
SECOND LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Constituted under the British Guiana (C onstitution) (Temporary Provisions) Orders 

in Council, 1953 and 1956). 

Wednesday, 2nd February, 1961 

The Council met at 2 p.m. 

PRESENT: 

Speaker� His Honour Sir Donald Jackson 

Cllief Secretary, Hon. D. M. Hedges 

Attorney-General, Hon. A. M. I. AustiH� Q.C. 
Finandal Secretary, Hon. \V. P. D' Andrade. 

ex officio 

The Honourable Dr. C. B. Jagan 

B. H. Benn 

Janet Jagan 

Ram Karran 

" 
B. S. Rai 

Mr. R. B. Gajraj 

,, W. O. R. Kendall 

,, R. C. Tello 

,, F. Bowman 
,, L. F. S. Burnham, Q.C.
,, A. L. Jackson

E. B. Beltarry 
,, S. M. Saffee
" Ajodha Sin�h 
" Jai Narine Singlt 
,, R. E. Davis

A. M. Fredericks
�· H.J. M. Hubbard
n A. G. Tasker, O.B.E. 

-· Memher for Ea.stem Berbice
(Minister of Trade and Industry) 

-- Member for Essequibo River
(Minister of Natural Resources) 

--- Member for Western Ess�quib.o 
(Minister of Labour, Health and 

Housing) 

-···-M�mber for Demeraru-Essequibo
(Minister of Communications and 

Works) 

---Memher for Central Demerara 
(Minister of Community Development 

and Education). 
-Nominated Member

-Member for New Amsterdam

-Nominated Member
-Member for Demerara River

-J..fember for Gcor{;etown Central

-Member for Georgetown North

-Member for Eastern Demerara

-Member for Western Berbice
-A/ember for Berbice River
-Member for Georgetown South
-Nominated Member

-Vominated Member

-Nominated Member

- Mominated Member.

Mr. I. Crum Ewing - Clerk of the Legislature 

Mr. E. V. Viapree --- Assistant Clerk of the Legislature. 

Anse-ff: 

Mr. s. Campbell, Member for North Western District--on leave. 

The Gerk read prayers. 



1027 Trninin:; 

The iv1iaui,.:\ of th1: meeting of the 
Council held on Thursday: 26tf-: J.anuary,
196 L as pr;nt:.:.�d rind. c,rculatcu, were
taken as read and i.:·on1irnied. 
ORAL ASKING AND ANSWERJNG 

OF QUESTIONS 

CADETSHIP TRAINING SCHEME 
Mr. nunl'.'.mn� 1 beg to ask 1:he 

hon. the Chief S.;cretary Question No. 
'7 standing in my name o n  the Order 
Paper: What ha:: Government done 
about the C ade tship Training Scheme? 

The Chief Sc.,:r(:tarv: fhe Adminis­
trative Cadet tmining schc::n1r.: was com­
menced :n 1955 and in addition the 
Government has s i n c c i ntroduce<l 
schemes for the training of C adet Police 
Officers. Cadet Inspectors of Taxes and 
�t CiH.kt Auditor, Under thes,.: sch,!mes 
nine C adets have completed their train­
ing and have been appointed dthe! as 
Administrative Assistant� or Amstant 
Superintendents of Police. Fiftc,m Cade.ts 
are still receiving training and twelve 
candidates are .cihout to be sdccted for 
training. The Cadet Scheme is working 
very satisfactorily. 

Mr. Burnhi1n1: /\.s ct 
iir\i e,1uc;.:.ti(H1. rr:;J ; \',,:l1at ell\�, ti:1e 
qu�1lifications for· Cadets? 

The Chief Sc>cre1m.-,,: 1n the case of 
Administrative Cadets the usual qualifi­
cation is a university degre,e or its equi­
valent. Then.� arc Ciiscs whcr� Cadets can 
appear before tho Public Ser., ice Com­
mission as direct entrants without a uni­
versity degree. Perhaps I may go one 
stage further ,md say that. whiist under­
going training. these Cadets arC' attached 
to Ministries for periods of approximately 
six montlrs, nnd generally proceed to the 
United Kingdom for :r course at one of 
the universities. 

Mr. Bn:rnha.m : As a further supple­
mentary question: can the Chief Secn::-­
t;:1 ry tel1 us whether the salary given a 

102S 

Cadet without :, university degree is as 
hil!h as that given to a university grad-
1 :f�:ie'? 

11w Chief Secretary: l am afraid I 
do not know, 

TRAINING OF GlJIANESE FOR 
PUBLIC SERVICE 

Mr. Burnham: 1 beg to ask the hon. 
the Chid Secretary Question No. 8 
standing in my name on the Order 
P,mer: What consultation ha_s there been 
between Government and the authori-
6es of the University College of the West 
Indies with a view to ensuring trained 
Guianese nersonnel for filHng various 
oosts in the Public Service? 

The Chief Secretary: It has hcen 
agreed with the authorities of the Uni­
ve,rsity College of the West 'Indies that. 
on the publication of a Notice advertising 
a vacancy or vacancies� a copy should be 
·.;ent to the Rei:dstrar of the University
Colle!!e who ,;vottld bring the vacancy to
the notice of suitably qt:ialified Guianesc
�tudents there. This procedure has been
followed during the past two vears.
Copies of Notices are. also sent to the
Secretary of foe British Guianese Stu­
dents' Association at the College.

Mr. Romham: As a supplementary 
auestion, will the Chief Secretary state 
whether Government informs the au­
thorities of the U.C.W.I. of vacancies 
which are 1ike1v to adse. for which stu�­
dcnts ther.:.� can pursue courses, as i� 
done in tlJC case of Jamaica by the 
Jamaican G1)vernment? 

Tb: Chief Sfi.<'retarv: 
notices of vacancies are 
TT C.W.T. 

Yes. Sir. 
sent  to the. 

Mr. Rurnham : As a further supple­
mentary qu�stion. May I ask whether 
(}ovcrnmcnt has not approached the 
U.C.W.I. indicating what vacancies are
likely to  ;iri�.e in '"ihe future.. so that
Guianese ·{tudents can pursue courses
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with a view to filling those vacancies in 
the years to come, as is done by the 
Jamaican Government? 

Tile Chief Secretary: I am not quite 
sure what the hon. Member means by 
••in the future", but we do notify the
U.C.W.I. when vacancies arise with the
object, if possible, of appointing quali­
Held Guianese students into the Public
Service bere.

ORDER OF THE DAY 
COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) ORDI­

NANCE 
Mr. Speaker: The Minister of 

Trade and Industry is to move the 
Second Reading of the following Bill: 

A Bill intitulcd ''An Ordinance lo 

amend the Companies Ordinance." 

The Minister of Trade and Industry 
(Dr. Jagan): Sir. this Bill before 
Council can be said to be long overdue. 
The Companies Ordinance, Chapter 
7,28. is based on the Companies Ur--
dinance, 1908, of the United Kingdom. 
l understand that since the 1908 enact­
ment. there has been three revisions.
finallv culminating in the Companks
Act of 1948 in the United Kingdom.
Unfortunately, our law has not been
brought up-to-date.

From time to time representations 
have been made and. indeed, it was 
thought that every effort should be 
made to have a comprehensive law along 
the lines of the 1948 Act in the United 
Kingdom but it was felt that since it i� 
n.ece.ssary to have certain arnendmen�s 
which will bring the law up-to-date, 1t 
is proposed,. at'" this time. to introduce 
such amendments. These have been gone 
into very carefully both by the Law Re­
form Committee and bv the Sub-Com­
mittee of the Industrial Development 
Advisory Committee on the Co-ordina­
tion and Promotion of Tndustriat Ac­
tivity in. British Guiana. It is felt now 

that there is a general spirit of develop­
ment i n  thi: air. that we should bring, 
up-io-date, our Companies Ordinance 
to assist and safeguard those who wish 
to embark upon and take interest in 
industrial and commacial ventures. 

Clause 2 of the Bill seeks to per­
mit the alteration of the objects of a 
company. In the original Ordinance, 
Section 10 says that the alteration of 
the objects of a company could only take 
effect after confirmation by the Supreme 
Court. This, certainly, is a time-consum­
ing exercise and, therefore, provision is 
made now, in aause 2 of this Bill, to 
permit of such alteration to take place at 
a meeting; and for this alteration to be­
come part of the objects of a company, 
within the specified time. However, with­
in that time, provision is made for ap­
peal to the Supreme Court by share­
holders or debenture-holders of the com­
pany. 

Clause 3 seeks to provide for cc,n­
ditions contained in a company's 
memorandum to be altered by special 
resolution if any of those conditions 
could lawfullv have been contained in 
the articles of association of the c.om­
p,my. 

Gause 4 seeks to make provfsion 
for the establishment of a share premium 
account. It also seeks to make provision 
for shares to be issued at a discount and 
for redeemable preference shares to be 
issued by a company limited by shares if 
,rnthorised by its articles of association. 

Clauses 5 and 8 provid� for the 
holding of the annual g�m�ral meeting of 
a company and the filing of particulars 
with the Registrar. Variations are pro­
posed here because it is found, from ex­
perience that, particularly in the first 
year after incorporation or soon there­
after, sometimes it is very difficult to 
have tbi1s genera] mcetin_g and to file the 
relevant material with the Registrar; so 
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provision is made here, now, to extend 
the time so that the company and the of­
ficials of the company can have ample 
time to call such a general meeting and 
to file such particulars. 

Claus� 11 of the Bill makes pro­
vision whereby the Supreme Court may 
order the calling of a meeting of a com­
pany either on its own motion or on the 
application of a director, or of ,a member 
entitled to vote, where it is impracticable 
to call or conduct a meeting of the com­
pany in the manner prescribed, and the 
Supreme Court may give any directions 
it may think expedient. 

Clause 16 of the Bill seeks to make 
provi::;ion for the registration with the 
Registrar of the Supreme Court, of mort­
gages or charges existing on property 
which has been acquired by a company 
1 cgistered in British Guiana. 

As I said these amendments are 
merely meant t� streamline the Ordin­
ance and to take advantage of some of 
the more favourable aspects. of the Uni­
ted Kingdom Act of 1948. As I pointed 
out at the beginning, these measures are 
long overdue; therefore, I have great 
pleasure, now, i n  moving the Second 
Reading of the Bill intitulcd an Ordin­
ance to amend the Companies Or­
dinance. 

