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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Thu1·sdciy, 5th Decembllr, 1940. 

The Council met at 11 a.m. pursuant 
to adjollrnment, His Excellency the Gover­
nor, Sm WILFRID JACKSON, K.C.M.G., 
Pre�ident, in the Chair. 

PRESENT. 
'l'he Hon. the Colonial l::iecretary, Mr 

G.D. Owen, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attomey-General, Mr.
E. 0. Pretheroe, M.C.

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E., (Nominated
U?official Member). 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, Directot· of 
Agriculture. 

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo, O.B.E., (East­
ern Berbice). 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, ICC., (New 
Amsterdam). 

The Hon. E. F. McDavid, :M..B.E., 
Colonial Treasurer. 

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, O.B.E., (George­
town North). 

The Hon. lVJ. B. G. Austin, O.B.E. 
(N owinated Uuol:lkial Member). 

1'he Ho11. \V. A. D'Audnule, Comptroller 
of Customs. 

The Hou. N. M. Maclennan, Director of 
Medical Services. 

The Hon. M. B. laing, O.B.E., Com­
missioner of Labour and Local Govern­
ment. 

t The Hon. G. 0. C,Lse, :�irector of Pub 
_J ic. vVorks ,and Sea Defences. • 

The Hou. L. G. Crease, Director of 
t Edueatioii. 

'rhe Hon. J. Gonsalves, Q.B.E,, (George­
town South). 

The Hon. J. T. De Aguiar (Central 
Deruer·ara). 

Tl-.e Hon. J llng B,drndut' Singh ( Oew-
tll'!l-ra-Esseq uebo ), 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (vVestern Ber­
bice). 

The Hon. E. l\f. Walcott (N omiuated 
Unollfoiul Member). 

The Hon, H. C. Humphrys, ICC., (E.tst­
ern· Demerara). 

The Hon. C. B. Jacob °(North Western 
District). 

The Hon, J. ViT. Jackson (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. A. Mackey (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hou. C. V. Wight (Westem­
Essequebo ). 

The Hon. T. Lee (Es�equebo River). 

MINUTES. 
The minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on the 26th November, Hl40, 
as printed and circulated, were confh-med. 

PAPERS LAID. 
Tm COLONIAL SECRE'l'ARY (Mr. 

G. D. Owen, C.lVLG.) laid on the table the
following reports and documents :-

Report on the Post Office Savings Bank for 
the year 1939. 

Report of the Committee on Old Age Pen­
sions (Legislative Council Paper No. 11/40). 

Report by the Director of Agriculture (Act­
ing) on Joans made to Rice Growers under the 
Rice Growers Loan Ordinance, Cap. 155. 

Report of the British Guiana Rice Market­
ing Board for the period 1st April, to 30th 
September, 1940. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES. 

I!>i'l'JtOVUC'l'ION 01' BILLS. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr. 
E. 0. Pretheroe, M.C.) gave notice of the
introduction and first reading of the follow­
ing Bill:-

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to confer power 
on the Georgetown Town Council to exempt 
or to exempt partially the owners of certain 
properties in the city from the liability to pay 
taxes or rates for a limited period. 

lVfr. Mc DAVID (Colonial Treasurer) 
gave notice of the introduction and first• 
ni!l-din� of �h� f oUowin� Bill ;-
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A Bill intituled an Ordinance to make pro­
vision for the transfer of the colonization 
reserve to tho general revenue of the Colony. 

:M 1·. CASE (Din·ctor of Public Works 
and Sea Def1mce�) gave notice of the intl'o­
duction and first rei,<ling of the following 
Bill:-

A Bill intitule
1
d an Ordinance further to 

amend the Sea Defences Ordinance, Chapter 
118, with respect to the removal from the fore­
shore by estate owners of the stumps of fellPd 
courida trees. 

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES. 

Ac•r1vr1•1Es OF 1'RB Rrcr. MAmrnTING 
BOARD. 

M 1· . .JACOB gave notice 0£ the following 
question,; :-

1. How many meetings have been held by
the B G. Rice Marketing Board from 1st 
November, 1939, to 31st July, 1940; and how 
many members were present at each of these 
meetings, giving the names of each of the 
Members? 

2. How many persons were employed by the 
B.G. Rice Marketing Board on a monthly basis 
as at 1st January, •940, giving the full names, 
addresses, previous employment and experience 
of these .employees, the position now held by 
each, together with the monthly salary paid to 
each of these employees? 

3. Similar information to be supplied for the 
period as from 1st July, 1940. 

4. Is it a fact that 20,000 bags of rice have
been bought by the B.G. Rice Marketing Board 
from Barbados recently for eli.port to Trinidad? 
If so, at what price, and is the Board doing 
this bu�iness at a profit, if so, bow much, or at 
a loss of bow much, b,rnring in mind that the 
Board contracted to sell I 0,000 tons of rice for 
shipment to Trinidad by 30th September, 1940? 

5. Will the Board consider the question of 
suspending all ex.ports in view of the probable 
shortage of rice before the Autumn crop is 
reaped, say November/December, I 940, as soon 
as possible? 

6. Will the Board consider the advisability 
of not arranging to sell any rice, or entering 
into any contract in the future for export from 
date? 

7. Will Government consider the advisabil­
ity of requesting the Colonial Auditor to 
examine and report on the Balance Sheet that 
has been issued by the B.G. Rice Marketing 
Board as at 31st March, 19,10, particularly in 
regard to the following:-

(a) Why no provision was made for depre­
ciation of plant and machinery which is 
shown at cost? 

{b) Why no provision was made for bad 
and doubtful debts? 

(c) Whether the actual stock of rice on
hand was used for asset purposes and
whether due allowance was made for loss
i!l wei�ht by- w;:istil�e and by vermiµ? 

{d) Whether the report of ·the .Auditors 
was "full and fair" and whether the 
Balance ',hcet as printed exhibited a 
"true and correct view of the state of 
affairs of the Board ?" 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

SuGGES'.n:o LO.'.N 'l'o U.K. GovERNMEN'r. 

:Mr. C. V. WIGHT 1L,:;ked and the Colon:;; 
ial i:,ecretary laid over replies to the 
following questions :-

Q. 1. Is Government of the opinion that
there will be any repatriation of Indian immi­
grants entitled thereto in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 26 of the J mm1gration 
Ordinance during the \Var? 

A. 1. It is most unlikely that any return
ship will leave during the war. 

Q. 2. If the answer to No. l is in the nega­
tive, will Government offer as loan from this 
Colony to the United Kingdom the sum of 
$345,905.00, the balance at a credit of the Immi­
gration Fund at 31st December, 1939, free of 
interest to be used during the War to assist in 
the prosecution thereof? 

If not, why not? 
A. 2. No. The Colony's financial position

does not permit of a loan being offered to the 
United Kingdom. 

RICE S'l'OCl(S .�ND CHOPS. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT, on behalf of Mr. 
Lee, ,u,kerl and tho Colo11ial Secretm·y lt,id 
ovel' replies to the following questions :-

Q. l. Will Government state what was the 
" carry over" stock of rice in the Colony from 
the y_ear 1939 to the year 1940, fixing the stock 
in each county separately? 

A. 1. The information desired is not avail­
able. 

Q. 2. Will Government Stdte what was the 
estimated yield of rice for the 1939 Autumn 
Crop in each courity separately? 

Q. 3. Will Government state what was the 
actual yield of rice in each county separately 
for the Autumn Crop of 1939? 

A. Z and 3 The original forecast of the 
yield of the Autumn crop of 1939 was 45,000 
tons of rice as indicated in paragraph 8 of the 
Report of the Rice Marketing Board for the 
period ended 31st March, 1940. ReferenC"e is 
invited to paragraph 31 of the Board's report 
for the period ended 30th September, 1940, in 
which it is stated that the yield of the 1939 
Autumn crop could not have exceeded 37,000 
tons of rice. The following comparative tables 
compiled from returns prepared by the Depart­
ment of Agriculture show the estimates !\lld 
11nd yield of ec1ch county separately;-
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Original forecast October, 1939. Final Cropreturns May, 1940. 
tons. tons. Demerara 11,000 10,340Berbice 24,000 17,450 

\_ Essequebo 10,000 �
45,000 36,000

Q. 4. Will Government state what wus theestimated yield of rice tor the 1940 Spring crop in each county separately? Q. 5. Will Government state what was the actual yield of rice in each county separately for the Spring crop of 1940 ? A. 4 and 5. Reference is invited to paragraph 20 of the Board's report for the period ended31st March, 1940, in which it is stated that owing to the severe drought the Spring cropalmost completely failed. Q. 6. Will Government state how many tonsof rice were exported from January to Septem­ber, 1940? 
A. 6. 10,755 tons. Q. 7. Will Government state how many tonsuf rice were consumed in the Colony fromJanuary to September, 1940 ·1 A. 7. Consumption of rice in the Colony isestimated at 25,000 bags ll80 lb.) per month Consumption for the prriod indicated wouldtherefore be approximately 18,000 tons. \ Q. 8. Will Government state what was theamount lost by the Rice Mnrkrting Boardfrom the purchase of the 20,000 bags of rice from Barb!ldos to assist in fulfilling theircontract to Trinidad? A. 8. Reference is invited to paragraphs 8,23, 24, 26, 27 and 28 of the Board's report for the period April, 1940, to September, 1940. Ct, 9. Will Government state what is theestimated yield of rice in each county sepa­rately for the Autu•1Jn crop of 1940? A. 9. No reliable estimate has yet been prepared as reaping has not yet been com· pleted but a preliminary forecast prepared bythe Department of Agriculture indicates aproba_ble yield of approximately 30,000 tons. Q. 10. Is Government aware of the fact that there has been a serious shortage of rice forconsumption in the Colony during the last four weeks ending 26th Octoll<'r, 1940, a•,d willGovernment stop all export of rice from dateuntil it is ascertained if there is an availablesurplus over consumption in thlcl Colony to theend of November, 1941? Q. 11, Is Government taking steps to ensure the sowing and reaping of the Spring crop in1941 so as to . find employment /or the thousands of people who arc unemployed andto provide food for the population? A. 10 and 11.. Government is aware thatthere was a temporary shortage of rice for local consumption in October. The shortagewas due in part to exceptionally severedrought conditions and in part to attempts to hoa�d padi and delay milling. The position is dealt with in paragraphs 20 to 22 of the reportof the Board for the period April, 1940, toSeptember, 1!!40. The export of rice is already unde1· full con­. trol and no additional regulation is needed. Tho policy of the Government Hnd the Board

is to endeavour to maintain exports on a num­mum basis so as to retain the Colony's export markets. In view of the reduced yield of the Autumn crop steps are being taken to en­courage the planting of an augmented Springcrop in 1941. To this end the sugar producers have agreed as a special emergency measure to permit the planting of a, Spring crop in 1941 by workers or; all sugar estates on the East and West Coasts of Demerara as well as onthe Blairmont and Bath estates.

RrcE PURCHASES AND EXPORTS, 

Mr. JACOB asked and the ColonialSecrntary la.id over replies to the followingquestions :-
Q. 1. Will Government state the total quan­tity of rice purchased by the Rice Marketing Board on or after 1st November, 1939, from the thirty-four registered exporting Agents of rice,giving the names of all Agents and the quan­tity purchased from each together with theamount paid to each exporting Agent 'I A. 1. The question relates to the financialtransactions of individuals who arc, moreover, business competitors, and it is considered to beundesirable and not in the public interest that the information should be made public. Q. 2 What quantity of the 10,000 tons of rice contracted to be delivered to Trinidad by30th September, 1940, was delivered, exclusiveof the ll0,000 bags purchased from Barbadosfor dehvcry, to Trinidad? , If the whole quantity is not delivered, when will thebalance be delivered? A. 2. Reference is invited to paragraphs 23to 25 of the report of the Board for the period 1st April. 1940, to 30 1 h September, 1940, whichcontain the required information.

B11,1,s-FrnsT RgADING. 

The following Bills were re,id the firsttime:-
A Bill intituled an Ordinance to continuecertain expiring laws. ( The Colonial Secreta1·y). 

A Bill intituled an Ordinance further to amend the Gambling Prevention Ordinance, Chapter 95, by making it an offence for anyperson in the Colony to sell or deliver any ticket in any lottery conducted outside theColony. 
A Bill intituled an Ordinance to amend theFirearms Ordinance, 1940, with respect to the date upon which firearms which have been surrendered to the Police may be disposed of atthe discretion -of the Commissioner of Police.

(The Attorney-General). 

Notice was given that at the next or a sub8equont meeting of the Council it wouldbe moved that the Hills be read thesecond time. 
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INCREASED PAY FOR MILITIA.. 
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 

to move:-

WHEREAS by Resolution passed on the 6th 
day of September, 1939, the Legislative Council 
approved of prescribed rates of pay and allow­
ances for members of the Militia while engaged 
on actual military service; 

AND WHEREAS the approved rates of pay 
were based on the rates payable in the British 
Army which have recently been increased by 
6d. a day for non-commissioned officers and 
men: 

Be it Resolved,-That this Council approves 
of the rates of pay for non-commissioned 
Officers and men of the Militia (other than 
members of the paid staff) while engaged on 
actual military service being as follows with 
effect as from the 22nd November, 1940 :-

C.S.M. and C.Q.S.M.
Sergeant
Corporal 
L/Corporal 
Private 

per day. 
8/6') 
6/6 I plus 
4/6 }- fre'e 
3/9 I ration. 
2/6) 

When the ra,tes of pay for the ttctive 
Militia were fixed in September last year 
on the outbreak of war the nites were· 
based on those then ex.is ting in the British 
Arn1y. Since then the rates in the Brit.ish 
Army lmve been increased by 6d. per day 
for all other rnnks, and it is considered 
that the M:tive Militia in this Colony 
should also have 6d. per day added to thei1· 
scale of pay. 

Mr. DIAS s,econded. 

Motion put, and agreed to. 

Col\IPASSIONATE GRATUITY. 

T11E COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 
to move:-

THAT, with reference to Governor's MPssagc 
No. l dated 31st October, 1940, this Council 
approves of the payment of a compassionate
gratuity of $374.40 to the widow of the late
Benjamin Campbell, formerly a captain of a sea­
going punt of the Public Works Department. 

The deceased had served t.he Depart­
ment for 38 )'ears and the amount which 
it i8 proposed should be paid to his widow 
is the equivaleut of one year's pay which 
he wai; drawing prior to his death. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 
• 

Motion put, and agreed to. 

MAIN'l'ENANCE (CIVIL) ENGINEER FOR 
T. & H. D.

Tm� COLONIAL SECRETARY : I beg 
to move:-

THAT, with reference to Governor's Message 
No. 3 dated 18th November, 1940, this Council 
approves of the appointment of a Maintenance
(Civil) Engineer to the staff of the Transport·
and Harbours Department at a salary on the 
scale $2,400 x $120-$2,880. 

Since the retirement of Mr. MacDougall, 
the General Manager, who wits also a 
Civil Engineer, the Transport Department 
has had no Civil Engineer attached to it, 
and the Board of Commissioners con8iders 
it essentin,l that there should be a Civil 
EngineeP on the staff. At one time when 
Mr. MacDoug,ill took over the nrn1mge­
ment of the :>epartment ,1 Civil Engineer 
was appointed on a 3-year contract, but at 
the expiration of that l_:>eriod his contract 
was not renewed because it was then felt 
that it was possible for Mr. MacDougall to 
carry out the duties of a Civil Engincei· 
along with his duties as Genernl Mamiger. 
There is no Civil Engineer now, and it is 
essential that one should be itppointed. 
'.l'he salary proposed is from £500 to £600, 
but I think it is improbable that an 
,tppointment will be made at a salary m1y 
lower than the maximum of £600. 

