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MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting of the
Counclt heid oo Friday, 9th December,
as printed and circulated, were
cenn as read and confirmed.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Dr. JaGAN'S ABSENCE

Mr. Speaker: 1 wish to announce

PAPERS LAID

The Financial Seeretary  (Mr.

3 Andrade): 1 beg to lay on the
iy Post Office (Overtime; Regula-
tions, 1960 {Mo. 25), made under

Section 97 of the Post and Tele-
graph Ordinance, Chapter 132,

(it} Report of the Directors of the New
Widows and Orphans’ Fund on the
working of the Fund for thes year
19359, together with the Director of
Audit’s Report  and  Certificate
thereon.

Cider in Council No. 95 of 1960
made under Section 8 of the Cus-
toms Ordinance, Chapter 309, on
the 24th day of November, 1960,
wnd published in the Gazette on
iie 10th of December, 1960.

[y

GOVERNMENT NOTICES
MOTIONS

The Financial Secretary: [ beg o
cive notice of the following Motion:

“Be it resolvad: That this Council
in terms of Section 9 of the Customs
Ordinance, Chapter 309, confirms Order
in Council No. 95 of 1960, which was
on the 24th dayv of November, 1960,
and published in the Gazette nn the 10th
of December, 1960."

CONTINUANCE OF RENT RESTRIC-
TION ORDINANCE
The Minister of Labour, Health and

Housing (Mrs. Jagan): 1 beg to give
notice of the foljowing Motion:
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“Whereas the Rent Resiriction Ordi
nance, Chapter 186, came inio operation
on the 8th day of November. 1941,

And whereas Section 33 of the said
Ordinance provides that the Ordinance
shall continue in force up to and includ-
ing the 31st dev of December, 1951, but
that, prior to ihe expiration thereof, the
Legislative Council may, by resolution
published in the Guzette, declare that the
said Ordinan il continue in opera-
tion for a fur iod of one vear, and
that thereafier  from time to time
declare that the said Ordinance shall con-
tinue in operaiion:

And whereas the said Ordinance has
been continued in operation until the 31st
December, 1960:

And whereas it 18 considered expedi-
ent that the said Ordinance shall be con-
tinued in operation for a further period
of one year:

Now, therefore, be it resolved: That
the Rent Restriction Ordinance, Chapter
186, shall continue in force for a period
of one vear up to and including the 3ist
day of December, 19617

ORAL ASKING AND ANSWERING
OF QUESTIONS
LEGISLAT FOR LOCAL
GOVERRM2 I REFORM

Mr, Hubbard: 1 beg to ask the
hon, Minister of Community Develop-
ment and Education Question No. |
standing in my name on the Order
Paper:

Will the Honourable Minister of
Community Development and Education
please say:

]

(1) How muany more Ordinances
will have to ®e enacted to give
full effect o the Government’s
proposals for Local Govern
ment Reform?

(2) Whor sabjects will these Ordi-
nances deal with?

(2) What swge ha. beea reached
in tuo preparation of ecch of
tne respective Bills?

Th. Minister of nity Devel
opment and Hducation teaiy: The
replies 1o the hon. Member's Questions
are:

LH

8
EAVAE.
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{13y Two more Ordinances will
have to be enacted to give full
effect to the Government’s pro-
posals for Local Government
reform, and parts of the Public
Health Ordinance will have to
be amended.

The first Ordinance will deal
with the setting up of the
Local  Government  Service
Commission and all matters
relating to staff. The second
Ordinance will contain all the
enabling powers which it is pro-
posed to give to the Local
Authorities for the time being.

As already stated, the
Public Health Ordinance will
have to be amended.

The Local Government Ser-
vice Commission Bill has been
drafted.

The Powers Bill is half
compieted, and drafts of
several of the amendments to
the Public Health Ordinance
have been prepared.

(2)

It should be noted that —

{a) The Financial Instruc-
tions to be issued under
the Local Authorities
(Constitution, Election
Procedure and Finan-
cial Provisions) Ordi-
nance have been com-
pleted.

Draft Regulations pre-
scribing conditions of
service of staff will also
have to be prepared by
the Local Government
Reorganisation  Team
for consideration by the
Local Government Ser-
vice Commission.

Mr. Hubbard:  As a Supplemen-
tary Question, can the Minister give us
any idea, in point of time, when he will

(b)
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be ready to put this legislation before
the Council?

The Minister of Community Devel-
opment and Bducation: It is expected
that all the legislatien will be drafted
and put before the Council before 31st
July next year.

Mr. Burnham: As a further
Supplementary Question, can the hon.
Minister tell us why the 31st July mext
year when this Government had made up
its mind since 1958?

The Minister of Community Devel-
opment and Hducation:  Because we
think seven months more are necessary
to complete the legislation.

Mr. Burnham: Why arc seven
months more necessary?  Government
has already had 24 months.

The Minister of Community Devel-
opment and Education: The Minister is
continually being solicited by the George-
town Town Council to pass all sorts of
amending legislation to correct errors and
omissions perpetrated by the Town
Council, and that naturally distracts him
somewhat. [Laughter].

Mr. Burnham: Do I understand
that slight amendments to Chapter 152
took up so much of the Minister’s time
and the Law Officers’ time?

The Minister of Community Devel-
opment and Hducation: The answer is
yes.

Mr. Burnham: How many of
those amendments mentioned have been
considered within the last two years?

The Minister of Community Devel-
opment and Fducation: 1 do not recall.

Mr. Burmmham: Will the Minister
therefore admit that his first answer was
both illogical and inaccurate?

The Minister of Comnumity Devel-
opmeni and Hliucafion: The Minister
does not admit that.  [Laughter].
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LEGISLATION TO REGULATE
HIRE- PURCHASE AGREEMENT

Mr. Burnham: @ beg to ask the
hon. Minister of Trade and Industry
Question No. 2 standing in my name on
the Order Paper: When does Gevern-
ment propose to introduce a Bill to regu-
late Hire-purchasc Agreements?

The Minister of Labour, Health and
Housing:  On behalf of the Minister of
Trade and Industry. T wish to say that
the answer to the hon. Member’s Ques-
tion is as follows: Preparation of a Bill
with respect to Hire-Purchase and sale
upon credit of goods, etce. is almost com-
plete. The Ministry hopes that it will be
before the Legislative Council very soon.

Mr., Bernham:  As a Supplemen-
tary Question, can he Minister tell us
how soon?

The Minister of Labour, Health and
Housing: The draft legislation is in its
final stage.

Mr. Burpham: The hon. Minister
has not answered my last question. |
asked: How soon?

The Miimister of Labour, Health and
Houcng: The drafting of the legislation
is in its last stages. After that 1 do not
cavisage that  there  will be any great
period of time from  the moment the
legislation is submitted to the Minisiry
and the time it is gazetted,

Mr. Burnham: s it possible for
the Minister to tell us in ferms of days,
weeks or months, how soon it is likely 10
be placed before this Council?

The Minister of Labour, Health and
Housing:  As the hon. Member i-
aware, I am not working in the Attor-
ney-General’s  office. 1 am dependent
on the officers there who have suite
a bit of work to deo, and I think they
are giving priority to this drafting work.

Mr. Burnham: Will the Minister
tell us whether the Attorney-Genesals
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Office has been responsible for this delay
for onc year after the Motion was passed
in this Council?

The Minister of Labour, Health and

Housing: It has ®een my cxperience
that before  legislation can be brought
to  the stage when it is gazetted

therc are periods of consultation, exam-
ination and re-examination before the
final draft is ready for publication. 1
believe that the hon. Member should be
aware that there is nced for caution in
preparing legislation which is so impor-
fant, and which is entirely new to this
country.  We do not wish to make any
errors.  We arc deing the best we can
to the best of our ability, to bring this
legislation, which is very necessary. be-
fore the Council at an carly date.

Mr. Burpham: As a farther Sup-
plementary  Question,  will  the hon.
Minister state whether it is true that the
Law Officers submitted their first draft
over six months ago to the Ministry?

The Minister of Labour, Health and
Heoeusing: 1 do not have the file
Pefore me. 1 cannot say, but I do know
that with rmost legislation, the draft
passes back and forth between the Minis-
try and the Attorney-General's office
until the final amendments, which the
policy-makers have in mind, are brought
into legislation. It is wvery rare that
draft legislation is totally aceeptable on
its first submission.

B.G. AIRWAYS (GOVTY)

Nr, Telle: M. Speaker, I wish to
ask the hon. Minister of Communications
and Works, Question No. 3 standing in
my name on the Order Paper:  Will the
Minister of Communications and Works
~tate whether Government is negotiating
iae sale of B.G. Airways (Govt.) to the
dritish Owerseas Ailrways Corporation.
and if se, what progress has been made
in the negotiations?

The Minster of CUsmmunications
~ad Works: Government 1. not negotiat-
ag the sule of British Guians Alrwa
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{(Govt.) to the British Overscas Airways
Corporation. I have taken advantage ef
the epportunity afforded by the pre-
sence in this area ef the Chairman ei
the B.O.A.C. and the Chairman of the
Corporation’s  Associated Cempanies to
discuss with them some of eur demestic
air transport problems with a view to
secing if there is any way in which the
Corporation can be eof assistance to us
in dealing with these problems.

Mr, Tello: As a Supplementary
Question, may 1 ask whether the as-
sistance seught of the B.O.A.C. would
involve, alse, the pessible salc of B.G.
Airways te B.O.A.C.?

The Minister of Communications
and Works: The answer is in the ncga-
tive.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

The Financial Secretary: I beg to
give netice of the intreduction and First
Reading ef the

Lean (Electricityy Bill, 1960.