Tl,e Minister of Natural Resources 
(Mr. Benn): I beg to second the Motion. 

Mr. Tasker: ML Speaker, l <lo not 
think there is any argument about the 
need for this Bill. I only wish ti) say that 
it i s  an  extremely ably drafted Bill, a Bill 
which is overdue, and a Bill which has 
obviously required a great deal of care­
ful preparation. I commend Government 
for brinrring it forward. :-ind I think it is 
a great ;:;d�rmce in our lerdslation. 

Mr. Hubbard� I, too, warmly wel­
come this Bill. It is noteworthy for what 

it sets out to do, and also for the fact 
that it is another commentary on the life 
of the circumlocution office. It is a piece 
of legislation which has been in the mills 
of the Governm�nt for. as far as I have 
been able to determine; no less than five 
years. lt is one more rc,,son why .J kce;J 
on reikrnting the ncccssitv of our 
-;t �camliniing p;occdurc, so that we get 
t.hmgs out of the mills far quicker than 
we are able to do now. 

Five years is a long time for any­
thing, particularly when, as I understand 
the original approach in  connection with 
the proposal to amend the Companies 
Ordinance came with a draft of proposed 
amendments. But I realize that what has 
come out is far more comprehensive than 
the original suggestions, and I would Jike 
to commend the legal officers for the care 
and attention that they have given to this 
matter. 

I just want, again, to say how much 
we are in need of dissolving the circum­
locution office with its pri�ciplc of how 
not to do, and of substituting some new 
sy�tcm with tl1e principle of-how to do, 
qmckly. 

On  the Bill itself: There is just one 
thing that is disturbing my mind. We are 
at the beginning of a period which rnfaht 
be liken_ed, to  the days of Britain's early
compames days which ended up in the 
South Sea Bubi>k. Th� ditficultics of 
Thnbcr Development, Limited, in recent 
ti�es, I think, should warn us that Jegis­
lat1on for companies should adequately 
protect the members of the companies. 
that is to say, the shareholders; and I 
refer i n  this connection particularly to 
those provisions which prescribe punitive 
measures against officic:iJs of a company 
who, knowingly and wilfullv, omit to do 
certain things. 

I am a great fl�..;pectnr of Courts, and 
J know how very difficult it is to prove 
things in Court. I know, also. that a man 
may omit to do things wilfullv and know­
ingly and yet it may be in1possible to 
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prove that he has wilfully and knowingly 
omitted to do those things; and I should 
Jike some information to be put before 
us to convince us that we should depart 
from what has existed in the law before 
and introduce this new step of having 
to make it necessary to prove that a 
thing was wilfully a n d knowingly 
omitted. With these short comments, I 
commend the Bill to the Council. 

The Attorney-General (Mr. Austin): 
This is a Bill which. in effect, puts new 
wine into old bottles, and to that extent 
it is not entirely satisfactory, s.ince the 
bottles themselves are very old and the 
substantive Companies legislation is 
based on the Companies Act, 1948. 

I recorded, exactly two years ago 
to this day, something which puts clearly 
what I wish to say. I said at the time: 

"I think it is most important that 
when the spirit of development is in the 
air in British Guiana we should have up­
to-date Company legislation to assist and 
safeguard those ,.vho v. is!, 10 t mbark upon 
or take an interest in industrial and com­
mercial ventures. 

Our present law is hopelessly out of 
date, and we c:tnnot therdore have the 
benefit of modern case law since that 
largely arises out of the Companies Act 
1948 of the U.K. It is in the interest of 
the country that our law should be brought 
up-to-date without further delay." 
On that point, I tried to get a 

Committee set up to examine Company 
legislation with a view to recommend­
ing a re-enactment of the Ordinance, 
because of the importance of Company 
law to a developing commercial and in­
dustrial community. However, it was 
difficult to do so at that time for various 
reasons and, eventually, this Bill was 
produced, which has taken important 
provisions out of the Companies Act, 
I 948, and adapted them to our needs 
here. 

I would like to say, however, that 
the Government does not intend to let 
the matter rest there. The question of 
providing the country with up-to-date 
Company legislation is very much in 
the minds of the Law Reform Com-

mittee which, as hon. Members know, 
consists of repres-entatives of the various 
aspects of law in this country: judiciary, 
law officers, and practising lawyers with 
experience in various branches of the 
law. We hope, as soon as possible, to 
get down to this very big task of pro­
ducing an entirely new Companies law. 
We have already obtained models from 
elsewhere based on the Companies Act, 
1948, the latest Companies legislation 
in England, but, of course, everything 
has to take its turn in the Government 
according to the necessary priorities. It 
is . not mere_ly a matter of sitting on 
thmgs for ftve years. It is a matter of 
oth�r th�ngs, often more important, 
taking priority. 

I hope that hon. Members, when 
th_ey signify their approval of this Bilt 
will do so against this background: that 
this is an interim measure, and before 
long it is hoped that a complete stream­
lined Bill will be presented to the Coun­
cil to give the country up-to-date Com­
panies legislation. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a Second time. 
Council resolved itself into Com­

mittee to consider the Bill clause by 
clause. 

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE 
Clauses 1 to 18 agreed to as printed. 
Clause 19.-Amendment of section

25 l of Chapter 328. 

�'1:,·. G9irai: There seems to be an 
error here, because the first line of this 
Clause mentions "Section 19'\ where­
�1:, the explanatory note refers to an 
Amendment of section 251 of the Prin­
cipal Ordinance. I should ask the hon. 
Attorney-General to check on it. 

Th1:· Chairman: There is a defini­
tion of "director" in Section 251. The 
definition begins at the third line of 
page 4426. 
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Mr. Gajra,: It is probably a 
printer's error here. 

The Attomcv-Gencrah That is 
right, Sir. It sho�ld he Section 251. 

Question put. and agreed to. 

Oause 19, as amended, ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 20 agreed to as printed. 
Council resmm:o. 

Ur. J:•.�an: Sir, l beg to  report that 
the Bi11 has been considered in Com­
mittee with a slight Amendment to  
Clause l 9 .  l now beg to  move that the 
Bill be read the Third time. 

Question puL and agreed to. 

Bill n.:ad the Third time and 
passed. 

ELECTRIFICATION OF VILLAGES 

V Mr. Burnham: I beg to move the
Motion standing in my name on the
Order Paper which reads as follows: 

"·Be it re'>olved · That tbh Co11!1ril 
recommends 1ha1 Govcnum:nt enter mt�: 
negotiations to a:,cert<tin whetr�cr. and if 
so on what terms, the vanous \!!$�ff 
estates \\'Ould be prepared to ckctr�t.Y 
villai::1:-; 11nti! 'Wl ! 1 time a.; the cr.:u•:1�·�!�1,,; 
rural elcctrific;:ition becomes a re·ahty. 

I do not propose to be long on  this 
Motion because 1 find it difficult to an­
ticipate any opposition to it. In t�e �irst 
place it recommends that negotiations 
be opened: it does not for one moment 
suggest what should be done. I have 
had the advantage of travelling along 
the East Co,ist on many an evening 
and seeing severaJ---or at least two t�at 
I can remember----sugar estates like 
oases of light in the midst of a desert 
of darkness, and those deserts of dark­
ness are in fact the villages. l have 
wondered, because on many of those 
occasions the lights from the estates 

seemed to be in profusion, so much so 
that I suspect that there is an attempt 
by those who own the generating plants 
to use up as much energy as possible 
for fear of their machinery being  fouled 
if full use is not made of the power that 
i..; generated. 

For some time now we have been 
told that this Government and the pre­
vious Government had anticipated cl.ec-­
trifying the ruraJ areas which, of course, 
would include the viHages. J have made 
some slight and cursory investigation, 
and I am Jed to believe that this plan 
for rural electrification bv the Govern­
ment is not likely to become a reality 
within a short time. I am going t.o be 
charitable and assume that it is likely 
to become a reality during the lifetime 
of some of the younger ones of us, but 
certainly it is not foreseen within the 
next few years. My further investigation 
has also led me to the conclusion that 
it would be possibJe, in some cases, for 
those sugar estates with generating 
plants to supply electricity to the sur­
rounding villages; not necessarily to 
distribute electricity to individual con-­
sumers or would-be consumers. but to 
supply it in  bulk. perhaps to the local 
authority or vHiage council concerned. 
which can then undertake the respon­
sibility for distribution as, for instance. 
has been done in the case of Wismar­
Christianburg bv the Demerara Bauxite 
Company. - .,, 

I am not that naive to assume. that 
such a plan ·.vould be without certain 
practical difficulties. or to assume that 
there wm not Ile c1- numlH'r ,if minutia,.: 
that will have to b� worked out. I am 
aware, for instance, that on some of the 
estates there is only a seasonal supply 
of a larg1.: amount of power. When an 
estate is t:rindim� and the steam boilers 
are in us� there···is a greater and over­
whelming supply, but I understand that 
in some cases when there is no grinding 
the respective estates switch back to a 
small diesel plant which can serve the 



1037 Elerfrification 2ND FEBRUARY, 1961 of Villages 103� 

immediate needs of the estate and 
such personnel as use electricity. 

That difficulty, as I see it, is not 
one that cannot b� surmounted, and it 
is not one which cannot bL: resolved as 
a result of discussion and negotiation. 
There can be arrangements made, for 
instance, perhaps to supplement the 
plants on the estates or to supplement 
the facilities, so that even in the off­
grinding period the necessary power can 
be generated which will yield a surplus 
that can be sold to the local authorities 
for distribution to consumers who would 
be interested in taking the electricity. 

I do not believe that there is any­
one here who would not like to see the 
modern and civilized convenience of 
electricity made available to th� people 
in the villages and in the country districts 
of this country. No one, I think, will 
have to Jabour the advisability of having 
electricity made avrlilable to the people 
in the villages and in the country dis­
tricts. Perhaps it may be said that 
since the purchase of the Demerara Elec­
tric Company's undertaking and the 
bringing into being of the British Guiana 
Electricity Corporation, the direct re­
sponsibiJity wiH be not that of Govern­
ment but of the Electricity Corporation. 

To my mind, if such an argument 
were put forward it would show the 
emphasis on technica1ities rather than on 
realities, because if I remember cor­
rectly, the constitution of th(' Corpora­
tion is such as to leave a certain amount 
of residuary power i n  the hands of the 
Minister, and in any case, even if the 
machinery were to be provided through 
the Electricity Corporation. I c�i nnot 
imagine in the wildest flights of fancy, 
that the British Guiana Electricitv Cor­
poration would refuse to adopt a�d im­
plement the policy which has been ac­
cepted by the Government of the day. 

