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THE DEBATES

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF BRITISH GUIANA.

OFFICIAL REPORT
OF
PROCEEDINGS AT THE SIXTH SESSION OF THE TIHIRD
LEGISLATIVE COUNCLL.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, E67T1T NOVEMBER, 1940.

The Sixth Session of the Third Legislative Council of British Guiana was opened
in the Council Chamber, Guiana TPublic Buildings, at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, 26th
November, 1940, with customary formalities but void of ceremonials, the Empire being
at war.

PrESENT :
The President, His HExcellency the Governor, Stk Winrrin Jacksos, K.C.M.G.
The Honourable the Colonial Secretary, Mr. (. . Owex, C.M.C.
' the Attorneyv-General, Mr. K. O. Prernrrog, M.C.

F. Dras, O.B.E., (Nominated Unoflicial Member).

J. 8. Dasu, Director of Agriculture,

E. A. Lvckdoo, O.B.E,, (Eastern Berbice).

K. G. Woorrorn, K.C., (New Amsterdam).

E. F. McDavin, MiB.1i., Colonial Treasurer,

F. J. Searorp, O.B.E., (Georgetown North).

M. B. G. Avustiy, O.B. 1., (Nominated Unofticial Mel_nber).

W. A. D’Axprape, Comptroller of Customs.

N. M. MacLeNNax, Dirvector of Medical Services.

M. B. Laixe, O.B.E., Commissioner of Labour and Local Government.

G. 0. Casg, Director of Public Works and Sea Defences.

L. G. Crrasg, Director of Education.

J. GoxsaLves, O.B.K., (Geovgetown Soutl).

J. 1. DE Acuiar (Centrul Demerara).
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The Honourable J UNG BAHADUR SINGH (Demerara-Issequebo).

. Prer Bacernus (Western Berbice).
' 1. M. Warcorr (Nominated Unoflicial Member).
’ H. C. Humparys, K.C., (Eastern Demerara).

C. R. Jacos (North-Western District).

' J. W. Jacksoxn (Nominated Unoflicial Member).

F. A. Macxey (Nominated Unotlicial Member).

Clerk of Council—Mu. J. J. Rodrigues.

Official Reporters-——Mr. H. A, Grimshaw.

Mr. F. A, T.eubin.

His Lordship of Guiana (Rt. Rev. Alan J. Knight, M.A., LL.B.) read prayers.

PRESTDENT'S SPEECH.

Tur  PRESIDENT
Jackson) :—

(Sir Wilfrid
Hoxovrasrr MENMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE
CoUNCIL,—

After nearvly fifteen months of war the
time has come to try and plan our economy
for another year under war conditions.
This is no place to attempt any geneval
appraisement of the war situation but it is
impossible to avoid the reflection that it is
little short of a miracle that, after what
the Prime Minister described as the
“eataract of disaster ” which hefell the
European allies of Great Britain in the
first half of this year, we here should now
be able to embark upon our plans for the
coming year, not merely with our confi-
dence unshaken, but with ouwr faith in
ultimate vittory more firmly rooted than
ever before, and immensely fortified by the
experiences of the last few months. T think
we all recognize that we owe this above all,
first to the superb heroism and skill of the
Fighting Forces, and secondly, but in equal
measure to the unfaltering courage and
indomitable resolution of the people of
Great Britain as a body, in the face of
continuous air attacks of unprecedented
ferocity and scope—a grim and continuous
orieal such as we who are far fromthe scene
find it difficult even to picture to ourselves.
This courage, skill and fortitude which
have preserved the island freedom of
Great Britain and kept open for her the
seas of the world are for us also the
guarantee of our freedom and seeurity

»

here: the shield behind which we are
enabled to carry on our lives even in the
midst of this world conflict almost un-
affected by the perils and hardships of war.

This Colony yiclds to no other pars of
the Empire in its desire to play its part in
this great struggle by extending to the
Mother Country the utmost measure of
support and assistance that its situation
and vesources allow. That support takes

two main forms, first in the supply of such-

essentials as owr conditions furnish, and
secondly, in the determination to develop
our own resources so as to avoid any
demands on extraneous assistance for as
long as we can. This desire found expres-
sion in the resolution passed by this Coun-
cil in July last assuring His Majesty’s
Government in Great Britain that the
Colony was resolved not to add to the
burden of the people of Great Britain in
their terrific ordeal, and was ready to fove-
¢o for the time being all prospects of
special assistance which had been planned
under less hazardous conditions. The task
now before us is to plan our econowmy for
the coming vear in accordance with thesey
undertakings.

