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UNOFFICIAL NOTICES.

DecoNTROL 0oF CrUbE Ofn
AND  COCONUTS,

My. DEBIDIN gave notice of the
fo}lﬂwmg nietions —

Whereas there is an acute shortage of

cooking oil in the Colony which will be

intensified “hy the rainy weather;

And  Whereas - coconut
be able  to do ‘more intensive picking
of nuts and over 200 c¢rude oil manufac-
turers . wan  manufacture at least 50,000
gallons  of ‘crude oil per week, if a
more attractive price is paxtl fm the nuts
to ‘the wroducers;

And Whereas this can he achxe\*ed" if
hmh the price of crude oil and of coco-~
nits e decontrolled for a short
until® the situation is lmproved

Be It Resolved  that ﬁns
recommend
«diate decontrol of the price of crude oil
and of the x:cnce of coconuts for a shoxt
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wrosu ce;s wiail

eriod

Council
to  Government the imme-
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 Whereas a Bill intituled “An Ordinance
to incorporate the Board of Trustees of

the African  Methodist ~ Episcopal  Zion
Church in British Guiana, to vest there-
in certain
cannceted with the matters = aforesaid”
was on the 31st of May, 1951, passed by
this -~ Honourable Council;

And Whereas: the sum of one htmdred
dollars was - paid  as Stamp  Duty pur-

~suant to the ‘Tax Ordinance, 1939 (No.

43) 1 respect of the said Bill;

And  Whereas
made a useful ‘contribution to the religious
and educational: life  of ‘this. Colony
during its overations in this Colony;

And Whereas it has Bbeen: customary
for this Honourable Council to recom=~
niend the refund of Stamp Duty  paid
in respect of private Bills dealine with
the incorporation of Churches:

Be It Hesolved that this Honourable.

Council he vpleased to recommend in

" Government the refund of the sum of
one hundred dollars paid
the Tax Ordinance, 1939, for the private
Bill intituled *An Ordmanco to -inecorpor- -
“ate the Board of Trustees of the Afrman,

in terms of

property, and  for purposes

the -said  Chureh' has

ment. Methodizt  Eniscoval ~ Zion. Church
British  Culana. to vest thérein cevt'un
INSURANCE FeR FARMERS. property.. and for purvoses: connected
g with the matters aforesaid”. . :
Whereas farmers throughout the Colony ; ‘ W
have been = suffering srzfvere ilebbacks DECONTRAT ow CRTnE - OIT AND
from time  to- time. from roughts, v
floods; and to a smaller degree from Coconurs.

pests and other causes:

o And Whereas with the high cost of
‘living and the very small scope for
employment  of the increasing popula-
tion, the population in the main will
‘have: to. dewend more and more upon
‘the land for a living;

Me DERIDIN: = Sir. hefore we
proceed  to  the Order of the Dav T -
desire to ask leave to move the suspen-
sion of the valevant Standine Rule and
Order to enable mie to move the motion

“which T bave juat tabled, asking this
Cinnnei] ta me(ymmuqd t() ('i()vq:vnmanf:::
the immediate decontrol of the price of
erude eoconut oil and of the price of
coconuts for a short pericd in the dis-

And - Whereas recent floodings have
shown how sermusiv the mwopulatien can
be alfected;

Be It Resolved that t‘ns Honourable

eretion of the Government. Tt is an
Council recommend to Government the . e e
establishment of a Government con~ extremely important  motion -at  this :
trolled  insurance for farmers in  the — moment when there is a crisis in the = =

Colonv avainst loss of cattle and crops
from floods, droughts and other causes, and
that a Committee s¢ apnointed hv the
Officer . Administering . the Goverhment
to go into the matter and report thereon:

community. My friend has reminded
~me that T must not speak on the motion
now, therefore I will merely state that
~an. emergency exists, and that if the
Couneil agrees to the suspension of
the Standing Rules and Orders T will
deal with the very grave situation
~whick 1 have come up against, not only
in the City but in the rural cimtx‘mq,f

af the ﬁoﬁcnv*

SR

REFUND ON STAMP DUTY ON
PRIVATE BiLn

Mr. PFTFR‘% gave nQ’tm @f the
following motign i—
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The PRESIDENT : The = hon.
Member’s motion does not appear to be
seconded, so I will proceed to the Order
of the Day.

Dr. JAGAN: | was about to
second the motion.
The PRESIDENT: I gave the

hon. Member sufficient time to second
the motion if he desired to do so. I
do mnot wish to interfere with the
motion going through if it is the wish
of the Council that it should be dis-
cussed, but I would just like to mention
that a few weeks ago the hon. Mem-
ber for Eastern Demerara (Mr. Debi-
din) brought a deputation of crude
coconut oil producers to me and re-
quested that the price of coconuts,
which at that time was controlled,
should be decontrolled again, and
that has been done. His moticn now
asks that the price of coconuts should
he controlled again.

Mr. DEBIDIN: May I be per-
mitted to say that we asked that the
price be controlled at $5.20 per drum.,
which was far in excess of the fixed
price of $4.70 which could not be
expected to assist the producers of
crude coconut oil. I feel that a dis-
cussion on my motion would help to
explain the true situation.

The PRESIDENT: I will put the
motion for the suspension of the rele-
vant Standing Rule and Order.

SECRETARY: I
would just like to say that I am
opposed to the motion being taken
today. because I am certainly not in
a position to reply to it. There may
or may not be a case, but T am not
apprised as to the facts, and if the
motion is debated by the Council this
afternoon without any notice at all, (I
imagine there are many Members in
exactly the same position) it would be
a very one-sided debate, and it would
be very difficult for the Council to
reach a balanced decision on the sub-

The COLONIAL
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ject. In the circumstances I think we
must ask for notice before we debate
the motion. I must therefore oppose
the motion for a suspension of the
standing Rules and Orders.

Dr. JAGAN: May I suggest that
in view of the urgency of the situa-
tion we might take the motion first
thing on Friday next, if it is agree-
able to Members of the Council.

‘The PRESIDENT: That will be
considered. I will now put the motion
for the suspension of:the Standing
Rules and Orders.

Motion lost.
ORDER OF THE DAY

FORESTRY (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1951.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I
beg to move the first reading of a Bill
intituled:

“An Ordinance further to amend the
Forestry Ordinance by making provi-
sion for the registration of sawmills and
dealers in forest produce; for the aboli-
tion of the Forest Trust and for pur-
poses connected with the matters afore-
said.”

Mr. WIGHT seconded.
Question put, and agreed to.
Biil read the first time.

SUGGESTED ABOLITION OF RICE
MARKETING BOARD.

Mr. DEBIDIN: I circulated a
while ago an amendment which I pro-
pose to move to the resolve clause of

the motion standing in my name
which will now read as follows:
Whereas the rice industry in British

Guiana is one of the largest industries
and offers greatest scope for expansion and
absorption of the Colony’s steadily in-
creasing population;

And - Whereas the Rice Marketing
Board, functioning under the Rice Mar-
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keting  Ordinance, 1948, has been con~
trolling the price of paddy as well as is
the sole marketing organisation  for “the
axport of rice;

And Whereas the present price of paddy
is uneconomic for the majority of rice
farmers;

And Whereas the cost of production
and other circumstances demans that
the price of paddy e not less than $5.40
per bag of 14¢ pounds‘

And. Whereas the  ability to pay  this
surchase price for padaly would depend
on ‘the Board securing immediately for
the unexpired. period of the contracts
between the Board and the contracting
~Colonies in the West. Indies at least the

minimum world ~market prices fer the
rice expgr’ced to these Colonies:
And - Whereas  the * follewing motien

was “carried in the Legislative Council
on tihe 24th of Noyember, 1950 “that
this - Honourable Council recommend to
Government that they request the Brit:
ish Guiana Rice = Marketing =~ Board  to
approach the Gevernments ef the Carib-
hean - Colenies concerned with a view to
securing such an in¢rease in the export
price of rice as would bring it on a level
with prevailing ‘average world marketl
prices ‘of equivalent grades”;

And Whereas the Rice Mafketing
Bears took no action on this Resolution:

And Whereas it should be apparent to
the Board and to the contracting Colo-
nies . that sevaluation of sterling and
various ‘other supervening causes, which
have afféected and will affect cost of pro-
duction. congiderably, and which could
not have heen contemplated - at ‘the time
the: ‘coniracts ‘were made between this
Coleny ane theé Caribbean Colonies con-
cerned for the supply of rice at  the
prices  fixed thereunder, would make it
proper to  repudiate, - vary or re-open
the said centracts in se far as the sell=
ing prices are cencerned, and the Beard
ought - in all the vircumstances to have
taken steps to  secure sayment imme-
diately of at least the
market prices by the Contracting Colo-
nies;

And Whereas the functioning of the
Board is to- be regarded as being highly
unsatisfactory and inimical to the. inter-
ests of rice producers in the Colony;

And  Whereas the Rice Marketing
Ordinance, 1946, is not in the best inter

_JUNE, '1951:.: »

minimem  werld

into a co-operative organizati

est and aspuatxon of rice proﬁugexs anﬂ, .
the industry;

resolved - that
Couneil recommend th
»f the Rice Marketing Oxdinané
1946, and all amendments thereto.
the - @belition eof ~the  Rice Markeu
- Beard, upon the establishment of a co-
sperative - organisation - for the = ric
industry as  referred to hereunder;

