SECOND  LEGISLATIVE COUNCI

{Censtituted under the British Guiana {Constitution} (Temporary Provisions) Ovders

in Council, 1953 and 1956).
Friday, 16th December, 1960
The Council met at 2 p.m.
PRESENT :
Speaker, His Honour Sir Donald Jackson
Chiet Secrefary, Hon, Major 1. O, Smith, O.B.E. (Acting)
Attorney-General, Hon. AL M. 1, Austin. Q.C.
Finamcial Secretary, Hon. W P. D’Andrade.

The Honourable B, . Benn —Member for Essequibo River
(Minister of Natural Resources)

—-Member for Western Essequibo

ex officio

Janet Jagan

Ram Karran

(Minister of Labour, Health and
Housing)
—Member for Demeraru-Essequibo
{Minister of Communications and

Works)

" B. S, Rai —Member for Central Demerara

(Minister of Community Development

and Education).
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W. O, R. Kendall
R. C. Tello
¥, Bowman

L. F. S. Burpham, Q.C.

S. Campbell

A. L, Jackson

E. B. Beharry

5, M. Safice
Ajodha Singh

Jai Marine Singh
R. E, Davis

A. M. Fredericks
H. J. M. Hubbard

~=Member for New Amsterdam
——Nominated Member

s Member for Demerara River
— Member for Georgetown Central
—Member for North Western District
—Member for Georgetown North
— Member for Eastern Demerara
—Member for Western Berbice

-~ Member for Berhice River
~—Member for Georgetown South
— Nominated Member

— Nominated Member
—Nominated Member.

Mr. 1. Crum Ewing -— Clerk of the Legislature

Mr. E. V. Viapree — Assistant Clerk of the Legislature.

ABSENT :
The hon. Dr. C. B. Jagan —— Minister of Trade and Industry —- on leave
Mr. A. G. Tasker, O.B.E. — Nominated Member — on leave.

The Clerk read prayers.



133 Oral Asking And
MINUTES

The Minutes of the mecting of the
Council held on Thursday, 15th Decem-
ber, 1960, as printed and circulated. were
confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Me. Speaker:  Hon. Members, |
wish to announce the composition of the
Swtanding  Commitlees  for  the  new
sessian®

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE
Mr. W, O, R, Kendall, Mr., F
Bowman. Mr. A. L. Jackson, Mr.

H.oOLM,
O.B.E.

Hubbard, Mr. A. G. Tasker,

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

The hon. 3. S. Rai, Minister of
Community Development and Education;

Mro b FUS. Burnham, Q.C.. Mr. R. C.
Fello, Mro Ajodha Smgh., Mr. Jai Narine
Singh.

HOUSE COMMITTEE

The hon. Ram Karran, Minister of
Conununications and Work; hon, B. S,
Rai, Minister of Community Develop-
ment and Education; Mr, R, E. Davis.
ORAL ASKING AND ANSWERING

OF QUESTIONS

[JIISMISSALS AND RESIGNATIONS
oF PrisoN OFFICERS

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Nominated
Member, Mr. Hubbard, is to ask Ques-
von No 4 ostanding i his name on the
Order Paper.

Mr, Hubbard: Mr. Speaker. 1 wish

to ask the hon. Chief Secretary to staic:
ai the number of dismissals which have
aecuired in each grade of prison officer
over the past five years; {(b) the number
resignations which have been received
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from each grade of prison officer over
that period; and  {¢) the names of the
Superintendents or Directors of Prisons
during that period?

The Chief Secretary: (a} Dur-
ing the past five years six  Prison
Officers on the permanent cstablishment
were dismissed; 11 Prison Officers on
probation were dismissed; and the ser-
vices of 17 Prison Officers on probation
were terminated; (b) 12 Prison Officers
on probation and eight on the permanent
wstablishment resigned during the period
under reference; (¢} Mr. R, Aitken was
appointed Superintendent of Prisons with
cilect from Znd November, 1955, and the
post was redesignated Director of Prisons
with cffect from 8th August, 1959, He
was granted vacation leave during the
period December, 1957 to August, 1958,
and Major L. F. Candy, at the time
Deputy Superintendent of Prison, acted
as Superintendent.

AMr. Burnham: As o Supplementary
Question, would the Chief Secretary tell
us whether Government is not concerned
about this inordinate number of dis-
missals and termination of services?

The Chief Secretary: In the circum-
stances of the Prisons Scrvice, the answer
is in the negative.

Mr, Burnham: As o further Supple
mentary  Question, would the Chief
Secretary tell us whether ever before, in
the history of the Prisons Service, there
had been so many dismissals and termin-
ation of serviges?

The Chief Secretary: | would re-
quire to be given nolice of such a ques-
tion. as I cannot answer it now.

Mr. Burnham: As a lurther Supple-
mentary Question, can the Chief Secre-
tary teil us whether he has not had fur-
ther complaints about the Superintendent
and  Deputy Superimiendent of Prisons.
who are supposed to be dictators?
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The Chief Secretary : 1 have not
had amy, and would point out that

the Deputy Superintendent of Prisons
referred to is no longer with us.

Mr. Speaker: 1 wish, further, to
attract the attention of Members to Rule
19 (1) of the Standing Orders because
today is the second occasion 1 have
noticed that questions have been read
out by the Member in whose name the
questions stand.  The Rule says:

“19. (1) At the time appointed for
the oral asking and answering of ques-
tions under Standing Order 11, the
Speaker shall call in turn upon each
Member in whose name a question stands
upon the Order Paper, in the order in
which the questions are printed.”

Now comes the effective part:

“Each Member s# called shall rise in
his place and ask the question by refer-
ence to its number on the Order Paper,
and the Member questioned shall give
his reply.”

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

The Minister of Community Deve-
lopment and Education (Mr. Rai): ]
beg to give notice of the introduction and
First Reading of the

Georgetown (Valuation and Rating)
(Special Provisions) Bill, 1960.

I wish Your Honour’s permission to
give notice that 1 propose to move the
Second Reading of this Bill on Wednes-
day next.

ORDER OF THE DAY
BILL—FIRST READING

The following Bill was read the First
time :

A Bill inutuled “An Ordinance to
authorise the Georgetown Town Ceuncil
to prepare the valuation list to come into
force in 1961 and for other purposes in-
sidental thereto or concerned therewith.”
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EDUCATION (AMENDMENT) BILL

Council resumed consideration  of
the Second Reading of a Bill intituled

“An Ordinance to amend the Educa
tion Ordinance”,

Mr. Speaker: We will resume the
debate on the Second Reading of the
Bill. On the adjournment the Member
for East Demerara, Mr. Beharry, had
exhausted his time but, on a Motion.
had been allowed fiftcen minutes more.
He may continuc.

Mr, Beharry: 1 have dealt wvery
extensively with the various points yes-
terday, to show why the Minister of Com-
munity  Development  and  Education
should withdraw this Bill. I am appeal-
ing to his better judgment today, and 1
ask him to discuss this matter again with
the Members of his Party and the Gov-
ernment. This Bill has far reaching con-
sequences which T will endeavour to point
out to the Minister.

In introducing this Bill, the hon.
Minister said that “thirty-five years ago a
Commission recommended the abolition
of dual control of schools”. He spoke
at length and cited several recommenda-
tions by various Commissions on this
matter. Hc quoted the Royal Commiis-
sion headed by Lord Moyne in 1930,
He also quoted Mr. Hammond’s recom-
mendation in 19471 as well as Mr. Burn-
ham’s in 1953. But what the Minister
has failed to do is to appoint a Com-
mission to go into the whole matier of
dual control of schools today. Why de
I say this?  When the recommendations
were made, it was not entvisaged that this
country would have been saddled with
2 Communist Government!

Mr. Speaker: 1 am not awarg of
that.  When you speak in this Council
on such matters you must epeak of facts.
I do not know that any such Govern-
ment was returned; in that regard you
should only refer to things that are mat-
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[MR. SPEAKER]

ters of common or certain knowledge,
in order that T may appreciate what you
are referring to.

Mr, Beharry: 1 can only judge men
by their actions and utterances.  From
the utterances [ have heard in this Coun-
cil from time to tme, [ can come to no
other conclusion. I am very sorry, Sir.

Mr. Speaker :
different.
Or Wrong.

That 15 catircly
Your conclusion may be right

Mr. Beharry: 1 fec] sure il the
various Commissions were asked 1o sit
today, and view the matter in the light of
present conditions, they w ()uhl not have
rccommended the abolition of dual ¢on-
trol of schools.  They had recommended
that, because thev did not know that to-
day we would have been living in a differ-
ent age with people trving 1o chunwc the
pattern of our lives. [ would real Iy like
to see what an fmnaria! committee would
recommend todav. It must be remem-
bered that the rccommendations of the
Commissions were made twenty years
ago.