Mt·. DE AGUIAR: I think it will be 
generally agreed that the appointment of 
such an ollice1· is wholly desirable, but I 
would have liked to have had some 
announcement from Gove1·nment this 
morning as regards the higher post of 
General M.anager. Those of us who 
t·ecall the appointment of Mr. Mac­
Dougall aH GeucrnJ M.anager will remember 
that when th,1t oil:icer was appointed to 
the post it wa� pointed out that one of the 
reasons for hi8 appointment was his 
qualifications as mt engineer, and I believe· \­
that his appointment followed immediately 
on the recommencbtion that was container! 
in the report of Mr. Cooper. It seems to 
me now th,tt" Government intends to 
change that policy, that is, thnt the 
General Manager should also be a Civil 
Engineer, mH.l it is now sought in this 
motion to have two sepan1te ollicers in the 
respective posts. I mn particuh11·ly anxious 
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to have an ,inswer to this question because 
I have in mind that the post of General 
Manager of the Department carries a salary 
of £1,000 per annum. If Government is 
going to appoint a civil engineer at a 
salary of £500 to £600 and in addition to 
appoint .a General Manager at the present 
scale of salary there _ can be no doubt 
about it th1Lt the expenditure of the 
Department will be int:re,Lsed. I had 
hoped that Government would have 
announced its future policy with regard to 
the post of General Manager. \Ye have 
GovernmPnt propounding the policy on 
one occasion that the Gcner.11.Manager must 
be a civil engineer--and I believe Govern­
ment had very good reason for adopting 
that policy-and �hen a few years later 
th,Lt polit:y is dmnged and we are going to 
have a Civil Engineer ,md a General 
Man1tger. "I may mention incidentally 
that for the purpose of filling the gap tlmt 
arnse with the nppointment of an engineer 
to the post of General Ma,mLger an 
additional po�t was cre,tted, and if I know 
the facts correctly I think that post still 
exists. That orlicer is still in the service, 
and it SP.ems to me that we are crea,ting 
too 1mtny posts. The ,tppointment of a 
Civil Engineer is desirable, but I think 

· Government, should have taken the oppor­
tunity to mtrry out wh,Lt was originrtlly
pla.nned.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: The hon. Member 
rather m1ticipated the point I had intended 
to make. It seems . to rue that the ques• 
tion is fil'st of ,111 whether �fr. MacDougctll 
h,tving taken on the one1·oui; duties of two 
posts, was adequately coo1pensated. Of 
course that is a matte1· entirely for that 
gentleman. Now Government proposes 
to cre,1te two posts which may run on 
perpetually, although it is stated tlmt the 
Civil Engineer's contract is to be for three 
years. The proposal to appoint a, General 
Manager should have been put forward 
before the motion for the appointment of a 
Civil Enginee1· was introduced. One is 
driven to the conclusion that it is perhaps 
not possible to obt,Lin a General Manager 
with civil engineering qualifications. If 
that is so then perh,tps there is some 
argument in favour of the post it is pro­
posed to create. Perhaps the Coloni1tl 
Sec1·etary might be in ,L position to tell 
the Council whether it is possible to 
obtain a General M,Lnager with qualifica­
tions as a civil engineer. 

l\fr. JACOB: I am not against this 
appointment. I think adequate and proper 
supervision is necessary if we are going to 
safeguard the funds of the Department and 
the funds of the Colony. I notice on page 
79 of the Estimates that the net deficiency 
to Le voted in respect of this Department 
is $253,451. That means that the Depart­
ment will be run at a loss in 1941 to the 
ex.tent of $253,451. The approxima,te loss 
in 1940 is $157,218, while the actual loss 
in ]939 W!LS $294,163. 

I should like to be told whether the 
officer's duty will be to see that when plans 
and specifications are prepared the actual 
work is carried out in accord,ince with 
those plans (tnd specifications, and whether 
he will have the right to report to the 
Head of the DPpa1·tment on the activities 
of other oflfoers who may be doing 
irregular things. I want to make my 
position perfectly cleat·. It is with­
in the knowledge of Govern111ent that 
large works which have been canied out 
,tnd 1Lre being caniecl out now are not 
being done in accoi·dance with the plarn; 
and specifications, and no one seems to be 
able to report what is going on. A most 
ur1satiRfactory state of affairs has arisen 
n,ml is going on in the Public \Yorks 
Depn,rtment. It iR not necesi;ary for me 
to refer to that n,t the moment. 

In view of the fact that the Transport De­
partment is run ata huge loss year after year, 
,tnd it is expected to add to the expenditure 
whiuh will int:rease the lo::;s, I think all 
steps should be taken, every means should 
be adopted to see that the moneys that are 
spent are properly spent, and th,it the tax­
payers get results from the expenditure. I 
am not saying that in the 'l'ransport Depart­
ment that is not safeguarded, but I would 
like it to be cleadv stated that this officer 
wi 11 have the right. not only to make plans 
iLnd specifications but to see that the work8 
1ue uarried out in auc0t·da1we with those 
plans and specifications, . and that the 
mouey :,pent is judiciously spent. ·when 
phms are made it is sometimes necessat'_v 
to revise them, and I have in mind 
instances where revision of phtns has been 
made, but instead of a s,wing being effected 
the entire sum is spent. I know of PM'· 
ticulat· casP.s of that kind. I am definite 
about my statements,· and I am going 
to make one or two definite st,ttements 
later on. My object i.n speaking now is to 
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ask that caution be exercised, ·,111d that 
this officer should not hesitn,te to report 
irregularities to the proper quartet· 
whether it affects the Head of the Depart­
m®t or not. I do not know whether tlmt 
is taking it too far, but I suggest that for 
the earnest consideration of Government. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : The 
hon. Member for Central Demerarn (Mr. 
De Aguiar) al:lked whether it lms been 
decided who ill going to fill the pol:lt of 
General lVfanager. Fin;t of all,� recom­
mendation will be :;ent forward by the 
Board of Colllmisllionen;. Mr. MacDougt,11 
was on 5 or 6 months' leave t,ml it was 
decided that the pre,;cnt ,icting otlicer 
should be }tppointed to ,1ct, and on the 
expiration of Mr. Mac Dougall':; le,1ve tlte 
Board will make a recommendation. Mt·. 
lVfacDoug,,ll':; leave expiietl ,1uite rm:cntly, 
and ,1lthough we lmve not hilrl a meeting, I 
can safoly say thc1t the Board propose:; to 
recornmend that the acting otlicer be <;011-
firmeu in the po,;t. 'l'he hou. Member 
then asked whether it w>1:; not po,;si ble to 
combine the dutie:; of Civil Eugiueer with 
those of General Nfanagf>r. ·whether it is 
possiblP to get suth an officer or not 1 do ' 
not know, and the Board doc:-; not know. 
I should think it is very unlikPly that 
one could be got at the present tinw. 
Government was verv fortunate in hav­
ing 9u the staff 

0

of the Depi,rtment 
an 0J-lice1· who was a civil engineer 
and who was canyiug on the duties 
of General :Yfauager, but although that 
officer was in the Department in HJ32 
Mr. Cooper, who was then 011 t, visit, to 
the Colony, in spite of :.\'Ir . �lacDougi,ll's 
presence, recommended that the two olticcs 
should not be combined, m1d that a Civil 
Engineer should be appointed. A Civil 
Engineer was appointed on :1 3-year con­
tract which wa:; not renewed becau�e 
Govermnent had to effect rlrnstic economy, 
and it was possible to get Mr . .MncDougall 
to perform the duties of Civil Engineer as 
well, It is impossible to <lo -tlmt now. 

In 1923, when the railwtw was taken over 
by Government, there were "on the st,d'f two 
qualified civil engineers and five qualilied 
mechanical engineers. :::liuce then the 
Board is responsible for the H.Lrbour,; 
Branch oi' the Dt•oa1·tment :md the ro,1<l 
,mrvice�, ,inrl I would like to co1npa1·L• the 
present staff with the staff in those days. 
'fhe two civil engineers I refe!"l'ed to were 

in addition to the General Manager. vVe 
now have no Civil Engineer but four 
:Mechanical Engineer:; with the increased 
duties to which I have just referred. The 
Board is convinced that it is essential to 
m�1ke this appointment. If the present 
acting oflicet· is confirmed in his post I 
hope, and I have every reason to believe, it 
will be pos»ible to put before the Board of 
Commis,;ioners tt ,;light rc-m·rnngoment in 
the staff of tho brand1 from which the 
present acting Goncrnl ·Manager has come. 
I am uot suggesting that he should com­
bine the duties of Nl echanical Engineer 
with those of General 1\fonager, but it may 
be possible to nmke a re-adjustment in his 
brnnch which would effect a ,;mall·saving. 
I do not promise any large saving, but we 
do hope to 8aVe £200 or £300, if possible, 
when these appointments are made. The 
<luties of tho .Maint-emrnce ]J;nginccr will be 
to prepare plans and spe<;if1catio11s for the 
Harbours cpartment and abo for the 
Hailwa_y Depal'tmeut, and examine thP line. 
It is rnust import,utt Ll,at reguln1· e,mmin­
:1,tion of the line shoulrl be marlc. If there 
wi,s ,m iu:tirlcut 1,nrl Governrue11t lrn<l to 
confess tluit it h:u I not on the st,df tL q uali­
fied ci vii engineer it wuulJ be very 
,wrkward for Governlllent. 

Motion put, a,nd agreed to. 

EsTIMA'l'ES, 1941. 
Tl:LE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 

to JllOVU :-
THAT, this Council approves the Estimates 

of Expenditure to be defrayed from revenue 
during the year ending 31st December, 1941, 
which have been laid 011 the table. 

'l'J:rn PRESIDENT (after a long pause) : 
As no lVIe111bt•r wishes to spe>1k 011 the 
m'otion the Couueil will go into CoU11uittee 
to consider the eRtimates head by head. 

INCO)H; TAX INCREASI, ADANDONED, 
Mr. McDAVID (Colonial 'l'reasurer): 

Sir ,--1 think tlmt it will assist the Coun-. 
cil if, at this stage, I intim>1te that I am 
authorised to announ<;c 11 d1ange in 
Government's propo,;ab in regard to 
incre,Lsed taxation as ,;et forth by the 
Houournblt: Colonial. �ecrelary in his Bud­
�et :::lt>Lt<-mcnt. 
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It had been· proposed to ohtnin a,ddi­
tional revenue to the extent of $300,000 
by imposing a surtax of 50 per cent. on 
existing personal income tax rates accom­
panied by an incre,Lse in the rnte on 
companies from l 5 per cent. to 20 · per 
cent., and on life insurance companies from 
5 per cent. to 6 pei· cent. and it 'had aJso 
been proposed to postpone the introrluction 
of an Excess Profits Tax, for which pro­
vision had been made in the hudget for the 
current year. 

The matter has since heeu reconsidered 
bv the Government and it has been decided 
ti1at an Excess Profits Tnx should be 
introduced at once aR originally contem­
plated. It has also been decided to confine 
the increase in the income tax to the 
advance in the company rate from 15 pei· 
cent. to 20 per cent. The proposal to 
impose a surtax of 50 per cent. on persom1l 
rates and to advance the life insurn,nce 
company rate from 5 per cent. to 6 per cent. 
will be !Lbandoned for the present. It is 
anticipated that these new proposals will 
yield not less than and perhaps considernbly 
more tlian $300,000. 

It is not necessary for me to go into 
details at the moment. I should like to 
say, however, that the new p1·oposals are 
obviously considerably less burdensome in 
their effect on the individual taxpayer 
than the original propos,Lls. The new 
company rfLte of income t,LX would be 
slightly less thnn one half the current rnt(-' 
of tax in the United Kingdom and will 
consequently, in so far as companies liable 
to tax both in the United Kingdom and 
this Colony fLl'e concerned, me,m no in­
crease in taxation whatsoever, having re­
gard to the provisions fo1· relief from 
double taxation; while, as regarr.s locn,1 
companies, as the company tax is only a 
wt:mus uf collecting tax. from individuals 
at the source, the :lO per cent. ra,te ,yill 
apply only to profits permanently retained 
and not di8tributecl in dividends. The 
individual taxpayer would obtain relief 
from the company tax deducted from his 
dividends by means of the provisions for 
"set-off." 

As regards the Excess Profits Tax a 
draft Bill has alrea,d y, been prepared and 
will be introduced as soon as certain 
amendments suggested by the Board of 
folaµcl 13,evei:rne i1l the United Kingdom 

hav<� heen considered. The rate of the 
t11,x will be 60 per cent. of the excess 
profits earned ove1· standard profits which, 
generally speaking, will be the average 
profit of the best two of the three ye:.i,rs 
preceding the War. Those are briefly the 
new proposals in the budget. 

The Council resolved itself into Com­
mittee to consider the estimates. 

LEG ISLA.TU HE. 

JVJ 1·. JACOB : I notice from an Order 
of the King in Council 11mending the 
British Guiana (Constitutipn) Amendment 
Order in Council of I !!28, that an Order 
wn,s passed at the Cout"t at Buckingham 
P,1lace on the 13th day of August, 1935, 
amending certain Articles of the Bl'itish 
Guiana (Constitution) Order in Council. 
I wish to make particular reference to 
Article 2i'i which states among other things 
that the property qualification of a voter 
should be $350 and not $500. This amend­
ment came into force in August, 1935, but 
up to the present time the public has not 
been made aware of it. As a matter of fact 
when I say that the public was not made 
aware of it I mean that it was not printed 
rLlld circulated in such a manner as to 
m11ke the public - cogu izant of the amend­
ment. On the contraay, Form 1 which is 
used by ,1 person claiming to be registered 
,1s a voter, states ,1t the back awong other 
•1mdifications :-

(iii) Ownership, during the six months pre­
viotls t·> registration, of a. house or land, or
land with a house or other erections there­
on, of the value of not less than five
hundred dollars ;

For some reasou or another since 19.35 
the public was not aware of the fact that 
a person ,�ho owns a house or land worth 
$:350 is oligible to be registered its a voter. · 
l .consider thnt very unsatisfactory,
especially in view of the fact that the
numbet' of voters in this Colony is just a
little over 9,000, slightly over 2 per cent.
of the population, and 11ttempts have-been
made by certain persons from time
to time to get the number increased.
\\"hile this is so an incorrect fo1·m
has been nllowed to t'em,Lin in circu­
lation up to the present time, with the
result that large numbers of persons have
been prevented from being registered as
voters. I do not know whose fault it is ;
perhaps it is nobody's fault, but I think
�teps s)loµlq b� take!! 11,s soo� as posl,libl!) 
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to let it be known to the public thttt that 
qualification has been reduced. There 
were other amendments, changes which 
would have reHulted, in my opinion, in 
thousands of people ueing placed on the 
voters' list, and it is desirable that the 
voters' list should be strengthened in order 
that this Council should be properly con­
stituted. It has been recommended bv the 
Roytil Commission that we should �vork 
toward the end of adult suffrage, that is, 
that every male and female n.hovP. the age 
of 21, whether he or she h:ts ,in income of 
£1,000, £100, or a dollar, should have a 
vote. I· think Government should be at 
piiins to see that all eligible persons are 
given every facility to be registered as 
voters. 

Mr. WALCOTT : It seems to me that 
while Government has been negligent it has 
taken the hon. Member for North Wes tern 
District over four years to discover the 
omission. There is,· therefore some excuse 
for Government. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Has the hon. Mem­
ber only just discovered it? 

Mr. WALCOTT: I should think that 
had he known n.bout it he would have 
mentioned it before. 

Mr. JACOB: As I said before, this 
Council has no responsibility and the 
individual Members have none. In my 
owu case I may say that I was not a Mem­
ber of this Council when the amendment 
was passed, therefore I can plead ignor­
rnnce, but my hon. friend was a Member 
of the Council then :incl I do not know 
what can be his plea. 

Mr. Dr� AGUIAR: I know th:1t the hon. 
Member would like his remark to be cir­
cubted throughout the Colony thn.t hon. 
Members of this Council have no respon 
sibilitv, but I do not think ho11. lVIembers 
will �!low such a remark to go unchal­
lenged any more than to remain in the/1· 
seats and allow the hon. Member to make 
the astounding st11kment that this Council 
is not properly constituted. 

Mr. JACOB: 1 beg to confirm that. 

Mr. DB .\GUIAB.: If the hon Mem­
ber is satisfied that the Council is not 
propedy i;onstttµteq h� h11,s 11, n�medy uncl!elr 

the Constitution Ordirnmce, a,nd if he 
failed to take the necessriry steps to see 
t.ha,t the Council was properly constituted 
the hon. Member has failed iu his in­
dividual responsibility. I am not here to 
challenge what he said about the amend­
ment that was made with regard to the 
qualification of voters. He may be right 
or he may be w1·ong. I am not in a 
position either to confirm or deny what he 
has said, but like the hon. Nominated 
Member I think it is slll"prising that he 
did not do his duty by bringing the matter 
to the notice of Government in a different 
way. I have just risen to let the hon. 
Member know that so far as I am con­
cerned I appreciate my responsiblity not 
only to the people I have the honour to 
represent but also to His Majesty's 
Government, and so long as I am in my 
se�it I shall always endeavour to can·y out 
that responsibility to the best of my 
ability. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I would like to, 
dissociate myself entirely from the remark 
of the hon. Member for North Western 
District (Mr. Jacob) that because he was 
not a member of this Council at that par­
ticular date he was not concerned with 
what transpired here. I think it is my 
duty as a citizen tu know what transpires 
here even if I did not occupy a. sent in thiR 
Couricil. 