Now,. Therefore, be it
this Honourable
repeal

And - be it further reselved that 1
Honourable Couneil recommend to Go
ernment that it should take immediat
steps - to - organise and wmlace the indus
iry on_ a truly co-operative basis in
direct interest of the rice produf‘ers

the Col(}n},

U Contrary  to the  ervoieous
wression given by the Press, and p ob-
ably gathered also by some Menmber ‘
this Ceuncil, T am anxious to have t
motion put before the Council, Uthﬂ\ S
L should not have bmught it. I a
anxious to assist the rice industry
British Guiana but I gave a very cogen
reason on the previous occagion why
wanted it to be deferred, which ¥
because T wanted to wait until the n
tiations with Trinidad were comp
Today 1 see that there are presen
five elected Members who will de
mine the fortunes of the rice in
on this wmotion; Nevertheless
wroceed with the motion which 1
introduced with the object of brmgm
the Rice Marketing Board
cussion and a thorough ex,:"
its working in this Council. It is imp

stage in the history of the
and’ the development of  our

and 1 trust that after mnsldenng thz“
important  question  sincerely - th
Council will see wisdom in the eonv
sion of the = Rice Mdl‘k@tmg Bo

interest of the rice producer
Colony.  If, ‘however, because of th
constitution of this Council my moti
is not accepted, it weould still hav '
vided ' an opportunity for an exp
of opinion on this very import:
tion. .
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I would like to say at the very out-
set that I am not, as some people seem
to think, merely urging the abolition of
the Rice Marketing Board so as to allow
the industry to run into chaos. That is
certainly not my intention for, with all
its faults, the Board is functioning at
this moment and is certainly ful-
filling its part as a marketing organi-
zation, though not, as I respectfully
suggest, in the best interests of the rice
producers of this Colony. I would like
to declare at the outset that I believe
in a single marketing. organization. I
believe that a single-seller is desirable
for the rice industry. There have been
many arguments on the point in the past,
and the principle has been accepted, but
we must regard the rice industry as one
which was developed by its own impetus
bu wthich was taken over by war legis-
lation"in the interest,—to use the words
of our Financial Secretary and Trea=-

urer, Mr. McDavid,—of the Colony and

of the West Indian Colonies. I wish par-
ticularly to stress those words “in the
interest of the West Indian Colonies.”
The people who had éctually built the
rice industry were thus deprived eof
the marketing powers, and even the
proper control and development of the
industry, by emergency legislation in
1946.

What is wanted is an organization
in which the rice industry would be
managed and controlled by the producers
themselves. That is to my mind the
ideal for the rice industry in this Colony
which, in my humble opinion, was
accepted by our late Governor, Siv
Gordon Lethem, and by the prime mover
in the enactment of war legislation—-
Mr. McDavid. I can quote no better
authority for the placing of the rice
industry on a co-operative basis. I quote
his words which appear in Hansard
report of the debate on the second read-
ing of the Rice Marketing Bill on
January 31, 1946:

“l concluded my remarks in the Coun-
cil by stating that I gave an undertakiryg
that as soon as the war is over 1 would

of this

do my best to have the present Board
converted into a co-operative orgarization
of a democratic character, in the manage-
ment and control of which those engaged
in the industry would take an important
share. It is, therefore, a matter of great
personal satisfaction to me that I am able
to introduce this Bill with that objective
in Council, and to move the second rcad--
ing today.”

It does appear from that quotaticn
that we must accept the fact that the
idea of placing the rice industry on a
co-operative basis is not something
which is thought of now by me, or by
any individual in this Council, but
something which had been thought of
since 1946. In time of war it was per-
haps extremely necessary that control
of the rice industry should bz effected
by stringent Regulations to ensure food
supplies in the interests of the people
Colony and the West Indies.

It was felt that the statement of
the hon. E. F. McDavid could not
have indicated anything else but that
the measures were temporary and that
there would be a co-operative move-
ment some time in the future in place
of these stringent Regulations. There
seemed to be reason for that because
if we were to examjine the Rice Market-
ing Ordinance we would find that
it is based on War legislation, and
those of us who know how the Board
functions under the Ordinance and
how the industry is controlled by vari-
ous restrictions under that Ordinance,
must conclude that there is nothing
ho‘%‘t of nationalisation of the rice
industry by the Government of Brit-
ish Guiana in the present set-up.
There can be no better set-up for the
nationalisation of the industry than
the 1946 Ordinance, and it seems to
me that the only thing left for the
producer to do is to plant the rice
and look at it, but the moment it is
cut it no longer belongs to him, except
for two bags which are allotted to
him for his own consumption. If he
keeps a single grain for himself in
addition to that, he has committed a
breach of the law.
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organisation. The words I
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Mr. ROTH: Te a point of infor-
mation: Does not the rice grower get
soniething for all the grains that are
taker away from hlm'? :

always refer to
Memiser  in

Mr: DEBIDIN: I
interruptions by the hon,
a very . uncemplimentary way but I
would not like to do so again: If he
is - asking: whether the  producers are
paid for the vice they ¢
reply to ‘that but, certainly, that does
not seem: ts be a cause for interrup~
tion.” I was pointing oul that the
Ordinance, as it stands, is one which;
hy ifs very nature, gives reason’ for

this Council and the Colony to find
~that it should be repealed and that a

co-sperative - mgamsatlon should ' be
Cintroduced for  the Dbenefit of the
industry. - Here, T will seek support
again from the werds of the Hon. B. F.
McDavid—and his  words must  he

taken as having considerable Wet;rht‘

beeause he had very much to do with
the genesis of these provisiens. He
said s

The Rice Marketmg Boald as at
mesent consntuted (I do mot mean its
membershxp, 1 mean iis structure) is a
‘monowoly of the most extreme kind,
‘co‘ht‘aining in its constitution stringent
restrictive powers  with . corresponding
sanctions imposing ' severe - penalties fer
«nfrmgement of  those wrescriptions.
It is not in any sense sf the word a true
te~-operative ,oxgamaanon* ‘not everi ' a

- compulsory eo«operam'e It is purély and
simply a successor in the' same form of
the kind of control that is unpmed en 2
vxtai mdustry ciurmg a war. s

- Tbcse are the Wmds of 1L‘le duthor
of this legislation, and T am going fo

rely 'upml them and use them in tﬁi§'~,
Council as the strongest possible argu-

ment for the repeal of this Ordinance.
. establishing a  co-
. #perative ] ]
am referring to were utiered by the
hon. the Financial Secretary on July 20,
1950, “in  thiy Council. He has estab=
lished the need for this debate when
he says that the Rice Marketing
Board is not, in any sense of the
word, a co-operative organisation, See~
ondly, he says that the Board is a

a7tr JuNe, 1951,

grow 1 can -

:queshon whether - the

toa fair
‘management of their affaug, but what
do we find? T am not dttemphng to
~cast a reflection on

/ ‘dmance was also passed. It provide for
~ the appumtment of eight members by
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monopoly of the most extreme - kind;
with. s{ringent pewers and so forth.
Then there is, - to my mind, a far
ereater objection to the Board because
of the fact that, as constituted, it is

mesponsible for fixing the Iariﬁcs to be

paid to the producers of rice in thm:
C,olcny In oihu werds. the proéucers
cannot get one cent maore for their
padi or rice unles% the Board decides
to pass an thats benefxt to them

Apart from the fact that the Board
is a marketing ox*gdmsabwn which
was born under the 1946 Ordinance it
is centrolling the industry as a whole,
and I would like to lay that down as
an important premises for this debate.
In ~other ~words, the producers are
abselutely helpless unless the Board
recommends an increase in the pmcc Qf .

padi. It has nothing te do with the
producers are
starving or whether the prices frxed
are uneconomical, and 1 claim tha.t the
position today is intolerable. I do not

want to go over all the figures I have
already used in an effort to get the
Board to ebtain better prices for thej
rice sold in the West Indian market.
7 have consulted preducers and have
found that the  wrice Of pddl today
should e more than 85 per bag in view
of the high cost of production. It seems
to me that the producers are entitled
share in  the conduct. and

anysne or to m-

dulge in personalities, but the perwnnel ;
is such ‘that the producers cannot ho" '~
Ior any great deal of Ltm@xdexatz 1.

tn 1946 the Rice Producer

His Excellency the Governor, and in
the last amendment to ‘the ()uimanc :

_various categories were provu}ed under

which these appointments would be
made,  but  the ' members remain the
same ‘in number. If one were to take.

‘the first important point in this respeet, .

he would find that ali appomtments
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are made by the Governor. Even if the
Council of the Rice Producers’ Associ-
ation recommends eight persons for
membership, it is still open to
the Governor to say that he would
not accept all of them and that he would
appoint other persons in place of oneor
two of those recommended. That
happened last year; the Governor did
not accept all eight of the persons
recommended by the Board, but sub-
stituted other persons for three of
them. Therefore, Government had 11
members on thati Board, while those
who represented the rice producers
were really five in number.

