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MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Wednesday, 11th Janu-
arv, 1961, as printed and circulated,
were taken as read and confirmed.

PAPERS LAID

The Minister of Communications
and Works (Mr. Ram Karran): Mr.
Speaker, T beg to lay on the Table the

“Report of the Director of Audit on
the Accounts of the Transport and Har-
bours Department for the year ended 31<t
December, 1959.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

The Minister of Community Devel-
opment and Education (Mr. Rai):
Mr. Speaker, I wish to be allowed to
draw your attention to The Daily
Chronicle of January 12, 1961, in
which there appear several reports of
the debate which took place in this
Council yesterday on the Education
(Amendment) Bill.

The report, which specifically made
reference to what 1 said, is inadequate,
unfair and inaccurate and, in my view, a
breach of the privileges of this Council.
The matter about which I complain, is a
statement which says as follows :

“In one of his most forceful speeches,
Mr. Rai said that the Church was paid by
the British Government to keep the people
as slaves both intellectually and men-
tally.”

I have no objection to this, but it goes
on further as follows :

“And added that Slavery was mnot
incompatible with Christianity”.

I think the record would bear me out.
I cited the name of a leading Methodist
Missionary, the Rev. Mortier, whom I
said was responsible for this view in the
19th Century. This statement is attri-
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buted to me. I am not responsible for
this statement but, as I said, represents
the view of a leading Methodist Mission-

ary, the Rev. Mortier.

There are other minor inaccuracies,
one being that I said “the Church was
not to resist civil authority, but to obey
on several matters.”  What 1 said was
that the Church must obey the State in
secular matters.

I hope this would be put on record
and that those responsible would make
the necessary corrections.

ORDER OF THE DAY
EDUCATION (AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr Speaker: Council will re-
sume debate on the following Bill:

A Bill intituled “An Ordinance to
Amend the Education Ordinance.”

The Minister of Community Devel-
opment and Education (Mr. Rai):
When the adjournment was taken yes-
terday, 1 had been addressing you, Sir,
on the backsliding of the hon. Member
for Georgetown Central, Mr. Burnham,
and the views he had taken since 1957,
and also addressing you on the unrealis-
tic approach the Church in this country
has taken on the question of control and
management of primary schools. 1
said: How can the Churches disobey the
sacred injunctions to yield obedience to
the civil authority, and I stated that they
were enjoined to do so by persons like
St. Augustine and others. 1 am sure
the Churches have not forgotten what is
written in the “City of God” where St.
Augustine emjoined all the members of
the Church to obey the State in secular
matters.

I wish to refer to a pamphlet en-
titted “British Guiana A Challenge to
Labour” written by Dr. Jagan, Janet
Jagam, L. F. S. Bummham and B. H.
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Benn, with foreword by Harold Davies,
a Mcmber of Parliament. 1 think this
was published shortly after the suspen-
sion of the Constitution.

Mr Speaker: Has it got the year?

Mr. Rai: I, myself, had beesn
lcoking for the year, but I have nct seen
it. I can make it available toc the Re-
porters. In a short article entitled “We
planned Reforms and Troops Came In”,
Mr. Burnham, former Minister of Edu-
cation, said among other things:

“In British Guiana over 90 per cent.
of the elementary schools are contralled
by Christian denominations, but are
maintained and the teachers paid cut of
Government funds. Promotion for most
teachers lies through their religious or
denominational affiliations rather than pro-
fessional ability. Those drawn from our
Hindu and Muslim population—40 per
cent. of the whole—face a cul-de-sac.

The whole system is unsatisfactory
and its abolition was recommended in
1941 by Mr. Hammond, the Education
Adviser to the Comptroller of Colonial
Development and Welfare in the West
Indies. In accepting this recommendation.
which has been supported on several
occasions by the British Guiana Teachers’
Association, we were prepared to pro-
vide the safeguard of allowing all religious
denominations the right of access to
schools at stated periods to give religious
instruction to children of their respective
persuasions. This reform earned us the
accusation of seeking to create an atheist
Communistic generation.

Much of our education is unrealistic
in content and approach. For one thing.
as was admitted in a “Report of Investig-
ation into the Public Service” 1953, it is
academic and formal, with the technical
and practical aspects largely ignored.
Furthermore children are taught little if
anything about the history of their coun-
try and of the struggles and achievements
of their forbears. British patriotic songs
like “Rule Britannia” are their regular
fare, and a love for and pride in their
own country is not encouraged, if not
actually discouraged.”

I had occasion to remark how this
Minister of Education in this country
had embarked on a policy of total
abolition of this system of dual control
~f schools. This is what he wrote after
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the suspension of the Constitution; yet
he comes here scven years after and
says he is not ashamed cf changing his
views, without giving his reasons, there-
for. He does not know what is meant by
a Schools Control Committee. He said
that the Church should control the schools
and Government appoint and promote
the teachers. Schools Control Commit-
tees are cnly a camouflage by the de-
nominational bodies. They would give
the denominationat podies a majority in
the contrcl of schocls. A Schools
Contrcl Committee would not, in any
way, affect the basic principle of ap-
pointment and promotion of teachers. It
would not end the discriminauon waicn
is being practised by these denomina-
tional bodies amcng and against them-
sclves. It will nct prevent people
going to the Main Street R.C. School
with their children for admission or a
person applying for the headmistress’ or
lieadmaster's  job then Deing asked:
“Are you a Catholic?” This is what
has been going on for years. Tt would
not prevent the Anglicans trom denying
a Roman Catholic a job. The Bishop
has said that the Catholic schools were
built for Catholic children and so shall
they remain.  This is the position that
obtains in the Colony today.

The Education Ordinance, Chapter
91. provides that every child has the
right to bc admitted to any primary
school in the Colony which is receiving
grants from the Government. The
woerd  “‘grants” here is a misnomer.
Crants are not given to schools.  The
Government pays the whole of the
teachers’ salaries and gives grants to-
wirds the maintenance of school build-
ings and for other purposes.

Here we have a  denominational
body in the country saying openly and
publicly that Catholic Schools were built
for Catholic children, and so they must
remain. There is no intention of a com
rromise on this issue, and they want
things to remain static. I have already
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[Mr. Ratg}

pointed out how they cannot co-operate
with each other; they are wrangling
among themselves; they would not  sc-
cept & common  syllabus  for religious
instruction; and while they fight among
themselves the educational system, as
well as the education of the children in
this country, suffers.

Member  lor
0ot in his  seat

T am sorry the hon.
Georgetown Central is
again for the second day. He has had
his say, and , apparently, he does not

wish to listen to what other people have
10 say. He said he proposed 1o ask me
why 1 was able to  approve the appoint-
Cment in @ matter of minutes of the r%md»
 teacher of the Augsburg School, but wa
holding up the appointment of the i.f':ai..z“”
teachership of the Cane Grove School?
That is true. T would like to ask the hon,
iemper hRow 13 i tpat he mx;‘sws mifsﬁ
facts which T do not dm;ﬁv 2?7 It is true 1
wag able to approve of the appointment
o short space of time of the Head-
teucher of the Augsburg School, because
the relevant facts were submitted to me
in such a manner as to enable me to
- make a decision; whereas ‘the data re-
garding the Headteacher for Cane Grove
School was mnadequate. How is it that
the hon. Member knows these facts?

. T am sure no one in this Council
- will condone any Member inciting  civil
servants to be disloval to the Mindsters
of the Government. There has been an
apparent disloyalty on the part of one or
more officers in the Education  Depart-
ment by giving to the hon, Member -
igrmation without the authority of the
Minister of Edueation. No one will con-
done civil servants breaking the principle
of political neutrality. No onc will con-
done any Member of this Council—if he
has done that—in trying to get informa-
tion from civil servants by improper
- means.

Janvary,

1961 {Amendment) Bil 81%

The hon. Member for Geogetown
Central said that the teachers have o
agreed to Schools Control  Commiitees.
‘That is not correct. The teachers on two
occassions put up different proposals for
Schools Control Committees.  Unfor-
tunately, the Schools  Contrel Commit-
tees the tecahers have in mind are not
the same as the one the churches have
in mind. 1 know for o fact that the
teachers are not opposed to this Bl
They have given no  expression of op-
position to this Bill. All the information
{ bave had from them comes from the
executive of the Association, and there
is no information from them indicating
that they are opposed to this Measure.

The teachers in  denominational
schools are the employees of the denomi-
national bodies, and they are intimidated
by the Managers of the schools—even
their wives are intimidated. They are re-
quired to do Sunday School work, and if
they do not do it they are liable to  vie-
timizations and to transfers. They must
learn to play the organ and play second-
fiddle to the Mﬁméﬁs and their wives;
they must spy on other teachers and
carry information concerning them fo the
Governing Bodies.

Would the Roman Catholic Bishop
deny that he refused to appoint a
Catholic tcacher, who is far more ex-
perienced and qualified than any  other

teacher whom he has appointed, to a
certain ;?mtwmggmgr Assistant  in  a

Catholic School-because she was a
member of the P.P.P.? Even though she
was recommended by the Manager of

the School she was not appointed. If you
are not a Uatholic vou do not get 2 ;wh
?hez’e

f/i:e }“mn M?’?}B;}f}’” "?"hﬁf zs' ot

holic {:mm%} vou do not get
pmmmmn, This is the state of affairs
that exists under the present education
system in this country,

I have been told that if this Measure
is implemented there will be  dissension
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and ruin. It reminds me of the statement
which is attributed to thc hon. Member
for Georgetown Central that in this com-
g political elections, 't is a case ul
kill, or be killcd.” So long as T am Minis-
ter in charge of the Police in this coun-
try, 1 shall see to it that all political
parties get a proper hearing, and that
law and order will be preserved.

