a person who holds an office power to make 
appointments to which is vested in the President acting in accordance 
with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission or is vested in that 
Commission, the Judicial Service Commission, in the case of a person 
who is a teacher in the public service, the Teaching Service Commission, 
in the case of a person who holds an office power to make appointments 
to which is vested in the President, acting in accordance with the advice 
of the Police Service Commission or is vested in that Commission, the 
Police Service Commission, and in any other case the Public Ser­
vice Commission. 

206.(1) The power to make appointments on transfer to the offices 
to which this article applies shall vest in the President. 

(2) The offices to which this article applies are -

(a) offices (other than those to which the preceding
article applies) the holders of which are required to
reside outside Guyana for the proper discharge of
their functions; and
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(b) such offices in the department responsible for the
external affairs of Guyana as may from time to time
be designated by the President.

The Teaching Service CommMon
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207.(1) The Teaching Service Commission shall consist of 
Chairman and not more than six other members. 

a Com;po.sii,ti-0n 
of 

(2) Six of the members of the Commission (hereinafter re­
ferred ,to as "appointed members") shall be appointed as follows -

(a) one person appointed as Chairman of the Commis­
sion by the President acting in consultation with
such bodies as appear to him to represent tea�hers;

(b) one person appointed by the President on the nomi­
nation of the Guyana Teachers' Association;

(c) one person nominated for appointment by the Minis­
ter assigned responsibility for local government after
that Minister has consu1ted with such body as ap­
pears to him to represent the interests of local
democratic organs; and

(d) three persons appointed by the President .

(3) The other member of .the Commission shall be the Chief
Education Officer. 

(4) A Deputy Chairman of the Commission shall be appointed
by the President from among the appointed members. 

(5) A person shall be disqualified for appointment as an
appointed member of the Commission if -

< a) he is a public officer; . or 

(b) he is a teacher in the public service.

(6) A person shall not while he is holding or is acting in the
office of .a member of the Commission or within three years commenc­
ing with the date on which he last held or acted in that office be 
eligible for appointment as a teacher in the public service. 

(7) The Chairman, the Deputy Chainnan and one other
member designa1ied as such in the instrument appointina him shall be 
full-time members of the Commission. 

0 

C,ommis­

ston. 
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(8) The President may grant leave of absence to any ap­
pointed member of the Commission. 

(9) An appointed member of the Commission may at any
time resign his otfice as such member by writing under his hand 
addressed to the President. 

(10) An appointed member of the Commission shall be eligible
for re-appointment. 

208.(1) Subject 1to the provisions of dtis article, the office of an 
appointed member of the Commission .shall become vacant at the ex­
piration of three years from the date of his appointment or at such 
earlier 1time as may be specified in the instrument by which he was 
appoilllted. 

(2) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal
from office) shall apply to the office of an appointed member of the 
Teaching Service Commission, and for the purposes of paragraphs (4) 
and ( 6) of that article the prescribed authority shall be the Prime 
Minister. except that, in relation to a member other than the Chair­
man of ,the Commission or a member for the time being acting in the 
office of Chairman, 1the prescribed authority for the purposes of :the 
said paragraph ( 6) shall be the Chairman of the Commission. 

(3) The provisions of paragraph (2) shall be without pre­
judice to the power of the President to revoke the appointment of a 
member of the Commission appointed under paragraph (2) (b) of 
article 207 on a request being made for such revocation to the Presi­
dent by ithe Guyana Teachers' Association. 

209. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution, the power
to appoint persQns as teachers in the public service and to remove and 
to exercise disciplinary control over persons holding or acting in such 
offices shall vest in the Teaching Service Commission. 

The Police Service Commission 

210.(1) The Police Service Commission shall consist of -

(a) a Chairman appointed by the President actting after
consultation with the Minority Leader from among
members appointed under subparagraph (d);

(b) the Chairman of the Public Service Commission;

(c) one person appointed by the President after con­
sultation with such body as appears to him to repre­
sent the majority of members of the Police Force;
and
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Gd) not · more than three members exclusive of the 
Chainnan of the Public Service Commission (in 
this article referred to as "appointed members") 
who shall be appointed. by the President acting 
after consultation with the Minority Leader: 

· Provided that a person shall be disqualified for appoiniUnent as a

member of the Commi�ion if he is a public officer. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of the next following paragraph.
,the office of an ap:(X>inted member of the Police Service Commission 
shall become vac�nt at the expiration of three years from the date of 
his ap:(X>intment or at such earlier time as may be specified in the in­
SLrument · by which he was appointed. 