The hon. Minister has failed w get
the recommendation of the Teachers
Association.  He was unable 0 quote
that the Teachers’ Association- -the peo-
ple who are closeiv connected with teach-
ing and schools—-are in favour of the
abolition of dual control. 1 want 1o
sound a note of wurning to the Indian
community in this country, and T intend
to do that now. This Government and
this Rarty have a history of “divide and
rule’.  In this country the Indians are
divided against their African brothers
and vice versa.

This country is divided on racial
grounds, and no one can deny it. That
is why I am appealing to the Minister to
withdraw this Bill.  Are we going 1o s

further division i thi, countrv?  Are
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Christians to be divided against non-
Christians?  Where will this Government
stop?  Divide and rule is the order of the
day: it is the culture and social ;gz tern
of things in our country. God help this
country if we live to see Muslims wrning
against Hindus and so on! What a tragic
day it will be; what tragic history this
Government is writing for this country!

The Indians in this country think
they can control this party because of
the number of votes they have. 1 warn
them that they may be able to ¢ontrol
the party teday. But when Independence
comes there will be a dictatorial Govern-
ment in this country. and the Indians will
not be able to control the party.

Iappeal 1o the Minicter to stop this
country from being divided further than
it is divided today. "The division is get-
ting greater and greater because of the
muddiing of this Government in pewer,
I know wvery well that Government will
be able to pass this Bill with the assist-
ance of a few lackeyvs and stooges.

Myr. Speakers | have banned that
word in this Council. “Steoge™ s not a
cood word to be used here

Mr. Beharry: When | oreferred
“lackeys™. T omeant blind xug-mﬁmrs‘ of
the Government irrespective of where the
country i$ going.

Mr. Speaker: “Stooge s the word
am concerned about,

Mr. Beharry: | know thar this Bill
witl be passed in this Legislature.  How-
ever, T want 10 appeal to the Christian
Social Councit just as T have appealed to
the Indian community in this country
from whom this purty draws its support,
I want to tell the Christian Social Coun-
cil that although this Bill will be passed.
they should call o of the othe
religious  groups-
aroup——immssiiaioly and
prevent it frem being implemented,
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Yesterday 1 recalled that some time
ago this Government introduced a Bill
with a vicw to allocating the rice mills in
the various districts in British Guiana.
Not very long azo the Government had to
withdraw it, because they found that they
were losing support.  In order to pre-
vent the implementation of this Bill, 1
appeal 1o the Christian Social Council to
summon a meeting of representatives of
religious societies such as the Vedic Mis-
sionary Society, the Sad’r Anjuman Islam,
Sanatan Dharma Maha Sabha, the Hindu
Pundits Council and the religious leaders
of the Musiim groups. If you can reca-
son with them and show them the diffi-
culties in this Bill; if vou can get them to
agrec with you. I am certain that this
Government will not implement the Bill.

Thiy Bili has been brought here be-
cause the schools are neither Hindua nor
Muslim schools.  Thaose are the people
from whom this party draws its support,
and that is why the Government would
withdraw the Bill. Il tomorrow the
Hindus and Muslimas were to say that
this Bill is an injustice to a religious sect
in this country that has made a useful
contribution to cducation, I am surc the
Government would withdraw the Bill,

Every person who is in this Chambey
listening to the debate on this Bill is the
product of a Christian education from
some Christian school, and we should be
grateful fer the contribution they have
made.  Certain organizations have built
schools to cducate the Christians and
non-Christians. It is not that the Chris-
tians arc demanding that only Christians
should be educated in these schools.
Whether you are a Christian or non-
Christiann there is no discrimination in
these schools, and 1 do not see why these
schools  should be  confiscated.  The
answer to the school problem in this
country is to build more schools—not to
take away the schools from these orgapiz-
ations.  You are preventing one set of
people from runming these schools, and
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handing them over to another set of
people.

1 said yesterday that the Minister
mentioned that Anglicans cannot get pro~
motion in a Catholic school. But I am
warning the teachers that they will not be
able to get promotion unless they are
P.P.P. members, or communist sym-
pathiscrs!  When the Government takes
over the schools it will be worse for the
tcachers.

I hope that the Christian Social
Council will see the wisdom for marshall-
ing support where it would be most
eiiective. because I am certain that the
issues have not been properly put to
Hindu and Muslim leaders.  The other
day I rcad in the newspapers that the
Minister of Community Development and
Education had delivered a lecture on dual
control of schools. 1 wish he had ex-
plained where this lecture took place. 1t
took place in a Hindu Churchyard at
Grove on the East Bank.

Government has never honestly put
the issue of dual control of schools to the
non-Christian organizations and its non-
Christian supporters.  That is why 1 am
appealing to the Christian Social Council
to put the other side of the argument to
the Hindus and Muslims. 11 they do so
there will be no implementation of this
Bl 1 am certain of that. Together
thev can demand from the Government
the withdrawal of this iniquitous Bill.

The chief argument in favour of this
Bitl is that the schools to be taken over
are aided schools, and that the Govern-
ment pays the teachers. I would like the
Christian Social Council to impress upon
non-Christian religious leaders the
point that the fact that Government
assists these schools does not give Gov-
ernment the right to take them over from
the denominations,  Government  has
assisted other organizations. It subsidizes
i = in the maiter of drainage and
ion, but that dees not give Govern-
ment the right to take over those villages.




16 Education
Mz, BEHARRY]

This Government appears to have
a burning desire to find employment for
its followers. Why find it in the Christian

schools?  Economic development is the
answer to the unemployment situation.
fn its attempt to take over  certain

schools Government is only exposing its
inability to run this country, It is shame-
ful that it has to try to find employment
for a few people by taking over schools.
The country is being divided now on
religious  Jines.  We  shall soon  see
Christians fighting against non-Christians
in this country if this Government re-
mains longer in office. 1 hope that the
Hindus and Muslims will realize that this
is not merely an attack on Christians,
but that their tarn will comce fater. I
they feel that they control the votes of
the Members of the present Government
and they can throw them out whenevery
they wish to do so, I wish to warn them
that it is very difficuit to throw a dictator
out.  Hce has to be thrown out with guns
—not vetes.  That {s how they have
elections in Cuba, and if we do not con-
trob them now. that is how clections are
going to take place in this country.

Mr. Speaker:  Your tme is up.

Mr. Beharry: 1 am asking the
Christian Social Couneil to approach this
matter inosuch a manner as to prevent
the implementation of this Bill.

My, Telio:  Unlike my friend, the
hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Hubbard,
who has never impressed mce as being
cither emotiona) or reasenable, I propose
to be both cmotional and reasonable in
my opposition to this Bill. 1 am satisfied
that Government fully understood and
s quite aware of the undertaking given
to the Christian denominations with re-
gurd to the future of denominational
schools rebuilt by Imperial and/or local
Government funds

The hon MNommated Member, Mr
Davis, quoted from certain correspond-
ence to support his contention.  For-
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tunately those records are there and can-
not be easily rcfuted.  With your per-

mission. Sir. { wish to quote from a state-
ment on dual control rcleased by the
Christian Social Council in July. 1968

It stutese

“The Minister asserts that the Dual
Conirol Agreement of 1946 implied that
schools rebuilt by Government on land
jcased by the Denominations sheuld be
under Government control,

We completely reject the Minister's
mierpretation  and none of those who
made the Agreement could accept it
For fouricen vears it has been held and
fas been the practice that such schools
should be under Dual Control”.

The hon. Member has gquoted this cog-
respondence, and 1T doubt whether Gov-
ernment will attempt to question the
authenticity of thosc letters.  But therce is
further evidence of goodwill and accep-
tance on both sides, because T happen
to know that whun those schools were
completed the Government, anxious that
the entirc community should be wit-
nesses to the fact that it was cntrust-
mg the controf of those schools to the
gspective  denominations, held  formal
handing-over ceremonics.  One is there-
forc left in a quandary to understand
the Minister’s present interpretation, be-
cause most of those ceremonics were per-
formed during the regime of this Govern-
ment, so that there can be no misunder-
standing, lack of knowledge or lapse of
memory on the part of Mcembers of this
Government.  The facts are on record.
and Government can refresh its memory.

I would ke to say that the hon.
Nominated Member, Mr. Davis, has done
4 tremendous ot of rescarch work on this
guestion——1I have done a little mysclf~-
but in his anxiety to present his casc
vesterday he omitted to quote from a
certain document which, unfortunately.
sot mixed up with other papers.  As |
Bappen to have a copy of the reference
he intended o quote, T have obtained his
permission to use it With Your Hon-
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cur's permission, therefore, 1 would like
o read a copy of telegram, Mo 581. from
the Secretary of State:

“581. Your
Schools

telegram  Dual Controi  of

I must regret huaving overfooked your
request comenting upon that proposal
in your despatch 37. Generally, 1 agree
throughout and congratulate all concerned
on the large measure of agreement
reached. 1 hope that vou will proceed
with legislation on the lines of the agree-
ment already reached and I shall be glad
to see the draft when ready.