The conditions under which we approach'.
this task are by no means unfavourable.
When we recollect that for the last fifteen
months the Empire has been engaged in a
desperate struggle for survival they are
indeed astonishingly good. In spite of the
disorganisation of war conditions imports
have been well maintained and revenue has
increased, and though on the other side the

\
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expenditure has been heavily increased in
various directions by the exigencies of war
the nett result is less unfavourable than
might have been expected.
for the first three-quarters of the financial
year was $4,552,875, which is $386,277
more than the amount for the correspond-
ing period of 1939. The revised estimate
of revenue for the full year is put at
$6,715,700 or approximately $282,000
more than the original estimate. So far
as it goes this is satisfactory, but on the
other side of the account heavy additional
expenditure has been imposed upon us hy
the conditions of war, The revised esti-
mate of expenditure is approximately
$7,114,000 as compared with an original
estimate of $6,324,449. The largest items
in this additional expenditure have leen,
$178,000 to cover the 109 honus addition
to the pay of Government emyplovees earn-
ing $40 a month or less: the acceptance
under the Resolution of July last of re-
sponsibility for works which were to have
been financed from Tmperial grants has in-

vvolved an outlay of $280,000, including the
works which were to have been covered by
the special grant of $250,000 sanctioned in
March last : special expenditure on defence
services including certain services under
taken at the request of the Tmperial
Authorities has involved an additional out-
lay of approximately $67,000. A number
of other items though appearing under
ordinary Heads of expenditure have in fact
been directly attributable to the exigencies
of war.

The general result will be a deficit on
the year’s operations estimated at approxi-
mately $399,000, which though a formid-
able sum is not T think jso great as to cause
appreliension  as  to the ability of the
Colony to meet the situltion from its own
resources. On this Ifasis the surplus
balance which was $775600 at the end of
1939 will be reduced hv the end of this
year to $376,000.

The draft estimates for the coming
year which are being laid before you this
morning provide for an expenditure of
$7,101,000, and a revenue of $6,674,000,
leaving an apparent deficit of $427,000.
This position of course cannot be accepted
as it stands and measures to rectifv it
must be faced.
included in this

The  expenditures
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estimate provide for the continuance of
the special drainage and other works
undertaken in the current year which weve
to have been financed in part from the
Immperial grants; and also an amount of
$60,000 for services hitherto financed
from the Colonial Development Fund.
Provision has been made for a general
programme of works designed to heip in
maintaining as far as is possible the level of
employment.

When we undertook in July last to
stand on our own feet, so to spealk, T think
it was fully realized that this undertaking
involved that all possible reserves of what-
ever kind should be drawn upon, and
further that every effort must be made
to maintain revenues as far as possible,

The only fund on which we can draw as
a reserve is the Colonization Fund estab-
lished under Ordinance No. 7 of 1937
which is fixed by this Ordinance at
$400,000. Tt is true that the purpose of.
this Fund was to provide for the introduc-
tion of unindentured immigrants into the
Colony, but under present circumstances it
15 scarcely conceivable that that object can
be tulfilled within any period which we can
toresee. If the question of fuller coloniza-
tion for this colony arises again under
happier conditions any scheme adopted
will certainly Dbe financed from other
sources ; aud in any case the paramount
necessities of the present national crisis
must override any such remote contingen-
cies. The Government has no hesitation
therefore in recommending that this fund
be applied to strengthen the 'Lreasury
balance available for general purposes.

