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LEGISLATIVE COUNCI L.

Thursdey, 5th December, 1940.

The Council met at 11 a.m. pursuant
to adjoarnment, His Excellency the Gover-
nor, St WirFrinp JacksoyN, K.C.M.G.,
President, in the Chair.

PRESENT.
I'he Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr
G. D. Owen, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
K. O. Pretheroe, M.C.

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E., (Nominated
Unofficial Member).

The Hon. J. 8. Dash,
Agriculture.

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo, O.B.E., (Bast-
ern Berbice).

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C., (New
Amsterdam).

The Hon. E. F. McDavid,
Colonial Treasurer.

The Hon. F. J. Scaford, 0.B.E., (George-
town North).

The Hon. M. B. (. Austin,
(Nominated Unoflicial Member),

The Hon. W. A. D’Andrade, Comptroller
of Customs.

The Hon. N. M. Maclennan, Divector of
Medical Services.

The Hon. M. B. Laing, O.B.E., Com-
missioner of Labour and Local Govern-
ment.

The Hon. G. O. Case, Director of Pub

Director of

M.B.E,,

0.B.E.

lic Works and Sea Defences.

The Hon. I. G. Crease, Director of
Education.

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O,B.E.,, (George-
town South).

The Hon. J.

Demerara).

I. De Aguiar (Central

The Hon. Jung
emra-Essequebo).

Buahadur Singh (Dem-
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The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western Ber-
bice).

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nominated
Unotticial Mewber).

The Hon, H. C. Humphrys, K.C., (Bast-
ern Demerara).

The Hon. C. R. Ja,cob.(Norbh Western
District).

The Hon. J. W. Jackson (Nominated
Unotticial Member).

The Hon. F. A. Mackey (Nominated
Unoficial Member).
The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western-

LEssequebo).
The Hon. T. Lee (Essequebo River).

MINUTES.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 26th November, 1940,
as printed and circulated, were confirmed.

PAPERS LAID.

Tone COLONIAL SECRETARY (M.
G. D. Owen, C.M.G.) laid on the table the

following reports and documents :—

Report on the Post Office Savings Bank for
the year 1939.

Report of the Committee on Old Age Pen-
sions (Legislative Council Paper No. 11/40).

Report by the Director of Agriculture (Act-
ing) on loans made to Rice Growers under the
Rice Growers Loan Ordinance, Cap. 155.

Report of the British Guiana Rice Market-
ing Board for the period 1st April, to 30th
September, 1940.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES.

Inrronucrion or BiLLs.

Taue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr.
E. O. Pretheroe, M.C.) gave notice of the
introduction and first reading of the follow-
ing Bill :—

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to confer power
on the Georgetown Town Council to exempt
or to exempt partially the owners of certain
properties in the city from the liability to pay
taxes or rates for a limited period.

Mr., McDAVID (Colonial Treasurer)
gave notice of the introduction and first
reading of the following Bill :—
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A Bill intituled an Ordinance to make pro-
vision for the transfor of the colonization
reserve to the general revenue of the Colony.

Mr. CASE (Director of ublic Works
and Sea Defences) gave notice of the intro-
duction and first reading of the following
Bill :—

A Bill intituled an Ordinance further to
amend the Sea Defences Ordinance, Chapter
118, with respect to the removal from the fore-
shore by estate owners of the stumps of felled
courida trees.

UNOFFICIAL XNOTICES.
Acrivities oF THE RICE MARKETING
Boarn.

Mr. JACOB gave notice of the following

questions —

1. How many meetings have been held by
the B G. Rice Mauarketing Board from 1st
November, 1939, to 3ist July, 1940; and how
many members were present at each of these
meetings, giving the names of each of the
Members ?

2. How many persons were employed by the
B.G. Rice Marketing Board on a monthly basis
as at Ist January, 1940, giving the full names,
addresses, previous employment and experience
of these employees, the position now held by
cach, together with the monthly salary paid to
each of these employees ?

3. Similar information to be supplied for the
period as from 1st July, 1940.

4. Is it a fact that 20,000 bags of rice have
been bought by the B.G. Rice Marketing Board
from Barbadosrecently for export to Trinidad ?
If so, at what price, and is the Board doing
this business at a profit, if so, how much, or at
a loss of how much, bearing in mind that the
Board contracted to sell 10,000 tons of rice for
shipment to Trinidad by 30th September, 1940 ?

5. Will the Board consider the question of
suspending all exports in view of the probable
shortage of rice before the Autumn crop is
reaped, say November/December, 1940, as soon
as possible ?

6. Will the Board consider the advisability
of not arranging to sell any rice, or entering
into any contract in the future for export from
date ?

7. Will Government consider the advisabil-
ity of requesting the Colonial Auditor to
examine and report on the Balance Sheet that
has been issued by the B.G. Rice Marketing
Board as at 31lst March, 1940, particularly in
regard to the following:—

(«) Why no provision was made for depre-
ciation of plant and machinery which is
shown at cost ?

(b) Why no provision was made for bad
and doubtful debts?

(c) Whether the actual stock of rice on
hand was used for asset purposes and
whether due allowance was made for loss
in weight by wastage and by vermin?
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(d) Whether the report of the Auditors
was ‘“full and fair” and whether the
Balance Sheet as printed exhibited a
“true and correct view of the state of
affairs of the Board ?”

ORDER OF THE DAY.

SucaestEd Loax 1o U.K. GOVERNMENT.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT asked and the Colonx
1al Becretary laid over vreplies to the
following questions :—

Q.1. Is Government of the opinion that
there will be any repatriation of Indian immi-
grants entitled thereto in accordance with the
provisions of Section 26 of the Immigration
Ordinance during the War ?

A.1, It is most unlikely that any return
ship will leave during the war.

Q. 2. If the answer to No. 1is in the nega-
tive, will Government offer as loan from this
Colony to the United Kingdom the sum of
$345,905.00, the balance at a credit of the Immi-
gration Fund at 31st December, 1939, free of
interest to be used during the War to assist in
the prosecution thereof ?

If not, why not ?

A, 2. No. The Colong’s financial position
does not permit of a loan being offered to the
United Kingdom.

Rice Srooxs anp Crops.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT, on behalf of Mr.
Lee, asked and the Colonial Secretary laid
over replics to the following questions :—

Q. 1. Will Government state what was the
“ curry over” stock of rice in the Colony from
the year 1939 to the year 1940, fixing the stock
in each county separately ?

A. 1. The information desired is not avail-
able.

Q. 2. Will Government state what was the
estimated yield of rice for the 1939 Autumn
Crop in each cournity separately?

Q. 3. Will Government state what was the
actual yield of rice in each county separately
for the Autumn Crop of 1939°?

A.2and 3 The original forecast of the
yield of the Autumn crop of 1939 was 45,000
tons of rice asindicated in paragraph 8 of the
Report of the Rice Marketing Board for the
period ended 31st March, 1940. Reference is
invited to paragraph 31 of the Board’s report
for the period ended 30th September, 1940, in
which it is stated that the yicld of the 1939
Autumn crop could not have exceeded 37,000
tons of rice. The following comparative tables
compiled from returns prepared by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture show the estimates and
and yield of each county separately ;—
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Original forecast Final Crop
October, 1939. returns

May, 1940.
tons. tons.
Demerara 11,000 10,340
Berbice 24,000 17,450
Essequebo 10,000 8,210
45,000 36,000

Q. 4. Will Government state what was the
estimated yicld of rice for the 1940 Spring
crop in each county scparately ?

Q. 5. Will Government state what was the
actual yield of rice in cach county scparately
for the Spring crop of 1940 ?

A. 4 and 5. Reference isinvited to paragraph
20 of the Board's report for the period ended
31st March, 1940, in which it is stated that
owing to the severe drought the Spring crop
almost completely failed.

Q. 6. Will Government state how many tons
of rice were cxported from January to Septem-
ber, 1940 ?

A. 6. 10,755 tons.

Q. 7. Will Government state how many tons
of rice were consumed in the Colony {rom
January to September, 19407

A. 7. Consumption of rice in the Colony is
estimated at 25,000 bags (180 1h.) per month
Consumption for the period indicated would
therefore be approximately 18,000 tons.

Q. 8. Will Government state what was the
amount lost by the Rice Marketing Board
from the purchase of the 20,000 bags of rice
from Barbados to assist in fulfilling their
contract to Trinidad ?

A. 8. Reference is invited to paragraphs 8.
23, 24, 26, 27 and 28 of the Board’s report for
the period April, 1940, to September, 1940.

Q. 9. Will Government state what is the
estimated yicld of rice in each county sepa-
rately for the Autumn crop of 1940?

A.9. No reliable cstimate has yect been
preparcd as reaping has not yet been com-
pleted but a preliminary forccast prepared by
the Department of Agriculture indicates a
probable yield of approximately 30,000 tons.

Q. 10. Is Government aware of the fact that
there has been a serious shortage of rice for
consumption in the Colony during the last
four weeks ending 26th October, 1940, a»d will
Government stop all export of rice from date
until it is ascertained if there is an available
surplus over consumption in the Colony to the
end of November, 1941 ?

Q. 11. Is Government taking steps to cnsure
the sowing and reaping of the Spring crop in
1941 so as to . find employment for the
thousands of pcople who are unemployed and
to provide food for the population ?

A. 10 and 11. Government is aware that
there was a temporary shortage of rice for
local consumption in October. The shortage
was due in part to exceptionally scvere
drought conditions and in part to attempts to
hoard padi and delay milling. The position is
dealt with in paragraphs 20 to 22 of the report
of the Board for the period April, 1940, to
September, 1940.

~ The cxport of rice is already under full con-
trol and no additional regulation is ncedcd.
The policy of the Government and the Board
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is to endeavour to maintain exports on a nuni-
mum basis so as to retain the Colony’s export
markets. In view of the reduced yield of the
Autumn crop steps are being taken to en-
courage the planting of an augmented Spring
crop in 1941. To this end the sugar producers
have agreed as a special emergency measure
to permit the planting of a Spring crop in 1941
by workers on all sugar cstates on the East
and West Coasts of Demerara as well as on
the Blairmont and Bath estates.

Rice Purcuases AND IEXPORTS.

My, JACOB asked and the Colonial
Secretary laid over replies to the following
questions :—

Q. 1. Will Government state the total quan-
tity of rice purchased by the Rice Marketing
Board on or after 1st November, 1939, from the
thirty-four registered exporting Agents of rice,
giving the names of all Agents and the quan-
tity purchased from each together with the
amount paid to each exporting Agent?

A. 1. The question relates to the financial
transactions of individuals who are, moreover,
business competitors, and it is considered to be
undesirable and not in the public interest that
the information should be made public.

Q.2 What quantity of the 10,000 tons of
rice contracted to be delivered to Trinidad by
30th September, 1940, was dclivered, exclusive
of the 20,000 bags purchased from Barbados
for delivery, to Trinidad? , If the whole
quantity is not delivered, when will the
balance be delivered ?

A. 2. Reference is invited to paragraphs 23
to 25 of the report of the Board for the period
1st April. 1940, to 301h September, 1940, which
contain the required information.

Binns—Firs? READING.

The following Bills were read the first
time :—

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to continue
certain expiring laws. (7'he Colonial Secretary).

A Bill intituled an Ordinance further to
amend the Gambling Prevention Ordinance,
Chapter 95, by making it an offence for any
person in the Colony to sell or deliver any
ticket in any lottery conducted outside the
Colony.

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to amend the
Firearms Ordinance, 1940, with respect to the
date upon which fircarms which have been
surrendered to the Police may be disposed of at
t{he discretion -of the Commissioner of Police.
(The Attorney-General).

Notice was given that at the next or a
subsequent meeting of the Council it would
be moved that the DBills be read the
sccond time.
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IncressED PAYy ror MILITIA.

Tue COLONTAL SECRETARY : I beg
to move :(—

WHEREAS by Resolution passed on the 6th
day of September, 1939, the Legislative Council
approved of prescribed rates of pay and allow-
ances for members of the Militia while engaged
on actual military service ;

AND WHEREAS the approved rates of pay
were based on the rates payable in the British
Army which have recently been increased by
6d. a day for non-commissioned officers and
men :

Be it Resolved,—That this Council approves
of the rates of pay for non-commissioned
Officers and men of the Militia (other than
members of the paid staff) while engaged on
actual military service being as follows with
effect as from the 22nd November, 1940 :—

per day.
C.S.M. and C.Q.S.M. 8/67
Sergeant 6/6 | p_lus
Corporal 4/6 | free
L/Corporal 3/9 | ration.
Private 2/6)

When the rates of pay for the active
Militia were fixed in September last year
on the outhreak of war the rates were
based on those then existing in the British
Army. Since then the rates in the British
Army have been increased by 6d. per day
for all other ranks, and it is considered
that the active Militia in this Colony
should also have 6d. per day added to their
scale of pay.

Mr. DTAS seconded.

Motion put, and agreed to.

COMPASSIONATE GRATUITY.

Tii COLONIAL SECRETARY : 1 beg
to move :—

THAT, with reference to Governor's Message
No. 1 dated 31st October, 1940, this Council
approves of the payment of a compassionate
gratuity of $374.40 to the widow of the late
Benjamin Campbell, formerly a captain of a sea-
going punt of the Public Works Department.

The deceased had served the Depart-
ment for 38 years and the amount which
it is proposed should he paid to his widow
is the equivalent of one vear’s pay which
he was drawing priov to his death.
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Mr. DIAS seconded.

Motion put, and agreed to.

MaixTeNANCE (C1vin) ENGINEER FOR
T. & H. D.

Tur COLONTAL SECRETARY : I beg
to move :—

THAT, with reference to Governor's Message
No. 3 dated 18th November, 1940, this Council
approves of the appointment of a Maintenance
(Civil) Engineer to the staff of the Transport

and Harbours Department at a salary on the
scale $2,400 x $120—$2,880.