1 have been told also that one of
the solutions to this problem is that the
Government should assist Hindus and
Muslims to build schools.  Let wus
cxamine this matter. It would not be
examined for the first time, because Mr.
Hammond examined the proposal in
1941 and advised against it. He said
that it would split the nation. This is
exactly what those who do not want to
see us get Independence are trying to do.
They want us to have religious and
racial rivalry in this country. How are
we going to lay the foundation for the
coming generation?

My hon. Nominated Friend, Mr.
I redericks, belongs to the United Force.
One of their principles is that they want
to have the integration of the peoples in
this country.  How are you going to
have integration if discrimination is per-
mitted among children and teachers in
the schools because of their religious
beliefs?  He 1s also acquaimtea witn an
organization called “The Defenders of
Freedom” in this country.  Where is
the religious freedom, if an individual
has to change his name and religion in
order to get a job in a school?  Merely
allowing other people to build schools
on denominational lines will not solve
th:  problem.  Instead of bringing
about integration there will b~ disinte-
gration — [Mr. ‘Tello: “iVonsense!l”]
Mr. Tello says it is nonisense.  Why
didn’t he, when he was a Membecr of the
Executive Council in the Interim Gov-
ernment, sec to it that the dual control
“agrecment” was passed into law? Why
didn't he see to it that Hindus and
Muslims were given grants to build
schools?
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Mr. Tello and Mr. Kendall were
Members of the Government, so why
didn’t they sce to it that the Dual Con-
trol Agreement was passed into law?
Since this document was drawn up there
has been considerable dispute between
the Government of the day and the de-
neminations as to the interpretation to
be placed on it. No Govermment has
ever accepted the interprctation by the
denominational  bodies. My  hon.
Friends would know that, and they
should try to give a proper explanation.

We have a professional education-
ist, Mr. Hammond. who said that it
would split the nation within a genera-
tion. This debate has had its full
round, and it is only left for me to say
that in the same way that we are deter-
mined to free this country from political
bondage, we arc in full measure deter-
mined to free it from ecclesiastical
bondage.

Question put, the Council divided
and voted as follows:

For Against
Mr. Hubbard Mr. Bowman
Mr. Gajraj Mr. Beharry
Mr. Jai Narine Singh  Mr. Fredericks
Mr. Ajodha Singh Mr. Davis
Mr. Saffee Mr. Tello
Mr. Rai Mr. Jackson
Mr. Ram Karran fr. Campbell
Mrs. Jagan 1r. Burnham
Mr. Bebn Mr. Kendall — 9.
Dr. Jagan
The Financial Secre-

tarv

The Attorney-General
The Chief Secretarv

—13.

Mr Sneaker: The Motion is carried,

and tioe Bil will thercfore be read a
Second time.

Agreed to.

Bill read a Second time.

Council resolved itself into Com-

mittee to consider the Bill clause by
clause.
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COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE
Clause 1.—Short Title.

Mr. Rai: 1 beg to move an
Amendment to Clause 1, line 2, by the
substitution of the figures “1961” for
“1960”.

Question put, and agreed to.

Clause 1, as amended, ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

Clause 2.—Repeal and re-enact-
ment of section 13 of Chapter 58.

Agreed to as printed.

Clause 3.—lInsertion of sections
324, 32B and 32C in Chapter 91.

Mr. Bowman : 1 wish to move
an amendment to the prqposed new Sec-
tion 32A(1), as follows:

(a) Substitution of the word “all” for the
word “any” in the fourth line.

(b) Addition of the letter “s” to the
word “school” in the fifth line.

(c) Substitution of the word “continue”
for the word “cease” in the sixth
line.

(d) Deletion of the word “an” in the
seventh line, and addition of the
letter “s” to the word “school” in
the same line.

(e) Deletion of all of the words in the
subsection following the word
“school” in the seventh line, and
substitution therefor of the follow-
ing:

“and that School Control Com-
mittees be established to govern
and control all denominational
schools on the basis of three re-
presentatives from each denomi-
nation and two from Govern-
ment.”

The Amendment which 1 have just
moved

The Minister of Natural Resources
(Mr. Benn): To a point of order! I
submit that there is no definition of
“Schools Control Committees” in the
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Interpretation Ordinance, and 1 do not
see how the hon. Member can have

those words inserted in this Clause.

Mr. Bowman: Apparently, the
Minister does not understand the Amend-
ment 1 am proposing.

Mr. Benn: | was saying that therc
is no definition of the term used by the
hon. Member.

The Chairman: That does not
make the Amendment out of order.

Mr. Benn:

1 did not say it was
out of order.

The Chairman: [ understood you
to say that you rose to a point of order.
I can only interpret that to mean onc

thing. Did I wunderstand .you in-
correctly?

Mr. Benn: I said that definitely.

The Chairman:  You said you
rose to a point of order.

Mr. Benn: Yes, 1 did.

The Chairman: I am not saying
that the Amendment is in order. I have
not seen it before, and 1 am now reading
it If it is not desired that I should
read it, then proceed. The Amendment
seems to be a direct negation of tne
Section itself, and that being so, it cannot
be allowed. The Member will have to
vote against the Clause. [ cannot
allow his Amendment because it violates
the Rules governing Amendments.

Mr. Bowman: With your per-
mission, Sir, I would like to state —

The Chairman: [ have ruled that
your Amendment is not in order.

Mr. Bowman : Am I not allowed

to say something?
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The Chairman: As long as the
Amendment is not in order you cannot
say anything about it. 1t violates an
essential principle.

Mr. Davis: [ would like to throw
out a suggestion at this stage that the
Minister might consider the desirability
of referring the Bill to a Select Com-
mittee of the Council. In urging that 1
would say that the Bill is a highly contro-
versial measure and I hope the Minister
will give some serious consideration to
the suggestion T have made.

Mr. Bowman : The arguments
adduced by the Minister — 1 am not
speaking on the Amendment.

The Chajrman: If you are spcak-
ing on the Clause you are quite in order.

Mr. Bowman : We have been
treated to four different historical ex-
positions of the Churches, and they
give me the impression that no matter
how reasonably we may argue on this
side of the Table, it will be a waste of
time, because the minds of the Govern-
ment Members have been fully made up.
But some of the arguments adduced by
Members of the Government. especiallv
the opening argument by the Minister
of Bducation, to the effect that non-
Christian teachers are being discrimin-
ated against by the Christian de-
nominations —

The Chairman:  May I point out
to you that we are not going back to the
arguments on the Sccond Reading of the
Bill. TIf you wish to speak on the parti-
cular Clause you can do so, but we can-
not go back to the arguments on the
principle of the Bill which lasted several
days. You know that.

Mr. Bowman:  The Clausc says
“any aided school listed in the schedule
to this Ordinance, shall for the purposes
of control and management cease to be
an aided school,” The Amendment
which I was attempting to introduce was
to —
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The Chairman: You camnot go

back to the Amendment.

~ Mr. Bowman : 1 am only refer-
ring —

The Chairian: It you are going
to speak on the Amendment | shall have
to ask you to take your seat. I have
already ruled on the Amendment.

Ms. Bowman: 1 am not speaking
on the Amendment. 1 am only saying
that the question of aid is mentioned in
this Clause. It says that after a cer-
tain date the schools shall cease to be
aided schools. | am saying that aid
should continue to be given to these
schools because this legislation is a tra-
vesty of what we are accustomed to. To
cease giving aid to schools and to take
them completely out of the control of
the Churches which have been respon-
sible for them for many years, is an evil
thing. 1 remarked earlier that we are
moving towards nationhood and we
should do everything possible to foster
unity, but this Bill is not doing that. It
is going to foster bitterness, enmity and
all the evils that go with that. That is
why in introducing the Amendment just
now — I am not talking on the Amend-
ment, Sir — T said it would be a great
compromise, but it seems to me that the
minds of the Government Members are
fully made up, and to argue with them
will be a waste of time. Let them go
on. They have the voting strength,
but it will not always be so. They will
rot come back here.

Mr. Teilo: 1 beg to offer an
Amendmcnt to the new Section 32A(1)
to substitute for the words “one month”
thc words “twelve months™ in the third
line.  What has motivatcd me is the
fact that there is tremendous opposition
to this Bill, and as far as I sce from the
course of the dehate. Government itself
has been influenced by a certain decision
which, it would appear. was hastily
reached in 1953, and for another reason
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[MRr. TELLO]

it was intended to cmbarrass someonc
who has exercised his right to change his
opinion, and, thirdly, because Govern-
ment has not seriously given considera-
tion to the rejection of the Hammond
Report.

As I see it, Sir from the voting
strength in this Council of the Majority
Party and its supporters on this side of
the Council, the passage of this Bill is
almost a foregone conclusion; but 1
think if the Amendment to this parti-
cular Clause — the substitution of “12
months” for “one month™—is accepted,
it would have given Government suffi-
cient time to ponder over their hasty
errors and give some serious considera-
tion, in a much more relaxed mood, to
the arguments adduced against the
passage of this Bill.

There has been nothing said to
force the passage of the Second Reading
of this Bill, and though we must separ-
ate the debate on the principle of an
Ordinance from the debate in Com-
mittee, one influences the other to a
great extent.

Government and its three sup-
porters on this side tried to make
capital of minor arguments as this: that
Mr. Hammond has been an intelligent,
impartial investigator; but have we not
heard in this Council that we have been
misled by experts who have given them-
selves the right to be authentic after a
visit of two or three weeks?  Have wc
not listened to these arguments from
both sides of the Table and, moreso.
from the Government Benches?  And
why place so much emphasis on this ill-
fated recommendation. It may be that
it had no sympathetic consideration.

