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Traiming

The Minuics of the meeting of the
Council held en Thursday, 26th January,
1961, as printed and cicculated, were
taken as read and coniitmed.

ORAL ASKING AND ANSWERING

OF QUESTIONS
CADETSHIP TRAINING SCHEME
My, Bo i beg to ask the
hon. the Chief Secretary Question No.
7 standing in my name on the Order
Paper: What has  Government  done

about the Cadeiship Training Scheme?

The Chiel seeretarv: The Adminis-
trative Cadet training scheme was com-
menced in 1955 and i addition  the
Government  has  since introduced
schemes for the training of Cadet Police
Officers. Cadet inspectors of Taxes and
a Cadet Auditor. Under these schemes
nine Cadets have completed their train-
ing and have been  appointed either  as
Adminisirative Assistants  or  Assistant
sSuperintendents of Police. Fitteen Cadets
arce still receiving training  and  twelve
candidates are about to  be seiected for
training. The Cadet  Scheme is working
very satisfactorily.

Mr. Burnham: As 2
ary « i t i

] what are the
gualification

o

s for Cadets?

The Chiet Secrefary: in thc case of
Administrative Cadets the usual gualifi-
cation is a university degree or its  equi-
valent. There are cases where Cadets can
appear hefore the Public Service Com-
mission as direct entrants without a uni-
versity degree. Perhaps I may go one
stage further and say that whilst nnder-
going training. these Cadets are attached
to Ministrics for periods of approximately
six months, and generally proceed to the
United Kingdom for a course at one of
the universities.

My, Byroham: As a further supple-

mientary guestion, can the  Chicf Sccre-
tary tell us whether the  salary  given a
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Cadet without # university degree is as
high as that given to a university grad-
nate?

The Chief Secretarv: 1 am afraid |
do not know.

TRAINING OF GUIANESE FOR

PUBLIC SERVICE

mr. Burnham: I beg to ask the hon.
the Chict Secrctary Question No. 8
standing  in my name  on the Order

Paper: What consultation has there heen
hetween Government  and the  authori-
tics of the University College of the West
Indies with a view to  cnsuring  trained
Guianese personnel for  filling  various
posts in the Public Service?

The Chief Secvetary: [t has heen
agreed with the authoritics of the Uni-
versity College of the West fadies that.
on the publication of a Notice advertising
a vacancy or vacancies, a copy should be
sent to the Registrar  of the  University
College who would bring the vacancy to
the notice of suitably gualificd Guianese
students there. This procedure has been

followed during the  past two  vears.
Copies of Notices  are also sent to the
Secretary of the  British Guianese  Stu-

dents’ Association at the College.

Mr. Bornham:  As a supplementary
guestion, will the Chief  Sceretary  state
whether Government  informs the  au-
thoritics of the U.CW.1. of vacancics
which arc likelv to arise. for which stu-
dents there can pursuc  courses, as is
donc in the casc of Jamaica by the
famaican Government?

The Chief Secrefary: Yes. Sir,
notices of vacancics arc sent to  the

LARORN

As a further supple-
mentary guestion.  May | ask  whether
rovernment has  not  approached  the
LCW. L indicating  what vacancics arc
ikely to arise in the future, so  that
Guianese stodents can  pursuc  courses

Mr. Burnham @

{
{
1
i
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with a view to filling thosc vacancies in
the years to come, as is done by the
Jamaican Government?

The Chict Secretary:
sure what the hon. Member
“in the future”, but we do notify the
U.C.W.I. when vacancies arise  with the
object, if possible, of appointing quali-
ficld Guiancse students into the Public
Service here.

1 am not quite
mecans by

ORDER OF THE DAY
COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) ORD!-

NANCE
Mr. Speaker:  The Minister of
Trade and Industry is to move the

Second Reading of the following Bill:

A Bill intituled “An Ordinance fo
amend the Cempanies Ordinance.”

The Minister of Trade and Industry
(Dr. Jagan): Sir, this Bill before
Council can be said to be long overdue.
The Companies Ordinance, Chapter
328, 1s bascd on the Companies r-
dinance, 1908, of the United Kingdom,
I understand that since the 1908 cnact-
ment, therc has becn three revisions.
finally culminating in the Companies
Act of 1948 in the United Kingdom.
Unfortunately, our law has not been
brought up-to-date.

From time to time representations
have been made and, indeed, it was
thought that every ecffort should be
made to have a comprechensive law along
the lines of the 1948 Act in the United
Kingdom, but it was felt that since it is
necessary to have certain amendments
which will bring the law up-to-date, it
is proposcd, at this time. to introduce
such amendments. These have been gonce
into very carefully both by the Law Re-
form Committce and by the Sub-Com-
mittece of the Industrial Development
Advisory Committce on the Co-ordina-
tion and Promotion of Industrial Ac-
tivity in. British Guiana. It is felt now
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(Amendment) Ord. 1030
that there i3 a gencral spirit of develop-
ment in the air. that we should bring,
up-to-date, our Companies Ordinance
to assist and safcguard those who wish
to embark upon and take interest in
industrial and commercial ventures.

Clause 2 of the Bill sceks to per-
mit the alteratiom of the objects of a
company. In the original Ordinance,
Section 10 says that the alteration of
the objects of a company could only take
effect after confirmation by the Supreme
Court. This, certainly, is a time-consum-
ing exercise and, therefore, provision is
made now, in Clausc 2 of this Bill, to
permit of such alteration to take place at
a meeting; and for this alteration to be-
come part of the objects of a company,
within the specified time. However, with-
in that time, provision is made for ap-
peal to the Supreme Court by share-
holders or debenture-holders of the com-

pany.

Clause 3 sccks to provide for con-
ditions  contained in a company’s
memorandum to be altered by special
resolution if any of those conditions
could lawfully have been contained in
the articles of association of the com-
pany.

Clause 4 secks to make provision
for the establishment of a sharc premium
account. It also sceks to make provision
for shares to be issued at a discount and
for redecmable preference shares to be
issued by a company limited by shares if
authorised by its articles of association.

Clauses 5 and 8 provide for the
holding of the annual general meeting of
a company and the filing of particulars
with the Registrar. Variations arc pro-
posed here because it is found, from ex-
perience that,  particularly in the  first
year after incorporation or soon there-
after, sometimes it is very  difficult to
have this gencral mecting and to file the
relevant material with the Registrar; so
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provision is made here, now, to extend
the time so that the company and the of-
ficials of the company can have ample
time to call such a general mecting and
to file such particulars,

Clause 11 of the Bill makes pro-
vision whereby the Supreme Court may
order the calling of a meeting of a com-
pany cither on its own motion or on the
application of a director, or of @ member
entitled to vote, where it is impracticable
to call or conduct a meeting of the com-
pany in the manner prescribed, and the
Supreme Court may give any directions
it may think cxpedient.

Clause 16 of the Bill secks to make
piovision for the registration with the
Registrar of the Supreme Court, of mort-

gages or charges existing on  property
which has been acquired by a  company

iegistered in British Guiana.

As [ said, these amendments arc
merely meant to streamline the Ordin-
ance and to take advantage of somc ef
the mere favourable aspects of the Uni-
ted Kingdom Act of 1948, As 1 pointed
out at the beginning, these measures are
leng overdue; therefore, 1 have great
pleasure, now, in moving the Second
Reading of the Bill intituled an Ordin-
ance to amend the Companies Or-
dinance.

The Minister &f Natural Resowrces
{Mr. Benn) : 1 beg to sccond the Motion.

Mr, Tasker: Mr. Speaker. T do not
think there is any  argument  about the
need for this Bill. T only wish to say that
it is an extremely ably drafted Bill, o Bilt
which is overdue, and a Bill which has
ehviously required a great deal of care-
ful preparation. I commend Government
for bringing it forward. and ¥ think it is
a great advanee in our legisiation.

Mr, Hobbard: 1, too, warmly wel-
come this Bill. It is noteworthy for what
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it scts out to do, and also for the fact
that it 1s another commentary on the life
of the circumlocution office. it is a picce
of lcgislation which has been in the mills
of the Government for, as far as I have
kcen able to determine, no less than five
years. It is one more reason why 1 kecp
o reiterating the necessity of  our
strcamlining procedure,  so that we  get
things out of the mills far quicker than
we are able to do now.

Five years is a long time for any-
thing, particularly when, as I understand,
the original approach in conncction with
the proposal to amend the Companics
Ordinance came with a draft of proposed
amendments. But [ realize that what has
come out is far more comprehensive than
the original suggestions, and I would like
to commend the tegal officers for the care
and attention that they have given to this
matter.

I just want, again, to say how much
we arc in need of dissolving the circum-
focution office with its  principlc of how
not to do, and of substituting some new
system with the principle of how to do,
guickly.