Since the retirement of Mr. MacDougall,
the General Manager, who was also a
Civil Engineer, the Transport Department
has had no Civil Engineer attached to it,
and the Board of Commissioners considers
it essential that there should be a Civil
Engineer on the staff. At one time when
Mr. MacDougall took over the manage-
ment of the Department a Civil Engineer
was appointed on a 3-vear contract, but at
the expiration of that beriod his contract
was Dot renewed because it was then felt
that it was possible for Mr. MacDougall to
carry out the duties of a Civil Engineei
along with his duties as General Manager.
There is no Civil Engineer now, and it is
essential that one should be appointed.
The salary proposed is from £500 to £600,
but I think it is improbable that an
appointment will be made at a salary any
lower than the maximum of £600.

Myr. De AGUIAR : I think it will be
generally agreed that the appointment of
such an officer is wholly desirable, but I
would have liked to have had some
announcement from Government this
worning as regards the higher post of

General Manager. Those of us who
recall the appointment of Mvr. Mac-

Dougall as General Manager will remember
that when that ofticer was appointed to
the post it was pointed out that one of the
reasons for his appointment was his
gualifications as an engineer, and I believe
that his appointment followed immediately
on the recommendation that was contained
in the report of Mr. Cooper. It seems to
me now that Government intends to
change that policy, that is, that the
General Manager should also be a Civil
Engineer, and it is now sought in this
motion to have two separate officers in the
respective posts. I am particularly anxious
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to have an answer to this question because
I have in mind that the post of General
Manager of the Department carries a salary
of £1,000 per annum. If Government is
going 10 appoint a civil engineer at a
salary of £500 to £600 and in addition to
appoint .a General Manager at the present
scale of salary there can be no doubt
about it that the expenditure of the
Department will be increased. I had
hoped that Government would have
announced its future policy with regard to
the post of General Manager. We have
Government propounding the policy on
one occasion that the General Manager must
be a civil engineer-—and I believe Govern-
ment had very good reason for adopting
that policy—and then a few years later
that policy is changed and we are going to
have a Civil Engineer and a General
Manager. "I may mention incidentally
that for the purpose of filling the gap that
arose with the appointment of an engineer
to the post of General Manager an
additional post was created, and if I know
the facts correctly I think that post still
exists., That ofticeris still in the service,
and it seems to me that we are creating
too many posts. The appointment of a
Civil Engineer is desirable, but I think
-Government should have taken the oppor-
tunity to carry out what was originally
planned.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : The Lon. Member
rather anticipated the point I had intended
to make. It seems . to me that the ques-
tion is first of all whether Mr. MacDougall
having taken on the onerous duties of two
posts, was adequately compensated. Of
course that is a matter entirely for that
gentleman. Now Government proposes
to create two posts which may run on
perpetually, although it is stated that the
Civil Engineer’s contract is to be for three
years. The proposal to appoint a General
Manager should have heen put forward
before the motion for the appointment of a
Civil IJngineer was introduced. One is
driven to the conclusion that it is perhaps
not possible to obtain a General Manager
with civil engineering qualifications. If
that is so then perhaps there is some
argument in favour of the post it is pro-
posed to create. Perhaps the Colonial
Secretary might be in a position to tell
the Council whether it is possible to
obtain a General Manager with qualifica-
tions as a civil engineer.
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Mr. JACOB: I am not against this
appointment. I think adequate and proper
supervision is necessary if we are going to
safeguard the funds of the Department and
the funds of the Colony. I notice on page
79 of the Estimates that the net deficiency
to Dbe voted in respect of this Department
is $253,451. That means that the Depart-
ment will be run at a loss in 1941 to the
extent of $253,451. The approximate loss
in 1940 is $157,218, while the actual loss
in 1939 was $294,163.

I should like to be told whether the
officer’s duty will be to see that when plans
and specifications are prepared the actual
work is carried out in accordance with
those plans and specifications, and whether
he will have the right to report to the
Head of the Department on the activities

of other officers who may be doing
irregular things. I want to make my
position perfectly clear. It is with-

in the knowledge of Governnient that
large works which have been carried out
and are being carried out now are not
being done in accordance with the plans
and specifications, and no one seems to be
able to report what is going on. A most
unsatisfactory state of affairs has arisen

and is going on in the Public Works
Department. Tt is not necessary for me

to refer to that at the moment.

In view of the fact that the Transport De-
partment is run ata huge loss year after year,
and it is expected to add to the expenditure
which will increase the loss, I think all
steps should be taken, every means should
be adopted to see that the moneys that are
spent are properly spent, and that the tax-
payers get results from the expenditure. I
am not saying that in the Transport Depart-
ment that is not safeguarded, but I would
like it to be clearly stated that this officer
will have the right not only to make plans
and specifications but to see that the works
are carvied out inaccordance with those
plans and specifications, . and that the
money spent is judiciously spent. When
plans are made it is sometimes necessary
to revise them, and I have in mind
instances where revision of plans has been
wade, but instead of a saving being effected
the entire sum is spent. I know of par-
ticular cases of that kind. T am definite
about my statements, and I am going
to make one or two definite statements
later on. My object in speaking now is to
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ask that caution be exercised, and that
this officer should not hesitate to report
irregularities to the proper quarter
whether it affects the Head of the Depart-
ment or not. I do not know whether that
is taking it too far, but I suggest that for
the earnest consideration of Government.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
hon. Member for Central Demerava (M.
De Aguiar) asked whether it has been
decided who is going to fill the post of
General Manager. TFirst of all a recom-
mendation will be sent forward by the
Board of Commissioners. Mr. MacDougall
was on H or 6 months’ leave and it was
decided that the present acting othicer
should be appointed to act, and on the
expiration of Mr. MacDougall’s leave the
Board will make a recommendation. Mur.
MacDougall’s leave expired quite recently,
and although we have not had a mecting, 1
can safely say that the Board proposes to
recommend that the acting oflicer be con-
firmed in the post.  The hon. Member
then asked whether it was not possible to
conmbine the duties of Civil Enginecr with
those of General Manager. Whether it is

possible to get such an ofticer or not T do

not know, and the Board does not know.
I should think it is very unlikely that
one could be got at the present time.

Government was very fortunate in hav-
ing on the staff of the Department
an officer who was a civil engineer

and who was carrving on the duties
of General Manager, but although that
officer was in the Department in 1933
Myr. Cooper, who was then on a visit, to
the Colony, in spite of Mr. MacDougall’s
presence, recommended that the two offices
should not be combined, and that a Civil
Enginecr should be appointed. A Civil
Engineer was appointed on a 3-vear con-
tract which was not renewed because
Government had to effect drastic economy,
and it was possible to get Mr. MacBougall
to perform the duties of Civil Engineer as
well, It is impossible to do that now.

In 1923, when the railway was taken over
» v

by Government, there were on the staff two
qualified civil engineers and five qualified
mechanical  engineers. Since then the
Board is rvesponsible for the Harbours
Branch of the Department and the road
services, and I would like to compare the
present staff with the staff in those days.
The two civil engineers I referred to were
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in addition to the General Manager. We
now have no Civil Engineer but four
Mechanical Engineers with the increased
duties to which T have just referved. The
Board is convinced that it is essential to
make this appointment. If the present
acting officer is confirmed in his post I
hope, and T have every reason to believe, it
will be possible to put before the Board of
Commissioners a slight re-arrangement in
the staff’ of the branch from which the
present acting General Manager has come.
I am not suggesting that he should com-
bine the duties of Mechanical IEngineer
with those of General Manager, but it may
be possible to make a re-adjustment in his
branch which would effect a small'saving,
I do not promise any large saving, but we
do hope to save £200 or £300, if possible,
when these appointments are made. The
duties of the Maintenance Engineer will be
to prepare plans and specifications for the
Harbours  epartment and also for the
Railway Department, and examine the line.
It is most imporvtant that regular examin-
ation of the line should be made. If there
was an accident and Government had to
confess that it had not on the stafl a quali-
fied civil engineer it would be very
awkward for Government.

Motion put, and agreed to.

EsrtimaTes, 1941,
Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY : I beg
to move :—
THAT, this Council approves the Estimates
of Expenditure to be defrayed from revenue

during the year ending 31st December, 1941,
which have been laid on the table.

Tue PRESIDENT (after a long pause) :
As no Member wishes to speak on the
motion the Council will go into Committee
to consider the estimates head by head.

Txcomt Tax INCREASE ABANDONED,

Mr. McDAVID (Colonial Treasurer):
Sir,—-1 think that it will assist the Coun- -
cil if, at this stage, T intimate that T am
authorised to announce a change in
Gtovernment’s  proposals in  regard to
increased taxation as set forth by the
Honourable Colonial Secretary in his Bud-
wet Statement.
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It had been proposed to obtain acdi-
tional revenue to the extent of $300,000
by imposing a surtax of 50 per cent. on
existing personal income tax rates accom-
panied by an increase in the rate on
companies from !5 per cent. to 20- per
cent., and on life insurance companies from
b per cent. to 6 per cent. and it had also
been proposed to postpone the introduction
of an Excess Profits Tax, for which pro-
vision had been made in the budget for the
current year.

The matter has since been reconsidered
by the Government and it has been decided
that an Excess Profits Tax should be
introduced at once as originally contem-
plated. It has also been decided to confine
the increase in the income tax to the
advance in the company rate from 15 per
cent. to 20 per cent. The proposal to
impose a surtax of 50 per cent. on personal
rates and to advance the life insurance
company rate from 5 per cent. to 6 per cent.
will be abandoned for the present. It is
anticipated that these new proposals will
yield not less than and perhaps considerably
more than $300,000.

It is not necessary for me to go into
details at the moment. I should like to
say, however, that the new proposals ave
obviously considerably less burdensome in
their effect on the individual taxpayer
than the original proposals. The new
company rate of income tax would e
slightly less than one half the current rate
of tax in the United Kingdora and will
consequently, in so far as companies liable
to tax both in the United Kingdom and
this Colony are concerned, mean no in-
crease in taxation whatsoever, having re-
gard to the provisions for relief from
double taxation; while, as regards local
companies, as the company tax is only a
weans of collecting tax from individuals
at the source, the 20 per cent. rate will
apply only to profits permanently retained
and not distributed in dividends. The
individual taxpayer would obtain relief
from the company tax deducted from his
dividends by means of the provisions for
« set-off.”

As regards the Excess Profits Tax a
draft Bill has already leen prepared and
will be introduced as soon as certain
amendments suggested by the Board of
Inland Revenue in the United Kingdom
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have heen considered. The rate of the
tax will be 60 per cent. of the excess
profits earned over standard profits which,
generally speaking, will be the average
profit of the best two of the three years
preceding the War. Those are briefly the
new proposals in the budget.

The Countil resolved itself into Com-
mittee to consider the estimates.

LEGISLATURE.

My. JACOB: I notice from an Order
of the King in Council amending the
British Guiana (Constitution) Amendment
Order in Council of 1928, that an Order
was passed at the Court at Buckingham
Palace on the 13th day of August, 1935,
amending certain Articles of the British
Guiana (Constitution) Order in Council.
I wish to make particular reference to
Article 25 which states among other things
that the property qualification of a voter
should be $350 and not $500. This amend-
ment came into force in August, 1935, but
up to the present time the public has not
been made aware of it. As a matter of fact
when I say that the public was not made
aware of it I mean that it was not printed
and circulated in such a manner as to
make the public . cognizant of the amend-
ment, On the contraay, Form 1 which is
used by a person claiming to be registered
as a voter, states at the hack among other
qualifications :-—

(iii) Ownership, during the six months pre-

vious to registration, of a house or land, or
land with a house or other erections there-

on, of the value of not less than five
hundred dollars;

For some reason or another since 1935
the public was not aware of the fact that
a person who owns a house or land worth
$350 is cligible to be registered as a voter. -
I consider that very unsatisfactory,
especially in view of the fact that the
number of voters in this Colony is just a
little over 9,000, slightly over 2 per cent.
of the population, and attempts have.been
made by certain persons from time
to time to get the number increased.
While this is so an incorrect form
has been allowed to remain in circu-
lation up to the present time, with the
result that large numbers of persons have
been prevented from being registered as
voters. I do not know whose fault it is;
perhaps it is nobody’s fault, but I think
steps should be taken as soon as possible
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to let it be known to the public that that
qualification has been reduced. There
were other amendments, changes which
would have resulted, in my opinion, in
thousands of people being placed on the
voters’ list, and 1t is desirable that the
voters’ list should be strengthened in order
that this Council should be properly con-
stituted, It has been recommended by the
Royal Commission that we should work
toward the end of adult suffrage, that is,
that every male and female above the age
of 21, whether he or she has an income of
£1,000, £100, or a dollar, should have a
vote. I think Government should be at
pains to see that all eligible persons are
given every facility to be registered as
voters.

Mr. WALCOTT : It seems to me that
while Government has been negligent it has
taken the hon. Member for North Western
District over four years to discover the
omission. There is, therefore some excuse
for Government.

Tae CHATRMAN : Has the hon. Mem-
ber only just discovered it?

Mr. WALCOTT: I should think that
had he known about it he would have
mentioned it before.

Mr. JACOB: As I said before, this
Council has no responsibility and the
individual Members have none. In my
own case I may say that T was not a Mem-
ber of this Council when the amendment
was passed, therefore I can plead ignor-
rance, but my hon. friend was a Member
of the Council then and T do not know
what can be his plea.

Mr. De AGUIATR : Tknow that the hon.
Member would like his remark to be cir-
culated throughout the Colony that hon.
Members of this Council have no respon
sibility, but I do not think hon. Members
will allow such a remark to go unchal-
lenged any more than to remain in thejr
seats and allow the hon. Member to make
the astounding stat:ment that this Couneil
is not properly constituted.

Mr. JACOB: T beg to confirm that.