In the circumstances, therefore, T 
propose that Government enter into 
"egotiations with the various sugar 

estates to find out whether they have 
available power, and whether they would 
be willing to make available such power 
for the use of the people in those are.as. 
and in what circumstances and on what 
terms power could be made available for 
our residents in the rural areas. Of 
course, I anticipate that the arrangement 
will have to be such that the pro tem

system can be absorbed without any 
difficulty into the larger system of rural 
e!ectrification when that becomes a fact. 

Mr . .Jackson : Reserving my right 
to speak at a later stage, I beg to second 
the Motion. 

The Minister of Communications 

�nd Works (Mr. Ram Karran): I wish 
t0 take this opportunity to hearily con­
gratulate the hon. Member. for bringing 
forward such an important measure as 
the electrification of the rural areas, 
even at this late stage in  the life of this 
Council. I observed that there was 
some difficulty on his part, due to illness 
in getting ready for the debate on th; 
Motion. 1 am glad the hon. Member 
is well enough to come here this after­
noon to dispose of it, for it has been on 
the Order Paper for some time. 

Government is not unmindful of the 
need for electrifying the rural areas of 
this country, and indeed did not wait 
until the hon. Member tabled h.is Mo­
tion 'to inquire from the sugar estates 
about the availability of electricity in 
these areas. The picture that has been 
painted so far by the sugar estate autho­
rities is more or less as described by the 
Mover of the Motion, .that is, that in the 
grinding period there is a great amount 
of electricity produced for the grinding 
of cane and other works carried on in 
!he factories, but that when that period
1s over they usually switch over to a
sma11 diesel plant merely to supply elec­
tricity for the residents and the workers
on the estates.

As far as I understand from the 
operators of these plants, It would be 
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quite uneconomical, and indeed they are 
in many cases unwilling to  undertake the 
responsibility of generating electricity 
for consumption by the regidents in 
viUages, except that in one or two cases 
it has been sug:g('..sted that Government 
should purchase plants and put them at 
the disposal of tlw sugar estates con­
cerned, for the gl:.'.ncration and supply of 
electricity to be distr ibuted in bulk to 
consumers in the viHa.ges. 

Without having had an opportunity 
to go into the details of this matter the 
hon. Member suggests that we should 
not get bogged down in technicalities 
but should !.nok at the matter realisti­
cally. Nevertheless, there is a great 
deal of investigation to be done. For 
instance, the hon. Member will appre­
ciate that it would be verv difficult to 
··marry" the system to be <.;arried out by
lhc Electricity Corporation five years
from now with a system that carries a
different voltage.

I t  would be necessary to resort to 
verv exncnsiw transformers and other 
gadgets 'in order to "marry" the two 
systems, and I am sure the hon .. Member 
will agree that this i, too por,r a country 
for us at this staf!e. when rural electrifi­
cation is in �hrht. That is in spite of 
what the hon· Member says ab0ut the 
younger peopk of this generation. I 
am not as pessimi�:tic a,;; he i'=. Certainly 
! can say- that rural electrification wiJJ
he somethin!! which the older ones
among us wm he able to see in their
lifetin1e. let alone the hon. Member who
is still very youn!J.

These technical difliculties must be 
!!One into - must be overcome - be­
fore we can hegin to talk about buying 
JddiHonal plant mid handing it over to 
the operators on the sugar estates for a 
general electrification scheme. Perhaps, 
T can infonn the hon. Member that 
generating electricity on a small scale is 

not very attractive; amt l know of one 
instance where the sugar estates •··--· 
Bookers Sugar Estates, Limited, which 
generate electricity in Bartica for the 
residents there - arc not very happy 
nbout it and have been, for some time, 
urging upon Government ,an increase of 
the rates under which they operate the 
existing franchise and, indeed, the rates 
have been revised upward onJy recently 
with the agrct:ment of the Bartica Village 
Authoritv. Even Bookers would Jike 
to give {ip the franchise merely because 
it is very uneconomical. 

In view of the fact that Government 
has, or will, put up proposals, as soon 
:is the two 10-Mcg,awatt diesel sets are 
installed at the Kingston Plant, there will 
be the availability of power. and its 
expansion very rapidJy, to the rural 
areas, followed by the possibility of 
hydro--electrkity. This is an attempt, 
at this late hour, by the hon. Member 
to put money into a scheme which would 
not be wholly satisfactory. It is far 
better for m:. to !!O ahead with the main 
scheme and urg� the Electricity Cor­
poration to proceed with the scheme for 
rural electrification. Let us get over 
th purchasing of the plant: let us, hv all 
means think of tl1e p!Hnt, and I am ¥sure 
that even before the plant is paid for� 
the cxpan�ion of the distribution system 
would he r.:.Jt on p'irt of the East Coai;t 
and there wifl be · rural electrification in 
the areas ,irnund Georgetown. 

I am not, as I have said, as pessimis­
tic as the hon. Member. I think the 
firm wav 1n which the Motion is worded 
--- that

., 

G<wernment should negotiate 
\vith the �u!!.nr producers ---- is unaccep­
table to Gqvernment because. as I have 
s:.1icL we have already snoken to these 
people and T think T sho{tld let the hon. 
Member know as much as possible 
on this question. I wish to assure 
him that every effort would be made 
for the s11pply of electricity from the 
Electricity Corpor8 tion t o  the rural 
areas, 11rnc of course, does not mean 
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that those people in the rural areas, who 
wish to set up their own plants, would 
be prevented from doing so. 

I understand that in certain parts 
of the Corentyne efforts are being made
by people to set up their own plan�s
under a co-operative system. Invest1-
irntions are being carried out, data are 
beino obtained from the Electricity Cor­
poration and other electrical concerns 
for the installation of diesel sets in some 
of the rural areas until the rural electri­
fication scheme is put i_n. 

I think l heard the hon. Member 
say that on his recent visit or visits to 
the East Coast he had seen oases of 
light in a sea of darkness. l am more 
often in the area at1d can assure the hon. 
Member that I am quite aware even 
more than he who has noticed only re­
cently. Perhaps, ] should point out that 
the same situation exists in the Coren­
tvne, Berbice. I understand there is a 
surplus of power at the New Amsterdam 
Plant, and negotiations are going on with 
the Town Council of New Amsterdam 
with a view to expanding the distribu­
t'ion system in order that more people 
would be able to get electricity. 

Of course, as was indicated when 
the Bill on the Electricity Corporation 
was discussed, the Corporation would 
eventually become a Colony-wide con­
cern and provision is made for the 
rrenerating plant in New Amsterdam to 
be taken over by the Corporation. 
When that is done a11 the technical de­
tails will be tied in. There, again. we 
will run into some trouble because we all 
know that the New Amsterdam system 
of generating electricitv is different from 
that in  Georgetown. But I am sure the 
hon. Member will liw to see that time; 
and it is far better to tackle it then 
rather than act on  this untimely sug-
1:?estion of the hon. Member. I think I 
have said enough to assist the hon. 
Member both on the technical as wel1 as 
on the realistic approach to the problem, 
and I hope he will withdraw his Motion. 

1042 

Mr. fo,k<:r: Like the hon. Mem­
ber for Georgetown Central, 1, also have 
made it my business to make some in­
quiries on this subject, and I think it is 
fair to say that the result of these in­
quiries certainly shows that the practical 
problems involved in this Motion cannot 
be dismissed as he has suggested they 
should be. I think there are also some 
important matters of principle involved. 

Firstlv, I would like to clarifv a 
statement "made hv the hon. Minister of 
Communications imd Works who gave 
the impression. in his comments just 
now, that the sugar estates had been un­
willing or reluctant to consider this 
whole question at all. 1 do not think 
that is a fair comment and it is not ac­
curate. Certainly, the sugar industry 
has made it clear. in its discussions with 
Government that it would not become 
involved in · bein!,!: a public utility. In 
other words, it will not take on the re­
sponsibility for the distribution of elec­
tric power to individual consumers. This 
is a reasonable point of view, particu­
larly in the light of the newly-established 
Electricity Corporation, which is a public 
utility designed to do these things. 

But the industry. I understand, has 
also made it clear to Government that i t  
is  perfectly willing to consider any pro­
posals whereby the generating capacity 
of the sugar factories might be increased 
and the surplus power be supplied in 
bulk to an authority which would dis­
tribute it. I think the hon. Member for 
New Amsterdam will bear me out when 
I say that some four or five years ago, 
when he was Minister of Communica­
tions and Works, this very question was 
considered in terms of one particular 
factory and one particular residential 
area around it. 

The matter was raised at that time 
because the estate in question was about 
to re-equip its electricity generatimz 
plant; and had there been an agreement 
to provide additional power in bulk to 
the local authority� the estate would 
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then have purchased and insialkd a 
larger plant than it needed f�)r. its m�n
r�quirements. These. negot1atwns, m 
fact, broke down bec,ius(: :.ih: loc:Jl 
authority was unable to assum..: r��spon­
sibility for distribution and. :t re�ul�. 
the estak purchased the pbm that 1t 
needed. rhat was in : 956; and l am 
informed that with the inc, i.t�ibk <level'" 
opment of the u:.;e of electric po,vtT in 
the factory. coupled w;th tte D1:(�ds ot 
new consumers on the.: c::::iatc. the posi­
tion now is that the capacity of the new 
plant is fully ntilizccL 

On this qut'sti.on of utilizu 1 ion: The 
hon. Member for Georgetown Central 
su_ggested that there was :m o�:er-use of 
elc.ctricitv on the estates. I remember 
he said that driving by, the saw oases of 
li!.!1lt in a sea of darkness, and ht: !�aw us  
the impression that estates were using up  
more ekctricitv than thev needed. This, 
I sug1re�t. is hnrdlv fair ··or kwical. �� . � � 

After alL electric power is generated 
l�y any industrial concern for th-: pur­
poses of that concern. Over and
above th:1L the sugar industry has always
endeavoured to provide sufficient power
for the residents on the estates, but it
does not always succeed; an<l it certainly
has not succeeded up to the present
moment. But there is a great distinction 
between putting in a p!�mt for specific 
industrial purposes and thi:- question of
ending up as a public utility. This
seems to me not to be the r::�ponsibility
of the sugar industry.