On the Bill itself: There is just one
thing that is disturbing my mind. We are
at the beginning of a period which might
be likened to the days of Britain’s  carly
companies’ days which ended up in the
South Sea Bubble. 'The ditficulties of
Timber Development, Limited, in recent
times, I think, should warn us that legis-
lation for comparnics should adequately
protect the members  of the  companies.
that is to say, the sharcholders; and I
refer in this  connection particularly to
those provisions which prescribe punitive
mecasures against officials of a company
who, knowingly and wilfullv, omit to do
certain things.

I am a great respectnr of Courts, and
I know how very difficult it is to  prove
things in Court. T know, also. that a man
may omit to do things wilfullv and know-
ingly and yet it may be  impossible  to
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prove that he has wilfully and knowingly
omitted to do these things; and I should
like some information to be put before
us to convince us that we should depart
from what has existed in the law before
and introduce this new step of having
to make it necessary to prove that a
thing was wilfully and knowingly
omitted. With these short comments, 1
commend the Bill to the Council.

The Attorney-General (Mr. Austin):
This is a Bill which, in cffect, puts new
wine into old bottles, and to that extent
it is not entirely satisfactory, since the
bettles themselves are  very old and the
substantive  Companies legislation is
based on the Companies Act, 1948.

I recorded, exactly two years ago
to this day, something which puts clearly
what I wish to say. I said at the time:

“I think it is most important that
when the spirit of development is in the
air in British Guiana we should have up-
to-date Company legislation to assist and
safeguard those who »wish (o cmbark upon
or take an interest in industrial and com-
mercial ventures.

Our present law is hopelessly out of
date, and we cannot therefore have the
benefit of modern case law since that
largely arises out of the Companies Act
1948 of the U.K. Jt is in the interest of
the country that our law should be brought
up-to-date without further delay.”

On that point, 1 tried to get a
Committee set up to examine Company
legislation with a view to recommend-
ing a re-enactment of the Ordinance,
because of the importance of Company
law to a developing commercial and in-
dustrial community. However, it was
difficult to de so at that time for various
reasons and, eventually, this Bill was
produced, which has taken important
provisions out of the Companies Act,
1948, and adapted them to our needs
here.

I would like to say, however, that
the Government does not intend to let
the matter rest there. The question of
providing the country with up-to-date
Company legislation is very much in
the minds of the Law Reform Com-

{Amendment ) Ord. 1034
mittee which, as hon. Members know,
consists of representatives of the various
aspects of law in this country: judiciary,
law officers, and practising lawyers with
experience in various branches of the
law. We hope, as soon as possible, to
eet down to this very big task of pro-
ducing an entirely new Companies law.
We have already obtaincd models from
elsewhere based on the Companies Act,
1948, the latest Companies legislation
in England, but, of course, everything
has to take its turn in the Government
according to the necessary priorities. It
is net merely a matter of sitting on

things for five years. It is a matter of
other things, often more important,

taking priority.

I hope that hon. Members, when
they signify their approval of this Bill,
will do so against this background: that
this is an interim measure, and before
long it is hoped that a complete stream-
lined Bill will be presented te the Coun-
cil to give the country up-to-date Com-
panies legislation.

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill read a Second time.

Council reselved itself into Com-
mittee to consider the Bill clause by
clause.

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE

Clauses 1 to 18 agreed to as printed.

Clause 19.——Amendment of section
251 of Chapter 328.

Rie. Gajrai: There seems to be an
error here, because the first line of this
Clause mentions “Secction 197,  where-
as the explanatory notc refers to an
Amendment of section 251 of the Prin-
cipal Ordinance. 1 should ask the hon.

Attorney-General to check on it.

The Chairman:  There is a defini-
tion of “director” in Section 251. The
definition begins at the third line of
page 4426.
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Mr. Gaijrai: It s
printer’s error here.

probably a

The Attornev-General: That 1s
right, Sir. It should be Secction 251,

Question put. and agreed to.

Clause 19, as amended, ordered to
stand part of the Bill.

Clause 20 agreed to as printed.
Councit resumea.

Dr. Jsgam Sir, 1 beg to report that
the Bill has been conmsidered in Com-
mittee  with a  slight  Amendment to
Clause 19. 1 now beg to move that the
Bill be read the Third time.

Question put, and agreed to.

Bill the Third time and

passed.

read

FLECTRIFICATION OF VILLAGES

Mr. Burnham: 1 beg to move the

Motion standing in my namc on the
Order Paper which reads as follows:

“Be it oresolveds That tnis
recemmends that Government ¢
negotiations to ascertain whett
so on what terms, the various
cstates would  be prepared 1o elec
villages until Wt e
rural electrifi

Council

a5 1he

I do not propose to be long on this
Motion because 1 find it difficult to an-
ticipate any opposition to it. In the first
place it recommends that negotiatious
be opened: it does not for one moment

suggest what should be done. 1 have
had the advantage of travelling along
the East Coast on many an cvening

and seeing several-—or at least two that
I can remember—suogar estates like
oascs of light in the midst of a  desert
of darkness, and those deserts of dark-
ness are in fact the wvillages. 1 have
wondered, because on many of those
occasions the lights from the estates
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scemed to be in profusion, so much so
that I suspect that therc is an attempt
by those who own the generating plants
to usc up as much energy as  possible
for fear of their machinery being fouled
if full use is not made of the power that
15 generated.

For some time now we have been
told that this Government and the pre-
vious Government had anticipated elec-
trifying the rural arcas which, of course,
would include the villages. T have made
some slight and cursory investigation,
and 1 am led to believe that this plan
for rural electrification by the Govern-
ment is not likely to become a reality
within a short time. [ am going ¢ be
charitable and assume that it is likely
to become a reality during the  lifetime
of some of the younger ones of us, but
certainly it is not foreseen within the
next few years. My further investigation
has also led me to the conclusion that
it would be possible, in some cases, for
those sugar ecstates with generating
plants to supply electricity to the sur-
rounding villages; not necessarily te
distribute clectricity to individual  con-
sumers or would-be consumers, but to
supply it in bulk. perhaps to the local
authority or village council concerned.
which can then undertake the respon-
sibility fer distribution as. for instance.
has been done in the case of Wismar-
Christianburg by the Demerara Bauxite
Company.

I am not that naive to assume that
such a plan would be without certain
practical difficultics. or to assume that
there will not be a number of minutiae
that will have to be worked out. T am
aware, for instance, that on some of the
cstates there is only a scasonal  supply
of a large amount of power. When an
estate is grinding and the steam boilers
are in use there is a  greater and over-
whelming supply, but 1 understand that
in some cases when there is no grinding
the respective estates switch back to a
small diesel plant which can serve the
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immediate needs of the estate and
such personnel as usc clectricity.

That difliculty, as 1 see it, is not
one that ¢annot be surmounted, and it
is not one which cannot be resolved as
a result of discussion and negotiation.
There can be arrangements made, for
instance, perhaps to supplement the
plants on the estates or to supplement
the facilities, so that even in the off-
grinding period the necessary power can
be generated which will yield a surplus
that can be sold to the local authorities
for distribution to consumers who would
be interested in taking the clectricity.

I do not believe that there is any-
onc here who would not like to see the
modern and civilized convenience of
clectricity made available to the people
in the villages and in the country districts
of this country. No one, I think, will
have to labour the advisability of having
clectricity made availabie to the people
in the villages and in the couniry dis-
tricts. Perhaps it may be said that
since the purchase of the Demerara Elec-
tric Company’s undertaking and the
bringing into being of the British Guiana
Electricity Corporation, the direct re-
sponsibility will be not that of Govern-
ment but of the Electricity Corporation,

To my mind, if such an argument
were put forward it would show the
emphasis on technicalities rather than on
realities, because if I remember cor-
rectly, the constitution of the Corpora-
tion is such as to leave a certain amount
of residuary power in the hands of the
Minister, and in any case, even if the
machinery were to be provided through
the Electricity Corporation. I c¢annot
imagine in the wildest flights of fancy,
that the British Guiana Electricity Cor-
poration would refuse to adept and im-
plement the nolicy which has been ac-
cepted by the Government of the day.

In the circumstances. thercfore, T
proposc that Government enter into
negotiations  with the various sugar
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cstates to find sut whether they have
avaifable power, and whether they would
be willing to make available such power
tor the use of the people in those arcas.
and in what circumstances and on what
terms power could be made available for
our residents in the rural areas, Of
course, | anticipate that the arrangement
will have to be such that the pro fem
system can be absorbed without any
difficulty into the larger system of rural
clectrification when that becomes a fact.

My, Jackson:  Reserving my right
to speak at a later stage, I beg to second
the Motion.

The Minister of Communications
and Works (Mr. Ram Karran): 1 wish
to take this opportunity to hearily con-
gratulate the hon. Member. for bringing
forward such an important measure as
the electrification of the rural areas,
even at this late stage in the life of this
Council. I observed that there was
some difficulty on his part, due to illness,
in getting ready for the debate on the
Motion. 1 am glad the hon. Member
is well enough to come here this after-
noon to dispssc of it, for it has been on
the Order Paper for some time.