Mr. D AGUIAR : If the hon Mem-
ber is satisfied that the Council is not
properly constituted he has a remedy under
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the Constitution Ordinance, and if he
failed to take the necessary steps to see
that the Council was properly constituted
the hon. Member has failed in his in-
dividual responsibility. 1 am not here to
challenge what he said about the amend-
ment that was made with regard to the
qualification of voters. He may be right
or he may be wrong. I am notina
position either to confirm or deny what he
has said, but like the hon. Nominated
Member I think it is surprising that he
did not do his duty by bringing the matter
to the notice of Government in a different
way. I have just risen to let the hon.
Member know that so far as I am con-
cerned I appreciate my responsiblity not
only to the people I have the honour to
represent but also to His Majesty’s
Governwent, and so long as I am in my
seat I shall always endeavour to carry out
that responsibility to the best of my
ability.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I would like to.
dissociate myself entirely from the remark
of the hon. Member for North Western
District (Mr. Jacob) that because he was
not a member of this Council at that par-
ticular date he was not concerned with
what transpived here. T think it is my
duty as a citizen to know what transpires
here even if T did not occupy a seat in this
Council.

Dr. SINGH : I think the hon. Member
for North Western District should be con-
gratulated on the keen interest he has
shown in discovering the omission and
bringing it to the notice of the Council,

Mr. GONSALVES: I cannot see any
reason why Members should get panicky
over the remarks of the hon. Member for
North Western District. He says that
nobody knows of the change in the law but
I think he ought to know by now, having
had some knowledge of the law, that every-
one is presumed to know the law, and if this
amendment was passed in public everyone
should know that the law is there. As
Commissioner of Oaths authorised to
swear voters on their qualifications he
must have known that it was his duty to
inform those persons who desired to be
registered as voters that the property quali-
fication had been reduced. Other Mem-
bers of the Council seem to take the hon.
Member seriously, but I do not, I think
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he has only raised the question with a
view to hearing something from the hon.
Colonial Secretary. I am not going to
answer for Government. It seems to me
that the hon. Member is making a moun-
tain out of a molehill because, it the law
says that the value of property shall be
$350 that is the qualification required.
The form he has referrved to is a printed
form and is only a guide as to what is
vequired. It might have been hetter, per-
“haps, if in issuing those forms the amount
of the property qualification was changed,
but it does not mean that that is what a
person is declaring to. The real qualifi-
cation is stated in the declaration itself.

Mr. JACOB : T would like to explain. T
took the opportunity—I would not say
trouble—to ask the Registering Ofticer for
Georgetown @ month or so ago whether he
was aware of this amendment, and whether
it was a fact that the qualification had
been reduced from $500 to $350, and he
expressed surprise and told me he did not
know. I think he then communicated with
the Colonial Secretary’s Oftice. I then
referred him to the Order in Council and I
think he agreed that the qualification had
been reduced. I want the hon. Member
for Central Demerara (Mr. De Aguiar) to
realize that these things must be stated
definitely. It is a fact. 1le has a habit
of trying to confuse things, but I want him
to realize that when facts ave facts they
must be stated as facts, and he must not
try to confuse them. It anyone reads his
speech he might think the hon. Member
is correct and 1 am inzorrect. The Regis-
tering Officers do not know of the change
—at least one of them told me definitely
he did not know.

Trr CHAIRMAN : Did any of the can-
didates know ?

Mr. JACOB: I do not know; there
were no candidates recently.  (Laughter).
The Order in Council was passed at the
Court at Buckingham Palace in August,
1935, and I remember distinctly T was in
the North West District then. If the
Order was passed in August, 1935, it did
not arrive in the Colony until about the
end of the year, therefore if one is engaged
on something else, particularly in my own
case (laughter) he is likely to forget about
it.  While I take a keen interest in these
things, absence from the seat of Govern-
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ment is a reasonable excuse. I am not
pleading that T am not to blame. A certain
amount of blame I should take, but my
point is that the ofticers of Government
who receive these papers should see that
they are printed, and the Registering Ofli-
cers should have known about it and in-
formed the public. There was negligence
on the part of someone : maybe, it is this
Legislature. I donotknow. When the Royal
Commission was here T made a specific
submission that the property qualification
was $500, which I think was wrong, but
nobody corrected it. I do not know whose
fault it is but I merely brought the matter
up here in  order that it should he
corrected.

Mr. C. V.WIGHT: 1 would like to
point out that there has been an election
since 1935, and I was a candidate since
then. I am rather surprised to hear that
the hon. Member was so disinterested in
the issue of that election that I did not
receive his support in this matter.

Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. Member
for North Western District said he was
not a Member of this Council at the time,
but if the amendment was not published
until the end of 1935 then he was a Mem-
ber of the Council at that time.

Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
1935 I was also engaged elsewhere
(laughter), and this is the first time this
subject has been brought to my notice. I
am afraid T cannot give the hon. Member
Al ANSWer Now,

Tne CHAIRMAN: I do not quite
know what, the hon., Member wants done.
If it is that the registration papers should
be corrected that will be done.

Mi. JACOB: One experiences great
difticulty in getting those forms, and if
more were printed after 1935 the amend-
ment should have been made. 1f a large
quantity has been circulated throughout
the Colony and cannot be withdrawn I
thing something should be printed so as
to let everybody know of the amendment,
Steps should either be taken to withdraw
those forms or an amendment should he
inserted in each form.

Tar CHAIRMAN : Government will
see what is the position with regard to
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those forms and whether a correction is
necessary. It does surprise me that
BBlected Members of the Council, who are
concerned with these matters, should not
have been aware of the change as the hon.
. \ember suggests.

Item 6—=Subscription to the Empire
Parliamentary Association, $480.

Mr. JACOB: I think this is a very
deserving contribution but I am of opinion
that the debates of the various Legislatures
afliliated to’ this Association should be
obtained and circulated.

Tue CHATRRMAN : Do vou mean the
Hansard ?

Mr. JACOB : Yes, sir.

Turg CHAIRMAN : We would have to
contribute more than £100.

Mr. JACOB: This Colony should send a
sufficient number of copies to the Asso-
ciation so that they might be bound and
circulated among the twelve Legislatures
connected with the Association which
would send us the debates of the other
Legislatures in order that we might be
kept informed of what is going on in the
various Legislatures.

Tur CHAIRMAN: Do you suggest
that the twelve Legislatures would send
their debates to us?

Mr. JACOB: Yes, sir, I suggest that,
through the Association.

Tre CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon.
Member promises to read them. (Laughter).

Mr. JACOB: Yes, sir. Perbaps Your
Excellency is not aware that I have some
of those debates and I have been reading
them. I have tried to get the debates of
the Jamaica Legislature because I know of
cettain things that are going on in Jamaica
which I think should go on here.

Teeg CHAIRMAN : What is the hon.
Member sugeesting that this Colony should
do?

Mr. JACOB : This Colony should print
additional copies of the debates and send
them to the Association for distribution to
the other Legislatures,
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Tre CHAIRMAN : That would not
come within the purview of the Empire
Parliamentary Association.

Mr. JACOB : T am suggesting that we
should ask the Association to request the
various ILegislatures to send bound copies
of their debates for the purpose of an
exchange of debates among the various
Colonies.

Tar CHAIRMAN : We would have to pay
a very much larger subscription. I think
T probably know the office of the Empire
Parliamentary Association better than any
Mewmber -of this Cuouncil. I know their
procedure and I should not he prepared
to make that suggestion to them, except
as a suggestion coming from the members
of the Association in this Colony. I am
not prepared to put it forward as the
suggestion of an individual member. The
hon. Member must be aware that copies of
the debates are sent to the Association from
all the Legislatures that are affiliated to
the Association, and it rests entirely with
the Association itself to select from those
debates what matters it considers are of
sufficient general importance to include in
its journal. We have nothing at all to do
with that selection. Mo make the
Association act as a general exchange of
Hansard from all the Legislatures is a
burden which T am almost sure it would
not undertalke.

Mr. JACOB: I accept what Your
Excellency has said but I would like to
point out further that I think and I hope
that within my time there will be a federa-
tion of British Guiana and the West
Indies, and I think we should be aware of
what is going on in the West Indies as a pre-
liminary to that federation which I think
would be a very good thing. As a pre-
liminary to that I suggest that those who
are interested—and I hope the majority
of the Elected Members at least are
interested in this aspect of the work of the
various Legislatures—would be keen on
seeing that those debates are circulated,
and those who have time will read those
debates. If the Jocal Association is not
prepared to recommend it and Your Hx-
cellency would be willing to send forward
my recommendation—

Tue CHAIRMAN : I will not send for-
ward an individual recommendation to the
Association,



51  Estimates, 19}1

Mr. JACOB : I suggest that the local
Association should consider it.

Tee CHAIRMAN : That is entirely a
matter for the Association.

Mr. JACOB : Unless it is put to the
Association and considered—

Toe CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member
has a perfect right as a member to put it
to the Association.

AGRICULTURE.

Dr. SINGH : T have been in sympathy
with this Department for the past 10
years. I felt that the Department should
be given an opportunity to further re-
organize itself in order to overcome the
strictures that had been levelled at it from
time to time in this Council. I regret,
however, to say that in spite of the in.
creased expenditure by the Department
from yvear to year it has not made local
agriculture eflicient. The community feels
that this Department is a burden and is
asking for some control of its expenditure.
It is true that it is said that the people
of this Colony should grow more food but
they have been planting cassava, plantains
and other provisions without the help of
the Department of Agriculture. "The
Agricultural Superintendents might assist
in laying out plans, but when it comes to
showing the people how to plant rice and
other produce I think they have been doing
that long before. I think other Members
will support me when I sav that the
expenditure of this Department is very
heavy, especially at the present time when
this great war is on, and when economy is
needed. I do hope other Members will
support me.

Mr. HUMPHRYS : If the hon. Member
could point out to the Council ways in
which the expenditure of the Department
might be cut down I can assure him he
would obtain my hearty support, but he
has not pointed out a single item which
might be reduced. If he could do so he
would receive my support because I am
going to urge Government not to incur any
increased expenditure that could possibly
be avoided. At the proper time I shall
give my reasons, of which I think Govern-
ment is well aware. I urge on the hon.
Member to say what items he thinks can
be deleted or reduced.
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Mr. JACOB: I intend to confine my
remarks on this Department under two
heads. I will deal with coffee, cattle,
ground provisions and coconuts together,
and I will lease rice until a later stage.
(Laughter), As regards coffee the exports
for this year up to the end of October were
10,404 lbs. as against 22,110 lbs. in 1939.
This industry at one time brought into the
country roughly $100,000 from other parts
of the Empire or the world, but all it has
brought in for the ten months ending in
October is $791. Various recommenda-
tions have been made with regard to help
that should be given to this industry so
that at some time coffee should be con-
sidered one of the agricultural products
bringing money into the Colony, but up to
the present I do not think anything really
practical has been done. The result is
that this industry can be considered as
practically gone. It is no use stressing
the point. The only point I wish to malke
is that the coffee industry can be con-
sidered as practically diminished.

As regards cattle there is much scope
for the development of that industry, but 1
notice that it is also declining. The
exports of cattle for the 10 months of this
year were 374 head valued $6,645, as com-
pared with 911 head in 1939 valued
$11,004. Here we have an industry which
has been going down gradually and con-
sistently during the last 10 or 12 yeaurs.
Steps should be taken to improve that
industry and I must say that certain steps
have been taken which I hope will be con-
tinued, and that the industry will be put on
a far better footing sooner or-later.

With regard to ground provisions I do
hope that the experiment that is being
carried on will be a success. I am not
going to say anything more about it. 1
have already expressed grave doubts at
the last session of the Council, but T wish
and earncstly hope that it will be a success,
and that something better will be estab-
lished later on. I say again that I take
the view that the whole scheme will he a
hopeless failure, but T wish it success.

I will now deal with coconuts, copra and
oil. Never in the history of this Colony
have we been placed in the position we
were in during the last two or three months.
The exports of copra are being controlled
in a manner which I think is fairly satis-
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factory to Government, but very unsatis-
factory to those concerned. The coconut
industry has been helped all these years,
but let me use the phrase I have always
used here in regard to the rice industry-—
the coconut industry has been helped down,
not up. The comparisons I am going to
make will show how this help has resulted
in the industry going down and causing
general dissatisfaction throughout the
Colony. Instead of conserving oil for the
use of the Colony, instead of taking steps
to see that the needs of the Colony are
supplied first, what has happened ?
Although there was a drought the Copra
Board thought it best to export all avail-
able supplies of copra, oil and coconuts,
with the result that there has been a huge
shortage, and this Colony has had to imn-
port oil and copra from other Colonies in
the West Indies.

In the case of coffee and cattle we did
not export what we did not have in stock
in the Colony, but in regard to copra, oil
and coconubs I maintain and wish to
emphasize that the Board blundercd so
very badly that it exported what it did not
have., TIn the case of copra 1,027 tons
were exported during the 10 months of
this  year as against 507 tons in 1939,
double the quantity. In the case of coco-
nuts 287,483 were exported up to the end
of October this year as compared with
253,252 in 1939. The exports of oil up to
October this year amounted to 14,980
gallons valued 7,105, as against 2,199
gallons valued $791 in 1939.

These figures show a lack of apprecia-
tion of the position in the Colony and a
general lack of foresight on the part of
those counected with the Board. I am
not concerned who the members of the
Board are, but when the general commun-
ity is faced with starvation so far as oil is
concerned it is time that sometheng should
be said, and said very strongly, about its
management. The result is gencral dissatis-
faction, and while the figures might show
that the coconut industry is progressing, a
severe sethback has already occurred. 1 do
wish to urge on the members of the Board
that more energy be displayed and a little
more time be given to these matters which
should be viewed from all aspects. They
should not allow one or two persons to
have their own way. If it is considered
satisfactory to export all the copra, a
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large number of coconuts and all the oil
available and then importin order to meet
local requirements I can only say that I
feel very disappointed that such a state of
affairs should have occurred, and I hope it
will not occur again.  The coconut indus-
try is going to suffer a severe sethack. T
have drawn  Government’s attention to
those four industries and T do not know
whether any satisfactory explanation can
be given or any assurance that it will not
oceur again. I will resuiue my seat and
later on I shall say something about the
rice industry.