Secretary of State.”
the

Mr. Speaker: To whom

telegram sent?

wWas

Mr. Tello: A copy of the telegram
from the Secretary of State was sent by
the Director of Education to the Govern-
ing Body concerned, and 1 have quoted
the number of the telegram so that it
could be checked. I wsuld also like to
read a letter from the Education Depart-

ment  dated 4th March, 1954, also
addressed to the Governing Body. It
reads:

“Rev. E. S, M. Pilgrim. M.A,
Dear Sir,

With reference 1o previous correspon-
dence ending with my letter dated 17th
February, 1954, I desire to inform you
that the said Kingston Methodist Schooti
has now been handed over to vyour
Governing Body according to the terms
mentioned in my lctter of 4th February

1953,

2. At the Opening Ceremony of the
new school the Building Officer in the
name of the Education Department
publicly huanded over the suilding to vou.

Yours faithfully,
(Sgd.} A. A. BANNISTER,
Director of Education.”

[ have quoted this letter and the telegram.
because 1 am impressed by the fact that
the Government accepted the agreement.
Whether it was formally ratified by legis-
s that Government
cement and

i
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Government
ecd to rebuild the schools on lands
belonging to the denominations and to
permit the continuance of denomina-
tional control.

took steps to implement it.

g

Of course, lawyers are more quali-
fied to interpret things than I, but my
commonsense  will permit me to be
guided by those who are not legally
trained but arc also intelligent.  What [
want to say is:  We have had evidence
of the acceptance and implementation,
and I would say, between the acceptance
and the implementation, there is valuable
goodwill,  That is an important thing.

There is anxiety in the Christian
community for the continuation of dual
control, because the Christian commun-
ity fecls that it is the responsibility of the
parents to see that their children are
brought up in the correct school environ-
ment.  That is a fact. and history sup-
ports it. It was their responsibility to
sce that their children had proper
scholastic education that was associated
with the protection of their spiritual out-
fook and wvalues, and that is the firmest
evidence we have as the reason for the
early Christians investing their money
on education,

Probably, Government has for-
gotten that it is ‘its responsibility to
provide schools. It had been re-

lieved for about a century, and in some
cascs more than a century, of providing
schools for a certain community. We
have no evidence that these schools have
not bencfited the community. When we
look around this Council Table we sge
tremendous  evidence of  the  scervices
rendered by the denominational schools
of the Colony as a whole.

Who are really opposed to denom-
inational schools? T would categorize
them. There ave three main sources of
opposition.  One is that which we will
never defeat or convince—the one which
opposes it for idenlogical reasons—people
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of a curain strong view who refuse to
accept religious mfluence in schools.

do not prop e claborate on that
because we have iremendous evidence
of it the world over that one of the
ways to change the entire ideological out-
ook of @ naton is to start with the
children.  This o wonderful hunting
arsund and o most fruidfal field 1o work

i, Take controd of the \'uu’:h and you
fwhe  control ot the nation! 1 say.
there are o small. impressive. hard-

working few, as compared with the farge
majority of. Dm;’ le who are wp; wed to
duat contral of denominational schools.

Unfortunately,  the  uver
Hnese pzm t= do net belong to hm de-
monstrative ot i%rlm;u in  their
own qmv* way they strongly resent the
Bill.  and they came to the Council to
sive moral support to those who oppose
it They are not the demonstrative
type to go picketing and making rrouble
for the Police. but we must not inter-
pret this as il s vm,ﬁ I can assurc

this (‘uunx‘l? that  the whole religious
community of Guianu is sery watchiul

of the pmwvdmg:x hers today.

Ax b osand, there wre thres main
factions of opposition. There are those
who appose religious wiflugnee in schools

for ideological reasens.  Secondly, there
are non-Christian teachers,  They, cer-

tainfy, have my sympathy,  but history

witl prove that there has always been
goodwill and there has never been dis-

the  Christian  de-
card 1o educating
non-Chrictions their

crimination  among
neminations  with e
or adminting
schoots.

What s the «chools  alive
British Guiana = the willingness o
sacritice. iy the Iy . the
salaries of - elementan schools teachers
were unuitractive,  The profession was
not attracuve and who wanted 10
make  « rremendous  sacrifice in o the
intereat of o funne Guiana stuck to the

8]
i
1
e
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them Chritans
sure to pass on mim mation and o
tate mtmh* s of the non-Christian com
munity. I, myself, was cducated in thos:
days at ihe ’M Mourant Boman Catho
lic School.  In that school more than
80 per cent. of the attendance were non-
Christions, and T believe 1+ cuiried o
stafl of  Christian achers Ax
grew up. 1 osaw the structure changad
I osaw zi:m Indians anpoinied;
saw  Chrisy 1

i

aoher :
more interet o o ( heistiun . whom
they taught.

Fowould like 1o point our
cases that come to mind. | rmnpmhn
Mr C. B, Giddines, o follower of the

bov. Al interest was taken o hin.
and later on we had the hanour of seo-
ing him headmaster of one of the largest
schools in the Colony. T remcember
Mr. Walter Sabscok. an Fast Indian

hut a Christian, in him. 00, o great
deal of  interest was taken. tecill
Scecharran, a wholehearted Hindu boy,
who would argue day and about

the correctnes~ of  the
Seecharran sat ‘
ton to the Teacl
and won fira

for entry to the Cenfro.
vse for the Christion or !
but it did not et the Chreistian foa -
chers from 1 an jmerest |
corher Mohammea Hanill, o very
zealows Mu<cdim, Unforunately, when
i his pame i Britsh
he dicd suddeniy
bm d%% hix vleme m iy schant
fil enjoved the fullest co-opera don
wrietian teng

Hindu religion.
Entrance Examina-
Traming Cenire
the examinati

Phe faet romains that
and girfethese non-Chrisis
equal opportunity with 1
who attended those s Mnis
I have cone
ment of o non-Chri
a ([mg tiann school
prising. 1 would be

these boys
-nad an
hose Christians
Fadmit that

C

shocked 1o see the
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leader of the P.N.C. appointed Prime
Minister if his Party is not clected in
Office.  Vice versa, ncxt year when
the democratic forces come into power
[ would be shocked to see the hon. Dr.
Jagan  becoming  Prime  Minister.
{Laughter from Members of the Major-
ity Party.] It is just the people in whom
you have implicit faith to lead your
schools.  After all, the morals of the
children are involved and you must be
assured that the teacher has accepted the
moral standards of the denomination.

The solution to  this problem is
not to take away the existing denomina-
tional schools.  The solution, T belicve,
and will speak more extensively on it
later, is to provide the non-Christians
with schools. T am sure that if the
Government should give some indication
of its willingness to assist the Hindu
and Muslim communities to build their
own schools, the response would be en-
couraging. I doubt very much that the
Christians who, from their own re-
sources, have built their own schools,
would have any objection to Govern-
ment using money from the Treasury to
build schools  for the non-Christians,
For, after all, who are the taxpayers?—
the Hindus, Muslims and Christians.
But 1 say. if this were intended to
satisfy the non-Christians, then you are
going about it in the wrong way.

There is also another faction op-
posed to  denominational  schools and
that is the belicf that the only qualifi-
cation that is necessary for the appoint-
ment of teachers, and especially head-
tecachers, is  academic  sualification.
That school of thought should be
objected to and resisted, for they would
not accept the rigid moral discipline of
denominational administration.

Onc must remember that at the
scholastic age—the moulding age of the
children—parents would like to be satis-
fied that the moral safety of their boys
and girls are in good hands. Today
there is a different school of thought on

that: children are to attend school, learnthe introduction of this Bill,
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the three “Rs™. be brilliant scientists, but
the moral aspect is not really import-
ant! That is onc of the sources of opposi-
tion to dual control. They are not will-
ing to co-opcrate  with the rigid moral
standards set by denominational bodies.

I would like to state that 1 think
the denominations are perfectly correct,
and the parents who support them are
doing a good job in supporting the reten-
tion of dual control so that the adminis-
tration will have that moral fibre which
will be good fer the children. 1 should
like to quote from the Norwood Report.
The Norwood Committee was a Royal
Commission appointed to investigate and
make recommendations on schools and
the educational system in Great Britain.
I would like to quote an extract from the
the Report which was published by His
Majesty’s Stationery Office in London.
It states:

“The outlook and the behaviour of
the pupil,” it runs, “his standards and
habits of judgment, whether as an indi-
vidual, as a member of the school
community and later as a citizen, depend
to a great extent upon the nature of the
influences  which  bear wpon him at
school: such influences are often most
powerful when least consciously exerted,
Growth in ideals takes place best in an
environment in  which thosz ideals find
embodiment in evervday life. and to that
spiritual environment every teacher can
make his contribution..., The point
which we wish to make at this stage
is that an environment which will foster
the growth of idcals, spiritual, moral, as-
thatic and intellectual, . . .cannot be fully
created without the contribution of each
teacher who shares the daitv life of the
school community™.