Dr. SINGH: I think the hon. Member 
for North \� es tern I,ist1·ict should be con­
gratulated on the k!-,cn interest he has 
shown in discovering the omission and 
bringing it to the notice of the Council. 

Mr. GONSALVES: I cannot see any 
reason why Members should get panicky 
over the remarks of the hon. Member for 
N 01·th \Vestern District. He says that 
nouody kuow� or the dmnge in the law but 
I think he ought to know by now, having 
had some knowledge of the law, that every­
one is presumed to know the law, irnd if this 
amendment was passed in public everyone 
should know that the htw is there. As 
Commissioner of Oaths ;mthorised to 
swear voters on their qualifications he 
must have known that it was his dutv to 
inform those persons who desired to" be 
registered as voters that the property quali­
fication had been reduced. Other Mem­
bers of the Council seem to take the hon. 
Member seriously

1 
bqt l do not, I ihiq� 
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he h1ts only raised tne question with n, 

view to he:1.1·ing something from the hon. 
Coloni,11 8ecretary. I am not going to 
a,nswer for G overnmeut, It seems to me 
that the hon. Member is making ,i moun­
tain out of 11 molehill bcc:iusc, if the law 
,mys that the value of property shall be 
$350 that is the qualification required, 
The form he has referred to iH a printed 
form and is only ,i guide a,; t.o what is 
rc<1uircd. It might haw bern lwtter, pC'r-

. haps, if in issuing thoRe forms the amount 
of &he prope1·ty qualification was chan�cd, 
hut it doeH not mean t,lmt that is wh,1t a 
pPrson is declaf·iug to. The real qualifi­
cation is stn.tecl in the rlrclarnt.ion itself . 

Mr. JACOB: I would like to explain. I 
took the opportunit.,·-I would not say 
trouble-to ask the Hegistering Omcer for 
Georgetown a month or so ago whether he 
w,is aware of this amendment, and whether 
it was a fact that the qualification had 
been reduced from lli500 to $350, and he 
expressed surprise and told me he did not 
know. I think he then communica.ted with 
the Colonin.l ::iecretar,'s OH:ice. I then 
referred him to the Ord�r in Coupcil and I 
think hC' :igreerl tha.t the qualification had 
beeh reduced. I want the hon. Member 
for Central Demernrn (Mr. De Aguiar) to 
realize tlmt thosu things must be stated 
definitely. It is a faet. He has a habit 
of trying to eonfuHe things, but I want him 
to realize t,hat when fact:s arn faets they 
must be stated as facts, ,mrl he must uot 
try to confuse them. If auyone reads his 
speech he rnight think the hon . .Member 
i:; correct mid I am in�onect. The Hegis­
toring Officers do not know of the change 
-at least one of them tolrl rue definitely
he did not know.

Tm: CHAIRMAN : Did auy of the ca11-
di(btes know? 

Mr. JACOB: I do not know; there 
were no c:indi<lnJei, recently. (Laughter). 
The Order in Council was passed at the 
Court at Buckingham Pa.lace in August, 
1935, and I remembC'r distinctly I was ill 
the North West District then. If the 
Order was passed in August, l 935, it die! 
not arrive in the Colony until 1ibout tlw 
end of the year, therefore if one is engaged 
on something else, pa1·ticulady in my own 
case (laughtet') he is likely to forget 11bout 
it. While I take a keen interest in these 
thin$'s1 11,bsence from the seat of Qoven:i· 

ment iR a reasonable excuse. I am not 
pleading that I am not to blame. A certain 
,unount of bl,tme I should take, but my 
point is that the ott-icers of Government 
who receive these pape1·s should see that 
they are printed, and the Registering Otl:i­
cers should have known about it and in­
formed the public. The1·c was negligence 
on the part of Romeone: mi�ybe, it is this 
Legislatu1·e. I do not know. ·when the Royal 
Commission was hen• I 1mide a specific 
submission that the property qm1 lification 
wa.s $500, which I think was wrong, but 
nohorlv corrected it. I rlo not know who:se 
fault it is but I mcrrly brought the matter 
up here in orrler that it should be 
corrected. 

Mr. C. V. WfGHT: I would like to 
point out that there has been an election 
since 1935, and I was a candidate since 
then. I am rnther sui·prised to hear that 
the hon. Member was so disinterested in 
the issue of that election that I did not 
receive his support in this matter. 

Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. Member 
for North Western District said he was 
not a l\<I ember of thii- Council at the time, 
but if the amendment was not published 
uutil the ond of 1935 then he was a �fem­
liC'r of tho Council at that time. 

Tim COLONIAL SECl-tBTAH.Y: Iu 
1935 I w,u; also engage<l elsewhere 
(laughter), and thi::; is the fir::;t time this 
subject has beeu brought to my notice. I 
am afraid J ea1111ot givC' the ho11. Member 
an answer uo"·· 

TnE CHAIRMAN: I do not quite 
know what the hon. Member wants done. 
If it iH tlmt the rcgistmtion papers should 
he corrected th,tt will be done. 

Mr. JACOB: One experiences great 
clifJ-iculty in gettiug those forrus, and if 
11101•p wcrl' printed after 19;;5 the amend­
ment should ha.ve bee11 made. If a. large 
qunntity hn,s been circulat,ed throughout 
the Colony and cannot, be withdrawn I 
thing ::;omething i;l10uld be printed so as 
to let everybody know of the amendment. 
:-itepi; should either be tu.ken to withdraw 
those forms or an amendment should be 
inserted in eacl, form. 

THE CHAI11MAN : Govemment will 
see 1v)111,t is the positio!'l wjth �·egard to 
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those forms and whether a correction is 
necessary. It does surprise me that 
Elected Members of the Council, who a.i·e 
concerned with these matters, should not 
have been aware of the change as the hon. 
. \I ember suggests. 

Item 6--Subscription to the Empire 
Parliamentary Association, $480. 

Mr. JACOB: I think this is a very 
deserving eontribution but I am of opinion 
tha.t the deb,ttes of the various Legislatures 
af:liliated to' this ,\ssociation should be 
obtained and circulated. 

Trrn CHAIRMAN: Do vou mean the 
Hansard? 

Mr. JACOB: Yes, sir . 

THE CHAIRMAN: We would have to 
contribute more than £100. 

Mr. JACOB: This Colonv should send a 
su11icient number of copies· to the Asso­
cia.tion so that t.hey might be bound ::md 
circul:ited among the twelve Legislatures 
connected with the Association which 
would send us the debates of the other 
Legislatures in order that we might be 
kept informed of what is going on in the 
various Legislatures. 

Tu 11 CHAIRMAN : Do you suggest 
that the twelve Legislatures would send 
their debates to us? 

Mr. JACOB: Yes, sir, I suggest that, 
through the Association. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon. 
Member promises to rcitd them. (Laughter). 

Mr. ;JACOB: Yes, sir. PP-rhaps Your 
Excel!enc.y is not aware that I have some 
of those deba.tes and I have been reading 
them. I have tried to get the debates of 
the Jamaica Legislature because I know of 
ce1 tain things that are going on in Jamaica 
which I think should go on here. 

THE CHAIRMAN: What is the hon. 
Member suggesting that this Colony should 
do? 

Mr. JACOB: This Colony should print 
additional copies of the debates and send 
them to the Association for distdbution to 
the oth�r l,e�isl�t�reii, 

Tm; CHAIR.\1AN: That would not 
come within the pul'view of the Empire 
Parliamentary .Association. 

::v.ll'. JACOB: 1 am suggesting that we 
should ask the Associ,ttion to request the 
variou5 Legislatures to send bound copies 
of their debates for the purpose of an 
exchange of debates among the various 
Colonies. 

THE CHAIRMAN: \Ve would have to pay 
a very much lal'gcl' subseription. I think 
I probably know the otlice of the Empire 
Parli;1mentary Association bettcl' than any 
Member . of this Council. I know their 
procedure and I should not be prepa,red 
to make that suggestion to them, except 
:i.s a suggestion coming from the members 
of the 1\.ssociation in this Colony. I am 
not pl'epared to put it fonvard as the 
suggestion of an individual member. The 
hon. Member must be ,iware that copies of. 
the debates are sent to the Association from 
all the Legislatures that are affili:ited to 
the Association, and it rests entirely with 
the Association itself to select from those 
deb,ites what matters it considers are of 
sufficient genernl importance ·to in�lude in 
its journal. V17 e have nothing at all to do 
with that selection. To make the 
Association act as a general exchange of 
Hansard from all the Legislatures is a 
burden which 1 am almost sure it would 
not undertake. 

:Mr. JACOB: I accept what Your 
Excellency has said but I would like to 
point out further that I think and I hope 
that within my time there will be a feclern­
tion of British Guiana and the West 
lndies, and I think we should be aware of 
what is going on in the vVest Indies as a pre­
liminarv to that federation which I think 
would be a very good thing. As a pre­
liminary to that I suggest that those who 
are interested-and I hope the majority 
of the Elected .Members at least are 
interested in this aspect of the work of the 
various Legislatures-would be keen on 
seeing that those debates are circulated, 
and those ,vho have time widl read those 
debates. If the local Association is not 
prepared to re,•.01nmend it and ·your Ex­
cellency would be willing to send forward 
my recommendation-

THE CHAIRMAN: I will not send for­
ward an individual 1'ec0Qlmendation to th� 
,A.sso9i11,tion, 
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Mr. JACOB: I suggest that the local 
Association should considet' it. 

THE CHAIRMAN : That is entil'ely a 
matter for the Association. 

Mr. JACOB : Unless it is put to the 
Association and considered-

THE CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member 
has a perfect right as a member to put it 
to the Association . 

AGRICULTURE, 
Dr. SINGH: I have been in sympathy 

with this Dep;1.rtment for the past 10

years. I felt that the I >epa1·tment should 
be given an opportunity to further re­
organize itself in order to overcome the 
strictures that had been levelled at it from 
time to time in this Council. I regret, 
however, to say that in spite of tlrn in. 
creased expenditure by the Department 
from year to yea,r it hus not made local 
agriculture efficient. The communit)' feels 
that this Department is a burden and is 
asking for some control of its expenditure. 
It is true that it is said that the people 
of this Colony should grow morP food but 
they have been planting cassava, plantains 
and other provisions without the help of 
the Department of Agriculture. The 
Agricultural Superintendents might assist 
in laying out plans, but when it comes to 
showing the people how to plant rice and 
other produce I think they have been doing 
that long before. I think other Members 
will support me when I sa,y that the 
expenditure of this Department is very 
heavy, especially at the present time when 
this great war is on, ,rnd whm1 economy is 
needed. I do hope othet· Members will 
support me. 

:M:r. HUMPHRYS: If the hon. Member 
could point out to the Council ways in 
which the expenditure of the Department 
might be cut clown I c,tn a.8sure him he 
would obtain my hearty support, but he 
has not pointed out a i;ingle item which 
might be reduced. If he c.oulcl do so. he 
would receive my support because I am 
going to urge Government not to incur any 
increased expenditure that could possibly 
be avoided. At the proper time I shall 
give my reasons, of which I think Govern­
ment is well aw,tre. I urge on the hon. 
Member to say what items he thinks can 
be clelet1:1d or · reduced. 

Mr. JACOB:' I intend to coufine my 
remarks on this Department under two 
heads. I will deal with coffee, cattle, 
ground provisions and coconuts together, 
and I will lease rice until a later stage. 
(Laughter), As regards coffee the exports 
for this year up to the end of October were 
10,404 lbs. as against 22,110 lbs. in 1939. 
This industry at one time brought into the 
country roughly $100,000 from other parts 
of the Empire or the world, but all it has 
brought in for the ten months ending in 
October is $791. Various recommenda­
tions lrave been made with regard to help 
that should be given to this industry so 
that at some time coffee should be con­
sidered one of the agricultural products 
bringing money into the Colony, but up to 
the present I do not think anything really 
practical has been done. The result is 
that this industry can be considered as 
pr:tctically gone. It is no use stressing 
the point. The only point I wish to make 
is that the coffee industry can be con­
sidered as practically diminished. 

As regards cattle i here is much scope 
for the development of that industry, but I 
notice that it is also declining. The 
exports of cattle for the 10 months of this 
year were 374 head valued $6,645, as com­
pared with 911 head in 1939 vaJued 
$ l 1,004. Here we have an industry which 
has been going down gradually and con­
sistently during the last 10 or 12 years. 
Steps should be taken to improve tlmt 
industry and I must say that Ce\'tain steps 
have been taken which I hope will be con­
tinued, and that the industry will be put on 
a far better footing sooner or-later. 

· vVith regard to ground provi8ions I do
hope that the experiment that is being
carried on will be ,1 success. I am not
going to say anything more a.bout it. I
have already expressed grnve doubts, at
the last session of the Council, but I wish
and earnestly hope that it will be ,.t success,
and that something better will be estab­
lished later on. I say again that I take
the view that the whole scheme will be a
hopeless failure, but I wish it success.

I will now deal with coconuts, copra and 
oil. Never in the history of this Colony 
have we been placed in the position we 
were in during the last two or three months. 
The exports of copra are being controlled 
in a manner which I think is fairly sa.ti�-
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factory to Government, but very unsatis­
factory to those concerned. The coconut 
industry has been helped all these years, 
but let me use the phrase I have always 
used here in regard to the rice industry-­
the coconut industry h,is been helped down, 
not up. 'l'he comparisons I am goiug to 
make will show how thiR help has 1·esultetl 
in the industry going down and causing 
general dissatisfaction throughout the 
Colony. Instead of conserving oil for the 
use of the Colony, ins'teacl of taking steps 
to see that the needs of the Colony are 
supplied first, what has ha,ppened? 
Although there was a drought the Coprn 
Board thought it best to export all ,miil­
,ible supplies of copra,, oil and coc01rnts, 
with the result tlrnt there ha,s been ii huge 
shortage, and this Colony has had to im­
po1;t oil and copnt from other Colonies in 
the West Indies. 

In the l:ase of coffee and cattle we dill 
not export what we did not have in stock 
in the Colony, but in regard to coprn, oil 
and coconuts I umiutain and wish to 
emphasize that the Bom·d blunderer! so 
ve1·y badly that it exporter! what it did not 
have. 111 the case of copra 1,027 tons 
were exported during the 10 months of 
this year, as against 507 tons in 1939,
double the quantity. In the case of l:OCO­
nuts 287,483 we1·e exported up to the end 
of October this year ,ts compiired with 
253,252 in 1939. The exports of oi.l up to 
October this ymir amounted to 14,980 
gallons vitlued $7,105, as a,gitinst; ::l, 199 
g;tllons v:ilue<l )ji791 in 1939. 

TheRe figures show a lack of apprecia, 
tion of the position in the Colony and 1.i 
genernl lack of foresight on the part of 
those cormected with the Board. I ,int 
not concerned who the members of the 
Board arc, but when the general commun­
ity is facPd with starvntion so fo,r ns oil is 
concerned it is time tlutt sometheng should 
be said, and said very strongly, about its 
management. The result is general dissatis­
faction, and while the figurns might show 
th,it the coconuL industry is progressinl-(, a 
severe setback lms alt·e,idy occurred. I do 
wish to urge on the members of the Bo,ircl 
that more enel'gy be displayed 1111d ,. little 
more time be given to these matters whil:h 
should be viewed from all aspects. 'l'hey 
should not allow one or two persons to 
have their own way. If it is considered 
imtisfactory to export all the copm, ,t 

large number of coconuts and all the oil 
available and then import in order to meet 
local requirements I can only say that I 
feel very dis:tppointed that such a state of 
affair� should lrnve occurred, and I hope it 
will not occur ,tg,iin. The coconut indus­
t1·,v is going to suffel' a severe setback, 1 
have rll',twu Government's 11,ttention to 
those four industries and I do not know 
whethm· any s,itisfactoi·y explanation can 
be given or any assurnnee that it will uut 
occur agn.in. I will resume my sc,tt a,nd 
later on I slrnll say something ,tbout the 
rice industry. 