Mr. SEAFORD : As one of the unfor-
tunate members of this unfortunate IBoard
I feel I should say something, although I
am probably not on the Board to represent
the various industries referred to by the
hon. Member. To deal first of all with
the coffec industry I can assuve the hon.
Member that the matter was considered
by the Board of Agriculture—

Mr. JACOB: I did not refer to the
Board of Agriculture; I rveferred par-
ticularly to the Copra Board, but I would
be pleased to hear what the hon. Member
has to say about agriculture generally as
a member of the Board of Agriculture

Mr. SEAFORD : The matter of coffec
came up before the Board of Agriculture
and I thought the hon. Mewber was refer-
ring to that. The peculiar thing about
coffee and several other products such as
black-eye peas is that we find that the cost
of production lere is very much higher
than in any other place, and it is quite
impossible for us to export things like
those in competition with the outside man-
kets. Tt might interest hon. Members to
hear that T personally brought some coffee
here from Trinidad which competes with
our best coffee and is rather better, T think,
and although the duty was 12 cents per b,
I was able to bring it here at a cheaper
rate than I could buy local coftec. It is
what is called creole coffee.

As regards cattle T am glad to hear the
hon. Member say he was pleased to.sce
Government had taken steps to improve
the breed. 1 do not think anyone would
gainsay the fact that the breed of milch
cattle in “he Colony has considerably im-
proved within the last six years, and it is
improving every day. T think great credit
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is due to the Veterinary Surgeon for the
great interest he has taken, and to the im-
provement made by him and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Government voted
a sum of money for experimental work
with cattle which I hope may be of help
to the Colony generally. Our great bug-
bear here is a lack of drainage. We are up
against something that they have not got
in the West Indian islands, and when we
realize what drainage costs per acre we
can appreciate that it is bound to put up
the cost of everything. 1t is a great hind-
rance to us, and although Government has
taken steps to improve our drainage as best
it can the cost is bound to be great and
there will always be a rope around our
necks.

Dealing with coconuts I am sorry the
hon. Member did not give us the months.
At the beginning of the year we know that
exports were made, but T do not think even
the growers themselves realized what the
effect of the drought would be on the
coconuts and the industry itself. I notice
that a short time ago exports of coconuts
were made even before the effects of the
drought were realized. The amount of
coconuts exported for the whole year was
287,000 nuts, which would not produce
wore than 30 tons of copra.

Mr. JACOB : The figures are so small
that 1 cannot see the force of the hon.
Member’s argument at all.

Mr. SEAFORD : I maintain that the
quanity exported was so very small that
it really could not affect the situation at
all.

Mr. JACOB: I cannot allow a state-
ment like that to go unchallenged. It is
most incorrect to say that it would not
affeet the sibuation.

Tur CHAIRMAN :

Member got the prices?

Has the hon.

Mr. JATOB: T am not coneerned about
prices ; I am concerned about the incon-
venicnce caused the public.

Tie CHATIRMAN : It is no use talk-
ing about markets and exports except you
consider prices.
JACODB:

Mr. Is it proper for this
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Colony to import copra and oil from St.
Lucia ?

Tur CHAIRMAN : It is

not at all

satisfactory to have a severe drought.
(Laughter).
Mr. SEAFORD : Tt was not realized

what the effects of the drought would be.
We know that if a market is once lost it is
almost impossible to regain it. In some
businesses articles are bought from com-
petitors at increased prices in order to
retain their customers. T would like the
hon. Member to name the months in which
those exports were made. It is rather un-
fortunate that we should in this Council
try to blame both the Board of Agricul-
ture and the Department of Agriculture or
the Government for a situation over which
they had absolutely no control, and that is
the drought.

Mr. JACOB: T have not blamed the
Department of Agriculture at all in regard
to the exports of coconuts; T blame the
Copra Board. Tt should not have ex-
ported all the coconuts and copra knowing
fully well that a drought was on and that
they had to safeguard supplies for use in
the Colony. If it is the intention of the
Board to export oil without taking into
account future supplies then all I can say
is Giod help us from that Board and people
of that type. Inmy own home we could not
cet oil and we had to send to a shop and buy
half a pint at a timwe for six cents. The
price was 11 cents per pint and not 12
cents, but we have no half-cent coins here.
We had to send a dozen times in order to
get 6 pints of oil. That happened through-
out the Colony. The shopkeepers had to
buy oil at 2/- or 3/- per gallon above the
fixed price, and while they will not admit
it they had to re-sell it at an increased
price. A man who wants a certain article
will do anything to get it, and would even
break the law. Is that not within the
knowledge of Government? I am con-
cerned about the inconvenience caused the
the public, and T think there is inconven-
ience. at the present time with regard to
oil.  This Government is not properly in-
formed. Whether Government takes steps
to get proper information I do not know,
but T make the definite statement that
Government is not properly informed on
many things which are happening in the
Colony.
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Mr. PEER BACCHUS : Fortunately or
unfortunately I happen to be a member of
the Board of Agriculture and also a mem-
ber of the Copra Board which is consti-
tuted by persons who are interested in the
industry itself and have made investments
in the coconut industry. The hon. Mem-
ber has selected figures for 1940 and 1939,
the year before the drought and the year
of the drought. I do not know if he can
find a more suitable year to make com-
parisons of figures, but even with those
years he has not proved his case. His
complaint is that the Board exported
copra. He has not mentioned the montbh,
but I think when the Board exported
copra there was a surplus stock in the
Colony. No one could have anticipated
the effect of the drought.

Mr. JACOB: T realize that the Board
could not anticipate anything.

Tre CHAIRMAN : They ought to have
foreseen the drought!

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: The members
of the Board cannot foresee the weather
as well as the hon. Member for North
Western, District. He might give us a
forecast of the weather for next year. The
hon. Member admitted that there was a
scarcity of oil and coconut products and
yet charged Government with indiscretion
in importing copra and oil from another
Colony.

Mr. JACOB : I charged the Board with
lack of foresight in exporting all it had.
It afterwards had to import. FPlease do
not confuse the point.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS : The Board
exported because it could not foresee the
drought. For the information of the hon.
Member I may say that since the importa-
tion of oil into the Colony it has teen
sold to the consumer at the rate fixed by
Government. For the hon. Member’s
information also I may say that there was
a slight margin of profit between the im-
port price and the price to the consumer.
Similarly, in the case of copra it was
imported into the Colony and supplied to
the mills which manufacture deodorised
oil at the same price at which the coco-
nut producers (and I am one of them) told
Government it could not pay them to sell
it.  May T ask the hon. Member if that
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was not good business that the Board did?
I challenge the hon. Member to prove that
there is any scarcity of oil now in the
Colony. T think he can get all the oil he
wants from any retail shop or from the
mills.  Six hundred drums of oil recently
arrived in the Colony and there is still
much oil to be had. The Copra Board is
constituted by persons interested in the
industry who can well take care of them-
selves. I do not think they need any
assistance or advice from the hon. Member
for North Western District as to how to
carry on their business.

Mr. Di AGUIAR: T had no desire to
join in this debate at this stage, especially
as we have bheen promised a further con-
tribution hy the hon. Member for North
Western District, but I can hardly allow
some of the statements he has made to go
unchallenged. T would like first of all to
state that T am not in the same unfortu-
nate position as the hon. Member for Wes-
tern Berbice. T happen not to be a mem-
ber of the Copra Board, and perhaps if T
err I would be erring along the lines of
the hon. Member himself. But I hardly
think T would err as badly as he has done
because I think the hon. Member will give
me credit for knowing something about
buying and selling of oil which is part of
my business, and I should be able to ex-
press an opinion as to the reason for a
shortage or a glut in the market in respect
of any commodity in which my firm is
interested. Tt is all very well and fine to
be wise after an event, and most of us can
always point out any errors that might
have been made here and therc when one
grasps at details to attack a policy. Any
Member who attempts to do that starts to
err from the very heginning.

I could not remain in my seat and allow
the hon. Member to make the remarks he
did ahout the Board which, in my opinion,
is doing its hest in spite of the very difli-
cult times it has to labour under. I do
not know whether it is the hon. Member's
view that this Colony should not produce
coconuts, rice or black-eye peas for export.
In fact T have heard him over and over
again in this Council championing the
cause of those industries and making com-

parisons of export figures. To-day he
tells us that we should not export.
I do not know whether he thinks that

Government should have stepped in when
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the Board was making those shipments
of copra and prohibited the export. 1 sub-
mit that he was quite wise in not making
such a suggestion. T must assume that
when the Board made the shipments of
coconuts and copra it was in possession
of more facts than the hon, Member has
given the Council to-day. The Board
must have been satisfied, and this Govern-
ment must have been satisfied that the
facts were sufficiently sound to permit the
export of coconuts and copra. The hon.
Member must not lose sight of the fact
that the figures he quoted for 1940 relate
to exports under war conditions. I happen
to know that it is the desire of Govern-
ment, to retain as much as possible for the
consumption of the inhabitants of the
Colony, and if the Board and the Govern-
ment permitted those exports the facts
must have been against the arguments of
the hon. Member.

There is no doubt that there was a
temporary shortage of oil; everybody
knows that, but I submit respectfully that
the blame should not be placed at the
doors of the Copra Board. I will advise
the hon. Member to try to make some
enquiries as to where the blame should be
laid. T am not here thia morning to assist
him in that direction, but I will advise him
to make enquiries before he attaches the
blame to the Board. I want to remind
him that I amn not a member of the Board.
The opinion I am giving the Council to-
day is the result of my own experience as
a commercial man. and one who s
interested directly and indirectly in oil.

There was one remark made by the hon.
Member which surprised me. In fact it
pained me greatly to hear from the
hon. Member that he broke the law and
paid a higher price for oil- than that
fixed by Government. One would have
expected him, an honest individual respon
sible to this Government and to the
community, to have brought such informa-
tion to the notice of the ‘sovernment,
especially in these times when we know—
and I do not know that the hon. Member
is not aware of it—that it is the desire of
Government to keep down commodity

rices at a levil within the reach of the
uying public. Instead of that we find the
hon. Member encouraging—1I can hardly use
any other word—profiteering by paying a
higher price just to get a point of 0il, with-
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out passing on the information to the
proper authority so that action might be
taken to protect the unfortunate individ-
uals whom the hon. Member himself has
the honour to represent. I was pained
and shocked to hear that statement bv the
hon. Member. (Laughter).

Mr. JACOB: Let me correct the hon.
Member right away. Whatever I have
stated here I never went so far as to cay
that my family broke the law. 1 stated
clearly that we had to buy oil in half pint
lots, paying the extra price for buying in
halves. The price was 11 cents per pint,
and buying in half pints we had to pay an
extra half-cent, and as there is no half-cent
coin in the Colony we had to pay 6 cents
for a half pint. By paying the additional
price we got what we wanted, and Govern-
ment permits one to buy in half pints.
Bven if I did exceed the margin it does not
matter a row of pins to me; my conscience
is elear. The clock has struck, and when
we resume after lunch I shall have some-
thing more to say about it.
for

The Committee adjourned the

luncheon recess until 2 p.m.
2 p.m.

Mr. LEL attended.
Mr. JACOB:

adjourned—

Mr. D AGUIAR: May I remind the
hon. Member that I was on my feet. I do
not know whether he wants to carry on
with another speech. He has interrupted
me before and, perhaps, I may give him an
opportunity to interupt me again.

When the Committee

Mr. JACOB: I was actually on my
feet when the adjournment was taken.,

Tar CHAIRMAN: If the hon. Mem-
her wishes to continue he may do so.

Mr. JACOB: When the Committee
adjourned I was replying to certain incor-
rect conclusions arrived at by the hon.
Member for Central Demerara (Mr.
De Aguiar).

Mr. De AGUITAR : T am sorry to inter
rupt the hon. Member, but I want to afford
him an opportunity of correcting me
because I have quite a lot of incorrect
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information to furnish this Council. If
he waits until I have done so he would
have an opportunity to reply. I mention
that so as to save the time of the Council.
I do not know after hearing that if he
wishes still to continue,

Mr. JACOB : T am not saying that my
hon. friend deliberately tried to twist what
I stated, but T made it specifically clear
that there was such a shortage of oil in the
Colony that consumers could not get more
than a half-pint from certain retailers of
oil and to get a week’s supply certain per-
sons had to purchase a half-pint at a time
thereby having to pay the difference in
price consequent on there being no half-
cent coin in circulation in the Colony.

Tae CHAIRMAN : A difference of
cent !

one

Mr.JACOB : Yes; the price was eleven
cents per pint and one had to pay six cents
for a half-pint. My family had that prac-
tical experience, and T give that to my hon.
friend to think about. I went on further
to say that shopkeepers were deliberately
infringing the law, because in order. to
please customers they had to enter into
private arrangement with sellers of oil for
a drum at their own price and they were
able to get the increased cost from the con-
sumers. It is not my business to go
around as a private detective in the matter.
On the few occasions that 1 have acted as
a private detective, I regret to say, I
obtained no encouragement from Govern-
ment to continue. I propose to make cer-
tain definite statements here and leave
them to this Council to accept or treat
otherwise. I may he wrong and do not
have a proper conception of my duty as an
Elected Member of this Council, hut |
think the time has arvived for me to speak
plainly and clearly to certain Klected
Members of this Council so as to try and
corrvect their view-point. My hon. friend
is in the habit of trying to confuse things
in order to make out to the public that I
am  wrong, and I do ask him not to
attempt to do that in the future. T ask
himi s a special favour to put things fairly
and squarely if not the husiness of this
Council would be prolonged. 1 said noth-
ing this morning to show that I broke the
law or as he put it—I aided in breaking
the law. That may be so in so far as the
opinion of the hon. Member is concerned,
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T shall listen very carefully to what he has
to say, and if the opportunity presents
itself for me to reply I will do so.