Sir, 1 prepose with the Council’s
consent, to proceed with the Second
Reading of the Bill on Wednesday next,
21st December.

The Minister of Communications
and Works {(Mr. Ram Karran): i beg io
give notice of the introduction and First
Reading ef the

Electricity (Amendment) Bill, 1960.

{ propose, with the Ceuncil’s ap-
proval, to deal with the Second Reading
on Wednesday, 21st Deccember.

I alse beg to give netice of the intro-
duction and First Reading ef the
New Amsterdam Electric
Order (Extension} Bill, 1960,
The Chief Secrefary (Major Smith):
I beg to give notice of the introduction
and First Reading of the

Lighting

Amerindian {Amendment} Bill, 1960,
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ORDER OF THE DAY
BILLS — FIRST READING

The follewing Bills were read the
First Time ;-

A Bill intituled “An Ordinance to

make provision for the raising of a loan

of two hundred and fifty thousand pounds
sterling.”

A Bill intituled “An Ordinance to
amend the Electricity Ordinance.”

A Bill intituled “An Ordinance to
extend further the duration ef the New
Amsterdam Electric Lighting Order, 1960.
and to amend the said Order.”

A Bill intituled “An Ordinance to
amend the Amerindian Ordinance.”

VOLUNTEER (AMENDMENT) BILL

The Chief Secrefary : In moving the
Second Reading of the Bill intitaled
an Ordingncee to amend the Volunteer
Ordinance, [ would like te say that this
Amendment is by way ef a tidying up
operation. 1t has been pointed out by
the  Secretary of State that the United
Kingdom Army Act, which has been
referred to in the Volunteer Ordinance.
has been repealed by the Army Act ef
1955, and Section 2 merely seecks to
substitute ““Army Act of 19557 for that
of the “United Kingdom Army Act™.

Section 2 deals with the substitution
for the figures “39” of the figures “1927.
Sectien 192 is the relevant Sectien in the
new Army Act and rclates te the old
Section 39,

in Section 4, therc is the substitu-
tion for the word “court” of the word
“pbeard”. Under the existing legislation,
veference is made to “court ef inquiry”.
That has been changed to “beard ef
inguiry”.

Scction 5:  The Cadet Cerps was
established in 1933 by Administrative
Act and not by Legislative Act. It has
been pointed out that the cstablishment
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of the Cadet Cerps should be by Legis-
lative Act, and Section 5 seeks to do this
— not making the Cadet Corps a part
of the Volunteer Force, but affiliated to
the Volunteer Force.

I now beg to move that the Bill be
read a Second time.

The Attornev-General (Mr.
I beg to second the Motion.

Aus-
tin):

Question puf, and agreed 1.
Bill read a Second time.

Coungcil resolved itself into Com-
mittee and passed the Bill as printed.

Council resumed.

The Chief Seervefary: 1 beg to re-
port that the Volunteer (Amendment)
Bill, 1980, was considered in Committee
and passed without amendment. 1 now
move that the Bill be recad the Third
fume.

The Attorney-General: 1
second the Motion.

beg te

Cuestion put, and agreed to.
Bill read the Third time and passed.
EDUCATION (AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr. Speaker:  The Minister of
Community Development and Education
will move the Scecond Reading of the
following Bill:

A Bill intituled *“An Ordinance to
armiend the Education Ordinange.”

The Minister of Communify Devel-
opment and Education (Mr. Rai): Mr.
Speaker, this is a very short and simple
Bill. It deals with the control and
management of primary schools in the
ceuntry. Primary schools, at the pre-
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sent time, fall under three categories —
Colonial schools, denominational schools
and undenominational schools.  With
the  denominational and undenomina-
tional schools, there exists a system of
management and control which is com-
monly referred to as dual control,  Under
this system, the denominational author-
itics are responsible for the appointment,
promotion and discipline, to a large
extent, of the teachers who work in those
schools and whe are,  in point of law.
cmployees of the denominations.  Gov-
ernment, on the other hand, is respon-
sible for paying cvery cent of the
teachers’ salarics out #f the public funds
of the Colony.

Great dissatisfaction has arisen out
of the system, and this has gone on for
many years resulting in  gencral dis-
content in the teaching service and in
the community as a*whole,

No less than 35 years ago, this
problem attracted the attention of the
Governor of the Colony, Sir Graeme
Thompson, K.C.M.G., who appointed
Commission under the Chairmanship of
Sir Charles Major, then Chiel Fustice, and
the Commission reported as  follows.
inter alia:

“While fully acknowledging the great
services which the churches have rendered
to education in the past, we arec of
opinion that the time has now arrived to
initiate a bold and comprehensive policy
which will replace the existing denomina-
tional schools by Government or colonial
schools.”

No legislation was enacted in pursuance
of this recommendation.

The Royal Commission which
visited the West Indies and British Gui-
ana in the 1930’s under the Chairman-
ship ol Lord Moyne, recorded in Com-
mand Paper 6174, Page 12:

“In schoois at present managed by
the Menominations, if salaries are paid
by the Government, complete control in
staff matters should be assumed by Gov
ernment.  und  new schools provided
wholly from public funds should be in all
respects administered by Gevernment.”
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In 1941, the Educational Adviser to
the Comnireller for Colonial Develop-
ment and Welfare in the West Indies,
Mr. Hammond, in a recommendation
embodied in Sessional Paper No. 11 of
1942, stated:

ta) “denominational control affects
not only the property but the teachers ...
The field of selection and promotion of
teachers tends therefore to be restricted
to their denomination and varies with the
number of schools owned by the Church
to which the teacher belongs. A non-
Christian has little chance of appointment
as an assistant teacher and no chance of
appointment as a headteacher .. .7
Again, nothing was done by way of

legislation.

In 1953, the first Minister of
Edueation in this country, my hon. and
fearned Friend, the Member for Central
Georgetown, Mr. Burnham, stated that
he proposed to implement his proposal
to remove dual control by way of legis-
lation.  Thirty-five years have elapsed
since the first recommendation of which
[ am aware was made, and it is the
general feeling, as far as 1 can gather,
that this system calls for revision and re-
form.

During this year, at my instance, |
had talks with the representatives of
primasy schools, denominational and an-
denominational, and  suggestions  were
put to them whereby the country would
have an  integrated tcaching  servi
whereby a Teachers™ Service Commission
would have been appointed to look after
the appointment and promotion of tea-
chers in denominational, undenomina-
tional and Government schools all over
this country on the basis of academic
and professional sualifications. seniority
and so on. The proposais were put i
them with a view to ameliorating the de-
fects in the present educational system,

pur no agreement was reached with
them.
About two months wgo 1 had

another meeting with them, in which I
disclosed that Government proposed to
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take over the management and control
of the schools which were now being
controlled by them and which were built
out of public funds. The school build-
ings involved are about forty. This does
not take into account those denomina-
tional schools extended out of public
funds by way of newly built buildings.

In 1941 Mr. Hammond made cer-
tain recommendations in connection with
this matter. A local committee was set
up consisting of local persons, represent-
atives from the various Governing Bodies
of schools, and they submitted a report
to the Government. The report was
accepted, and in a Message to the Legis-
lative Council by the then Governor, Sir
Gordon ILethem, is was clearly set out
that while the denominational system
sheuld continue to operate, it should not
do so in an exclusive form, but that
Government was freg to erect and build
its own schools. The provision of Gov-
ernment schools was envisaged and pro-
vided for in Chapter 91 of the Laws of
British Guiana.

So far as the PDual Control Agree-
ment is concerned, the report which was
submitted by the Committee provided
that Government would be pemmnitted to
put up schools on Church land and that
such schools would remain the property
of the Government. As far as I am
aware, no one is challenging or saying
that these buildings belong to any person
sther than the Government.

It is  further stated: “Where
a2 denominational school is rebuilt en-
tirely from Imperial or Local Govern-
ment funds on Church land, the land
chall be leased to Government for educa-
tional purposes at a peppercorn rental
at the rate of $5 per annum for a mini-
mum period of ninety-nine (99) years.”
No such lease has been executed, and
the only inference that can reasonably be
drawn from this clause is that when the
Government puts up a new building on
Church land, the Church is then required
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1o execute @ lease of the land to Govern-
ment to enable the Government which
already owns the building to make full
use of the building for school purposes
by having an assured tenancy of the
land.

It has been argued by representa-
uves of denominational bodigs, that the
intention was to give a lease to Govern-
ment but the buildings erected on Church
land for school purposes should be under
the control of the denominational bodies.
I have argued that if that were the in-
tention, they would not have been re-
quired to execute a lease of the land to
Government.  Inasmuch as  Govern-
ment pays the salaries of teachers in
over 300 denominational schools, it is
now sought to control only about fifty
schools which are now under denomina-
tional control —- such control would be
assumed by the Director of Education
on behalf of the Government

This system of dual control is rather
unsatisfactory, and, in the interest of our
educational system, it needs a revision
or reform.  Under this system heads of
various denominational bodies. for ex-
ample. Catholic, Anglican and Lutheran.
have said categorically that they will not
permit people from other denominations
to be headteachers in their schools.  The
Anglican Archbishop has said that he
woutd net  have a  Catholic as head-
teacher or deputy headteacher of one ot
his schools, and the Roman Catholic
Bishop is saying the samc thing. The
taxpayers are paying the teachers em
ployed in these schools, and Government
cannot permit that sort of discrimination
to continue.  The Anglicans will not
have the Catholics; the Lutherans will
not take the Wesleyans, and so ¢n A«
a result of this discrimination among
themselves the educational system in this
country suffers, and the most efficient
qualified teacher dees not always get the
promotion which he merits. I we do
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2 in our schools.
#4 the ieschers who deserve promotion
cannot get it, then there will be frustra-
tion and the education of the children
witl suffer.

teference has been made by Mr.
Hammond to non-Christians:  Hindus
and Muslims.  One can hardly expect
the Christian denominational bodies who
discriminate among themselves to admit
won-Christians as teachers  in  their
scheols. At a time like this when we
are seeking to integrate the peoples of
this country; when we hear so many
people suggesting that there should be
integration. we still find people objecting
fo our aitempt to give people employ-
ment regardless of their religious persua-

siens. I think that the old system has
outgrown whatever uscfulness it may

have had.