The hon. !Vlemher aJso rtferred to 
the ·'ovenvhelming supnlv of electricity 
during the :::rindi�g se;s�n:' This is 
just not tru�i·: Wi1at happens. am in-
formed, i:,; that during the f.�rinding 
�c-ason w]1cn the maximum power out­
put is requin:,t th"' r�ctories ::q•n 1'rnt,:, 

electricity at· a --��1 JX1�it�; ·:1dequat/ f�; · �h�
nc-ed1s of the factory at its peak period. 
It follows, therefore. th ·.t if the f:-:ctory·s 

needs arc below : .:t�. thcI\: may be an 
indeterminait: sund�b of ;;.:lectric power 
at any giwn monirnt. but this� it is fair 
to �ay. 01:!y happens for short periods. 
There is no r.:.:gu1arity of surplus power, 
and I think .mvhodv v,hi • has dealt witJt 
this question \;,. !11 agree ihat you cannot 
go into the bu -.in(·ss of "opp]ying. electri-­
city unless you L:.t\�' ;1 rcgubir supply. l 
admit that the n.:ccm history or the 
Dcmcrnra Fk·ctrk Company prove" them 
wrong, but the. principle is the sarm:. 

Secondly. there is also the problem 
of maintenance. Reference was made to 
the standbv generating plant at the es­
tates-a tiie;el 6renerating plant---which 
goes into operation when tht: i;statcs are 
not grinding. This is not because any­
body wants t:) put in two d1f.krent forms 
of generating plant� but simply because 
the stc::un plant needs regular mainteu­
ance and r•; taken out of commission 
when the foctorv i< not !!rinding. If. 
therefore, it i'5 s�uggeskd th;·t one� solu­
tion might be for the estates to generate 
clectricitv continuouslv with both steam 
,1nd diesel plant, it is. ea.sy to see tlrnt 
every factory would very soon find itself 
in the position from \Vhich the Govcm­
rnc nt is now trvirn:! to extricate the Dem­
rrara Electric Con1pany--in other words, 
with cvervthing burnt ouL and with 
serious b;eakd�)wns due to the inability 
to keep up \\ ith generating requirements 
and at the sJme time ensure pmpcr main­
tenance. 

The hew. Min1ster has alreadv made 
the point. ,1bo:.tt the uneconomic * opera­
tion of �mall dcctrical undertakings, and 
that is c-..·ttlin.\y horne out I understand� 
in the experience ()f the sugar industry. 
The noint .I y,;ould like to make is that 
the industry h3s ,tt ;dl times been willing 
to consider any proposition from the 
Government or. t-:xlay. from the Elec­
tricity Corporntion. whereby the power 
facilities of the factories could be brought 
into what would. in the long run, become 

national grid sY',tem. 
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This is long term planning, but the 
sugar industry is always :Vill�g to con­
sider possible ways in which 1t ca� c-?n­
tributc to the common good. I t  1s im­
portant, however, to 1!1�intain a clear 
distinction between a w1l1mgness to con­
sider this problem and the suggesti�n

-:­so often made these days--that this 1s 
something else that the sugar industry 
�hould take on. I do not believe that 
for one moment, and I do not think any­
body in this Council believes it, either. 
This is a matter for a public authority, 
and it is up to that authority to organize 
its suppHes in the best and most econo-­
mical fashion. Tf there is any practical 
way in which the sugar industry can 
assist that authority in the generation of 
the electricity which we all want to see, 
then the sugar industry will be only too 
wiJiing to consider the matter. .....{;

Mr. Jackson: Sir. one would 
have thought �hnt the Motion which has 
been brought forward by the hon. 
Member for Georgetown Central cou]d 
not have been brought earlier, in view of 
the fact that the considerations which 
would have made this possible have only 
now come into operation with the esta­
blis·hment of the Electricity Corporation 
to deal with the supply and distribution 
of electric current. 

i make this statemcrit because, I 
think, during the cri�fa when we were 
criticizing the Electric Company for its 
failure to supply sufficient current to its 
consumers. this was one of the possi­
ble means of relieving the situation. 
If mv memory serves me correctly, I 
mad� the po1i1t in  this Council when we 
were discussing one of the Bills in rel­
ation to the supply of electricity. This 
is a very appropriate opportunity which 
one can take to bring about the linking­
up of all sup.)Iy sources of electrical 
enen!v for thG benefit of the entire coun­
try ..... I refer to energy of the kind which 
is now being generated by the plants to 
wl1icb reference ha�: been m�de today. 

l am sure all of us know the coun­
try. On the East Coast of Dcmerara 
vou have two sugar estates; on the East 
bank of Demerara you have another 
estate: on the West Coast of Demerara 
you have about three; on the West Coast 
of Bcrbice vou have one; on the Coren­
tvne Coast�· I think, you have two sugar 
e��tates. Perhaps, if we go further we 
can find o t h e r sugar estates in 
some of the remote areas of tl1c country 
which would be used for the purpose of 
giving a supply of electric energy f?r 
consumption by aH the people wh(; are JO 
the country. 

Nobodv is unmindful of the fact 
that there would be difficulties in this 
matter. The Minister himself referred 
to some of the problems involved. He 
said that it was necessary to get trans­
formers to build up a supply for further 
distribution. It is not my view that 
1.eclmical problems are things that can­
not be overcome. It is my view 
that wherever there are technical prob­
h:ms you will find people who can deal 
with them effectively and efficiently. 

ft is a nitv that the Minister mis­
understood tt;e ·views of the operators to 
whom he rdcrred. He said that the 
operators \\'ere unwi1ling to do what was 
suggested. A correction to his state­
ment was made by the hon. Nominated 
Member. Mr. Tasker, who said that the 
operator�, are willing to make a contri­
bution to whatever system that may be 
used for the purpose of generating a 
supply of ckctric energy throughout the 
country, having in view a national con­
cern, 

I am in a!!reement with the voint 
which has been -made that the operatou 
should not be the people to supply elec­
tric energy as though they were a public 
corporation or a utility concern. I 
think the point which could be made in 
that respect is that the operators shouid 
�eH the electric current in bulk to the 
Electricity Corporation for distribution 
to the people. That is the pattern 
whkh, l think. is pursued in some 
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otha parts of the world where the 
Corporation buys the electric e nergy and 
sdls it to the consumers. That is the 
reason why f said that this is the proper 
time for us to embark on this project. 

W c have an Electric Corporation 
which can purchase lhc electric curren1 
from the estates in bulk, and scil it to 
the consumers. It is not. in mv view, a 
problem which could not be tackled, but, 
pC'rhaps, the Government has a plan and 
it is prepared to follow it. The ques­
tion is: How soon can Govcrnmenfs 
plant be put into operation? Can the 
plant be completed next year, or the 
next five ye:.irs with certainty'? That is, 
perhaps, the reason why there seems 10 
he some unwillingness on the part of 
Government to accept this Motion. 

It seems to me. in vicv,: of the 
fact that money is not always easy to get, 
the Government is findinu it difficult to 
obtain money at either a low or high rate 
of interest. I think it would be better 
for Government to accept whatever 
\1iilJingness there is on the part of the 
operators of the sugar estates, and see 
how soon it can put into reality some­
thing that has been promised the people 
of this country for the past four or 
five years. 

It is to be regretted that in 1956 
the Corporation to which t h e  hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. Tasker, re­
f erred did not see its wav to take on the 
r,�sponsibility o f pur�hasing electric 
en(;rgy in  bulk and selling it t o  con­
sumers. Had the Corporation done that. 
it would have proved that those who live 
in the East are far more full of visjon 
than those who live in the West where 
the sum sets. I am sorrv to hear that the 
Corporation did not take on that respon .. 
sibility. 

I feel that Government should re­
c xamine this matter. in view of the 
clarification given by Mr. Tasker. If the 

Minister were to review this situation, i t  
may be  found that something can be 
done to brint: ahoi..:t the matcri:..: lization 
of a supply <Jf electricity throughout th� 
country much earlier than if the Govem­
n�cnt follow its own plans. 

Mr. Bowman: Ever since Gowrn­
ruent has pounded into their minds the 
idea of rural electrification, the people in 
the rural areas have been looking for­
ward to the day \Vhcn the villagers would 
be provided with electric lighting facili­
ties. I observe that in the Development 
fa)timates the amount set aside for this 
purpose is so small that I do not know 
what Government reallv inknds to do 
with the amount provided. 

I think this Government is guiJtv of 
withholding information from the Coun­
cil. The Minhtcr claims that Govern­
ment has already had talks with t11e 
sugar estate authorities. but this Coun­
cil was not infonned of the results of 
those talks. If the information obtained 
from the sugar estate authorities bad 
been made known to the Council no 
doubt the hon. Member might not have 
brought this Motion which suggests that 
Governp:1cnt should seek the co-opera­
tion of the estate authorities for the pur­
pose of providing electric lighting facili­
ties for the villages as a temporary 
measure. 

J am not a pessimist; I am a realist. 
I do not know when thi: rural electrifica­
tion scheme wHl become an accom­
pl ishcd fact, and in the circumstances J 
think the proposal. in the Motion is a 
reasonable one. lt mav take between 10 
and J 5 vcars before ,�c have rural elec­
trification, during which time the people 
in 1he rural areas will haw to continue 
·without that amenity. As the hon. Nomi-·
nated M,_�mbcr. tvir. Tasker. -;aid. and
the Minister has also stated, during the
grinding season the generating plants
a:rc not idle, but when the factories are
not grinding the generating plants can
provid1: electricity for the villages.
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l think that if Government agrees
to negotiate with t.tl� sugar estate au­
thorities they would be prepared to as­
sist the villages with electric power. The 
Minister said that certain kchnical as­
pects will have to b;,; gon� into. l do not 
see anything very difficult about the 
matter. I am sure the suga:r estate au­
thorities would be willing to co-operate, 
but according to Mr. Tasker they would 
have to consider whether it would not 
be dangerous for them to enter into a 
tusiness undertaking that may be taken 
over by Government, or that they 
would have to submit their plans for 
approval by a Government which has 
clearly indicated its intention to con­
trol certain industries in this country. 
Government has already taken over the 
Dcmerara Electric Company's plant, 
and if the sugar estate authorities were 
to agree to give Government temporary 
control of their generating plants, the 
Government might develop the idea of 
taking fun control. 