Mr. SEAFORD: As tJne of the unfot·­
tunate members of this unfortunate Bom·d 
I feel I should say something, ,ilthough I 
::im probably not on the Board to represent 
the various industries referred to by the 
hon. Mernber. To cleal first of all with 
the coffee inclu,;trv I can ,tssm·c the hon. 
Member tlmt th� nmtter was considered 
by tho Bo,ird of Agriculture-

Mr. JACOB : I did not rofot· to the 
Board of Agl'iculture; I t·efoned pn,r­
ticularly to the Coprn Board, but I would 
be pleasetl to hc,ir wluit the hou. l\fomber 
has to say ,ibout ,tgriculture generally as 
a member of the Bo,ird of Agriculture 

Mr. SEAFORD: The m,itter of coffee 
cawe up before the Board of Aariculture 
:md I thought the hon. Member �as refer­
ring to that.. The peculiar thing about 
coffee and scver,il other products such m; 
black-eye peas is that we find tlmt the cost 
of production liere is very much higher 
than in any other plal:e, and it is quite 
impossible for us to export things like 
those in competition with the outside mar­
kets. It might interest hon. Membern to 
hem· that I personally bl'ought some coffee 
here from 'l'rinidad which competes with 
our best coffpe ,mrl is rnthor better, I thiuk, 
and although the duty was 1::l cents per lb. 
I was able to bring it here at a cheaper 
rate than I could buy local coffee. It is 
what is calkrl creole coffee. 

��s regal'ds l:attle I am glad to hear the 
hon. Member say he was pleased to,soe 
Government h,irl taken steps to improve 
the breed. l do uot think ,invone would 
rra,inRay the fact that the breed of milch 
�attlo ·in �lie Colony lu,s considerably im­
pL'oveJ within the la,;t six years, and it is 
improving evel'y d,iy. I think greiit credit 
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is due to the Vetet·inary Surgeon for the 
great interest he has taken, and to the im­
provement made by him and the I lepart­
ment of Agriculture. Government voted 
,L sum of money for experimental work 
with cattle which I hO!Je u:my be of help 
to the Colony generally. Om great bug­
bear here iH ,i lack of clrnimLgP. We are up 
,Lgain:;t something th,Lt they have not got 
in the '"' P�t Indian i,;lu,ndH, and when we 
realize wlrnt dl'>Linagc co�ts per acre wl' 
can ,tpprecia,te that it i:; hound to put up 
the co:;t of overythiug. It i:; a gl'eat hind­
rance to us, antl ,Llthough Government has 
t.tkou steps to improve our <lrnirmgc as best
it can the cost is bound to be great and 
thern will al\\-ays lw n rope around our 
neckH. 

Dealiu« with coconuts I am sorry the 
hon. Mc�lber did not 'give us the months. 
At the beginning of the yc>L r we know tlmt 
expoi·ts were mrLde, but I do not think even 
the crrowers therns<1lves realized what the 

I:> 

effect of the drnught would be on the 
eoconut,; ,Lnd the industry itself. I notice 
tlmt lL :;ltort time ,tgo cxpo,·ts of coconuts 
were 1midc cveu before the effects of the 
drought wt•1·u re,Llizerl. The amount of 
coconuti:; exported for the whole yc;u· was 
:l87 ,000 nuts, whid1 would not prnduce 
wore tliau 30 toni:; of copra. 

.Mr. JACOB: Th,, figures are :;o sn1a.ll 
that l cannot see the forcP of the hon. 
.Member's argumeu t ,Lt nll. 

.Mr. 8.KAFOHD: I 1.Dain\;}Lin tlmt the 
quanity e�ported was so very :;mall that 
it really could not affect the �i tuation at 
all. 

Mr. J'ACOB: I eannot allow a state­
ment like that to go unchallenged. It is 
11101:,t inconuet to Hay that it would not 
affect the :;iLLmtiou. -

Tm, CHAU-I.MAN : H,is the hon. 
Member got the prices? 

:Ylr. JA'JOH: I am not concerned ,tbout 
prices; I ,Lill concemerl about the incon­
venience eam;ed tho public. 

Tm, CHA TB.MAN : It is no use taJk-. 
iug about markets and export,; except you 
consider price:;. 

M1·. JACOB: h it proper for thi,:; 

Colony to import copra and oil from St. 
Lucia? 

Tm, CHAIRMAN : It is not at all 
satisfactory to have a severe drought. 
(Laughter): 

Mr. SEAFORD : It was not realized 
wh,tt the effects of the drought would be. 
,vn know that if a market is once lost it is 
almost impossible to regain it. In some 
businesHes articles are bought from com­
petitors ,it inereased prices in order to 
retitin their customer:;. I would like the 
hon. Member to name the months in which 
those exports were made. It is rather un­
fortunat<• that we should in thi:; Council 
try to bhimo both the Bo,Lrd of Agricul­
ture ,md the Department of Agriculture 01· 
the Ooverument for :L situation over which 
they had absolutPly no cont,·ol, and that ii; 
the drought. 

Mr. JACOB: I have uot blamed the 
Depm·trnent of Agriculture a.t ,ill in regard 
to the exports of coconuts; I blame the 
Copm Bo,ircl. It should not have ex­
ported all the coconuts and copr,L knowing 
full_v well tluLt a drought was on and that 
tbe_v hnd to safeguard supplies fo1: use in 
the Colony, If it is the intention of thti 
Board to "export oil without taking into 
,Lecount future supplies then all I can say 
iR God hnlp us from that Board and people 
of tha,t type. In my own home we could not 
get oi I and we h,td to send to a Rhop and buy 
half a pint at a tio:e for six: cents. The 
price was 11 cent,; per pint and not 12 
cents, but we have no half-cent coins here. 
We had to ,;end a dozen times in order to 
get 6 pints of oil. That happened through­
out the Colony. The shopkeepers had to 
buy oil at 2/- or 3/- per gallon above the 
fixed price, and while they will not admit 
it they had to re-sell it at an increased 
price. A man who wauts a certain article 
will do nnything to get it, and would even 
break the law. ls that not within the 
knowledge of Government? I am con­
cernud about the inconvenience uaused the 
the public, and I think there is inconven­
ience. at the present time with regard to 
oil. This Govenuncu.t i:s not properly in­
formed. vVhethe1· G_overnment takes steps 
to get proper infonnation I do not know, 
but I make the definite :st,ttement that 
Government i,s not properly informed on 
many thing,,; which arc happening in the 
Colony. 
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Mt·. PEER BACCHUS: Fortunately or 
unfortunately I happen to be a, member of 
the Board of Agriculture and also a mem­
ber of the Copra Board which is consti­
tuted by persons who are interested in the 
industry itself and have made investments 
in the coconut industrv. The hon. Mem­
ber has selected figures.for 1940 and 1939, 
the year before the drought and the year 
of the drought. I do not know if he can 
find ,i more suitable vear to make lJOm­
parisons of figures, bii:t even with those 
years he has not proved his lJ,ise. His 
complaint is that the Board exported 
copni. He has not mentioned the month, 
but I think when the Board exported 
coprn there was a surplus stock in the 
Colony. No one could have anticipated 
the effect of the drought. 

Mr. JACOB: I realize that the Board 
could not anticipate anything. 

THJ, CHAIRMAN : 'rl,ey ought to bave 
foreseen the drought! 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: The memben; 
of the Board cannot foresee the wrn.ither 
as well tis the hon. Member for North 
·western. District. He might giv<' us a
forecast of the weather for next year. The
hon. Member admitted that th�re was a
sc:,i,rcity of oil and coconut products and
yet charged Government with indiscretion
in importing copra :inrl oil from ;mother
Colony.

Mr. JACOB: I charged the Board with 
lack of foresight in exporting all it had. 
It afterwards had to import. l'lease do 
not confuse the point. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: The Board 
exported bemiuse it could not foresee the 
drought. For the information of the hon. 
Member I may say that Hince the importn­
tion of oil into the Colonv it has \:een 
sold to the consumel' at the

0 

ra,te fixed by 
Government. For the hon. Member's 
info1·m11tion also I nmy say th,tt there wris 
a sligM U1argin of profit between the im­
port price ,ind the price to the consumm·. 
Simihirly, in the case of copra it was 
imported into the Colony and supplied to 
the U1i11s which ma,nufacture deodorh;crl 
oil at the same pL"ice at which the coeo­
nut producers ( and I am one of them) tolcl 
Government it could not pay them to sell 
it. May I a,sk the hon. Member if that 

was not good business that the Board did? 
I challenge the hon. Member to prove that 
there is any scarcity of oil now in the 
Colony. I think he can get all the oil he 
wants from any retail shop or from the 
mills. Six hundred drums of oil recently 
arrived in the Colony and there is still 
much oil to be had. The Copn1, Board is 
constituted by persons interested in the 
industry who can well take care of them­
selves. I do not think they need any 
assistance or itdvice from the hon. l\·1 ember 
for North ·western District as to how to 
carl'y on their bu:;iness. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I lmd no desire to 
join in this debate ,it this stage, espeei,illy 
:is we have been prowised a further con­
tribution Lv the hon. Member for North 
·western District, but I can hardly allow
some of the statements he has made to go
unchalleuged. I would like fil'st of i,i,11 to
state tlrnt I am not in the s,irne uufqrtu­
nat.e position aH tlw hon. Nfembn for Wes­
tern Berbic.-. l happen not to be a mem­
lier of the Ooprn Board, and perhaps if I
PIT I would be e1Tiug ,dong thl;l lines of 
the hon. Member him�elf. ]fot I hardly 
think I would f;'rr ;ts b,idly as he has done 
because I think the hon. M embe1· will give 
me c1·edit for knowing something about 
buying and selling of oil which is p,irt of 
my business, and I should be able to ex­
press ,tn opinion tts to the reason for a 
shortage or a glut in the markl't in respect 
of any commodity iu which my firm is 
interested. It is all very well rmd fine to 
be wise ,ifter an event, and most of us can 
alw,iys point out ,iny erron;- that might 
have been ma.de here and there when one 
grnsps at details to ,itt,ick ,i policy. Any 
�Iember who attempts to do that starts to 
err from the very Leginning. 

I could not remain in my- seat and allow 
the hon. Member to make the remarks he 
did ,ibout the Board which, in my opinion, 
is doing its best in spite of the very diffi­
cult times it has to htbour under. I do 
not know whether it is the hon. Member's 
view that this Colon? should J1ot produce 
coconuts, rice or bl,iek-eye pea:-; for export. 
In fact I luive heard him over and over 
,igain iu th is Council championing the 
c,iusc of thoHe industries and rmiking com­
parisons of <'Xport figures. To-rhy he 
tells us that we should 11ot export. 
I do not know whether he thinks that 
Government shoulrl hnve stepped in when 
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the Board was rot1.king those shipments 
of copra and prohibited the export. I sub­
roit that he was quite wise iu not making 
such a. suggestion. l must assume that 
when the Boa.rd made the shipments of 
coconuts and copra it was in possession 
of more facts than the hon. Member has 
given the Council to-day. The Board 
must have been satisfied, and thi::1 Govern­
ment must have been satisfied that the 
facts were sufficiently sound to permit the 
export of coconuts and copra. The hon. 
Member must not lose sight of the fact 
that the ({gures he quoted for l 9J0 rehLtts 
to exports under war conditions. I happen 
to know th.it it is the desire of Govern­
ment to retain as much as possible for the 
consumption of the iulrn,bitauts of th'e 
Colony, and if the Boarcl and the Govern­
ment permitted those exports the facts 
must have been against the arguments of 
the hon. Member. 

There is no doubt that there was a 
tempornt·y shortage of oil; everybody 
knows that, hut I submit respectfully that 
the bltLme should not be placed at the 
doors of the Copra Board. I will advise 
the hon. Member to try to make some 
enquiries as to where the blame should be 
laid. I am not here thii\ morning to assist 
him ,in tha.t direction, but I will advise him 
to make enc1uirics before he attaches the 
blame to the Board. I want to rernind 
him that I am not a member of the Board. 
The opinion I am giving the Council to­
day is the result of my own experience as 
a commercial ma.n. n.nd ono who is 
interested directly and indirectly in oil. 

There was one rema.rk made by the hon. 
:Member which surprised me. In fact it 
pained me greatly to hear from the 
hon. :Member that he broke the law and 
paid IL highe1· price for oil, tha.n tlrnt 
fix:ed by Government. One would have 
expected him, an honest inJi vidual respon 
sible to this Government and to the 
community, to have brought such informi�­
tion to the notice of the r.,overnment, 
especially in the�e times when we know­
and I do not know that the hon. Member 
is not aware of it-that it is the desire of 
Government to keep down commodity 
prices at a lev< 1 within the reach of tho 
buying public. Instead of that we find the 
hon. Member encouraging-I can hardly use 
any other word-profiteering by paying a 
hi�her price just to get a poip.t of oil, with-

out passing on the information to the 
proper authol'ity so that action might be 
taken to protect the unfortunate individ­
mils whom the hon. Member himself has 
thP honour to represent. I was pained 
and shocked to hear tluit statement bv the 
hon. Member. (Laughter). 

Mr. JACOB: Let me col'l'ect the hon_ 
l[ember right away. vVhateve1· I have 
stated here I never went so fat· as to �ay 
that my family broke the la.w. I stated 
clearly that we had to buy oil in half pint 
lots, paying the extra price for buying in 
halves. The 'price was 11 cents per pint, 
and buying in half pints we had to pay an 
extra half-cent, and as there is no half-cent 
coin in the Colony we had to pay 6 cents 
fot· a half pint. By p,Lying the additional 
price we got what we wanted, and Govel'n­
ment permits one to buy in half pints. 
Even if I did exceed the margin it does not 
matter a ro,Y of pins to me; my conscience 
is clear. The clock has struck, and when 
we resume after lunch I shall have some­
thing more to say about it. 

The Committee adjourned fot· the 
luncheon recess until :l p.m. 

2 p.m. 

Mr. LEE attended. 

�lr. JACOB: When the Committee 
adjouruod-

1\fr. DE AGLJL'\B: May I remind the 
hon . .\fomber that I was on my feet. I do 
not know whethe1· he wants to carry on 
with imother speech. He ha� intel'!'upted 
me before and, perhaps, I may give him an 
opportunity to in�rnpt me again. 

lVfr. JACOB: I was actually on my 
feet when the adjournment was taken. 

Tm: CHAIR�lAN: If the hon. Mem­
ber wishes to continue lie may do so. 

Mr. JACOB: When the Committee 
adjourned I was replying to certain incor­
rect conclusionR al'l'ivecl at by the hon. 
Member for Central Demerara (lVIr. 
De Aguiar). 

.\11·. DE AGU[AR: I am sorry to inter 
rnpt the hon. Member, but I want to afford 
him an opportunity of correcting me 
becaq�e ! h,aye �uite � lo� Qf inQon·eQ� 



6l Estimates, 1 !J41 5 DECE�lBER, 1\:)40. -Agriciilture 6::l

information to furnish this Council. If 
he waits until I have ·done so he would 
have an opportunity to reply. I mention 
that so as to sttve the time of the Council. 
I do not know afte1· hearing that if he 
wi8hes still to continue. 

Mr. JACOB: I }1JU not Sf1ying that my 
hon. friend deliberntelv tried to twist what 
I stated, but I made· it specifically clear 
that there was such a shortage of oil in the 
Colony that corrnumers could not gi>t mo1 e. 
than ,L half-pint from cPrtain retftilers of 
oil and to get a week's supply certain per­
sons had to purchftSe a half-pint at a time 
the1·eby having to pay the difference in 
price consequent on thel'e being no hnlf­
cent coin in circulation iu the Colony. 

'I'HE CHA 1RMAN : A differnuce of one 
cent! 