(3) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal
from office) shall apply to the office of an appointed member of 1the 
Police Service Commission. In the case of an appointed member other 
than the Chairman, the prescribed authority for the purposes of para­
graph (4) of ,that article .shall be the Prime Minister or the Chairman 
and for the purposes of paragraph (6) of that article shall be tthe Chair­
. man. In the case of the Chairman the prescribed authority for the 
purposes of paragraphs (4) and (6). of article 225 shall be the Prime 
Minister 

. (4) H the office of an appointed member of the Police Service 
Commission is vacant or if the holder thereof is for any reason unable 
to perform the functions of his. <>ffice, the President, acting after consul­
tation with the Minority Leader, may appofot a person who is qualified 
to be appointed as a meµiber of the Commission to act in that office: 
and any person so appointed shall, subject to the provisions of para-

� graph (3), continue to act until a person has been appointed to ,the 
office in which he is acting and has assumed the functions thereof or, 
as the case may be, until the holder thereof resumes those functions. 

(5) A person shall not, while he holds or is acting in the
office of an appointed member of the Police Service Commission or 
within a period of three years commencing with the date on which he 
last held or acted in that office, be eligible for appointment Ito or to act 
in any public office. 

21 Ul) The Commissioner of Police and every Deputy Commis­
sioner of Police shall be appointed by the Pl'ffiident acting after con­
sultation with the Police Service Commission. 

109 

Appoint. me.rut, etc .• of CIO!m1mii:S siroiner of Police and Deputy
(2) If the office of Commissioner of Police is vacant or if the C:rnmmis·

h Id h f · f bl s1oners. o er t ereo 1s or any reason una e to perform the functions of his

·office, a person may be appointed to act in that office and the provi-
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sions of the preceiding paragraph shall apply to such an appointment as 
they appl� 1to the appointment of a person to hold that office; and any 
person appointed to act in the office of Commissioner of Police shall, 
subject to the provisions of paragraphs (3) and (4), continue to act until 
a person has been appointed to that office and has assumed the func­
tions thereof or, as the case may be, until the holder thereof resumes 
those functions. 

(3) Subje-ct to the provisions of the next following para­
graph, the Commissioner of Police shall vacate his office when he 
at:Lains such age as may be prescribed by Parliament. 

( 4) The provisions of article 225 (which relate to removal
from office) shall apply to the office of Commissioner of Police, and 
the prescribed authority for the purposes of paragraph (4) of lthat 
article shall be the Prime Minister or the Chairman of the Police Ser­
vice Commission and for the purposes of paragraph (6) of ;that article 
shall be the Police Service Commission. 

(5) The provisions of article 229 shall apply to resignation
from the office of Commissioner of Police as they apply to resignation 
from an office established by this Constitution. 

212.(l) Subject to the provisions of article 2fl ( l). the power to 
make appointments to any offices in the Police Force of or above the 
rank of Inspector, the power to exercise disciplinary control over per­
sons holding or acting in such offices and the power to remove such 
persons from office shall vest in the Police Service Commission. 

(2) The Police Service Commission may, by directions in
writing and subject to such conditions as it thinks fit, delegate anv of 
its powers under the preceding paragraph to any one or more members 
of the Commission or to the Commissioner of Police or, in the case of 
the power to exercise disciplinary control, to any other member of rthe 
Police Force. 

(3) The power to make appointments to any offices in
the Police Force below the rank of Inspector, the power to 
exercise disciplinary control over persons holding or acting in 
such offices and the power to remove such persons from office 
shall vest in the Commissioner of Police. 

(4) The Commissioner of Police may, by directions
given in such manner as he thinks fit and subject to SU' h 
conditions as he thinks fit, delegate any of his powers under 
the preceding paragraph to any other member of the Po1ice 
Force. 

(5) Parliament may provide that, where the power to
exercise disciplinary control over any member of the Police 



THP- rn"'1.�r1rr,rr1nM nv r1-11:

CO-OPERATIVE REPU,BL.IC OF GUY ANA 
• Force (including the power to remove him from office) has

been exercised under this article by any person (hereinafter re­
ferred to as "the disciplinary authority") other than the Po!ice
Service Commission, the member of the · Police Force in respect

• of whom it was exercised may appeal from the decision of the
disciplinary authority to the Police Service Commission:

Provided that Parliament or, in the case of a decision of 
the disciplinary authority that is made in the exercise of a 
power delegated to that authority under the preceding para­
graoh, the Commissioner of Poli�e may .require appeals to �e 
made to the Commissioner of Pohce or a member of the Pohce 
Force of higher rank than the disciplinary authority before they 
are made to the Police Service Commission. 

(6) Parliament may make provision with respect to
off enc es against Police Force discipline and the punishment 
that may be imposed for any such offence, and any power to 
exercise discipiinary control (including any power to remove 
a person from office) or to determine an appeal from a decision 
to exercise such a power that is exercisable by any person or 
authority under the provisions of this article shall be exercised 
in accordance with any such provision . 

(7) Before the Police Service Commission or any
member of the Commission or of the Police Force exercising 
powers under this article appoints to or to act in an office in 
the Police Force any person who holds or is acting in any office 
power to make appointments to which is vested under this Con­
stitution in the Judicial, the Public or the Teaching Service Com­
mission the Police Service Commission or that member shall 
consult the Commission in which that power is vested. 