Mr. Task�r: To a point of cor­
rection! I would like to clarify what 1 am 
alleged to have said. I was at pains to 
explain two things. Firstly, that there is 
no surplus of electric power available 
from the exist;ng generating plants on 
the sugar estates. Secondly, that the pro­
vision of generating capacity by steam 
plant during grinding, and by diesel 
pkmt out-of-grinding, is designed to en­
� ure balanced us;; and proper mainten­
ance; and that if the steam plant were 
used continuously the estates would 
quickly find themselves in the position of 
the Demerara Electric Company. 

It was suggested that there had 
been reluctance .., .... by the sugar estate 
authorities to hand over control of their 
generating plants. As far as I am aware, 
that has never been suggested. What I 
said was that th�� sugar estates would be 
willing to conside1: any proposi�ion 
whereby additional electricity generated 
on a sugar estate could be supplied in 
bulk to a public authority. 

Mr. Bowman: The point I was 
making was that it was said that during 
the out-of-grinding season the diesel 
plant was being used to generate elec­
tricity for use on the estates. I got the 
impression that it is possible that elec­
tric power could be sold if Government 
negotiated with the estate authorities for 
whatever surplus power there might be. 
My friend is saying that there is no sur­
plus electricity from these plants during 
the grinding season. The diesel plants 
are used during the out-of-grinding sea­
son, and he has told us that if the sugaT 
estates used their steam generating plants 
regularly there would be breakdowns 
such as we experience in Georgetown. 

I went on to make another point. 1 
did not say that Mr. Tasker had said so. 
I am saying, in view of Governmenfs 
recent action, anyone might reasonably 
fear that however temporary a partner­
ship with Government might be, Govern­
ment might be tempted to take over 
complete control of an undertaking. That 
is the point I was making. Those are 
things which must be considered, and 
considered properly. 1 think th,e request 
in this Motion is quite reasonable be­
cause I do not know when Government 
wiU be in a position to have the entire 
countryside electrified. 

Recently I moved a Motion recom­
m1:.nding that the Government - owned 
rice mills should be sold to the rice pro­
ducers. The hon. Nominated Member, 
Mr. Davis, moved an Amendment, which 
was accepted, that Government should 
undertake to sell those mills when it is 
practicable. I wi11 ask the same ques­
tion here: when will Government be in 
a position to implement the promise 
made to the people in the rura1 areas 
to electrify those areas? Since 1 do not 
sec the possibility of that being done 
within the next fiw years. I think 
Government should be prepared to en­
ter into negotiations at once with the 
sugar estate authoritic� rather than re­
ject the Motion. 
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Mr. Ajodha ;,ingh: After listen-
ing to th.:: hon. Member for Dtn1erarn 
River (Mr. Bowman), 1 have come to 
the condu�iun tha, althougn he was 
once a sugar work<:r he has forgotten 
about lhc operation:') on a sugar estate. 
In the course of his speech he tried to 
tell us that because the sugar estates 
have diesel gcner.ating pJants in  res«ve. 
for use when the factories arc not 
grinding, they could use those diesel 
plants during thL: grinding seas.on to sell 
current to th� villag;.:-rs in the area. The 
hon. Member's knowledge is very 
limited as to how a sugar estate operates, 
but he ough: tu remember that he was 
once a worker in a sugar factory. 

Mr. Uc,n1rlau: l. have n1..:ver live<l on 
a sugar estate. My friend mk,t under­
swnd that. l did not :,;uggcst that the 
sugar estates should sell e lectricity dur­
thc Erindine: season. but tha, I think 
they� would-be prepared h> expand their 
present plants f.or the purposl' of supply­
mg light and energy w the , 1 1 !:tg(:�;, 

Mr. Ajod!Ja Singh: 'l ii-.: iwn. Mem­
ber shnuld know that every wc,.:k a sug;:ir 
factory suspends operations in order to 
dean th� boilers and to effrct minor re­
pairs. What inconveniences would bt.: 
caused villager-; if every two days or 
every week they have to do without elec­
tricity because the boilers on the sugar 
estate have to be slrnt down! On such oc­

casions th,- diesel plants are: used to 
supply power for the machinery which 
has to b: kepi. going in the factory an<l 
to supply ckctricity for the :.;ta.ff :rnu 
other workers on the estate. 

Mr. Spca;, .. :r· think thr hon. 
Member said he thou.e:ht the -:ugar estate 
authorities might h· :{hk to ar�md their 
generating capacity. So thcr1,; i·; no use 
pursuing that point. 

� �···. \ �otm•1 ��:w�h·: I �hii,; it wnuld 
be v,. n· <lifficu1: It ,�:o'Uld entaH � lot of 
confu�ion, because the�c people would 
equip their home�: with dectrical machj ... 
nery and when the sugar estates can-
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not '.)upply the electrical current 
needed in order to keep these machines 
going, the pe.ople would have to under­
go a great deal of inconvenit:nce. 

The hon. Member also said that 
rural electritkation would come about m 
the next 15 years. The hon. Minister 
concerned with electricity assured him 
that within five years from now, rural 
electrification would be a fact. 

Mr. Burnham: How many ycaxs? 

Mr. Ajodha �-,In�h: Within five 
vt'ars from now. Living on a sugar estate 
"and knowing the 1pos1tion, l am one of 
these who are opposed to this Motion. 
Although I am of the opinion that clec­
tr1city in the rurnl areas woukl b1.:: a good 
thing, I am sure that to enter into n�got­
iations to carrv out such a svstcm. would 
be very difficult: and� alst), would nm 
solve the probkn1s. I feel it would b(· 
a half 1111..'a�urc way of going about the 
i.d1olc affair. 1 feel the Mover of the
Motion should withdraw it and, ns th<:
Minister assured us, wait until we can
give the people in  the rural areas of this
country a proper supply of electricity.

Mr. Sam:.;:; Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
oppose this Motion, and J wish to com­
ment on a few points rais�d by some 
hon. Mcmb.:rs on the other :-,,id1: of the 
Coundl. · n1..:: hon. Member for George .. 
town North said that Government should 
enter into negotiations with tht: sugar 
indu:-.try lo see if it i, pos�ibk 1n �.up-
ply electrical energy from the sugar es­
lcJies to th:; ccn:.;umer:- I :., .. ,C r;,l 

doubt, would be an uneconomical pro­
position, as things are at the moment-. 

Only tk other day when the Elec­
tricity Corporn1 ion Bill was heiw� di-; .. 
cussed. in this CounciL frar�: and doubt� 
wen� by ivi,.:mb,1:r<, c::1 t:11..' nt1ti..:, 
'· ;,k, that this scheme would he a failure 
--Gove-rnmcnt would nm into financial 
difficnlfr,\i;; and the business would not 
.,,P\'r;:!'.� cconomic,11lv. Herc. the bon. 
Member for George.town North is saying 
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that Govi.:rnmcnt should negotiate for 
the supply of electricity whether it is an 
economic proposition or no:. Thi: other 
day som.: Members on the other side 
were saying that the Elcctricitv Cor­
poration would be a millstone· around 
the necks of the consumt!rs of this 
country; now we are he:,ring the hon. 
Member suggesting that we should 
cause this Corporation to incur further 
losses. T just cannot tmdcr:-;tand how cer-­
tain Members exrn::.,s th.::-mselve<:. 

The hon. Nominated Member, Mr. 
Tasker. I think. has _given a clear pic­
ture of what the position is at the moment 
as regards the supoly of electricity by the 
rngar industry. He said that there was 
no regular surplus of power and that if 
the Government is interested. the sugar 
industry is willing. 1 think that is fair. 
The sugo::s;t10n by the hon. Member for 
Georget'.')Wn North, J think, wnuld be an 
unsound and uneconomic propos1t1on 
since it is a fact that Government has 
gone ahead with increasing its generat­
ing capacity. and there is every likeli­
hood thr1t the generating capacity of the 
British Guiana Electricitv Corporation 
would be i11cre3sed. · , 

A White Paper, published sometime 
ago, states that Government plans to 
bri.ng in another diesel plant and a steam 
plant this year. As expressed by the 
Minister of Communications and Works, 
rural electrification is not so far awav: 
and I trunk that this piecemeal approach 
-asking the sugar estates to give a little
help here and there, regardless of the
difficulties involved--would not be in
the best interest of the people of this
country.

Another asoect which has been ex­
pressed by the Minister is that all these 
electric�ll c•quipment which will have to 
be inst1 llcd to meet the requirements of 
the sugnr industry, will hnve to be 
changed within the next few vcars. and 
that would result in auite a ht of finan­
cial losses. I think all.these things <1hould 

be taken into consideration, and that it 
should be seen that the proposition i� 
neither feasible nor e.ccuomicaJ to em­
bark upon. 

The hon. Member for Di.:n1�r<1L1 River 
has made the comment that G-ivi:rnmcnt 
is in  possession of certain information 
from the sugar industry, and has not 
given it to the Council. I do nut think. 
Govtrnm:.:nt would supply a White 
Paner nn every bit of information i t  gets. 
I th.ink his comment should command no 
r�ttention at all. 

l want to say one last thing, atid
that is on the question of rural ckctrif;­
cation. 1 think this Govermncnt is more 
interested----or shall I put it this way, the 
Majority Party is more intcrcsted--,--than 
any other Party or individual when it 
comes to the question of rura1 cl .:ctrifi­
cation; and I say, with very much cer­
tainty, that everything possibL· i" hcing 
done to see that rural electrificatioa be­
comes a reality. 

Mr. Da·fr: Mr. Speaker, afli.:r hear­
ing the last two speakers make th,.:::ir con­
tributions to this debate, J wondered if 
they had taken the trotibl:- to read the 
Motion. The Motion, as I understand it, 
only wggests that inquiries should be 
mc1de "whether", and I r e p e a t 
'·whether" 4'and if so on what tenns, 
th•.;: vurious estates ... " 

Speaking for myself, 1 would say 
that mv criticism of the Moti1Jn is that 
it is to�) limited in its scope. Perhaps. 1 
am actuated by the fact that I spend a 
great many hours of my leisure-L,\!1 
hon. Member: "And pleasure"l---per 
week in the . country district, and l 
know of the difficulties that the people 
there have to undergo for w.rnt of elec­
tricitv. On·:: hon. Member said rurnl 
electrification was promised th0 people 
in th · country thre� years ago. T q1pport 
th-1t. T have heard a fonner Develop­
ment Secretary telling the Re<!ion.al 
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Committees in the country districts that 
rural e-lectrification would be in the 
�ountry by the end  of 1958. 