�Ir. JACOB: Yes; the price was eleven 
cents per pint and one had to pay six. cents 
fo1· a half-pint. My family had that prnc­
tical experience, and I give that to my hon. 
friend to think about. I went on further 
to sny that shopkeepers were deliberately 
infringing the law, because in ordel'. to 
please cu8tomers they had to enter into 
private anangement with sc1llers of oil for 
a drum at their own price and they were 
able to get the irwreased co8t from the co11-
sumers. It is not my busiuess to go 
al'Ound as it private detective in the matter. 
On the few occasions that I have fLCte<l as 
a private detedi ve, I regret to say, I 
obtiLined no encouragement from Govern­
ment to coutinue. I propose to nmke cer­
tain definite statements here nnd lflave 
them to this Council to ,tcrn�pt 01· treitt 
otherwise. I may bfl wrong and do not 
have 1t proper conception of my duty ns an 
Elected Member of this Council, but 1 
think the time Im� ani ved for me to spenk 
pl.ninly am! cl.early to c:ert<Lin EllJc:ted 
Memhers of thiK Council so :1s to trv and 
conect their view-point,. My hon. friend 
is in the habit of trying to, confuse things 
in orrler to make out to the public tlmt I 
,tm wrong, ,rnd I do ,tsk him not to 
att-empt to do that in the future. I ask 
him ,ts a speeial fa,your to put things fail'ly 
a11C.l �quarely if not the busines!l of this 
Couucil would be prolonged. I ;;aid noth­
ino- this morning to show tlmt I broke the 
la; or as he put it-I aided in breaking 
the law. 'I'hat may be so in so far as the 
opinion of the ho�. Member js <,oncerned, 

I shall listen verv carefullv to what he hai:: 
to say, and if the oppo�:tunity presents 
it:self for me to reply I will do so. 

As regards the remarh of the hon. 
�fember for Western Berbice (Mr .. Peer 
Bacchus) who, I am sorry, is not here, he 
made two definite staternent8-that there 
is 110 shortage 'of oil ,it the present time, 
and that customer8 CML get all tlw_v wnnt. 
I think I mn l'igM in sr1yi11g th,tt )ip said 
there is a surplus. He JOftde the ful'ther 
8tate1m>nt t,hat the Copra Board in import­
ing oil ,tnd coprn fur lo<.:,tl consumption 
rn,tde a profit. I am not in a position to 
clrnllenge the latter st,ttement aR I ·hav1• not, 
Jrn,d any information, but T "·ould like to 
enquire whether import <luty had been 
paid on that oil ,u1rl coprn and whether 
the overhead charge8 were 11dded KO as to 
arl'ivc at a prope1· ]Jrofit margin. He made 
the definite stntement that 80mebody was 
making profit, and I would like that 
clarified. As regards the fit·st statement 
tlmt there is an adequate supply of oil 'in 
the Colony, I desire to 8ay tlrnt is not 
conect from the infonnation I have 
received. During the adjournment I took 
the opportunity to ring up Messrs. 
\¥i,�ting and Richto1·, Ltd., and spPak to 
n'Ir. Chaprrnu1 who looks after the sale H,nd 
distribution of edible oil fol' that fil'm. He 
told we over the telephone that on the 
l::lth .November he had instructions whi<.:h 
were circulated to all the branches of the 
firm that customern were oulv to cret two 

•' 0 pints of oil at a tiuw, mid on the 20th of 
the sitme mouth the qum1tity wa8 reduced 
to one pint be<.:ause they ,feared there
would be a shortage. UI' to to-day they 
are not selling more than one piut at 
a ti1ue to cust.omern. That is tl1l' info1·­
rnation I got t.l1rough the telephone from a 
responsible member of the staff of Mess1·s. 
Wioting :rnd Richter, Ltd. I. wish 
my hon. friend h,vJ bPen in his sen.t 
to contrnrlict that inforomtion aml 
confit·m tltP statC'rncnt that he had 
mn.clc. I go furthp1· and s,ty that I 
was told during tho arljournwont; that 
011 :::laturda_v morning when a customp1• 
wont to one of the brnuclie8 of M essrn. 
vVioting nud H.icl1tt>1·, Ltd., arnl askt•d for oil 
he was told th,�t thern waH no oil avaihbl1-,. 
Whether the stntement is correct or uot 
that there is an adequate �uppl_v of oil I do 
not know, and perhaps that rnernber of 
the Copra Board knows better, but I do
protest against Elected MeIP.,bers gettin�
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up here and talking things of which they 
know very little or nothing. The hon. 
Member went on to say-I am sorry I 
have to refer to this-that the Copra 
Board is better off without me on it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I have no recollec­
tion of tlie hon . .Member saying that. 

Mr. JACOB: I think, he said they did 
not want my advice on the Copra Board. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I think, he said 
they did not need your advice. 

Mr. JACOB: I make that statement 
subject to conection. I have never tried 
to get on the Copra Board. I speak very 
little about the coconut and copra industry 
in this Council because I am not properly 
informed about it. (Hear ! Hear ! !) .But 
I have been properly informed recently 
about the oil situation, and I have 
attempted to compare the exports with 
the imports with respect to that 
commodity. It should not be imported 
and I lay the blame for that on the Copra 
Board and no one e'lse. If my hon. friend, 
the Member for vVestern Berbice, thought 
my criticism was too l1arsh, that is a 
matter for him, but he must take some of 
the responsibility for the mess in which this 
Colony has been for some time and is at 
the present time in respect of its fiupply of 
edible oil. I£ it is considered satisfactory 
that customers cannot get what they want 
-though I admit that it is w,Lr-time and
it is possible for that to occur-and if that
is going to be one of the ple,ts of Govern­
ment and Government is going to support
the argument of the hon. ,Member
for Western Berbice, then I am s0l"l'V for
what the future is going to be. I think I
have made it perfectly cle,tr tlmt what I
do ask of hon. Members is to represent
things properly to this Council ,md to give
correct information here. I do not know
whether my hon. friend wanted to att!tck
me, but I consider• it a personal attack.
If his statement had been correct I would
not have replied in the way I did, but I Jo
ask him that when he is attempting to 
contradict ,tnother Elected Member iu thiR 
Council, ,it least for cohesion and cu­
opei-ation, he should be Yet'}' certain of liiH
facts.

Mr. Di; AGUIAR: I do not know wliat 
is the opinion of hon. Members of this 

Council who have been following the 
debate since this Council has gone into 
Committee, but it does seem to me that 
the privileges of speaking in Committee 
are being slightly abused. I refer par­
ticularly to the frequent interruptions by 
the hon. Member for North Western Dis­
trict (Mr. J aeob ), and I venture to suggest 
to him that if this Council was not in 
Committee he would not have attempted 
on the severnl occasions that he has done 
so since this Council is in Committee to 
rise from his seat every time a Member 
makes a statement, which apparently does 
not reach his point of view, in an en­
deavour to impress this Council as to what 
he thought he meant to say and in fact did 
not sav. I would advise him, whilst it is 
true tl1at hon. Members have the privilege 
of speaking as often as they like on a pa1·­
ticular subject when the Council is in 
Committee, that it would come with better 
gnice if the hon. Member makes a few 
notes while another :Member is Sp!:]aking, 
and when that Member has finished his 
contribution he then rises to correct what 
appears to him at the time to be a mistake 
or misinterpretation of what he thought 
he did say. I am glad, however, that 
whatever I do say seems to confuse the 
hon. Member and, perhaps, prompt him to 
interrupt; but whatever I say cannot be 
validly challenged by the hon. ;\I ember for 
N 01·th vVestern District because I am 
alwavs sure of the facts, and facts are hard 
things. 

Let us get down to what actually 
occurred in the case of copra. I am going 
to forgive the hon. Member for what he 
said because he has himself admitted that 
he knows very little about the copra or 
coconut industry, yet he has attempted in 
the same breath to claim to know some­
thing about the shortage of oil. I am pre­
pared to show tlmt he knows nothing 
11,bout the subject which he has attempted 
_to bring before the Council this morning 
In atteni'pting to make out a case against 
the Copra Board the hon. Member has 
produced figures without reason, giving 
the exports of copra from this Colony in 
Hl39 ,tnd l 9-W. I think he quoterl the 
figun'H for l \J39 as 510 tons and for 1940 
�omething over 1,000, tou� ,Llld by a simple 
mathematical calculation he arri vecl ,d; the 
co11clusion that because tl,e Board ox ported 
1,000 tons the short-age · of oil resulted. 
Those arc 11ot facts tliat thu jJeople who 
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know the industrv will countenance at all. 
I want to tell the hon. Member that I a.m 
not a member of the Copra. Board, and I do 
not take part in their discussions. I know 
nothing of wh,1t takes place on the Board, 
but I am ,t commercial man and I h,we 
some experience and knowledge of the sub­
ject. Iu fact ·I hope that what I shall 
tell the lion. J\1cmber will make him 
appre.ciate the efforts of tlic Board more 
than he seems to do so fa1·. 'l'he price of 
copra was very low last year. The a.verage 
price was between £10 and £1 Ll0s.6tl. 
per ton. From the very book the hon. NJ em­
ber quoted his figures lie would find th,1,t 
to be a fact. The :Soard had gone to 
the trouble of going into the matter 
thoroughly. It was consillered a very low 

. pl'ice and as ,t result only 51 0 tons of 
coprn were exported in 1939. At the end 
of tha.t yeiu the Boa.rd found themselves 
with a hea.vy carry-over stock. That 
was to be expected if they only shi PlJed 
510 tons that vear. Just about the 
,:fl.me time-mid tl{is is where the tlifl-iculty 
actmilly arose--the Demerara Uake and 
Oil Mills, Ltd.,were also the holders of large 
stocks of oil and therefore were not buyers 
oE copra. The Demerara Cake and Oil 
Mills, Ltd., were the largest buyers of copra 
in the Colony. The Board was naturally 
faced with the ditliculty of lrn.ving a, large 
quantity of copra on lrnnd belonging to 
producers which, if not sold, would result 
in loss to them. Something had to be 
done in order to relieve the �ituation, 
which went even further than thn.t. The 
Demernra Cake and Oil Mills, Ltd., them­
selves during the er.rly -part of this year 
sold very little oil and also became anxious 
over the situation. Apart from the fact 
that they were carrying lal'ge stocks, as 
very clever businessmen, as I know them 
to be, they could not commit themselves to 
the purchase of a further quantity of copra 
in view of the slow sales of the finished pro­
duct, and I hiwe re,ison to believe that 
thev informed the Boa.rd tbat thev were 
not· in a position to purchase any· copra 
from them. 'l'he Board had then to 
take steps to relieve thernselvcR of 
their stoeks, which were losing weight. 

I 1.im informed Llint during that pc•ri od the 
total purclrn�t·s in the Colony were onl�, about 
:.IL) t 011s of <:01•rn. l quote tlmt figuru l,ecausc 
J ,rnnt, tlw hon. :\1.ernbei· to apprcci,tte the 
differeuce het"'eca th(\ purchase of 30 tous 
uf cuprn for tlie mauufaeture of oil tu this 

Colony and the export of 1,000 tons which 
took place subsequently. Faced with that­
situation the Board had a duty to the pro­
ducers to perform, and they enquired as to 
what prices could be obtained for the 
copra in their possession. B_etween March 
and June they were able to obtain a 
favourable price. I am going to invite the 
lion. Member to look at the book from 
which he wns quoting, and he will there see 
that the price obtained hy the Board was 
£13 per ton, an increase in one instance of 
£3 per ton and in ,mother instance of 
neitrly £2 per ton, thereby benefiting the 
producers. 

I know where the hon, Member has 
erred. I think it is the same reason why 
he erred so far as his own persona:1 // 
interest was concerned. Had he the fore­
sight then as he has not to-day, he would 
not be paying the high price for oil for use ·t:, 
in his household but would have secured the 
oil a,t the low prices then prevailing. It did 
not then occur to him that there would be a 
shortage of oil. He probably felt as all of us .­
who have studied this Colony that the June � 
rains would come, the coconut trees would 
bloom and there would be a plentiful supply 
of nuts. That did not happen, and in the 
meantime sales were made at remunerative 
prices. ·where the hon. Member h,is also 
erred, is that although the sales were actually 
made between February and March the _. 
shipments did not get away until either 
in May or June. By that time the rains 
did not come, and the hon. Member says, 
perhaps in his judgment quite rightly, the 
Board should not have shipped the copra. 
He never stopped to think that the actual 
sales were made before June and only the 
shipments were being made then. But again 
the shipments were made under what 
conditions ? Conditions I have previously 
described.-no local market. The only 
remunerative market was closed. Every­
hodv knows that the local market is the 
onl3; remunerative market to the producer. 
If the hon. Member does not. know that, I 
would tell him that the copra-producer 
obtains a better price for his product when 
the Deroeram C,tke and Oil Mills, Ltd., can 
take all he can produce. It is only when 
it has to be exported that his :.i.verage price 
falk 

I am very fond of criticism, but I lilrn 
collstrnctive eritieism. I would l11Lve pre­
ferred the hon Member for North vVe:;tern 
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Dist1·ict tell this Council or this 
Government what should be doue to 
remedy such unfortunate circumstances 
that we had to go through. vVe know 
there was a shortage of oil. It is regrettable. 
I know that to mv own cost. There was a 
serious shortage· of oil, but there were 
reasons. It seems to me that the 
hon. Member may have advised Govern­
ment that in the light of the experience 
resulting out of this shortage Government 
may now carefully examine the relationship 
between the copra-producer, the coconut­
grower-who are both mot·e or less one 
and the same party-the crude oil-maker 
and the refined oil manufacturer. I think 
this is the time when Government ought 
to be able to obtain very useful information 
that will be of considerable benefit to the 
industrv as a whole. But we must not 
look at "the industry from the top end of 
it -the refined oil end-though we may 
perhaps start there. Personally I would 
prefer to see the start made at the bottom 
end-the coconut-producers' end-and the 
industry followed right through to the 
copra-producers, the crude oil makers and 
up to the refined oil manufacturers. I 
know that the crude oil position is the 
hat·dest part to solve. 

Speaking fot· myself I have acquired 
quite a lot of information, and as ' 
a result of that I have arisen to 
plead with the officers of Government, 
who have also acquired a lot of infor­
mation as the result of the shortage. 
It is one of those things, I venture to 8ug­
gest where out of evil may come good. I do 
not know what steps Government took to 
relieve the aituatiou, but we have he�u·d 
that the Board have imported oil. Of 
course they were right to d11 so, I did not, 
however, understand the hon. Member in 
the course of his criticism to say that the 
Boat·d 01· Government had no right to 
import the oil. I hope that is not so. If 
he did, then I have so met bing more to say. 
Faced as we were with the situation as 
existed at the time-very little or no 
edible oil in the Colony--it seems that 
either the Government or the Board acting 
under instructions from the Government 
were bound to impo,·t edible oil for the 
needs of the inhabitants oE this Colony. 
It was a duly they owed to the consuming 
public. I do nut think, however, the hon. 
Member ever meant that the Board or 
Goverument should not import oil in those 

circumsbnces. I am very glad to be able 
to say that up to the present the hon. 
Member for North w·estern District has 
not interrupted me in my rem,uks. It 
mav well be that he is unable to do so. I 
sh;ll even make this statement, that if he 
desires to have all I have said confirmed, 
he should be able to set about outaining 
the confirmation himself. 

Mr. JACOB: I did not interfere with 
my hon. friend because there was no 
necessity to do so. I have a distinct 
recollection that before the adjournment 
was taken he had finished talking on the 
subject and I had got up to reply. He 
has now put a different cotnplexion on the 
deb1Lte by stating that he did not finish 
then. At about 12.28 o'clock he stopped 
speaking and took his seat. I did not 
interrupt him at all. I then got up and 
said that 1 would reserve what I had to 
S,Ly until after the adjournment. It was 
very interesting to listen to the statements 
made by the hon. i.\T ember in regard to 
copra. But what has he got to say 
about oil ? He studiously left that out. 
In 193() the Board exported 2,199 gallons 
of oil valued at $971, and up to October 
31, in 1040 the amount was 14,980 gallons 
valued $7,105. I am not prepared to go in­
to all the things stated by him, but if you 
exa,mine his statements carefully it would 
be seen tha,t he prefaced them with " I 
understand" or "I have been told." The 
hon. Member is not a member of the Boa.rd 
n,nrl therefore his stiitements cannot be 
taken as definite or authentic. 