Mr. Hubbard:  Where is the hon.
Member’s justification of the 12 months’
proposal?
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Mr. Telio: The Report and its
recommendations were laid in  this

Council and nothing was actually done
by the Legislature. = The Report must
have been placed among those many
Reports which were laid in this Council
and then shelved.  That is what hus
happened to the Hammond Report.
The people involved in education dis-
regarded it; and it is not true for the
Government to say, now, that that was
the prime reason that motivated the
bringing forward of this Bill. The
Minister, himself, has given the real
reason, and that is that the essence of
dual control has been restricted to the
appointment and promotion of teachers.
I repeat, and T hope I heard him cor-
rectly, he said: the appointment and
promotion of teachers. This entire
Bill is brought here to satisfy a few dis-
gruntled teachers. It can bec nothing
else but that; unless the Minister does
not believe in the democratic functions
>f organizations. because the Teachers’
Association itself has not supported this
Bill.  On the contrary, it has supported
certain suggestions made, which the
Government has not accepted. T sav
that in every organization you would not
find important decisions taken without
unanimous agreement. Mrs. Jagan:

“State your point”]. TIf this Bill is in
troduced primarily to satisfy the teach-
ers, then certainlv my attempt to offer a
breathing space to the Government is
doing them a rather great service be-
cause the verv teachers do not want it.

You say that the primary object —

The Chairman: What is the
good?  There is no point contesting
that fact.  You are asking that “one
month” be changed to “12 months™.
One side said that it wants the change
and the other side said it does not want
it. There is no jury here to decide
which is correct and which is not
correct. I think you should get more
closely to the ground for deferring it for
12 months than debate a question which
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is already agreed on. The Amendment
is this: that action should be deferred
for 12 months in order to give some
breathing space and tim: for considera-
tion. Is that it?

Mr. Telic: Please excusc the way
in. which I had put it, Sir. The position
is simply this: I am trying to impr ss
upon the Council the need for this time
for consideration. There is a difference
of opinion in this issue. =~ The Govern-
ment cannot present to us any docu-
ment to prove that the Association that
is authorized to speak for the teachers
has given them a mandate to do this or
cndorsed what they had done. We said
that we are reliably informed, from the
same organization that it is opposed to
what is done, and this breathing space
would give Government and the
Teachers’ Association and all others
concerned, an opportunity to get to-
gether and see what arrangements they
can make with regards to making this Bill
more acceptable to the community. I
feel there is every justification for this
breathing spell because of the import-
ance of the issue involved.  This is a
colonywide matter.  This is a matter
of national interest, and one cannot just
quickly close an eye and try to forget
these arguments, especially now when I
am asking for some further time to be
given for its consideration.

We have been told that one of the
teasons for this Bill is to stop discrimi-

nation.  Again 1 say [ have listened
but | have not been convinced that
there is any practical discrimination,

because it is known that every organi-
zation gives its top posts to the people
who are most loyal to the organization.
As regards the paying of salaries and
contributing to the erection and upkeep
of schools, we are only following a
good example.  The United Kingdom
is doing it now and they also allow the
Governing Bodies, which are com-
prised primarily of appointees of the
Churches, to make these appointments
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and promotions; so we are following a
very good example.  In this case we
may be embarking on an experiment
that might bz detrimental to the whole
Colony’s  educational prospects and

programme.

As 1 said, I listened but I have
not been convinced that there is any
real argument in favour of any discrimi-
nation; but we have found that regard-
less of their religious

The Chairmian: [ am afraid you
cannot reply to the Minister. How-
ever unfortunate it is, you have to con-
fine yourself to the Amendment.

Mr. Telio: Mr. Chairman, I
would like to say this: This Bill is being
discussed in Committee and I am initia-
ting an argument in Committee. I am
advised

The Chairman: 1 do not know it
your adviser is in the Chair or by your
side; but I am afraid I cannot tak: any
rotice of your advice.  You can speak
on the general principles of a particular
matter on the Second Reading, but it is
not in order, when we come to a parti-
cular clause, to reply to the remarks
made by the Mover of the Motion. If
vou are replving to the Mover of a parti-
cular Motion, on thz Second Reading,
then; but the general principles were all
discussed on the Motion for the Second
Reading. When we go into Committee
we discuss particular items clause by
clause.  If anything relating to each
clause comes up, you may speak on it,
but that does not give you, however
much you are advised, the right to go
over the whole ground and reply to the
speeches made. That is my ruling.

Mr. Te o: T did not obtain that
advice from the Council. T accept
vour ruling.
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It serves no use-

TE?:» {"ﬁwjrmam &
you arc advised.

> telling me

;}uip“ and improper.  {Pause.]
Mi., Rai: I think there s an

hefore the Committee, ths
it should be 12

dment
mstead of onc month,
months,

The Chairman s Yes.

Mr. Bai: The hon. Nominated
Member, Mr. Tello, is secking to have
the port si of one month extended to a
riod of 12 months on the grounds that
5 a mntmwrsmi matter and that the
tcachers are not supporting this measure.
[ chalienge lim to say the teachers are
opposed  to this Bill.  They are not
opposed 1o this Bil.

Mr, Tello: 1 say “yes”, they are.

The Chairman Lt serves no
useful purpose; and if we go on each
'{srmc will say something different and
; willi go on until five o’clock.
?{*;ccguc it repetition of something does
not make i true or truer if it is truc; it
does nor make i false or more false if
it 13 false.

Mr, Rai: Sir, this is an urgent
secial and  educational  probiem. It
affects the social and educational life of

country.  This pra:shi*m did not
yesterday.  Ef the hon. Mcember

was in his seat yesterday he would have
heard that in the year 1850, a Com-
ission sat in this matter and recom-
mended the abolition of this system.

4
11

¥
t

Over 100 years ago this dispute has
been going on. In 1925 the Chiel Jus-
s*icsk Sir Charles Major; in 1938 the
Royal a«"xmm;.ﬁmm and in subsequent
rs the Teachers” Association and so
on have been asking  for the removal
of dual conwwel. In 1956 the Potter
Committes recciived representation
from the B.G. Teachers” Association as
well as the Masters and  Mistresses of

¥
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the Sccondary Schools for the abolition
of dual control. I would like to cite
from Halsbury’s Laws of England. T ve-

qk
fer to Volume 8, page 176, Section 30,
dealing with the Education Act. 1%50.
I quote

“30. Saving as (o position of teach-
ers—Subject as herecinafter provided, no
person shall be disgualified by reason of
his religious opinions, or of his attending
or omitting to attend religious worship,
from being a teacher in a country school
or in any voluntary school. or from being
otherwise employed for the purposes of
such a schoof; and no teacher in amy
such school shall be reguired to give reli-
glous  instruction  or receive any  less
emoiument or be deprived of, or dis.
qgualified for, any promotion or other
advantage by reason of the fact that he
does or does not give religious instruction

or by reassen of his religious opinisns or
aof his attending or omitting to altend

religious worship:

Provided that, save in so far as they
;‘equirc that a teacher, shail not receive
: ! emolument or be deprived of,
m dlv}l*’*’lfk,d for. any promotion or other
advantage by reason of the fact that he
gives religious instruction or by reason of
his religious opinions or of his attending
religious worship, the provisions of this
section shall not apply with respect 1o &
teacher in an aided school or with respeet
to a reserved teacher in any controlled
school or special agreement school.”

In no school in the United King-
dom is a teacher deprived or disquali-
fied from holding an appointment by
virtue of his religious opinton.

In a Sessional Paper laid  before
the Legislative Council in 1956, when

Mr. Jakev ay, the Chief Secrutarv Was
responsible for  education, 1t is stated
at page 9:

“The Act makes provision for the
adeqguate and satisfactory giving of religi-
ous instruction by teachers {up to one
fifth of the staff in number) known as
“reserved” teachers who are selected or
approved by the denominations for “their
fitness and competence to give” religious
instruction,  but  apart  from  these
“reserved™ tcachers the rest of staff in
“yoluntary”, shat is  denominational
schools (and not excluding the Head-
eacher who may not while holding that
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position be a reserved teacher) are not to
be disqualified by reason of their religi-
ous opinions from appointment or promo-
tion.”
I have had meetings with denominational
bodies; people have written in the Press;
Members have had a chance to speak, and
they have spoken on the matter. The
hon. Member wants to defer it for twelve
months so that August will go by, but
it may be worse then.

Mr. Bowman: 1 think the request
made by the hon. Nominated Member,
Mr. Tello, for the substitution of “12
months” for “l month” is a reasonable
one. It would give the teachers and all
cencerned more time to consider this
matter. It is absolutely necessary for me
to recapitulate certain things because of
the importance of thc matter we are
discussing at the moment.

Why does the Government think it
fit to bring this Measure before this
Council today? We have been in this
Council for 3% years, and it did not
think of bringing this Bill here. Why
is it that it is inclined, at this stage,
to implement recommendations made
by Mr. Hammond, Sir Frank St-ckdale
and the others Members of the Govern-
ment have quoted yesterday and today?
The people they have quoted are
expatriates.

Sir Hugh Hallett, the Boundaries

Commissioner, has recently made cer-
tain recommendations and  certain
Members of the Government do not

want to accept them. Those people are

all importees, and it now suits the
Government to introduce these old-
fashioned recommendations that were

made 18 years ago. They are willing to
agree to the old recommendations, but
they are not prepared to accept the re-
commendations made by Sir Hugh Hal-
let just 2 months ago! They are merely
doing this because the Elections are in
August, and they want to stir up ani-
mosity among the people.

I said not very long ago that today
the people are thinking, and they will
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into consideration.
God help us if these people were to
come back in this Council after the
Elections! I can visualize what will
happen in this country if the present
Government is returned. I am warning
Government that it is better to postpone
this matter for 12 months, because it will
give the people more time to consider
the reasonableness or unreasonableness
of the recommandations contained in
the Bill. I will implore Government to
delay this Bill for at least 12 months. Tt
is a suggestion which has the qualities of
harmony and peace.

take these things

Mr. Rai: The hon. Member says
that these are old recommendations. 1
will draw his attention to the Sunday
Graphic of the 9th October, headed
“Dual Control Should Be Abolished”.