So you can see why denominational
authorities are so anxious to keep the
influence of the Church in the schoois
in order to maintain and sustain their
teachings. They are anxious that dual
control of schools should continue. This
is supported by some of the greatest
authorities on the subject.

Unfortunately, I did not hear the
hon. Minister of Community Develop-
ment and Education when he was moving
l tried te



Education

L0
LG4

iMr. TELLO]

read what little there

on t:v* mater, in order to gleam from
the printed word what actually took place
i this Council. 1 wanied to know what
we woukd achicve; in what manner Brit-
=i Guiana would benefit from the taking
over of 30 schools by this Government,
and s0 on I think the hon. Minister
would be the first person to agree with
me that what is argenily needed is more
schools and more school space, T owould
fike him in his reply to explain to me
how this would be fulfilied by taking over
these 54 schools. What advantage would
be gained by taking over these schools?

was in the Press

I am sure the ellicient
these schools will not go up, because
the records  will not support him. |
wanted to get exact figures from the
Department of  Education,  but  my
source of information
suthoritative.

reports on

standards of

sutliciently
The differcnee het\\cml the

denominational schools and
{ overnment schools is so negligible that
it is unrecognizable,

I am sure the Government has no
other source to draw  its teachers from
than Ehf‘ same source  the teachers are
disnwn trom wday. Does the hon, Mmis-
ter w’?*e‘ ¢ that  the mere shifting of g
teacher from a denominational adminis-
tration to a Government administration
would make him a better teacher? Would
it them betier team zimx‘. or reduce

capita cost of educating the
manney

en”? 1 do not know in what
25 fu cwhﬁu."“ 'mm\:cxmnts in
educuational syste The whole exer-

se is a fruitless wna Hois merely an
creise of the demonstration of power:
it iy merely another means of choking
He s merely telling the denomina-

tions: 1 vou dﬂ not want to give up
dual conwrol, | have the power (o intro-
du ! you of your

eislation 10 rélieve
trof by the foree of Iaw™. This s all
an eet our of wimi he has said,

;'«
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I doubt very much that the Educa-
tion Department can afford to  run and
manage these  schools af the cost the
Christian Social  Council s rtunning
them. This is what the Christian Social
Counci] said in a release in July, 1960:

“Further to the Minister’s own propo-
suls cmxld not  but  cost  the COURITY
hundreds of thousands of dollars of
exira expenditure which could be used to
provide  schoo!  places. At present ow
Denominations  are saving the laxpmy
a considerable  sum cvery sear not only
through providing denominational schoot
buildings but also  through the immense
amount of work  we undertake. without
charge. in manpaging these schools, 7

Mr, Speaker: Time!

Mr. Beharry: |
the hon. Member be given
more,

beg to move that

haif an hour

Mr, Bowman:
Motion.

beg to second the

Question put, and agrezd to.
Spraker:  Please continue.

Mr. Tello:
put this Bill

I doubt that one could
undcr the most powerful
microscope and discover any true value
that would acerue to British Guiana
from the change over, other than that 50
more  schools  wounld  become Govern-
ment schoods and  listed in the records
as indicating  greater responsibility for
education.  As far as the philanthropic
work done by the denominational bodies
are concerned, I doubr that the Educa-
tion Depariment  can  find peopls  to
manage these schools as efficiently and
at such low cost,

I have obtained information
from the Press, and T have no reason to
believe that it is not correct. 1 was not
here at the beginning of the debate, but

my

I have discussed the matter with my
colleagues who  confirmed that certain

s owere said. The hon. Minster
guoted certain countiries  in which no
dual eontrol exists. 1 am not prepared to
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challenge his rcferences. I believe the
Minister sincerely wanted to offer in-
formation to this Council, but one is
not at all times fully informed on cer-
tain matters, While the hon. Minister
has quoted several countrics where dual
contro! does not exist, I want to remind
him that there are many powerful influ-
cntial  countries ncar and far frem us
who still maintain dual control. As re-
cent as this year they have offered the
denontinatiens greater financial assist-
ance. 1 refer to the Dutch countries, the
Netherlands,  Aruba and  Curacao. In
those ceuntries cqual trcatment is given
to government and  denominational
schools.  The Government builds and
maintains the schools for the denomina-
tions, but the denominations appoint all
tcachers while the Government pays the

salaries.  That is the position in Aruba
and Curacao. I am not quite sure
whether  the Government of  Surinam

builds schoels as well. 1 know that the
denominations appeint teachcrs in Suri-
nam and their salaries arc paid by the
Gevernment, despite the fact that the
clenominations have full control ef the
school buildings.

In the United Kingdom Govern-
ment pays the salarics of teachers in de-
nominational scheols, and that is pro-
vided for in the 1944 Education Act. As
a result of a subsequent amendment te
Education Act, this year the amount given
to denominational bodies fer the rebuild-
ing ef schoels has increased from 50 per
cent. to 75 per cent. I think if we are
looking areund for cxamples, we can
take Surinam or the United Kingdom
and sec what they are doing. As we are
an English-speaking Colony, .even when
we become independent we will remain
in the Commonwealth. 1 think we can
follow the practice in the United King-
dom in this matter.,

In accordance with the Scottish
Fdoeation Act  of 1918, Government
pays cverything m  both State and de-
nominational schools — buildings, main-
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tenance and teachers’ salari
case in the Dutch system.
been observed all through the vears. The
administration of the system has been
changed from a Government (Country-
widey Board to the Local Authorities
{Cities, counties). teachers are  ap-
pointed by these Local Boards from ap-
proved lists, which must be maintained
bv the denominations. No teacher may
be apgointed 1o a  denominationai
school without the approval as given on
the denominational fist concerned.

5, as is the
That has

In reland the system of national
education is denominational. By an Act

of 1934 it is provided, in a Roman
Catholic  country, that if U is i

2
demand from parents for a mhnimum of
ten children of another {aith, Government
will provide a  school of the denomina-
ten required. I there is a minimum of
seven children,  Gevernment will pro-
vide transpert to  the deneminational
school required.

France has this year adopied the
dual centrol system. Legislation provid-
ing for financial aid to “private” schools
was passed on December 31, 1959, and
became effective in this academic

{

The MNational Catholic Wellure C
ence News Service Report of Nos
today’s

»aﬂt
1960, published in “Catholic

Standard”™, states:

10,400

at least

contiacts  that
ecelve financial
ment. Almost  all  the THH00 nrivawe

schoels in France are Cathslic. The reo
are Jewish, Protesiant and secular”.

In Conada different svsiems oper-
ate whereby special taxes are directed
towards  assisting  the  payment of
teachers  in denominational !
Taxpayers are  asked o
denomination to  which they belon;
Grants also allowed for
buitdings like laboraiories, cic

are
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In the West Indies there has been
through the years, and still is, a form of
dual control of schools and aid to de-
nominationaf schoots in Trinidad, Gren-
ada, St. Lucia, Dominica and Jamaica.
In British Henduras  there is  very
substantial Government aid in the build-
ing of denominarional schools as well as
the payment of teachers’ salaries,

{n India considerable subsidies are
given by  Government to  Christian
schools,  The recent averthrow of the
communist Government in Kerala was
the result of the resistance of the Indian
people to the communist attempt to take
over and secularize the religious schools.
Christians, Hindus and Muslims com-
bined to defend them.

In Ghana the schools fall
categories—~Government,
and Trust Schools.  Substantial help is
given by the Government of Ghana to
the denominational schonis. The de*
nominational  schosls  in the Voilt
region were taken over by the Govem—
ment, but were su 3.~,cquem!} restored
to denominational control.

into three
Denominational

I hope the Minister will
consideration {o these facts, He made
reference to Ceylon but 1 would give
the Government of that country another
two years when they will do like India
and adopt the ;,ohw of Ghana by re-
turning to dual control of schools,  if
they have not done so already.  Why is
this Government making this experiment
and greping in the dark?  There are
good examples which it can {ollow.

give serious

With regard to the system in the
U.S.A. the Minister knows the reason
for ity the Americans wanted to demon-

strate their independence. They wanted
to show that the people had freedom in
every respect, and 1t is a fact that the
American national schools receive  no
Government aid  but tremendous finan-

cial aid from persops who prefer to con-
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tribute to the upkeep of dencminational
schools rather thun pay higher income
tax. Tt is thecefore an indirees subsidy
to the denominational schools by the
Government  which grants  income  tax
reliefl in such circumstances

I want to suggest 1o the Minister
and to this Council that rather  than
gamble and grope in the dark with some-
thing we are not sure zbout, we should
follow good example, Km,muu the
Minister as 1 do, 1 feel sure {hm given
a free hand in this matter, he would
join with me in proposing the establish-
ment of denominational schools, Gov-
ernment schools, and Hindu and Mushim
schoofs in this country. But 1 appre
ciate that the Minister is carrying o‘u:
party policy. 1 would hke to make
quotation for his benefit with reference
to the educational system in the Nether
lands, as T am sure that i he could
allow himself to give serious thought to
the suggestion that he  should  with-
draw this unfortunate Bill which is in-
tended to satisly o few persons and
offend the majority, he would agree that
I am offering him 2 good example. 1

quote from  “The Case For  Catholic
Schools”™  published by e  Cuatholic
Education Council for England and
Wales:

“In 1% the Liberal premier, Cort

van der Linden, set up
under the
Liberal, Dr.

a Comm
Chairmanship  of  anothq
Bos, and composed of iwo

members  from  each  political  pary
(including, of course.  the Catholic
party) to draft a Bill ening the Volun.

tary Schools  financiaf
State schools,  and
the Constituiion

cquality with the

o rwmder whether
culd be varied, The
Commission  reported  in 1913 and it
was undzr the same premier, in 1917, onc
vear before the Scoftish scttiement was
reached. 1h,(z Art, 200 of tha Duteh Con:
stitution  was  wmended o make  this
equality pux\)bw ”

The article goes on o say:

“In order te csiablish a now
tary school it is necessary to

Vatun-
snhrit,

among other thi (13 & declarution.
signed by the 5 of
ber ef chili the ihat thew

wish therr cihzmzm to altemd the new
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scheol.  The gpecified number of c¢hildren
varies with the tfotul number of inhabit-
ants in the municipality; (2) a declaration
that the proposcers are prepared to de-

posit with the Local Authority as
secwurity a4 sum  equivalent to 15 per
cent.  of the cost of cstablishing and

equipping the school, If at any time
during the first twenty ycars of the
school’s existence the number of pupils
in the school falls below two-thirds or
onc-half of the number for which it was
built, the whole or a proportionate part
of this deposit is lable to be forfeited.
Otherwise it is returned with interest to
the proposers at the end of that period.
No deposit has vet been forfeited in re-
spect of any Catholic school.

Once  these caaditions have been
fulfitled the school can be built, and the
cost of site and building will be borne bv
the Local Authority,

The Local Authority must pay exact-
Iy the same amount per pupil towards
the maintenance expenses of such a
school as it does for its own schools,

The teachers in a Voluntary School
are appointed by the Managers, who are
free to make their choice without obfain-
ing the approval of the State or Local
Authority, provided that the teacher is
duly qualified and has a certificate of good
moral beghaviour from the Mavor of his
or her place of residence, The State reim-
wurses the Munagers for the cost of pay-
ing the salaries of the tcachers up to the
number fixed by law for both Stite and
Voluntary schools of that size, and the
State is also responaible for the teachery’
pensions ™

This is what I am offering to the Minis-
ter, and this is what I am certain the
Christians, Muslims, Hindus and the
Government can accept with dignity and
without any loss of face, and thus win the
goodwill which is so nccessary to har-
monize the Guianese nation. 1 am put-
ting it to this Council that this attempt
at satisfying the non-Christian com-
munity by introducing this politically
ingpired Bill is creating a grievous harm.
it the reasons are not political and this
legislation is genuinely intended to serve
the community as a whole, 1 offer to
the Minister the Dufch system. I am
suggesting to the Minister that if he
could advertize the fact fomorrow that
any community which ¢ould establish by

16TH DECEMBER, 1960

{Amendment) Bill 176
the signatures of parents that it necds
a new school and is willing to contri-
bute 15 per cent. of the cost, he would
get a quick response from sections of the
community whe sincerely desire to have
their own schools.  Government would
have requests from the Hindo and
Muslim communities and also from the
Christian  community.  There  would
also be Government schools, and such
an arrangement would give satisfaction
to the majority of the people of the
country.

I am asking the Minister to with-
draw this Bill and to give consideration
to the suggestion I have made, 1 sug-
vest that he considers either the Scottish
or the Dutch system, and he might also
inquire from the United Kingdom why it
was found necessary in 1960 to increase

the  financial assistance to  private
schools. 1 suggest that it was because

they recognized once more the invalu-
able service rendered by the denomina-
tional system.

I regret very much to say that the
Minister, etther in his haste to bring this
Bili or his anxiety to satisty others, has
made several mistakes. 1 have with me
4 copy of a fetter which was addressed to
teachers; and 1 am really disappointed in
the hon. Minister himself for not embark-
ing on this part of his programme with
some regard for industrial yelations” prac-
tice. 1 remember the hon. Minister
himself was a very active and militant
trade unionist, and he could not have
bern s0 long in the *Ministerial harness’
as to torget. 1 know the Minister knows
that the British Guiana Teachers’ Asso-
ciation is the official bargaining agent
for the tcachers; and t know that he
understands that there are certain  car-
dinal principles that must not be vio-
lated. 1 am not charging him with
being dishonourable, but he is certainly
subjected to such a charge. [Addressing
the Minister.}] This is the letter which
you have written to the teachers, who
make up the membership of the British
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Guiana  Teachery” Assouation. 0 reply
to at such short notice. It is unfair and
impraper behaviour.  You  have  ne
excusc.  This is the letteri—

“Dear Teachers,

The school in which von now serve
will ~oon be o Government School. The
Honourable  Mintver  of  Community
Pevelopment and  Education would ke
@ assure sou  that  all members of the
stafl would be  rewmined in their present
ities 1f they so desire. 1 should be

ul it moembers of  the stafl would
signify immediately their willingness  or

otherwise to be  retained  on the staff
tHeadicachers should bring this letter to
the attention  of all  teachers in their
schools.  An entrv 1o this etfect should
be maudse in ihe Loz Book of the school
and should be by all the weuchers
Pecisions incorporated in a
single repiy 1o which exch member  of
stafl must aifis his gature. You  will
ba notified in due course of the date of
the change over.”

Mr. Speaker s From whom to whom?

Mr, Tello: {t is from the Educa-
gon Department,  dated 6th December,
and sent o the feadteachers and staffs
of the Roman  Cath Schools listed
among those o be taken over. L was
signed by someone for the Director of
Education. 1o the trade union language
vou call it “intimidation™,  You walk
into @ man’s oifice and say: "I want to
hire it from you, are you prepared to
accept  the new management?”  The
whole exercise is wrong; the whole thing
tx unfair. 1 know that the school tea-
chers have no aliernative.. The officers
of the Depuriment of Education and the
Minister know  that the propar course
wis 10 invite the Teachers” Association
in, inform them of the new project and
obtain frem them their approval on be-
half of their members.  Such things are
not done at short notice. 1t is intimida-
vion to its height.

Once more, 1 would usk the hon,
Cnot to think, o hard, of any
we have said heie we good faith,

1L
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but 1o accept it, not with prejudics, and
do not continue what has been the prac-
tice here of refusing to listen to this side
of the Table and simply believe in the
decision reached  in Executive Council,
I would ask the hon, Minister to act in
an honourable manner, give serious con-
sideration to withdrawing this Bill and
get further information from the United
Kingdom and Dutch Guiana of  their
system that has brought so much satis-
faction.  We know that even in Suri-
nam, the system has received a good
response from the community.

I wounld like  to say that in 19353,
British Guiana was granted a Constitu-
tion that provided for individual Minis-
tevial - responsibility. | owould  further
like to say to the three ex officic Mem-
bers who sit here, that this question we
are discussing today involves the Chris-
tian administration of schools, 1 am
sure that thev are Christians, [ know
iwo of them are Guianese, and this is a
Guianese question.  in 1953, there was a
Constiution which gave Ministerial  re-
sponsibility to individuals: in 1954, it
went through o retrograde step; and in
1957, we received whar is commonly
kpown as the Renizon Constitution—— a
Constitution  that gave  the then Gov-
crnor more powers than any of his pre-
decessors.  Today, we ure debating a
question that is solely  and properly a
Guidnese question — a  question  that
afiects  Chyistiun - principles. T am
asking, under the provisions of the Con-
stitution, thesc three honouruble Gentle-

en to inguire of His Excellency the
Governor-—and [ can offer a grear deal
of evidence to show that on several occa-
sions, with maters of this sort, ex efficio
Members were granied permission to vote
in accordance with their consciences or
abstain from voting—whether permission
could be granted m this matter.

n

In conciusion. 1 wouid ask the hon.

Minister 10 give consideration o my

and withdraw this Bill m the

interest of the goodwill he will need in
the future.
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Mr., Campbeli: rise to register
my objection to the Bill which is being
debated, for I see in it a direct attack on
religion. I will deviate a while.  From
the point of view of wise spending of the
Colony’s funds, if this Bill goes through,
it will be bad econemy. At the prcmnz
moment and for a long number of years
this country has had what we know as
the system of  denominational schools.
The managers of these schools had been
carrying out such duties {ree, gratis and
for nothing—-for the love of God-—and
by so doing have been saving hundreds
of thousands of dollars for this country.
But the take over of these schools by
Government would mean that it has
to cet 50 managers who have to be well
paid—around $300 per month.  If you
multiply $300 by 20 for 12 months, it
would mean that $180,200 would have
to be paid out in salaries alone, annually.
What about the boats to take the man-
agers absut the rivers and housing? In

a little while it will be paying out
millions of dollars annuvally to manage

schools.  That would be wonderful ! |
suppose that is the logic of this Govern-

ment which has brought this Bill here
today.