:Mr. DE AGUIAR : I am sorry I have 
to rise again, but I must invite the hon. 
Member's attention tLgain to what arc facts. 
He has not said it and so has left the 
Council with the understanding that the 
_figures he quoted there for oil are those for 
refined oil. If that is so, I would like to 
tell the hon. Member that he is not correct. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I do not know 
whether it would be too rash a conclusion 
to draw the inference that the hon. Mem­
bet· for North ·western District desit-es to 
transform this hall into a lecture-room 
for the benefit of his fellow Electives. 
I would remind the hon. Member that in 
order to obviate the necessity for what 
h,LS just taken place-recrimination be­
tween two hon. Members of the Elec­
tive Section-I had addressed to each 
Elected Member a circular asking him to 
meet priv,:i,tely ip. conference i11 ordei· to
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decide what the method of approach in 
this debate should be in. regard to Esti­
mates. Unfortunately the hon. Member 
for North Western District has not 
replied to that circular. 

I was rather interested to hear the 
hon. Member for Georgetown North ( M 1·. 
Seaford) say that one of the difficulties of 
the agricultural community is the cost of 
production. Increased production by local 
agriculture appears to me, and I submit 
that it would so appear to hon. Members 
of this Council, to be a vital question in 
the needs of the Colony. If that is so, I 
would ask the Board of Agriculture to see 
whether they cannot increase the con­
fidence of the agricultural community by 
making agriculture a more payable propo­
sition. The hon. Member for Georgetown 
North htughs. There are several sug­
gestions tlrnt I can throw out, suggestions 
not only confined to this particuhtr part of 
the hemisphere but of a much wider con­
sequence and wider avenues of approach. 
There u.re several treatises on the cost of 
production in a,griculture. In the United 
Kingdom for instance it has been dis­
covered that the fiscal policy should be 
one which should relieve the agric1,1ltural 
cominunity in the way of rates. The exist­
ing fiscal policy of this Colony lays an undue 
burden, I submit, on agriculture. Then 
there are recognised principles of approach 
by which farming can be made indeed more 
at-tractive to those who are concerned with 
t,hc indu�try. Ma,y I ask the hon. Mem­
ber, who is a member of the Board of 
AgricultuL"e, whether the Board of Agri­
culture has considered such legislation as 
obtains in the United Kingdom-the 
Agriculture Wages Acts, thP- Agriculture 
Holdings Acts-and whether those Acts 
can be applied to this Colony or not? It 
seems to me that the high taxation which 
has to be met out of the poor return from 
the ]about' on the land is the whole c,wse 
or one of the root causes of the failure of 
the agricultural policy in this Colony. 

I quite agree with the hon. Member for 
Central Demerara (Mr. De Aguiar) when 
he suggests that now is the time to con­
sider the advisability of co-operative 
nrnrketing schemes in dealing with the 
coconut indu�try. I think that should be 
gone into very c)osely and ca1:efully by the 
Board of Agriculture. The difficulties of 
the Board are no doubt [1.ggravated by cer-

tain individuals' disinterestedness in com­
munal life, and I have no hesitatiou in 
saying that the position is agg1·avated for 
personal gain. Those persons are known 
to Government, and all one can do is to 
ask Government to act, and that strongly, 
for the benefit of the community. That is 
one of the great obstacles of the Board of 
Agriculture and certain other Boards and 
I epartments in this Colony. There is 
quite a lot one can say in detail but I 
think, and I ventul'e to suggest, that if the 
Bon.rd of Agriculture adopts the line 
envisaged we may get a little further in 
obtaining that increased produetion which 
this Colony desires and will thrive by. 

'the hon. ::yfernber for Georgetown North 
seems to think that the reduction of rates 
or giving of loans as suggested may lead to 
financial disaster. To that I do not sub­
scl"ibe. There is, perl1aps, another matter • 
which tlie bou. Member may consider and 
that is whet.her by a reduction of the tax­
ation on those areas under productive 
cultivation, it may propel the unculti­
vated areas in10 cultivation, it would 
not be an inducement to those persons 
who leave their lands unfallowed and 
untilled if they can get relief from taxation 
through tilling the land. 

Mr. SEAFORD: The hon. Member has 
attempted to make suggestions to the ,. 
Board of Agriculture in this Council. I 
am suggesting that with his vast know­
ledge of agriculture he might have sent 
in that information to the Board of Agri­
culture, as I am sure they would have 
immediately attempted to the utmost of 
their ability to follow it up. But when he 
says a fiscal policy can reduce the cost of 
agriculture, I am at a tomplete loss to 
know what he is gE>tting at. I wonder if 
the hon. Member is aware that Govern­
ment does everything it can to promote 
agriculture at the present time. J ioes he 
realize that fertilizers come in at a reduced 
import duty, that agricultural implements 
come in free? Is he aware that Govern­
ment allows the rice people to get petrol 
duty free for use in ploughing their lands? 
It so often happens in this Couucil that 
hon. Members come here absolutely 
ignorant of their facts. 

The hon. Member also speaks about the 
taxes on the land. ·what are those taxes 
for in the majority of cases? Does he 
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realize that the ta:r is for drainage and 
irrigation? Must the rest of the com­
munity be, asked ,to pay for the d1·ainage 
and irrigation of certain dist1·icts? Is 
that done in any pal't of the world? 
Whatever you do or gl'Ow, ought it 
not to be self-supporting? If all agri­
culture here has to be subsidized it 
means bankruptcy. Does the hon. Mem­
ber kno,v what happens as regards loans 
to a.grieulturists? I wonder if he knows 
anything about the Pomernon Dis•rict? 
I wonder if he 1·ealizes how much loans are 
given out by Government in val'ious parts 
of the Colony? It is a risk to lend c,n

grnwing crops. It is done to a certain 
extent with rice by lundowners at a very 
high rnte of inten•:;t, and that is the com­
phtint that comes in continuously. I do 
not think he can say that this Government 
01· the Board of Agl'iculture has not been 
out of its way to see in what way it can 
possibly help in promoting agriculture 
either by loans .or by assisting in the 
various dutie,, au import tax or things like 
that. But, as I said before, where you 
have got to fight against drainage and 
irrigation problems such as we have in 
this Colony and which are ever present 
with us, it is very ditlieult for the land to 
produce a low p1·ice crop to compete 
successfully with other places which have 
not that bu1·de11 to bear the whole time, 

Mr. C. V. WJGHT: I am perfectly 
awi;Lre of the relief mentioned by the hon. 
Member. I did not int,·nd to mention any­
thing about the Pomeroon Flood llelief 
Loan but the hon. Member has brought it 
out. The reason why I did not intend to 
d,) so was beeause I had already indicated 
to this Council that dl'tails would be 
omitted from what I had to say. As the 
hon. Member has mentioned the Pomernon 
Relief Bill--

Mr. SEAFuRD : I do not think I 
mentioned anything ab,,ut Pomeroon 
Relief Bill. I referred to Pomeroon and 
ot h, r districts of the Colony where loans 
have been given for agriculture. 

?lfr. C. V. WIGHT : I am referring to 
the Pomeroon Relief Loan. I may point 
out to the hon . .Member that answen have 
been given by Government to we in this 
Council relative to that very loan. Those 
answers I propose followiug up, as 1 am 
not saying tlrnt tlie higher officials of this 
Government are unaware of the facts, but 

I am saying that tl,ey have been wrongly 
advised and time will tell the tale. 

I would also like to point out to the 
hon. Member that I also intend to 
enquire in this Council why the Colonial 
Development Act, and on whose recom­
mendation it wiped out certaiu loans, 
including one fo,· $191,000 odd which 
was given to the sugar estates and 
of which 1 have given notice. Why 
that sum should be wiped out by the 
Colonial Development Act and the lol).ns 
to farmers iu the Pomeroon should 
not also be wiped out, it is difficult to 
understand. Perhaps there is an answer 
and the hon. Colonial Secretary will give· 
us it, as I have no doubt there must be an 
answer. It is just these liLtle details I 
would rather not de:tl with fo public. I 
rather that they be dealt with in my own 
way, but my hon. friend has given me the 
opportunity of dealing with them openly. It 
is in relation to that sort of fiscal policy 
to which reference has been made by me. 
Why there should be this discrimination, 
it is difficult to understand. Perhaps the 
Colonial Development Act and �he recom­
mendation for wiping out loans under that 
Act were not nmde by this Government. 
We can only trust, if that is so, that con­
sideration was carefolly given and the 
recommendation made on that considera­
tion. I am quite aware that I am not an 
" expert " in agriculture, but I would like 
to point out to the hon. Member that I do 
read and read considerably outside wy own 
sphere of activities, which is the law. It 
is to that fact I direct hie attention. I 
have written volumes to Government, and 
the hon. Colonial Secretary, wbo I see 
smiling, will no doul.,t substantiate the 
fact that the very minimum is a letter per 
day I send to Government. I do not intend 
Government to- think that all the sugges­
tions I make are worthy of consideration, 
nor do I intend Government to think that 
they are all worthy of being rejected. 

Mr. JACOB: I do not want to enter into 
the controversy which has arisen between 
the two hon. Members who have just 
spoken. I would just like to remind mv 
hon. friend, rhe Member for Westeri.i 
Essequebo, that as regards the letter he 
wrote to hon. Members I have al ways been 
in favou,· of meeting together and discuss­
ing mat.tern couccrning the business of 
the Council. He ha� waJc reference to it 
at the last meeting of the Council and 
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again to-day. I would like to enquire of 
him why he did not attend the meetiug 
called by the hon. Colonial Secretary for 
last Saturdav and where he was when the 
letter was a;tually sent to him. The hon. 
Member knows perfectly well that I would 
al ways co-operate towards that end, and it 
is therefore no use his repeating in this 
Council that he had circulated a lettAr and 
the hon. Member fot· North Western Dis­
trict did not reply. I commend the hon. 
Member fot· making one or two a.ttempts, 
but fou,· or five years ago I made three un­
�uccessful attempts to get hon. MemberB 
meet. I even carried the matter tL stage 
further and asked them to form two 
parties because it is impossible to get 
the Electives to agree on any uniform 
policy. My hon. friend was asked to join 
one of the parties and when the paper was 
put to him to sign he refused. 

Mr. SEAFOB,D : I would like to let 
the hon. Member for WeHtern Essequebo 
know that I rather deal with things in 
public than in his own way. 

Mr ... WALCOTT: I have with great 
patience listened to the various speakers 
and their criticisms and personalities. I 
T have no intention to be personal, but it 
is to my mind unfortumtte when hon. Mem­
bers level criticism at Government they do 
not produce something that will be helpful 
instead of always offering destructive criti­
cism. The Agricultural IJepartment has 
alw11ys had my greatest sympathy though, 
perh,1ps, not as much as the farmers; both 
of them, howeve.r, do recei1•e very great 
sympathy from me. The Agricultural 
Department has done good work, but it is 
impossible for a worlmmn to work pro­
pel'ly without proper tools If any blame 
is to be levelled for the lack of improve­
ment in agt·iculture, tha.'t blame I am 
afraid bas got to belevelled at Govern-

� ment and uot at the Department. I 
am not speaking about the present 
administration because Your Excel­
lency has not been here long euough 
to inaugurate schemes fut· the irrig11tion 
and drainage of agricultural lauds. ·when 
I say irrigf1tion and drainage, I mean 
proper irrign,tion and dr.,inage. Tt is high 
time that the matter be taken in hand 
seriously. vVe have at one period of the yeur 
drought and ,�t another time floods, :,,nd so 
it has been going on Lo my knowledge for 
the last 20 years and nothing serious has 

been done by Go�ernment to try and im­
pruve that condition. Year after year 
people plant crops which they do not reap. 
As regards the weather conditions which 
have existed within the last year and a 
half they have been extraordinary. It was 
impossible to get anything to grow on 
account of that. With the exception of a 
few weeks this year there hall been no rain 
since August, 1939. As I said before we 
have to tackle this question in a big way. 
I think you are about to do it now, if 
what I have heard outside this Council is 
correct. I would earnestly ask you to try 
and get something done if you have the 
means at your disposal, as I understand 
you have from the Colonial Development 
Vote given by the Imperial Government. 

As regards the question of copra, I 
regret to hear from my hon. friend on my 
left (Mr. Jacob) the criticisms levelled at 
the Board. One should think that these• 
Boards are paid bodies. The work 
they do very often make a great demand 
on the members' time anq members actually 
lose money by sitting on them. It seems, 
therefore, manifestly unfair to aim such 
critieism at them as has been done by my 
hon. friend on my left, and I hope this 
is the last time I slmll have the misfortune 
to listPn t•• such criticism. With regard 
to what h,1s happened in connection wi,h 
the shortage of edible oil, I was away for 
th, ee months but on my return I was 
immeuin tely ,1ttacked from all sides about 
it. It seems to roe, Your Excellency, 
that you may give some further considera­
tion to the price. I know that before I 
went away tlw Demerara Cake and Oil 
Mills, Ltd., were unable to si?ll their oil 
and they therefore st0pped buying copra, 
as they ha.d a large stock of oil on hand. 
Oil is ,1 product that you cannot keep for 
an unlimited time; it haa to be sold 
while comp,tr,,tively fresh. The Company 
therefore had to stop buying copra for 
the manufacture of oil, and further the dry 
weather made it very difficult for the 
coconut-growers to get the same returns 
as they would under normal conditions. 
I am -tfrnirl that next year it is going to 
be even worse. Perhaps Your Excellency 
does not know that it takes a year from 
the ti me a coconut tree flowers to the 
time the fruit is ripe for reaping, and there­
fore I can foresee-I am not a proJ_thet 
but speak from experience-it is going to 
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be more difficult in that direction than 
this year has been. 

The importation of oil was a necessity, 
but you have to include in your delibern­
tious tt fixed price. You must consider 
the producer a.s well as the consumer and, 
I think, sufficient consideration has uot 
been given to the'producers' end. Maybe 
Your Excellency has been misinformed on 
the subj--ct and so thinks that the coconut­
growers are making u, lot of money. I_ 
kuow what it costs to produce coconuts. 
If you keep your plantation in proper con­
dition, I can as,ure Your Excellency that 
a price of $6 or $7 per 1,000 would only 
mean a loss to the producer of coconuts­
that is if he keeps his property in order, 
and he cannot keep his property in order 
all the tirne at a loss. Therefore by set­
ting a standard price to the consumer that 
is too low you will interfere with the ulti­
mate production of coconuts, and I appeal 
to Your Excellency to give very serious 
eonsideration to that. I have now 
no personal interest in 1 he industry : 
If you reconsider the fixing of the 
price-I am speaking of the wholesale 
price - on such a basis as to give the pro­
ducer a fair profit whilst not loading the 
consumer to any greAt degree, I think it 
would stop all this acrimoniou,; discu8sion 
which is goi g on throughout the Colony 
at the present time. Coming back fresh 
from a country where you don't hear 
that, it seem� to me most unfortunate to 
have the constant bickering between one 
side and another and criticisms being 
levelled all around-destructive criticism 
and no constructive or helpful cl'itici�m. 

As regards coffee, I have heard my hon. 
friend on my left (Mr. Jacol>,) talk about 
very low prod�ction and dwindling export. 
-\fost of the coffee produced here went to 
Scandinavian ports, and even if you had 
coffee to export at the present time you 
would find no market for it. 'Ihe consider­
able drop in production as well as no ex­
port is due first of all bo the floods of 1934, 
and also to the low prices ruling. Some 
time ago when there was a discussion on 
this nmtter and my hon. friend, the M em­
ber for North ,v esteru Distriet, asked for 
a Committee to enquire into the industry 
11nd try to help it, I felt then that the 
iudustry needed help bu/- n"t of the kind 
that he thought, and that was ftctual 
financial assistance. The farmers had a 

lot to do with the present situation. They 
never attempted to produce cleaner coffee 
and a class of coffee that would find a 
market at a fair price in competition with 
the cheap West African coffee. Until 
they do that they will ouly h,tve a limited 
deLJland for their product, and at the 
present time it i,; li111ited onl_v to tHe loca.t 
market. If they produce another 100 
tons of coffee it would have to be used in 
the Colony as there is no market for it at 
any priee iu Canada or the United States. 
I do not think we ever shipped any 
Liberian coffee to Euglaud, but we did 
ship a certain amount to Carmela and that 
coffee had to be hand-picked in George­
town because it was uor. propedy eleane<l 
at the mill. Hand-picking, as you may 
imagine, costs a lot of moucy, Govern­
ment can h�lp in that direction by placing 
proper 1mwhine,; in the v,u·ious coffee 
di,tricts for the people to take their pods 
to be properly cleaned a.nd made ready for 
UlMketing. They would tlteu get two 
cents per pound more. I do not want to 
go iuto details because I do not wish to 
delay the Council too long. 