It states:

“The President of the Methodist Con-
ference in Britain is in favour of the
abolition of dual control of schools. The
Rev. Edward Rogers yesterday said that
sooner or later schools in every country
in the world must become the State’s re-
sponsibility.

But the Reverend gentleman warned
that the change-over must be undertaken
on a basically slow process.”

Is this an old recommendation?

Mr. Jackcson: The Minister says
that this is an urgent, social problem.
We have been told that people who are
of Muslim and Hindu faiths are not
getting appointments as headteachers of
schools in the denominations listed in
the Schedule to this Bill. There seems
to be some reason in the request to de-
fer this Bill for 12 months, because it
will give all concerned more time to
consider the matter. Can the Minister
say how many vacancies there are for
headteacherships in these 51 schools?
Will any of the headteachers of the
schools now listed in the Schedule be
going into retirement in a month or a
year from now? If there are no vacan-
cies. then T feel that the matter can be
deferred according to the proposed
Amendment.
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[vir. JAackson]

Stress had been placed on the fact
that in some schools children are asked
whether they belong to a  particular
faith. That does not seem to be a very
broad pattern, because several of us
fave had the experience of going to
schools which are not of the same faith
or denomination to which we belong. |
have attended a Catholic School, and 1
was not debarred from that school  be-
avse I owas not o Catholic. 1 have thres
children who are attending a Catholic
School, and 1 was not asked whether
they were Catholics. It may be that
some people have had o different  ex-
perience, 1 cannot  see  any  urgent,
social problem in this matter,

Mr. Rai: My hon. Friend does not
seem o grasp what the Bil contem-
plates. He is misrepresenting me by
saying that it is a social problem. 1 have
said that it i an  urgent, social and
educational problem. He is trving to
make out that this Bill secks to  find
jobs for nop-Christians. 1 have said
that Catholics discriminate against An-
glicans, Lutherans, Jordanites, Hindus,
Muslims and so on. It is not merely a
case of non-Christians being  excluded.
I have said this is an old problem, and
it calls for an urgent  solution. These
schools have been built from Govern-
ment funds,

We want to  be an independent
mation. That makes it all the more ur-
gent and incumbent on the Government
of today, as pointed out by the Minister
of Eduocation in 1953 in his pamphlet,
to abolish dual control. In 1953 the
Minister of Education  said that  “the
children in the schools are only being
taught to sing “Rule Britannia”.

The Chairman: Is that relevant to
this Bilt?

- Mr. Bair 1 am replying to the hon.
Member. I am pointing out why it is
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urgent to integrate the peoples in  this
country, and to cast an  educational
system to suit an independent territory.

Mr. Jacksen:  The Minister has
not replied to one very important point
which I have raised. Whether or not the
discrimination is against non-Christians,
Lutherans and Jordanites, 1 want to
know how many vacancies there
are in these schools? If there are
no vacancies to be filled now, then
there is no urgency for teachers finding
employment within the hierarchy of these
schools. My other point is: whether
this is a social and educational problem.
What seems to be the problem is the
fact that people cannot find places in
these schools to accommodate their child-
ren. The schools Government are taking
away from the Churches will not give
them more space.

Mr. Bornham: [ have listencd with
mnterest w the remarks made by my hon.
and learned junior.

Mr. Benn: Not here!

Mr. Ral May I ask to whom the
hon. Member is referring?

Mr. Barpham:  The Minister of
Community Development and Educa-
tion. He has said that this is an urgént,
educational and social problem. But
it seems to me that in the proposed
Amendment he is putting the cart be-
fore the horse. The wurgency in this

atter is to have more schools, to  in-
tograte our educational system, and not
merely to be gallery playing and politik-
ing by holding on to 51 schools. I sec
a hyena. The singing of Rule Britannia
m the primary schools should, T think,
be adolished. We are not here to  sing
Rule Britannia.

The Chairman: We are not going
back to that, are we?
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Mr. Burnham: But even the Minis-
ter himself must be appreciative of the
fact that the syllabuses of the schools
are under the control of the Govern-
ment, and he is just pulling a red herr-
ing across the trail when he talks about
the syllabuses, and what is sung and
what is not sung.

So far as discrimination against
children is concerned, Section 30 of the
Education Ordinance, Chapter 91, pro-
vides that there shall bc no discrimina-

tion against children on the basis of
their religion. If that Section remains
law—and [ think it does—then the

fault has certainly been on the part of
those who administer the Ordinance if
they permit or connive at any discrimi-
nation.

It seems to me that in the final
analysis all this talk about urgency is
cye-wash. If it is that urgent why does
Government wait until eight months be-
fore the election? 1 wish sincerely to
congratulate Government upon this bit
of political manoeuvring. They have
timed it well so as to consolidate cer-
tain support, and in the hope of winning
other support.

Mr. Davis: 1 suggested earlier that
the Minister might consider referring
this Bill to a Select Committee. [ have
not yet had any indication of what he
thinks about it. I have always admired
him for his thoroughness and his indus-
try, but I am afraid that in this instance
his diligence has been lacking. A while
ago he quoted what the Rev. Mr. Rogers
had said, but if he had been just a little
more diligent he would have discovered
what that Rev. Gentleman was reported
to have said in the “Trinidad Guardian”
of the 11th of November. I quote:

“The Rev. Dr.Rogers, President of
the Methodist Church, favours a modified

form of state control of schools depend-
ing on local circumstances.

Dr. Rogers said the idea was a very
liberal and free state control, but every-
thing depended on local circumstances.
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He considered it good in England, but
very bad in South Africa, and it all de-
pended on how far you could trust the
State.”

T suggest that if the Mix’ster had been a
little more diligent he might not have
found it necessary to quote as he did just
now.

Mr. Rai: According to my friend,
Mr. Rogers said it depended on the
local circumstances when referring to
Trinidad. When he was here he referred
to local circumstances here.

Mr. Davis: The “Tnnidad Guard-
ian” quizzed him about the statement
he had made about the schools in Brit-
ish Guiana, and that was his reply.

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: | think there
is great urgency for this measure to be
adopted as early as possible, so that this
iniquitous system can go out of exis-
tence. Weak-kneed people have governed
this country in the past to the detriment
of its people. Certain Members are
seeking to delay the implementation of
this measure for 12 months. Let wus
face the facts. This matter has been
beiling in this country for over 100
years. Let us make a practical approach
to the subject and go forward. We
must not remain static as we have been

in the matter of the dual control of
schools for over 100 years. Every
Government that has been in power

has had some representation made to
it that dual control should be abolished,
but somehow the great influence of the
Church has been at work. After all we
must bear in mind that the Church of
Englandt exercises tremendous power
in whatever happens in this country, so
much so that during our troubles in 1953
it took an active part in the suppression
of the people of this country. That being
so, let us have faith in any Government
that is running this country. If the United
Force is going to run it 10 or 100 years
from now, or never runs it
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The Chairman: I think you are
getting off the rail. Please keep to  the
Amendment. The sole point is that the
Ordinance  should be  delayed for 12
months. The point made by the Govern-
ment is that there is great urgency about
this legisaltion: the other side says there
IS NO urgency.

Mr, Jai Narine Singh: Over 18
years ago the Comptroller for Develop-
ment and Welfare in the  West Indies,
comunenting on the report sy Mr, Ham-
mond, remarked in 1942 that if  the
system of dual control of schools  con-
tinued it would split this community in
a  generation.  Eighteen  years  have
clapsed and wc have scen the great
difficultiecs  which this  country  has
undergone and is undergoing at the
moment, and the great division that is
taking place, and that is why I feel that
there is great urgeney for us to get on
with this measure.

Mr Jackson: May [ ask what Mr,
Hammond did say, because 1 heard to
the contrary  yesterday - that i
Government  gave  meoncy  to  other
denominations  and allowed them to
have their own schools it would split

the country in a generation. May |
nave some clarification?
Mr. Henn: scems  that s &
Mr. BEenn It scems that some

Members want to delay this matter as
much as possible, and onz Member did
ask why the Government had to wait
until cight months before the elections
(o do this. The present  Government
has tackled this matter since it assumed
office. When I was Minister of Educat-
iion onc of my first acts was to sct up a
sub-committec . of  the  Education
Committee to look into  the matter,
and it was on the report of that sub-
committec that the Minister has acted.
There may be hyenas on this side but
not priest-ridden fools who will be
afraid of taking steps to  improve 2
defective system in this country.

Janvary,
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Mr. Campbell: | am supperting
the Amendment. Why is there such hurry
on the part of the Government?  This
Government 1s always in a hurry to push
things down the throats of Guianesc.
Guianese are afraid of this Government
which has the power to pass anything.
We are justified in entertaining fears, be-
causc in this very Chamber  we have
been told by a mouthpicce of the
Government that it is casier to stop to-
merrow than it is to stop communism.
The hon. Nominated Mcmber, Mr. Gaj-
raj, has declared that he is not a  com-
munist. T wish that Members  of  the
Government will follow his example by
making a similar declaration.

The Chairman:
Amendment.

Pleasc stick to the

Mr. Campbeil: 1 am supporting the
Amendment  for the  substifution of
“gwelve months” for “,onc month™, in
the hope that Government may  have
sccond thoughts.

Mir. Bowman: If there is any  ur-
geney in this matter it is to be found in
the argument adduced by the Govern-
ment, but as far as 1 can see the real
reason has not been given. The reason is
that they are determined to get control
of all schools. This is only the beginning.
They want to control the schools  and
to contrel thought. They hope to  re-
mold the minds of the children  and
cven the minds of the adults of the
country. Let Government  accept  the
challenge and defer the operation  of
this legislation for 12 months, and thev
will see what will happen to them. They
know they will not come back. »

The Minister of Trade and Indusiry

(Dr. Jagan): If the hon. Mem-
ber is so confident about that,  let him

wait for 12 months and change every-
thing that is being donc here.