Government is not unmindful of the
need for eclectrifying the rural areas of
this country, and indeed did not wait
until the hon. Member tabled his Mo-
tion ‘to inquire from the sugar estates
about the availability of electricity in
these arcas. The picture that has been
painted so far by the sugar estate autho-
ritics is more or less as described by the
Mover of the Motion, that is, that in the
grinding period there is a great amount
of electricity produced for the grinding
of canc and other works carried on in
the factories, but that when that period
is over they usually switch over to a
small diesel plant merely to supply elec-
tricity for the residents and the workers
on the estates.

As far as I understand from the
operators of these plants, it would be
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quite uneconomical, and indeed they are
in many cases unwilling to undertake the
responsibility  of  generating  clectricity
for consumgtion by the residents in
villages, except that in onc or two cases
it has been suggested that Government
should purchasc plants and put them at
the disposal of the sugar estates con-
cerned, for the gencration and supply of
electricity to be distributed 1n bulk to
consumers in the villages.

Without having had an opportunity
to go into the details of this matter the
hon. Member suggests that we should
not get bogged down in technicalities
but should look at the matter realisti-
cally,  Nevertheless, there is a  great
deal of investigation to be done.  For
instance, the hon. Member will appre-
ciate that it would be very difficult to
“marry” the system to be carried out by
the  Electricity Corporation five years
from now with a system that carries a
different voltage.

It would be necessary to resort to
very expensive transformers and other
gadgets in order to “marry” the two
systems, and I am sure the hon. Member
will agree that this is too pocr a country
for us at this stage, when rural clectrifi-
cation is in sight.  That is in spite of
what the hon. Member says about the
younger people of this generation. 1
am not as pessimistic as he is.  Certainly
I can say that rural electrification will
be  something which the older ones
among us will be able to sce in their
lifetime, let alone the hon. Member who
is still very young.

These technical difficultics must be
gone into — must be overcome -— be-
forec we can bhegin to talk about buying
additional plant and handing it over to
the operators on the sugar estates for a
general clectrification scheme. Perhaps,
T can inform the hon. Member that
generating clectricity on a small scale 1s

2np FEerUARY, 196]

of Vilinges 1040
not very attractive; and [ know of one
mstance  where  the sugar estates —
Bookers Sugar Estates, Limited, which
generate clectricity in Bartica for the
residents there — are net very happy
about it and have been, for some time,
urging upon Government an increase of
the rates under which they operate the
existing franchise and, indeed, the rates
have been revised upward only recently
with the agreement of the Bartica Village
Authority.  Even Bookers would Tlike
to give up the franchise merely because
it 13 very uneconomical.

In view of the fact that Government
has, or will, put up proposals, as soon
as the two 10-Megawatt diesel sets are
installed at the Kingston Plant, there will
be the availability of power, and its
expansion very rapidly, to the rural
arcas, followed by the possibility of
hydro-clectricity.  This is an attempt,
at this tate hour, by the hon, Member
to put money into a scheme which would
not be wholly satisfactory. It is far
better for us to go ahecad with the main
scheme and urge the Electricity Cor-
poration to proceed with the scheme for
rural clectrification.  Let us get over
th purchasing of the plant: tet us, by all
means think of the plant, and T am sure
that cven before the plant is paid for,
the expansion of the distribution system
would be put on part of the East Coast
and there will be rural electrification in
the arcas around Georgetown.

I am not, as I have said, as pessimis-
tic as the hon. Member. 1 think the
firm way in which the Motion 1s worded
- that  Government  should  negotiate
with the sugar producers ~— 18 unaccep-
table to Government because, as 1 have
said. we have alrcady spoken to these
people and T think T should let the hon.
Member know as much as possible
on this question. 1 wish to assure
him that cvery cffort would be made
for the supply of clectricity from the
Electricity Corporation to the rural
arcas.  That, of course, does not mean

=
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that those people in the rural areas, who
wish to set up their own plants, would
be prevented from doing so.

I understand that in certain parts
of the Corentyne cfforts are being made
by people to set up their own plan’(‘s
under a co-operative system.  Investi-
eations are being carried out, data are
being obtained from the Electricity Cor-
poration and other electrical concerns
for the installation of diesel sets in some
of the rural areas until the rural electri-
fication scheme is put in.

I think Y heard the hon. Member
say that on his recent visit or visits to
the East Coast he had seen oases of
light in a sea of darkness. 1 am more
often in the area and can assure the hon.
Member that T am quite aware even
more than he who has noticed only re-
cently. Perhaps, 1 should point out that
the same situation exists in the Coren-
tyne, Berbice. T understand there is a
surplus of power at the New Amsterdam
Plant, and negotiations are going on with
the Town Council of New Amsterdam
with a view to expanding the distribu-
tion system in order that more people
would be able to get electricity.

Of course, as was indicated when
the Bill on the Electricity Corporation
was discussed, the Corporation would
eventually become a Colony-wide con-
cern and provision is made for the
generating plant in New Amsterdam to
be taken over by the Corporation.
When that is done all the technical de-
tails will be tied in. There, again, we
will run into some trouble because we all
know that the New Amsterdam system
of generating electricitv is different from
that in Georgetown. But I am sure the
hon. Member will live to sec that time;
and it is far better to tackle it then
rather than act on this untimely sug-
gestion of the hon. Member. [ think [
have said enough to assist the hon.
Member both on the technical as well as
on the realistic approach to the problem,
and T hope he will withdraw his Motion.
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Mz, Vasker: Like the hon. Mem-
ber for Georgetown Central, 1, also have
made it my business to make some in-
quiries on this subject, and [ think it is
fair to say that the result of these in-
quiries certainly shows that the practical
problems involved in this Motion cannot
be dismissed as he has suggested they
should be. T think there are also some
important matters of principle involved.

Firstly, I would like to clarify a
statement made by the hon. Minister of
Communications and Works who gave
the impression, in his comments just
now, that the sugar estates had been un-
wifling or reluctant to consider this
whole question at all. 1 do not think
that is a fair comment and it is not ac-
curate.  Certainly, the sugar industry
has made it clear, in its discussions with
Government, that it would not become
involved in being a public utility.  In
other words, it will not take on the re-
sponsibility fer the distribution of elec-
tric power to individual consumers. This
is a reasonable point of view, particu-
larly in the light of the newly-established
Electricity Corporation, which is a public
utility designed to do these things.

But the industry, I understand, has
also made it clear to Government that it
is perfectly willing to consider any pro-
posals whereby the generating capacity
of the sugar factories might be increased
and the surplus power be supplied in
bulk to an authority which would dis-
tribute it. [ think the hon. Member for
New Amsterdam will bear me out when
[ say that some four or five years ago,
when he was Minister of Communica-
tions and Works, this very question was
considered in terms of one particular
factory and one particular residential
area around it.

The matter was raised at that time
because the estate in question was about
to re-equip its electricity generating
plant; and had there been an agreement
to provide additional power in bulk to
the local authority, the estate would
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IR, TASKER] aceds are below k. there may be an

1n‘dutumumf;s;: surpius of electric power
then have purchased and installed a  at any given moment, but this, it is fair
farger plant than it needed for its own  to say, only happens for short periods.
requirements,  These  megot in There is no regularity of surplus power,
fact, broke down beca locat  and 1 think anvbody who has dealt with
authority was unable to ass: respon- this question will agree that you cannot

sibility for distribution and,
the estate purchased the plant that it
needed.  That was in 1956; and I am
informed that with the incvitable devel-
opment of the use of electric power In
the factory, coupled with the needs of
new consumers on the estate, the posi-
tion now is that the capacity of the new
plant is fully utilized.

a result,

On this gquestion of utilization: The
hon.  Mcember for Georgetown Central
suggested that there was an over-use of
clectricity on the cstates. I remember
he said that dviving by, the saw ouases of
light in a sca of darkness. and he gave us
the impression that estates were using up
more clectricity than they needed.  This,
I suggest, 1s hardly fair or logical.

After all, electric power is generated
by any industrial concern for the pur-
poses  of that  c¢oncern. Over and
above that, the sugar industiry has always
endeavoured to provide sufficient power
for the residents on the estates, but it

does not always succeed; and it certainly
has net succeeded up to the  present

moment. But there is a great distinction
bhetween putting in a plant for specific
industrial purposes and this question of
ending up as a public utidity.  This
seems to me not to he the responsibility
of the sugar industry.

The hon. Mcmber alse referred to
the “overwhelming supply of clectricity
during the ;rmdmw smsnn This is

just not tree.  What happens, T am in-
formed, s that during the grinding

season when the maximum power out-
put is required, the factories generate
electricity at a capacity 3@&(}[!&(6 for the
needs of the factory at its peak permd
1t fellows, therefore, that if the Tzetory’s

go into the business of supplving electri-
city unless you | a regular supply. |
admit that the recent history of the
Demerara Electric Company proves them
wrong, but the principle is the same.