The school is no longer looked upon
as an appendage of the Church in any
part of the civilized world. In the
7.5, A ., one of the foremost democracies
in the world. no church or parochial
«chool reccives assistance from the Gov-
ernment.  As far as T know this system
is supporied by the President of America
himself, o very prominent Catholic.

in Mexico, I am informed. no
religious  instruction is allowed in the
«chonls, In Puerto Rico, a Catholic
country. religious instruction. I under-
not given in the schools. i
assured all denominational bodies
irious instruction of the type
rch is now taught in these fifty schools
will continue to be taught in recognition
of their services to education and in re-
soenition of their continued interest in
.

[

I have gone further and said that
ous instruction of the particular
denominational type will be ensured to
those pupils whose parents are adherents
of the particular denomination.  In each
denomiinational school. at least, one certi-
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fied teacher will be made availabie to give
religious instruction. 1 can sce no real
reason on the part of Church Bodies to
say that religious instruction is not going
to be given, that religion will be banned
from the schools, or that the morals of
the children will go from bad to worse.

I have been told that in progressive
countries, religious instruction is not
given in schools. 1t can be argued. as it
has been argued, that Christian religious
instruction should not be given in schools
where vou have Christizns, non-Christians
and atheists in the country. Onc is free
to practise or not to practise religion.
Where is the freedom to practisc onc’s
religion, when people are coerced to
change their names and religions in order
to get jobs or promotions in schools?
Each week I receive complaints from
people who have not been given jobs in
certain schools as a result of this practice.
If people wish to change their faiths, they
should be free to do so. But where is
the freedom to practise one’s religion.
when one has to change onc’s nime or
religion in order to get z job as a teacher
-—a job for which the salary is paid by
the taxpayers?

As 1 have said the first Minister of
Education in this country was in favour
of the abolition of dual control. T am
merely sceking to reform the system, and
[ have sought very sincerely to meet any
valid and reasonable objections which
have been raised in connection with this
matter. The most important objection
is the question of religious instruction.
But the schools will be provided with
teachers belonging to the respective de-
nominations to give religious instruction
to the children.

According to the Education Crdi-
nance, it is Government’s responsibility
to provide free, compulsory, primary
education. It is not the responsibility
of private bodies to do thiz, though they
would be free to open and staff schools
and pay their teachers. That is the sys-
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tem which, I think, they advocate when
they say they want freedom to cducate
the children in their own way. It is not
sought to interfere with this freedom, so
where they are free to crect, staff and
equip their schools that right is satisfied.

At the 14th Session of the United
Nations Assembly, September to Decem-
ber. 1959, it was urged that non-sclf-
governing territories should communicate
to the Secretary-General information as to
the measures taken and progress achieved
towards cstablishing universally free and
compulsory primary education. So that
at the United Nations, a body on which
world opinion is represented, nations are
being urged to institute a system of
universally free and compulsory primary
education, which is what we arc going to
do now.

The B.G. Teachers’ Association was
also consulted in this matter, and my
information is that the members are not
in agreement among themselves, but that
the Association as a whole would like to
have a madified system of dual control
of schools. About 20 years ago, how-
ever, the Teachers’ Association advocated
the complete abolition of the system of
dual control of schools. There was a
report in the “Daily Chronicle”, but I am
rcading from “Thunder” of the 13th
August, 1960, 1 quote:

“Qn thz occasion of its Wiamond
Jubilce the B.G.T.A. spoke on this ques-
tien. At that time, says the “Daily
Chronicle”, “hundreds of teachers from
Demerara and Essequibo joined in the
tively discussion (en dual control) and 2
teleoram received from the Essequibo Dis-
trict Association stated that a similar
meeting was held there.  The news item
was headlined :

‘DUAL CONTROL MUST GO’

R.G.T.A. Urges Government to
Assume Full Responsibility for
Schools’

“In his Presidential Address H. 8.
Jackson declared that their references
concerned sot men but measures, and that
he was ‘inspired by no other motive than
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that of securing for the people’s children
the best a good government should give
in order that life in the future may be
much more comfortable than if 1s today.

“In those days, too, the Church rose
up in arms against the idea.  Jackson,
while paying tribute to them for their
pioncering werk, had commented, ‘We
have to adjust ourselves to changed con-
ditions, and the Church, too, should be
prepared for its share of change’. But
the clerics had organized themselves into
what is koown as the ‘United Christian
Front’. Said lackson in reference to this
body:

“This Colony is magnificent in many
things, even in farces”.

That is what the President of the B.G.
Teachers™ Association said 20 years ago.
In 1956 the President of the Teachers’
Association, Mr. F. R. Williams. now an
Education Officer, said :

“We are not happy over the working
of dual control of schools and hope to
see some radical imprevements in the
policy.”

This measure does not propose the aboli-
tion of dual control of schools. Govern-
ment merely proposes in this Bill to
excrcise control and management over 50
schools, the buildings of which were put
up with Government funds.

The Bill also seeks to give a right of
entry on and after a date to be known as
“the appointed date”, whereby  “any
person shall have the right to enter into
any aided school that is deemed to be a
government school, or upon any land on
which it is situate, for any lawful purpose
in connection with the activitics of the
school™.

Opportunity is also sought in the
Bill to substitute for the expressions
“colonial scheol” and “colonial school-
fiouse” wherever they appear in the Prin-
cipal Ordinance, the expression “govern-
ment school™; the substitution for the
expression “colonial grant™ the expres-
sion “government grant” and the sub-
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stitution for the expression “colonial re-
venues” the expression “the revenues of
the Colony”.

I now formally move that the Bill
be read a Second time.

The Minister of Natoral Resources
(Mr. Benn} : I beg to second the Motiou
and to reserve my right to speak at a later
stage with your permission. Sir.

My, Davist: [ rise to oppose thi
naive bit of legislation. 1 wish to remark
at the outset that if the shoc had been
on the other foot this Government would
not have dared to introduce legislation
of this kind. [Loud applause from the
galleryl.

Mr. Speaker: 1 wish to ask thosc
persons who are in the gallery not to
applaud or say anything, They must
understand that in this Chamber they are
strangers.  We wish them to stay and fol-
low the proceedings, but if they repeat
their conduct I shall be compelled to
limit attendance only to those who will
conform to the rules of this Legislative
Coungeil.

Mr. Davis: because 1 sec
in this bit of legt on another attempt
at vote-catching.  Ler me state my posi-
tion here and now ciearly and categori-
cally. I am a product—perhaps not a
brilliant one—of dual control as well as
State-controlled schoois.  Like my friend.
the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Gajrai.
T attended St Scrit wol,
subsequently went to an Anglican School.
Christ Church School, and later Queen’s
College, a State-controlled school.  From
a lad of 18 or 12 vears 1 have been con-
nected with the Wesleyan Methodist
Church, and in later years I advanced
to the position of a member of the Gov-
erning Body, wi t treasure.  ‘There-

I say that,

v

hich |
fore, if 1 should speak on this matter
with undue em: vou, Sir. and hon.
Members would pardon me.
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1 hold here a booklet produced a
few menths ago when the Methodist
Body celebrated its bicentenary through-
out the West Indies and British Guiana,
and I would like to quote from it to show
its connection with education in this
country over the past 122 years. The
Methodist Body had made its contribu-
tion to education in this country in good
faith, and hoped that in due course it
would have been appreciated. 1 quote
from an article headed *“The Methodist
Contribution to Guianese Education” on
page 84 of the brochure, in which it is
stated :

“Charles Jeseph Latrobe in 1838 car-
ried out an investigation into Negro
Education in British Guiana and Trini-
dad. His report was made to Lord
Glenelg, the then Colonial Secretary, now
better known as Secretary of State for
the Colonies and for War. In this re-
port Latrobe observes that in 1838 there
was one Wesleyan day school in B.G. but
there was none in Trinidad. The schoot
in B.G. was under the general superintend-
ence of the District Committee, Barbados
Circuit, under the Rev. S. Mortier, Chair-
man. Latrobe says it was an excellent
and efficient school”.

The article goes on :

“Some who have a flair for naming
institutions after persons call this schooi
the Hornabrook Memorial School.  Mrs.
Hornabrook is recorded by Latrobe as
having run a private school at Oona
Creek in 1838. The original Abram Zuil
school was 30 feet long and 18 feet wide.
and at the time of its erection it was
calculated to accommodate 100 children;
that is twice the number allowed today by
the Code of Regulations governing
schools. The estimated cost of the school
was £225 but the actual cost was £350—
a not inconsiderable sum 122 years ago.
It was twelve months from the time the
contract was entered upon to the time of
the completion of the building, but
Latrobe paid it the compliment of its being
wne of the neatest and best finished con-
structions of its class in the Colony”.

I mention that to show the Methodist
Body’s attachment to education. [ have
a personal interest in two of the schools
listed in the Schedule to the Bill for
annihilation. I hope my friend, the Min-
ister, will accept that word, and note
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that 1 did not say “liquidation”. 1 refer

to the Kingston Methodist and the Strath
Campbell Methodist schools. The Kings-
ton Methodist school ran into difficultics
in 1953 when on account of its dilapi-
dated condition it was considered unsafe
and unsuitable to accommodate the in-
creasing school population. The signi-
ficant part of the matter was that the
Education Department approached eur
Governing Body on the subject of the
re-building of the school.