Toc.h1v. in l 960, we arc no nearer 
our goal, �xccpt, of c:ourse. hy promises 
that in th1..'. next live years we- will 12:ct it. 
It is 1101 that I do not apprt:cialt� the difli­
cultks with which the Government has 
had to contend. It is be<.:au..,c of that 
appreciation that f would express the 
view that half-loaf is better than no 
lo:1f at  all. 

When I said that the Motion is 
lin�it,.xl in its scope, I said w because I 
feel it should have been extended to in­
clude the two Government rice factories: 
the Mahaicony/ Abary Rice Develop­
ment Scheme mid the one at Anna 
Regina as possible units from which 
peopk in the country could obtain elec­
tric current. I would also have thou_ght 
that tht: Bauxite Company would not 
have been outside the scope of such ne­
got1at10ns. I know that electricitv in the 
country would be a tremendous boom to 
the people, and it wouJd stop the steady 
trek to town by people who desire to be 
near the hright lights of a city. The 
scope, at first, may be limited, but even 
a limited start would be appreciated in 
the country. 

The hon. Minister has expressed 
the view that these installations may be 
costly and may become redundant later 
on. Surely things could be planned in  
such a manner that such a position could 
be obviakd. For myself, l do not see 
anything wrong in the Motion. It 
st.:ltes " ... to ascertain whether, and if 
so on what terms, the various ·.;;near es­
tates would be prepared to electrify vil-
1 ages ... " 1 will support it, even in its 
limited form. 

Mr. Burnham (replying): Mr. 
Sp-.:ak;.:r, as I heard i.hc hon. Minist::r of 
<\nnmunications and Works amb4ing 

through hi:,; recitation, halting at some 
tim\:s, and inaudibly at other�. J thought 
tflat he maeiy had to say so:ucthing 
rather I han had \om..:thing to s,:\. He 
spoh: of the dimcultics th�1t w,)u.id face 
an attl':;1pt to distribute electricity from 
the sugar c·,tate'i. If lh.'. had taken paith 
to lbt(:n to rny opening remarks. hL' 
would have recognized. or would have 
heard thi.tt r alluded to the 1act that then.'. 
were difficulties, some .of whkh ( appre­
ci:1ted. some· of which j anticir;�\l,,;d, and 
others which. I imagined. would crop up 
hut of wh;ch r wa, not aware. I am not 
that naive as to believe that the cbtri­
hution of ckctricitv to the country and 
viJlagt' <.fo.tricts fn.;m existing pla�ts on 
surrar csUit.::,; is somcthin!.! th;.tt can b<: 
;ic};icwd (·asily and witho�H diflkulty. 

We hear of the ditlkuJtv of marry­
ing the sy-;tem which will be· introduce�L 
maybe in live years' time, to the existing 
system of electric plants based on the 
sugar estates. Jf the hon. Minister were 
able to say that such a marriage wcn:­
impossible. he would have been able to  
find some logical objection to the Motion 
I have 11101,ed. ffr has merelv said that 
it would be difficult. 

I couid never imagine a Minister of 
Government, a gentleman of the age of 
this particular Minister, being frightened 
by ditrkultics! 1t is true that his field 
of expertise is not electrical engineering 
or electronics, but what do you have 
experts for? If the experts had reported 
that it was impossible to marry the new 
system that is going to come into opera­
tion some years hence to the system now 
used by the sugar estates as bases, then, 
perhaps, we might have listened to his 
arguments and appreciated what he had 
to say. Hl! speaks about different vol-­
tages and other things; he accused me of 
not understanding: things. but the way in 
which he phrased his �bjcction indicates 
that he himself does not understand. He 
knows not, but he would not admit that 
he knows not. I cannot see what is the 
objection to this Motion. He speaks of 
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rural electrification being in sight. In  
-;ight when'? Rural electrification ha:; 
been in sight for a number of years. I n  
Creolese one would say: "While the 
grass is growing, the horse. is starving". 

With a little more astuteness than 
his colleague, the hon. Member for Ber­
bice River. he did not cond�scend to give 
a period of time when rural electrifica­
tion would become a fact. We are told 
that every effort would be made to supply 
these rural areas from the central point 
of the British Guiana Electricity Cor­
poration. Does the Minister appreciate 
what anyone of average intelligence must 
appreciate, that even jf rural electrifica­
tion were begun in a few years, how long 
it is going to take for us to  be able fo 
electrify the entire rural areas? The, 
East Coast may be comparatively easy. 
lbe East Coast is fairly near to George­
town, but what about those areas in the 
Corcntyne? What about those riverain 
areas? If you are going to attempt to 
electrify the riverain areas, I know, with 
our capacity, that you cannot at the 
same time attempt a thorough scheme of 
electrification for the entire coastland. 

Even recognizing the difficulty that 
is posed with respect to far off coastal 
areas like the Corentyne, he said that in 
some cases attempts are being made by 
co-operatives to install their own plants. 
Obviously, the objection with respect 
to using energy from the sugar estates 
and the marriage subsequently must 
be followed with respect to these plants 
put up by the co-operatives. It seems to 
me that the hon. Minister and his Gov­
ernment are just inclined to reject any 
Motion that comes from this side of the 
Table. They imagine difficulties without 
knowing what the difficulties are! 

As I pointed out when I begun my 
remarks. I do not ask the Government to 
introduce a system of electrification 
based on the sugar estates. I ask this 
Council to recommend that Government 
enter into negotiations to ascertain whe• 
ther, and if so on what terms, the various 
sugar estates would be prepared to elec­
trify villages. I am asking Government 
to begin negotiations. It may well be that, 
as a result of these negotiations, it would 
be palpable and obvious that the proposal 
to use the sugar estates system is unten­
able. But without knowing his facts the 
hon. Minister mumbled that it would be 
uneconomic. On what basis does he come 
to that conclusion? 

For instance, it is suggested that 
there could be an increase of plant for 
use in the off-grinding periods. Does the 
hon. Minister know what would be the 
cost of such a plant? Does he know what 
would be the cost of supplviiw the vower 
from such a plant to a central body in 
bulk for 1

1e-distribution to consumers? 
Does he know whether or not, even if it 
costs a lar�e sum of monev. the consu­
mers are prepared to bear .i�d carry the 
expenses for the facility and use of elec­
tricity? These are details that cannot be 
focided on th'! floor of this Councit 
These are details which wi11 come up as 
a result of negotiations and discussions. 

We hear from the hon. Member for 
Berbice River, in one of his few excur­
�ions on the floor of this Council, that 
1f we were to  use the plants .of the sugar 
estates there would be periodic cuts 
every week for l½ days to 2 davs. 
What utter nonsense! Tf these negotia­
tions prove the advisability of using the 
sugar estates as bases, provision will be 
made by people who know, and not 
r:eople like the· hon. Member for Berbicc 
River. So that there will not b� these 
periodic cuts of l day, 1 �1 days or 2 
days every week. 

The hon. Minister, in one of his few 
audible moments, advised me to with-
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draw this Motion. I shall not. Let 
them use their superiority of numbers, 
which does not reflect their superiority 
of intelligence, to throw out this Motion. 
I listened with some interest to the con­
;1.Tatulations which came from the hon. 
Minister for my introducing this Motion 
so Jatc. Tt1o�c who live in glass houses 
should not throw· stones. Th.is Motion 
\Vas introduced Jast yeaL and it had to 
b� renewed because of this incompetent 
�nd lazv Government that \vitl not de­
bate importanl Motions.---[Mrs. Jagan: 
•·J'ou are 1ze·ver herc!"J---Now he savs it
comes too late.

Ewn if this were the first time that 
it had b-een tabled in this Council, the 
fact that there was a necessity to table it 
arises from the fact that we never heard 
from members of the Government what 
they are doing about rural electrification. 
We cannot hear because they are not 
doing anything. They do nut have the 
foggiest idea of where they are i!oing. Bing 
Crosby. in a song of his. ilesrribes them 
correctly: "Running around io. circles, 
getting nowhere very fasf'. 

Question put., The Counci] div­
idt:d and voted as follows: 

For 
Mr. Bowman 
Mr. Beharrv 
Mr. Tasker 
Mr. Frederich 
Mr. Davis 
Mr. Jackson 
Mr. Burnham 
Mr. KendaH-8. 

Against 
Mr. Hubbard 
Mr. Gajraj 
Mr. Jai Narine Singh 
Mr. Ajodha Singh 
Mr. Saffee 
Mr. Rai 
Mr. Ram Karran 
Mrs. Ja1?an 
Mr. Benn 
Dr. Ja�an 
The Financial 

Secretan· 
Tbe Attorney­

General 
The Chief Secretary···--13 .. 

lost. 
Mr. Speaker: I declare the Motion 

STATUE TO fflE lATE MR. H. N. 
CRITCHLOW 

Mr. Uurnltam: I lx:g to move: 
· He it resolved: 'Ibat this Council

rc:comrncnd<:. that Ciovernmcnt ,;houlct 
erect a statute to the great pioneer ot 
biK>ttr. !he Lill' Huh:rt Nathanid Crihh· 
low. and thut the statute be placed al the 
Bour(h (;rcen'' 

In this case J. also, do not nrono-;e 
to make my opening remarks lenithy. 
About thr�c years ago Mr. Hubert 
N athanid Critchlow died. W11en he died 
tribute was paid to him in this Coun-­
cil and outside as well. Tribute was paid 
to the ercat woik he h:1d hcen doim! -
the person who organised in 1919. the 
first trade union in the British Colonial 
Empire and a great deal is known 
aboi.1t his 1ifr. Born--of noor oarcntage in 
1884, struck by the r1.:�olting conditions 
on the waterfront. he ormmi�•r•d th, ... first 
labour demonstration in 1906, and later 
formed the British (:n,ana r ·lht•m· Union 
which today is still alive. He played an 
imoortnnt nart in the l .nl1rn1r �1',wf'm•"nt 
ir.. British Guiana, in the Caribbean, in 
the colonial world and also in the world 
at htr0e. H<-:' nko in tt10'-f' d�1vc.: of th,, 
restricted franchise played through the 
Trade Union Movement an imoortant 
role in the nolitical life of British (}uian:1. 

ln his later vears his abilities and 
services were recognized when the Gov­
ernment voted a m<mthly pe-n<.;ion to him. 
He was undoubtedJv one of the out­
standing sons of British Guiana -- out­
standing not for his academic achieve­
ments but outstanding for his organiza. 
tion; outstanding for the fact that he was 
the father of the Trade Union Movement 
'.1ere, outsta�ding for the role he played
m the workmg class movement. 