Secondly, there is also the problem
of maintenance. Refercnce was made to
the standby gencrating  plant at the  cs-
tates—a dicsel generating  plant—which
goes into operation when the estates are
not grinding., This is not  because any-
pody wants to put in two different forms
of generating plmt, but simply because
the steam plant needs regular mainten-
ance and is taken out of  commission
when the factorv is not  grinding,  If,
therefore, it is suggcs{sd, that onc  solu-
tion might be for the estates to generate
clectricity continuousty with both steam
and diesel plant, it is  casy to sce  that
every factory would very soon find itself
in the position from which the Govern-
ment is now trying to extricate the Dem-
erara Electric Compuny-—in other words,
with evervthing burnt out, and with
serious breakdowns duc to the inability
to keep up with generating requirements
and at the same time ensure proper main-
tenance.

F
£,
i

The hor. Minister has already made
the point abour the uncconomic  opera-
tion of small clectrical undertakings, and
that s certainty borne out, T understand,
in the expericnce of the sugar industry.
The peint ¥ would Tike to make 1s that
the ;mlust'ry has at 2l fimes been willing
to consider any  proposition  from the
Government or, today,  from the Elee-
tricity Corporation. whereby the power
facilities of the factories could be brought
into what wauld, in the long run, become
2 national grid system.

B




1045 Flectrification
This is long term planning, but the
sugar industry is always willing to con-
sider possible ways in which it can con-
tribute to the common good. It is im-
portant, however, to maintain a clear
distinction between a willingness to con-
sider this problem and the suggestion-—
so often made these davs—that this is
something else that the sugar industry
should take on. I do not believe that
for one moment, and I do not think any-
body in this Council believes it, cither,
This is a matter for a public authority,
and it is up to that authority to organizc
its supplies in the best and most econo-
mical fashion. Tf there is any practical
way in which the sugar industry can
assist that authority in the generation of
the clectricity which we all want to sce.
then the sugar industry will be only too
willing to consider the matter. (/)

Mr. Jackson: Sir, one  would
have theught that the Motion which has
been brought forward by the hon.
Member for Georgetown Central couid
not have been brought carlier, in view of
the fact that the considerations which
would have made this possible have only
now come into operation with the esta-
blishment of the Electricity Corporation
to deal with the supply and distribution
of clectric current.

i make this statement because, 1
think, during the cricis when we were
criticizing the Electric Company for its
faiture to supply sufficient current to its
consumers. this was onc of the possi-
ble mecans of rclieving the situation.
If my memory serves me  correctly, I
made the point in this Council when we
were discussing one of the Bills in rel-
ation to the supply of electricity.  This
is a very appropriate opportunity which
onc can take te bring about the linking-
up of all suply sources of clectrical
energy for the benefit of the entire coun-
try. I refer to enerey of the kind which
is now being generated by the plants to
which reference has been made today.
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i am surc all of us know the coun-
try. On the East Coast of Demerara
vou have two sugar estates; on the East
Bank of Demerara you have another
cstate; on the West Coast of Demerara
you have about ihree; on the West Coast
of Berbice you have onc; on the Coren-
tyne Coast, I think, you have two sugar
estates.  Perhaps, if we go further we
can find other sugar estates in
some of the remote arcas of the country
which would be used for the purpose of
giving a supply of clectric energy for
consumption by afl the people wha are in
the country.

Nobedy is unmindful of the fact
that there would be difficultics in  this
mafter. The Minister himself referred
to some of the problems involved. He
said that it was nccessary to get trans-
formers to build up a supply for further
distribution. It is not my vicw that
technical problems are things that can-
not be overcome. Itis my view
thuat wherever there are technical prob-
lems voun will find people who can deal
with them cifectively and cfficiently.

It is a pity that the Minister mis
understood the views of the operators to
whom he referred. He said that the
operators were unwilling 1o do what was
suggested. A correction to his state-
ment was made by the hon. Nominated
Member. Mr. Tasker, who said that the
operatori, arc willing to make a contri-
bution to whatever system that may be
used for the purposc of generating a
supply of electric energy throughout the
country, having in view a national con-
cern,

I am in agrecment with the point
which has been made that the operators
should not be the people to supply elec-
tric energy as though they were a public
corporation or a utility concern. |
think the point which could be made in
that respect i1s that the operators siouid
sell the clectric current in bulk to the
Electricity Corporation for distribution
to the pcople. That is the pattern
which, I think, is pursued in some
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where - the

world
Corporation buys the clectric encrgy and

other parts of the
sells it to the consumers. That is the
reason why I said that this i1s the proper

time for us to embark on this project.

We have an Electric Corporation
which can purchase the clectric currens
from the estates in bulk, and sell it to
the consumers. 1t is not, in my view, a
problem which could not be tackled, but,
perhaps. the Government has a plan and
it 1s prepared to follow it.  The ques-
tion is:  How soon can Government’s
plant be put into operation?  Can the
plant be completed next year, or tnhe
next five years with certainty?  That is,
perhaps, the recason why there scems o
be some unwillingness on the part of
Government to accept this Motion.

it scems to me, in view of the
fact that moncy is net always casy to get,
the Government is finding it difficult to
obtain money at cither a lew or high rate
of interest. T think it would be better
for Government to accept  whatever
willingness there 1s on the  part of the
aperators of the sugar estates, and see
how soon it can put into reality some-
thing that has been promised the people
of this country for the past four or
five years.

It is to be regretted that in 1956
the Corporation to  which the hon,
Nominated Member, Mr. Tasker, re-

ferred did not see its way to take on the
rasponsibility  of  purchasing clectric
cnergy in bulk and selling it to  con-
sumers. Had the Corporation done that,
it would have proved that those who live
in the East are far more full of vision
than those who live in the West  where
the sum sets. § am sorry to hear that the
Corporation did not take on that respon-
sibility.

I feel that Government  should re-
examine this matter. in view of the
clarification given by Mr. Tasker. If the
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Minister were to review this situation, it
may-be feund that somecthing can be
done to bring about the materizlization
of a supply of elcctricity throughout the
country much carlicr than if the Govern-
nient follow its own plans.

Mir. Bowman: Ever since Govern-
ment has pounded into  their minds the
idea of rural clectrification, the people in
the rural arcas have been  looking for-
ward to the day when the villagers would
be provided with clectric lighting  facili-
tics. I observe that in the Development
Estimates the  amount sct aside for this
purpose is so small  that I do not know
what Government  really intends  to de
with the amount provided.

I think this Government is guilty of
withholding mformation from the Coun-
cil. The Minister claims that  Govern-
ment has  alrcady had  talks with  the
sugar estate authorities, but this Coun-
cil was net informed of the results  of
those talks. If the information obtained
from the sugar cstate  authoritics  had
been made  known to the Council no
doubt the hon. Member might not have
brought this Motion which suggests that
Government should seck the  co-opera-
tion of the estate authorities for the pur-
pose of providing clectric lighting facili-
tics for the wvillages as a  temporary
measure.

I am not a pessimist; I am a realist.
1 do not know when the rural clectrifica-
tion scheme will  become  an  accom-
plished fact, and in the circumstances I
think the  proposal in the Motion is a
reasonable one. It may take between 10
and 15 vyears before we have rural clee-
trification, during which time the people
11 the rural arcas will  have (o continue
without that amenity. As the hon. Nomi-
nated Member, Mr. Tasker, sad. and
the Minister has also stated, during the
zrinding scason the gencrating  plants
are not idle, but when the factories are
not grinding the generating plants can
provide clectricity for the villages.
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1 think that if Government agrees
to pegotiate with the sugar estate au-
thorities they weuld ®e prepared to as-
sist the villages with electric power. The
Minister said that certain technical as-
pects will have to be gone into. 1 do not
sce anything very difficult about the
matter. I am surc the sugar estate au-
thorities would be willing to co-operate,
but according te Mr. Tasker they would
have to comsider whether it would not
be dangerous for them to enter inte a
tusiness undertaking that may be taken
over by Government, or that they
would have to submit their plans for
approval by a Government which has
clearly indicated its intention to con-
trol certain industries in this country.
Government has alrcady taken over the
Demerara  Electric Company’s  plant,
and if the sugar estate authorities were
to agrec to give Government temporary
control of their gencrating plants, the
Government might develop the idea of
taking full control.

Mr. Taskers To a point of cor-
rection! T would like to clarify what [ am
alleged te have said. [ was at pains to
explain two things. Firstly, that there is
no surplus of clectric power available
from the existing generating plants on
the sugar estates. Sccondly, that the pro-
vision of generating capacity by steam
plant during grinding, and by diesel
pilant out-of-grinding, is designed to en-
sure balanced usz and proper mainten-~
ancc; and that if the steam plant were
used continuously the estates  would
quickly find themselves in the position of
the Demerara Electric Company.