With yeur permission, Sir, [ desire
to quote from a letter that was sent by
the Governing Body, through the Chair-
man and General Superintendent of our
Church, to the Education Department.
It is dated 31st January, 1953. 1 ask
Members to note the date particularty—
1953, a significant year—so that as the
story unfolds, you will see that we were
ultra-cautious and particular in these
matters. [ quete:

“The Director of Education.
Georgetown,

Sir,

[ understand that the Education
Department is willing to put up solely at
Government expense, a new Kingston
school on the present site, in place of the
present building, the site to be leased to
the Government for a period of 99 years,
building to be the property of the Govern-
ment, the school and school-building to be
under the management and control of the
Methodist Church.

{ am prepared to recommend this pro-
posal to our District Synogd and to the
Mecthodist  Missionary Committee, pro-
vided that we have a firm guarantee from
the Government through the Education
Department that the building will be at
all times under the control of the
Methodist Church, and that the Govern-
ment will not use it or consent to its be-
ing used for any purposes which are in-
consistent with the Regulations which
govern the use of Methodist Church Pro-
perty. It would, I think, be necessary to
insert inio the Lease a Clause providing
for this safeguard. No one can say at the
moment what changes might take place
in the Government of this Colony, and the
Methodist Church would want to have
as firm a guarantee as possible against its
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tand or premuses being used for any pur-
poses which are inconsistent with its prin-
ciples. I would be very grateful to have
an early reply to this fetter, in order that
I may have something to put before our
District Synod, which is due to assemble
en February 4th”

This governing body was favoured
with a reply on the 4th February, again,

1953, 1t states :
“Education Office.
4th, February, 1953,
Dear Sir,
With reference to your discussion

with the Building Officer and vour letter
of the 3ist January, 1953, T am to inform
you that when the Kingston School is re-
bailt, it will be handed over to the
Methodist Goverping Body as a replace-
ment.  The building, although it will be
a Government property, wiil be solely
under vour {.onlrol, and any one seeking
to use it must in every case obtain the
permission of the Governing Body or its
jocal representative,  There is therefore
no possibility of its misuse from the
Methodist  viewpoint., The fand must
however be lecased to Government for a
peried of ninety-nine years under the dual
coatrol Regulations.
{Sgd.) Director of Education.
Now, Sir, this is what the Govern-
ment, through the Education Department.
gave to an organization which was a co-
partner with them in this business of
running schools under a system of dua!
control.

The hon. Minisier, @ few minutes
ago, said he has given an assurance ts
the deneminational institutions. and hie
went on to add about religious teaching
and the like. But I want to ask : What
further or better assuranc nesded
than this written word by the Dircctor
of Education? Yet—! Not so long ago,
¥ think it was in Barbados, another poli-
tician, Mr. Albert Gomes, said at a Rice
Conference that he was the Government
and governments change their minds.
Yes, that is true, but Members must re-
member the great howl and noise which
I and a certain section of the communit:

2% he
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made against those remarks, and we were
right.  So u Government must be cx-
pected to heonour not only the written
word, but the spoken word should also
be completely honoured. T ask of the
Government today: Has this bit of legisia-
tion revealed their policy to honour their
obligations to the denominational schools
or, rather, bodics that have, throughout
the years, held their torch mmuch trying
to get British Guiana into the state tha:
is today?

The hen. Minister, just now, spoke
setting the best qualified rmchc.rw
enough ! fair encuth! But there

is sor ‘\:ihm;z else to b “Ume gihe
him another bit of oo A
matter to which 1 we, very ina
mately connected. ster the
Methodist  school at

East Coast. Demerara. \
again - fell  and  got  into o state of
disrepair. 1 was fortunate o obuain
a site  which  seemed 1o be abls to

accommodate the school, in the arca.

g0t hre‘ ~quarters of an acre, but the then
Dircector of Education said that that was
peeless-—that it would be impracticable
for o proper schoct with =i its attach-
ments 1o be run on that site.  The govern-

body had to acquire two acres: and
that, my hon. Friend. the Ministe
of Natural Resources. who was  then

Minister of Education, gave us the
lioht to go ahead with our p s 37Jnt§~« aaci
the school was completed about fwo
yenrs ago.  When the Cioverning Body
put all the cffort they did so as fo try
to get this school going again. they did
o on the premise, evidentlyv at the
moment false, that the government would
also play its part and continu¢ o honour
ifs ublfii'l[;(ﬂl such zs the one I have just
read to you.

Having explamed
tnek 1o the value of

¢ the years. tL
i

dothat, let us go
some of the sites

Let us take the one in
Wingston. The Church, there, collapaed
a few years our Governing Bods
did not want to honour, to its fullest, this
partnership arrangement —and the Gov.

o

T

1
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erning Body has had to control the size
of its Church so as to accommodate the
school. 1t is a very valuable property,
but so as to accommodate the Govern-
ment, it never entered into the minds of
the Management or the Governing Body
at all, that it must vary its arrangement
with the GCovernment, when trying to
make do with what was left. We did
this, again, in  the spirit of utmost co-
aperation and in trying to continuc the
partnership that has cxisted all these
years with the Government in this busi-
ness of cdacation.  And Sir, Ict me staic
here and now : It has not always becn
casy to do this.

The Church, or rather, its Govern-
ing Body, has accepted management of
211 the schools, ané such scrvices which
have been given freely, fully and at
fengih throughout the years, and we have
got reports from the Department. I sce
the Acting Director sitting there; he
knows it and has sent commendations,
paving tribute to the work of the schools
management, and these may be seen from
the reports by the Department over the
years. After all these cfforts we find
that Government has introduced a Bill
that.  with the stroke of the pen. will
oppose them. 1 sce the Minister shaking
his head. 1 shall be glad to be con-
vinced otherwise. [Interruption.] The
Minister shall have his opportunity, and
I shall be glad to be convinced other-
wisc.

The Minister says that these schools
do not always get the best qualified
teachers. It is an open question which
should come first; it is yet to be proven.
You may give a man all the learning it 1s
possibie for him to acquire, but, if he has
not the background of that necessary
moral fibre, L am afraid the chances are
be will put his acquired knowledge and
icaring, perhaps, not to the best use.
Yhat is wrong with religious lcarning and
religious knowledge? 1 fecl that our
: have been all the better for it as
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the years go by. Let us put it the other
way : if our people did not get the bencfit
of this religious baostering, our situation
today, whether it be considered good or
indifferent, would have been, in my judg-
ment, much worse.

The Minister spoke of integrating
the peoples of this Colony.  That is fair
enough. The Methodist Body, to which
I have been making reference, has always
done that. We have Hindus and Mus-
lims on our stafl—1 challenge anyonc to
say that my statement is incorrect—and
we have had them all through the years.
{Mr. Jai Narine Singh: “"Which vear?
P Shoud
you travel more, you would find out. We
have had themt in some of the Essesquibo
Islands’ schools, and 1 would like to pay
tribute to them for the work they have
donc in their schools. It is truc that we
have never had a non-Christian or a Mus-
Iim as a hcadteacher in our schools, but
their time will come.

If the Government feels so strongly
on this question of schools and of the
fact that promotion opportunitics arc not
given to non-Christians, then Govern-
ment controls the purse-strings and. |
hope, has the initiative for this situation.
There is a crying nced for more schools,
and 1 feel certain that if the proper
approach is made in this matter the num-
ber of schaols could be increased.

I observe that the Minister is rather
pleased to refer to places like Mexice
where, he says, there is a strong Roman
Catholic  influence. The schools in our
sctup is part of the machinery whercby
our people are made better citizens, If
the schools have done their job cfficiently.
I take it that every denomination has
cndeavoured to produce better citizens.
Our schools are used in the evening for
other cultural and community advance-
ments, and on Sundays we use the build-
ings for the purpose of holding Sunday
schools and somctimes church services,

M. Speakers  Your time is up.
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Mr. Fredericks: beg to move that
the hon. Nominated Memhe], Mr. Davis,
be given ten minutes more.

Mr. Bowman:
Motion.

I beg to second the

Question put, and agreed to.

Nir. Daviss Hon, Members. | thank
vou.  The Methodists have certain
strong  principles w0 which 1 shall
make reference in a few minutes. We
use the buildings for holding Sunday
Schools in the hope that we are making
a substantial contribution to young
citizens. When our Churches are in
disrepair, we use the schools for carry-
ing on our religious functions and ser-
vices, At the moment we are doing
that  at Kingston. The schools are
being us¢d two or three times a week

and on Sunday for the purpose of hold-
ing religious services. We have felt
afl through the years that it was fair re-
compense for our efforts to get along
with the Government to usc the schools
on our lands, even if the buildings were
put up out of Government funds. We
feel it is fair recompense for that privi-
fcoe,

Let us remember ong other similar
point:  some of these schools, to which
the hon. Minister has made special re-
ference, have been erected from funds
obtained from sources out of the Colony
~—from Colonial funds. That is another
moot point.  Hon. members will know

that 1 refer specifically to the grants
from C.D. & W. funds.
Plaisance is listed as one of the

schools to feel the weight of the hammer.
At the moment that school is over-
crowded. and T am  sure the Minister
knows that.  We accommodate 130
odd in the Church. In this business of
partnership, we try to make our fair
contribution not only in living up to the
letter of the law, but in spirit and in
deed. T would ask the Government to
do likewise.  Might is not always right;
et them remember that.
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Let us take another aspect of the
matter.  We ran into trouble with a
school at Johanna Cecelia in Essequibo,
which was deemed unsafe by the authori-
ties for carrying on school work. The
Church has hired a building, at some
expense, in order to carry en its under-
taking.  The Church is carrying on the
business of education at its own expense
in that far sector of Johanna Cecilia,
while it awaits the decision of the Gov-
ernment to do the right thing. We still
hope that the hon. Minister will see rea-
sen, and that  justice  will not only
be applied but will be dene in this matter
of dual control of schools. At the
moment [ am not saying that the system
is not in need of being streamlined and
brought up to date. I would be the first
to agree with the Minister if he says so,
but the answer i1s not to publish a Bill
and raise the heavy stick. My friend
here says~———

Mr. Speaker: Please do not take
notice of any remark—any aside.