Mr. Tello: I move this  Amend-
ment because, as T osaid, there is great
necd for Ffurther consideration of this

#

s
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matter on all sides. We claim that Mr. Jai Narine Singh [ want him
there is no urgency, no real urgency, to be satisfied.

but Government insists that there is
urgency. Although the Minister rose a
fifth time to his feet he has not told us
cxactly what is the urgency. If the ur-
gency is so blatantly clear, can he not
tell us what it is? We are saying that in
its haste to pass this legislation Govern-
ment may be doing harm. We have not
heard from the Government what is the
urgency, and if there is no real urgency
other than political reasons, let us have
some time to consider it or let the Minis-
ter tell us what the urgency is.

Mr. Jai Narine Singh:  Mr. Chair-
man, just for the purpose of explaining
the correct version for the hon. Member
for Georgetown North with respect to
the inquiry, I shall re-quote from the
Sessional Paper presented to the Legis-
lative Council in 1941-42, page 26.

The Chairman: Give him the book!

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: “Memoran-
dum on Education in British Guiana”:

“There are good reasons for advocat-
ing a government school system in British
Guiana. The 1931 census shows 42%
of the population as East Indian and 38%
as non-Christian. So long as the Churches
are the chief providers of school build-
ings, thene ig justification for paying grants
for holding school in them and for retain-
ing to the churches a considerable mea-
sure of control in the appointment of
teachers. But to pay from public funds for
the reconditioning, extension and rebuild-
ing of inadequate and sometimes ruinous
school buildings, and still to retain the
control of particular Churches, would be
to make an unjustifiable discrimination
against a large section of the population
which does not belong to these Churches
and to sow the seeds of an unending
controversy. On the other hand to make
grants to all religious bodies indiscrimin-
ately may well split the country in a
generation; and the schools instead of
healing a breach will have made one, for
at present East Indian parents send their
children to the common schools and cases
of withdrawal under the “conscience
clause” are rare.”

The Chairman: [ think I have to

hold you up there. You are saying what
the inquiry revealed.

The Chajrman:
book!

Well, hand him the

Mr. Kendall: Mr. Chairman, I am
supporting the substitution of the word
“twelve” for the word “one”. I must say
that the last speaker has been very, very
illuminating. He, as th: mouthpiece of
the Government sitting on this side of
the Table, has been able to tell us ex-
actly how Government feels with respect
to this urgency; and his quoting 42% of
non-Christians as one of the reasons why
this social and educational problem ex-
ists and should be rtemedied is very
illuminating not only to Members in this
Chamber but to the whole ocountry. 1
must say:

The Chairman: Just one moment!
1 do not know whether he has quoted it
for that purpose. It may well be. In fair-
ness to him he said he was answering the
question asked by the hon. Member for
Georgetown North as to the real state-
ment in the Hammond Report, and that
is the reason why I stopped him from
reading further. You will recollect I told
him, if he is only giving an explanation,
to hand him (the Member for George-
town North) the book and let us get on.

Mr. Kendall: 1 appreciate that very
much, Mr. Chairman, and I also appre-
ciate that it differs very much from what
he said yesterday. What he is saying to-
day confirms my belief in what I have
expressed. I want to say that it is very
good that this Bill has come before the
Council at this time, because those per-
sons who control the destiny of the
nation; who mould the characters of our
citizens through education, and who
were responsible for bringing to the
notice of the Government the apparent
discrimination between teachers and re-
ligious bodies will realize, now, that
their hopes, aims and aspirations for
improving the conditions of teachers
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{Mr. KEnNDALL] Georgetown  Central made a  simiar
N . . . e 1 04 reye 1t e Qe J Hric.

have back-fired, Instead of getting bene-  MOve m 1953, was it a case of Chris
tians  against  non-Christians?  He 18

fits for themselves, it has reached a stage
where 1t has beeome  a fight  between
Christians and non-Christians.

After all, this Bill has to deal with
the ceuntry as a whole and whether the
percentage of Christians is below 50 per
cent, whatever the percentage, the Chris-
tians occupy important  places in this
country and they have contributed a ot

much that a good many people in
this Chamber, who have been able to ex-
press the Queen’s English with  dignity
at some period of their delibera-
tions, owe it solelv to denomina-
tional school and not o anv  Govern-
ment school. In spite of all the disadvan-
tages they may have suffercd, as an act
of gratitude they <hould remember that:
cod 1 think  that dtis  well that  this
£ wvernment should consider an extension

that  Order from one month to 12
manths. Tt may by a moans of  making
the whole Government realiz. that,  in
ita indecent haste to change something
which it feels is unfair to the gocial, cco-
nomic and educationst advincement  of
this countrv and which ha<. up 1o now,
shown that it has always kept the hiteracy

of this country very high, it will not
he improving ¢ ondition:
My, Benn:  The hteracy of  this

country has kept high as a result of
farge sums of moncy distributed by the
Government over the vears with which
th  religious bodies maintained  their
churches and parsonages. This Govern-
ment has done this. and T object to the
fecrm the hon, Mcember uased of “inde-
cent haste”. Indecent haste after 100
years?

My, Rai: Sir. I am constrained to
rise to rebut what the hon, Mcember for
New Amsterdam has said. This is not
a case between Christians and non-
Christians.  He would like it to appear
so; but when th: hon. Member for

next to yow.  The hon, Member for
New Amsterdam said he s @ member of
the Congregational Body.  Therefore,
his children cannot get jobs in catholic
scheols as  teachers. iir. fsendalls
~My children attend a catholic schoel”}
I had it from the Bishop of Georgetown
himsclf that no member of any other
denomination can be headteacher, de-
puty hecadteacher or assistant  teacher
and he will only give him a junior ap-
pointment 1o one of his schools if he
annot  get a o catholic. The  same
statement was made by the Archbishop
and other Denomipational Heads,

Wir. Kendall: do mnot  know
whether this Bill is solely 1o give certain
people  headmastership. The  change
of this whole educational system iz 1o
give a few people headmastership? s
that what the Minister means?

Mr. Bowman s | hcard a state-
ment that the taxpayers’ money is being
spent for the payment of teachers. i
want to ask: Who are the taxpayers of
this country? Has the Government
ascertained who pay the most taxes in
this county? I am quite sure if it is 1o
be taken on the basis of who pay most
of the taxes. it will be found that the
Christians do; and cven the Ministers
arc being paid by Christian taxpayers.

Mr. Campbell: The Minister of
Natural Resources said that the teacher
was the most important person in the
school. 1 had been taught that the
child was most important.  Where s
the teacher, if there is no child to teach?

The Chairman: The questinn s
that the words “one month™ in the third
line of sub-section 32A(1) be renlaced
by the words “twelve monthe”,

Question  put, the  Committce
divided and voted as follows:
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For Against
Mr. Bowman Mr. Hubbard
Mr. Beharry Mr. Gajraj
Mr. Davis AMr. Jai Narine Singh
Mr. Tello Mr. Ajodha Singh
Mr. Jackson Mr, affee
Mr. Campbell Mr. Rai
Mr. Burnham Mr. Ram Karran
Mr. Kendall, —S. Mrs, Jagan
Mr. enn
Or. Jagan
The Financial Secre-
tary

The Attorney-General
The Chief Secretary.

—13.
Amendment negatived.

The Chairman: If there are no
other Amendments, then 1 shall put the
subsection.

Question put, and agreed to.
Subsection 32A and 32B  werc
passed as printed.

Subsection 32C. —Rights of access
to school.

Mr. Burnham: Mr. Chairman, I
noted during the Second Rcading debate,
with respect to 32C, that the obvious in-
tention of that Clause is to give the right
of access to the school and school build-
ings to persons lawfully entitled to be
there for any lawful purpose. | commen-
ted on what I considered a disgraceful
showing recently at the Comenius Morav-
ian School where some manager had the
temerity to lock out the schoolmaster:
and it would appear to me that if such
incidents are to be avoided that Subsec-
tion 32C as enacted by Clause 3 should
he of wider application and should not be
confined to the 51 schools dealt with in
the Schedule.

This, Mr. Chairman, is the only
part of the Bill which finds my support,
and even here | have to be critical of
it because, with its usual inability to
devise proper remedies, this Government
is attempting to tackle only one part of
the problem.

Tanvary,
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Mr. Tello: I am very grateful to
hear the remarks of a learned gentle-
man, but I want to make an Amend-
ment. [ beg to move the insertion of
the words “as defined by a plan regis-
tered in the Lands and Mines Depart-
ment” after the word “land” in the third
line of the new section 32C. My rea-
son for moving this Amendment is this:
any enclosed land may be regarded as
private land, and many of these Church
Schools are adjacent to other buildings
on the same plot of land. If these schools
are going to be turned over solely for the
purpose of education, as is customary in
a tenantry, the people have a legal right
to go to and from the buildings. In
some cases special entrances are pro-
vided.

So far as these schools are con-
cerned, most of them are adjacent to
Churches, Presbyteries, Convents and
cemeteries all built up on one plot of
land under the control of the religious
bodies.  If there is to be a change of
authority the land should be clearly de-
fined, so that the people will know what
arc their legal rights. It is not fair that,
because some one has a right to visit a
school, he should also have the right to
run across the parsomage or churchland,
or to interfere with a funeral while a
religious ceremony is in progress. |
hope the Government will give con-
sideration to these points. T am not
trained to offer a proper, legal phrase-
ology, but, if the Government accepts
the Amendment, T am certain that the
Attorney-General will put things right
as regards the legal phraseology.

Mr. Benn: Is the hon. Member
speaking about the Land Acquisition
Rili? I did not hear what he said.

