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1st Sitting                                          17 hrs                                         Friday, 22nd January 1982 

 
MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY  (77) 

 
Speaker     (1) 
*Cde. Sase Narain, O.R., J.P., M.P. 
       Speaker of the National Assembly 
 
  Members of the Government – People’s National Congress  (64) 
 
Prime Minister         (1) 
Cde. Dr. P.A. Reid, O.E., M.P., 
     Prime Minister 
 
Other Vice-Presidents          (4) 
Cde. S.S. Naraine, A.A., M.P., 

     Vice-President, Works and Transport 

Cde. H.D. Hoyte, S.C., M.P., 

     Vice-President, Economic Planning and Finance 

Cde. H. Green, M.P., 

     Vice-President, Public Welfare  

Cde. B. Ramsaroop, M.P., 

     Vice-President, Parliamentary Affairs and Party/State Relations 

 
Senior Ministers      (10) 
Cde. R. Chandisingh, M.P., 

     Minister of Higher Education 

Cde. O.E. Clarke, M.P., 

     Minister of Regional Development 

Cde. R.H.O. Corbin, M.P., 

    Minister of National Development 

*Cde. F.E. Hope, M.P., 

       Minister of Trade and Consumer Protection  

*Cde. H.O. Jack, M.P., 

       Minister of Energy and Mines  

*Cde. Dr. M. Shahabuddeen, O.R.., S.C., M.P., 

       Attorney General and Minister of Justice  

 

*Non-elected Member 
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*Cde. R.E. Jackson, M.P., 

       Minister of Foreign Affairs  

*Cde. J.A. Tyndall, A.A., M.P., 

       Minister of Agriculture 

*Cde. S.A. Moore, M.P., 

       Minister of Home Affairs 

*Cde. J.R. Thomas, M.P.,  

       Minister of Education 

 
Ministers        (8) 

Cde. U. E. Johnson, M.P., 

     Minister of Co-operatives 

Cde. J.N. Maitland-Singh, M.P., 

     Minister, Consumer Protection, in the  

     Ministry of Trade and Consumer Protection 

Cde. S. Prashad, M.P., 

     Minister in the Ministry of Agriculture     

Cde. Sallahuddin, M.P., 

     Minister, Finance, in the Ministry of  

     Economic Planning and Finance 

Cde. R.E. Williams, M.P., 

     Minister, Fisheries, in the Ministry of Agriculture 

*Cde. Y. V. Harewood-Benn, M.P., 

       Minister, in the Office of the Prime Minister 

*Cde. H. Rashid, M.P., 

       Minister, Office of the President 

*Cde. R.A. Van West-Charles, M.P.,   

       Minister, Health, in the Ministry of Public Welfare       

 
Ministers of State      (3) 
 
Cde. M. Corrica, M.P.,  

     Minister of State for Culture, in the Ministry of 

     Education, Social Development and Culture 

Cde. R.C. Fredericks, A.A., M.P., 

     Minister of State for Youth and Sport, in the Ministry of National Development 

*Cde. C.E. Wright, M.P., 

       Minister of State for Construction, in the  

       Ministry of Works and Transport     

 
 
*Non-elected Member 
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Parliamentary Secretaries            (3) 

 

Cde. A.W. Bend-Kirton-Holder, M.P.,  

     Parliamentary Secretary, Women’s Affairs and Housing 

Cde. D.A.N. Ainsworth, M.P., 

     Parliamentary Secretary, Education, Social Development and Culture 

Cde. B. Bhaggan, M.P., 

     Parliamentary Secretary, Foreign Affairs 

 
Other Members           (23) 
 
Cde. M. Ally, M.P. 

Cde. M. Armogan, M.P. 

Cde. B. Beniprashad, M.P. 

Cde. J.B. Caldeira, M.P. 

Cde. A.A. Chin, M.P. 

Cde. J.P. Chowritmootoo, J.P., M.P. 

Cde. E. B. Davidson, M.P. 

Cde. H. Doobay, M.P. 

Cde. A.B. Felix, M.P. 