While this amount is nearly suflicient to
cover the estimated deficit for the coming
vear it vepresents the last available liquid
reserve, and in a situation so uncertain as
that in which we stand to-day it would be
indeed rash to permit of the complete
exhaustion of available reserves before
making whatever efforts are possible in the
circumstances to strengthen the ordinary
sources of revenue. It must be remem-
bered that a working balance of some
$250,000 must be kept in hand, and it
would be unduly sanguine to rely on the
high level of import trade which marked
this  vear heing maintained throughout
1941, The general level of taxation in this
Colony is by no means low by Colonial
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standards, and a careful review of the
various sources of indirect taxation dis
closes that there would be great difficulty
in increasing rates without enhancing the
hurdens on the poorer classes of taxpayers,
which everyone will agree would be neither
equitable nor financially justifiable. The
only tax which presents some possibilities
of expansion is the income tax, the rates
of which are at present considerably below
those now prevailing in certain other com
parable Colonies. Some increase in rates
was agreed to at the outbreak of war, but |
understand it was then decided mnot to
adopt the full measure of expansion which
was regarded as possible in order to main-
tain some future reserve against contingen-
cies and to see how conditions developed.
I fear the time has come when there is no
longer any doubt that we are called upon
to meet the fullest sacrifice in this direc-
tion  of which we wre capable, and that
there is no alternative hut to ask that the
rates of income tax be advanced in some-
thing like the same proportion that it has
been necessary to adopt elsewhere. Tt is
fully recognized that this involves a serious
burden for those affected, hut when we
vecollect the infinitely greater sacrifice not
only of wealth hut of personal safety and
comfort that the people of Great Britain
are uncomplainingly enduring  in this
great conflict, and when we vemember that
ow own safety and relative comfort of
living are heing preserved by these sacri-
fices, 1 feel sure that it will be agreed that
no effort that is within owr capacities
must be spared to meet the local situation
up to the limit of our resources.

Apart from the fundamental task of
meeting the cost of public services and
supporting the general economy of the
country as far as possible by nhunmmmv
the level of employment, our most impor-
tant aim must be to do what we can to
increase internal productive capacity, with
the primary object of making the com-
wunity more self-supporting than it is, but
incidentally also of course with a view to
improving exports ot local produce such
as rice and cattle where that is possible.
In present conditions and with the very
limited funds at our disposal T think this
policy resolves itself in practice into the
concentration of effort in the first place
on the improvement of drainage and irri-
gation facilities. The drainage recon-
ditioning works which have been put in
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hand this year and are being carried to
completion during the coming year may
be regavded, T think, as a direct contri-
bution to the improvement of productive
capacity ; but drainage in itself is not
enough, and T think that the lessons of the
vecent  drought have served to impress on
us foreibly the urgent need of hetter irri-
gation facilities, both to provide for the
extension of the cultivable areas and to
improve the productive capacity of lands
now under occupation. There are many
demands from various parts of the country
for improvements of this kind.  They can-
not all be met, and :n the selection of plans
to which the very limited funds available
can lirst be applied, it is essential to con-
centrate on those areas where the extent
and quality of the land to be improved and
the nuwmbers of persons to he benefited
promise the fullest and earliest return for
the outlay to he undertaken.  There are
several plans of this sort under investiga-
tion but some further examination will he
necessary before definite recommendations
can he laid hefore vou, I hope, however,
that this may be possible in the near future.
As the carrving of some of these plans to
final completion may depend ultimately on
support  from the West Indian Welfare
Fund it may be necessary to consult the
Controller of that Fund before making a
final selection.

In the meantime there is only one
source from which these projects can be
financed, namely, the Development Trust
Fund established under the orvdinance
above quoted from the balance of the old
Colonization Fund. This fund now amounts
approximately to $575,000 and it is of the
highest importance in my opinion that it
should be reserved for works of a directly
producti\'e character. Unfortunately there
is little prospect that any of the works in
view can be regarded as (lneutl\

remuner -
ative in a {m(uncmvl sense and they are
therefore not suitable objects for finance

from loan funds.

I think it must be clear to everyone
that in the changed conditions  brought
about hy the war we must put the main-
tenance of our economic life and the in-
crease of owr productive capacity in front
of all other considerations, and that
projects for the improvement of social

services and social welfare must now take
second place for the time ULeing. Dis-
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appointing as this is the hard realities of
war leave us no alternative. There were
two projects of this kind which have ve-
cently  been  examined by Committees,
which [ particularly regret being com-
pelled to set aside for the time being, but
in the circumstances I fear there is no
other cowrse possible.

The Committee appointed in pursuance
of Resolution No. XL of the Council of
the 25th October last to examine the pos-
sibility of introducing a scheme of old age
pension reported in May that the intro-
duction of such a scheme on a  very
moderate scale would involve an outlay of
at least $187,000 & vear. This sun does
not include the cost of  adininistration
which would bring the figure to at least
$200,000. In present circumstances the
provision of any such sum is, T fear, quite
impracticable and  we  must  reluctantly
postpone consideration of this proposal.
An endeavour is heing made, however, to
meet the recommendations of the Commit
tee as to o temporary increase in the scale
of outdoor relief.  The veport of the Com-
mittee is heing laid hefere vou.