Mr, Davis:  Very well, Sir. [ am
not saying that the system of dual con-
trol of schools is not in need of revision
or a stick in the arm. T am convinced
that it needs streamlining and more
realistic and modern thought, but it
should be done around the conference
table where there must be cvinced a
spirit of give and take. I cannot speak
tor all the Churches but I can speak for
the Church with which I am connected,
and 1 can assure the Minister that he
will always find the Governing Body of
the Methodist Church ready, willing and

anxious to do just that — to give and
take.

Mr, Fredericks:  This
tAmendment) Bill, 1960, is one of the
most dishonest, onc of the mest fla-
grantly unjust pieces of legislation ever
to be introduced into this Council under
the regime of the present communist-
inspired Government in power. [Applsuse
from the gallery]. And it is indeed sad to
think that this picce of legislation can
and will only become law because of the
votes of a few Members here who are

Education
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prepared to sacrifice the innocence of
little ones on the altars of their misguided
political aspirafions and ambitions.
Those Members refuse to accept the
stark facts of life—that it is accepted
communist technique to use and then
discard any stepping stones in order to
achieve their objective. And that ob-
jective, so far as education is concerned,
is the complete suppression and, if pos-
sible, the abolition of all religions and
the worship of the cult of materialism.
Conscguently, the  Members  who will
vote for this Bill, and who arc not mem-
bers of the People’s Progressive Party,
deserve the sympathy and compassion of
this Council.

The question of the dual control of
schools between the denominational
bodies and Government, has cngaged the
attention of past Governments of British
Guiana and has been the subject of dis-
cussion and much controversy over the
past two decades, and it would serve
no useful purpose to recount in this
Council the history of that leng-drawn-
out issue.  Suffice that it be said that
in 1946 the cstablishment of Schools Con-
trol Committees was agreed upon be-
tween the denominational bodies and
the Government. Those Committees
were to comprise of three members of
the denomination and two representatives
of the Government for each denomina-
tion, and these Schools Control Com-
mittees would have the complete man-
agement of the respective denominational
schools, including staffing.

The decision to establish Schools

Contro!  Committess was arrived at in
consultation with the British Guiana

Teachers’ Association who gave the idea
their blessing, and the principle of the
cstablishment of those Committees was
ratified by the Legislative Council in
February, 1946. It is sad to say that
the appropriate legislation was never
enacted. and the Schools Control Com-
mittees were never formed.

Also in 1946 a document known as
the Dual Control Agreement was drawn
up between the Government and the
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Governing Bodies, in which Government
undertook to vebuild and/or replace all
the dilapidated denominational schools
or those which were too old and had out-
lived their uscfulness, on the distinct
understanding that (1) the new replace-
ment schools were to remain the property
of the Government, (2) the lands on
which the schools stood. and which
form part of the schools, should be
leased to the Government for 99 years
at peppercorn reatals of  $5 per year,
Not included in the agreement but dis-
tinctly understood was that those re-
placement schools would remain under
the control of the respective denomina-
tions.  To say, as the Minister has said.
that it was implied in the agreement
that the replacement schools were to be
under Government control, is to put a
talse interpretation on and is contrary
to the spirit in which the agreement
was made. It is unthinkable, unreason-
able and illogical to assume that the de-
nominational bodies would ever have
consented to have the replacement
schools under Government control.

The hon. Minister of Community
Development and Education is a man of
courage. He sheuld have come out and
said boldly that it is the intention of his
Government to implement the avowed
policy of its Leader who claims that he is

a Marxist. Karl Marx has said that
religion is the opium of the people. The

Minister has stated that out of the ful-
ness of his heart he would permit a
teacher appointed by the denomination
to give religious instruction in each de-
nominational school taken over.  What
he has not said. but what I am told
took place during the discussion, is that
that concession would only be granted
if the denuminations agreed to centinue
the peppercorn rental of 55 per year
tor the land. What blackmail, what
afirontery, what degrading tactics to be
resorted to by a supposedly responsible
Government!

The Minister stated that the tea-
chers are not happy; that they cannot
find avenues for promotion in their own
densminationad  schools. Assuming
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that what he has said is correct, where
will Government find the qualified head-
teachers and deputy  headteachers  for
the 25 new schools which his Govern-
ment has stated pubiicly that it proposes
to build each year?  Those new schools
could  have provided avenues for  pro-
motion of these teachers and would have
also provided places for those Hindus
and Muslims who cannot now find pro-
motion in the demominational schools.
no one, as far as I know, has ever pre-
vented the Hindus or Muslims from
building their own schosls, and if they
have not done  so they have only them-
selves to b)ume.

Government  should  give financial
aid to the Hindus and Muslims to en-
courage them to build their own schools.
fn the political party to which T belong
I have advocated such o measure which
is not new. It has been adopted suc-
cessfully by the Tanganyikan Gm,mn,uv
which has given financial aid to Muslims
to build schools, so that the number of
Muslim schools in rzlation to the Mus-
Hm popum’ion of the country would be
on par with that of the Christian pepula-
tion.

The present Government does not
seek a solution {0 the problem of duai
control of schools. The present situa-
tion is tailor-made for  the Government
to expioit for its own end-—the siulti-

fying of all religious growth, which is
the enemy of Godless communism. There

s no

such thing as a nen-religious
Education is a Tiving ‘zhim;{; it
yw out of the substance of Ufe it-
) ';; chool is not deneminatio

phy

has said th a teacher v
to give religions instmci%en in a Govern-
ment controlicd school. He k‘nowx; as well
as I do that that is im nrm‘im,d and
that the e s would ?c use-
less, I mo relivion s i;‘; ghi th

matically a new se}y on is

u«,,

oy
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religion wilt be the cult of matertalisi,
which would be  mevitable in non-
denominational schools,

, the materialist interprets every-
thing inst o background which does
not fum&f the reality of an all-wise and
superior Being All that matiers o the
aterialist is the pride of  position and
wn of material progress,

days of stiess and sirain
many forces undermining
starlards of  youth——az the
for example,  Parents in British
acotely aware of the mm:m
sroper religious training,
ally in the formative ycars of a child whon
he is at primary school level, and the
catastrophe of juvenile detinguency has
its roots in the failure of ¢ oys and airls
to erow up in grace and wisdom before
God and man. And if religions training
is withheld or, iIn any "s vay, restricted
then such education rmust and will e
‘hrnuwh a despiritualizing mu cess which,
creates o fertile field for
communisn;  and  the
objective of any such despiritualized
educa to mould  the minds of

Guiana
d for

bildren  to believe  that ‘hﬁv are
mnimals and nothing more. By separ-
1o religion from  education, children

1101 ?‘!c ine

d to believe thar they are
ms made in the image of

If there is no morality,
can bz no other law but that of

Parents In  British  Guiana have
always relied on education as provided
‘*; dene ntiza stional  schonls  to obtain
for their children, 2 clear concept of
morality dedica sted to the belicf that the
universe is created by definite laws —
the laws of God—~and the
t} ese laws incor a nmm“y
from that of the laws of the
cation in its iruest sm%c” must not On}v
train the will, but must also frain the in-
tellect 1o ny oo welldi mpf ned  and
,wu—mt ara individual,  recognizi HQ
f of a personal  God :
the proposition: ™

violation of
quite apart
jand. Edu-

&
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does it profit a man if he gains the
whole world and suffers the loss of his
own soul?”

Mr. Speaker, this type of education
is absolutely mnecessary. The preserva-
tion of democracy demands that we must
introduce in our class rooms, religious
truths which form the very basis of our
existence. We cannot, -we must not
abandon our children to the evil designs
of those whose gospel is hate and
materialism. We have to see that they
grow up in an atmosphere conducive to
the democratic way of life. Today, the
very basis of our society involves recog-
nition of the proper use of the rights and
responsibilitics we reccive from God.

The Minister  has
America. 1 would draw the Council’s
attention to a clause in the American
Declaration of Independence, in which
it states that to secure those rights, gov-
ernments are instituted among men.
The source of democracy is God; and
we cannot presérve our democratic way
of life if we are to permit our children
to be trained in Government schools and
grow up as Pagans, deprived of religious
training.

referred to

The educational crisis in British
Guiana is primarily an economic one,
as the resources of the denominational
bodies cannot afford te pay decent tea-
chers’ salaries and also to build, main-
tain and upkeep proper school build-
ings. But simple justice demands that
Government should undertake this func-
tion, and all taxpayers have an obliga-
tion to see that all schools in the coun-
try give religious training; and in so far
as the denominational schools are con-
cerned, they be allowed control of the
schools to teach their particular religions.