One hon. Member said here yester-
day that the historv of this country has
been a Christian  history—it h:;zs been
bound up with Christlanity. This is
true.  The hon. Nominated Member,
Mr. Hubbard, quoted the name of  the

&.

Reverend John

'w to support his argu-
ment in favour ':3* is Bill.  That was
funny! It tickled sense of hnmour
Who was the Rcvum'} John Smith? He
died a martyr’s deatht for being true to
his Christianity. Hg stood a champion
of the slaves,  He fought for the slaves
because of his Christian principles.
What is the point of bringing in the
Reverend John Smith as past history to
strengthen the argument for this Bill?

u.‘-

,u;
,,,«

I heard a definition of religion given
by the hon. Nominated Member, Mr.
Hubbard. He said: “Religion is a politi-
cal manifestation of the Churches”. If 1
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am wrong, he can correct me. [ feel that
religion is a relation between man and
God. Man is a religious being, and he
has to believe in something mysterious.
if he does not believe in  Christianity,
e will believe in obeah and =0 on. You
cannat alter human nature.

Religion is a myth, but what do we
today? This wide world is divided
info two philozophizs:  those for God.
and those against. I am  wondering
whose side the {x)\'@mment is on. T am
en the side of God. and T will battle to
my last breath if  anything or anyone
dares to challenge that there is a God.
The Leaders of the Government are well-
known for their beliefs, They have said
here and eisewhere that they are Marx-
1sts. and they believe 1n the doctrine of
Karl Marx.  Of course we have had a
declaration  here  that  has become
household  word:  ~You cannot stop
Communismy; it is casier 10 stop tomor-
row”. That is telling us that Communism
s the best thing for British Guiana, If
that is so, then this  Bill goes against

because religion is an obstruc-
tion to certain doctrings.  Since it is an
obstruciion, It must he oot rid of some-
how )

find

This Bill to  take over 50 schools
rom the Christians is the thin edge of
the wedge to bring about religious intol-
erance in this country. Today is for the
Christians; tororrow for the  Maslims
and Hindus, because they are highly re-
livious people  and they believe in God.
The religion of materialism is a negative
one— these people believe in that; they
believe in matter alone. They say they
will take away the schools, because they
are not run efficiently under the manage-
ment of Christinn clergyvmen, They are
coing to take over the schools and pro-
duce supermen. They are going to pro-
duce clever crooks instead. Without reli-
gion and morality, what do we have?
We will have the cleverest villains in
the world who have no morals, but are
educated in  materialism alone to the
detriment of that which is highest in
man.
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I am a
tional schools.

product of the denomina-
\h’ schooling has just
hﬁcn for five ars in an Amerindian
Hage, but those Christian Managers
*nw my cverlasting gratitude for Lduc‘nﬁn
mg me and  giving me the three "R
plus 2 fourth “R”, religion. 1 have not
regretted it sinee 1 left school. 1 daresay
that even the Mover of this Bill has gone
thronigh denominational schools,

British Guiana has
along by the Christian

The hstory of
been made all

Leaders, Priests  and  teachers. They
realize that man i; m’zdﬁ of two clements:
the material side of him is like a beast,

and the spiritual \;da may be referred to
as the Angel part of him. Man is half
beast, and  half Angel. 1

Christianity caters for both sides.  Gov-
etnment shouid look afier the material

side of the people of any country; Gov-
ernment should look after the building
»f houses, providing jobs and so on, but

the other side should  be handled by
men who are  spiritually  and morally
trained. The best police is a trained cons-.
cience.  When a2 man is frained fo give

what is duc to  his fellowmen and his
God, you are safe with him.  God will
teil him what s 1117}( or \\mng, and he
will abide with it But when you merely
have c¢lever “Lh‘:miiy’db with  no
belict in God, beware of such peopie.

fam ::u.rry o remind this Counci
again that the Leaders of this Govern-
ment are ;éulﬂul to bring about a new
experimentation with a new  thought,
That thought is generated by Karl Marg,

Lenin, Stalin, Krushchev and others. A
fittle over a month Krushchey de-
clared at the United Nations’ Conforence

that ihew« s no God, and that God and
seligion are the inventions of man. If 1
believed in that, T would certainly agree
with this Bl 1 would believe that the
Clergymen ave fooling the people;  that
they teach  them  from text-books, get
control of thelr  minds and fos! them.
Naturally they should be eot rid of. if

o
A
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that were The

“Follow us and gm he

Ven angd

In introducing this Budl, the Minis-
ter referred  to the  United  States of
America as a couniry where Church and
State are separate. I | a citizen of
the United States of America, | waould
also believe in that arrapgement. The
U.S.A, happens to be the richest couniry
in the world today and it can afford to
have its own schools.  The Roman
Catholics and others there have millions
of dollars invested in Universitics and
schools. It that ]vr'u:"?a:;é were {ollowed in
a poverty-stricken country like British
Guiana, Christians would be penalized.
for they are not rich. They are tax-
payers, too, who contribute to the gene-
ral revenue of the Colony.

The Minister also mentioned Mex-
ico. In the 1920°s some Godless people
in Mexico ook over the Government, and
made Rules and Regulations to abolish
religion. I recall one name-—that of Fr.
Pro—who was shot preaching about
Christ. Since then there has been terrible
persecution of the Christians, the after-
math of which is still to be scen, but the
best arrangement arrived at between the
Christians and the Government was that
they be separated.

The Minister  also  referred 1o
Puerto Rico which has followed the (.8
pattern.  The hon. Nominated Member,
Mr. Telo, gave a list of countrics in
which dual control of schools is the
arder of the day — England, Scotland,
the Netherlands and other happy and
enlightened countries. I think we would
do well to follow the British arrange-
ment and not the Mexican system.

I wish to make it very plain that
[ am not happy about this Bill. Past
experience has i:lllﬁihi us that once the
Government has made up its mind to
pass a measurs it s gmm, 1o be passed.
It is & matter of simple mathematics—
15 against 5, ete. —- but I warn the Gov-
ernment  that it will pass this  Bill

at its peril.  The thinking people of

a5



183 Education
British Guiana are thinking deeply. The
whole Western world will know about
this, and we will know exactly where we
are. Santa Rosa is one of the schools
to be taken over by the Government and
run by secular officials.  The religious
denominations have been in control of
the schools for over one hundred years,
and famous men of Guiana have passed
through the denominational schools.

I say that the object of this Gov-
ernment is to create disharmony in this
country. There are 20,000 children for
whom places have to be found in the
schools, and the denominations are only
too willing to help. By taking control
of these schools, will Government be
able to find places for those children?
The Government’s philosophy is “We
cannot afford.” Government has no use
for religion and it will not allow others
to pursue it — a sort of dog-in-the-
manger policy. I cannot support this
Bill.

Mr. Bowman: As I see it, this
Bill strikes at the very foundation of
Christendom in this country. Those of
us who are acquainted with history will
remember that in the twelfth century
when Christendom was threatened in the
Holy Land during the reign of Richard
of England, Europe took up arms in
defence of Christendom. I support 100
per cent. the appeal made by my friend
on my right (Mr. Beharry) to the heads
of the various religious organizations,
including the Hindus and Muslims, to
get together and decide upon a plan to
defeat this monstrous scheme by the
Government.

The proposal of the Govern-
ment is to take over 50 denomi-
national schools. It is a clear indica-
tion of the future intention of this Gov-
ernment. This is only the beginning. It
is Government’s intention to re-orientate
the entire educational system in this
country. Today it is moving against
some of the denominational schools
which are entirely Christian. If the de-
cision of the people of this country at

16TH DECEMBER, 1960

(Amendment) Bill 184
the next elections happens to be in
favour of the People’s rogressive Party
[ can assure the public that all denomi-
national schools will be taken over by
the Government. But when Govern-
ment is finished with the schools of the
Christian bodies its next move will be
against the other religious organizations,
the Hindus and Muslims.

What hurts me more than anything
else is the fact that this group of people
who have produced this hideous Bill are
ingrates who received their early edu-
cation in denominational schools. Can
there be any more evidence of ingrati-
tude than the introduction of this
measure? 1 heard only a part of the
speech of the hon. Minister of Commu-
nity Development and Education, and
with your permission, Sir, I would like
to quote a paragraph or two from the
statement issued by the Christian Social
Council. T quote:

“In his statement the Minister cites
the Hammond Report of 1941. The
Hammond proposals were referred to a
Committee consisting of representatives
of all the interested parties: (Govern-
ment and Teachers as well as the De-
nominations) and unanimously rejectea.
Instead, all parties agreed in the Report
that a School Control Committee shoula
be set up for each denomination. The
principle adopted was that Government
should be repre ented on each of the
Governing Bodies and each Committee
was to consist of three members of the
Denomination and two members
appointed by Government. This scheme
was unanimously approved in principle
by the Legislature on the 28th February,

1946. It is no fault of ours that the
requisite  legislation has never been
enacted.

Like the B.G. Teacher ’ Association.
we believe that the setting up of School
Control Committees would provide the
answer to whatever problem exists. It
would give Government a share in the
working of the Governing Bodies as well
as safeguarding the rights of the Denom-
inations and of the teachers.