As regards the remarks of the hon.
Member for Western Berbice (Mr. Peer
Bacchus) who, I am sorry, is not here, he
made two definite statements—that therve
is no shortage ‘'of oil at the present time,
and that customers can get all they want.
Tthink T am right in saying that he said
there is a swrplus. He made the further
statement that the Copra Board in import-
ing oil and ecopra for local consumption
made a profit. T am not in a position to
challenge the latter statement as I have not
had any information, but T would like to
enquire whether import duty had heen
paid on that oil and copra and whether
the overhead charges were added so as to
arrive at a proper profit margin. He made
the definite statement that somebody was
making profit, and T would like that
clarified. As regards the first statement
that there is an adequate supply of oil in
the Colony, I desire to say that is not
correct from the information I have
received. During the adjourninent I took
the opportunity to ring up  Messrs.
Wieting and Richter, Ttd., and speak to
Mvr. Chapman who looks after the sale and
distribution of edible oil for that firm. He
told me over the telephone that on the
12th November he had instructions which
were circulated to all the branches of the
firm that customers were only to get two
pints of oil at a time, and on the 20th of
the same month the yuantity was reduced
to one pint because they feared there
would he a shortage. T to to-day they
are not selling more than one 1_)i}1t at
a time to customers. That is the infor-
mation T got through the telephone from a
responsible member of the staff of Messrs.

Wieting  and  Richter, Ltd. 1 wish
my hon. friend had heen in his seat
to  contradict that information  and
confirm the statement that he had
made. 1 ¢o further and  say that I

was told during the adjowrnment, that
on Saturday morning when a  customer
went to one of the branches of Messrs.
Wicting and Richter, Ttd., and asked for oil
he was told that there was no oil available.
Whether the statement is correct or not
that there is an adequale supply of oil T do
not know, and perhaps that member of
the Copra Board knows better, but I do
protest against Elected Members getting
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up here and talking things of which they
know very little or nothing. The hon.
Member went on to say—I am sorry I
have to refer to this—that the Copra
Board is better off without me on it.

Tee CHAIRMAN : Thave no recollec-
tion of the hon. Member saying that.

Mr. JACOB : I think, he said they did
not want my advice on the Copra Board.

Tae CHAIRMAN: I think, he said
they did not need your advice.

Mr. JAC®B: I make that statement
subject to correction. I have never tried
to get on the Copra Board. I speak very
little about the coconut and copra industry
in this Council because I am not properly
informed about it. (Hear ! Hear !'1) But
I have been properly informed recently
about the oil situation, and I have
attempted to compare the exports with
the imports with respect to  that
commodity. It should not be imported
and I lay the blame for that on the Copra
Board and no one else. If my hon. friend,
the Member for Western Berbice, thought
my criticism was too harsh, that is a
matter for him, but he must take some of
the responsibility for the messin which this
Colony has been for some time and is at
the present time in respect of its supply of
edible oil. If it is considered satisfactory
that customers cannot get what they want
—though I admit that it is war-time and
it is possible for that to occur—and if that
is going to be one of the pleas of Govern-
ment and Government is going to support
the argument of the hon. Mcmber
for Western Berbice, then I am sorry for
what the future is going to be. I think I
have made it perfectly clear that what I
do aslk of hon. Members is to represent
things properly to this Council and to give
correct information here. T do not know
whether my hon. friend wanted to attack
me, but I consider it a personal attack.
If his statement had been correct I would
not have replied in the way I did, but I do
ask him that when he is attempting to
contradict another Ilected Member in this
Council, at least for cohesion and co-
operation, he should Le very certain of his
facts.

Myr. D AGUTIALR : T do not know whut

is the opinion of lon. Members of this
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Council who have been following the
debate since this Council has gone into
Committee, but it does seem to me that
the privileges of speaking in Committee
are being slightly abused. I refer par-
ticularly to the frequent interruptions by
the hon. Member for North Western Dis-
trict (Mr. Jacob), and I venturc to suggest
to him that if this Council was not in
Committee he would not have attempted
on the several occasions that he has done
so since this Council is in Committee to
rise from his seat every time a Member
makes a statement, which apparently does
not reach his point of view, in an en-
deavour to impress this Council as to what
he thought he meant to say and in fact did
not say. I would advise him, whilst it is
true that hon. Members have the privilege
of speaking as often as they like on a par-
ticular subhject when the Council is in
Committee, that it would come with better
grace if the hon. Member makes a few
notes while another Member is speaking,
and when that Member has finished his
contribution he then rises to correct what
appears to him at the time to be a mistake
or misinterpretation of what he thought
he did say. I am glad, however, that
whatever I do say seems to confuse the
hon. Member and, perhaps, prompt him to
interrupt; but whatever 1 say cannot be
validly challenged by the hon. Member for
North Western District because I am
always sure of the facts, and facts are hard
things.

Let us get down to what actually
occurred in the case of copra. I am going
to forgive the hon. Member for what he
sald because he has himself admitted that
he knows very little about the copra or
coconut industry, yet he has attempted in
the same breath to claim to know some-
thing about the shortage of oil. Iam pre-
pared  to show that he knows nothing
about the subject which he has attempted
to bring before the Council this morning
Tn attempting to make out a case against
the Copra Board the hon. Member has
produced figures without reason, giving
the exports of copra from this Colony in
1939 and 1940. 1 think he quoted the
ficures for 1939 as 510 tons and for 1940
something over 1,000, tons and by a simple
mathematical calculation he arrived at the
conclusion that hecause the Board exported
1,000 tons the shortage “of oil vesulted.
Those arc nob facts that the people who
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know the industry will countenance at all.
I want to tell the hon. Member that T am
not a member of the Copra Board, and I do
not take part in their discussions. 1 know
nothing of what takes place on the Boaxrd,
but I am a commercial man and I have
some experience and knowledge of the sab-
ject.  In fact 1 hope that what 1 shall
tell the lhon. Member will make him
appreciate the efforts of the Board more
than he seems to do so far. The price of
copra was very low last vear. The average
price was between £10 and £11.10s.6d.
per ton. IFrom the very book the hon. Mem-
ber quoted his figures he would find that
to be a fact. The Board had gone to
the trouble of going into the matter
thoroughly. It was considered a very low
‘price and as a result only 510 tons of
copra were exported in 1939. At the end
of that year the Board found themnselves
with a heavy carry-over stock — That
was to Dbe expected if they only shipped
510 tons that year. Just about the
same time—and this is where the difficulty
actually arose—the Demerara Cake and
0il Mills, Ltd.,were also the holders of large
stoclss of oil and therefore were not buyers
of copra. The Demerara Cake and Oil
Mills, Litd., were the largest buyers of copra
i the Colony. The Board was naturally
faced with the ditliculty of hiaving a large
quantity of copra on hand belonging to
producers which, if not sold, would result
in loss to them. Something had to ke
done in order to relieve the situation,
which went even further than that. The
Demerara Cake and Oil Mills, Litd., them-
selves during the early part of this year
sold very little oil and also became anxious
over the situation. Apart from the fact
that they were carrving large stocks, as
very clever businessmen, as T know them
to be, they could not commit themselves to
the purchase of a further quantity of copra
in view of the slow sales of the finished pro-
duct, and I have reason to believe that
they informed the Board that they were
not in a position to purchase any copra
from them. The Board had then to
take steps to relieve themselves of
their stocks, which were losing weight.

T am informed that during that period the
total purchases in the Colony were only about
30 tans of copra. T quote that figure because
1 want the hon, Member to appreciate the
differcuce between the purchase of 30 tons
uf copra for the manufacture of oil in this
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Colony and the export of 1,000 tons which
took place subsequently. TFaced with that
situation the Board had a duty to the pro-
ducers to perform, and they enquired as to
what prices could be obtained for the
copra in their possession. Between March
and June they were able to obtain a
favourable price. 1 am going to invite the
Lhon. Member to look at the book from
which he was quoting, and he will there see
that the price obtained by the Board was
£13 per ton, an increase in one instance of
£3 per ton and in another instance of
nearly £2 per ton, thereby benefiting the
producers.

I know where the hon, Member has
erred. I think it is the same recason why
he erred so far as his own personal
interest was concerned. Had he the fore-
sight then as he has not to-day, he would
not be paying the high price for oil for use
in his household but would have secured the
oil at the low prices then prevailing. It did
not then occur to him that there would be a
shortage of oil. He probably felt as all of us
who have studied this Colony that the June
rains would come, the coconut trees would
bloom and there would be a plentiful supply
of nuts. That did not happen, and in the
meantime sales were made at remunerative
prices. Where the hon. Member has also
erred, is that although the sales wereactually
made between February and March the
shipments did not get away until either
in May or June. By that time the rains
did not come, and the hon. Member says,
perhaps in his judgment quite rightly, the
Board should not have shipped the copra.
e never stopped to think that the actual
sales were made before June and only the
shipments were being made then. But again
the shipments were made under what
conditions ? Conditions I have previously
described.—no local market. The only
remunerative market was closed. KEvery-
body knows that the local market is the
only remunerative market to the producer.
If the hon. Member does not know that, I
would tell him that the copra-producer
obtains a better price for his product when
the Demerara Cake and Oil Mills, Ltd., can
take all he can produce. It is only when
it has to be exported that his average price
falls.

I am very fond of criticisi, but I like
constructive criticism, T would have pre-
ferred the hon Member for North Western

19
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this  Council or this
Government what should be doune to
remedy such unfortunate -circumstances
that we had to go through. We know
there was a shortage of oil. It is regrettable.
I know that to my own cost. There was a
serious shortage of oil, but there were
reasons. It seems to me that the
hon. Member may have advised Govern-
ment that in the light of the experience
resulting out of this shortage Government
may now carefully examine the relationship
between the copra-producer, the coconut-
grower—who are both more or less one
and the same party—the crude oil-maker
and the refined oil manufacturer. I think
this is the time when Government ought
to be able to obtain very useful information
that will be of considerable benefit to the
industry as a whole. But we must not
look at the industry from the top end of
it —the refined oil end—though we may
perhaps start there. Personally I would
prefer to see the start made at the bottom
end—the coconut-producers’ end—and the
industry followed right through to the
copra-producers, the crude oil makers and
up to the refined oil manufacturers. I
know that the crude oil position is the
hardest part to solve.

District tell

Speaking for myself I have acquired
quite a lot of information,
a vresult of that I have arisen to
plead with the officers of Government,
who have also acequired a lot of infor-
mation as the result of the shortage.
It is one of those things, I venture to sug-
gest where out of evil may come good. T do
not know what steps Government took to
relieve the situation, but we have heard
that the Board have imported oil. Of
course they were right to du so. I did not,
however, understand the hon. Member in
the course of his criticism to say that the
Board or Government had no right to
import the oil. T hope that is not so. If
he did, then I have something more to say.
Faced as we were with the situation as
existed at the time—very little or no
edible oil in the Colony-—it seems that
either the Government or the Board acting
under instructions from the Government
were bound to import edible oil for the
needs of the inhabitants of this Colony.
It was a duty they owed to the consuming
public. I do nut think, however, the hon.
Member ever meant that the Board or
Government should not import oil in those
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circumstances. I am very glad to be able
to say that up to the present the hon.
Member for North Western District has
no$ interrupted me in my remarks. It
may well be that he is unable to do so. I
shall even make this statement, that if he
desires to have all I have said confirmed,
he should be able to set about obtaining
the confirmation himself,

Mr. JACOB: I did not interfere with
my hon. friend because there was no
necessity to do so. I have a distinct
recollection that before the acdjournment
was taken he had finished talking on the
subject and I had got up to reply. He
has now put a different complexion on the
debate by stating that he did not finish
then. At about 12.28 o’clock he stopped
speaking and took his seat. I did not
interrupt him at all. I then gotup and
said that T would reserve what I had to
say until after the adjournment. It was
very interesting to listen to the statements
made by the hon. Member in regard to
copra. But what has he got to say
about 0il ? He studiously left that out.
In 1939 the Board exported 2,199 gallons
of oil valued at $971, and up to October
31, in 1940 the amount was 14,980 gallons
valued $7,105. T am not prepared to go in-
to all the things stated by him, but if you
examine his statements carefully it would
oc seen that he prefaced them with « I
understand ”’ or «“T havé been told.” The
hon. Mewber is not a member of the Board
and therefore his statements cannot be
taken as definite or authentic.

Mr. De AGUIAR : I am sorry I have
to rise again, but I must invite the hon.
Membelr’s attention again to what are facts.
He has not said it and so has left the
Council with the understanding that the

figures he quoted there for oil are those for

refined oil. If that is so, I would like to
tell the hon. Member that he is not correct.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : I do not know
whether it would be too rash a conclusion
to draw the inference that the hon. Mem-
ber for North Western District desires to
transform  this hall into a lecture-room
for the benefit of his fellow Electives.
I would remind the hon. Member that in
order to obviate the necessity for what
has just taken place—recrimination be-
tween two hon. Members of the Elec-
tive Section—I had addressed to each
Elected Member a circular asking him to
meet privately in conference in order to
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decide what the method of approach in
this debate should be in.regard to Esti-

mates. Unfortunately the hon. Member
for North Western District has not
replied to that circular.

I was rather interested to hear the

hon. Member for Georgetown North (Mr.
Seaford) say that one of the difficulties of
the agricultural community is the cost of
production. Increased production by local
agriculture appears to me, and I submit
that it would so appear to hon. Members
of this Council, to be a vital question in
the needs of the Colony. If that is so, I
would ask the Board of Agriculture to see
whether they cannot increase the con-
fidence of the agricultural community by
making agriculture a more payable propo-
sition. The hon. Member for Georgetown
North laughs. There are several sug-
gestions that I can throw out, suggestions
not only confined to this particular part of
the hemisphere but of a much wider con-
secquence and wider avenues of approach.
There are several treatises on the cost of
production in agriculture. In the United
Kingdom for instance it has heen dis-
covered that the fiscal policy should be
one which should relieve the agricultural
community in the way of rates. The exist-
ing fiscal policy of this Colony Jays an undue
burden, I submit, on agriculture. Then
there are recognised principles of approach
by which farming can be made indeed more
attractive to those who are concerned with
the industry. May I ask the hon. Mem-
ber, who is a member of the Board of
Agriculture, whether the Board of Agri-
culture has considered such legislation ag
obtains in the United Kingdom—the
Agriculture Wages Acts, the Agriculture
Holdings Acts—and whether those Acts
can be applied to this Colony or not? It
seems to me that the high taxation which
has to be met out of the poor return from
the labour on the land is the whole cause
or one of the root causes of the failure of
the agricultural policy in this Colony.