It was sugsgested that there had
been reluctance by the sugar cstate
authorities to hand over contro} of their
generating plants. As far as 1T am aware,
that has never been suggested. What [
said was that the sugar estates would be
willing to consider any proposition
whereby additional electricity generated
on a sugar cstate could be supplied in
bulk to a public authority.
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Mr. Bowman: The point [ was
making was that it was said that during
the out-of-grinding scason the dicsel
plant was being used to generate elec-
tricity for use on the cstates. 1 got the
impression that it is possible that elec-
tric power could be sold if Government
negotiated with the estate authorities for
whatever surplus power there might be.
My friend is saying that there is no sur-
plus c¢lectricity from these plants during
the grinding season. The diesel plants
arc used during the out-of-grinding sca-
son, and he has told us that if the sugar
estates used their steam gencrating plants
regularly therc would be breakdowns
such as we experience in Georgetown.

I went on to make another point. |
did not say that Mr. Tasker had said so.
I am saying, in view of Government's
recent action, anyone might reasonably
fear that however temporary a partner-
ship with Government might be, Govern-
ment might be tempted to take over
complete control of an undertaking. That
is the point T was making. Thosc are
things which must be considered, and
considered properly. 1 think the request
in this Motion is quite reasonable be-
cause I do not know when Government
will be in a position to have the entire
countryside electrified.

Recently I moved a Motion recom-
mending that the Government —- owned
rice mills sheuld be sold to the rice pro-
ducers. The hon. Nominated Member,
Mr. Davis, moved an Amendment, which
was accepted, that Government should
undertake te sell those mills  when it is
practicable. T will ask the same ques-
tion here: when will Government be in
a position to implement the promise
made to the people in the rural areas
to electrify thosc arcas? Since 1 do not
see the possibility of that being done
within the next five years. T think
Government should bhe prepared to en-
ter into  negotiations at once with the
sugar cstate authoritics rather than re-
ject the Motion.
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Mr. Ajodua Singh:  Alter listen-
ing to the bon. Member for Demerara
River (Mr. Bowman}, 1 have come i
the conclusion thar  although he  was
once a sugar worker he has  forgotien
about the operations on a sugar estalce,
In the course of his speech  he tried to
tell us that because the sugar  estates
have diesel gencrating plants in reserve,
for use when the lactories  are  not
grinding, they could  usc those  diescl
plants duaring the grinding scason to scli
current to the villagers in the arca. The
hon. Member’s i\m)wltdgc is wvery
limited as to how a sugar cstate operates,
but he ought 1o remember that he was
once a worker in a sugar factory,

v, Bowman 2 1 have never lived on
a sugar cstate, My friend must  under-
stand that. 1 did not suggest that the
stgar estates shouid scll clectricity  dur-
the grinding scason, but thai 1 think
they would be prepared to expand their
present plants for the purpas\ of supply-
mg lieght and cnergy to the villages.

NMir. Ajodha Singh: The hon, Mem-
ber should know that every week o sugar
factory suspends operations in - order to
clean tie boilers and to effect minor re-
pairs.  What inconveniences  would  be
caused villagers i cvery  two  days or
every week they have to do without clee-
tricity because the boilers  on the sugar
cstate have to pe shut down! On such oe-
casions the diesel  plants are  used to
supply power for the machinery which
has to bz kept going in the factory  and
to supply electricity for the  staff  and
other workers on the cstate.

Mr, Speaxer 1 think the hon.
Mcember said he thought the sugar estate
authorities might be o xpand their
gencrating capacity.  So there 15 no use
pursuing that point.

Tr. Adodha Sneh: 1 think it would
be very difficult. Tt would entail a Tot of
confusion, because these  people would
cquip their homes with electrical machi-
nery and when the sugar  cestates  can-
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not supply the  clectrical  current
needed in order to keep these machines
going, the people would have to under-
2o a great deal of inconvenience.

The hon. Mcmber also said  that
rural electrification would come about in
the next 15 years. The hon. Minister
concerned with  electricity  assured him
that within five wyears from now, rural
electrification would be a fact.

Mr. Burnham: How many years?

M. Ajodua Siagi Within  five
vears from now. Living on a sugar cstate
and knowing the position, § am one of
these who are opposed to this Motion.
Although T am of the opinion that elec-
tricity in the rural arcas would be a good
thing, I am sure that to enter into negot-
rations to carry out such a system, would
be very difficult and, also, would not
solve the problems. 1 feel it would be
a half measure way of going about the
whole affair, 1 feel the Mover of the
Motion should withdraw it and, as the
Minister assured us, wait untif we can
give the peopie in the rurad areas of this
country a proper supply of clectricity.

M. Safice;  Mr. Speaker, | rise to
oppose this Motion, and I wish to com-
ment on a few  points raised by  some
hon. Members on the  other side of the
Coungil. The hon. Member for George-
town North said that Government shoudd
enter into negotiations  with the  sugar
industry to see if it is possible 1o sup-
ply electrical energy from the sugar  cs-
tates to the consume e
doubt,

i, i

would be an uncconomical

»1‘()«
position, as thmg.,s arce at the moment.

Only the other day when the Elee-
tricity Corporation Bill was being  dis~
cussed in this Council, fears and doubts
WEre exnry d 1% M s on the obher
cidde, that this scheme would be a fajlure
——Government would run into financial
izs and the  business  would not
¢ cconomicaltv. Here, the  hon.
Member for Georgetown North is saying
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that Government should negotiate for
the supply of electricity whether it is an
cconomic proposition or no:. The other
day som.: Members on the other side
were saying that the Electricity  Cor-
poration would be a  millstone around
the necks of the consumers of  this
country; now we are heuring the  hon.
Member suggesting  that  we  should
cause this Corporation to incur further
losses. T just cannot understand how cer-
tain Members exrress themsclves.

The hon. Nominated Member, Mr.
Tasker. 1 think. has given a clear pic-
ture of what the position is at the moment
as regards the supply of electricity by the
sugar industry.  He said that there was
no regular surplus of power and that if
the Government is interested. the sugar
industry is willing. 7 think that is fair.
The suge:stion by the hon. Member for
Georgetnwn North, T think, would be an
unsound and uneconomic  proposition
since it js a fact that Government has
gone ahcad with increasing its  generat-
ing capacity. and there is every likeli-
hood that the generating capacity of the
British Guiana Electricitv Corporation
would be increased.

A White Paper, published sometime
ago, states that  Government plans to
bring in another diesel plant and a steam
plant this vear. As expressed by the
Minister of Communications and Works,
rural electrification is not so far away:
and T think that this piecemeal approach
—asking the sugar estates to give a little
help here and there, regardless of the
difficulties involved——would not be in
the best interest of the people of  this
country.,

Another aspect which has been ex-
pressed by the Minister is that all these
electrical equipment which will have to
be installed to meet the requirements of
the sugar industry, will have to be
changed within the next few vears. and
that would result in quite 2 Iat of finan-
cial losses, T think all these things should
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be taken into consideration, and that it
should be seen that the proposition i
neither feasible nor economical to em-
bark upon.

The hon. Member for Demcerara River
has made the comment that Government
is 1n possession of certain information
from the sugar industry, and has not
given 1t to the Council. 1 do not think
Government  would  supply a  White
Paner on every bit of information it gets.
I think his comment should command no
attention at all.

1 want to say one last thing, and
that is on the question of rural elecirifi-
cation. I think this Government is more
interested-—or shall T put it this way, the
Majority Party is more interested——than
any other Party or individual when it
comes to the question of rural elzctrifi-
cation; and 1 say, with very much cer-
tainty, that everything possibl: is being
done to sce that rural electrification be-
comes a reality.

Mr. Davi: Mr. Speaker, after hear-
g the last two speakers make thzir con-
tributions to this debate, 1 wondered if
they had taken the troubl> to  read the
Motion. The Motion, as I understand it,
only suggests that inquirics should be
made  “whether”, and T repeat
“whether” “and if so on what terms,
the various estates...”

Smeaking for myself, I would say
that my criticism of the Motion s that
it is too limited in its scope. Perhaps, 1
am actuated by the fact that 1 spend a

great many hours of my leisure—jAn
hen. Member: “And pleasure”]—per
week in the. country district, and 1

know of the difficulties that the people
there have to undergo for want of clec-
tricity. Onc hon.  Member said rural
cleetrification was promised th~ people
in th* country three years ago. I support
that. T have heard a former Develop-
ment Secretary  telling  the  Reeional
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Mg, Davis]
Committees in the country districts that

rural  electrification  would be in  the
country by the end of 1958,

Today, in 1960, we are no nearer

our goal, except, of course, by promises
that in the next five years we will get it
It is not that I do not appreciate the diffi-
culties with which the Government has
had to contend. It is because of that
appreciation that I would cxpress the
view that half-loaf is better than no
loaf at all.

When 1osaid that the Motion s
limited in its scope, [ said so because §
feel it should have been extended to in-
clude the two Government rice factories:
the Mahaicony/Abary  Rice  Develop-
ment Scheme and the one at Anna
Regina as possible  units from which
people in the country could obtain elec-
tric current. 1 would also have thought
that the Bauxite Company would not
have been outside the scope of such ne-
gotiations. I know that clectricity in the
country would be a tremendous boom to
the people, and it would stop the steady
trek to town by people who desire to be
near the bright lights of a city. The
scope, at first, may be Limited, but cven
a fimited start would be appreciated in
the country.