The Denominations have available
an adequate number of teachers well
qualified for senior posts, and the
chances of promotion in each denomina-

tional stream do not greatly differ, For
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in each denomdnational s
ers the proportion of
toral number of

cam of reach.
top-posts 1 the
hers employed bv.
the Denominatisn the same.
To lump all the schools  together would
not increase the opportunities of promo-
fron”,

Sir, I would like to ask here and
now--~hecause the Minister did mention
qualification, experience and efficiency;
these arc three important terms he em-
ployed in his argument yesterday-—what
is the record of the Dolphin Government
School in comparison with the other
schools?  Did that Government school
produce better results at the last examin-
ations than the other schools? If it has
not, it will prove that there should be
areater efficiency. And as a result of

that, it will prove that Government-
controlled schools are not as fit and

efficient as the denominational schools
This statement from the Christian Social
"ouncil goes on further. It says:

“Rag

the

what of
1 whi seem
nroblem?

Non-hristinn
> the Minister’s
of Gover

oexivt and
mnticy

; ioverniment o
brildimg more Gove
will provide them with opportur
wnpointment and promotion, and Christian
whey  prefer {o tearh in Cov
crnmeni-confroiled seek em-
rlavmem there loo.

hools can

In addison. Hindus
mav wish to build schools
as we have done

and  Mushm-

* thair awn

What is wrong with that? ¥ belong
t o political party which sha e idea
that because the Chriztian denominations
have more established schonls —- because
they have been in the educational field
hefore  other  religious  bodies - we
would not object to Government contri-
buting more towards the huilding of more
Musiim and Hindu schools =0 that there
would be no grouse at all, if there is a
grouse. I there i3 zrouse that Hindus
and Muslims are not getting headteacher-
ships in schools. Iet Government give
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oreater grants to the Musiim and Hindu
religious bodies to build scheols. T am
sure  the religious bes  would nut
take umbrage to that. But I want to
sav this: we have seen the pattern of
ih’ings to come, This Government is a

partisan Government.  With the recent
appointment to the Credit Corpora-
tion =

Mr, Speakers Please do not dis-
cuss that,

Mr. Bowman: This debate con-

cerns the Government and we must ——

Mr. Speaker: rule. that i= not
the guestion.

Mr. Howmsan: You have not
heard what T have in mind, Almost all
the people appointed to the present

meambershin of the Credit Corporation
are P.PP members, My, Benmn
“There is nothing wrong with that.”'}
But what would be the impression
in this countrv?  And that s exactlv
what is poing to happen in theee schools.
Fvery appointment made is going 10 be
a P.P.P. member. It would be 2 sorrv
dav: and T want to sav further: if their
plan succeeds, and if the people make
the same mistake again next vear and
return  this Government. God help us.
For my part. T know what is going 1o
happen; but I want this Council to know
what is poing to happen

1 had the occasion. during the early
part of this year when we were discussing
the Cinematograph Bill. to say that this
is a Christian country, My friends are
determined to turn if into a communist
country,

The hon. MNominated Member Mr.
Hubbard, when referring to two previous
speakers vesterday, said that they werc
representatives of denominational bodies
i want to ask that eentieman, who does
he represent here? What relieion? He
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has none. He does not believe in God. believe in God, you objected, I am not

He, too, would say that God is the
mvention of man., These people do not
believe in God. They want to convert
this ceuniry into a communist country,
and that is the first step -— get control
of the schools, change the educational
code and intreduce communist leduca-
tion. Their intention is to change and
meuld the minds of youths. They want
to bring in communist education which
denies God, and this is only the begin-
ning. 1 think the two Bishops sheuld
get all the Clergy together and carry out
a colomy-wide demonstration. This
thing must be fought and fought by all
means.

A lot of things have been said i
this Council. With Your Henour’s per-
mission [ would like to read a passage
which T copied from a book called
“Revolt of the Masses”. Page 83 states:

“All democratic pullic authorities, in
spite of their being all powerful, limit
their attempts even at their own expense,
to leave room in the State over which
they rule for those to live in who neither
feel nor think as they do; that is to say
as 4o the stronger, the majority, And it
is well t® remember, that the supreme
form of generosity, is the right which the
majority concedes to minorities.”

That is true in essence. If, because
they are in the majority, they are deter-
mined to push down the throats of other
people things which they do not like, as
have been done in other instances, then it
will be seen what will happen in the
years to come, if they are in office.
1 have been in that Party for a
long time. 1 know how the members
think. There was a time when 1 sup-
ported their ideas; but I am a thinking
human being. They think, also, but
there is a difference between their way
of thinking and mine.

I have said it openly in this Council,
time and again, that T had quarrelled
with them often over certain things; and
the other day when I said there are
certain individuals here who do not

going to say that new. 1 would say that
all of them do not believe in God, and
they are playing a role. They cannot
convinee me to the contrary. [ asked
them to tell me who is responsible for
the —emmm

Mir. Speaker : Are we 1o ‘b*‘
burdened with your personal quarrels?

Mr. Bowman:  This s
guarrel,

not a

Mr. Speaker: But you are refer-
ring to quarrels instead of dealing with
the guestion before the Council. We do
not want to be burdened with your per-
sonal quarrels. In  this Council you
have to debate according to the Rules.

Mr. Bowman: rose¢ ———

Mir. Speaker: Wil you lake your
seat!  You have to debate accerding to
the Rules. There are other places where
you can burden individuals with the
quariels of the Party to which you once
belonged. The debate does not relate to
your pcrsuml quarrels with that Party.
Your personal quarrele do not concern
this debate.
Bowman: Mr. Speaker. we
are e with a sublect which relates
to religion. 1 am expressing the view,
and 'he fact, that these who introduced
this Bill do not believe in Ged, and this
is an attempt to destroy religion in this
country, It is the first attempt. You
may say 1 am wrong.

Mr

Mr. Speaker: Mo, 1 :spckc about
vour persenal quarrels,  As long as you
are not on that, you can go sn.

Mr. Bowman: 1 am Iying to
bring to the at“eenti«;m ot this Coungil
that 1 really do not believe that it is
{ ~ho has brought
i;i;, is dsmz what he =
angt that is a fact. If he

the Minister, iz
this Motion.
1o do,

told




159 Lducation
[MRr. BowMAaN]

denies it, then he is toeing the line. Like
everybody else he has to toe the line or
get the boot. My friend here (Mr.
Beharry) got the boot. [Laughter.}
He got the boot because he refused to
toe the line. 1 did not get the boot.
{An hen. Member: s that s077}] I
know that the Minister believes m God,
but he has been forced to introduce this
hideous thing in this Council. 1t is
human nature for him to have some sort
of weakness, The Minister has ambition,
and he thinks of what will happen to
him when we get independence, He has
just been promoted as the Minister of
Police, and he is thinking in terms of
tomorrow. If I were in his position, I
might also have thought about these
things. These considerations have forced
him to introduce this Bill, and T am in
sympathy with him. Perhaps when he
shall have reached my age — if he lives
that fong — he will think as T am think-
ing today.

{ weuld like the Minister to think
in terms of withdrawing this Bill in the
same manner as Government withdrew
the Rice Bill some time ago. This Bill
will divide the people in this country. I
have already tabled a Question, but I
would like the Minister t© tell me how
much money this Government has spent
from C.D. & W. funds for the building
and repairing of schools from the time
it has been receiving money from that
source? 1 would aiso like to know how
much money Government has spent
from local revenue for the same purpose
over the same period?

Who are the taxpayers? They want
fo take away the schools from the
denominations because they claim that
the taxpavers are paying the teachers,
but they have forgotten that the parents
of the children who attend these schools
are also taxpayers. If you pay the
teachers from taxpavers’ money and the
parents are also taxpayers, what is wrong
with that? Ts it the momey of the so-
called Ministers? :
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Mr. Speaker : 1t seems to me that
vou cannot avoid being rude and im-
proper. You are getting more and more
reprehensible,

Mr. Bowman: 1 can take anything
from you, Sir; it makes no difference to
me. As long as I say what I want fo say
it is all right. It is the taxpayers’ money
that is paying the teachers, and I would
like to know why Government is s# deter-
mined to take over these schools? Can’t
Government build the number of schools
it promised to build? At the moment
the taxpayers’ money is running the busi-
ness of the schools, I believe that most
of the taxes are paid by Christians in this
country, and I think I can say that with
certainty. 1 do net see any harm in Gov-
ernment paying the salarics of teachers.
I appeal to the Minister to withdraw
tnis Bill, because it will have its reper-
cussions, {Pause.}

Mr, Speaker: if no other Member
wishes to speak, I shall ask the hon.
Minister to reply.