(8) If provision is made by or under any law -

111 

(a) altering the ranks into which the Police Force
established by the Police Act, is divided; or cap. 1e:01 

(b) establishing a police force other than that 

Police Force, or altering the ranks into which 
any such other police force is divided, 

the Police Service Commission may by order specify some rank 
( other than the rank of Inspector) in the Pohce Force or, as 
the case may be, in that other police force as being equivalent 

• to the rank of Inspector as it exists in the Police Force under
the law in force immediately before the commencement of this
Constitution and the references in paragraphs (1) and (3) to the

> rank of Inspector shall then be construed as if they were, in
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relation to the Police Force, or, as the case may be, in relation 
to that other police force, references to the rank for the time 
being so specified. 

(9) (a) In this article references to the office of
Deputy Commissioner of Police are references 
to the office, however styled, that ranks next 
in seniority in the Police Force after the office 
of Commissioner of Police. 

(b) The Deputy Commissioners of Police shall rank
between themselves according to the date of
their respective appointments.

Pensions 

Protection 213.(1) Subject to the provisions of the next following 
�f gCt��sion article, the law applicable to any benefits to which this article 

applies shall, in relation to any person who has been granted, 
or who is eligible for the grant of, such bene'·1ts, be that in 
force on the relevant date or any later law that is not less 
favourable to that person. 

(2) In the preceding paragraph the relevant date
means -

(a) in relation to any benefits granted before the
commencement of this Constitution the date on
which those benefits were granted;

(b) in relation to any benefits granted or to be
granted after the commencement of this Con­
stitution to or in respect of any person who
was a public officer before such commence­
ment, the day immediately preceding such
commencement; and

(c) in relation to any benefits granted or to be
granted to or in respect of any person who
becomes a public officer after the commence­
ment of this Constitution, the date on which
he becomes a pubiic officer.

(3) Where a p�rson is enti.tlPd to PXPrf'is0 on ootion
as to which of two or more laws shall apply in his case, the 
law specified by him in exercising the option shall, for the 
purposes of this article, be deemed to be more favourable to 
him than the other law or laws. 
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(4) Any benefit to, which this article applies (not being
a benefit that is a charge upon some other public funds of 
Guyana) shall be a charge upon the Consolidated Fund. 

(5) In this article references to the law applicable Ml
any benefits to which this article applies include (without pre­
judice to their generality) references to any law relating to 
tbe tune at which and the manner in which any person may 
retire in order to become eligible for those benefits. 
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214.(1) Where under any law any person or authority has P.owe,r of

� discretion - fin;.:��t��
ns

!1:,o pensiuns, 

(a) to decide whether or not any benefits to which eire. 

this article applies shall be granted; or

(b} to withhold, reduce in amount or suspend any 

such benefits that have been granted, 
those benefits shall be granted and may not be withheld, 
reduced in amount or SU$pended unless the apP.ropriate Com· 
mission concurs in the refusal to grant the benefits or, as the 

• case may be, in the decision to withhold them, reduce them in
amount or suspend them.

(2) Where the amount of. any benefits to which this
article applies that may be granted to any person is not fixed 
by law, the aniQunt of the benefits to be granted to him shall 
be the greatest amount for which he is eligible unless the ap­
propriate Commission concurs in his being granted benefits of 
a smaller amount. 

(3) The appropriate Commission shall not concur under
paragr�ph (1) or paragraph (2) in action taken on the ground 
that any person who holds or has held the office of a Judge 
of the Supreme Court of Judicature, Director of Public Pro­
s,cutions, Auditor General or Commissioner of Police has been 
CU;ilty of m�behaviour unless he has been removed from office 
l>y reason of such misbehaviour. 

(4) In this article ''the appropriate Commission"
�eans -

(a) in the case of benefits for which any person
may be eligible or that have been granted in
respect of the service in the :eublic service of a
person wllo, immediately before he ceased to
be a public officer -
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(i) was a Juµ.ge of the Supreme Court of
Judicature, or 'Yas the Director of Public
Prosecutions and provision was then in
force under article 203(6), or was subject
to the disciplinary control of the Judicial
Service Commission, the Judicial Service

Commission;
tii) was a teache� in the public service, the 

Teaching Service Commission; 
(iii) was the Commissioner of Police or other

member of the Police Force, the Police
Service Commission; and

(b) in any other case, the Public Service Com­
mission. 

1ruterpreta- 215. (1) The preceding two articles apply to any benefits
tton. that are or may become payable under any law providing for 

the grant ot pensions, compensation, gratuities or other like 
allowances to persons in respect of their service as public officers 
or to the widows, children, dependants or personal representa­
tives of such persons in respect of such service. 