The hon. Minister has cexpressed
the view that these installations may be
costly and may become redundant later
on. Surely things could be planned in
such a manner that such a position could
be obviated.  For myself, I do not see
anything wrong in the Motion. It
states . . .to ascertain whether, and if
so on what terms, the various sugar ¢s-
tates would be prepared to electrify vil-
fages .. .7 T will support it, cven in its
fimited form.

Mr., Bumham (replying): Mr.
Speaker, as I heard the hon, Minister of
Communications  and  Works  ambling
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through his recitation, halting at some
times, and inaudibly at others, 1 thought
that he merely had to say something
rather than had something fo say.  He
spoke of the difficulties that would face
an attempt to distribute clectricity from
the sugar estates. I he had taken pains
to fisten to my openmg remarks, he
would have recognized, or would have
heard that T alluded to the fact that there
were difficulties, some of which I appre-
clated, some of which I anticipated, and
others which, T imagined, would crop up
but of which I was not awarc. [ am not
that naive as to believe that the distri-
bution of clectricity to the country and
village districts from existing plants on
sugar estates is something that can be
achieved casily and without difficuity.

We hear of the difficulty of marry-
ing the system which will be introduced,
maybe in five years’ time, to the existing
system of clectric plants based on the
sugar estates.  If the hon. Minister were
able to say that such a marriage were
impossible, he would have been able to
find some logical objection to the Motion
I have moved. He has merely said that
it would be difficult.

I could never imagine a Minister of
Government, a gentleman of the age of
this particufar Minister, being frightened
by difficultics! It 1s true that his field
of expertise is not clectrical engineering
or clectronics, but what do you have
experts for? I the experts had reported
that it was mmpossible to marry the new
system that is going to come into operd-
tion some years hence to the system now
used by the sugar estates as bases, then,
perhaps, we might have listened to his
arguments and appreciated what he had
to say. He speaks about different vol-
tages and other things; he accused me of
not understanding things, but the way in
which he phrased his objection indicates
that he himself does not understand. He
knows not, but he would not admit that
he knows not. I cannot see what is the
objection to this Motion.  He speaks of
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rural electrification being in sight.  In
sight when? Rural electrification has
been in sight for a number of years. In
Creolese one would say:  “While the
grass is growing, the horse is starving”.

With a little more astuteness than
his colleague, the hen. Member for Ber-
bice River. he did not condescend to give
a period of time when rural electrifica-
tion would become a fact.  We are told
that every effort would be made to supply
these rural areas from the central point
of the British Guiana Electricity Cor-
poration. Does the Minister appreciate
what anyone of average intelligence must
appreciate, that even if rural electrifica-
tion were begun in a few years, how long
it is going to take for us to be able to
electrify the entire rural areas?
East Coast may be comparatively easy.
The East Coast is fairly near to George-
town, but what about those areas in the
Corentyne? What about those riverain
areas? If you are going to attempt to
electrify the riverain areas, [ know, with
our capacity, that you cannot at the
same time attempt a thorough scheme of
electrification for the entire coastland.

Even recognizing the difficulty that
is posed with respect to far off coastal
arcas like the Corentyne, he said that in
some cases attempts are being made by
co-operatives to install their own plants,
Obviously, the objection with respect
to using energy from the sugar estates
and the marriage subsequently must
be followed with respect to these plants
put up by the co-operatives. [t seems to
me that the hon. Minister and his Gov-
ernment are just inclined to reject any
Motion that comes from this side of the
Table. They imagine difficulties without
knowing what the difficulties are!
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As I pointed out when [ Wegun my
remarks. I do not ask the Government to
mtroduce  a system of elecirification
based on the sugar estates. [ ask this
Council to recommend that Government
enter into negotiatiens to ascertain whe-
tiier, and if so on what terms, the various
sugar estates would be prepared to elec-
trify villages. [ am asking Government
to begin negotiations. It may well be that,
as a result of these negotiations, it would
be palpable and obvious that the proposal
to use the sugar estates system is unten-
able. But without knowing his facts the
hon. Minister mumbled that it would be
uneconomic. On what basis does he come
to that conclusion?

For instance, it is suggested that
there could be an increase of plant for
use in the off-grinding periods. Does the
hon. Minister know what would be the
cost of such a plant? Does he know what
would be the cost of supplving the power
from such a plant to a central body in
bulk for re-distribution to consumers?
Does he know whether or not, even if it
costs a large sum of money, the consu-
mers are prepared to bear and carry the
expenses for the facility and use of elec-
tricity? These are details that cannot be
decided ¢n the floor of this Council,
These are details which will come up as
a result of negotiations and discussions.

We hear from the hon. Member for
Berbice River, in one of his few excur-
sions on the floor of this Council, that
if we were to use the plants of the sugar
estates there would be periodic cuts
every week for 113 days to 2 days.
What utter nonsense!  If these negotia-
tions prove the advisability of using the
sugar estates as bases, provision will be
made by people who know. and not
people like the hon, Member for Berbics
River. So that there will not bz these
periodic cuts of 1 day, 1% days or 2
days every week.

The hon. Minister, in one of his few
audible moments, advised me to with-
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draw this Motion. I shall not. Lect
them usc their superiority of numbers,
which does not reflect their superiority
of intelligence, to throw out this Motiomn.
I histened with some interest to the con-
aratulations which came from the hon,
Minister for my introducing this Motion
so fate.  Those who hive in glass houses
not throw stones. This Motion
was introduced last year, and it had to
be rencewed because of this incompetent
snd Jazvy Government that will not de-
bate important Motions.— [Mrs. Jagan:
“You are never here!”}--Now he savs it

should

comes too late.

Even if this were the first time that
it had been tabled in this Council, the
fact that there was a necessity to table it
arises from the fact that we never heard
from members of the Government what
they are doing about rural electrification.
We cannot hear because they are not
doing anything. They do not have the
foggiest idea of where they are oing. Bing
Crosby. in a song of his. describes them
correetly: “Running around iu clcles,
getting nowhere very fast™.

Question put.,, The Council div-

ided and voted as follows:

For Against
Mr. Bswman My, Hubbard
Mr. Beharry Mr. Gajraj
Mr. Tasker Mr. Jai Narine Singh
Mr. Fredericks Mr. Ajodha Singh
Mr. Davis Mr. Saffee
Mr. Jackson Mr. Rai

Mr. Burnham
Mr. Kendall—g,

Mr, Ram Karran

Mrs. Jagan

Mr. Benn

Dir. Jagan

The Financial
Secretary

The Attorney-
General

The Chief Secretary

----- -13.
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Mr. Speaker: [ declare the Motion
tost,

STATUE TO THE LATE MR, H. N,
CRITCHLOW

Mr. Burnham: [ beg to move:

“Be i oresolved: That this Council
recommends  that Government  should
erect a statute to the great ploneer of
fabour, the fate Huobert Nathanie! Critch-
ind that the statute be placed at the

Green”

In this case L also, do not propose
to make my opening  remarks fengthy.
About three years ago Mr. Hubert
Nathanie! Critchlow died. When he died
tribute was paid to him in this Coun-
cil and outside as well. Tribute was paid
to the great work he had been doing —
the person who organised in 1919 the
first trade union in the British Colonial
Empire and a great  deal is known
about his life. Born of poor parentage in
1884, struck by the revolting conditions
on the waterfront. he oreoaniced the first
labour demonstration in 1906, and later
formed the British Guiana ¥ ahenr Tnion
which teday is still alive. He played an
important part in the T.ahonr Mavement
in British Guiana, in the Caribbean, in
the colonial world and also in the world
at Taree. He  aleo in those dave nf the
restricted franchise  played through  the
Trade Union  Movement  an important
role in the political fife of British Guiana.

In his later years his abilities and
services were recognized when the Gov-
ernment voted a monthly pension to him.
He was  undoubtedly  one of the out-
standing sons of British Guiana ~— out-
standing not  for his academic achicve-
ments but outstanding for his organiza-
tion; outstanding for the fact that he was
the father of the Trade Unton Movement
here, outstanding for the role he plaved
in the working class movement.

The twentieth century, | think Mr.
Speaker, ran he correctlv deseribad ne
the age of the common man, and I feel
that we must not merely say that in
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words but we must recognize it in deeds.
In the circumstances, it is my fecling
that a statue should be erected to
his memory. I am awarc of the fact
that some time ago a committec was
formed, and that the terms of reference
of that Committce were to collect funds
for the crection of a memorial to the
latc Mr. Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow,
but, unfortunately, we have not hcard
very much more about the activitics of
that Committec. I am not suggesting that
the Committee s at rest. What has
occurred w me 1y e ract that e Con-
mittee certainly does not seem to have
been able to raise the necessary funds to
put up that statue.