A Committee appointed in August, 1939,
to consider the question of restoring in
some measure the grants formerly made to
missions  working among the aboriginal
Indians of the Celony reported in June
last propesing the allocating of an annual

grant  of  $19,000. The Cemmittee's
recommendations  have  been  considered

by the Executive Council, hut T regret to
say  that in present circumstances it does
not seem possible at present to commit
the Colony to this annual outlay. Tenta-
tive proposals for improving the adminis-
tration of the Rupununi District and pro
viding medical services have been sub-
mitted to the Secretary of State but T fear
that even in this matter finance may prove
an  obstucle  for the time being. The
Secretary of State’s comments on these
preposals have not vet heen received.

In brief, I think it is clear that after
providing for defence measures and the
maintenance of essential public services
we  must  divect all our efferts and
resources to the improvement of our inter-
nal cconomy and productive capacity.
This is a slow and gradual process and
spectacular results cannot be expected,
but there must be no relaxation of effort,
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and  remember, Gentlemen, that it is not
only effort by the Government that is in
question.  The Government can do no
more than point the way, remove obstacles
or afford the opportunity.  The real effort
must come from the people of the country
themselves.

For this reason any movement or ten-
dency which has the effect of interrupting
or retarding production is especially to be
deploved ander present conditions.  Any-
thing of this sort reacts directly in slowing
down the war effort of the Colony. 1 am
quite confident that the general feeling of
the people of the Colony has no sympathy
whatever with  such  tendencies.  The
spivit of the Colony has Dbeen clearly
shown in the generous’ contribution of all
classes to the various War Funds which
have renched highly creditable figures, and
there has been on the whole a satisfactory
response to theegeneral campaign to in-
crease  production  though  results have
of course been considerably affected by
unfavourable weather conditions.  But it
s necessary to say plainly that there have
heen one or two instances of an-+ opposite
tendency among small and isolated groups
ot people.

Attempts  were made by a few people to
aggravate the difficalties  caused by a
temporary shortagze in rice supplies due to
the aftermath of the recent drought. A
deliberate endeavowr was made in some
instances  to  delay  the movement and
milling of padi and to take advantage of
the occasion to force up the price to the
consumer.  Now rice is one of the staple
foods of the community and attempts to
interfere  with the supply  cannot e
tolerated.  Tn this particular instance T
am glad to think that these attempts failed
in their object, but it should be clearly
understood that attempts of this kind can
be dealt  with by drastic measures if
necessary, measures which would involve
heavy and permanent loss to those who
attemipt to interfere with the supply eof
essential commodities.

In another instance there was a partial
cessation of work on a certain sugar estate
on grounds which were of a trivial charac-
ter and on investigation proved to be
largely unsubstantiated ; certainly they
were net of a kind to justify any such action
on the part of those affected. I am
assured that this action took place without
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the authority or consent of the Trade
Union concerned. 1 fully accept that
assurance but it must nevertheless be

realized that it was a definite violation of

an Agreement concluded with that body.
That is a serious position.
LI need scarcely remind you that it

is the established policy of the Govern-
ment confirmed by declarations in Par-
liament and elsewhere to support and assist
the formation of responsible Trade Unions,
and there is no question of any change
in that policy. But that pulic\' and indeed
the whole principle of collective hargain-
ing rests on the fundamental condition
that Unions are in a position to ensure,
and in fact use all their influence to insist
upon, the observance by their members of
the terms of any ar rangement that may be
arvived at. Where this condition hreaks
down the whole foundation of collective
bargaining is undermined. Unauthorised
and unnecessary sgrikes are at all times a
grave menace to the public welfare but
under present conditions. when a time of
national peril demands the fullest produc-
tion of which we are capable, they are es-
pecially to Dbe deplored and those who
indulge in them can look for no svmpathy
from any quarfer. TUnless the intluence of
a Trade Union can be effectively exercised
to prevent occurrences of this kind it obvi-
ously becomes necessary to deal with any
such situation by other and more direct
means, and this can only result in a serious
sethack to the progress of Trade Union
policy. T most-earnestly appeal therefore
to all Trade Union leaders in this country
to follow the magnificent example set by
the Trade Unions of England and throw
all their influence into securing the con-
tinuance of productive mdustlv without
interruption, as a highly important contri
bution to the war effort of the Colony.
Such a  policy iz clearly in the best
interests of the progress of Trade Union-
ism as an influence in the economic life of
the Colony.