Mr. Tello:
to hear what I
that

No, do you really want
have said? | said

The Chairman: You want it de-
fined by a plan and registered in the
Lands and Mines Department. I take
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it that you are referring to the fact that
there arc other buildings on other Tand
arcund the schools?

Wir, Tello: Yes, Sir.

Mr. Rai: I am grateful o my
hon. and learned Friend, the Mcember
for Georgetown Central, for indicating
his support to this Clause by asking
that it be applied to other schools not
listed i the Schedule.  He wants it
to be applied fo school buildings which
are the property of the denominations,
but I do not think we should cxfend it
to those buildings which are not the
property of the Government,

With regard 10 the Amcendment
moved by Mr. Tello, I think this is
merely another way of delaying  the
Measure for another 12 months. if

the Government is required to  draw
plans for the land on  which these

schools are situated and have them te-
aistered in the Lands and Mines Do
partment, that wowld take another 12
months with the tand survevors striking
and 50 on.

I have sympathy for the hon
Member’s view, I propose to hold
other talks with the heads of the govern-
mg bodies of the denominational schools
who are affected by this take-over, if
they will respond to my invitation, and
to discuss with them the question of
feases.  When this Bill i ssed the
persons mentioned will merely have o
statutory licence.  The terms on which
the fand is to be leased to the Govern-
ment will be set out in the lease. It is
cssential that the people shonld have
richt of way 1o the school buildings.

it has been represented to me that
some of these school buwildings are in
ctose proximity to the churches, and 1
would mnot like 1o sce these buildings
used for any purpose which is repugnant
to the Churches.  The Methodist are
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very sirong on this matter.  They are
against the drinking of aleohot and danc-
ing on their premiges. 1 am  prepared
to put in any lease with the Methodiat
Body that there should be no dancing
and drinking of alcohol in the schools,
Government does not hold dances or
bingo in these schools, but some schools
are bemg used for bingo every Friday
night.  Only two days ago I received a
telegram from the headieacher of  Skel-
don that the teachers were on a sit-down
strike.  Some people had rented ihe
school to hold a dance, and the Manager
did not ensure that the place was cleaned.
I am prepared to give an assurance that
there will be no misase  of the land or
the buildings owned by Government.

Mr. Bowman: My mnformation is
that the fand on which these schools are
situated are being rented by the  deno-
minations to Government al a pepper-
corn price of §5 per annum. It was also
agreed that the  denominations  would
remain in comtrol of the schoofs buidt on
the fands. but Government is now ob-
iecting to the agreement. It has gone

tack on the sacred obligations  and
agreement  reached  between  itself and
the denominations, thercfore the denom-

have the right to
ment. Government

epared to pay the price the
for the tand on which the
built.

tions

ag

abrogate
must  be
charge

=7
schools  are

[N

Mir. Feltor 1 have listened with in-
terest to the hon, Minister, and 1 do nod
doubt that his assurances arc sincere.
Your Honour knows {rom experience in
another place that when the law is being
interpreted the authorities do not refer
to Hansard, They are guided by what
is written in the Statute Book., Tt e
proper that the legislation should state
exactly what are the  obligations  on
both sides as well as the true object of
ation, I have no doubt  that
the hon. Minister  will have a  proper
Jease prepared. If the  denominations
do not sce his point of view after this

£ 3




8417 Education
Bill is passed, he may not be prepared
to have patience with them and the
second stage may be worse than the
first. In order to avoid that, let us take
the proper course today. I am certain
that in his legal practice the Minister
himself would have said that we should
have kept to the letter of the law. I
would like the Minister to make this
bit of legislation much easier for his
fellow-practitioners.

I have been a tenant, and I know
that there has been a lot of confusion
from time to time on what is my right
of access and egress. I am certain that
the hon. Attorney-General can put my
Amendment into proper legal language,
and the Government can move the neces-
sary machinery fast enough to avoid a de-
lay of twelve months. Everybody would
be satisfied because it would be quite
ciear what the legal position is. I am not
doubting the Minister’s sincerity, but 1
hope that he would give further consider-
ation to my Amendment.

Mr. Burnham: In view of the ex-
planation given to the hon. Member, a
large part of Section 32C becomes otiose.
If the school is under the control and
management of the Government, there is
no necessity to give a person the right to
cnter into any school that is deemed to be
a Government School. This is absolutely
unnecessary. I cannot envisage the
Director of Education refusing anyone
the right of entry into a school for a
lawful purpose.

Obviously when 32C was framed,
it was framed in the context of aided
schools, and it is not applicable to
Government Schools. From the part
which speaks about aided schools is
otiose, unnecessary and untidy. I am not
going to beg the Minister to extend this
Clause. 1 have heard some comments
made on the question of the land other
than the land on which the schools stand,
and it would appear to me that a better
way to mect that criticism of the framing
of this particular Clause would be to
amend it as follow

12TH JANUARY,
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“In the third line after the word
“Schools”, insert the words “and to have
reasonable ingress thereto and egress
therefrom over any land on which such
school is situated.”

I think that would meet the critic-
ism or difficulty which I have heard
voiced from this side of the Council, be-
cause it seems to me a real fear that per-
sons having a lawful purpose with re-
spect to the schools may attempt to
exercise rights with respect to land which
is not connected with the school.

Mr. Rai: Apparently, my friend
at one stage wants to give me enlarged
powers and at another stage he wants to
cut down my powers. I am sure it will
not only be a question of ingress and
egress. If children go to school they will
want to play on the school land. That is
why in my negotiations for leases I will
have to negotiate for such pieces of land
to enable children to have recreational
grounds, but for the moment the children
must have the right to use the land for re-
creational purposes. It is not merely a
question of ingress and egress.

Mr. Burnham: It is fortunate that
1 know the Minister used to practise law
before he became a Minister. There is no
question of curtailing his powers. First of
all, it is significant to note that he speaks
of “my powers”. The great dictator! Yet
he relies on the Attorney-General. The
point is thatI am prepared to give
greater powers, not to the Minister, but
greater rights to persons who have to go
into schools in the exercise of any lawtul
purpose. But I am not prepared to give
greater rights with respect to  property
that is not directly connected with the
use of a school. T do wish that the Minis-
ter will understand that, and then, as-
suming that the Minister will be one of
the persons who will be entering the
schools for lawful purposes, the fact that
I am prepared to give him, an individual,
greater power with respect to the
schools, I am not prepared to give him
greater power with respect to the land.
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it is interesting to hear  what the
Minister bas said. I would have thought
that the purpose of Section 32, so far
as fand was concerned, only went so far
as ingress and cgress. Now  we  hear
about children playing. Do I understand
from the Minster that he fears that the
Churches will be  that  vindictive and
cynical as to refuse the right to children
to play on lands where they have played
before? T see the hon. Member for Ber-
bice River shaking his head. t am ask-
ing the Minister the question. M that ig
s0, 118 a serious charge,

¥

Mr, Rai: 1t 1s my duty to take all
precautionary  measures  as a prudent
Minister would.

Mr. Burnhame i the Minister con-
stders it necessary to take these precau-

tonary measurcs  he  has  in fact
credited  himself mii'z a4 hugier  sran-
dard ot integrity  und  honour  than

the Church mnommauum, because e

gave an undertaking to the hon, Nomina-
ted Member, My, Tello, that he  would
take no more land than was  absolutely
necessary. I he can give undertakings 1
fake 1t that, ag a member of an honour-
able pmfcs%ion he proposes to honour
his undertakings  so far as his party
lovalties permit, and that he intends to
presume on the part of the Church the
word “honour™ in undertaking to allow
the children to play. He is asking us o
accept his word, but is assuming
part of the Churches a desire to chase
thL children off the land on which they
have played for years.,

Mr, Rendalls 1 think the Mnister
1s beginning to yealize now  that in his
atiempt to confiscate these 51 schools
11 is not only the xdmnk thar  are  re-
quired but 1}3 wing fiedds for the  child-
ren, and he knows that in the majority
of cases the church and the  schonl are
on one compound. If he is going to con-
vert the schools into Govermnent schools
withowt any provision for playing fields,
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Government will  either  have wo forget
about taking over these schools because
there are not sufficient playing fields in
the arca, or confiscate both church  and
schoot.

Mr, Rai: [ cannot confiscate what
already belongs to the Government.

Mr, Rendail: It does not belong o
the Government, for the sunph reason
that there is an agreement that the  re-
ligious body will have the right of con-
trol over any new schools built on de-
nominational fand. That was the agree-
ment, and 1t is being changed now by the
Govermment in accepung Uil Plase Ul
the agreement o take over the schoods
as Government schools because  they
were bult with Government funds.  But
T understand that was not the case.

Mr, Rai: If the hon. Member would
like to sce the agreement 1 can place 1t
at his disposal, and T would like him to
read it to the (ouncﬁ Where s the au-
thority for what he is saying or imput-
ing in the agreement?  Apart from that
the agreement s now the subject matter
of litigation, and T would not  like to
comment on it cven in this  superior
Court.

Mr, Jacksons Now that we have had
this  viewpoint of sufficient  land for
children to play, 1 wonder whether the
Minister would tell us whether his -
tention is to offer to the Church bodies
adequate compensation by way of pay-
ment for the lcases of the lands which
Government will be occupying not only
where the school buildings arc but the
plavgrounds? 1 ask this question because
m the so-called agreement between the
Churches and the Government it was re-
corded that there would be a lease of 85
QT [ wonder if, i view of the
fact that the agreement is heing broken
i oone respect with regard to wntm!
ihe Munister would expect a lcase of
per year, or is prepared to  enter mw
a normal fease such as the Churches may
desire?
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Mr. Rai: A lease is only a legal
agreement  which cannot be arrived at

until both parties have agreed. I have
every reason to believe that the denom-
inational bodies will wish to lease the
land at a peppercorn rental of $5 per
annum.