It is in that set-up that one must
look for argument to prove that the
Board can never be satisfactory in its
working with respect to the rice pro-
ducers in the Colony. At this moment
we have a large number
ducing persons as members of the
Board, and they include the hons. .
Fernandes and W. J. Raatgever, the
Director of Agriculture, the Comp-
troller of Customs, Mr. J. I. De Aguiar,
Mr. H. G. Seaford, Mr. E. P. Niven
and Mr. H. Gadd. Thus you have a
crop of men most of whom, if not all,
are not really connected with the pro-
duction of rice in the Colony. As regards
the hon. Mr. Raatgever, 1 donot know if
anyone can tell me what is his real
connection with rice in this Colony.
Even if we take the Chairman of the
Rice Marketing Board (the hon. Mr.
John Fernandes) I do not know what
is his connection with rice in this
Colony. I would say, however, that he
is a very keen businessman. Then we
have Mr. H. G. Seaford. What is his
connection with rice? As regards M.
Niven, he is in charge of land settle-
ment schemes. We know the position
of the land settlement schemes todav
but, surely, that is no excuse for hisg
appointment to the Rice Marketing
Board. There are many persons who
have had much more experience in
the rice industry than Mr. Niven.

of non-pro-

In my opinion the set-up is of such
that the rice producers in the Colony
stand a very slender chance of real pro-
gress in the face of the personnel of
the Board such as I have referred to.
In other words, the Board is in a pos-
ition to be dictatorial and to by-pass
the best interests of the rice producers
in the Colony, notwithstanding the fact
that there are rice-producing members
on it. The Board is in a position tv
strangle not only the economic interests
of the producers, but also their potential
for development. I know that before
any expansion was done—when there
was no Mahaicony-Abary rice develop-
ment scheme—this Colony exported as
much rice as it is exporting today, and
yet fed the people. The producers found
ways of getting to the land, and they
stuck to the land. Those were the days,
however, when they were in control of
the industry. Though certain things
were condemned in those days, we find
today a different story. The Board is
able to do what it likes, and that brings
me to the next important point—the
question of domination by the Board.

In November last a motion was
moved by me in this Council—a very
urgent appedl asking that the Rice
Marketing Board which is vested with
the power to contract for the supply of
rice, should approach the contracting
Colonies in the West Indies immediately,
with a view to securing an in-
crease in the export price in order to
bring the prices into line with those
obtainable in the world market for
equivalent grades. I do not bring
motions into this Council just for fun,
and the serious plight in which the rice
producers found themselves through the
impact of devaluation was urged. It
was also pointed out that unless the
export price was increased to a certain
figure—let s say the average world
market price—the people in this Colony
would not be able to increase production
and would suffer seriously. That motion
was accepted by a majority in this
Council, but to our amusement—

.
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‘and at least  to my consternation—
a. Message was  subsequently  tabled

here communicating a  refusal sy
the Board to entertain
When the motion
~the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Raat-
gever, ‘was acting as Chairman-ef the
Board, and he expressed strong dis-
approval of the motion. He was charged
with espousing the cause of the con-

tracting  Colonies, but he was able to
carry his opinion to the Board which

~resulted in the rejection of the motion
by " that body.

It amounts = to ﬂus that  the
" Board can’ ignore this Cmmcn also
and can say, in effect, Al our meet-

ing we can treat you with contempt,
you have no right- to dictate to us.”
The.  Board has. told this Council that
it weuld not approach the Contracting
Colonies for better prices because the
cagreement had to be renewed, but the
point is that the producers in this
Colony  have: leen suffering and. the
- motion asked for an immediate increase
_in price. The Board said, in effect, that
~ the producers in British Guiana must
wait a.year and half before they
eould get any increase in  price.
In other words it was - carrying
out the War legislation  wolicy—
that  the  Board = was = established
in the interest of the  West TIndian
Colonies, Tt was also saving, in effect,
that British (Guiana had lest $1,600,000
or 32,000,000 in previous vears through
supplying. .rice to- the West Indian
Colonies at such low prices, but that is
where the pmdumm have been suffer

mg

I have been making a very careful

study of the  debates and. other pro-
ceedings which led up to this legislation
~~the War legislation and then the
“estallishment of the Rice Marketing
Board-—and it seems to me that the
over-riding factor at all timeg has been
the ~Imperial - interests.. It wag —an
Tmperial policy; so it was o said, *o
control this vital produet in the interest
of this Colony and the West Indies, and
the policy was to last so long as there

the motion.
was being discussed:

-at the following prices :—Supet—-$17.40
~{per bag);
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was war. In the  debates relating to
War legislation and the establishment of
the Rice Marketing Bosrd, Government
assured the pro: ducers that they uou‘d

get a long-term  price for the;lf
padi and that some advantage would

be gained by increased production. but
there is abundant authority for saying
that development of the “industry such
as we have today was never contem-
plated. The people of the Colony have

-suffered through the Board and through

its adherence to this Imperial policy.
Further, I contend that the Board, as
at present ~constituted, ean - still carry
out this Imperial policy; in spite of the
representations on behalf of the pro-
ducers in this Colony. Since this Board
has_ been functioning it ~has deprived
the Celony of some $30,000,000. That i3
the additional income which would have
come to this (*()kmv had  the . correct
prices been paid by the West Indmn
islands at all times,

It is also a matter of regret to note
in the proceedings which I have been
reading that the very Government of
this Colony was saying: “We cannot
guarantee what would happen in future
-—whether the contracting Colonies
would take: your rice if there is no
cheaper rice.” In spite of our sacrifices
for them, Tmmdad and ‘the other cor
traeting Celonies could have said at any
time after the War: “We do not wan
vour rice; we can do without you now.
There is a world shortage of rice, how
ever, and we ¢an get more lucrative
markets. . The very Rice Marketing
Board has been offering this Colony’s
surplus ~ rice to  other  Colenies

1st quality—§16; and 2nd
quahtyw%la 50. That iz what the Board
was asking for surplus rice under the
Agreement. 1 argue that when  the
Board made this offer, in 1950, it
proved conclusively that it was not get-
iing the correct prices under the econ-
tract. That is -also argument, 1o my
mind, that the Board. could have asked
and got from the contracting Celonies



- debate, of bemg wen-oﬁ mth atew cows,

ed of income and the producers are being
‘made helpless because they have been
 tacked on by the Ordinance to the Board
and they have only received an mcreme
of 58 per cent. in the priceof thelr pro-
ducts during the laﬁt decade.

money that ' should go to the producer

fgettmg a salary of $GOO a month and

 his assistant $460, and so The
~ salary of the Manager is as big as
that of  the Director of - Agriculture,

ecalse the Board handles some

 If, however, 1 am handhng a bag of
kgold valued a’c $5,000,000 that does not
mean that one man owns it and that 1

doing so. The. Board i
tant qalanes, and 1tspersonnelmcludes

Colony are not aware
g on oy
t 1n the Boald

in this? They are in

~ turns. and pexhdpmn the not too distant
© future there will be %a]vatmn for those
. people. I speak feelingly because I am
‘in intimate contact with the people: Who
are suffeung, the  producers of thiz

. Colony‘ and I think it is an unchamtable

. o That i ;What I aqked for and what o
I was trvmg to get When my motxon‘
wa% moved. Thm Lo]om is bemg deprw»‘

that a pertion of the maﬂhmexv is obso
lete.

- This
~mcrea%e is out of all proportion with
ne increased cost of productlon The -
.were
does not belong to the Board, but thﬂt '
. why the Mdnager of the Poard is
ale to obtain the best prices. The Mahai-

been able to market its own rice. It has
ut that is ‘specious argument, perhaps,; “in the accounts of the Board one
covers that the pl“Oflf% are paid over t

000, 080 Worth of produce every year. ~ the Scheme. What greater arg‘ument

; “severe loss, ]udgm(r frem its luct Lrepore
_must be paid an exorbltant @alary for

paying exorbi-

the
: pxoducers in thls (‘olony That is
omething serious beeame the people in

of what is
way of admmwtmtwa -

t is most appalling. Where are thé’
uce - mud,
‘They are helpless, strugghng ‘
gainst all the privations which the rural
,populatlon suffer. They have to grm and
~ bear it, but it is said that even a worm

It would be a

s andof eing big land-owners.  That doe%'l .
~1‘~~not mean that the rice industry is not
- 1n a pallou% (~ond1t10n whlch can e at-

Board.

"There is an amount of $23 Oiﬂ bemq‘ ‘
paid by the Board as mtexest on over-
drafts at the Bank. That

is how thef .

industry is “being ‘carried on. I"

~said that it is in connection with the

puvchase of machinery: ¥ understand

The fact remains that this sor:
condition of thmg% is due to bad mdl‘“: :
ketmg \ .

] raaintain th%‘t 1f the  producey

allowed to sell their own rice and ,
find their own markets through a co-
opblati\e organisation, “they would be

comf-Abarv Rice Expamlon %cheme ha

done so perhaps through the Boald bu

one have than that a scheme highly gea*
ed and mechanized is that it is quffel'

I'wonder why no further ac(‘ount%
reperts of that worthy scheme have been
issued since the last one I saw which I
think was about two years late. It is -
lllummdtmg to flnd loss belng %u%t,amed
in spite of the well e uipwed mill and .
Government “assisiince from time - to

time. We do not know what the wosition
s today: at least 1 do not know. The’fﬁ(

. profits of the Mahaxconx -Abary S«thme* .

ars nﬂf paoled \mth the Board.