The twentieth century. I think Mr. 
Speaker. r-�n he correctlv dc�crihPcl :1<.· 

the age o! the common man� and I feel 
that we mu�t not merely say that in 
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words but we must recognire i t  i n  deeds. 
In the circumstances, it is my feeling 
that a statue should be erected to 
his memory. I am aware of the fact 
that some time ago a committee was 
formed, and that the terms of reference 
of that Committee were to co11ect funds 
for the erection of a memorial to the 
late Mr. Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow, 
but, unfortunately, we have not heard 
very much more about the activities of 
that Committee. I am not  suggesting that 
th� Committee is at rest. "1hat has 
occurreu w me 1� tnc iact mat the Com­
mittee certainly does not seem to have 
been able to raise the necessary funds to 
put up that statue.

Government erected a memorial to 
those who feJl in the First and Second 
World Wars, and [ feel it is the rcspon­
sibilitv of Government to bear the ex­
pense"' of the erection of a memorial to 
one of the greatest sons of Guiana. I 
do not have to repeat that he was one 
of the greatest sons; that phrase was 
used on both sides of this Table when 
Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow died, and if 
l want to perpetuate his greatness, possi­
bly for posterity to see, to give effect to
the moral which his life's work pointed
to, I feel that this Government should
erect a statue to his memory, in the
same way as the Trinidad Government
erected a statue to the late Capt.
Cipriani.

I do sot know what is the attitude 
of the Government to this, except that I 
have heard that there is a suggestion that 
a Committee should be set up to go into 
the matter. I do not see the necessity for 
any Committee. We admit that he was 
a great man; we admit that he ,va-; an 
outstanding man, and we admit that he 
has made a contribution and that his 
n:nne should be perpetuated. Therefore 
th;;; best Hung tor us w uo is LO geL aoout 
the erection of a statue on a StJitable 
piUl, U1ougu l am mc1int.<l to suggeM 
Bourda Green, the scene of his triumphs, 
for on many a Sunday night when 

Bourda Green was avoided by so-called 
respectable people he held his own there 
lecturing to the workers. 

I feel there can be no better place 
than Bourda Green for the erection of a 
i:zt�tue to Hul-,ert Nathaniel Critchlow, 
and 1 have lt;a.::iuu lO o..:u�ve Urnt tne 
M unicipa1ity of Georgetown which con­
trols t11e Green will not be averse from 
making available the necessary spot of 
land for erection of such a statue 
I accordingly move the Motion standing 
in my name. 

Mr. Jackson: I rise to second the 
Motion, reserving my right to speak 
later. 

Mr. Fredericks : J would like to 
associate myself with the remarks which 
have been made by the hon. Mover of 
the Motion, and to commend huu 10r 1l1s 
very praiseworthy action. I regret that I 
did not have the privilege of knowing 
Mr. Critchlow pcrsonaUy, but from what 
was said in this Council at the time of h is 
passing; what has been written of him 
and what has been told me, I have 
formed the impression that Mr. Critch­
low was a man of integrity and honour 
wbose contribution to his country has 
been of inestimable value. 

We have been told that Mr. Critch­
low was the founder of trade union­
ism in British Guiana and the West 
Indies and, possibly, initiated the 
Labour Movement in the British Em­
pire. He was also a Member of the 
Legislative Council for some time, and 
was also a Member of the Executive 
Council anJ or tile Georgetown Town 
Council. We have also been told by the 
Mover of the Motion that he made a 
contribution in the field of athletics. and 
that he was a good cricketer. One is 
amazed that a man without the benefit 
of a secondan, education could have 
achieved �o 1imch in such a short hie­

ti mc and remained a very simple man, 
unspoiled by his success. It i� chiefly 
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as a trade unionist that he is remem­
bered. Indeed, it is impossibk to think 
of trade unionism in British Guiana with­
out thinking of Mr. Critchlow at the 
same time, and I feel that it would be a 
fine gesture if this Council unanimously 
assents to the Motion. 

Mr. Critchlow dedicated his Jife to 
G1e cause of trade unionism and worked 
tirelessly to promote the interests of 
workers, to improve their social and eco­
nomic status both in the commercial and 
the industrial fields. He was a humble 
man, endowed with an abundance of self 
respect, and he also had great respt:ct 
for aH those with whom he came in con­
tact. He believed jn the dignity of hard 
work, and fought courageously and tirc-
1essly for proper recognition and recom­
pense of the workers for su�h work. 
And it i� indeed diHkult to find anyone, 
or to tlllnk of anyone more qualified in 
this country, for the people to honour, 
than Mr. Critchlow; and I would like to 
support this Motion wholeheartedly. 

!\-fr. Jai Narine Singh: Mr. Speaker, 
I wish to support this Motion. I hap­
pened to know the late Mr. Critchlow. 
l knew him well. As a matter of fact,
he was one of the Vice-Presidents of the
trade union he led in this country -- the
British Guiana Labour Union------for vears
when many of my friends did not� think
of the Trade Union Movement in this
country; but the unfortunate thing is that
great men have no hooour in their own
countries. He lived a life, many a time
wanting a meal. He  was reje-cted by
many who now seek to praise him. But
there is one other person who has served
the workers i n  this cou11try equally well
in the trade union field. and I think his
name shou.ld be added to this Jist if
Government i:-; u11<.krtaking this task of
putting up statues.

A similar move was made in the 
Georgetown Town Council to put up a 

statue. of Mr. Critchlow. Every effort 
was made .in that direction. I think the 
hon. Mover of this Motion was then 
Mayor� and despite the efforts he made. 
it seemed that nothing fruitful resulted. 
Now, Government is being called upon 
to assume the task. I know i t  is time to  
begin to  honour and pu t  up statues of 
our own sons and daughters of this land 
who have served the people of this land. 

Well then, J think we should add 
one more name to those who have served 
this country; and I wish to  add Ayube 
Mohammed Edun. He served the sugar 
workers and was. at one time. without 
food to eat in his own home. Like Mr. 
Critchlow, Government subsidized his 
very existence. His friends forsook him, 
hut he lived despite it all. Humility and 
poverty do not detract from greatness, 
and so Ayubc Mohammed Edun served, 
and did lose a considerable amount of 
his scrvic(' becam12 he was n poor man. 
ln the light of th1..: service of this gentle­
man, I am supporting the Motion� and 
with Your Honour's permission, I would 
like to add after the words "'Hubert Na­
thaniel Critchlow" the words "and Ayube 
�fohammcd Edun·'� and that the word 
.. statue'' should be ·'statues'· and the 
\\'Ord "pior�ccr'' be "pioneers:'. 

'Thnl' arc HO two wavs about it. th1: 
workers on the sw'!ar tstates suffered im­
mca'.,urahk h�lrn1.·· Thcv did not knov, 
what representation was� They suffered 
hurniliation without representation of any 
kind, until Mr. Aynbc Mohammed Edun 
came into the iabour fickL and he was 
able to effect better conditions through 
the Man Power Citizen's Association, 
now not the same fighting force it used to
be when Mohammed Edun was there. 
It ceased to be a fighting force ·---· a 
militant force that commanded the 
respect of every worker on the estates. 
Mohammed Edun fought: for the people 
and stood with the peopk and never 
received a shekel from the employers on 
the sugar estates. He never fought for 
the check-off system because he knew the 
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iniquity that followed from the check•off 
system; so I ask to be allowed to propose 
this Amendment. 

Mr. Gajraj: I beg to second the 
Amendment. 

Mr. Speaker: Do I understand you to 
move an Amendment that the word "sta­
tue" be "statues''; then '"pioneer'' be re­
placed by "pioneers", and you want 
added after "'Hubert Nathaniel Critch­
low'', the words '"Ayube Mohammed 
Edun"? 

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. Speaker: Perhaps, you mignt 
read it in full and sec how it reads. 

Mr. Jai Narine Singh: I am going 
to p,.it it down in writing. 

Mr. Speaker: You had better do 
that. 

Tbe Minister of Labour, Health and 
Housing (Mrs. Jagan): The name of 
Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow, as the mover 
has said, is well-known not only in the 
history of trade unionism in this country, 
but throughout the Caribbean. Many of 
us had known and worked with Hubert 
NJ·hanicl Critchlow, a n d  I am 
aware or the gn:ai: comrit>ut1on he has 
made to the development of trade union­
ism in this country. I recall - -

Mr. Speaker: I do not want to in­
terrupt you. I just want to indicate that 
I am waiting to receive the Amendment. 
You may speak. 

Mrs. Jagan: I can recall, many 
years ago before the Great Fire when the 
British Guiana Labour Union used to 
have its office in Hincks Street, joining 
with Mr. Critchlow in the organization 
of the domestic workers' section of his 
Union. The two of us used to sit up in 
the hall many nights for many hours 
waiting for th� one or two or three union 

members who used to show up. Toe 
work, even though it was many years 
after he had organized this union, was 
not easy going and, in fact, a1l his life 
he had to fight extremely hard to carry 
over the idea of trade unionism to the 
people and to encourage person� to join 
and attend meetings. 

In working with him, I learnt a lot 
about his qualities of leadership and, also, 
we used t.o discuss the early days when 
he was far more active i n  the movement, 
and agile. As the Legislative Council 
Member for Georgetown South rightly 
said, he was, to some extent, rejected in 
his later years; and we find even today, 
that some of those who rejected him are 
now shouting his praise. It reminds one 
of the biblical saying: "The stone that 
the builders reject, the same is become 
the head of the comer." 

I can remember marching in  a May­
Day demonstration some years ago and 
seeing Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow stand­
ing outside of his house on Crown Street 
watching the parade go by. I saw many 
of those praising him now, hissing Hu­
bert Nathaniel Critchlow; but there was 
one politician and trade union leader in 
that crowd who had a very big heart. 
He went and took Critchlow by the hand 
and said: "Come Critch, join the pa­
rade; walk with us''. That was the hon. 
Dr. Cheddi Jagan, who was then Presi­
dent of the Sawmill and Forest Workers' 
Union; and Critchlow walked in the Mav­
Day demonstration - in that gro�p 
where others rejected him. And I re­
member when they assembled on the 
Bourda Green, he spoke. There were 
those who started hissing Critchlow 
again. They did not want him to speak. 
The hon. Dr. Chcddi J agan said: "Give 
him a chance", and he was given a 
chance. These arc the things that hap­
pened; and it is a pity that in  his later 
years things were not quite as happy as 
they could have been. 