I quite agree with the hon. Member for
Central Demerara (Mr. De Aguiar) when
he suggests that now is the time to con-
sider the advisability of co-operative
marketing schemes in dealing with the
coconub industry. I think that should be
gone into very closely and carefully by the
Board of Agriculture. The ditficulties of
the Board are no doubt aggravated by cer-
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tain individuals’ disinterestedness in com-
munal life, and I have no hesitation in
saying that the position is aggravated for
personal gain. Those persons are known
to Government, and all one can do is to
ask Government to act, and that strongly,
for the benefit of the community. That is
one of the great obstacles of the Board of
Agriculture and certain other Boards and
| epurtments in this Colony. There is
quite a lot one can say in detail but I
think, and T venture to suggest, thas if the
Board of Agriculture adopts the line
envisaged we may get a little further in
obtaining that increased production which
this Colony desires and will thrive by.

The hon. Member for Georgetown North
seems to think that the reduction of rates
or giving of loans as suggested may lead to
financial disaster. To that I do not sub-
scribe. There is, perhaps, another matter
which the hon. Member may consider and
that is whether by a reduction of the tax-
ation on those areas under productive
cultivation, it may propel the unculti-
vated areas into cultivation, it would
not be an inducement to those persons
who leave their lands unfallowed and
untilled if they can get relief from taxation
through tilling the land.

Mr. SEAFORD: The hon. Member has
attempted 1o make suggestions to the
Board of Agriculture in this Council. I
am suggesting that with his vast know-
ledge of agriculture he might have sent
in that information to the Board of Agri-
culture, as I am sure they would have
immediately attempted to the utmost of
their ability to follow it up. But when he
says a fiscal policy can reduce the cost of
agriculture, I am at a complete loss to
know what he is getting at. I wonder if
the hon. Member is aware that Govern-
ment does everything it can to promote
agriculture at the present time. Itoes he
realize that fertilizers come in at a reduced
import duty, that agricultural implements
come in free? Is he aware that Govern-
ment allows the rice people to get petrol
duty free for use in ploughing their lands ?
It so often happens in this Council that
hon. Members come here absolutely
ignorant of their facts.

The hon. Member also speaks about the
taxes on the land. What are those taxes
for in the majority of cases? Does he
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realize that the tax is for drainage and
irrigation ? Must the rest of the com-
munity be, asked to pay for the drainage
and irrigation of certain districts? Ts
that done in any part of the world?
Whatever you do or grow, ought it
not to be self-supporting? If all agri-
culture here has to be subsidized it
means bankruptcy. Does the hon. Mem-
ber know what happens as regards loans
to agriculturists ? I wonder if he knows
anything about the Poemeroon Disirict?
I wonder if he realizes how much loans are
given out by Government in various parts
of the Colony? It is a risk tolend on
growing crops. It is done to a certain
extent with rice by landowners at a very
high rate of interest, and that is the com-
plaint that comes in continuously. I do
not think he can say that this Government
or the Board of Agriculture has not been
out of its way to see in what way it can
possibly help in promoting agriculture
either by loans or by assisting in the
various duties, an import tax or things like
that. But, as I said before, where you
have got to fight against drainage and
irrigation problems such as we have in
this Colony and which are ever present
with us, it is very dificult for the land to
produce a low price crop to compete
suocessfully with other places which have
not that burden to bear the whole time.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : T am perfectly
aware of the relief mentioned by the hon.
Member. I did not intend to mention any-
thing about the Pomerocon Tlood Relief
Loan but the hon. Member has brought it
out. The reason why I did not intend to
do so was because T had already indicated
to this Council that details would be
omitted from what I had to say. As the

hon. Member has mentioned the Pomeroon
Relief Bill-—

Mr. SEAFURD : I do not think I
mentioned anything about Pomeroon
Relief Bill. I referred to Pomeroon and
oth r districts of the Colony where loans
have been given for agriculture.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : I am referring to
the Pomeroon Relief Loan. I may point
out to the hon. Member that answers have
been given by Government to me in this
Council relative to that very loun. Those
answers I propose following up, as 1 am
not saying that the higher officials of this
Government are unaware of the facts, but
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I am saying that they have been wrongly
advised and time will tell the tale.

I would also like to point out to the
hon. Member that I also intend to
enquire in this Council why the Colonial
Development Act, and on whose recom-
mendation it wiped out certain loans,
including one for $19!,000 odd which
was given to the sugar estates and
of which T have given notice. Why
that sum should be wiped out by the
Colonial Development Act and the loans
to farmers in thec Pomeroon should
not also be wiped out, it is difficult to
understand. Perhaps there is an answer
and the hon. Colonial Secretary will give’
us it, as I have no doubt there must be an
answer. It is just these little details I
would rather not deal with in public. I
rather that they be dealt with in my own
way, but my hon, friend has given me the
opportunity of dealing with them openly. It
is in relation to that sort of fiscal policy
to which reference has been made by me.
Why there should be this discrimination,
it is ditbcult to understand. Perhaps the
Colonial Development Act and the recom-
mendation for wiping out leans under that
Act were not made by this Government.
We can only trust, if thatis so, that con-
sideration was carefully given and the
recommendation made on that considera-
tion. I am quite aware that I am not an
“expert ” in agriculture, but I would like
to point out to the hon. Member that I do
read and read considerably outside my own
sphere of activities, which is the Jaw. Tt
is to that fact I direct hie attention. I
have written volumes to Government, and
the hon. Colonial Secretary, who I see
smiling, will no doubt substantiate the
fact that the very minimum is a letter per
day I send to Government. I do notintend
Government to think that all the sugges-
tions I make are worthy of consideration,
nor do I intend Government to think that
they are all worthy of being rejected.

Mr. JACOB: I donot want to enter into
the controversy which has arisen between
the two hon. Members who have just
spoken. I would just like to rewind my
hon, friend, the Member for Western
Essequebo, that as regards the letter he
wrote to hon. Members I have always been
in favour of meeting together and discuss-
ing matters coucerning the business of
the Council. He has wade reference to it
at the last meeting of the Council and
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again to-day. I would like to enquire of
him why he did not attend the meeting
called by the hon. Colonial Secretary for
last Saturday and where he was when the
letter was actually sent to him. The hon.
Member knows perfectly well that I would
always co-operate towards that end, and it
is therefore no use his repeating in this
Council that he had circulated a letter and
the hon. Member for North Western Dis-
trict did not reply. I commend the hon.
Member for making one or two attempts,
but four or five years ago I made three un-
successful attempts to get hon. Members
meet. I even carried the matter a stage
further and asked them to form two
parties because it is iwmpossible to get
the Electives to agree on any uniform
policy. My hon. friend was asked to join
one of the parties and when the paper was
put to him to sign he refused.

Mr. SEAFORD : I would like to let
the hon. Member for Western Essequebo
know that I rather deal with things in
public than in his own way.

Mr. WALCOTT: 1 have with great
patience listened to the various speakers
and their criticisms and personalities. T
T have no intention to be personal, but it
is to my mind unfortunate when hon. Mem-
bers level criticism at Government they do
not produce something that will he helpful
instead of always offering destructive criti-
cism. The Agricultural Department has
always had my greatest sympathy though,
perhaps, not as much as the farmers; both
of them, however, do receive very great
sympathy from me. The Agricultural
Department has done good work, but it is
impossible for a workman to work pro-
perly without proper tools  If any blame
is to be levelled for the lack of improve-
ment in agriculture, that DbLlame I am
afraid has got to belevelled at Govern-
ment and unot at the Department. I
am not speaking about the present
administration because Your Iixcel-
lency has not been here long enough
to inaugurate schemes for the irrigation
and drainage of agricultural lands. When
I say irvigation and drainage, 1 mean
proper irrigation and dr.inage. Tt is high
time that the matter be taken in hand
geriously. We have at one period of the year
drought and at another time floods, and so
it has been going on to my knowledge for
the last 20 years and nothing serious has
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been done by Government to try and im-
prove that condition. Year after year
people plunt crops which they do not reap.
As regards the weather conditions which
have existed within the last year and a
half they have been extraordinary. It was
impossible to get anything to grow on
account of that. With the exception of a
few weeks this year there has been no rain
since August, 1939. As I said before we
have to tackle this question in a big way.
I think you are about to do it now, if
what I have heard outside this Council is
correct. I would earnestly ask you to try
and get something done if you have the
means at your disposal, as I understand
you have from the Colonial Development
Vote given by the Imperial Government.

As regards the question of copra, I
regret to hear from my hon. friend on my
left (Mr. Jacob) the criticisms levelled at
the Board, One should think that these
Boards are paid bodies, The work
they do very often make a great demand
on the members’ timeand members actually
lose money by sitting on them. It seems,
therefore, manifestly unfair to aim such
criticism at them as has been done by my
hon. friend on my left, and I'hope this
is the last time I shall have the misfortune
to listen to such criticism. With regard
to what has happened in connection with
the shortage of edible oil, T was away for
three months but on my return I was
immediately attacked from all sides about
it. It seems to me, Your Excellency,
vhat you may give some further considera-
tion to the price. I know that before I
went away the Demerara Cake and Oil
Mills, Ltd., were unable to sell their oil
and they therefore stopped buying copra,
as they had a large stock of oil on hand.
@il is a product that you cannot keep for
an unlimited time; it has to be sold
while comparatively fresh. The Company
therefore had to stop buying copra for
the manufacture of oil, and further the dry
weather made it very ditlicult for the
coconut-growers to get the samereturns
as they would under normal conditions.
I am afraid that next year it is going to
be even worse. Perhaps Your Excellency
does not know that it takes a year from
the time a coconut tree flowers to the
time the fruit is ripe for reaping, and there-
fore I can foresee—I am not a prophet
but speak from experience—itis goingto
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be more difficult in that direction than
this year has been.

The importation of oil was a necessity,
but you have to include in your delibera-
tions a fixed price. You must consider
the producer as well as the consumer and,
I think, sufficient consideration has not
been given to the’producers’ end. Mayhe
Your Excellency has been misinformed on
the subjvct and so thinks that the coconut-
growers are making a lot of money. I
know what it costs to produce coconuts.
If you keep your plantation in proper con-
dition, I can assure Your Excellency that
a price of $6 or $7 per 1,000 would only
mean a loss to the producer of coconuts—
that is if he keeps his property in order,
and he cannot keep his property in order
all the time at a loss. Therefore by set-
ting a standard price to the consumer that
is too low you will interfere with the ulti-
mate production of coconuts, and I appeal
to Your Excellency to give very serious
consideration  to that. I have now
no personal interest in the industry:
If you reconsider the fixing of the
price—I am speaking of the wholesale
price —on such a basis as to give the pro-
ducer a fair profit whilst not loading the
consumer to any great degree, I think it
would stop all this acrimonious discussion
which is goi g on throughout the Colony
at the present time. Coming back fresh
from a country where you don’t lLear
that, it seems to me most unfortunate to
have the constant bickering between one
side and another and criticisms being
levelled all around—destructive criticism
and no constructive or helpful criticivm.

As regards coffee, I have heard my hon.
friend on my left (Mr. Jacob) talk about
very low production and dwindling export.
Most of the coffee produced here went to
Scandinavian ports, and even if you had
coffee to export at the present time you
would find no market for it. The consider-
able drop in production as well as no ex-
port is due first of all to the floods of 1934,
and also to the low prices ruling. Some
time ago when there was a discussion on
this matter and my hon. friend, the Mem-
ber for North Western Bistrict, asked for
a Committee to enquire into the industry
and try to help it, I felt then that the
industry needed help but not of the kind
that he thought, and that was actual
financial assistance. The farmers had a
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lot to do with the present situation. They
never attempted to produce cleaner coffee
and a class of coffee that would find a
market at a fair price in competition with
the cheap West African coffee.  Until
they do that they will only have a limited
demand for their product, and at the
present time it is limited onlv to the local’
market. If they produce another 100
tons of coffee it would have to be used in
the Colony as there is no market for it at
any price in Canada or the United States.
I do wnot think we ever shipped any
Liberian coffee to England, but we did
ship a certain amount to Canada and that
coffee had to be hand-picked in George-
town because it was not properly cleaned
at the mill. Iand-picking, as you may
imagine, costs a lot of money, Govern-
ment can help in that direcsion by placing
proper machines in the various coffee
districts for the people to take their pods
to be properly cleaned and made ready for
warketing. They would then get two
cents per pound more. I do not want to
go into details because I do not wish to
delay the Council too long.

Coffee, as you know, has an import duty
of 16 cents per Ib. in this Colony. TUn-
fortunately the Colony cannot produce
that grade of coffee that can be appre-
ciated here instead of the imported pro-
duct. It would be surprising to know
that a good many of the people here are
buying coffee imported from America and
paying four times the price that they
would pay for the local coffee, simply be-
cause the one is drinkable and the other is
undrinkable. I just mention that by the
\V&Ly.

I certainly could not understand what
the hon. Member for Western Essequebo
(Mr. C. V. Wight) was driving at and what
was the help he wanted. I certainly saw
one memorandum that he had written to
Government, aud I must honestly say that
I could not tell what he was driving at.

Perhaps hon. Members are in the same
position. IIe has pleaded ignorance of
planting and T appreciate that.