Mr., Kendgall: 1, like a good many
Members who have already spoken, am
opposing this Bill because 1 think it is a
very bad piece of legislation to be placed
on the Statute Book at this time, Like
alb of us here, 1 am a wroduct #f a
denominational  scheol end I am mot
ashamed of it. 1 am yet to find that the
Government schools in this ceuntry have
produced a better type of citizen than the
denominational schools.

[ am worried

indecent

about the

haste with which the Government is try-
ing to force this bit of legislation through
this Council. It is unfortupate that it
should have come at this time of the vear
when all Chriztians are thinking of peace
and goodwill.

£
8

ime, because be
r of duak control s

at th
s matke

e
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under constant consideration by his Gov-
ernment and the heads of religisus Bodies
whe share - in these denominational
schools. The Minister was told quite
recently that no firm decision ceuld be
made by these: denorainational Bodies,
because they have to put his suggestion
to the parent Bodics either in the United
Kingdom or in Canada.

1 am not surprised that the Minister
has dome this today, because I can re-
member in 1958 when this Government
tabled its first Budget in this Council —
I think it-was on the 3rd February, 1958
1 made my ebservation on this ques-
tion of dual centrsl. If you will permit
me to read from page 700 of the Hansard
Sir, hon. Members will recall that T said:

“Several members sitiing here are the
products of dual contrgiled schools, If
they feel that what they have learnt in
those schools was not sufficient and they
want Government to control all schools
in order to satisfy a few, ill say that
they are ungrateful.” ‘ -

On this very page the present Minister of
Community Devclspment and Education
replied »---he was not a Minister at the
time; he was the Member for Central
Demerara. This is what he said:

*“1 am a product #f a depominational
school, and [ have had to unlearn much
that I have Jearnt at the primary school.
The policy of the denominational schools
is working hardshiss on the people in this
community.”

He then agrecd with the hon. Member
for Georgetown South, who, T présume,
will speak en this matter at a later stage,
that grants should be taken from denom-
inational - Bodigs.. The Member for
Central Demerara also said:

1

“I was discriminated against when I
sought employment as a school teacher.”

1 am wondering whether he is taking the
opportunity now he is a Minister to use
his power to carry out a “vendetta” for
hat Bie, appaiently, believes was a wrong
ne to him wien he sought employment
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us a school teacher. Perhaps it is good
that he was not given cmployment as a
scheol teachier. because he may not have
been in the pesition which he occupies
today as a Minister of the Government
of British Guiana.

From the discussion I have heard on
this Bill, I think it is dishonest to suggest
that because the population of this coun-
iry is made up #f a large percentage of
non-Christians, they do not derive enough
bencfit from education for the contribu~
tion they make. [ think that was said
in 1958 by certain Members. I think
it is-true to say that if the country had to
depend on money from - that source to
build primary schools, the figure for
illiteracy would have been higher than it
is today.

T would like to remind the Minister
that—speaking as a Congregationalist—
1 see #n the Schedule to this Bill the No.
5 Congregational school which will be
taken over by Government, The Minister
sshould know from his Advisers ithat
that school was built at, a time when the
villagers in that area contributed their
self-help to one-third of the cost of the
school, and the balance came frem the
grant of 3$700,000 by the Imperial
Government for education.

The denominations have done a ot
to assist in ihc development of this
country, I think it is very dishonest on
the part of the Government to confis-
cate the No. 5 Congregational School.
The Minister, if he visits the site, will
find that the construction of that school
is different from that of the other schools,
It was not built by the Public Works
Department, or by the contractor of the
Education Department, but by a contrac-
tor engaged by the Manager of the de-
nomimation, which received 2 contribu-
tion from Government to assist the cost
of rebuilding the school in that area. I
do not know how the Government can
with honesty deprive the denomination
of control of that school in the circum-
stances. 1 hope the Minister will see
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wisdom in remgving that school from the
tist of schools to be taken over.

As previous speakers have indicated,
thiis is a political move, and al-
though the Minister tried to justify
s action by citing incidents dating
back 35 wyears ago, I am certain
that all of those incidents were not
based on politics, Why &y 1o deprive
ies of control of these
and to say that Govern-
wants conirol so as to have right
of entry? At present no one prevents
Government officess from entering  de-
nominational schools, and [ believe that
when i was decided to build these
schools on Church lands there was an
agreement which gave the denominational
bodics the right to control the school.
I say again that it is dishonest to de-
prive the denominations of that right,
simply because Government has a major-
ity vote and would like to display its
power in this direction.

ment

Mr, Rais 1 thought that no Mem-
her was allowed to xmpufﬁ dishonesty in
another Member of the Council, or the

CGovernment.  Several Members have
imputed dishonesty  to myself in  this
matter and I would ask—

Mr, Speaker: I  stopped the

Member. Perhaps vou were outside, |
do not hesitate to stop a Member the
moment dishonesty is imputed.

Mr. Rai:
just imputed dishonesty
the Government.

The hon. Member has
to me and to

Mr, Jacksom: Mot to vou as an
individual.

Mr, Rai: He speaks of dishonesty.

Mr. Speaker: If he refers to the

: here 15 nothing wrong

impuie

dishonesty to individual Members.
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Mr. Kendall:
very good friend of mine and he knows
that T would be the last person to impute
dishonesty on his part, but he will ap-
precitte  that iff tx Bill is passed the
Government cbh will have wmmnt@d
o breach o Previous Govern-
mmde certadn arrangemenss  and
igreed to certain conditions, but instead
of honpuring the agreement  this Gov-
snment is using its voting strength to
break it, which is dishonesty on the part
of the Covernment,

The Minister s a

ments

vy
]

My, Rai: | wish to say again that
in oy view it is net proper for any
NMember of this Council to impute  dis-
honesty on the part of the Government
oi‘ the country or a Minister, and the

ember has imputed dishonesty 10 me.

Mr, Speaker' I have ruled al-
ready, and the Member has said that he
is not imputing dishonesty to the Minis-
think he says that if Government
red into a certain agreement and
had broken that agreement, it is dis-
honest. I the hon. Member should
impute dishonesty to any Member of this
Council I would promptly stop him.

Mr, Rai:

He says it is dishonest.

Mr. Kendail:  Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.  As | have said before, T am

oppssing this Bill, as I feel it is wrong
that the Government  should try to en-
act this bit of legislation at a time when
the two parties concerned are consider-
ing ways and means of finding a solu-
tion to the problem of dual control ef
schools. I think it is wrong that the
Minister of Education and the Govern-
ment, knowing that at the moment there
is no of a breakdown in the negotia-
tions between the Government and the
denominational  bodies, should try to
force legislation of this kind through the
Council.

I also feel that it is wreng for the
(Jovcrnment {o take control of the No. §
: School in the building of
which the members of the Congregational
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Church contributed over one-third of
the cost, the balance being provided by
C.D. & W. grant. I agree with pre-
vious speakers who said that this legisla-
tion is merely the thin edge of the wedge,
and that the control of education in the
manner which this Government is seek-
ing, and the type of training which it
proposes to introduce will reduce the
citizens of British Guiana from free
people to slaves.

Mr. Saffee: I rise to support the
Bill wholeheartedly. = We have heard
quite a lot of argument from the other
side of the Table, but 1 do not share
the opinions of many of the previous
speakers who have ventured to distort
Government’s purpose in taking over
control of certain schools which are
now under the management of the
Churches. As far as I can see there
has been complete distortion of Govern-
ment’s mtention, and that it has been
done deliberately to create a bad im-
pression among the people.

Discrimination is something which we
should not tolerate far less try to foster.
We have heard that the Church has done
a tremendous lot for Guianese. I admit.
and 1 think all rationally minded
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Guianese will admit that that is a fact,
but is it not also a fact that there is dis-
crimination — that certain people who
are capable of assuming responsibility
have not been allowed an opportunity to
do so because of their religious faith
of which the Christian Church does not
approve? We admit that the denomina-
tional bodies have done quite a lot in
educating Guianese, but there comes a
time when certain changes are necessary
in the life of a community or a country.
We agree that the Church has plaved its
part, but is it not a fact that the Church
has reached the point where it is not able
to shoulder the financial burden of edu-
cation in this growing community?

Mr. Speaker:
much longer.

Mr. Saffee: Yes, Sir

I think you will be

ADJOURNMENT

The Chief Secretary : I beg to move
that Council adjourn to Wednesday of
next week.

Mr, Speaker: Council is adjourned
to Wednesday next at two o’clock in the
afternoon.

Council adjourned accordingly, at
5.03 p.m.
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