CVer V :
(o-ope) a’rwe:

‘ 'I‘hat ’ming: me‘ to another
important ~point. If a

orsanization is set up for the develop '
~ment of the industry as well'as for the

lma1l\et1ng of rice the Mahmvom-Abdry:f V
Scheme would have - to join the co-
opelahve and would have the right, like
other units, to vote for the dlrec’tnate
semi St«ate-mntl'olled :
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erganization which would run the indus-
try in the interest of the producers
themselves: T think the time is ripe for
s to examine these aspects of the Rice
- Marketing Board and - ask - ourselves:
‘Where is the producer in the present
set-up? The answer must be that he is
Jn a very precarious p()sﬂ:mn. 1 am
speaking as one who has not been think-
Cing about this - industry only = today.
When the Bill of 1946 was kefore the
Couneil T was one of the prlncxpalmovuxf

“in the opposition to the measure which

eventually became law, I remember that
1 strongly opposed it at a meeting in

the Town Hall in 1945 when I saw, as-

the Financial Secretary saw, that it
was not intended to benefit the industry,
as the Fmancml Sef:x‘etary hlmbelf has
admitted.

1 therefere commend t - motien to
this (./()U]l(‘ll, a motion which is very
simple in its design, 1t seeks the lepedi

of the Rice Marketing Ordinance which

eatablnhed the Rice Malketmg Beard,
and 'm ebtaabhwh ‘the rice  indus-
try.ona «:.o~0pemtxve basis. I

been gained and the

jettisoned, but would be available to the
new organization.  In a  co-operative
organization. the producers themselves
would take the places of the present
~ personnel of the Board and run the indus-
try fortheir mutual benefit. Thev would

~share the profits by way of banuses ar

, the end of each year, and would co=
~operate with o the C.D.C.and’ other
undertakings which may come into the
Andustry. A co-operative organisation
~would remove the suspicion against the
C.D.C. which “has Jeen created by the
fact that the;) will market thur own
tice at the best possible price; Nat so
long ago Sir Charles Woolley initiated
a Bill for the establishment of co-opera-
tives in this Coleny, and we see how well

the mevement is taking root. Education

along co-operative lines is ' being given
to the people, and we need haveno fear
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venture
to say that ‘the experience which has
staff  at present .
employed by the Board would not be

: Rice Marketing Board 3ﬁ s

of the rice
estaelish a
handle the

“producers. being able to
ce-operative organizatisn 1o
rice industry. The Financial

Secretary and- Treasurer (Mzr. - Mc
David) has indicated that such an

organization was desirable. I suggest

- that the time is ripe for Government

to take immediate steps o  organize
the industry on a truly co-operative
basis in the interest of the rice pro-
ducers of -the Colony. I commend the
motion to this Ceuncil, ‘

Dr JAGAN: T beg to be{:ond 1t

Mr. (;ARTER '1‘ oa pmnt of e\plrm«
ation.~ May 1 ask the mover to whom
he refers when he speaks of the
“fereigners” who are employved by the

“Rive Marketing Board?

Mr. DEBIDIN: I eannot remember

whether I used the word “foreigners:”

1 never said that, 1 referred to person-
nel fer&xgn to the rice industry.

- The PRESIDENT: I think the hon.
Member referred really te non-producers

~of rice rather than te nen-Guianese. I
toek what he said to mean that..

”\ir. DEl%IDI\T‘ Yes, E‘)n.

Mr. LEE: It is regreft,tdhle that
Government's delay in establishing a co-
operative organization to  run - the
Colony’s: rice industry has ¢aused bricks

to be hurled at the Rice Marketing Board :

and other Demartments eof the Govern-
ment. Be that as it may it mustbead-

~mitted that the rice  producers -have
estadlished . the industry - with ‘no
appreciakle  inersase - in o the - cost

of “living when  compared with other
industries,. ane#- it is o time that
Government, the Rice Marketing Board,

“the Rice Producers’ Association and it

Council set to work to f mmuldte a .o

opm‘atme system whereby  the mdustw
can be put on a proper iuotmcr se-as to
provide contentment for the rice pro-
ducers and the advancement of the in-
dustry. Hon. Members have heen told
from time to time that steps taken by
the Rice Markeling Beard for the ad-
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vancement of the industry have cost
a great deal of money, but up to the
present time such expenditure has been
of no benefit to the producers. Perhaps
the present Chairman and the members
of the Rice Marketing Board nominated
by Government and the Rice Producers
Association can shelter themselves under
the umbrella that they do not formulate
the policy of the rice industry, being
only concerned with the marketing of
the rice and obtaining the best prices,
but they cannot dispute the fact that
their recommendations have weight with
Government.

It cannot be denied that the contracts
with the West Indian Colonies were en-
tered into by the Board with all due con-
sideration for the benefit of the industry,
but it turned out that the price was not
sufficiently remunerative owing to
certain world conditions. As the mover
has pointed out, a promise was made
to the farmers some time ago that the
profits made by the Board would be ac-
cumulated for the purpose of paying
better prices to the producers of padi,
but those profits were applied to carry
cut Government’s opolicy with respect
to the purchase of certain machinery
and the provision of storage bonds. The
bond has not yet been completed and the
rice farmers are not getting prices com-
mensurate with the increased cost of
living. T regret to say that this has
caused discontent and distrust in the
minds of the rice producers.

On the other hand Government has
introduced into the industry the Colonial
Development Corporation, an organiza-
tion which is backed by His Majesty’s
Government, and asked this Council to
pass legislation giving Government and
the C.D.C., orany other company coming
into the Colony for the purpose of pro-
ducing rice, complete bargaining power
with respect to the sale of that rice
abroad. Let us assume that it is in the
interest of the rice industry that capital
should be introduced. The fact remains
that nothing has been done with respect
to the representations made to Govern-
ment for the amendment of the Rice Pro-

ducers’ Association: Ordinance with a
view to securing more democratic repre-
sentation of the Rice Marketing Board.
I suggest that Government take early
steps to bring the C.D.C. and all rice
producers in the Colony into one co-
operative organization and introduce
a new policy for the advancement of the
industry. Until that is done I will have
to criticise Government for its slow pro-
gress in this matter.

The resolution of the motion calls
for the abolition of the Rice Marketing
Board, but I do not agree with that. All
the rice producers would like to deal with

a single-selling organization and we
should have it in a democratic form so
that the smallest producer would have a
voice in the formation of the policy and
the contracts that would be entered into.
Government, in the interest of the in-
dustry, introduced the Rice Producers
Association Ordinance, but can we say
that it carries out the will of the pro-
ducers? It does not, and many of the
producers have refused to join it for
that reason. I know that Government
has asked the Association to put for-
ward an amendment considered neces-
sary to the Ordinance, but it should be
given effect to before the C.D.C. comes
into the business. If the world prices
are obtainable by the producers in this
Colony we would get investors to put
mpney into the industry, but I do hope
that we would get our draipage and
irrigation improved so as to make the
industry a profitable one. If the Con-
stitution of the Colony is being
changed the Ministry of Agriculture
should put that problem before the pol-
icy-making body and we would get the
money to tackle it and advance the in-
dustry in a big way. I do ask Govern-
ment to consider the points I have
raised.

Something that is very trying al-
so, is the fact that although the price
of rice has not been advanced the
Transport and Harbours Department
has increased its freight rates for the
product. The Board has decided, on re-
presentations made, that it would pay
the difference in the freight charges
on the rice produced but it has



overlooked the fact that there is an in-
crease not only in freight rates, but alse

in the cost of labour, milling fees and so

con, - If the producers were not getting

assistance from Government through
the Lean Banks they would have had to
get back to the old order of borrowing
- money - from the  millers and from
shopkeepers and others. = Government
might not be able te control the cost
of labour, but they e¢an certainly con-
trol the milling fees and also the agist-
ment fees for the oxen  which plough
the fields.  All  these things are not
considered by - Government, but the
poor rice farmers have to consider
them and they become discontented. 1
hope  Government  will endeavour to
amend the Rice Marketing Ordinance
before the end of the year and intro-
duce a single-selling srganisation.

- Mr. FERNANDES: The hon. Mem-~
ber’s mwtion in so far as it suggests

that the Rice Marketing Board should
be a co-operative body, is quite good.

fe is not saying anything new in this
Council, however, when he says that
that should be the ideal-—a single-gelling
organisation fer the rice industry. The
very first few words 1 uttered in this

Couneil, in reply to the opening address
s s T g ( g

by His Excellency  the Governor, Sir
Charles Woolley, in December, 1947,
was a statement to that eflect. His
Excelleney had stated that Government
was going to push co-operatives as hard
~as possible and -give it abundant sup-
port. Inthe few words I have referred‘to,
I stated very clearly that I was going
to support Government in its efforts to
establish the co-operative movement in
British Guiana, as far as it was human-
ly possible for me to do so. Every time
I get on my feet to speak on rice and
the Rice Marketing Board in this Ceun=
cil T repeat the statement—that 1  leok
ferward eagerly te the day when the
Rice Marketing Board would Dbe com-
pletely co-operative. - The last time I
used that remark was during the debate
on the last amending Bill to the Rice
Marketing Ordinance, when there was
so much discussien as fo whether the
C.D.C. should be allowed to operate

outside the Rice Marketing Board pro-
viding a satisfactory agreement could
be reached. Therefore, there can be no
doubt whatever that T would like to
see a completely co=operative organisa-
tion handling rice:

Now that I have got that off 1
would like to go through the statements
made by the hon. Moveyr of this motion,
many of them being aksslutely - incor-
rect as I shall show. He says that Gov-
ernment has complete control of the
Rice Marketing Beard because of  the
fact that it has appointed eight non-
producing members to the Board and

only five of the Rice Producers' Assoc-

iation’s nominees, thereby causing the
other three appointees on the produe-
ers’ section to eecome automatically
subject to Government’s dictation: He
says that that gave Government a maj~
ority, but what he meant, on the face #f
it, was that eight non-producers plus
three producers whom Government puf
there, made eleven against five.
Where did these three additional mem-
bers come from? Did Government just
losk areund and wick out three persons
whom they thought would be = “yes~
men” and add them to the Board when
it was obvious that even if the Gover-
nor wanted to do that he could not.