Government erected a memorial to
those who fell in the First and Second
World Wars, and I feel it is the respon-
sibility of Government to bear the ex-
pense of the ercction of a memorial to
onc of the greatest sons of Guiana. I
do not have to repeat that he was onc
of the greatest sons; that phrasc was
used on both sides of this Table when
Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow died, and if
I want to perpetuate his greatness, possi-
bly for posterity to sce, to give cffect to
the moral which his life’s work pointed
to, I fecel that this Government should
crect a statue to his memory, in the
same way as the Trinidad Government
erected a statuc to the late Capt.
Cipriani.

[ do sot know what is the attitude
of the Government to this, except that |
have heard that there is a suggestion that
a Committee should be sct up to go into
the matter. I do not sce the nccessity for
any Committce. We admit that he was
a great man; we admit that he was an
outstanding man, and we admit that he
has made a contribution and that his
name should be perpetuated. Therefore
the best ibiig 1or us 10 (0 is o geL about
the erection of a statuc on a  suitable
paot, tiougn I am  mcunod 10 suggest
Bourda Green, the scenc of his triumphs,
for on many a Sunday night when
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Bourda Green was avoided by so-called
respectable people he held his own there
lecturing to the workers.

I feel there can be no better place
than Bourda Green for the crection of a
statue to  Hubert Nathanicl Critchlow,
and I have 1¢asou 0 polieve that the
Municipality of Georgetown which con-
trols the Green will not be averse from
making available the nccessary spot of
Iand for crection of such a statue
I accordingly move the Motion standing
in my namec.

My, Jacksen: | risc to sccond the
Motion, reserving my right to speak
fater.

M. Fredericks : 1 would like to
associate mysclf with the remarks which
have been made by the hon. Mover of
the Moutos, and to commend hum ior his
very praiseworthy action. I regret that |
did not have the privilege of knowing
Mr. Critchlow personally, but from what
was said in this Council at the time of his
passing; what has been written of him
and what has been told me, 1 have
formed the impression that Mr. Critch-
low was a man of integrity and honour
whose contribution  to his country has
been of inestimable value.

We have been told that Mr. Critch-
lJow was the founder #f trade union-
ism in British Guiana and the West
Indies and, possibly, initiated the
Labour Movement in the British Em-
pire. Hc was also a Member of the
Legislative Council for some time, and
was also a Member of the FExecutive
Couneil and or the Georgetown Town
Council.  We have also been told by the
Mover of the Motion that he made a
contribution in the field of athletics, and
that he was a good cricketer.  Once is
amazed that a man without the benefit
of a secondary ecducation could ‘thave
achicved so much in such a short hie-
time and remained a very simple man,
unspoiled by his success. It is chiefly
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as a trade wnionist that he is remem-
bered.  Indeed, 1t is impossibie to think
of trade unionism in British Guiana with-
out thinking of Mr. Critchlow at the
same time, and I feel that it would be a
finc gesture if this Council unanimously
assents to the Motion,

Mr. Critchlow dedicated his life to
inc cause of trade unionism and worked
tirclessly to promote the interests of
workers, to improve their social and eco-
nomic status both in the commercial and
the industrial fields.  He was a humble
man, endowed with an abundance of self
respect, and he also had great respect
for all those with whom he came in con-
tact.  He believed in the dignity of hard
work, and fought courageously and tire-
lessly for proper recognition and recom-
pense of the workers for such work.
And it is indeed difficult to find anyone,
or to think of anyone more qualified in
this country, for the people to honour,
than Mr. Critchlow; and T would like to
support this Motion wholcheartedly.

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: Mr. Speaker,
I wish to support this Maotion. I hap-
pened to know the late Mr. Critchlow.
I knew him well.  As a matter of fact,
he was one of the Vice-Presidents of the
trade union he fed in this country —- the
British Guiana Labour Union—for years,
when many of my friends did not think
of the Trade Union Movement in this
country; but the unfortunate thing is that
great men have no honour in their own
ceuntrics.  He lived a life, many a time
wanting a mecal. He  was rejected by
many who now scek to praise him.  But
there i1s one other person who has served
the workers in this country cqually wel
in the trade union field, and T think his
name should be added to this list if
Government is undertaking this task of
putting up statues.

A similar move was made in the
Georgetown Town Council to put up a
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statue of Mr. Critchlow.
was made in that direction. T think the
hon. Mover of this Motion was then
Mayor; and despite the cfforts he made,
it scemed that nothing fruitful resulted.
Now, Government is being called upon
to assume the task. [ know itis time to
begin to honour and put up statuces of
our own sons and daughters of this land
who have served the people of this land.

Every cffort

Well then, I think we should add
one more name to those who have served
this country; and I wish to add Ayube
Mohammed Edun.  He served the sugar
workers and was, at one time. without
food to cat in his own home.  Like Mr.
Critchlow, Government  subsidized  his
very existence. His friends forsook him,
but he hived despite it all. Humility and
poverty do not detract from greatness,
and so Ayube Mohammed Edun served,
and did lose a considerable amount of
his service because he was a poor man.
in the light of the service of this gentle-
man, I am supporting the Motion; and
with Your Honour’s permission, I would
like to add after the words “Hubert Na-
thaniel Critchlow” the words “and Ayube
Mohammed Edun™; and that the word
sstatue” should  be Ustatues™ and  the
word “pioneer” be “pioncers”.

There are 1o two ways about it, the
workers on the sugar estates suffered im-
measurable harm. They did not know
what representation was,  They suffered
humiliagon without representation of any
Kind, untif Mr. Ayebe Mohammed Edun
came into the i{abour fiekd, and he was
able to effect better conditions through
the Man Power Citizen's  Association,
now not the same fighting force it used to

be when Mohammed FEdun was there.
It ceased to be a fighting force - a
militant  force that  commanded the

respect of every worker on the estates.
Mohammed Edun fought for the pcople
and stood with the people and never
received a shekel from the employers on
the sugar estates.  He never fought for
the check-oft system because he knew the
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iniquity that fellowed from the check-oft
system; so 1 ask to be allowed to propesc
this Amendment.

Mr. Gajraj:
Amendment.

[ beg to second the

Mr. Speaker: Do I understand you to
move an Amendment that the word “sta-
tuc” be “statues”; then “pioncer” be re-
placed by “pioncers”, and you want

added after “Hubert Nathaniel Critch-
low”, the words “Ayube Mohammed
Edun™?

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: Yes, Sir.

Mr. Speaker: Perhaps, you mignt
read it in full and see how it reads.

Mr. Jai Narine Singh:
to put it down in writing.

[ am going

My. Speaker: You had better do

that.

The Minister of Labour, Health and
Housing (Mrs. Jagan): The name of
riubert Nathaniel Critchlow, as the mover
has said, is well-known not only in the
history of trade unionism in this country,
but throughout the Caribbean. Many of
us had known and worked with Hubert
Na‘haniel Critchlow, and | am
awarc or the greac coneribution he has
madec to the development of trade union-
ism in this country, 1 recall

Mr. Speaker: I do net want to in-
terrupt you. | just want to indicate that
I am waiting to reccive the Amendment.
You may speak.

Mrs. Jagan: | can recall, many
years ago before the Great Fire when the
British Guiana Labour Union used to
have its office in Hincks Street, joining
with Mr. Critchlow in thc organization
of the domestic workers™ section of his
Union. The two of us used to sit up in
the hall many nights for many hours
waiting for the one or two or three union
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members who used to show up. The
work, cven though it was many ycars
after he had organized this union, was
not casy going and, in fact, all his lifc
he had to fight extremely hard to carry
over the idea of trade unionism to the
people and to encourage persons to join
and attend meetings.

In working with him, I lecarnt a lot
about his gqualitics of lcadership and, also,
we used to discuss the carly days when
he was far more active in the movement,
and agile. As the Lecgislative Council
Member for Georgetown South rightly
said, he was, to some cxtent, rejected in
his later years; and we find cven today,
that some of those who rejected him are
now shouting his praisc. It reminds one
of the biblical saying: “The stone that
the builders reject, the same is become
the head of the corner.”

I can remember marching in a May-
Day demonstration some ycars ago and
sceing Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow stand-
ing outside of his house on Crown Street
watching the parade go by. 1 saw many
of those praising him now, hissing Hu-
bert Nathaniel Critchlow; but there was
one politician and trade union lcader in
that crowd who had a very big heart.
He went and took Critchlow by the hand
and said: “Come Critch, join the pa-
rade; walk with us”. That was the hon.
Dr. Cheddi Jagan, who was then Presi-
dent of the Sawmill and Forest Workers’
Union; and Critchlow walked in the May-
Day demonstration — in that group
where ethers rejected him.  And 1 re-
member when they assembled on  the
Bourda Green, he spoke. There were
those who started hissing Critchlow
again. They did not want him to speak.
The hon. Dr. Cheddi Jagan said:  “Give
him a chance”, and he was given a
chance. These are the things that hap-
pened; and it is a pity that in his later
years things were not quite as happy as
they could have been.