Esta\b.lish­
ment .o,f 
C·0IlS10l1i1d:a1t.ed 
Fu,nd. 

WilthdlJ"U\Y.als 
fri())ffi Con­
s,dl,iJdlaited 
Fu•tl'd or 
either ,public 
fun:ct,s. 

(2) The said two articles and paragraph (1) of this
article shall have effect as if service as a Judge of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature or as the Clerk or Deputy Clerk of the 
National Assembly were service in the public service. 

TITLE 8 
FINANCE 

216. All revenues or other moneys raised or received. biY
Guyana (not being revenues or other moneys that a;re payable, 
by or under an Act of Parliament, into some other fund estab­
lished for any specific ,purpose or that may, by or under such 
an Act, be retained by the authority that received them for the, 
purpose of .defraying the expenses of that authority) shall be 
paid into and form one Consolidated Fund. 

217.(1) No moneys shall be withclrawn from the Consolidated 
Fund except -

(a) to meet expenditure: that is. charged upon the

Fund by this Constitution or by any Act of
Parliament.· or
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(b) where the issue .. of those moneys has been
authoris� QY an Appropriation Act; or

(c) where the issue of,' those moneys has been
authorised' under article 219.

(2) Wherre any moneys are charged by this Constitution
or a� A,ct of Parliament upon the Consolidated Fund or any 
other public fund they shall be paid out of that fund by the 

Government of Guyana to the person or authority to whom pay­
ment is due. 

(3) No moneys shall be withdrawn from any public
fund other than the Consolidated Fund unless the issue of those 
moneys has been authorised by or under an Act of Parliament. 

(4) Parliament may prescribe the manner in which
withdrawals may be made from the Consolidated Fund or any 
other public fund. 

218.(1) The Prime Ministe.r or any other Ministe,r desig­
nated by the President shall cause to .be prepared and laid before 
the National Assembly before or within ninety days after the 
commencement of each financial year estimates of the revenues 
and expenditure of Guyana for that ,year. 

(2) When the estimates of expenditure ( other than
expenditure charged upon the Consolidated Fund by this Consti­
tution or any Act of Parliament) have been approved by the 
Assembly a Bill, to be known as an Appropriation Bill, shall be 
introduced in the Assembly, providing for the issue. from the 
Consolidated Fund of. �e sums necessary to meet that expendi­
ture and the appropriation of those sums for the purposes speci-
fied therein.: 

(3) If in respect of any financial year it is found -

(a) that the amount appropriated by the Appropria­
tion Act for a:ny puripose is insufficient or that
a ne.ed has arisen for expenditure for a purpose
for which no amount has been appropriated by
that Act; or

(b) that any _moneys have been expended for any
purpose m excess of the amount ap·propriated
lor that purpose by the Appropriation Act or
for a :purpose for whiGh no amount has been
appropriated by that Act,
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a supplementary estimate or, a.s the case may be, a stat�ment of 
ex:cess showing the su�s reql!n�ed or spent shall b� �aid �efo:e
the Assembly by the Prame Mm1ster or any other Mm1ster desig-
nated by the President. 

219.(1) Parliament may make provision under which, if

the Appropriation Act in resp�ct .of any financial rear has not
come into operation by the begmnmg of that financial year, the 
Minister responsible for finance may authorise the· withdrawal of 
moneys from the Consolidated Fund for the purpose1 of meeting 
expenditure necessary to ca11ry on the services of the Govern· 
rnent of Guyana until the expiration of four months from the 
beginning of that financial year or the coming into o�ration of 
the Act, whichever is the earlier. 

(2) Where a supplementary estimate or statement of
excess is laid before the National Assembly under parag.raph (3)
of the preceding article or paragraph (2) of the next following 
art�cle and is approved by the Assembly QY resolution, that 
resolution shall be aJuthority for the issue of the sums in q\Uestion 
from the Consolidated Fund, but the aggregrate sums the issue 
of which is so approved shall be inclu1ded, under appropriate 
heads, in a supplementary Appropriation Bill. 

(3) Where at any time Parliament has been dissolved
before any provision or any sufficient provision is made under 
this Title for the carrying on of the Government of Guyana, the 
Minister responsible fo,r finance may authorise the withdrawal 
of such sums from the Consolidated Fund as he may consider 
necessary for the purpose of meeting expenditure on the public 
services until the expiry of a pe,riod of three months commenc­
ing with the date on which the National Assemb� first meets 
after that dissolution, but a statement of the expenditure so 
authorised shall, as soon as practicable, be laid before the Assem­
bly by the Prime Minister or any other Minister designated by 
the President and, when the statement has been approved by the 
Assembly, that e�enditure shall be included, under the appropri­
ate heads, in the next Appropriation Bill. 

220.(1) Parliament may make provision for the establish­
ment of a Contingencies Fund and for authorising the Minister 
responsible for finance to make advances from that Fund if he 
is satisfied that there is an urgent and unforeseen need for ex­
penditure for which no other provision exists. 