The Ordinance says that eight mem-~
bers must be appointed from a panel of

the Rice Producers’ Association—the
members who arve appointed io  their
Committee.  These  members were

elected, in the first place, by the vice
industry and they were elected in the
second place to the Council of the Rice
Producers’ Association, again by pro-
ducers. After they had been selected
twice-—the first time by the general
producers in the Colony and put on the
various District Committees, {hen by
these District Committees. In most
ages, even if-they were 1ol sent as
having been elected. tothe Rice Couneil,
they were elected a  second  time by
the electors to sit on - the Councils It
is from these people that the very
three members were selected, so it
should e obvious to the hon. Member
that even if they were nominated by



the Rice Producers’
were, nevertheless; - 1ep1esentatwes 0
the industry itself. in the names
foxwaxd by the Assocmtlon

’I‘he Oldlndnce dlso @’rates that the ;

i;;put fomard b_y the Rme Pro-
Asqocmtlon were to be nomi-

i
ance wuld be changed butf
as that ()rdmance haq net been

“has not suggested that 1t should
anged-——I  am sure we will all
’tlaglee that there is  nothing

he 24 member% on the Couneil of
Rice Pmducem A%soudtwn

The Rlce Marketmg Bomd of it-

self has done everything possxble to
encourage co-operatives in the rice in-

dustry, and the hon. Member for Esse-
well.
There was oneorganisation in Imseqmba’
which purchased a mill and wanted some
Rice  Marketing -

quibo Rwer knows' that fuil:;

~assistance from the
Board, and I am sure he will
‘with me when I say that the
 pave every possible
“orsganisation. The organisation failed,
_but through no fault of the Board or
auy lack of ‘help from the Board.

agree

Quite recently another co-operative or- -

ganisation - which 'was alkout to be
formed apmlied to the Board, for the
use of one of its bonds. The request
was granted and that bond is . in
the area being represented  in  this

Ceuncil by the hon. Member fer East-
Mahaica

“ern. Demerara. It is the
bond. They asked for the loan of the
bond  for. the purmpose  of cre‘c'fting
—a co-operative . rice  mill,
‘Board has gene out of
‘encourage the industry to be co-op-
elahve,moxe ‘and mere, and in the

hey

;co~operatwe,

‘ASSOCla'I:ion the .
y instances alene will show that no mat-

pu‘c‘ ter how horrible the cons‘rltutlon of
see - ;
“moxe towards a. co-eperative end. 1

~ passed

‘he said.
‘yl\ev‘, Zealand at the tlme

‘creased - prices

, h‘e; Governor appom'flng any
membem he choeses to  appoint

Board
assigtance to that

‘We

its “qy to~ price. Once
eut that I

mentioned case they mointed out would not e

uld grant the loan of the
on Vex*y easy terms as leng as
pplicants were a ploperlv legls~'

‘ber’s motion. However, I am geing to
say that had I been
- have adopted the same

Now, sir, T thmk that hese _tw,

the Board may be, it has a desne to
the mduqtry move more and

have listened to the hon. Member
mfenmg to  his motion Whlch was
in this  Council dunng m
abqence«sume time in November I
1 happened to have ‘been i
Ht mad

- Rice Marketmg Board hdd to’ do was .
“to press a button and it would have‘

been able to pay . the producels in-
for this year. Now,f
sir, T had the prlvxlege of geing to
these very West Indian Colonies ex-
actly a year earlier in order to try
and get the first increase in prices
out of them. 1 dld not go alone, but
along with me were members  of the
preducing section of the Rice Market:

fing Board, including the presen
Chairman ef the Rice Producers’
~ Association. He was not in the first

delegation, but he went in order to

try and get from the Governments of
these  Colonies  an increase similar to
gwhdf the first sroup had managed to

extract from them. He went to try

~and see if he could get it dated back&

from January 1, instead of April 1.
“did 1ot suceeed even ~ then m}
getting the increase pushed back
even three months, or in getting them
to make the pnce lc pesL peund more

It was somewhat less than nine
menths afterwards that the hon. Mem-
eer moved his motion that
must  have reahqed ' hat
Board had gone back they
‘have “had  no chance  of  success,
and  that ‘they = might have af-
fected the next negotiations relating to

cagain I must  poir .
was not in the ‘
ony when the Boar# decided that it
wise to. carry out
the request contained in’ ‘the hen. Mems-

the
Wtulé

here T would
-attitude - ans
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would ‘have cast my vote in support of
‘that decigion. T donot want-anyone te feel
that T'am trying to shirk reqpenmbxh»
‘UCA because I never do that.”

; Now, let us get down to another
inaccuracy. The hon. Mover of the mo-
tion states that at present the preducer

~ grows his rice and that the moment he

~reaps it Government takes it away
from him, with the exceptlon of two
~ bags whlch he is allowed to keep for
~his own consumption. ?\Tothmg is fur-
~ ther from the truth than that. The
~ Rice Marketing Board has net got any
ccmtw; over dnyone S padl, and aq Iongv

a rice mllle, he s a’c lxbertv to qu
it to whoever he likes for consump-
~tion in British Guiana. The hon. Mem-
- ber must know that, because in his
~ constitueney a large number  of  rice
- farmers sell a geod deal  of the padi
they grow for animal consumption and
~ the Rice Markeling Board does not
- control it

o I sheuld also
~oppertunity  ef

like t()

saying that

- members ecan  out-vote ' them
_ times. T do not think there are
~than two—or possibly three-—meetings
~of the Board at which the producers

section de not completely out-number

~the non-producing section. In the last

two months or so that has been most
noticeable and, therefore, if anything
~igabsolutely tgaimt the interest of the

~ horrible eight persons whom  Govern-
“waent has seen fit - to  appoint on the
non-producing section have got to  be
~ naided and abetted by twoor werhaps three
~of the producers of rice. [ can as-
~sure vou. siv. that that also is incorrect.
None of them would have aided or abet-
ted any of those eight persons to do
—anything that would be detrimental
the interest of the rice producers in
~ British Guiana. ~Of course, we are all
“always wise after the event.

T was very pleased, however, to
~hear the hon. Member fer Essequibo
- River who knows everything about the
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ta’kéér this
theoretically, the Board has eight non-
producing members on it, the producmg[
at all
more

wrong
which no one could have foreseen——the
-Bomd is being attacked and people are

_vice producers in British Guiana, these

Rice Marketing Board
transactions of the Board. He was a
Memper of this Council when the Or-
dinance was passed and also when the

contract was signed with the West In-

dian Colonies. 1 was very pleased to
hear him sav. that at ‘the time the
contraet was made it was obviously
done:  for. - the . benefit  of the
industry. I was also -pleased to
hear the hon. Mover of the motion say
that the rice producers only: acce pted
the Rice Marketing Beard on the con-
dition that it would enter inte long-
term contracts with the West Indian
Colonies. He said that that is recorded
in ‘Hansard and. T'must  admit, it is
perfectly true. When Government came
into the industry it was for
pose of making the rice marketing or-
ganization a statutery body so as to
anable it to obtai: long-term contracts.
Now: prices have gone up and we are
all wise after the event.  Had prices
gone down we would not have been dis=

~cussing the industry this afternoon. No-

body said anything when the contracts
were made, but as prices have gone the
wayv-—due to circumstances

bemg told that we have done . every-

‘thmg to ruin the mce industry.

I was most sursrised to  hear the

hon. Member say that when the Board
apwroached the West Indian Colonies

and did not get any increase in prices,

-what they should have done was to sell

their rice to Venezuela. I -am sorry I
do not agree with that. That is the
kind of thing that is going = to - spoil
the fair name of British Guiana——when
peowle alroad begin to feel that. we

cannot accept a mad thing even if the

bargain was a . good one: I wonder
what the hon. - Member - would have
said if the rice prices had - gone . the

other way and Trinidad had come along
and asked for a reduction; pointing
out that the prices were now  half of
what they were when the contract was
made? T wonder what the hon. Member
would have said to Trinidad, Barbados
and the Leeward Islands in such eir-
cumstances? - Whatever he would have

said about them is exactly what they

the pur-
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would think of him when they read his
statement in the newspapers.

I have always heard in this Council
—not only today but for some time—
about the suffering and the starving
rice producers in this Colony. I am not
going to say that they would not have
been better off if better prices were oh-
tained for rice, because I am a primary
producer myself and I know how the
shoe pinches, but if I could have got
the same percentage of increase in
price as the rice producers have got
within the last few years, I would have
been one of the happiest men in the
world—not only I, myself, but also my
employees. Everybody knows that the
price of padi before the War was 60c
per bag, but today it exceeds $8 and is
sometimes as much as $325. TLet us
take $3 for the purposes of our calcu-
lation, however.