Cde. E.H.A. Fowler, M.P. 

Cde. P. Fredericks, M.P. 

Cde. E.F. Gilbert, M.P. 

Cde. J. Gill-Mingo, M.P. 

Cde. A. McRae, M.P. 

Cde. J.M. Munroe, J.P., M.P. 

Cde. R.N. Primo, M.P. 

Cde. P.A. Rayman, M.P. 

Cde. C.G. Sharma, J.P., M.P. 

Cde. H.L.B. Singh, M.P. 

Cde. S.H Sukhu, M.S., M.P. 

Cde. B. Tiwari, M.P. 

Cde. C. Vandenburg, M.P. 

Cde. H.B. Walcott-Nacimento, J.P., M.P. 

     Government Chief Whip 

 
Members from the National Congress of Local Democratic Organs       (2) 

Cde. R. Bishop, M.S., M.P. 

Cde. B. Latchminarayan, M.P.  

 
Members from the Regional Democratic Councils                  (10) 

Cde. K.N. Jones, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini) 

Cde. K.V. Jairam, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)   (Absent on-leave) 

Cde. C.A. Singh, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) 

Cde. W. Bipat, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 

Cde. H.I. London, M.S., M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice) 
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Cde. I. Chowritmootoo, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne) 

Cde. N.R. Charles, M.P. (Region No.7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni) 

Cde. D. Abraham, M.P. (Region No.8 – Potaro/Siparuni) 

Cde. A. Dorrick, M.P. (Region No.9 – Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo) 

Cde. D. Hinds, M.P. (Region No.10 – Upper Demerara/Berbice) 

 
Members of the Minority                (12) 
 
(i)   People’s Progressive Party       (10) 
 
Minority Leader     (1) 
 
Cde. Dr. C. Jagan, M.P., 
     Minority Leader   (Absent) 
 
Deputy Speaker      (1) 
 
Cde. Ram Karran, M.P., 
     Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly   (Absent) 
 
 
Other Members      (8) 
 
Cde. J. Jagan M.P.     (Absent) 

Cde. Reepu Daman Persaud, J.P., M.P.    (Absent) 

     Minority Chief Whip  

Cde. N. Persaud, M.P.                               (Absent) 

Cde. C.C. Collymore, M.P.                       (Absent) 

Cde. S.F. Mohamed, M.P.                         (Absent) 

Cde. I. Basir, M.P.                                     (Absent) 

Cde. C.C. Belgrave, M.P.                         (Absent) 

Cde. Dalchand, J.P., M.P.                         (Absent) 

 

 
(ii) United Force       (2) 
 
Mr. M.F. Singh, J.P., M.P.  

Mr. M.A. Abraham, M.P. 

 
 

OFFICERS 
 
Clerk of the National Assembly – Cde.  F .A.  Narain, A. A. 
Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly – Cde. M.B. Henry 
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1982-01-22                                         National Assembly                                               17:00 hrs 
 
 

PROCLAMATION SUMMONING THE SESSION OF PARLIAMENT  
 

The Speaker:    The Clerk of the National Assembly will read the Proclamation which was issued 

by His Excellency the President. 

 

The Clerk read the Proclamation as follows: 
 
                                     "PROCLAMATION  
                                                          

                          
                                                                                                     By the President 

                                                                                          Of the Co-operative  
                                                                                          Republic of Guyana 

(Sgd.) L.F.S. Burnham 
           President 
 
Whereas by Proclamation dated 6th January, 1982, issued under article 70(1) of the Constitution, 
Parliament was prorogued with effect from 8th January, 1982: 
 
Now, therefore, in pursuance of the powers conferred upon me by article 69(1) of the 

Constitution, I do hereby appoint the Parliament Chamber, Public Buildings, Georgetown, 

Guyana, as the place where a session of Parliament shall be held and 5 o'clock in the afternoon 

on the 22nd January, 1982, as the time when such session shall begin. 

 

Given under my hand and Seal of the      

Co-operative Republic of Guyana at 

Georgetown, Guyana, this 6th day of 

January, 1982, in the twelfth year of the 

Republic. 