We have not forgotten him. The
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hon. Minister of Communications and
Works recently named a hydrographic
launch “The Hubert Critchlow.”  We
have recently named one of the streets
in the Housing Scheme after that man;
so there are some who had not forgotten
him, and do not make public that they
had not forgotten him.

I would have liked to support this
Motion, but I feel that its asking Gov-
croment to put up a statue, is not the
real answer to perpetuate the memory of
this great trade unionist. It is casy, in
clection year, to stand up and say. “Let
the Governmeni bund o statue.” What
is @ statue? There are countries full of
statues. Tt does not  mean anything.
Tt is  true, in the  past,  there
may have been monuments of great men,
crected in British Guiana, but that does
not mean because you have been build-
ing monuments of great men that we
must keep on building monuments of
great men. T believe that there should
he something dedicated to the memory
of Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow; but T am
not convinced that there should be a
statue. T would honestly prefer some-
thing of greater use to the community.
What could Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow
have wanted?  Would he want a statuc
stuck up in Bourda Green; or would he
prefer a scholarship for young men and
women to study trade unionism: or would
he prefer a trade unton hall or some other
useful memorial? T am not equipped
fo state wnat type Of hwinoeriai snouid
be dedicated to his memory, but 1 think
it is rather puerile and useless to suggest
a statue. Tt does not mean anything
real.  His name will be recorded in our
history books, and I have no doubt that
others will follow our practice of naming
objeets of frequent use like boats, streets
and villages, after his name.  Those arc
things that will fast.

I do not think it 1s the full respon-
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sibilty of the Government to contribute
all the meney for whatever memorial is
decided. T think the Government should
make a contribution by all mceans, but §

think aiso that the community, and in
particular the trade union movement,
must make a  substantial  contribution.

Mr. Critchlow came from the ranks ot
fabour, and with little help as well as
little education rose to be a trade union
leader. It is from those ranks that the
pennics, ten-cent wicces and twenty-five
cent picces must be collected to build a
memorial. Tt may be in the form of a
scholarship or scholarships. That is why
I cannot support this Motion as it stands,
although 1 support the essence of 1t

The Mover of  the Motion knows
that the Permanent Secretary of the Min-
istry of Labour spoke to him, and asked
him if he would consider altering his
Motion to read:

“That this Council recommends that
a Commitiee should be appointed 10 con-
sider and make recommendations for a
suitable memorial to  commemorate the
jate  Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow, the
great pioneer of labour. and to consider
ways and  means of raising funds for
providing such a memorial”.

However, the Mover of the Motion was
not in agreement with the suggestion. [
thought, perhaps, I could move an
Amendment to  this Motien along those
lines, but I was advised by the Clerk of
the Legislative Council that this would
not be possible because it negatived cer-
tain points in the Motion. I believe that
His Honour the Speaker is aware of thys,

I am in the position, therefore,
where T support  the  cessence of  the
Motion that there should be, perhaps,
some  memorial in the name of Hubert
Nathaniel Critchlow, but T do not agree
that it should be a statue. On the other
hand. 1 do not agree that 1t should be
the full responsibility of the Government.
P would ke to suggest  again 1o the
Mover of the  Motion that he makes a
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change in his  Motion to include the
points which the Government would like
inserted: That a Committee be set up to
decide what type of memorial should be
established, and ways and means of
raising money for it. It may well be that
the Committee will agree with the Mover
that a statue is the best thing. If a Com-
mittee, duly established, agrees  that
there should be a statue. whatever it
says will have to be the decision.

[ believe that there are so many
other wonderful ideas that could be em-
bodied in a memorial for the late Hubert
Nathanial  Critchlow. that it would be
foslish for us to rush things and agree
to the erection of a statue. | am one of
those persons  who feel very strongly
about certain custems and habits seme
};c}op]c have which are not entirely use-

ul.

For example, 1 have made a sug-
gestion to the Red Cross that, in the

raising  of funds for the Handicapped
School for Children, they introduce

a system that is now quite popular in
the United States. When a person dies,
rather than buying flowers which means
nothing to the dead man or woman,
the person who wishes to show his
sympathy  should send his contribution
to the fund, and the fund in turn sends
a condolence card to the family saying
Mr. and Mrs. So and So have con-
tributed to the Handicapped Children’s
Fund in the name of the deceased”. In
the United States of America you have
the Cancer Fund, etc.

I know that when my father died,
we received dozens of such cards which
meant more to the family, because we
knew that rather than sympathisers
spending money on flowers, the money
had gone to a very useful purpose. That
is why T suggest that a statue is not
particularly useful but, perhaps, some-
thing else would be of greater use to the
community, or to the trade union move-
ment in particular. That is why I would
urge the Mover of the Motion to indicate

28D Fepruary, 1961

Mr. Critchlow 1070
that he is willing to make the necessary
alteration to his Motion  which, essen-
tially, we all agree with,

Mr., Bowman: | rise to support the
Motion in its original form. It has been
the custom of mankind from time im-
memorial. when one has distinguished
oneself in any given field, to commemo-
rate the death of such a person. In
some cases statues are erected, and in
other cases different forms of objects are
erected in the memory of the individual.

Motion
It states:

This
specific.

suggests  something

“That this Council recommends that
Government should erect a statue to the
great pioneer of labsur, the late Hubert
Nathaniel Critchlow, and that the statue
be placed at Beurda Green.”

Bourda Green is an historic meeting
place. It is the distinguishing objective
that attracts my attention.  Everyone
knows Bourda Green as a place where
important meetings are held throughout
the years. The Motion carries the
distinguishing word “the”. I do not
know to what extent this word “the”
could be applied to more than one per-
son. If a man starts something and
carries it on for 10 years before he is
joined by another person, I ds not see
how the second person can also be con~
sidered a wioneer. T know that Hubert
Nathaniel Critchlow is the pioncer.

The hon. Member for Georgetown
South suggested that there should be
added to the Motion the name of the
late Ayube Mohammed Edun. 1 know
that Mr. Critchlow was running things
when I was a boy. He represented
labour throughout the length and breadth
of British Guiana; he represented carpen-
ters, masons, sugar workers as well as
all ordinary workers. [ know that in

those early days the Indians on the
estates used to call Mr. Critchlow
“Black Crosby™. At that time Mr.

Fdun was not on the scene. Mr. Critch-
low was the sole representative of labour
at the time. The word “the” distin-



1071 Statue to the Late

Mr. Bowman]

guishes Mr. Critchlow from all others in
this matter, and I do not sce where Mr.
Edun can be recorded as a pioneer, too.

Apart from that, I do not agree
with certain remarks made by the Minis-
ter of Labour, Health and Housing in
that she s opposed to the idea of erect-
ing a statue. | think a statue or profile
of Mr. Critchlow would be most appro-
priate, especially if itis placed at Bourda
Green.  Itis there where political meet-
ings have been held for many years. |
am supporting the view that there should
not be anything clse other than the statue
representing the late Hubert Nathaniel
Critchtow. T disagree with the Minister
that anything clsc should be substituted
for the statue.

I support the Minister’s point that it
should not be the full responsibility of
the Government to provide the statue, 1
agree with her that workers throughout
the country should contribute and add
something to what the Government is
prepared to give. 1 feel that Govern-
ment should make a sizable contribution
towards the erection of the statue. 1t
must be remembered that Mr. Critchlow
is one man who has enfightened the work-
ers of this country.  That is why 1 am
supporting the Motion 100 per cent., and
I will not support anything other than a
statue.

Mr. Gajrai:  Sir. | beg to second
the Amendment made by the hon. Mem-
ber for Georgetown South.

Mr. Burnham:
order. 1 submit that the purported
Amendment by the hon. Member for
Georgetown South is not an Amendment,
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and is not relevant to the queston before
the Council.  The guestion involves the
crection of a statue not in vacwo. for
Hubert  Nathaniel Critchlow. It they
want to crect a statue for Edun, a sub-
stantive Motion has to be moved. This
Motion docs not seek the erection of
statues to all Tabour leaders, or to alleged
labour pioncers. It asks for the erection
of a statuc to a particular man, and the
Amendment should not be entertained.

Mr Speaker: 1 do not consider the
Amendment irrelevant, The Amend-
ment sought is, “That this Council re-
commends that Government should erect
statues to  the  great  pioneers  of
fabour, . As to whether there s
more than one pioneer or not is not a
question for me to inquire into.  If there
was only one and that was accepted, then
if somconce had asked me to add a name
it would have been an entirely different
matter. 1 do not find the Amendment
irrelevant, and 1T will allow 1t

LR

The  Amendment.  as  scconded,
reads:

“Be it resolved: That this Councy

recommends  that  Goverament  should

erect statues to the great pioneers of la-
bour, the fate Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow
and Ayube Mohammed Edun, and that
the statues be placed at Bourda Green.”

It does not violate the principle.  As to
whether there was one pioneer or more
is not the question, It is now five
o'clock and we have to adjourn.

ADJOURNMENT

The Chief Secretary: [ move that
Council adjourn to a date to be fixed.

Mr. Speaker:  Council is adjourned
to a date to be notified later,
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