(2) Where· any advance is made from the Contingencies

Fund a supplementary estimate· shall, as soon as practicable. be 
laid before the National A�embly by the Prime Minister or ·any 
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othe;r Minister designated by him for the purpose of authorising 
the replacement of the amount so advanced. 

:221. T·he public debt of Guyana and the service of that IPubHc 

debt (including the interest on that debt, sinking funds payments 
debt •. 

and redem.pti.on moneys in respect of that debt and costs, charges 
and expenses of and incidental to the management of that debt) 

are hereby charged on the Consolidated Fund. 
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222.(1) There shall be paid to the holders of the offices to .a�mu.nel'-
which this article applies suclh salaries and such allowances as *1�;r 

of 

may be prescribed by or under any law or, in the case of the �talin
Clerk and Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly, as may be ces.
determined under article 158(4). 

(2) The salaries and allowances payable to the holders
of the offices to which this a:rfticle applies are hereby charged on 
the Consolidated Fund. 

(3) The salary and allowances payable to the holder of
any office to which this article applies and his other terms of 
serv.iloe shall not be altered to his disadvantage after his appoint­
ment, and, for the pw,poses of this paragraph, in so far as the 
terms of service of any person depend upon the :option of that 
person; the terms for which he opts shall .be taken to be more 
advantageous to him than any other terms for which he might 
have opted. 

C4) This article applies to the offices of President, 
Speaker, Deputy Speaker, Clerk and Deputy Clerk of the National 
Assembly, any Judge of the Supreme Court of Judicature, mem­
bers of the Ele:ctions Commission, the Judicial Service Commis­
sion, the Public Service Commission, the Te:a;ching Service 
Commission or the Police Service Commission, the Ombudsman, 
the Director of Public Prosecutions, the Auditor General and the 
Commissioner of Police. 

223.(1) There shall be an Auditor General for Guyana, Oififroe .aind 

whose office shall be a ,public office. �r=or 

(2) The public accounts of Guyana and of all officers
and authorities of the Govemment of Guyana (including the 
Collllllissions established .� this Constitution) and the accounts 
of the C1erk of the National Assembly and of all courts in Guyana 
shall be audited and reported on by the Audito.r General, and 
for that purpose the Auditor General or any person authorised 
by .:�im in. that behalf shall �ave access to �11 books, records, 
retru.:rns and other documents relating to those accom1ts. 

G,einerlall. 
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(3) The Auditor General shall submit his reports to
the Minister responsible for finance, who shall cause them to be 
laid before the National Assembly. 

(4) Subject to article 118, in the exercise of his functions
under this Constitution the Auditor General shall not be subject 
to the direction or control of any other person or authority. 

TITLE 9 

MISCELLANEOUS 

224. Where under this Constitution any provision may
be made by rules of court, rules for the purpose may be made 
by the authority for the time being empowered generally, by 
law in force in Guyana, to make rules of court in relation to 
civil proceeding·s in the. High Courj; or, in so far as the provision 
relates to the bringing of any appeal to, or the institution of 
other proceedings in, or the l)Tactice and procedure of, the Court 
of Appeal, by the authority so empowered in relation to civil 
proceedings in that .court. 

22'5.(l) Where it is provid,ed in this Constitution that this 
article shall apply tQ any office,_ a person holding such office (in 
this article ref erred, to as "the office'') shall not be removed 
therefrom or suspended from the exercise of the functions there­
of except in accordance :with the provisions of this article; and 
the prescribed authority for the purpose of paragraph (4) or (6) 
shall, in relation to· any :office, be the authority prescribed for 
that purpose by the provision of this Constitution by which this 
article is applied to , that office. 

(2) The officer may be removed from office only for
inability to discharge the functions of his office (whether arising 
from infirmity of body or mind or any other cause whatsoever, 
or for misbehaviour. 

'(3) The officer shall be removed from office by the 

President if the question of this removal from office has been 
referred to a tribunal appointed under this article and the 
tribunal has recommended to tpe President that the officer ought 
to be removed from office for inability as aforesaid or for mis­
behaviour. 

(4) If the prescribed authority advises the President
that the question of removing the officer from office under this 
article ought to be investigated then -
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(a) the President shall appoint a tribunal which
shall consist of a Chairman and not less· than
two other members, selected by the· President
after consultation with the Judicial Service
Commission from among persons who hold or
have held office as a judge of a court having
ttnlim.ited jurisdiction in civil and criminal
matters in some part of the Commonwealth · or
a court having jurisdiction in appeals. from any
such court or who are qualified to be admitted
to practise in Guyana as attorneys-at-law and
have been so qualified for such period as is
prescribed by Parliament for the purposes of
subparagraph (b) of article 129(1) in relation
to the office of Puisne Judge; and

(b) that tribunal shall enq�e into the m,�tter and
report on the facts thereof, to the PresiQ,ent and
reconunend to him whether the officer ought
to be removed under this article.
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(5) The provisions of the Commissions of Inquiry Act as cwp. 1t:1>3 

in force immediately before the commencement of this Constitu-
tion shall, subject to the provisions of this article and of article 
197(9), apply as nearly as may be in relation to tribunals appointed 
under this ax:t;icle, or, as the context may require, to the members 
thEn'eof as they apply in relation to Comzµissions or Commis-
sioners appointed under that Act, and in Stich application shall 
have effect as if they formed part of this Constitution. 