Coffee, as you know, has an import duty 
of I 6 ceuts per lb. in this Colony. Un­
fortunatic,ly the Colony cannot produce 
th,Lt grade of coffee that can be appre­
t:iated here iustea.d of the imported pro­
duct. It would be surprising to know 
that a good many of the people here a're 
buying coffee imported from America and 
paying four times the pl'ice that they 
would pay for Lhe local coffee, simply be­
cause the one is driukable i...nd the other is 
unuriuka.bll:l. I just mention that by the 
way. 

I certainly could not understand what 
the hon. Member for \VeRteru Essequebo 
(Mr. C. V. Wigl1L) was driving at and what 
was the help he wanted. I certainly saw 
one memorandum that he had written to 
Government, aud I must honestly say that 
I could not tell what he was driving at. 
Perhaps hon. 5-lembers are in the same 
position. He has pleaded ignorance of 
plauting and I appreciate that. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : I am in the dark. 
I do not kuow what memoraudum the hon. 
Member is referring to. 

TnE CJAll:tM..cl.N: I am afraid I can, 
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not help you. The hon. Member has said 
there have been a gooJ many. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I saw it at a place 
which I should not like to refer to here. I 
shall therefore say no more about that. 
My hon. friend on my left (Mr. Jacob) has 
handed me a note asking me if I do not think 
members of Boards should be paid. I 
certainly think so. I am not a member 
of any Board und therefore <;an say so. 
.Perhaps they may be paid on the same 
basis as the Insurance Companies pay 
their Directors, so much per meeting. 

Tm� CHAIRMAN: A commission on 
the business, done. 

Mr. WALCOTT : The Directors are not 
paiJ a commission on the business done 
but on their attendance. If they do not 
attend the meetiugs they get nothing. 
Perhaps the members of these Boards 
would attend more often if they get a fee 
when they attend the meetings of the 
Boa1·ds. I am sorry tn have taken up so 
much of the time of the Council, but I 
can assure the hon. Member for '\Vestern 
Essequebo and the other Elected Members 
that if at any time I can be of help to 
them I would be only too pleased to do so. 
I am not going to talk about rice. I am 
following the example of my hon. friend ou 
my left. I shall wait until late1· on so as 
to hear what he has to say. 

Mr. JACOB: I am sorry I have to get 
up so often. (Laughter). I rise to con­
gratulate my hon. friend, Mr. Walcott, 
on the first part of his speech. 
It is not very often that we do 
agree, but I agree with him en-
tirely in the first part of his 
speech. As regards coffee, I think my 
hon. friend misunderstood the help I 
wanted to get for the industry. He said 
financial help. If he were to reconsider 
the speech he just delivered he would see 
that there is n. slight misunderstanding. 
He has overlooked the £act that unless the 
producer gets a. little more actually in cash 
or by co-operative means he cannot im­
prove his factory so as to give the bet-ter 
grade of coffee that can be readily sold. 
For some time now coffee has bePn 
an unprofitable industry to the producers. 

THE CHAIRMAN. Wlrnt is the price 
now? 

Mr. JACOB: I think it is about twelve 
cents per pound retail. 

Mr. DE AGUIAll: Can I help the hon. 
Member? It is ten cents per pound. 

'fHE CHAIRMAN : I am informed that 
the price of coffee has gone up consider­
ably within the last few months. 

Mr. JACOB: But whilst that is so, the 
_production has gone down. The people did 
not get the help of that price at the cor­
rect time. If you look up the report of 
the Committee you would see that we 
recommended a price of eight cents per 

· pound and not even ten cents. The point
I wish to make is that the industry was
not given the help at the proper time. If,
as the position is now, the policy not only
of this Government but of tbe British
Government is to get everything from a
British source then I think Canada should
and \vould buy our coffee, but I aru forced
to the conclusion that it appears that
our coffee industry must go out·
of existence eutirelv. I have to
agree, however, that the coffee industry
ought to be saved and especially as it is
the major industry in a particular part of
the Colony. Jf it can be replaced by some­
thing else then it is a different matter,
but I am forced to agree now that it i�
no uae helping the industry now as it has
got to a stage where any help is of no
practical value. I may remind the hon.
M.ember (Mr. Walcott) that I have been
st,ressing the fact that Government should
help the industry to improve the grade
and so help the producers. I rise just to
say that.

Mr. WALCOTT : I am always willing 
to be corrected. I thougl\t I had made 
myself clear that if the coffee is cleaned 
properly it would get t,vo cents more per 
pound than at present. 

Item 1 (2)-Deputy Director of 
Agdculture, $4,320. 

Item 1 (6)-Botanist and Plant 
Pathologist ($2,400 to $2,880 by $120), 
$2,400, 

Mr. D 1,AGUJ AR: I would like to 
e11quire whether it is contemplated to till 
the post of Deputy Director, which was 
left open last year after it had beeu 
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discussed ad naiiseam. Perhaps ·J may 
ask the same question in respect of the 
post of Botanist and Plaut Pathologist 
which is also vacant. I intended to 
suggest that these two items on the 
Estimates be allowed to remain over in 
view of the present situation. 

�) 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is 
not proposed to fill either of Urnse posts. 
The i11tention is to await the visit early 
next year of the },g1·icultural Advi�er and 
the Comptroller for Development and 
·welfare in tl1e \Vest Inclies and find out
whethel' it is advis,ible to fill them. Much
depends on what his views are in the
matter.

THE CHAIRMAN : I think the 
Secretary of State did not agree with the 
views held hel'e that those posts could be 
so easily foregone. The whole position of 

� the Agrieultural Departments in the West
Indies is now unde1· review. '.!.'here is an 
Agrieulturnl A cl vise1· to the West Indies 
and there is the Controller of the West 
fodiau \Velfare Fu11d, who happens to be 

"  an agriculturist, also in the ·west Indies,
 and the position as regarcls this Depart-

ment will not be definitely settled until 
we have had confel'ences with them. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR : I agree that condi­
tions have ehanged since the debate and 
perhaps it m,1y be advisal,Je on hearing 
the views of the Adviser� to retain the 
items. I am quite prepared to allow them 
to remn,in over. The onlv thing is that 
we seew to have got on Ye"ry weli without 
those p:Htin1hr otrieers. 

Tm: CHAIRMAN : That is a matter of 
opunon. Judged fr,,m the criticisms [ 
have heard, otl1er hon. Members do not 
agree that it is so. 

Item 1 ('!)-Veteri1rnry Surgeon ($2,880 
to $3,360 by $120), $3, 120. 

.Mr. HUMPHRYS : �av I ask Govern-
ment to consider permitti;g this officer to 

� have private practice of a consulting
\ nature ? The reason for that is that I 
J have been approached by certain people, 

who have pointed out tlrnt it is very 
difficult to obtain the service8 of a 
Veterinary Surgeon in this Colony. There 
is onlv one other available. I think it 
woulcl"be a great advantage to the com­
mur,ity and it would be ve1·y much 
appreciated if this officer is allowed a sort 

of consulting practice. I know that quite 
recently the Manager of a sugar estate 
remarked how much he would like to call 
in that officer in connection with the high 
bred animals he has. I ask Government 
to consider that aad, i£ possible, to allow 
him a limited private practice. 

Professor DASH (Director of Agricul­
ture): This point was raised before and 
Government decided against it as this 
oflicer is so busily occupied with his work 
tlmt he has no time for private practice. 
The ot.ficcr's time is taken up fully and he 
is ,tway from headquartern very much of 
the tirue. I do not think it can be allowed. 
Now and again persons with livestock 
have applied to me for the advice of the 
Veterinary Surgeon and where possible I 
have allowed it to be given. That policy 
can be followed, but I do not think Govern­
ment will agree to an officer of this kind 
having private practice. 

ML HUMPHRYS : I do not know if 
the hon. Director of Agl'iculture under­
stands me dearly. I am not suggesting 
that this officet· should leave his public 
duties in order to do private practice. I 
am not thinking of him but of the com­
munity. '.l'ber·e are instances where he can 
be consulted, where he is free and available. 
Why should he not help the community? 
I know of one instance he did render the 
service asked for purely out of humanity, 
but one does not like to ask him to .work 
and c.:annot pay him for his services. I do 
not think the Department should put any 
ditlicul t.y in the way of his services being 
available to the community. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Do you think 
there will be much time at his disposal 
for his sel'vices to be given to the com­
munity? 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: Not a great deal. 
In the case of well bred aoimals falling ill 
and you want them attended to, it is very 
diflicult to secure the services of Dr. 
Foul ton. 

TllE CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member 
suggests "consulting practice," that pre­
supposes another Veterinary Surgeon 
being called in. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: In the medical and 
legal professions that is so, but I a.m 
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thinking of cases where the Veterinary 
Surgeon is the only availa.ble person and 
bis attendance is desired. He may be 
called in an emergency and it may be done 
by 1·eference to the Head of his Depart­
ment. 

THE CHAIRMAN: As a matter of fact 
in such circumst,inces the officer and 
probably many others do often give their 
services. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: One does not like 
to ask him for his services free, gratis and 
for nothing. 

THE CHAIRMAN : It is a better 
ar1 angemeut that he should be fully occu­
pied with his official work. It is a very 
difficult business to define uases of 
emergency and, I think, it is more satis­
factory to leave matters as they are. 

�fr. HUMPHRYS: If the Head of his 
Department consents to his seeing a par­
ticular case he ought to be a.llowed to do 
so. 

THE CHAIRMAN: To give the public 
a ,:;ort of right to demand a particular 
officer's services for a particular case; 
thel'C is the danger of a very he�Lvy 
encroachment upon his time. As a 
question of policy it is very difficult to 
decide here what he can do. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I throw it out as 
a suggestion. 

Tar: CHAIRMAN : Tf the hon . .\1ember 
thinks it over aud puts up lL 8ugge;;tion in' a 
more sp dfic form I may consider it. It 

, is eert,Li11ly very difficult to decide here 
nuw. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I will write and 
give details. 

!Vlr. JACOB: ·I think the present policy 
of Government is more suitable and 
accept:Lble. In a case of emergency au 
officer can be allowed to give private 
services but ,Ls a question of general prin­
ciple it is not desirable for a Government 
officer to be consulted and to be asked to 
give advice. If it is found necessary and 
there is no other Veterinary Surgeon 
available, then some other arrangement 
may be ma.de. If the otlicel"a llenices 
�n! Ml}t 0GSll!J&l!d1 M! I think tihcy are1 

then I think the suggestion is not a 
desirable one. I would not like it to be 
stated that this Conncil approves of the 
suggestion made by the hon. Member for 
Eastern Demerara, as there are a few of 
us here who are very definitely a�ainst the 
principle being changed. 

Mr. LEE : I think that in the case of 
an emergeney, if the Director or Govern­
ment is approached, there would be no 
hindrnnce to the services of the Veteri­
nary Surgeon being obtained, but to allow 
him the right to li,we private practice this 
Council crmnot agree with that in prin­
ciple, 

'fm, CHAIRMA::,.i : You see no 
objection to his •tttending and giving 
advice, so long as he is not paid for it! 

Mr. LEE: Yes·, except in cases where 
he is dit-ected by the Director. 

Item 1 (1·1)-Agricultural Assistant 
($6i2 to $960 by $48), $960. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I would like to he 
informed whether it is now proposed to 
abolish the post of Agricultural Assist­
ant altogether, because the�e items have a, 
way of disappearing one year ,Lnd re­
appearing the next. I see from the mar­
ginal note that one post is now transferred 
to Technical .Assistants. I rather fancy 
that next year we will find two instead of 
the one at present appearing on the 
Estimates. 

Item 1 (13)-3 Agricultural Instructors, 
$3,927. 

Mr. LEE: There was on the Island of 
W,1ke1rnam an Agricultural Instructor. 
He h,1s been reecn•ly removed ,111d no one 
has been appointed to the vacancy. I 
wrote Government in the matter, and was 
told, that it was not necessary to fill the 
vacancy as the residents ean get the 
services of the Agricultura,l Superin­
tendent. It has been proved, however, 
that the services of the Superintendent 
are so much occupier! on the Essequebo 
Coast they ca.n rnrely be obtained bene­
ficially by the people resident on tlmt 
Island. During the drought when there 
was a pest epi<lemii; on the Island many of 
the people might have saved some of their 
crops hiLd an Agricultural Instructor been 
on the spot to give advice, I ask Govern­
m1mt to reeQnBiller replacing a.n Inatriieter
tiht.Wll; . . 
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Professor DASH : I am in sympathy 
with the 1·emarks of the hon. Member. I 
think tlmt when we are able to do so it 
will be advi:mble to have a roan on that 
Island, but it is not possible now. The 
Department is short-staffed, as several 
members have bceu seconded for \Var 
Rmergoucy work. I agree with the hon. 
Member that it should be considered as 
necessary in the future. � 

With respect to item 1 (14-) I think 
the hon. Member for Centrnl Demerara 
(Mr. De Aguiar) will recall that the titles 
of some of these officers were reviewed in 
the Hain Gray Report and the term 
"Techuical Assistant" was brought in to 
cover most of the subordinates in the 
Department at the present time. The 
term " Agriculturnl Assistant" which is 

. not a very happy one will eventually 
cl isappear. 

THE CHAIRMAN: This is the last one! 

Professor DASH : Yes. 

Mr. JACOB: Do I understand the hon. 
Member for Central Deo.ierara has rai.sed 
the question of the two vacant posts, and 
do I understand you to say that thPy will 
not be filled at the moment? 

THE CHAIRMAN: It is not proposed 
to fill them until I have had the 
opportunity of consultation with the 
Agricultural Adviser and the Controller of 
the ·west Indian ,v el fare Fund. 

Mr. JACOB : ·what seems peculiar to 
me is that the saln.ry of the Botanist is 
noted at $2,100, If the figurns had not 
been changed I would not have questioned 
it. There must be some other reason for 
it. 

THE CHAIRMAN : If the post is filled 
that is the minimum rate of salary for· the 
new man. I assure the hon. Member that 
is a fact. 

• Item 1 (27)-Grading Inspec.tor ($1,440
to $1,920 by $120), $ 1 ,\.120.

Mr. JACOB: I want to refer to the 
vAry interesting and exhaustive speech 
given by Your Excellency on the 26th 
November and to a particular paragraph . 
For eai,y reference I ha.ve numbered the 

paragraphs of the speech. P,Lragrnph 17 
on page G st,Ltes : 

Attempts were made by a few people 
to aggravate the difficulties caused by a 
temporary shortage in rice supplies due to the 
aftermath of the recent drought. A deliberate 
endeavour was made in some instances to delay 
the movement and milling of padi and to take 
advantage of the occasion to force up tho price 
to tho consumer. 

I am going to ple:id with Your Excel­
lencr to t,Lke this Coum.:il i11to your con­
fidence ,Lnd give us sorue more cletH-ils as to 
who those people are, what is tl,e quantity, 
and whether in the opinion of Government 
the quantity involved iti sufficient to force 
t,ho price up. 

Ti-IE l'H.-\IRMAN: It may save time, if 
I say that I have uo intention of doing any­
t.lring of the kind I said tha.t I bave good 
groull(.ls for stati11g so, and I i.Lm not going 
to carry it any further. 