W c have not forgotten him. The 
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hon. Minister of Communications and 
Works recently named a hydrographic 
launch ';The Hubert Critchlow.'� We 
have recently named one of the streets 
in the Housing Scheme after that man; 
so there are some who had not forgotten 
him. and do not make public that they 
had not forgotten him. 

I would have liked to support this 
Motion. but I feel that its asking Gov-­
cmment to put up a statue, is not the 
real answer to perpetuate the memory of 
this great trade unionist. It is easy, in 
election year, to stand up and say. "Let 
1)1c Governrncut huiid �1 �-:t,1tu�' \\r" nat 
i� a statue? There are countries full of 
st.1tucs. It does not mean anything. 
It is true, in the past. there 
may have been monuments of great men, 
erected in British Guiana., but that does 
not mean because you have been build­
ing monuments of great men that we 
must kcrp on building monuments of 
great men. I believe that there should 
be something dedicated to the memory 
of Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow; but T am 
not convinced that there should be a 
statue. I would honestly prefer some­
thing of greater use to the community. 
What could Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow 
have wanted'? Would he want a statue 
stuck up in Bourda Green� or would he 
prefer a scholarship for young men and 
worncn to studv trade unionism: or would 
he prefrr a trade union hall or some other 
useful memorit1T? T am not equipped 
to state wnat type ot Hh.:.J11ona1 sHoUJJ 
he dedicated to his memorv. but I think 
it is rather puerile and usefe�s to suggest 
a statue. rt does not mean anvthinr; 
real. His name will be recorded in ou� 
history books. and I have no doubt that 
others wi11 fol1ow our practice of naming 
objects of frequcllt use like boats, streets 
and vil!al.!,cs. after his name. Those are 
thing� th8t will la•,L 

f do not thjnk it is the full respon-

sibilty of the Government to contribute 
all the monev for whatever :nemorial is 
decided. I think the Govcrnnwnt should 
make a contribution bv all rneans. but I 
think also that the ;ommunitv. and in 
particular the trade union rn·(;vcment, 
must make a substantial contribution. 
Mr. Critchlow came from the ranks of 
Jabour. and 'With little help as well as 
little education rose to be a trade union 
leader. 1t is from those ranks that the 
pennies, ten-cent pieces and twenty-five 
cent pieces must be collected to btiild a 
memorial. ft mav be in the form of a 
scholarship or sch.oJarships. That is whv 
I cannot �upport this Motion ,is it stand;. 
although I support the essence of it. 

The Mover of the Motion know:. 
that the Permanent Secretary of the Min­
istry of Labour spoke to hin1, and asked 
him if he would consider aJterinrr his 
Motion to read: 

.... 

"That this Council recommends that 
a Committee should be appointed to con• 
�idcr and make recommendation:-. for a 
suitable memorial to commemorate the 
late Hubt�n Nathaniel Critchlow. the 
great piunc,er of labour. and to consider 
ways and means of raisintz funds for 
rroviding <;uch a memorial". ·· 

However, the Mover of the Motion was 
not in agreement with the suggestion. I 
thought, perhaps, I could move an 
Amendment to this ·Motion aJong those 
lines. but I was advised by the Clerk of 
the i..cgislativc Council that this \V<mki 
not be possibk because it negatived cer­
tain points in the Motion. I beliew that 
His Honour the Speaker is aware of th is. 

I am in the pnsition, thcn:·forc. 
where I support the essence of the 
Motion that there should be, perhaps. 
some memorial in the name of Hubert 
N,ithaniel Critchlow, but I do not agree 
that jt should be a stallll.:. Ou the ot.hl.'.r 
hand. I do not ai�rcc that .it should be 
thr full re:,pon�ih-ility nf the: Ciovcrnmcnl. 
l would like tn stH�:.�est again to the
Mover of the �vfot',(;n that· hL· rn;.ike<.; .. t 
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chan!!e in his Motion to  include the 
points which the Government would like 
inserted: That a Committee be set up to 
decide what type of memorial should be 
established� and ways and means of 
raising money for it. It may well be that 
the Committee will agree with the Mover 
that a statue is the best thing. If a Com­
mittee, duly established. a2Tecs that 
there should be a statue. whatever it 
says will have to be the decision. 

I believe that there arc so many 
other wonderful ideas that could be em­
bodied in a memorial for the late Hubert 
Nathanial Critchlow. that it would be 
foolish for us to rush th.ings and agree 
to the erection of a statue. I am one of 
those persons who feel very strongly 
about certain customs and habits some 
people have which are not entirelv use-
tuL 

.. 

For example, I have made a sug­
gestion to the Red Cross that. in the 
raising of funds for the Handicapped 
School for Children. they introduce 
a system that is now quite popular in 
the United States. When a person dies, 
rather than buying flowers which means 
nothing to the dead man or woman, 
the person who wishes to show his 
sympathy should send his contribution 
to the fund, and the fund in  turn sends 
a condolence card to the family saying 
Mr. and Mrs. So and So have con-

tributed to the Handicapped Children's 
Fund in the name of the deceased". In 
the United States of America you have 
the Cancer Fund, etc. 

I know that when my father died, 
we received dozens of such cards which 
meant more to the fami]y. because we 
knew that rather than sympathisers 
spending money on flowers. the money 
had gone to  a very useful purt:,ose. That 
is why l suggest that a statue is not 
particularly useful but, perhaps, some­
thing else would be of greater use to the 
community, or to the trade union move­
ment in particular. That is why I would 
urge the Mover of the Motion to indicate 

that he is willing to make the necessary 
alteration to his Mot10n which'., essen·­
t ially, we all agree with. 

Mr. Bowman: I rise to support the 
Motion in its original form. It has been 
the custom of mankind from time im­
memoriaL when one has distinguished 
oneself in any given field, to commemo­
rate the death of such a person. In 
some cases statues are erected, and in 
other cases different forms of objects are 
erected in the memory of the individual. 

This Motion suggests something 
specific. It states: 

"That this Council recommends that 
Government should erect a statue to the 
great pioneer of labour, the late Hubert 
Nathaniel Critchlow, and that the statue 
be placed at Bourda Green." 

Bourda Green is an historic meeting 
place. It is the distinguishing objective
that attracts my attention. Everyone 
knows Bourda Green as a place where 
important meetings are held throughout 

the years. The Motion carries the 
distinguishing word "the". I do not 
know to what extent this word "the" 
could be applied to more than one per­
son. If a man starts something and 
carries it on for 10 years before he is 
joined by another person, I do not see 
how the second person can also be con­
sidered a pioneer. I know that Hubert 
Nathaniel Critchlow is the pioneer. 

The hon. Member for Georgetown 
South suggested that there should be 
added to the Motion the name of  the 
late A vub:e Mohammed Edun. I know 
that Mr. Critchlow was running things 
when [ was a boy. He represented 
labour throuP."hout the length and breadth 
of British Guiana; he represented carpen­
ters, masons, sugar workers as well as 
all ordinarv workers. I know that in 
those early., days the Indians on the
estates used to call Mr. Critchlow 
'"Black Crosby''. At that time Mr. 
Edun was not on the scene. Mr. Critch-
low was the sole representative of labour 
at the time. The word "the" distin-
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guishcs Mr. Critchlow from ail others in 
this matter, and l do not sec where Mr. 
Edun can be r1:cordcd as a pioneer, too. 

Apart from that, I do not agree 
\\ith certain remarks made bv the Minis­
ter of Labour, Health and· Housing in 
that she is opposed to the idea of  erect­
ing a statue. I think a statue or profile 
of Mr. Critchlow would be most appro­
priate, especially if it is placed at Bourda 
Green. It is there where political meet­
ings have been held for many years. I 
am supporting the view that there should 
not be anything else other than the statue 
representing the late Hubert Nathaniel 
Critchlow. [ disam·cc with the Minister 
that anything else.__ should be substituted 
for the statue. 

J support the Ministeris poi_n� �hat it
should not be th1; full respons1h1hty of 
the Government to provide the statue. l 
a\..:n:c with her that \\orkers throughout 
tl1c countrv should c(mtribuk and add 
something ., to what the Government is 
prepared� to give. J feel that Govern­
ment should make a sizable contribution 
towards the erection of the statue. It  
must be re-membered that Mr. Critchlow 
is one man who has enlightened the work­
ers of this country. That is why I am 
supporting the Motion I 00 per cent., and 
I will not -:upport anything. other than a 
statue. 

Mr. Gajraj: Sir, I beg to second 
the Amendment made by the hon. Mem­
ber for Georgetown South. 

Mr. Burnham: Sir. on a point of 
order. I submit that the purported 
Amendment bv the hon. Member for 
ncorgetown Sot1th is not an Amendment, 

and is not relevant to the question before 
the Council. The question involves the 
nPclinn of a statnP. not in 'l'at:uo. for 
Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow, If they 
want to erect a statue for Edun, a sub­
stantive Motion has to be  moved. This 
Motion docs not seek the erection of 
statues to all .labour leaders, or to alleged 
labour pioneers. It asks for the erection 
of a statue to a particular man, and the 
Amendment should not be cntertaim�d, 

Mr Soeaker: I do not consider the 
Amendment irrelevant. The Amend­
ment sought is, "That this Council re­
commends that Government should erect 
statues to the great pioneers of 
labour, . . . " As to whether there is 
more than one pioneer or not is not a 
question for me to inquire into. If there 
was only one and that was accepted, then 
if someone had asked me to add a name 
it would have been an entirely different 
matter. I do not find the Amendment 
irrelevant, and J wilf aJJow it. 

The Amendment, as seconded, 
reads: 

"Be it re:-.olved: That 1his Counctl 
recommends that Government should 
erect statues to the great pioneers of la� 
bour, the iate Hubert Nathaniel Critchlow 
and Ayube Mohammed fa.Jun, and that 
the statues be placed at Bourda Green." 

I t  does not violate the principle. As to 
whether there was one pioneer or more 
is not the question. I t  is now five 
o'clock and we have to adjourn. 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Chief Secretary: I move that 
Council ad_journ to a date to be fixed. 

Mr. Speaker: Council is adjourned 
to a date to be notified Jater. 
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