(6) If the question of removing the officer from office

has been referred to a tribunal under this article, the President, 
acting in accordance with the advice of the prescribed cJUthority, 
may suspend the officer from performing the functions of his 
office, and any such suspension may at any time be revoked by 
the President, acting in accordance with such advice as aforesaid, 
and shall in any case cease to have effect if the tribunal recom­
mends to the President that the officer should not be .. removed 
from office. 

226.(1) Save as otherwise provided i:n this Constitqtion, in 
the exercise of its functions under this Constitution a Commission 
shall not be subject to the direction, or control of any other 
person or authority. 

. . (2) Subject to the prov1Sions of this Constitution, a 
Commission may regulate its own procedure. and, with the consent 
of the President or of any Minister designated by the President 

Powers and 
procedure 
�f ,OoiJn­

mt,soms. 
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for the purpose, may make rules for that purpose or for confer· 
ring powers or imposing duties on any public officer or on any 
authority of tlle Government of Guyana for the purpose of the 
discharge of the Commission's functions. 

(3) A Commission may, subject to the next following
�agr�ph, act notwithstanding any vacancy in its membership 
or the absence of any member and its proceedings shall not be 
invalidated by the presence or participation of any person not 
entitled to be present at or to participate in those proceedings. 

(4) Any question for decision by a Commission shall
be determined by a majority of the votes of the members of the 
Commission present and voting. at a meeting of the Commission 
at which a quorum is present, and if on any question the votes 
are equally divided the Chainnan or other member preuiding 
shall have a casting vote in addition to his original vote: 

Provided that, where the votes are equally divided on the 
question whether any power to remove a public officer from his 
office should. be exercised, the Chairman or other member pre­
siding shall not have a casting vote and the Commission shall be 
deemed to have decided that that power should not be exercised. 

(5) For the purposes of the preceding paragraph a
quorum shall consist, in the case of the Elections _Qommission, 
of the Chairman and not less than two-thirds of the number of 
representative members (not beingi temporary members) for the 
time being appointed to the Comipission and, in the case of any 
other Commission, of such members of the Commission as may 
be prescribed by the rules of procedure of the Commission: 

Provided that if, in the case of the Elections Commission, 
the number of such representative members. is two, the Chairman 
and one such member shall constitute a quorum. 

(6) Any question whether -

(a) a Commission has validly perform,ed any
function vested in it by or under tliis Con­
stitution;

(b) any member of a Commission or any other 

person has validly performed any function 
delegated to such member or person by c1 
Coo:W,nission in pursuance of the provisions 
Of this Constitution; or 
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shall not be enquired into in any court. 

(7) In this article, except as otherwise provided · ot
required by the context, the expression "Commission" means the 
Elections Commission, the Judicial Service Commission, the 
Public Service Commission, the Teaching Service Commission, 
or the Police Serviee. Commission: 

Provided that (with-0ut prejudice to the power of Parliament 
to make provision in relation to the functions of the Election's 
·Commission) i:n the preceding paragraph that expression does
not include the Elections Commission.

' ' :��!if. 

�·-'.f.:1;t 

227. Notwithstanding any provision of this Constitution ��!i��u-
re1ating to the making of appointments to, removal of persons lfo� o�fi('e. ., 

f:rom:1 
or the vacation of, any office, Parliament may provide for :�icf:�lW 

· the .imp05iti&n · of disqualiflcatio!1 for any office prescribed. by i=� --
J>arhament on any person convicted by a court of an offence 
relating to excilem.ent of hostility or iU-will against any person
or class of persons on the grounds of his or their race. 

TlTLE 10 

INTEJtPRETATION 

228.(1) Where any person has vacated any office estab- A1>poi,m­

li$lied by this Constitution (including any office established u�der ments. 
article· 100, 124 and 125) he may, if qualified, again be appointed, 

· elected or othetwise selected to ho1d that office in accordance 
with the provisions of · this Constitution,. 

· (2) Where by this Constitution a power is conferred
upon any person or authority to make any appointment to any 

: public office, a person. may be appointed to that office notwith-
. standing that some other person may be holding that office, 
when that other person is on leave of absence pending relin­
quishment of the office; and where two or more persons are 
holtling the same : office by reason of an appointment made in 
pursuance of this paragraph, then for the purposes of any func­
lton, ��n(eqect. upoq the holder _of that office the person _last 
· ·apPointed · shalt he cfe�med · to J>:e .. th�, s,ole hold.�r of the offfc'e·. 