My, C. V. WIGHT: I am in the dark.
I do not know what memoraudum the hon.
Member is referring to,

Tee CJIAIRMAN : I am afraid I can-
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not help you. The hon. Member has said
there have been a good many.

Mr. WALCOTT : Isaw it at a place
which I should not like to refer to here. I
shall therefore say no more about that.
My hon. friend on my left (Mr. Jacob) has
handed me a note asking me if I do nov think
members of Boards should be paid. I
certainly think so. I am not a member
of any Board and therefore can say so.
Perhaps they may be paid on the same
basis as the Insurance Companies pay
their Directors, so much per meeting.

Tae CHAIRMAN: A commission on
the business done.

Mr. WALCOTT : The Directors are not
paid a commission on the business done
but on their attendance. If they do not
attend the meetings they get nothing.
Perhaps the members of these Boards
would attend more often if they get a fee
when they attend the meetings of the
Boards. I am sorry to have taken up so
much of the time of the Council, but I
can assure the hon. Member for Western
Essequebo and the other Elected Members
that if at any time I can be of help to
them I would be only too pleased to do so.
I am not going to talk about rice. I am
following the example of my hon. friend on
my left. I shall wait until later on so as
to hear what he has to say.

Mr. JACOB : I am sorry I have to get
up so often. (Laughter). I rise to con-
gratulate my hon. friend, Mr. Walcott,
on the first part of his speech.
It is not very often that we do
agree, but I agree with him en-
tirely in the first part of his
speech. As regards coffee, I think my
hon. friend misunderstood the help T
wanted to get for the industry. He said
financial help. If he were to reconsider
the speech he just delivered he would see
that there is a slight misunderstanding.
He has overlooked the fact that unless the
producer gets a little more actually in cash
or by co-operative means he cannot im-
prove his factory so as to give the better
grade of coffee that can be readily sold.
For some time now coffee has been
an unprofitable industry to the producers.

Tae CHAIRMAN: What is the price

now ?
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Mr. JACOB : I think ib is about twelve
cents per pound retail,

Mr. DE AGUIAR : Can T help the hon.
Member ? It is ten cents per pound.

Tue CHAIRMAN : T am informed that
the price of coffee has gone up consider-
ably within the last few months.

Mr. JACOB : But whilst that is so, the
production has gone down. The people did
not get the help of that price ab the cor-
rect time. If you look up the report of
the Committee you would see that we
recommended a price of eight cents per
The point
I wish to make is that the industry was
not given the help at the proper time. If,
as the position is now, the policy not ouly
of this Government but of the British
Government is to get everything from a
British source then I think Canada should
and would buy our coffee, but I am forced
to the conclusion that it appears that
our coffee industry must go oub
of existence entirely. I have to
agree, however, that the coffee industry
ought to be saved and especially as it is
the major industry in a particular part of
the Colony. If it can be replaced by some-
thing else then it is a different matter,
but I am forced to agree now that it is
no use helping the industry now as it has
got to a stage where any help is of no
practical value. I may remind the hon.
Member (Mr., Walcott) that I have been
stressing the fact that Government should
help the industry to improve the grade
and so help the producers. T rise just to
say that.

Mr. WALCOTT : I am always willing
to be corrected. I thought I had made
myself clear that if the coffee is cleaned
properly it would get two cents more per
pound than at present.

Item 1 (2)—Deputy Director of
Agriculture, $4,320.

Item 1 (6)—Botanist and Plant
Pathologist ($2,400 to $2,880 by $120),
$2,400,

Mr. DeAGUTAR: I would like to
enquire whether it is contemplated to fill
the post of Deputy Director, which was
left open last year after it had been
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discussed ad mauseam. Perhaps T may
ask the same question in respect of the
post of Botanist and Plant Pathologist
which is also vacant. I intended to
suggest that these two items on the
Bstimates be allowed to remain over in
view of the present situation.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : It is
not proposed to fill either of these posts.
The intention is to await the visit early
next year of the Agricultural Adviser and
the Comptroller for Development and
Welfare in the West Indies and find out
whether it is advisable to fill them. Much
depends on what his views are in the
matter.

Tae CHAIRMAN: I think the
Secrctary of State did not agree with the
views held here that those posts could be
so easily foregone. The whole position of
the Agricultural Departments in the West
Indies is now under review. There is an
Agricultural Adviser to the West Indies
and there is the Controller of the West
Indian Welfare Fund, who happens to be
an agriculturist, also in the West Indies,
and the position as regards this Depart-
ment will not be definitely settled until
we have had conferences with them.

Mr. DE AGUTAR : I agree that condi-
tions have changed since the debate and
perhaps it may be advisable on hearing
the views of the Advisers to retain the
items. I am quite prepared to allow them
to remain over. The only thing is that
we seem to have got on very well without
those particular otlicers.

Tar CHATRMAN : That is a matter of
opmion. Judged from the criticisms [
have heard, other hon. Members do not
agree that it is so.

Ttem 1 (4)—Veterinary Surgeon ($2,880
to $3,360 by $120), $3,120.

Mr. HUMPHRYS : May I ask Govern-
ment to consider permitting this officer to
have private practice of a consulting
nature ? The reason for that is that I
have been approached by certain people,
who have pointed out that it is very
dificult to obtain the services of a
Veterinary Surgeon in this Colony. There
is only one other available. I think it
would be a great advantage to the com-
munity and it would be very much
appreciated if this officer is allowed a sort
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of consulting practice. Tknow that quite
recently the Manager of a sugar estate
remarked how much he would like to call
in that officer in connection with the high
bred animals he has. I ask Government
to consider that and, if possible, to allow
him a limited private practice.

Professor DASH (Director of Agricul-
ture): This point was raised before and
Government decided against it as this
ofticer is ~o busily occupied with his work
that he has no time for private practice.
The otficer’s time is taken up fully and he
is away from headquarters very much of
the time. I do not think it can be allowed.
Now and again persons with livestock
have applied to me for the advice of the
Veterinary Surgeon and where possible I
have allowed it to be given. That policy
can be followed, but I do not think Govern-
ment will agree to an officer of this kind
having private practice.

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I do not know if
the hon. Director of Agriculture under-
stands me clearly. I am not suggesting
that this officer should leave his publie
duties in order to do private practice. I
am not thinking of him but of the com-
munity. There are instances where he can
be consulted, where he is free and available.
Why should he not help the community ?
I know of one instance he did render the
service asked for purely out of humanity,
bat one does not like to ask him to work
and cannot pay him for his services. I do
not think the Department should put any
difliculty in the way of his services being
available to the community.

Tre CHAIRMAN: Do you thiok
there will be much time at his disposal
for his services to be given to the com-
munity ?

Mr. HUMPHRYS: Not a great deal.
In the case of well bred animals falling ill
and you want them attended to, it is very
difficult to secure the services of Dr.
Foulton.

Trne CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member
suggests ¢ consulting practice,” that pre-
supposes another Veterinary Surgeon
being called in.

Mr. HUMPHRYS : In the medical and
legal professions that is so, but I am
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thinking of cases where the Veterinary
Surgeon is the only available person and
his attendance is desired. He may be
called in an emergency and it may be done
by reference to the Head of his Depart-
ment.

Tee CHAIRMAN : As a matter of fact
in such circumstances the offieer and
probably many others do often give their
services.

Mr. HUMPHRYS : One does nof like
to ask him for his services free, gratis and
for nothing.

Tee CHAIRMAN: Tt is a better
ariangement that he should be fully occu-
pied with his official work. It is a very
difficult business to define cases of
emergency and, I think, it is more satis-
factory to leave matters as they are.

Mr. HUMPHRYS : If the Head of his
Department consents to his seeing a par-
ticular cas¢ he ought to be allowed to do
s0.

Tre CHAIRMAN : To give the public
a sort of right to demand a particular
officer’s services for a particular case;
there is the danger of a very heavy
encroachment upon his time. As a
question of policy it is very difficult to
decide here what he can do.

Mr. HUMPHRYS : I throw it out as
a suggestion.

Tar CHAIRMAN : If the hon. Member
thinks it over and puts up a suggestion in'a
more sp cific form I may consider it. Tt
is certainly very difficult to decide here
now.

Mr. HUMPHRYS:
give details.

I will write and

Mr. JACOB : T think the present policy

of Government 1is more suitable and
acceptable. In a case of emergency an
officer can be allowed to give private

services but as a question of general prin-
ciple it is not desirable for a Government
officer to Le consulted and to be asked to
give advice. If it is found necessary and
there is no other Veterinary Surgeon
available, then some other arrangement
may be made, If the officer’s zervices
wre fully occupied, an 1 think they ave,
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then I think the suggestion is not a
desirable one. I would not like it to be
stated that this Conncil approves of the
suggestion made by the hon. Member for
Eastern Demerara, as there are a few of
us here who are very definitely against the
principle being changed.

Mr. LEE: I think that in the case of
an emergency, if the Director or Govern-
ment is approached, there would be no
hindrance to the services of the Veteri-
nary Surgeon being obtained, but to allow
him the right to have private practice this
Council cannot agree with that in prin-
ciple.

Tae CHAIRMAN: You see no
objection to his attending and giving
advice, so long as he is not paid for it!

Mr. LEE: Yes, except in cases where
he is directed by the Director.

Ttem 1 (l4)—Agricultural
($672 to $960 by $48), $960.

Mr. De AGUIAR: I would like to he
informed whether it is now proposed to
abolish the post of Agricultural Assist-
ant altogether, because these items have =«
way of disappearing one year and re-
appearing the next. I see from the mar-
ginal note that one post is now transferred
to Technical Assistants, I rather fancy
that next year we will find two instead of

Assistant

the one at present appearing on the
Estimates.

Item 1 (13)—3 Agricultural Instructors,
$3,927.

Mr. LEE : There was on the Island of
Wakenwam an  Agricultural Instructor.
He has been recently removed and no one
has been appointed to the vacancy. T
wrote Government in the matter, and was
told, that it was not necessary to fill the

vacancy as the residents can get the
services of the Agricultural Superin-
tendent. It has been proved, however,

that the services of the Superintendent
are so much occupied on the Kssequebo
Coast they can rarely be obtained bene-
ficially by the people resident on that
Island. During the drought when there
was a pest epidemic on the Island many of
the people might have saved some of their
crops had an Agricultural Instructor been
on the spot to give advice. I ask Govern-
wment to reconsider veplacing an Instructer
fihere: -
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Professor DASH: I am in sympathy
with the remarks of the hon. Member. I
think that when we are able to do so it
will be advisable to have a man on that

Island, but it is not possible now. The
Department is short-staffed, as several
members have been seconded for War

Fmergency work. I agree with the hon.
Member that it should be considered as
necessary in the future. »

With respect to item 1 (14) I think
the hon. Member for Central Demerara
(Mr. De Aguiar) will recall that the titles
of some of these officers were reviewed in
the Bain Gray Report and the term
«Technical Assistant” was brought in to
cover most of the subordinates in the
Department at the present time. The
term ¢ Agricultural Assistant” which is
.not a very happy one will eventually
disappear.

Tiue CHAIRMAN : This is the last one !
Professor DASH : Yes.

Mr. JACOB : Do I understand the hon.
Member for Central Demerara has raised
the question of the two vacant posts, and
do I understand you to say that they will
not be filled at the moment ?

Tee CHAIRMAN : It is not proposed
to fill them wuntil I have had the
opportunity of consultation with the

Agricultural Adviser and the Controller of
the West Indian Welfare Fund.

Mr. JACOB : What seems peculiar to
me is that the salary of the Botanist is
noted at $2,400, If the figures had not
been changed I would not have questioned

it. There must be some other reason for
it.

Tee CHAIRMAN : If the post is filled
that is the minimmum rate of salary for the
new man. I assure the hon. Member that
is a fact.

. Item 1 (27)—Grading Inspector ($1,440
to $1,920 by $120), $1,920.

My, JACOB: 1T want to refer to the
very interesting and exhaustive speech
given by Your Ixcellency on the 26th
November and to a particular paragraph.
For easy veference I have numbered the
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paragraphs of the speech.
on page 6 states :

Paragraph 17

Attempts were made by a few people
to aggravate the difficulties caused by a
temporary shortage in rice suppties due to the
aftermath of the recent drought. A delibecrate
endeavour was made in some instances to delay
the movement and milling of padi and to take
advantage of the occasion to force up the price
to the consumer.

I am going to plead with Your Excel-
lency to take this Council into your con-
fidence and give us some more details as to
who those people are, what is the quantity,
and whether in the opinion of Government
the quantity involved is suflicient to force
the price up.

Tue CHAIRMAN : It may save time, if
I say that T have nointention of doing any-
thing of the kind T said that I have good
grounds for stating so, and I am not going
to carry it any further.

Mr. JACOB: I claim to have a very
intimate knowledge of this industry. I
have studied it very carefully, and I have
been able to get information from all
sources and to arrive at a conclusion. I
think that advantage may have been taken
of the situation by some people, but the
quantity involved does not amount to half
a monu’s supply. The information has
not been correctly conveyed to Your
Excellency. Itis no use going over the
whole ground. T feel, sir, that the indus-
try as controlled now—Ilet me make it per-
fectly clear that 1 am not agains t control
but I am against control of the kind thar
you have now—is not properly managed.
The Rice Marketing Board’s report has
bieen issued a couple of daysago. [ am not
surprised that there has been a visible
loss, T say a visible loss because it is not
practicable to go into all the details here.
I asked certain questions about three
months ago and they have not been replied
to as yet  The loss on the working of the
Board for the last six months is shown as
$1,611.34. I gave a forecast of this since
last November and, I think, Government
has in its possession several letters I have
written forecasting a series of losses —loss
on the purchase of rice from Barbados,

loss en the working of the Board and
future loss for the next half year. I have

gone so far as to say at one time that the
exports of rice for 1940 will not be 15,000
tons and at another time that I did not
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think it would be 12,000 tons though
Government expected to export 30,000
tons. Owing to the shortage in Demerara
I, hardly think the exports will he more
than 10,759 tons. I recommended that
not a bag of rice be exported unless and
until we are certain that there are adequatve
supplies in the Colony to meet our deinands
up to November next year, I stressed that
point last November in this Council but
no attention was paid to it, and I stressed
it on the Rice Producers’ Advisory Com-
mittee but no attention was paid to it
again even in the replies given to ques-
tions. The result has been that the ex-
ports continued to the end of September,
resulting in the huge shortage which might
have caused trouble At the end of Septem-
ber the exports totalled 10,759 tons, in
October nothing was exported, aud
in November nothing also was exported.
Let me hope and pray that nothing will
be exported in December. The position
then is that the exports for this year will
be 10,759 tons as against 30,000 tons
anticipated, referred to, and formally
given to the hon. Member for Essequebo
River and myself by responsible ofticers
of this Government, particularly the
Chairman of the Rice Marketing Board.