The price of charcoal was
64c per bag before the War, and
today it is only $1.44. If the price of
charcoal had been increased in a simi-
lar way to that of padi, it would have
exceeded $3 per bag today. The rice
industry, being a small peasant
industry, was subjected to various im-
raoral practices. There were groups of
persons who bought rice and traded
with it, and actuauy wiade money from
it. Today that group of persons no
longer get anything out of rice, there-
fore a greater portion of the actual
value of the rice is going to the pro-
ducers than has ever gone before. Of
course, when it comes to charcoal one
has to produce it himself, otherwise no
one would do so for him and, naturally,
there were no “parasites,” as we call
them, in that industry. If the Rice
Marketing Board did anything else. it
eliminated this class of person from
the industry. Hon. Members will re-
member themselves what happened
when the Rice Marketing Board was
hrought in as a war-time organisation.
We had the producer, the miller and
the exporter, and when prices were
fixed all of these had to make a profit.
I remember the words of Sir John
Waddington when he met the then

members of the Board—and I happen
to have been a member of the Board
prior to its being brought in as a war-
time organisation. I remember that
when the Mahaicony-Abary scheme was
going to be linked with the DBoard, T
said I would serve on the Board again
if ever they separated them, and as
soon as that was done I joined the
Board again. Sir John Waddington
gaid that he had had a meeting with
growers, millers and exporters, and
each of them had complained that they
were not getting anything out of the
industry. Each one claimed that the
other had got too much, and he said
“Now I realize that we have done the
right thing because as long as each in
turn says he has not got enough I know
that they have all got exactly what
should be given to them.”

The rice industry has wvast possi-
bilities: The hon. Member said that
rice production has not increased; that
British Guiana exported as much rice
in one year before the Rice Marketing
Board was established than has been ex-
ported by the Board in any one year.
That is perfectly correct if one takes the
export figures with respect to the dates
on which rice was exported, because
there was one year when British Guiana
had a plenty of rice but nobody would
buy it. It was held as long as possible
and when it could not be held any longer
it was exported in 160 1b. bags to Trini-
dad at $2.60 per bag for No. 2 rice. 1t
happened that one year's crop met the
previous year’s. There is one thing of
which the hon. Member has not taken
cognizance, and it is that in those days
nobody used padi to feed animals. Oats
were so cheap that the sugar estates used
nothing else but oats as stock feed. To-
day everybody is trying to use the chean-
est feed available, and advantage is
naturally being taken of padi produced
in the Colony. A large quantity of padi
is therefore going into stock feed. I
would like to see it exported because,
if it was exported, the. Board could
have paid the producers more.

I would like to say that the mem-
bers of the Board, bad as they are, are
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_in sympathy with the rice producers.
ave been the Chairman of the Board
ince late in December, 1947. 1f we
e Lhe three vears’ operations it will
“seen that the Board gave the pro-
cers of rice every penny that it earned.
t kept nothing eack for ¥eserve in those
: hree vears, and the reason was obvi-
us.  The contracts had worked out
_ against the producers, therefore the
- members of the Board felt that they
“should do eVel‘Vthmg pessible to vive
them as mtuch money as we could. Tast
vear we ran at a loss because we gave
an additional 20 cents per kag to mill-
_ers, dating back to the 1st of January,
and in dskmg Government to permit us
do so tbe@ause all prices are subject
0 the approx cal of Gmernment
pointed out that we would recoup that
08s this vear.

1 C()me now tn the ques{lrm of
hance. We have heard of the large

pay to the Banks. Irx _empty. bags
lone the Board owns well mier a million
_dollars.  We  have to carry sufficient
=ztocks to supply. the
means that money has to come from
omewhere, T am very hapmey to ke able
to say that beeause the Rice Marketing
‘Board is a responsible organisation the
Banks have no fear in advanecing it
“nioney. If the Board was not a respon-
sible mgdmwtmn the hon. Member might
have found that it would either hava
had to  ask Government for money,
which this Counecil might not have
voted, oritmight have hadto put up its
- shutters, ®ecause it had not sufficient
 eapital to handle the. industry which
“has develeped considerably not only in
~wvolume but also in value, T am sure
that if the hon Member took the trouble
“tolook at the first report of the Roard
~and see how much money passed throusgh
its hands then as compared with what
appears in the last report, he would
realise how the Board has grown.

1 deprecate the hon. Memlber’s re-
_mark that the personnel of the em-
~ plevees of the Board was “foreign” to

ihe industry. I cannot exactly picture

we

1m0'unt of interest w‘mc.h the Board has’

industry, whwh ‘

in my mind what he was trying to get
at, except he was thinking along the
same lines as a member of the Board

~who moved a motion that among fthe

emplovees of the Board there should be
the same percentage of Hast Indians as
the vrice  producers. When  that
member of the Board was shown
exactly where he was heading when
he suggested - that. the only - quali-
fieation an employee should have was his
race heréglized that he was running into
treuble. Fortunately,  the race ques-
tion cannot be. levelled at me, because
I'am sure the hon. Member will admit
that he can _ceunt the number of Por-
tuguese emplovees of the Beard on the
fingers of one hand. Apart from that

- the Board does not engage personnel.

The Manager employs personnel up 1o
a very high  level, after ~which the
Board comes into if, ‘and in any case [
do not think the hon. Member would
suggest that any member of the Board
would suggest to the Manager that he
‘should employ people on the ground of
race, - colour, 2reed, or anything along
these lines.  This - is British Guiana,
and every person, regardless of colour,

~clags or cread, has the same rights, and

we should never try to
against any one of them,

discriminate

I"was surprised to hear the hon.
Member for Essequibo River (Myr. Leg?
say that the Rice Producers’ Association
does not carry out the will of the pro-
ducers, and that for that reason some

of them have vrefused to  join- the
Association.  For that reason he sug-
gested that the Ordinance should be °

‘amended. Of course I had no part in
the -drafting of that = Ordinance
but if he feels that it should be
amended in the interest of the rice
produc,er% I would suggest to him
that he give notice of a motion puttm{z
forward his amendment.

Mr. LEE: T have given notice of
a motion.” I was not: blaming the
Chairman of the Board at all.

Mr. FERNANDES: 1T thank the
hon, Member for that eorrectien. I had



industry withou
v’ould be dlffp

,, ;entl relv dlfferent.

. Boald of ‘which T am Chauman, ,

~ done everything te encourage the Idea‘,fﬁ"
;of c0~operatlon ameng the producers of =

~ Co-operatives are net easy to

. pmducers te ce-operate with each other
for their mutual good ne co-operatwe
- orgamzatlon for the handling of rice
. would be satlsfactory I trust that Mem-
' iof thxs (*ouncﬂ who

wﬂl do

SO that
would be

es in thelr areas,
he time comes they

: organization‘ .

= asks

' ‘An& be xt further resolved that this
Honourable : Council recommend to Gov-

_ernmient that it should take immediate
eteps to organize and place the mdustry”

’ ':orgamzatmyn‘ot that kmd I“Would h,

: opelatxve organizatio

~the nther, because 1t
1t to arrive ‘at What, i
just for two in- Boa )
do not belong'to the
 the membezs *Of the Board

organize. They are ofavoluntalvnature :
- and except there is a desire among the

_perty of the Beald, .

represent  dustry. If the “hon. Member 1s gomg to

in the Ordmance the funds ot the Board ,{
get together and estabhqh' ; ‘
find that if a co»ﬂperatlv

- right into the general co-

The sewnd reselutmn of the motmn :

: g. to the mdustry

suggested that thel hon. Member ;

e Ma 'e'tingy

the abolition of the Board %
because Eh«, the Market

I s 1S a"bout mtelrup ;
tion After all he is in the best posi-
tien, because he has the last say. Never-
theless, whether ‘there is provision in .
the Ordinance or not, any sane, think-

ing person must realize that the Pro- -
ongs to the 111—]7,

sue that because there is no provisio

e organwatwn;
was set up the funds of the Board
wnuld not go*to the industry. But 1 am
sure that ‘ ‘myself, he s,vould expec
the J:',unds g0 to the mdushy, an
am sure that if a co-operative orga
zation could be formed the funds woul

. ’I‘he Rice Maxketmgx Board ha
made mlstakes, as other Qrgamva i



_or individuals have done. OFf ceurse the

,only werson who has never made a mis-
_ take is the person who has never done
anything, but has always suggested that

- the other fellow should do it. A person

- who dccepts leqpormbxhty ig liable - to
‘_make mistakes and is always open to
icism. Speakmg for myself,
er afraid of criti Ism 1 know 1 will

m the m,e mduqtn but
d be fut‘thex from the truth. Nation-
ion ot communism, What is
exprepris iation without
< dutatlon as to hew,
ne should work, and
at one should be given for the work
tioeq I am sure that hon Membeis

, @”‘buf T have expressed my views
on co-operatives, and [ am sure that
whether the motion wgceeds or is de-

feated Government will take the neces-~

sary steps to ‘investigate the  possibil-
‘itieg of converting the Rice = Market-
ing Board ultimately into a co-operative
organization. 1t maxv

may have to start with several small
co-operatives, but as I said long befere
the hon. Member ever dreamt of bring-
ng this motion, I look forward to the
when the Rice Marketing Board
11 e fuliv and truly a
amzatmn

I %ec()n&e(} the motmn

 keting Bowxd into a co~operat1ve is a
~ very urgent matter. Unfortunately Goy-
ernment moves S0 qlewlv that

‘;cy to cﬁntume this most extreme type

s and such like,

I am

~ the last speaker, who

nothm;r '

1 cannot qupport the. mx}tmn as it ~ ;
~ the mover @md commmmm Thdtm all .