: .;,_;·:.l ·· 



122 

illie��g­
nait,bom..'i 

Va.ca.tl!on 
,0.f ofii.oe 
on ,a1t1taii11-­
i,n1g ,a .pire­
scr:libeid 
ag1e·. 

Centiaii>n 
,q u,e,�Joins 
n,04t lllD :be 
enquil"ed 
diJ1!1Jo ·iirl 
1a1rny ,ooon•t. 

THE CONSTITUTION 'oF THE'· 
co�oPERATIVE REPUBLIC OF GUY ANA 

(3) The preceding paragraph shall have effect in re­

lation to the office of any Judge of·· the Supreme Court of 
Judicature or the Clerk or Deputy Clerk of the National Assem­
bly as if that office · were a public office. · ; 

229.(1) Any person who is appointed or elected to or 
otherwise selected for any office established by this Constitution 
(including any office established under article 100, 124 and 125) 
may resign from that office and, save as otherwise provided by 
articles 156(1), 157 and 178(1), shall do so by writing under his 
hand addressed to the person or authority by whom he was ap­
pointed, elected or selected. 

(2) The resignation of any person from any such office
as aforesaid signified by writing under his hand shall take 
effect when the writing signifying the resignation is received by 
the person or authority to whom it is addressed or by any person 
authorised by that person or authority to receive it or employed 
to assist that person in the performance of the functions of 
his office. 

230. Where by this Constitution a person is required to
vacate an office when he attains an age prescribed by or under 
the provisions of this Constitution nothing done by him in the 
performance of the functions of that office shall be invalid by 
reason only that he has attained the age so prescribed. 

231. Where by this Constitution the President or any
other person or authority is required to perform any function 
in accordance with the advice or recommendation of, or after 
consultation with, another person or authority, or not to make 
an appointment without the concurrence of another person or 
authority, the question whether the President or that other 
person or authority has received or acted in accordance with 
such advice or recommendation, or whether such consultation 
has taken place, or whether the appointment has received such 
concurrence, shall not be enquired into in any court. 

232.(1) In this Constitution, except as otherwise provided 
. or required by the context -

"alien" means a person who is not a Commonwealth citizen, a 
British protected person or a citizen of the Republic 
of Ireland; 

"attorney-at-law" means a person having a general right of 
audience in the Supreme Court of Judicature; 

·. "Commissioner of Police" means the officer, however styled,
commanding the Police Force; 
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:. "the: Commonwealth" means Guyana and any country to· which 
article 4 7 applies and any dependency of any such 
country; 

"court" means any court of law in Guyana; 

· "elected member of the National Assembly" means any person
elected as a member of the National Assembly 
pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (2) or (3) 
or (4) of article 60 or article 160 (2); 

"election" means an election of members to serve in the National 
Assembly; 

"financial year" means any period of twelve months beginning 
on the first day of January in any year or such 
other date as Parliament may prescribe; 

, "Guyana" includes, in relation to any period before the day on 
which this Constitution commences, or anything 
done before that day, Guyana as it was before 

· that day as well as the former Colony of British
Guiana;

"law" includes any instrument having the force of law and any 

unwritten rule of 'law and "lawful" and "lawfully" 
shall be construed accordingly; 

"oath" includes affirmation; 

"oath of office" means. in relation to any office, ,the oarth for the due 
execution of that office set out in the Schedule to fthis 
Constitution or such other oath in that behalf as may be 
prescribed by Parliament; 

'"Parliament" · means the Parliament of Guyana; 

·"1the Police Force" means the Police Force established by the Police 16 :c.1 

Act and incl�es any other police force established. by or 
under an Act of Parliament to succeed to or lo supple­
ment the functions of that Force but does nolt include 
any police force forming part of any naval, military or 
air force or any police force established by any local 

democratic organ; 
·'-public office" means an office of emolument in the public service;

·"public. officer" means the holder of any public office and includes
any person appointed to aot in any such office; 

"the public s�rvice" means, subject to the provisions of paragraph (5).

the service of the Govern.ment: of Guyana iri a' civil capa­
city; 
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4.-:�gional democratic council" means the local democratic;:;, organ tor 

·any regicm established under article 72;

.. session" means. in relation to the National Assembly and the Supreme 
Congress of the People. the silttings of the Assembly or 
of the Congress. as the case may be, commencing when 
it first moots after this Constitution comes into force or 
after the prorogation or dissolution of Parliamenit or the 
Congress, as the case may be. at any ·time and terminat­
ing when Parliament or 1the Congress. as the case may 
be, is prorogued or is dissolvep without having been 
prorogued; 

"'sitting" means. in relation to the National Assembly, and the Supreme 
Congress of the People, a period during which the 
Assembly or the Congress, as the case may be, is sitting 
continuously without adjournment and includes any 
period during which the Assembly or the Congress. as 
the case may be. is in committee; and 

"the State" means ,the Co-opera1tive Republic of Guyana. 