The hon. Minister has stated that
the present Bill seeks far less than he
has originally asked for. He and his
Party, Mr. Speaker, are fooling no ene.
Today, primary schools; tomorrow,
secondary schools.  Their ultimate aim
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is complete abolition and suppression of
all religious training.  And it is indeed
pitiful that the Hindus and Muslims are
not fully alive to this fact. May they
awake from their slumber before it is too
late ! May the Christians alse under-
stand, that if the present Government
returns to power-—{Mr. Benn: “Which
it will.’]  De not be sure—there will be
no place for Christianity in their scheme
of things. The Christian denominations
should realize this fact which should
stimulate them to purposeful and organ-
ized resistance against the insidious
growth of communism in British Guiana.

Mr, Hubbard: Mr. Speaker, the
proposition before us this afternoon is a
very, very limited one. It is the pre-
position that certain schools, which are
at present carrying on in buildings con-
structed at Government’s expense, should
be turned over to the Government for
complete control in view of the fact that
the Government has been, for a number
of years, paying the salarics of the teach-
ers in those schools and in view of cer-
tain other needs which must be met in
order to improve our educatisnal system.
But our discourse has proceeded along
much wider lines and, as is often the case
in propositions which we come to de-
bate in this Council, emotion rather than
reason is the precept of some of the Mem-
bers here.

The last two speakers, both repres-
entatives of religious bodies who will be
dispossessed of their right to manage cer-
tain schools, and the emotion they put—

Mr. Fredericks: To a point of
correction. I am not a representative of
any denominational body.

Mr, Hubbard: 1 stand corrected,
Your Honour—representatives or spokes-
men. Sir, the emotion which they in-
jected into their speeches has fed me to
search my mind to discover whether
there is something deeper underlying
their opposition than what appears from
the purpose of this Bill.
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My friend, the hon, Nominated
Member, Mr. Fredericks, opened his dis-
course with a vituperative outburst, which
included me since I am a supporter of
this Bill. Let me say this: that I have
controverted with the advocates of dual
control long before any member of this
Government was active in politics. 1
have taken my stand against dual  con-
trol because I look at education as a
very important social objective.  Educ-
ation, Sir, is a process of imparting know-
fedge to draw out ability. That is what

education is. The difficulty we encoun-
ter when we entrust this to religious
bodies, is that they have preconceived

notions about what knowl ed;ﬁt &huu]d be
imparted for the drawing out of ability.

We have not forgotten that when
Galileo first propounded his heretical
theory that the world was round, he was
threatened with being burnt, and had to
withdraw it. | Mr. Bornham: “Not
Galileo, Copernicus.”™].  So wvaliant an
advocate of religious control in the
schools as Father Fenn has admitted in
public that the Church made a mistake
about Galileo.  Education must, there-
fore, be entrusted to an authority which
has  no  preconceived notions  abouf
knowiedge.

The next point that 1 wish to deal
with is the insistence by some Members
that religious instruction or rather reli-
gious control of schools is necessary, if
we are to have good citizens.  Their in-
sistence and, indecd, their esmoetionalism
on this point have driven me fo consult
a document which is part of our history.
I have here “The Demerara Martyr”,
Memoirs of the Rev, John Smith. 1In a
Pre-factory Note prepared by Mr. L
Graham (xmckshan? Superiniendent of
Government  Archives, is: reproduced
the letter of instructions handed to the
Rev. John Smith as he was about to
commence s ministry in British Gui-
ana. 1 should ke to read it Tt states:

“In the discharge of vour Mission-
ary duty you may meet with difficuities
almost peculiar 1o the West Indies or
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Coleniss where Slaves are emploved in
ihe culture of the eavth, and other ia-
borious employment.

Some of the Gentlemen
the Estates, the Masters of the Slaves,
are unfriendly to their instruction; at
teast they are jealous lest, by any mis-
management, on the part of tho mission-
aries, or misendersianding on the part
of the Wegroes, the public peace and
safety would be endangered. You must
take the utmost care to prevent the possi-
bility of this cvil, Not o word must os-
cape vou, in public or i whic
might render the Slaves o
their Masters, or dissatisficd h their
Station. You are not sent (o relieve
them from their servile condition, but o
afford them the consol s of reli
and to enforce upon them the necessity
for being subject rmt only for wrath hut

who own

with

for conscience * (Rom. 13, 5, and
Peter 2, 19).
The Holy Gospel vou preach will

render the Siaves who ie c;m it the more
ditigent, faithful, patient and usefnl Ser-
vants, will render severe discipline un-
necessary, and make them the most vahs.
able Siaves on the and thus you
will recommend vois nd ﬂm* Minis-
try even to thosc {sxu !m mas
have been averse ¢ the

tion of the Negroes.
assured that this happy effe
been preduced in many

we trust vou will be the
strument of producing many

nwnom ed in-

more "

It seems to me that these instruc-
tions give us the key to the great hate
that is engendered over the proposition
that some rational management should
be applied to so important a sector of
our social life as education. I am not
unmindful of the fa
this document, and ¢
had our uphe(n“i in
pcople  voted it was
said, and the (kn' mm m* that the\ had
voted in had to %39 thrown out, that one
of the first acts of the persons who took
over the Government v to see fo it
that an additional rcligious programme
was  broadcast over the radio  every
weck,  That is how we got our Wednes-
day night religious programme,

cts when [ look at
call that when we
1053

W hen the

I bave nothing againgt  the
Churches.  The Church, after all, 1s the
political  manifestation  of  the  in-
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dividual’s desire to meet his God and
worship Him in a reclationship with
others. But [ do resent individuals
coming here and suggesting to us that
what was appropriate in the days of the
appointment of the Rev. John Smith is
appropriate in these days — it cannot

RV

My iriend, the hon. Nominated
Member (Mr. Fredericks) told us that
“God is the foundation of democracy™.
He must certainly have forgotien his

English, because God is the foundation
of theocracy; the people is the founda-

tion of democracy. The people in the
schools which will be taken under Gov-
ernment management by this Bill will
have their right to religious instruction.
‘They wiit have the right to practise their
religion, and they will have the right to
acquire knowledge without any inhibi-
tions, without let or hindrance, without
any prior considerations as to how this
knowledge fits in with any preconceived
notions of the world.

I think it is high time that we get
away from this practice of calling by an
ugly name something that we do not
like, and cannot rationally arguc against.
I think it is high time also that wc pro-
duce at the Table of this Council ra-
tional rather than emotional approaches
{o the problems that we have to con-
sider.  After all, we have a great respon-
sibility, and it is only by using reason
and judgment that we can improve the
conditions of the people of this country,
and make a contribution to the world
at a level which will help us to live in
peace and progress towards a better life.

N

“'Mr., Jacksom: Twice during the
course of his remarks on the introduc-
tion of this Bill, the Minister of Com-
munity Development and Education re-
ferred to the fact that when the Member
for Georgetown Central was the Minis-
ter of Education in 1933 and a member
of the People’s Progressive Party, he un-
dertook to abolish dual control of
schools. Tt is my view that this does
not smbarrass the Member for George-
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town Central, for he was a member of a
political party which was sworn and is
still sworn to the abolition of the dual
control of schools. His function, there-
fore, was to carry out the policy of the
party of which he was a member at the
time. Therefore, it seems unfair to me
for the Minister to make that statement
in this Council, when he knows that the
Member for Georgetown Central is new
not only a member of another political
party, but he happens to have the proud
honour and distinction of being its
ieader.

As I distened to him and looked
across the  Table, I felt a great deal of
sympathy for three Members of the
Government who are bound to vote in
favour of this Bill. Are they Members
of the party to which the Minister be-
longs?  When they vote in favour of
this Bill, will they be accused, as the
Member for Central Georgetown has
been accused, of not being in favour of
the dual control of schools? It is un-
fortunate that they find themselves in
this Council in the circumstances, for |
am confident that in their heart of
hearts, if they were to be asked indi-
vidually outside of this Council, each
would say that he is not in favour of
the abolition of dual contro} of schools.
[ have been informed that two of them
are members of the Anglican Church,
and onc is a member of the Roman
Catholic faith — all three of them are
committed to the policy which the
Church pursues,

[t is not the first time these officials
of the Government have found them-
selves in this embarrassing position.  On
another occasion, before ‘this Govern-
ment was in officc and in power, there
was a Bill to provide financial aid to
secondary schools,  When it was intro-
duced, the Officer introducing it said
that it was the best scheme which was
ever thought possible for the assistance
of education in this country.” No less
than a year after he had made that state-
ment, he had to conte back in this Coun-
cil and vote with the Government for a
change of policy in that direction.
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I know that at the stréet corners
the statement which has been made
against the Member for Georgetown

Central is being peddied, but 1 Tittle
thought it would have been peddled herc
this aftcrnoon, when one knews that in
party government every member of the
party must follow the policy of the
party, and if he does not he has to leave
the party. That is, in my view, onc of
the rcasons why the Member for George-
town Central left the People’s Progres-
sive Party; he was not in agreement
with their views in some directions. It
scems to me unfair and wrong that some
Members should take such an opportu-
nity as this to accuse another Member
of the Council of somcthing which he
did when he was following the policy of
the party to which he does not now be-
long.

Having said that, let us put the
record straight. This Bill has nothing
to do with dual control of schools.
ff 1 heard him correctly, the hen.
Minister  of  Community  Develop-
ment and Education said so. If 1 am
wrong he is there to correct me.
He said that the Bill has to do with the
taking over of school buildings which
were erccted out of funds provided by
the Government. Therefore, let us put
the Bill in its true perspective. Be-
causc the Government has not been suc-
cessful in getting the Denominations to
accept the abolition of the system of
dual control of schools, which was put
to them, Government has adopted the
attitude of “This building is ours. We
are going to take it away.” That is the
pattern, and I accept the Minister’s view
that this Bill has nothing to do with the
abolition of dual control. It is there-
fare a pegative attitude on the part of
Government in bringing this Bill before
the Council. t am inclined to accept
the opinion of one hon. Member., that it
is tantamount to blackmail.