 

By the President's Command 

(Sgd.)  C.E. Douglas 

Head of the Presidential Secretariat." 

 

PRAYERS 

 

The Clerk read the following Prayer: 

       "Almighty God, we, who are here gathered together, do most humbly beseech Thee 

to guide us in all our consultations, so that we may together build a land where 

knowledge is free, where that mind is without fear and the head is held high, and where 

words come from the depth of truth. 

 

     Grant us, O God, Thine aid and guidance, so that we may deal justly, with the several 

causes that come before us, laying aside all private interests, prejudices and personal 

preferences, so that the result of our counsels may be to the glory of Thy Blessed Name, 

the maintenance of true religion, the preservation of justice, the safety, honour and  
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happiness of the President and the peace and prosperity of Guyana. 

 

      Grant us, O God, the vision so to lend, that all the people of this fair land may enter 

into that state of brotherhood and unity, where the mind is led forward by Thee into 

everwidening thought and action." 
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1982-01-22                                                                                                             17:00 – 10:05 hrs 

 

SUSPENSION OF SITTING 

 

The Speaker: The Sitting of the Assembly will now be suspended until the arrival of 

Their Excellencies. 

Sitting suspended at 17:05 hrs. 

17:38 hrs 

On resumption - -  

 

               ENTRY OF THE PRESIDENT AND CDE. VIOLA BURNHAM 

Their Excellencies, the President of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana, Cde. Linden 

Forbes Sampson Burnham, O.E., S.C., and  Cde. Viola Burnham were announced. Their 

Excellencies entered the Chamber and were received by the Assembly.  

 

The Speaker:   I will now invite his Excellency to address the Assembly. 

 

                                 ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT 
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His Excellency the President: Cde Speaker 
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1982-01-22                                                                                                          17:38 – 18:14 hrs 

His Excellency presented a copy of the Address to the Speaker. 

 

THANKS BY THE SPEAKER 

The Speaker:  Cde. President, may I on behalf of the Members of the National Assembly 

and myself express our warm appreciation for your good wishes extended to us for the year 

1982. 

Your Excellency, on behalf of the National Assembly and myself, I wish to thank you 

most sincerely for the honour you pay us in coming here and delivering the Presidential Address 

to us on the occasion of the commencement of the Second Session of our Fourth Parliament. 

With your presence here, we see Parliament constituted, for under the Constitution, our 

Parliament consists of the President and the National Assembly. Without you, there is no 

Parliament. Without you, no laws can be made for our Republic, as only Parliament can make 

laws. 

This is the second occasion since our new Constitution came into operation, since you 

ceased to be a Member of the National Assembly and assumed the Office of President, and since 

our last general and regional elections, that you, Cde. President, have come to the National 

Assembly.  

We here have missed your presence in the Assembly and also your great oratory. While 

the Constitution does not permit you, Cde. President, in your present Office, to be with us here to 

participate in our proceedings, nevertheless, the Constitution empowers Your Excellency to 

attend and address the National Assembly at any time. 

We here look forward to your presence with us and it is our hope that you will be able to 

come here at least annually to address us. 

To your Presidential Address, we have all listened with keen interest and attention. The 

Address will as usual be debated by Members of the National Assembly and I am sure that the 

Government's Policy adumbrated therein will be approved by the Assembly. 

In thanking Your Excellency, may I, on behalf of Members of the Assembly and myself, 

also express our grateful thanks to Cde. Viola Burnham for her gracious presence with us this 

afternoon. Please be assured, Cde. President and Cde. Viola Burnham, of our highest esteem and 

regards. 

WITHDRAWAL OF THE PRESIDENT AND CDE. VIOLA BURNHAM 

Their Excellencies withdrew from the Chamber. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Resolved, "That this Assembly do now adjourn until Monday, 1982-01-25 at 14:00 hrs. 

[The Vice President, Parliamentary Affairs and Party/State Relations.] 

Adjourned accordingly at 18:14 hrs. 
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