(2) In this Constitution, unless it is ()therwise provided or re­
quired by the context -

(a) a reference to power to make appoinltments to any
office shall be construed as including a reference to
power to make appointments on promotion and
transfer and to confirm appointments and to power
to appoint a person to act in or perform the func­
tions of that office at any time when the office is
vacant or the holder thereof is unable (whether by
reason of absence or infirmity of mind or body or
any other cause) to perform the functions of that
office; and

(b) a reference to the holder of an office by the term
designating his office shall be construed as includ­
ing a reference to any person for the time being law­
fully acting in or performing the functions of that
office.

(3) Where by this Constitution any person is directed, ot
power is conferred on any person or authority to apJ:X>int or elect a 
: person. to perform the functions of an office if the holder thereof is 
unable to perform those functions. ·the validity of any performance of 
those functions by the person so directed or of any appointment or 
�lection made .in exercise of ,that pow.er shall not be called in question 
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.ui, �any .QO\Utt ,9n lthe grouitd ,tb;ait the :bolder Qf the .office was not or is 
not u.rui. ble to. perform the ifiunotions of the office. 

(4) For tha ,purposes of tllffl Conatit�n. a person shall not 
be considered to hold a public. offic.e by reason .only that he is in receipt 
of a :pension or other· like allowance in respect <>f public service. 

(5) In this Constitution references to the public service shall
:not be construed as including service in -

ta) the office of Pr�ident, Minister. Attorney GQD.eraJ. 
Parliamentary Secretary. Speaker. Deputy Spealcer. 
Minority Leader. Ombudsman. or member of robe 
Natioaal Assembly or of the National Congress of 
Loca1 Democratic Organs; 

(b) the office of a member of any Commission estab­

lished by this ConstitUJtion;

:(c) the office of a member .of any board. committee or 

other similar body (whether incorporated or not) 
established by any law in forre in Guyana: 

(d) the offi� of any Judge of the Supreme Court

of Judicature or Clerk or Deputy Cle;rk of the
N c1tional Assembly except for the purposes of
the next follc,wing paragraph and sav� as other·
wise provided in any other provision of this
Constitution; or

,(e) .any body of persons organised as a national 
service within the meaning of article 154. 

(6) References in this Constitution to the power to

remove a public officer from his office shall be construed 
as inclulding references to · any .power conferred by any law to 
require or permit that officer to retire from the public service: 

Provided that -

(a) nothing in this paragraph shall be construed
as conferring on any person or authority
power to .require a Judge of the Supreme Court
of' .. Judicature, the Director· of Public Prosecu­
tions, the Commissioner ,of ,Poli,ce, the Auditor
.General·or.i the Clerk or Deputy Clerk of 1the,

, National. Assembly fo retire . from .bis office;
 

and 

r
 

·
 · 

· ··· 
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(b) any powe,r conferred by any law to permit a
person to retire from the public service shall,
in the case of any public officer who may be
removed from office by some person or
authority other than a . Commission established
by this Constitution, vest in the . Commi�sion
that, if he wer,e to retire, would be the appro­
priate Commission in relation to him for the
purpose of article 214.

; . 

(7) Any provision in this Constitution that vests in

any person or authority the power to remove any public officer 
from his office shall be without prejudice to the power of any 
person or authority to abolish that office or to ;;1ny law providing 
for the compJUlsory retirement of public officers generally or any 
class of public officers on attaining an age · specified by or under 
that law. 

(8) No provision of this Constitution that any person
or authority shall not be subject to the direction or control of 
any other person or authority in the exercise of �ny functions 
shaU be construed as precluding a court from exercising juris­
diction in relation to any question whethe·r that person or 
authority has exe.rcised those functions in accordance with this 
Constitu"tion or any other law. 

cap 2,:ot1 

(9) The Interpretation and General Clauses Act as in
for;oe immediately before the commencement of this Constitution, 
?hall apply, with the necessary adaptations, for the purpose of 
interpreting this Constitution and otherwise in relation thereto 
as it applied for the purpose of interpreting, and in relation io 
any Act in force immediately before such commencement and 
in such application shall have effect as if it formed part of this 
Constitution. 

A:l'flliJcle 
?..1'2 'Cl) 

SCHEDULE 
Form of Oath 

OATH OF OFFICE 
i 

I, ....................................... , do hereby solemnly de-
clare that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the People of 
Guyana, that I will faithfully execute the office of .............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . without fear or favour, affection or ill-will and that in· the execution of the functions· of that office I will honour uph�ld arid preserve the Constitution of the Co-operative Repub:lie or Guyana. 1·:; ii. 
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