Mr. Bowman: | cannot recall any
instance where this Government has ac-
ceded to reason. If the demoninations
decided to reimburse Government for the
schools it has built, so as to retain con-
trol of those schools, what would be the
attitude of the Government?

Mr. Rai: So far as | am aware the
denominational bodies, apart from the
Lutherans, cannot afford to purchase
any schools. [ have given an option to
the Anglican Body to build two schools
at La Bonne Intention and Enterprise,
but they cannot take up the option. 1
have also given an option to the Cana-
dian Mission Body to build a school at
Albion and Vryheid’s Lust, and to the
Methodist Body to build a school at
Johanna Cecliia. What is this talk about
acquiring the schools? If the Churches
are allowed to buy Government build-
ings, then Government should be
allowed to buy Church buildings. It is a
dangerous principle.

Mr. Bowman: When the offer was

made that the Minister has spoken
about, the question of taking complete
control of the  schools from the

Churches did not arise. The question I
have asked is if the Churches did not
desire to lose control of the schools and
wish to repay to Government the money
it has spent on rehabilitation of some
of the schools, would the Government
be inclin d to accept repayment?

The Chairman: May | remind
Members that there is an  Amendment
moved by Mr. Tello. I do not know
\ hetlier he has withdrawn it. His
Amendment 1 for the insertion in the
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third line of the new Section 32C of the
words “as defined by a plan registered
in the Lands and Mines Department”.

Mr. Tello: That is exactly what I
am trying to get at, because unless there
is some spot known upon which the
right is going to exist, there is going to
be some difficulty, and the Minister has
raised a very interesting question. He
said he anticipated that the Churches
will not object to a lease of $5, but I
wonder what would be the Government's
attitude if the Churches should demand
what would be an economical rental.

Mr. Rai:
this stage.

[ cannot answer that at

Mr. Jackson: That is why I am
trying to get the point out. The Minister
is very certain that the Church Bodies
would not ask for more than $5 a year
for their land. He is very hopeful.

Mr. Rai: [ have every
believe that they would
year for the lease.

reason to
accept $5 a

Mr. Jackson: If they do not act in
accordance with his wishes or belief then
what are we going to find? Are we going
to find a withdrawal of any concessicn?

The Chairman: 1 think [ will put
the Amendment. The Amendment is that
after the word “land” in line 3 of 32C,
the following words, “as defined by a
plan registered in the Lands and Mines
Department”, be inserted. So that the
subsection would read:

“On and after the appointed date,
any person shall have the right to enter
into any aided school that is deemed to
be a government school or upon any land,
as defined by a plan registered in the
Lands and Mines Department. on which
it is situate, for any lawful purpose in
connection with the activities of the
school.”

Question put, the Committee divided
and voted as follows:
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For Against
Mr, Bowman Mr. Hm)mrd
Mr. Beharry My, Gafra)
Mr. Telle M. Jai Narine Singh

My Campbell. 40 Mr. Ajodha Singh
Mr, Saffee
Mr. Rai
My, Ram Karran
vy, Yapan
Benn
D, Jagan
The Financial
tary
The Attorney-General

Secres

The Chief Secretary.
w13

Did not voie

My, Jackson
Mr. Burpham .
Mr, Kendall 3

Amendment negatived.,
Clause 3 passed as printed.
SCHEDULE
Mr. Rui: 1 would like 1o nlove an
Amendnient  to the  Schedule.  After

Arthurville School, St James”  Angli-
can School, Waramurl” should be added.

Mr, Burnham: May I inguire irom
the Minister to which denomination, at

the moment, does the Arthurville School

“belong?

By, Baiz 1t s managed by the

Church of Scotland.

The Amendment 1s
Waramnuri, be

'Yhe Chuagrman:
il St dames” Anglican,
ddduﬁ 10 e scheguie.

Question put, and agreed to.

Schedule passed as amended.

Council resumed,

{ Amendment)
<;mmd,~: n,,d e Committee
hotwo Amendments, and

that the Bl be read the Third

P -
=
I
=
o
-
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Question put, and agreed to.

Bill read the Third time and passed.

LOCAL AUTHORITIES BILL
Vir. Spwker- i‘hp Minister of Com-
Development and Education (Mr.
: move the Second Reading of
the followmg Bill:

15 “an Ordinance to
provide for the Constitution, Election
Procedure and  Financial Provisions of
Local Authorities and for purposes con-
nected therewith”

A Bl mutuled
r

The Minister of Conmmunity Devel-
npmcn! and  Tducation (Mr.o Raiy: M
Speaker, T wish to move the  Sccond
Rcadm” oi the Bitt mtituled

“An Ordinance to provide for the
Constitution, Election Progedure and Fin-
ancial Provisions of Local Authoriies and

for purpeses connecied therewith.”

This Bill was tabled dunng the last
Sesston of the Legistative Council and it
was fully debated on the 28th October
and Srd November, and  referred to oa
Seleet Committes, © would ask that this
Bill be referred to a Seleet Commutiee of
the same persons, if your Honour so
pleases, who were  appomnted on the
fast occasion,

T hﬂ ”simhtar of Natoral Resources
jenny 1 hw to second the Motion.

Ouesnon put, and agr

&

ced to.
Bil read a Second time.
Speaker: T owant o direct the

attention r;{ hon. Members to Standing
Crrder 4508y which s thus

m
[

i
.
W
it

A Seleot €
s osttings  adthou
adjoinned  or pro
stand afz’xmiw i
(%

may coniimue
Counctl

sontation 1o
Cuntid

d shall not

¢

5,
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I, therefore, formally declare that this
Bill is still before the Select Committee
in terms of the Standing Order of this
Council, and the Select Committee will
continue its deliberations.

AMERINDIAN (AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr. Speaker: The Chief Secretary
is to move the Second Reading of the
following Bill: A Bill intituled

“An Ordinance to amend the Amer-
indian Ordinance”.

The Chief Secretary (Mr. Hedges):
Sir, in moving the Second Reading of the
Bill intituled

“Ordinance to amend the Amerin-
dian Ordinnce ™

T would wish to draw the attention of hon.
Members to the fact that the Bill now
before them differs in one respect from
that which was presented at the last
Session. This difference is the omission
of the Clause which sought to repeal
rart VILL of Chapter 58 which restricts
the acquisition or possession of intoxicat-
ing liquor by Amerindians.

Hon. Members will recall that
when this Bill was debated, because
there was an objection to the repeal of
Part VIII of Chapter 58, the Bill was
referred to a Select Committee of this
Council. The Committee met on two
occasions and heard evidence from in-
terested parties and, after discussion,
agreed to recommend that the repeal of
Part VIII of the Amerindian Ordinance
be not proceeded with.

Before the Committee’s Report
could be presented, the Session was pro-
rogued, but the Government, after fur-
ther consideration of the matter, decided

to accept the view held by the Select
Committee of this honourable Council
and, as a result, the Clause has not

been included in the Amending Bill now
before hon. Members.
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Mr. Speaker: Before you go any
further: What has happened to the Com-

mittee’'s Report? It is not laid vet.

The Chief Secretary: The matter
was referred to a Select Committee and
my impression is that the Committee
closed with the last Session. I understand
that the Committee did not report to the
Council before Council was prorogued.

Mr. Speaker: Then you are now
moving the Second Reading of the Bill?

The Chief Secretary: Yes, I beg to
move the Second Reading of the Bill.

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill read a Second time.

Council resolved itself into Commit-
tee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE
Clause 1.—Short Title.

The Chief Secretary: 1 beg to move
the substitution of the figures “1960”
for “1961”.

Question put, and agreed to.

Clause 1, as amended, ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

Clause 2.—Repeal and re-enactment
of section 13 of Chapter 58.

Mr. Burnham: [ am sorry the hon.
Attorney-General is not in the Chamber
at the moment. On reading subclause 3
of the new Clause 13, one gets the im-
pression that the persons who are enti-
tled to institute proceedings under sub-
clause (1) and (2) can only go on appeal
as far as the Full Court; but there are
instances of cases before magistrates
which can eventually go to the Federal
Court and, if necessary, to the Privy
Council. I do not know whether the hon.
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Chief Sceretary has in mind that appeals
should not go i},xx“t’ncr than  the Full
, izht of appeal by such
G person to z‘mgn uzz”f wribunals should be
ntained.  The Summuary Jurisdiction
ppeads) Ordinance saye,  “Any party
tisfied  with  the  decision of the
sistrate There  must be some
i the minds of the Law
1 looking at the Bill for the first time,

iix'ii" [

In the case of Adams v. Graves-
ande the Full Coust gave a ruling as to
who is an agerieved or dissatsfied per-
son under Chapter 17, 1 have not given
the muatter much thought. I think 1t 1s
rizht for me to mention it, and the hon.
Aporney-General can tell us why suab-
clausce ‘?} was drafted in this form. Per-
haps o remove any  doubt  sub-clause
{33 mav be ame nded 10 read:

the district com-
Cshalt have all the
rights of appeusl ded under the law
as if he were an o aplainant under the
Summary Jorisdiciion Offences Gedinance
Cap. 147

“The Commisst
qussioner or an

I helieve that would answer the question,
and there would be no doubt wh lusm“ e

I bhelieve a defendant would hav thc
right to appeal, because he is the pcrmn
diss v - a formal complain-
ant under this Ordinance may not coms

under €

The Aftorney-General:  This  sub-
section £3) of the new Scction {3 18 1n
fact atmost identical with subsection (2)
of the old Scction 13 which, of course.
was drafted many years ago. It is quite
correct, as my hon, and lcarned Friend
says, that since then the Federal Supreme
Court. which has taken the plice of the

West ndian Court of Appe .11 has been
given Jurisdiction which include, in cer-

fain cases under cértain circumstances,
appeals from Magistrates” Courts, there-
fare, it is possible that it would be ad-
visable to extend the reference to ap-
peals in these cases.