Whese funds have been spent on
these buildiugs? Were they the funds
of this country? Have those buildings
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been erccted with funds provided cn-
tirely by this country, or has the Im-
perial Government contributed a portion
of the meney? Considerable grants of
money have been made from time to
time to this country and to other col-
onial territorics from the Colonial De-
velopment and Welfare Fund on the un-
derstanding that a small portion of the
amount required for a particular project
is put up by the Government of the
territory. Is it a fact that all of thesc
school  buildings have been erccted
mainly out of C.ID. & W. funds? If
that is a fact, has the Imperial Govern-
ment given any indication of its agree-
ment with the present policy of the Gov-
crnment with respect to thesc buildings
in the crection of which C.D. & W. funds
have been spent?

If Government has found it im-
possiblc to sccurc agreement with the
Denominations on the type of control
which it should have on the schools 1
think some other form of action should
have becn taken. 1If it is true that the
Denominations were under the impres-
sion and wecre given guarantecs that the
school buildings erected by Government
would have been put under their con-
trol, on the understanding that the land
would be feased by them to Government
at $5 per year for 99 years, why is Gov-
ernment now breaking] faith with the
Churches concerned?  Those Mcembegs
who have spoken before me, and I think
the Churches themselves have made the
point, that on all occasions they have
been told that the school buildings which
were being erected from local as well as
Imperial Government funds would re-
main under the control of the Denomi-
nations. If that is correct, why should
this Government try to repudiate the
assurance given by previous Govern-
ments?  Why should it try to destroy
the understanding and  goodwill which
has been  built up over the years? |If
such an undertaking was given — and 1
have every reason to believe it was
given - then Government should not
pursue this Bill.
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Government should realize that it
is moral that a succeeding Government
should endeavour to carry eut in many
respects the policy ef the Government
that preceded it. I say “in many re-
spects”, for there might be some respects
in which the policy of the previous Gov-
ernment might have been against the
majority of the people and in the inter-
est of a small minority, and it might be
necessary for the succeeding Gevern-
ment to alter what was done by its pre-
decessor. It does not appear to me that
it is so in this case, because not only
Christians but people of all religious be-
liefs share in the benefits derived from
those schools. In my childhood it was
my good fortune and privilege to have
attended schools where there were not
only Christian but Hindu and Muslim
pupils.  They received from those
schools education which made them men
and women of stature and importance,
and when I look across to the other side
of the Table I realize that everyone in
this Chamber, whether born in this
country or not, has at some point of

time received education through the
Christian Church.
At the beginning the Christian

Church was the only body which was
interested in the education of the people
of this country, and whether it was the
education ef slaves, as my friend, the
hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Hubbard,
has just read to us -— whether it was
to encourage them in slavery or other-
wise, it is a fact that they received edu-
cation which has now been passed down
from their day and generation unto us.
Perhaps if other people in other fields
were in this country as long as the Chris-
tians were, they too would have es-
tablished schools for the education of
children not only of their ewn faith but
of other faiths, because we know that
what drew parents and their children to
certain schools was not the denomina-
tions but the teachers, some of whose
names were household names in this
country because of their abihty.
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It is not a crime committed by the
Christian Churches when they started
education in this country. We disagree
with them in many things, and perhaps
we disagree with them too in the manner
in which they run their schools, but is
that any reason for us to say that they
have been doing these things which are
evil, as has been said by one of the pre-
vieus speakers? I do not agree with
the suggestien that slaves were educated
for the furtherance of slavery, because it
was education which caused them to re-
bel against slavery. If I were not sent
to school 1 would not have been able to
stand up and defend what 1 consider to
be a right cause. Let us therefore give
credit where it is due. Let us admit that
throughout the ages, as far as our coun-
try is concerned, our education has
been largely and primarily provided by
the Church.

I understand — and the hon. Nomi-
nated Member, Mr, Davis, has made the
point — that when the Kingston Metho-
dist school was being rebuilt the Church
authorities were very careful to ensure
that whatever Government proposed te
do would not take away their rights as

regards control of the school. And that
guarantee was given the Methodist
Church that on the <¢rectien of that

building, the Church would have re-
tained control and management of that
school. That was not so long ago. Is
that on paper? Could it be found in
the Minutes of the meeting of the Gov-
erning Body and the Education Depart-
ment? Are all these things untrue? If
it is on the file of the Education Depart-
ment that that assurance was given the
Churches of this Colony, why should
the Government want to destroy that
assurance? Has Government no regard
for assurances given; and if it has no re-
gard for assurances given why should it
expect that other people would have re-
gard for agreements?

if the Church was given an under-
taking that it would be paid lease for
99 years at $5 per year then, and those
leases were not €xecuted, whose duty it
was to see that the leases were intro-
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duced? I 1t was the Churches” and they
did not do so, then it was Government’s
right to say- “Let us haye the leases
prepared. it was the duty of the Gov-
ernment, then Government has  blun-
dered, in that it has not taken steps to
prepare the Jeases for the land upon
which the huildings are erccted. Both
parties. perhaps, are at fault, 1t was left
to both of theny to ensure that the leases
were made. I the Governmeny was at
fault. then why should it now come to
this Council and say: “The Churches Jid
not prepare the leases for us™.

Supposing the Churches, in  de-
fiance of the Government, were ta say:
“Since we have got the buildings on the
understanding that we would control
and manage the schools and you are go-
ing to take them away from us contrary
to the agrecment made between us, then
the land is ours, take your buildings off
the tand”, fet us sec what will be the
poswion.  The Churchies, perhaps, can
break their agreement, too, if they want
to and they can the Government in
a much more di  ult position, for the
Government would not be able, within
a very short time, to find land upon
which to erect buildings for the edu-
cation of the children who attend those
schools.

It is right that we, here, should cri-
ticize the policy of the Government.
That s if we do not agree with the
policy. We do not agree with this
policy which is being introduced here
today because we believe if it is
accepted by this Council, this Council
would be doing an immora} act.  While
1 Is true we are supposed to make laws

as we  wish and as we  think, we
ought, also,  to  give considesstion

to what 15 moral. and if it is going
to be felt and held as an act of immorak
ity, then this Council and the Govern-
ment ought to say that this Bill should
no longer be proceeded with.

Iin spite of the Ministers deter-
nunation to bring this Bill here this

15TH DECEMBER, 1960 ([ Anendiment) Bill

142

afternoon; in spite of his knowledge of
what has transpired between himself and
the Church on the abolition of dual con-
trol, he ought to sez that from his very
speech, by which he opened the intro-
duction of the Bill, he admitted that it
has nothing 1o do with the dual control
of schools. it has, as he said, to do
with taking these schools and putting
them under separate management, be-
cause the buildings belong to Govern-
ment.  Had this been done before he
attempted to secure the abolition of dual
control, then it would be a different
thing; but to do it after he has failed to
get the aboliton of dual contrel, is a
dangerous thing, and it is something he
ought to consider and say: I shall ad-
vise my colleagues that the Bill ought
to be withdrawn.

Mr. Beharry: [ am not supporting
this Bili. First of all. if we were to
look at the education or the history ol
education in this country, it would be
seen that it has a Christan history.
Every Member of this Council, save the
American lady sitting on the other side,
has been the recipient of Christian edu-
cation or education in a  Christian
school.

Mr. Speaker: | think I must have
told you how Members are to be re-
ferred to in this Council.

Nir. Beharry: 1 apologize, Sir.
should have said the Minister of Labour,
Health and  Housing. Mr.  Speaker;
what does this Bill seek to correct? What
is wrong with the education or the edu-
cational system in our couniry today, a
system, as I said, that has made history
of our education. The Government, as
has been pointed out rightly by the hon.
Nominated Member, Mr. Fredericks, is
deliberately sceking to bring in a new
systent, a new social systenm. and this is
just an excuse, a deliberate oxcuse
must say, to destroy religious teachings

I warned the Muslims and Hindus
of this country, today the sickle has
fallen on the Christiun bodics of this
country. Why has it fallen on the
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Christians?  We have to separate them
if we are to destroy religion. And the
Christians have been deliberately se-

lected because the Christians are the
best organised in this country. [f you

destroy the Christians, it is easy 1o
attack the other less organised religions.

I find myself in a different position
than those Members who have spoken
on' this particular Bill. Several Mem-
bers, spcaking on this Bill, have been
defending the various denominations to
which they belong. Unfortunately, I
defend no Christian faith. I am not a
Christian. I speak on this as T see the
issuc facing my country. Tt has been
said that these schools which the Minis-
ter intends to take over—I was tempted
to say “confiscate”, because that is what
the Bill should have had — are not new
schools in a sense. They were there be-
fore, That is what you have to con-
sider — whether Christians, Muslims or
Hindus. All these schools are just re-
placements of schools that were already
there.  Government saw the necessity of
increasing space which was badly necded
and assisted the various denominations
with  the burden of building these
schools.

Schools are not built with buttons.
They cost large sums of moncy, and
every onc of these schools is 1o be taken
over —— every onc of thesc schools that
was originally built out of the pennies of
the various denominations. And I want
to warn the Muslims and Hindus that
the hammer aad sickle may fall on them
next. 1 say this without fear of con-
tradiction, that if these schools were
owned by Hindus or Musiims this Gov-
crnment would not have introduced a
Bill f this nature, because this Govern-
ment draws its entire support from the
Indian community of this country. A
recent example of what [ am saying right
now has been this Government’s insti-
tuted legislation zoning rice mills. Thu
cuts right across the support of ths
present Goverament. They realized that
they would have lost votes, because the
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majority of the people planting rice are
Indians, and we saw them removing that

and retained at all cost.