Mr. JACOB: I claim to have a very 
intimate k11owledge of this industry. I 
have studied it very carefully, and I have 
been able to get information from all 
sources and to arrive at a conclusion. I 
think that advantage may have been taken 
of the situation by some people, but the 
quantity involved doe� not amount to half 
a mo11�h's supply. The information has 
not been conectly conveyed to Your 
Excellency. It is no use going ov,,H· the 
whole ground. I feel, sit·, that the indus­
try :1.s controlled now-let me make it per­
fectly clea.1· tlr,it l ,im not ag!lins t control 
but I am against control of the kind thar, 
you have now-is i1ot properly managed. 
The Bice Marketing Board's report has 
l,een i�sued a (:Ouplc of days ago. l am not 
surprised tlrat there has been a visible 
loss. I say a visible loss because it is nut 
practicable to go into all the details here, 
I asked certain questions about three 
months ago and they have not been replied 
to as yet The loss on the working of the 
Board for the last six months is sho1Yn as 
$1,611.34. I gave a forecast of this since 
last N overober and, I think, Government 
has in its possession several letters I have 
w ri ttPu fo rec,Lsting a series of losses -loss 
011 the purchase of rice from Barbados, 
loss 011 the workiug of the Boar<l and 
future loss for the next half year. I have 
gone so far as to say at one time that the 
exports of rice for 1940 will not be 15,000 
tons and at another time that I did not 
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think it would be 12,000 tons though 
Government expected to export 30,000 
tons. Owing to the shortage in D"mernrn 
1 1 liardly think the exports will lie more 
than 10,759 tons. I recommended that 
not a bag of rice be exported unless and 
until we are certain t;hat there are adcquiLte 
supplies in the Colony to weet our dewandH 
up to November next year. I stressed that 
point last November in this Council but 
no attention was paid to it, and I stressed 
it on the Rice Producers' Advisory Com­
mittee but no attention was paid to it 
again even in the replies given to ques­
tions. The result has been that the ex­
ports continued to the end uf September, 
resultiug in the huge shortage whieh might 
have caused trouble At the end of Septem­
ber the exports totalled 10,7511 tons, in 
October nothing was exported, and 
in November nothing also was export.eu. 
Let me hope anJ pray that .nothiug will 
be exported in December. The position 
then is that the exports for this year will 
be 10,75!) tons as against 30,000 tons 
anticipateJ, refened to, and formally 
given to the hon. Member for Essequebo 
Rive1· and myself by responsible officers 
of this Govemment, particularly the 
Chairman of the Rice Marketing Board. 

The position on the whole has been 
yery UD81ttisfactory. Of the members of 
the Rice Marketing Board there are 
individuals for wholll I have the highe�t 
regard and whose ability I respect, but as 
regards the others I l111ve absolutely no 
regard for their ability. On the bst 
occasion I wa� Hccused of wanting a paid 
position on the Board. I have not e,ccn 
able to get that cleared up as yeL. I have 
been refused confirr.oatio11 oi· the oppor­
tunity of getting it• clearly stated whether 
the statement is in fact meaut or it was just 
stated in the heat of debate. It is on the 
records of the Council that I wanted a 
paid position of the Board. The hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. 'Walcott, has 
stated about the payment of perHous on 
Boards just as I l1n.d done. Unless you 
get the right type of people who will give 
proper service, you are not going to succeed 
in these attempts. I repeat it bec,rnBe 
I feel extremely hurt. There are hou. 
Members of this Council who know as a fact 
that I have suggested nothing of a personal 
character. When I spoke to hon. M em­
bers of Council about it, I told them I 
was in a position to help and would help 

provided the Board had the right type of 
people on it. It is a fact that the indus­
try is definitely in a worse position now, 
and I do not know if that is going to be 
Jenied. Exports have been consisteutly 
dwindliug this year and will not amount 
to 15,000 tons next year. I bavP. stated 
in a letter quite reeently to the hon. 
Colonial Secretary that it would he 
a miracle if more than 8,000 tons 
were exported in 1941 but if steps, 
were taken now the exports could be 
increased to l 0,000 tons. However, 
throughout the whole of last yeiir nothing 
was <lone about it. J have urged that not 
a ton of rice should be exported until the 
entire crop has bec11 reiLped, prope1· surveys 
made and the ordinarv loeal demands­
such as ;;toek feed, c�ttle feed, domestic 
consumption and seed for plauting-Lakcn 
into accouut. It is my opinioll that if 
attempts are made to export rice there 
would be a sliorULge again unh•ss adequate 
means are adopted to ensure a Spring crop. 
I made a �imilar st,�temeut in this Council 
on the 22nd November, 1939, mid I repeat 
it is time th,Lt proper attention is paid to 
these matters. 

Your Excellency states you are not 
saying anything more about the statement 
you have made in your address which, I 
have no doubt, was communicated to vou. 
The Board has iisued a report, and let me 
state at the outset that it is not worht the 
paper it i� written ou, That is my opinion, 
and I am prep>1red to staud by it. Para­
graph 8 of the report states : 

For reasons which will be explained later in 
the report, the Board with the approval of the 
Governor, undertook the purchase of 20,000 
bags of Indian rice from Barbados for delivery 
to Trinidad and certain other West Indian 
Islands, the result of this transaction being a 
loss of $8,307.39. 

The hoo. Colonial Treasurer-let me 
give him credit for being an e:x:pert on 
finance although the finances of the Colony 
are in a chaotic state (la.ughter )---but it 
must be apparent that he knows abso • 
lutely nothing about the rice industry, 
and " his expert" knowledge may not have 
been available at all times. J u�t as my 
hou. �riend (M". ·walcott) stated while the 
Department of Agriculture is abused and 
criticised me1·cilessly it is not the officer in 
charge who should be held 1·esponsible. 
The hon. Colonial Treasurer may give the 
be�t advice in financial mattern, but to 
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be put in charge of the Rice Marketing 
Board and to allow him to go to the ·west 
Inditin Tslands and sell tic" he is whollv 
un.suited for that position. If it is uec.:e;­
sary to have a Gov .. rnment Officer in 
charge, the hon. Director of Agriculture 
should have .beeu the individual nnd not 
tl,t! hon. Colonial Treasurer. That is mv 
opiuiou aud I maintaiu thiit my opinio� 
011 the rice industry and my knowledge of 
it Me second to none in the whole Colony. 
I know the technique of planting, milling 
and untrketing of rice. I claim th11t I 
lmve studied it anrl I give this Cou11c:il 
the very best and well considered opiniou 
, n the industry. Everything I lmve siiicl 
!,ere during the last five ye,irs about the 
rice industry has come to pass. It is uot 
a question of becoming wise 'after the 
eveut but of iudicati11g beforehand wl1:tl 
was goi11,:.: to happen. The lio11. Coloni"l 
Trea�urer·, as the Chairman of tl,e Board, 
and the Secret ry, wl10 is the Rit:c G rndiug 
Jnspector, went to Triuidad and sold 
10,000 tonR of rice and were negotiating to 
�ell a further I 0.000 ton, hut after my criti­
cisms they did n"t pursue it. They were 
unable to deliver the 10,000 tons. I do not 
think t'hat the loss on the purchase from 
Barbados is only $8,307:rn. That is on 
paper, but if you go iuto it ful'ther it may 
be more. However, I accept those figures. 
In auother part of' the report it is stated 
that while a loss has occurred on that 
transaction the Board made profits from 
other transactions. Perhaps the hon. 
Member for Oentrnl Demerara agrees in 
principle that you make a profn in oue 
direction nod lose it in another. Paragniph 
:32 of the report reads: 

The difficulties of the situation were in its 
later stages aggravated by action on the part 
of the few producers to postpone milling and 
deliveries in the expectation that a shortage 
would automatically result in an increase in 
prices, and it is regrettable tha1 in this attempt 
at exploitation these persons were undoubtedly 
encouraged by others whose hope and interest 
it is that any scheme of organised control of 
marketing should fail. 

It is the word " exploitation " I wish to 
refer to particularly. The Board ;i,ccuse� 
the growers and millers of exploitation. 
Prnctically the same words were used in 
Your Excellency's address. If I have 
glass windows I do not think I should 
throw stones. If I accuse the public of 
exploitation then I must not be so guilty 
myself. 1 hope to be able to convince this 

Council and the public that the Board 
mercilessly exploited the rice producers 
with the result that there is general dis­
s,itisfaction throughout the Colony and 
there is not going to be any increased pro­
duction at all, although it lmd been stated 
by the hon. Colonial Secretary that larger 
areas are being planted. Other statements 
were made in this Council bu1. we would 
talk about them later on. This is not the 
time to s:Ly much a.bout that, because I am 
not •oo !'\Ul'e what quantity is being reaped. 
·when the figures are available I shall have
something more to say about it. It has
been stated that the millers and growers
:tttempted to exploit the sikation and
they have been chepk, d. It i:-; ,L very
good thing to check a.n attempt, but when
you c,u1not actually check sumethiDg that
i8 haC1peniug then the i;itu[Ltiou becomes
nigrettable indeed. No one ha8 beeu able
to chec.:k the Board, and in truLh and in
fact the Board has been encouraged in its
exploitation. The legislative regulations
have encouraged the Board in its attempt
at exploitation. I have the origina.l pa,pers
here in respect of two instances.

On Februaiy 10, 1940, twelve bags of 
riee were aeli vered by a grower to the 
officer of the Board in New Amsterdam. 
'l'he rice was graded as "white broken " 
and he was paid at the rate of $2.50 per 
bag. To show the d(!liberate action of the 
Board, when the· miL11 got the papers and 
asked to be sold back his rice at the fixed 
price which was $2. 90 per bag the officer 
told him that he was sending the rice to 
Geoi·getown. A little later the man heard 
that a bag ,vas sold to someone and he 
returned to the officer and asked to be sold 
a bag. He wa� again refused. He then 
left and sent his wife who obtained the 
bag of 1·ice paying $4.20 for it. The paper 
issued for the rice did not specify whether 
it was white rice A, B or broken, but just 
stated "one bag rice, $4.20." The officer 
knew-

'l'HE CHAIRMAN: Was il the same 
rice that he had delivered ? 

l\fr. JACOB : Yes ; I think the Chair­
man of the Board is aware of this case. 
The point I wish to make-

Mr. McDA YID (Colonial Treasurer) : 
Before the hon. Member leaves that point 
I desire to state that I do remember the 
case, but would the hon, Membe1· state 



8.9 Estimates, 1941 ' 5 DECEMl3ER, 1940. -Agrtcnlture 90

whethel' in that case the person selling the 
rice was not refunded a large sum on the 
matter being brought to the notice of the 
Secreta1·y of the Boa.rd and t,he mi1:ttake 
aclmowledged? 

Mr. -JACOB: I am coming to that. I 
do not thiuk the hon. Co!oni,Ll Treasurer 
suspects or anticipates that I am uot goiug 
to pul forward all the facts. I was uot 
going to leave that out. 

This person spent a lot of time and 
energy in the matter. He made rLpplica­
tion to the Bo,Lrd ,Lud w11s refused. He 
tl1en came to roe and I atiked him for hi� 
papers. I was given all the papers aud I 
went to the Secretary of the Board. After 
arguing with him for half an hour he said 
he would not recommend it but he would 
speak to the Chairman ,Lbout it and tell 
me what was the result. '!.'hat very day 
he rang me up on the telephone and told 
me thtLt the Chairman agreed as an act of 
grace that the man should be paid a higher 
price and the Board would just take the 
st,,tutory profit allowed to the Board by 
regulation, I accepted it but said I could 
not agree that it was an act of grace. 
\Yhile the Board 11,nd its officers may 
think it is an act of grace, I think it is tL 
right of the person concerned. That 
occurred in February, but it is one of 
several cases. They have been occurring 
since then, and so the Board has been 
mtLking exorbi t,mt profits and profiteering 
by selling rice against the regulations, 

. nnd at prices iu excess of the fixed price. 
The Board has been selling rice at a price 
it is not authorized to do, although com­
plaints have been made, the consumers 
have been made to pay that price and the 
producers have not benefited by it nor is 
the money being spent in the protection or 
improvement of the industry. 

On the 19th October, 1040, a more 
serious case occurred. A producer sent 
20 bags of rice to be grnded. 'l'he rice 
wai, graded and passed a8 No, 3. Accord­
ing to breabLge the rice was No. 1 but 
,Lccording to colour it was No. 3. The 
regulations are there, but when it suits the 
Board they cannot be varied and when it 
is to their advantage they are varied. '!.'he 
Boarc.1 does exactly as it pleases with the 
rngulations. The grading system is not 
suitable at the prci,ent time to the indus­
t.ry. I wish the ltun. Director of Agricul-

ture to take note of what I say. '!.'he 
price for No. 3 rice is $3.40 per bag while 
that for No. 1 rice is $4.50 per bag. The 
producer a,ppealed to the Bo,u·d. I think 
he had a conference with the Cluiinnan (the 
hon. Colonial TretLsurer) and other officers 
of the Boat·d and pleaded with them that 
he be paid ,L re,Lsonablc price between 
the two 11mo1mts for his rice, or that 
the rice be returned to him. The 
Board refused to do either. In fact 
the Bo11L'd told him that the rice had 
been h1ken to the wharf and blended 
there with broken rice and sold at 
$-1.50 per bag. I rlo not think that can be 
di8puted ; if so, I am prepared to hring the 
individual and prove it. 'rhe gentleman 
threatened legal proceedings against the 
Board, but legal proceedings are :.:.n expen­
sive pastime. This thing happened on the 
19th October, and on the 26th October a 
notice was published in the Official Uazette,
Notice No. 569, giving the Board po wet· to 
sell rice other than Super, ·white A and B 
at $4.50 par bag. That was an order by 
Government legalizing an illegal act by the 
Board.· 

Those two cases are authentic. In the 
face of these facts, these irregularities 
committed by the Board, can this Govern­
ment expect the people connected with the 
industry, who have built it up almost un­
aided to co-operate with a Board which 
acts in such a high-handed manner ? If 
that iR the opinion of the Council I beg to 
differ 100 per cent. from it. I have pleaded 
with this Government over and over again 
that it has got square pegs in round 
holes on the Board. I have done every­
thing possible but Government con­
tinues to help the industry down to the 
gutter. The facts are as clear and 
plain as noonday. It is very unfortunate 
that I should have to speak like this. I 
have tried not to be very caustic in my 
ct·iticism, but when one sees these things 
going on and nothing is being done to 
check them one has to say something, so 
that at least it can be placed on record 
and that it cannot be said later that 

, Government had not been advised. I wrote 
Government several letters on the matter. 
At one time I was very largely interested 
in the industry, but now I am interested 
only in a general way. I am a poor man 
and I have a very large sum of money 
outstanding to me owing to the measure of 
control having not resulted to the benefit 
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of the industry. For the past year I have 
had no direct interest in the industry. 

I notice that posters are being placed all 
over the country warning the people. I 
do not know that is.going to help. I have 
asked questions and, as I have stated on 
the last occasion, the replies received have 
been very unsatisfactory-: This morning I 
got replies to other questions, and while as 
a matter of fact replies to questions are 
very difficult to refer to, what is the reply 
I have received to this question : 

Will Government state the total quantity 
of rice purchased by the Rice Marketing Board 
on and after 1st November, 1939, from the 
thirty-four registered exporting agents of rice, 
giving the names of all agents and the quan­
tity purchased from each together with the 
amount paid to each exporting agent? 

That is a very legitimate question and 
one that involves a good deal of revenue 
to this Government. lf Government gives 
me an opportunity I can indicate where 
I think revenue can be obtained through 
the reply to this question, but this is what 
Government says in repiy: 

The question relates to the financial trans­
actions of individuals who are, moreover, 
business competitors, and it is considered to 
be undesirable and not in the public interest 
that the information should be made public. 

Franklv I do not know what that means. 
There a1�e no business competitors now in 
rice. I am not in the habit of making 
statements that cannot be proved to a 
large extent, and they can be wholly 
proved if I get the assistance of Govern­
ment. I make the stiLtement here that if 
this question is answered I can indicate to 
Government where I have a suspicion. It 
is based on 75 per cent. facts. 

TnE CHAIRMAN : It is three-quarters 
right? (laughter). 

Mr. JACOB: Revenue ought to come 
to Government if that question is an­
swered. Perhaps it is too tedious a 
job or perhaps it should not be answered 
at all in the opinion of Government, but 
I do protest against these unsatisfactory 
answers-answers that have no bear­
ing whatever. I cannot for the life of 
me understand the answer given to my 
question-perhaps my intelligence is very 
dull-as there are no rice competitors at 
the moment. I have heard my hon. friend, 
the Member for Essequebo River (Mr. 
Lee), ask the same question but in another 
way, and the information was not given 
him. The question was asked so as to get 
certain information he a.ncl I wanted, but 
it was denied us. I a.m very jealous of the 
privileges I enjoy here. I claim it as a 
right to ask these questions, and I claim 
too that Government is obliged to answer 
these questions. 

TnE CHAIRMAN : In ordinary par­
liamentary practice answers to questions 
not in the public interest are not given. 

Mr. JACOB: Is it not in the public 
interest to ask why one person should have 
a knowledge of certain things and others 
should not? 

TnE CHAIRMAN : That was not the 
hon. Member's question. The hon. Mem­
ber's question was how much rice was 
bought and sold to certain individuals. 

)fr. JACOB : If even there were 
business competitiors, it is a matter which 
has happened a year ago and there are no 
competitors now. 

The Council resumed and adjourned 
until the following day at 10.30 a.m. 