Jamoa
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I would tike to look into the matter.
because it looks fike a good point to me.
Wt s G point, then we have to

consider the  correct  drafung  of the
Amendment to give it full effect. It is

not something that can be done on the
sour of the  moment. it 1s not worth
shing, 1 owould ask that we leave the
Bl in Commitice; report progress, and
fcave to sit again. We should be
bl to come back in a week’s time with
a proper Amendment,

My, Compbell: © am not a lawyer,
z“:m;‘ i do not see anything  wrong with
the Bitl However, | am satistied that
the hono Attorney- General will think
and  make the necessary Amend-
I am glad that Part V 11 does not
~in this Bill,

OVEY
ment.

Council resumed.

The Chief Secretary: | beg to report
progress, and to ask for feave to sit
again,

Ouestion put,

feave granted to sit again.

and agreed to.

NEW  AMSTERDAM  ELECTRIC
LIGHTING ORDER (EXTENSION)

BELL.

The Minister of Communications
and Works (Mr. Ram Karran): 1 beg to
move the Sccond  Reading of the Bill
intituled:

“An Ordinance to to extend further
iratton of the New Amsierdam Flee
Lighting  Order, 1960, and  io

Amend the said Ouvdes”

the du

The  supply of electricity to New
Amsterdam is controfled by the New
‘mv terdam  Electric Lighting  Order,

900, which has  been  extended from
time to time. In 1957 this Council
;mrccd to its extension year by year be-

ause of the fact that Government  at
}mt time  proposed, and stll proposes,
that the Electricity  Corporation which
was sct up recently, should  cventually
take control of this plant,
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The Municipality of New Amster-
dam has been gravely disturbed because
of the loss of electrictiy by theft, and it
has made representation to Government
for the enactment of legislation to enable
the Corporation to take appropriate
action against persons who commit
breaches of the law.

Another feature of the Bill is that
instead of having to come back to the
Council for an extension of the Order
vear by year, it is proposed that until
such time as the Electricity Corpora-
tion shall take over the plant, extensions
shall be made by Order in Council, and
it will be noticed that there was a lapse
of one year. The Order should have
been extended last year but, unfortu-
nately, it was not, because of the fact
that these Amendments were being
tidied up and discussions were going on.
Those are the main features of the Bill
which is not controversial, and T for-

mally move that it be read a Second
time.

Mr. Saffee: 1 beg to second the
Motion.

Question put. and agreed to
Rill read a Second time.
COUNCTI. IN COMMITTEE

Council resolved itself into Com-
mittee to consider the Bill Clause by
Clause.

Clause 1.—Short Title.
Mr. Ram Karran: T move that the
figures “1961” be substituted for the

figures “1960” in the short title to the
Bill.

Amendment agreed to.

Clause 1, as amended, agreed to.
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Clauses 2 to 4 passed as printed.
Council resumed.

Mr. Ram Karran: 1 beg to report
that the New Amsterdam Electric Light-
ing Order (Extension) Bill was consid-
ered in Committee and passed with one
Amendment. [ therefore move that the
Bill be now read the Third time.

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill read the Third time and passed.

HOUSING OF LABOUR WORKERS
ON SUGAR ESTATES (AMEND-
MENT) BILL

The Minister of Labour, Health
Health and Housing: (Mrs. Jagan): 1
beg to move the Second Reading of the
Bill intituled:

“An  Ordinance to amend the
Housing of Labour Workers on Sugar
Estates Ordinance”.

This matter has come to my atten-
tion on more than one occasion—the
necessity to permit the extension and re-
pair of houses built within the provisions
of the Ordinance with funds provided
from the Sugar Industry Labour Welfare
Fund. The Principal Ordinance gives
to those persons the right to erect and
own houses on approved sites. The Re-
gulations mad under Chapter 248 pro-
vide that:

“(2) Without prejudice to the gene-
rality of the foregoing sub-regulation, the
Committee may make such disbursements
for any of the following purposes —

(a) the bhousing of
workers;

(b) the improvement of social
conditions (including hous-
ing and recreational facili-
ties) of labour workers;

(c) making loans or grants to
labour workers approved
by the Committee to
enable such workers to
erect and own houses on
approved sites;”

labour
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Powas advised that legaily the Sugar in-
dustry Labour Welfare Fund Cominitice
was empowered to make loans for the
extension and repair of such houses, and
I communicated my i the Com-
mittee. The Commitice,  however, felt
that it was necessary o have a statutory
assignment which is given in Chapter
183, Section 4. We did suggest to the
Committee that in order to avoid the ne-
cessity of having  to seck  legislative
amendment, that the Commitice would
give a voluntary  assignment to  those
seeking loans for this purpose.  After
much correspondence, consideration and
discussion the Commuitiee was unwitling
to accept this type of assignment,  and
refused to accept the suggestion that o
voluntary assignment v he  ade-
guate.

Thercfore, in order i save any
further discussion baskward and forward.
we thought it would be better to make
the small amendment which is before the
Council, for the nsertion after the words

H
“anproved s 4 {1y of

¢

jen an

S & I

improve or repair his own honse on an
approved sife.” This will zive to a number
of persons who now seek to repair their
houses  or to  extend  their 1s0s,  an

opportunity  to obtain loans from  this
Fund. 1§ therefore would urge  hon,

Members to support this simpte amend-
t which will mean a ot to o large
number of persons. T omaove that the Bill
be read a Second time.

.

My, Ram Kapron: )
the Maotion,

hee 10 second

Bill Read

g Second time,
COUNCIL N COMMITTEE.

itself into Com-
Bill Clause by

Council resolved
nittee 1o consider the
Clause,

Clause 1 —Shori Title.

Jawiary,

Chapter 183, of the words “or to oxtend,

1961
Mys. Jogan: 1 move t
short title the figures ©

Lk

Clause 1, a5 amended, put,  and

Clause 7 passed as printed,
Councii resumed.

Myrs. Jagan: I beg to report that the
Tousing of  Labour Workers on Sugac
Fstates {Amendment) Bill was consid-
eredd in Committee and passed with ong
Amendment. I thercfore move that the
Bill be now rcad the Third time.

Cpiesiton put, and agreed to.
Bill read the Third tme and passed.
TAX (AMENDMENT No. 3} BILL

The Fipancial Secretary: 1 beg to
move the  Second Reading of the Bilt
inttiufed:

CAn Ordinance to the Tax
Ordinance.”

= purpose of this Bill s fo obtain
legistative sanction to increase the tax
on pool betting from 10 to 20 per cent.
T referred  briefly to this  proposal in
my Budget Speech where T said that the
original tax was  not introduced essen-
tially as u Budget proposal, and that the
amendment  proposed is not essentially
a revenue proposal. The original estimate
of the wicld of the present tax has not
been rvealised. When it was made, we had
no experience on which to base an esti-
mate, and 1t was at that time cstimated
that the totai amount of money staked
on pool betting was of the order of $2
million & year. In the event it has proved
to be abont $1 million. The additional
tax  shonld  therefore  vicld  abouwt
5100,000, but if it does act as a disincen-
tive, the vield may he somewhat less.

L
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[ have had representations from the
pools interests who argue that the social
and economic objections to pool betting
are not soundly based. They point out
that there are more harmful forms of
betting, and that in fact not all the
money goes out of the country. Indeed
some of the pools are run locally, and
even where money is spent on pools
overseas, part of that money come back
in the form of prize money.

They also say that the increase of
the tax will not increase the revenue
yield. However, even if one regards this
tax as purely a revenue measure, it does
not seem to me that 20 per cent. can
be regarded as a burden on betting when
in fact a tax of 16 2/3 per cent. is paid
on cinema admissions, and taxes ranging
to well over 100 per cent. are paid on
alcoholic liquors and tobacco.

I have one Amendment to move at
the appropriate time.

Mr. Speaker: Well, it is five o’clock.

The Financial Secretary: T have an
Amendment to move in respect of Clause
1, subsection 2.

Mr. Speaker:
ment?

What is the Amend-

The Financial Secretary: It con-
cerns the date. It was intended that the
Bill should be published on the 8th
December. In fact, it was published on
the 17th. My Amendment is to have
the Bill effectively dated on the 17th
instead of the 8th.

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill read a S>cond time.

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE

Council resolved itself into Com-
mittee to consider the Bill clause by
clause.

Mr. Tello: Might [ make a sug-
gestion? In his principal speech, the hon.
the Financial Secretary informed us that
he is having talks, or that he has re-
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ceived representations from  ccrtain
people. 1 am wondering whether this

cannot be allowed to remain for a fort-
night until he is in a better position

The Chairman: If this is something
which i going to take some time to
debate, I would not go on with it.

The Financial Secretary: 1 might
explain that T have heard the represen-
tation< and have replied to them by
letter somctime ago.

The Chairman: If Members want
to discuss it, I will put it down. If there
is no objection to it, T can deal with it
now.

Mr. Tello: 1 would like to speak
on it tomorrow. [Pause.]

Council resumed.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Speaker: Before the adjourn-
ment is taken, 1 want to refer to a
Motion which was moved by the Minis-
ter of Community Development and
Education in relation to a Select Com-
mittee. I regret that I was not then alive
to the fact that it was a Bill that had
been before a Select Committee. 1
wculd thereforc now name the Select
Committee again. The hon. B. S. Rai,
Minister of Community Development
and  Education (Chairman); hon.
Nominated Member, Mr. R. B. Gajraj,
the hon. Member for New Amsterdam
Mr. W. O. R. Kendall, the hon. Member
for Georgetown Central, Mr. L. F. S.

Bumham, Q.C., and the hon. Member
for Georgetown South, Mr. Jai Narine
Singh.

The Chief Secretary: I beg to move
that Council adjourns to next Wednesday,
18th January, 1961, at two o’clock in
the afternoon.

Council adjourned accordingly, at
5.05 pm.
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