This Bill does not cut across their
supporters, henee let the Bill be brought
before the legislature. Even Members
sitting among  the “Opposition™  aspir-
ing to political honours, aspiring to em-
ployment-—some people obtain employ-
ment by getting into this Legislature.
Their conscience tells them that what
this Bill proposes to do will be wrong,
but they have to support it because some
of them need employment.

It has been argued that the salaries
of the tcachers are being paid by the
taxpayers. That is also a basis of the
argument. The Minister should have said

‘that the schools built were replacements,

but he did not say so. The next argument
put forward which sounds = very sympa-
thetic to the ears of Muslims and Hindus
is: “Why shouldn’t we take away these
schools?” The taxpayers pay the salaries
of the teachers, thercfore it is fair that
we should employ teachers who are non-
Christians. Muslims  and  Hindus are
non-Christians  and we must previde
employment for you, because you are
our supporters”. Employment should
not be gencrated by taking away
schools.  This proves that the Govern-
ment has failed to satisfy  the cmploy-
ment necds of this country.

What has the Government done to
provide employment for the pcople of
this country? Theusands of children are
leaving school daily who need employ-
ment. Is this the way Government pro-
poscs to find employment for them? lIs
Government going to employ our child-
ren by giving them jobs in the various
schools? In order to satisfy its sup-
porters this Government is going to take
away Christian schools in order that
non-Christians can obtain employment.
I will never stand for this. It is the con-
tributions from - Christians that have
built these schools. What is wreng with
the Government making contributions in
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the same way as the Christians? The
Christians have made a contribution by
building schools 10 make the people

literate.  What is wrong in Govern-
ment paying the teachers in these
schools? The Churches are doing

what the Government should have done.
The Government has failed the people
of this country. It should have built
schoels to satisfy the needs of the people,
but it should not take away the schools
from religious denominations who are
making an effort to satisfy the educational
needs of this country. All true and good
citizens have every right to assist, and as
Christians they have done a good job.

What is  wrong with Government
paying the teachers? Imagine the idiocy
of this Government saying that it is tax-
payers’ money that is used for paying
teachers!  Are Christians not taxpayers
in this country? Can the Christians be
charged with discrimination in thesc
schools? These Christian Schools, run by
Christian bedies, open  their doors to
non-Christians, Hindus and Muslims.
Have they ever said that they do not
want Muslims or Hindus in their
schools? Then why should not the

salaries of the teachers be paid by this
Government?

The building of schosls and the
education of the children should never
have been the responsibility of the
Church. This is a poor country. When-
ever the leader of the Majority Party
opens his mouth, he talks about the
starving people  of  this country. He
knows that the people need employment.
I say that the Government should have
continued to adopt the policy of en-
couraging religious and social bodies to
build schools, and it would have been re-
lieved of the expenditure of large sums of
money which could be used for provid-
ing alternative employment for people
who need work,

The policy of this Government
should have been to create enthusiasm
on the part of the religious denomina-
tions and social organizations. so that
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they would put their shoulders to the
wheel and build more schools.  So long
as the schools will be open to any indi-
vidual, irrespective of his religion, let
us encourage the people to build more
schools.  The Government shoutd pay
the salaries of the tcachers and be re.

tiecved of the great burden of viding
schools for educating the peop in this

country. That is a realistic approach to
the matter.

Some people do  not know that
there are two ways to spend money: the
economical way, and the other way of
wasting it.  Some people will waste
money, and others will spend it econ-
omically. Economical spending is also
tied up with proper planning. 1 will not
accept the excuse that because Govern-
ment is paying the teachers, it has the
right to take over these schools and
make the necessary appointments or
promotions in them.

Today 1 heard the Minister of
Community Development and Educa-
tion referring to the iniquities of the sys-
tem of dual control. He said that an
Anglican Headteacher will never be al-
lowed to serve in a Catholic school as a
Headteacher.  But I still prefer the pre-
sent system than to have a system
whereby in Government schools you will
not be allowed any promotion or any
transfer from one school to another un-
less you are a member of the P.P.P. 1
prefer the present system to the system
whereby top promotions will not be
given unless a teacher can toe the Com-
munist line, or can teach Communism
or Marxism for that matter.

Of course the Minister has paid
very little attention to the Teachers’
Organization-—he has no regard for them.
His desire is to serve his party; his
desire to serve his party is so great, that
he did not take the Teachers’ Associa-
tion into consideration.  How can you

disassociate schools and teachers from
schools? That is impossible.  Some

people are blind in their ideology.
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The hon., Nominated Member, Mr.
Hubbard, spoke about emotion and emo-
tionalism.  Who is more emotional than
the hon. Nominated Mcember in his re-
marks? No rational arguments were put
forward, but everything said by him was
a fine display of emotionalism.  Of
course I cxcuse him for his actions, al-
though he has accused other Members of
emotionalism.

The Minister said that the British
Guiana Teachers” Association has not
agreed to the abolition of dual conirol
of schools.  The Minister of  Com-
munity Development and Education has
no knowledge of the theory of education;
he is a jurist.  What authority has he so
far as cducation is concerncd?  He
should have taken the advice of his edu-
cation officers who arc best qualified to
advise him on education. 1 thought
that the Minister would have taken their
advice before introducing this Bills

I was surprised when I heard the
hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Davis,
drawing the attention of this Council to
the fact that a school at Beterverwagt-
ing cannot accommodate the children,
and that it was necessary for the denoni-
ination to accommodate some of the
children in a Church. [r. Raiz “A
school at Plaisance.”]

Mr. Speaker: think he referrved
to Plaisance.

Mr. Beharvy: ! thank you very
much, Sir.  The hon. Minister has also
corrected me. I am not a Christian and
I do not know very much about these
Christian  schools, other than what 1
have read academically. [An Fon.
Member:  “Then why are you talking
so much? Who told you what to say?”}.
it is merely 2 matter of principle that
we arc dealing with. s it not touching
to hear the hon. Nominated Member say-
ing that Christians  and non-Christian
children had to be accommodated in  a
Church, because there is not suffi-
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cient space in the school to educate
them?  What more does the Minister of
Community Development and Education
want regarding the contribution these
people are making te cducation in this
country?

I charge the Minster with not hav-
ing sought the initiative to creatc the
incentive for Churches to build “schools
for him.  He could usc some of the
money which he has carmarked for mak-

ing more fands available to people.
The Government should  concentrate

more on finding employment for  the
people and the children who wilt coon be
feaving school.  These schools are turn-
ing out thousands of children cvery
every year, and the school population is
greater than the adult population.
What is the Government doing? [Mrs.
Jagan: “We are no longer taking advice
from you.”] Another reason given by
the Minister of Community Development
and Education for taking over these
schools, s that he wants to sec an im-
provement in the educational system of
the country. He did not elaborate on
this point; he did not explain the matter
—-1 do not know whether he wants me
to assume what his party believes in,
inasmuch as | know he does not believe
mn 1t

! have not heard any arguments
advanced by the Minister to show why
the taking over of these schools from the
Christian bodies will result in a better
system of cducation for the children of
this country. I cannot sce that the
taking over of schools by Government
will improve the present system of edu-
cation. The Minister has sent a letter,
ihrough the Director of Education, to
the scheols Government intends to take
over. to tell the teachers employed by
the denominations concerned that if they
so desire they can continuc to teach
those schools.

Mr. Speaker:  You have a few
minutes more. If you can conclude
your remarks within that time you can
g0 on,
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Mr, Behsrry: This is a two-hour

attack, Sir,

Wir. Speaker:
permission.

You will have to get

Mr. Beharry: On a  previous
ocgasion the Government Members threw
out a Motion to permit me (o continue
speaking. | do not mind if they do it
again,  The Minister said  that this
taking over of the schools will make for
improved education. [ have said that
a letter was sent by the Director of Edu-

cation giving the teachers of those
schools the option to continue their
service,  What an injustice to the tea-

chers who have scrved in those schools
and scrved them well! If those teachers
feel as strongly about the take-over as I
do, it would mean unemployment for
them. They have no alternative.

We would all like to see our coun-
try developed.  Ninety per cent. of the
Members of this Council speak absut
development cvery time they address
this Council, because a large number of
people necd work.  Why should Gov-
ernment continue to spend more money
in the social sector when there is a grow-
ing need for more expenditure in the eco-
nomic sector?  As | have said over and
over in this Legislature, the unemploy-
ment situation in this country, because
of the bungling of this Government,
will get worse every year. But [ guess
that next vear we will sce a  small in-
crease in employment after August, be-
causc the membership of the Legislature
will be increased. 1 know that the
People’s Progressive Party will make a
very great contribution towards relieving
the unemployment situation.
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One of the points made by the
Minister to justify the taking over of
certain schools is that since Mexico has
done it, it is quite all right for British
Guiana. When we were debating the
Cuban timber deal it was argued by
Government that if Nehru, of India, and
Col. Nasser, of Egypt, could trade with
cemmunist countries, it was quite al-
right for Jagan to trade with Cuba, but
[ pointed out that, unlike the leaders of
our Government, both Nehru and Nasser
are against cormmunism.

My, Speaker: [ think your time is
up. There will have to be a motion
to enable you to continue.

Mr. Bowman: [ move that the
hon. Member be allowed to continuce for
another 15 minutes.

Mr. Campbell:
Motion.

I beg to second the

Question put, and agreed to.
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Speaker: The hon, Member can
continue  to speak for another 15
minutes, but not this afternoon, as [ am
going to take the Adjournment now.

The Chief Secretary: | move that
Council adjourn until  two o’clock to-
MOrrow.

Council adjourned at 5.10 p.m.
until 2 p.m. on Friday, 16th December,
1960,
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