~be a long road;
it may have to be done by stages. We

“be applied to
term

‘co-operative

ﬂf'people bv thm people, but When we qtu

Oll( :
wonders whether it is a deliberate pol~
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of mon oly, to use the wmdq of the;‘

heald a lot Ab(mt mmmpoheg, com
On the one hand ¥ e
are told that ﬂ‘m Rxce Mq i

said By the mover of :the;

of the Board and m ap
Better, said that  comm
expropriation. I suppose 1
back to school to learn the

tion and so on. There appeats to
great ‘deal of confusion about
ideological terms, and perhaps :
time q‘houlfl be takén to bxp’léi‘n‘

I qmd

Mr. DEBIDIN: To a point o
rection. T did not say it wds
munism. I said it was almost ¢
munism. - :

Dr.
want - to
But 1 say

JAGAN: Nobody seems t
accept any requn‘éibi
that: if . any  ter
the Board th
would - be fawlqm
type of' qocxahqm thchrm

the set-up of the Rice "\E‘wketmg Board
and its predu*:eqﬁom we find that the
control was not in the interests of the
peaple but a most dzabohcal pht to

of people who came hei‘e as mdenture(_;
labﬁurer&\ o
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I would like to get a complete
picture ef the whole situation;, and the
more 1 lovk at it the more I feel that
he control of the rice industry by
means of a single-selling organization
has definitely done a great deal of
good. The hon. Member who spoke
last remarked that there were many
parasites in the form of middlemen
who were living on the rice producers
before the inception of the Rice Mar-
keting Board, but he did not name
them. I wonder whether the hon.
Member would carry his socialism a
littie further by suggesting that Gov-
ernment should control our foreign
trade, in which there are many mid-
dlemen and a lot of black-marketing—-
conirol our exports and imports
under a Government monopoly such as
the Rice Marketing Board? We hear
it proclaimed from the house-tops that
we must have control like this which
eliminates the parasites, but we do not
take our socialist tendencies and con-
sciences any further,

1 have been reading Prof. Arthur
Lewis's booklet on “Industrialisation
of the British West Indies”, and in
doing so one comes to the conclusion
that the problem of over-population is
a very urgent one so far as the Carib-
bean area is concerned. But when one
reads between the lines of that book-
let one finds that Prof., Lewis finds
that in the Caribbean Colonies, ex-
cluding British Guiana, the population
problem is more acute because of the
limited area of land available in the
yocky islands. Consequently, to im-
prove the situation industrialization
must proceed in those Colonies more
rapidly than in a place like British
_Guiana where there is more room for
expansion. Perhaps that policy is
being carried out, because I  observe
that some of the West Indian Colonies
are advancing towards industrialization
‘mueh more rapidly than we are in
British ‘Guiana. But if we accept that
.policy then surely we must get ade-
qnate prices for our raw materials and

3286

the food we have to supply to the
people of the West Indies. If there is
to come within the immediate future
an era in which industrialization is to
be speeded up while we expand our
food resources so as to be able to feed
the people in those Colonies, by all
means we must be given a square deal,
because we know that people who are
industrialized are usually betlter off
than' those who have to produce the
raw materials and the food.

We have been told that we could
nol abrogate our rice contracts with the
West Indian Colonies because it would
have spoiled the good name of British
Guiana. In Persia today a good name
is being tossed around all over the
world. In thalt country the Govern=
ment-—not a Communist Government—
is nationalizing the oil industry, and it
may e said that no mention is made
of compensation, but perhaps the Gov-
ernment of Persia is taking sgteps to
find.ont how much the o0il installations
are worth, and how much wealth hag
Leen drained out of the country during
what its Prime Minister referred to ag
“50 years of imperialism.” It is good te
talk about compensation, but it is
always good to find out how much rob-~
bery has taken place before.

In $peaking about the rice con-
tracts we must keep the whole situa-
tion in mind—who made the contracts
and on whose behalf they were made.
The Rice Marketing Board as a single-
selling organisation is a good idea.
Going through the reports on the files
I find that the idea of a single-seller
was mooted long before the war, but
cne becomes very suspicious when one
finds that it was not until the advent
of the war that the Board was created.
One feels that opportunity was taken
then to put the rice industry into a
straight jacket, to stifle it perhaps in
the interest cf other concerns in this
Colony—vested interests.

I also observe that the Ordinance
was specifically framed to preserve cer-
tain vested interests. It is difficult to
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_puf these things together, but one can
see in. the broad aspect how it all
works. Had there not been any control
instituted  at the beginning of the war
with: respect to the rice industry one

~wonders  whether the Colony would

~have Ween worse off or better off today.

“taking everything into  consideration,

.. However, this is not the time to go
back into the past. Wecause we cannot
turn the hands of the clock back, We
cannot say that in 1939 we should not

“have instituted control*but should have

~ left the farmers to sell their rice to

whoever wanted to pay world prices
from year to vear, because we do know
~that “at- that time  there was a world
shortage of food due to the war situa-
tion, and farmevs usually benefit in
such circumstances.

 But then, there came this single-seller
organisation to replace the middle-man
ahd the parasites. My information is
that the Board guaranteed these meople
their profits for a number of vears, Wut
1 do not know whether that statement
is true in - all - its ‘aspects: My hon.
Friend, the Deputy President, says that
it is true. If we are to-go along in
any regional set-up with the West In-
dian territories—and I  feel that that
must be done-—we must, at the same
time, see to it that conditions are so
made that the producers would get a
fair return for their labsur. The farm.
ers, particularly in this  Colony, have
o produce their ‘rice, ground  provi=
sions and so on, under -very adverse
conditions. While the hon. Member
gan  compare rice - with charcoal, he
should ~ take into © consideration the
various factors such as drainage and
irrigation, and the difficulty as ré&gards
land availawility to  the peasants in
this Colony, which conditions are not
the same so far as charcoal is con-
verned.  Year by yvear in this Colony
the people suffer from foods, Aren’t
‘these  factors to be taken into consi-
deration in deeciding whether a  con-
tract. made five years ago should be
valid; let alone who made it, because
it was not the people's répresentatives
who did so? ' '

“has 3%
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In this Colony we have a very
serious situation.  Our records have
shown that the average farmer only

acres of land at his  dis-
posal. I was sent as ‘a delegate from
this Colony to the Curacao conference
where all the experts:told us that if
a farmer is to earn a decent liveliheod
he would need about 15 to:24 acres of
land, - In this Colony, however, he has
only 3 3/4 acres and when we take
into consideration the fact that some
of the sugar estates have  such large
areas under their control, 1 think
something more should be done for {
benefit of these farmers, Let us make
a rough average of what it takes to
produce an acre of rice; and . let us
take a yield of 20 bags of padi from
an acre.of land, aud we shall see what
the farmers are deriving from the rice
industry. Apart from the shortage of

por s

land, there is the perwetual problem of

drainage and irrigation, and we find
that 'when the farmers have produced
their- crops they come up against the
unsatisfactory operations of -the - Rice
Marketing Board.

There would be no objection to the
Board’s helping - the w»eople to  produce
rice and saying at what price it should
e sold and to whom it should be sold:
Those are usual - conditions = and w
should implement that policy, Like th

last sweaker, I realize the advantages
of “co-operatives. When Government

started the Co-operative ' Department
and wanted to expend a‘large sum of
meney to set it up, I'said that if it
was geing to proceed ‘at a snail's’ pace
it would be better not to have it at all.

The Department has keen set up about“;‘

three or four years now, butwhat are

. the officers doing? Why should we have

to appoint another Committee? It was
agreed that there should - be a Rice
Marketing Board and a Rice Produc-
ers’ Association working for a  co-op-
erative industry, and if the Cg-opera-
tive Department is there why haven’t
all these people attempted to find out
the ramifications and the needs of the
industry and got down 1o solving this
preblem? C
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1 am always sceptical
 names such as  Seaford; De Aguiar,
Raatgever and ethers figuring in the
~ rice marketing set-up, because these
people have no direct interest in the

rice industry. Every time 1 see an in-

direet influence in anything, I cannot
help 1eoalhng the words of
P. W. King Committee whxch T
f;ported in 1944 (on labour dxsputes
~ sugar estates) and

more profitable te work on their swn
arms and. ricefields.
at rewort, nearly 2,800 acres of land
~were taken away from the peosle by the
- sugar estate authorities.
_ thinking that there must e some people
somewhere endeavouring to
, §trang*lehold on  development
fony. There is the drainage and

Ucoui se, everywhere the farmer goes he
_ finds himself up agmmt a brick wall
,»Yet we are alwavs ta,lklng about pl‘oduc~

; 'I 'hai*é nevev'r

wre far greater than eurs. If they can
utbid and outsell other countries with

elling their rice at perhaps the world’s
ghest prices, they should ecertainly
ow what is happening, taking into
consideration other factors such as the
- price of machinery and so on. Why
then should We in British Guiana con-
tinue to sell our rice at the past low
prlces‘? 1t is true that we have made a
. contract with some of the West Indian
Colonies—and the hon. Member for