The position on the whole has been
very unsatisfactory, Of the members of
the Rice Marketing Board there are
individuals for whom T have the highest
regard and whose ability I respect, but as
regards the others I have absolutely no
regard for their ability. On the last
occasion I wag accused of wanting a paid
position on the Board. T have not teen
able to get that cleared up as yet. I have
been refused confirmation or the oppor-
tunity of getting it clearly stated whether
the statement is in fact meant or it was just
stated in the heat of debate. It is on the
records of the Council that I wanted a
paid position of the Board. The hon.
Nominated Member, Mr. Walcott, has
stated about the payment of persons on
Boards just as I had done. TUnless you
get the right type of people who will give
proper service, youarenot going to succeed
in these attempts, I repeat it hecause
I feel extremely hurt. There are hon.
Members of this Council who know as a fact
that T have suggested nothing of a personal
character, When I spoke to hon. Mem-
bers of Council about it, I told them I
was in a position to help and would help
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provided the Board had the right type of
people on it. It is a fact that the indus-
try is definitely in a worse position now,
and I do not know if that is going to be
denied. BExports have been consisteutly
dwindling this year and will not amount
to 15,000 tons next year. I have stated
in a letter quite recently to the hon.
Colonial Secretary that 1t would he
a miracle if more than 8,000 tons
were exported in 1941 but if steps,
were taken now the exports could be
increased to 10,000 tons. However,
throughout the whole of last year nothing
was done about it. T have urged that not
a ton of rice should be exported until the
entire crop has been reaped, proper surveys
made and the ordinary local demands—
such as stock feed, cattle feed, domestic
consumption and seed for planting—talken
into account. It is my opinion that if
attempts are made to export ricethere
would be a shortage again unless adequate
means are adopted to ensure a Spring crop.
I made a similar statement in this Council
on the 22nd November, 1939, and T repeat
it is time that proper attention is paid to
these matters.

Your Excellency states you are not
saying anything more about the statement
you have made in your address which, I
have no doubt, was communicated to you.
The Board lLas issued a report, and let me
state at the outset that it is not worht the
paper it is written on, That is my opinion,
and 7 am prepared to stand by it. Para-
graph 8 of the rcport states :

For reasons which will be cxplained later in
the report, the Board with the approval of the
Governor, undertook the purchase of 20,000
bags of Indian rice from Barbados for delivery

to Trinidad and certain other West Indian

Islands, the result of this transaction being a
loss of $8,307.39.

The hon. Colonial Treasurer—let me
give him credit for being an expert on
finance although the finances of the Colony
are in a chaotic state (laughter)-—but it
must be apparent that he knows abso-
lutely nothing about the rice industry,
and ¢ his expert ” knowledge may not have
been available at all times. Just as my
hon. friend (Mr, Walcott) stated while the
Department of Agriculture is abused and
criticised mercilessly it is not the officer in
charge who should be held responsible.
The hon. Colonial Treasurer may give the
best advice in financial iabters, but to
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be put in charge of the Rice Marketing
Board and to allow him to go to the West
Indian Tslands and <ell rice he is wholly
unsuited for that position. If it is neces-
sary to have a Government Officer in
charge, the hon. Director of Agriculture
should have Dbeen the individual and not
the hon. Colonial Treasurer. That is my
opinion and I maintain that my opinion
on the rice industry and my knowledge of
it are second to none in the whole Colony.
I know the technique of planting, milling
and marketing of rice. I claim that T
have studied it and T give this Council
the very best and well considered opinion
«n the industry. Everything T have said
liere during the last five yvears about the
rice industry has come to pass. It is not
a question of hecoming wise ‘after the
event but of indicating beforehand what
was going to happen. The hon. Colonial
Treasurer, as the Chiairman of the Board,
and the Secret ry, who is the Rice Grading
Inspector, went to Trinidad and sold
10,000 tons of rice and were negotiating to
sell a further 10.000 tons hut after my criti-
cisms they did not pursue it. They were
unable to deliver the 10,000 tons. I do not
think that the loss on the purchase from
Barbados is only $8,307.39. That is on
paper, but if you go into it further it may
be more, Iowever, Taccept those figures.
In another part of the report it is stated
that while a loss has occurred on that
transaction the Board made profits from
other transactions. Perhaps the hon.
Member for Central Demerara agrees in
principle that you make a profit in oue
direction and lose it in another. Paragraph
22 of the report reads:

The difficulties of the situation were in its
later stages aggravated by action on the part
of the few producers to postpone milling and
deliveries in the expectation that a shortage
would automatically result in an increasein
prices, and it is regrettable that in this attempt
at exploitation these persons were undoubtedly
encouraged by others whose hope and interest
it is that any scheme of organised control of
marketing should fail.

It is the word * exploitation ” I wish to
refer to particularly. The Board accuses
the growers and millers of exploitation.
Practically the same words were used in
Your Hxcellency’s address. If I have
glass windows I do not think I should
throw stones. If T accuse the public of
exploitation then I must not be so guilty
myself. 1 hope to be able to convince this
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Council and the public that the Board
mercilessly exploited the rice producers
with the result that there is general dis-
satisfaction throughout the Colony and
there is not going to be any increased pro-
duction at all, although it had been stated
by the hon. Colonial Secretary that larger
areas are being planted. Other statements
were made in this Council bul we would
tallk about them later on. This is not the
time to sauy much about that, because I am
not 100 surve what quantity is being reaped.
When the figures are available I shall have
something more to say about it. It has
been stated that the millers and growers
attempted to exploit the sitwation and
they have been chegked. It is a very
good thing to check an attempt, but when
you cannot actually check something that
is happening then the situation hecomes
regrettable indeed. No one has been able
to check the Board, and in truth and in
fact the Board has been encouraged in its
exploitation. The legislative regulations
have encouraged the Board in its attempt
at exploitation. T have the original papers
herc in respect of two instances.

On Februaiy 10, 1940, twelve bags of
rice were delivered by a grower to the
officer of the Board in New Amsterdam,
The rice was graded as ¢ white broken”
and he was paid at the rate of $2.50 per
bag. To show the deliberate action of the
Board, when the man got the papers and
asked to be sold back his rice at the fixed
price which was $2.90 per bag the officer
told him that he was sending the rice to
Georgetown. A little later the man heard
that a bag was sold to someone and he
returned to the officer and asked to be sold
a bag. He was again refused. He then
left and sent his wife who obtained the
bag of rice paying $4.20 for it. The paper
issued for the rice did not specify whether
it was white rice A, B or broken, but just
stated * one bag rice, $4.20.” The officer
knew —

Toe CHAIRMAN : Was it
rice that he had delivered ?

the same

My. JACOB: Yes; T think the Chair-
man of the Board is aware of this case.
The point I wish to make—

Mr. McDAVID (Colonial Treasurer) :
Before the hon. Member leaves that point
I desire to state that I do remember the
case, but would the hon, Member state
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whether in that case the person selling the
rice was not refunded a large sum on the
matter being brought to the notice of the
Secretary of the Board and the mistake
acknowledged ?

My, JACOB : I am coming to that. I
do not think the hon. Colonial Treasurer
suspects or anticipates that I am not going
to put forward all the facts. I was not
going to leave that out.

This person spent a lot of time and
energy in the matter. He made applica-
tion to the Board and was refused. He
then came to me and I asked him for his
papers. I was given all the papers and |1
went to the Secrctary of the Board. After
arguing with him for half an hour he said
he would not recommend it but he would
speak to the Chairman about it and tell
me what was the result. That very day
he rang me up on the telephone and told
me that the Chairman agreed as an act of
grace that the man should be paid a higher
price and the Board would just take the
statutory profit allowed to the Board by
regulation, I accepted it but said T could
not agree that it was an act of grace.
While the Board and its officers may
think it is an act of grace, I think it is a
right of the person concerned. That
occurred in February, but it is one of
several cases. They have been occurring
since thern, and so the Board has been
making exorbitant profits and profiteering
by sclling rice against the regulations,

~and ab prices in cxcess of the fixed price.

The Board has been selling rice at a price
it is not authorized to do, although com-
plaints have been made, the consumers
have been made to pay that price and the
producers have not benefited by it nor is
the money heing spent in the protection or
improvement of the industry.

On the 19th October,
serious case occurred.

1940, a more
A producer sent

20 bags of rice to be graded. The rice
was graded and passed as No, 3. Accord-

ing to hrveakage the rice was No. 1 but
according to colour it was No. 3. The
regulations are there, but when it suits the
Board they cannot be varied and when it
is to their advantage they are varied. The
Board does exactly as it pleases with the
regulations. The grading system is not
suitable at the present time to the indus-
try. I wish the hon. Director of Agricul-
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ture to take note of what I say. The
price for No. 3 rice is $3.40 per bag while

that for No. 1 rice is $4.50 per bag. The
producer appealed to the Board. I think

lie had a conference with the Chairman (the
hon. Colonial Treasurer) and other officers
of the Board and pleacded with them that
he be paid a reasonable price between

the two amounts for his rice, or that
the rice be returned to him. The
Board refused to do either. In fact

the Board told him that the
been taken to the

rice had
wharf and blended
there with Dbroken rice and sold at
$4.50 per bag. T do not think that can be
disputed ; if so, T wm prepared to bring the
individual and prove it. The gentleman
threatened legal proceedings against the
Board, hut legal proceedings are =n expen-
sive pastime. This thing happened on the
19th October, and on the 26th October a
notice wag published in the Official Gazette,
Notice No. 569, giving the Board power to
sell rice other than Super, White A and B
at $4.50 per bag. That was an ovder by
Government legalizing an illegal act by the
Board. -

Those two cases are authentic. In the
face of these facts, these irregularities
committed by the Board, can this Govern-
ment expect the people connected with the
industry, who have built it up almost un-
aided to co-operate with a Board which
acts in such a high-handed manner? If
that is the opinion of the Council I beg to
differ 100 per cent. from it. T have pleaded
with this Government over and over again
that it has got square pegs in round
holes on the Board. I have done every-
thing possible hut Government con-
tinues to help the industry down to the
gutter. The facts are as clear and
plain as noonday. It is very unfortunate
that I should have to speak like this. I
have tried not to be very caustic in my
criticism, but when one sees these things
going on and nothing iz being done to
check them one has to say something, so
that at least it can be placed on record
and that it cannot be said later that
Government had not heen advised. I wrote
Government several letters on the matter.
At one time I was very largely interested
in the industry, but now I am interested
only in a general way. I am a poor man
and I have a very large sum of money
outstanding to me owing to the measure of
control having not resulted to the benefit
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of the industry. For the past vear I have
had no direct interest in the industry.

I notice that posters are being placed all
over the country warning the people. I
do not know that is.going to help. I have
asked questions and, as I have stated on
the last occasion, the replies received have
been very unsatisfactoryt This morning T
got replies to other questions, and while as
a matter of fact replies to questions are
very difticult to refer to, what is the reply
I have received to this question:

Will Government state the total quantity
of rice purchased by the Rice Marketing Board
on and after 1st November, 1939, from the
thirty-four registered exporting agents of rice,
giving the names of all agents and the quan-

tity purchased from each together with the
amount paid to each exporting agent ?

That is a very legitimate question and
one that involves a good deal of revenue
to this Government. If Government gives
me an opportunity I can indicate where
I think revenue can be obtained through
the reply to this question, but this is what
Government says in repiy:

The question relates to the financial trans-
actions of individuals who are, moreover,
business competitors, and it is considered to

be undesirable and not in the public interest
that the information should be made public.

Frankly I do not know what that means.
There are no business competitors now in
rice. I am not in the habit of making
statements that cannot be proved to a
large extent, and they can be wholly
proved if I get the assistance of Govern-
ment. I make the statement here that if
this question is answered I can indicate to
Government where I have a suspicion. It
is based on 75 per cent, facts.

Tre CHAITRMAN : It is three-quarters
right ?  (laughter).
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Mr. JACOB : Revenue ought to come
to Government if that question is an-
swered. Perhaps it is too tedious a
job or perhaps it should not be answered
at all in the opinion of Government, but
I do protest against these unsatisfactory
answers—answers that have no bear-
ing whatever. I cannot for the life of
me understand the answer given to my
question—perhaps my intelligence is very
dull—as there are no rice competitors at
the moment. I have heard my hon. friend,
the Member for Essequebo River (Mr.
Lee), ask the same question but in another
way, and the information was not given
him. The question was asked so as to get
certain information he and I wanted, but
it was denied us. I am very jealous of the
privileges I enjoy here. I claim it as a
right to ask these questions, and I claim
too that Government is obliged to answer
these questions.

Tee CHAIRMAN: In ordinary par-
liamentary practice answers to questions
not in the public interest are not given.

Mr. JACOB: Is it not in the public
interest to ask why one person should have
a knowledge of certain things and others
should not ?

Tre CHAIRMAN : That was not the
hon. Member’s question. The hon. Mem-
ber’s question was how much rice was
bought and sold to certain individuals.

Mr. JACOB : If even there were
husiness competitiors, it is a matter which
has happened a year ago and there are no
competitors novw.

The Council resumed and adjourned
until the following day at 10.30 a.m.