‘Georgewwn Central has ‘spoken asbouti
damaging the fair name of British

;Gulﬂﬁw’ut that is no reason why

when T see
\made a . printing contract with
Argosy Com,pany at a certain fxgm‘e

‘recommended .
should give them a 25 percent. increase
because of the rise in the cost of lalour
ﬁand certain <utxcies

the" :' {
. sm‘ly to say, our contlac’c flgure has

stated that ‘the
reason why people were Workmg onlyf
twe or three days a week on the sugar

tates was lecause they were finding : &
~long this debate unduly,

As a vesult of that the set-up relating to the Rice

I cannot help

put .a
in- this

gation problem to be faced and, of

seen any counf:i‘y

;far‘as‘lndus’crla] good% are cmcerned{; ‘
They have introduced mechanization
into the rice mdustry, but their prices

espect to industrial goods and they ave

tmue te sell at unesconoma

1 remember fﬁét kthié Govm‘nni’em:
the

and vet hon. ,Membe,zs of this Couneil
subsequently
This year,

jumped from $70,000 to $200,000. It is
all well and geod to talk about the inviol-

 ability of a centract, but due ccnsxiercv_;"
tion must e taken of all the circum-

stances. I see nothing that should mro-

Marketing Board must be changed, and
changed very quickly. There are cer-

tain people who can give ideas as to

how this matter sheuld e gone inte.
I feel that the} notion is straightforward
olve the immediate

_abolition of the Board 1 canni)fc sea
‘that = any good weuld e doue
under present _conditions espemally

when we find tha’c svmultaneous with
the setting up of the Rice Marketing
Board Government enacted ‘the Rice
‘ ociation. Ordinance.

‘to me that Government
e, at least,
exe in principle.

'he :hon_‘ Member who spoke last
supported very  strongly Gevernment’s

action in choosing five out of eight per-
- sons for membership of the Rice Pre-

ducers’ Association, saying that the

_ Ordinance provided for it and therefore

Government had a right to do so. If
Government intended to make a co=
operative set-up ef the Rice Marketing
Roard, hewever, actun such as that
shou‘l‘d not have been taken, because it
does not in any way sh&wfhat Govern-

“ment believes in the co-operatwe prm-ff

cisle which is deflmtelv based ‘en t‘ﬁe‘ -
principle of election. '
ciple of co-operatives. ls that each man -

The basic prin-

has a right to ve

one man one vote,
regardless of position.

It is the truest

form «f democracy, yvet when the Rice

“unsler

Producers’ Association, acting

_the Rice Maxketmg Board.

that we

I am

and T do feel

;‘t Was‘?the correct thing or -

embraced what

their Ordinance, selected eight members



 Producers’
S many such councils a great. number~of
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Government saw it to accept only five
~of ‘them and to nominate three others
‘themselves: . While it is true, as tha

hen.  Member stated, that - the three

- others came from the panel of the Rice

Couneil, one finds that in

elected members become stmges ir
case. - In this case, the provisiens
the Rice Producers’ Association then
ad\fes cry to high heaven for t‘ev ,1011,

- The  hon. Member for Ge.rgetowu
- Central has stated that the three mem-

bers chosen by Government were ‘1'ep?x‘e-
but when one

séntatives of the peosple
considers that a rice producer in
“choosing his delegal has to do se sy a
‘show of hands in the presence of the
moneylenders, the landlords and ths
millers, one can understand ‘how “care-
ful he has to be. Those are ad prac-
“tices which do not, in the long ¥un, lead
to any demoeratic set-up, and 1 would
‘urge upon Government to tackle this
“issue - immediately—the issue of the
peuple\ representation on the Rice Pro-

ducers’ Association-—s0 as to nuke that
" body  a democratic body of rice pro-
ducers only. T am thinking of pro-

‘ ducing rice, soon, myself. 1 used to
grow rice at one time and 1 am think-
ing of doing so again, beeause it looks

_as if only a person like me would® get

_ on with the Rice Preducers’ Association
~and the Rice Marketing Board. If farm-
ing in general is to improve in this

“Colony, then the producer must get a
fair return, having to brave the weather
and the difficult: conditions including
floods and so on, and having to deal with
the merciless landlords in- this Colony.

That is the only way in which we are
going to solve our problem here. Right
now we have a shortage in coconuts and,
as a result, the copra as well as the pig
industry has been affected. We are not
getting good prices for our produce
hecause the farmers have not the money
“to do otherwise. Whatever: they produce
they have to sell in a straight jacket—-
under control prices. A better policy is
needed. We should stop the importaticn
of a lot of things from abroad, since

ofri JUNE, 1951,

tackle the situation I am afraid it wii

C(’};‘m" It is said that handsome prof

~the preamble

ment itself has: shown

Rice 'Maxrkeié’ng Board 329

they are killing production in this: Ce
ony. Unless Government endeavours: to

only go from. bad 1o worse, and v
would- never make any progress in th

i

made by some of th(xxe i

el,,‘ybe a g&mline ,desireftm the
e people to. produce more in

‘ment  would )mt plqeon»hulP it (md,

‘possibly wait another two or three vears

before taking any action. This matter is
urgent and 1 think a deadline should be
fixed for action, and that il should he
dealt with before the end of the vear.

GAJRAJ: When first I read
and the resolve clanse of

the motion-on the Order Paper, I was »
struek: particularly by that very
which the  hon.  Member has n
removed from the resolve ¢lause,
that is the word “immediate” before
the word “repeal.” T could not und
stand ‘how we could have been a
in this Couneil to agree to the abolilic
of astatutory body without having, at
the same time, something—some mea
ure agreed upon as workable-—to iepl‘u e
that organisation. T am happy to see that
the hon. Member has changed that pars
of the rexolve clause so-as to give us
the assurance——as he has himself done
in the course “of moving the motion: —
that he has no intention of asking for
the immediate abolition  of the Rice
Marketing Board, or the immediate
repeal of the @rdinance, Yet, in  the
course of the debate which we have had
today, it does seem that instead of deal-
ing very much with the loss which tha
Ordinance itself has cveated through
the years of-its operation, we have spent
more time-—and 1 would say very prop-
etly——~in focussing attention on the prin-
ciple of co-operatives which  Govern-
favour with in

Mr.

f

this country.

et



at unlew ‘there was bomeﬂ 1
0»0perat10n between the
actors engaged in theindustry,
industry ~would languish and
of the low p' ces. It wasin
~p10ducer% ana’}. ;

have had a very
in which their p
and kd‘istributed;

qcrappcd, Ih
Opmlon, c'.]nould W

o I‘ic‘e‘?expox -om this country graded
'7 and certified by the bag through the
 Board, and when the West Indian
© islands pald $5 per: bag or No. 2 rice
they were gettmg cfomethmg of stand-

‘ard. I agree with th peakers who
stated that in thi things move

very slowly beca the producers
the pinch and

but, of
‘ I‘ept esentatives
r of members or
sroducer co-

ive ‘-thém' a béfter. pri"ce"f‘
-and the question of price
'ux of the matiel noth- :

ice in this e
| Marketmg LY

e the event. We can :
ways say that we foresaw that the Wa ;
would have lasted five years and that
food shortages and so on were hound
- to take place all over the world.

S r(hfflcult\ in
reasonable price.
iwhen they had. S : b
their 1lce~ 1 think everyone in this Colony felt
it was necessary andbinding during the
: ‘war vears that we should conserve sur
themselve@ mlgh ‘not have been in rz' crops of rice so that we weuld be able
omuon ta pa]y them there and fhen. to help our fellow colomsts in the West :
" Indies, although in the pre-war vears
rice down La Gecrge‘mwn and try to: they did net give us a fair break so
ct an experter in order to sell it. far as prices were concerned. They were
4 to be competltun of a very always using the competltum and low
ure-—~competition betweer _prices of the speculators whe went across
terq who were sometines en- - and were workmg one against the other.
large quantities of rice——  Because of this, our prices were kept low.
ult, one came across a cer- It is conqldered that we should havefd ne




3995 Motion—Abblibion of
something wherely the peopls in the
West Indies would pay reasonable prices
for their supplies of rice, but nothing
was done, When the War  Regulations
came to the -end of ‘their usefulness,
however, it became obvious to Goveru-
ment that the measure of control intro-
duced should “be continued, and this
Council in its wisdom passed the Rice
Marketing Ordinance. Persons competent
to judge came to the decision that the
Board was a useful organisation,  bhut
could not e expected to be perfect in
every respect.

I think the hon Member for Central
Georgetown has agreed that the = Rice
Marketing Board has made mistakes,
but we all can benefit from the miistakes
we make. Therefore, we should not say

2TTH J‘tmﬁj,,
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Lhdt we must not have the Rice Market-
ing Board because rmstakes were made
in the past by its members, acting in all
sincerity. 1f we feel that any of the pro-
visions.of the Board should be amendec
or deleted so {hat it might be of greater
benefit to the industry, then I think it
is the duty of Government or of this
Council: to gointo the matter and have
the necessary changes made as early as
possible, T am going to be fairly long,
Sir, and I do not know if you wish fo
adjourn the Council at this stage as it

is already 5 o’clock. -

The PRESIDENT: In view of the
fact that Members will be engaged in
Finance Committee tomorrow, Council
will now adjourn-until Friday, next, at

2 p.m,
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