Y have had no hesitation in speaking
plainly and openly about these minor inci-
dents, because they have concerned only
very small sections of people, and I am
confident thut they do not in any way re-
present the general spirit of the people of
the (,01011_5, who have given many
evidences of their understanding of the
task before us in these perilous times.

26 NoveEMEER,
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But where such misunderstandings or fail- .
ures as I have referred to do occur, I think,
it is well to speak plainly about them
before any serious harm has been done.

The lLegislative programme hefore the
Council though it contains a number of
Bills is not, speaking generally, of a heavy
character. 1t contains amending Bills to
the Sea Defence Ordinances, the Firearms
Ordinance and the Gambling Prevention
Ovdinance and certain measures affecting
Municipal affairs introduced at the
request of the Municipalities concerned.
The most important Bill is that providing
for the establishment of a Central Drain-
age Board and re-defining the position as
to the control of drainage areas, both in
respect of those now existing and any
which may be hereafter created as a result
of new works. The general principle of
this measurehas been already accepted by
the Council as a part of the arrangement
under which the liability of local authori-
ties for coutributions towards the cost of
existing drainage works has heen cancelled
from the current vear onwards. The Bill
is one of great financial and economic
importance both in its lwmediate effect
and for its future influence on developwent,
and T commend it to your most caveful
attention.

Otherwise the main features of the
business of the Session are likely to be of
an economic and fivancial character, and it
is unnecessary to stress further the para-
mount importance of these cousiderations
under present conditions.

Lvery day and indeed alimnst every hour
brings to us news of events which serve
to impress upon us wmore and more the
magnitude of the task with which Great
Britain and her allies are faced in this
conflict to preserve our future as free
nations and to hring to an end the menace
of ruthless aggression and tyranny which
has overshadwed the world. Our situation
here has happily preserved us from the
physical sacrifices and dangers which our
fellows in Great Britain and other parts
of the ¥mpire are being called upon to
endure, and let us not hesitate to be
unfeignedly  thankful for this; but I
think that we are under no illusions as to
the hazavds wlich threaten us, and T am
sure that thereis the fullest readiness on
the part of the people of this Colony to
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face whatever sacrifices may be demanded
of us in the national cause. In such cir-
cumstances you, Gentlemen, as Members
of this Council, will naturally feel that
_t\‘l-lle responsibility resting on you is more
than ordinarily heavy, but I think that you
will agree that in spite of the hazards and
difficulties, which we know to lie before
the nation of which we form part, every
day that passes, every fresh experience of
a pex'il overcome, serves to strengthen our
confidence, indeed T would say to confirm
our assurance that the evil forces against
which our country is contending will be
finally and completely vanquished, and it
is in this spirit of confidence that we can
approach the task before us.

I now declare the Session open, and L
pray thav the blessing of Providence may
rest on vour deliberations.

Mr. LUCKHOO : On behalf of the Un-
official Members of this Council T desire
to thank Your Excellency for the very
interesting speech you have just delivered.
So far as the Elected Members of this
Council are concerned we shall certainly
co-operate with Government in all
measures pertaining to the well-being
of the Colony. The several points and
pronouncements made in your speech will
certainly receive earnest and patient con-
sideration from the Electives. In the past
the Electives have had occasion at some
times to criticize Government adversely
and at other times severely, but 1 think
that on this occasion you can rely on the
heartiest co-operation of the Members of
this Council in doing evervthing in their
power to expedite the business of this
Council.

Your Excellency has referred in vour
address to the lovalty and patriotism of
the people of this Colony. I wish to ex-
press my entire concurrence with Your
Excelleney’s views in that respect. 1o is
true that in the early peried of the War
adverse opinions were expressed in respect
of the position of Great Britain in the
couflict but, I think, after the full and
exhaustive statements made through the
Press and the Radio a good many of those
people have now changed their opinion
and do earnestly believe that the British
Government entered into this conflict on
very good grounds.

T am afraii thav one or two points in
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Your Excellency’s address will call forth
criticism on the part of hon. Members of
this Council—that particularly with re-
spect to Income Tax—but I hope those
hon. Members who attack that will pro-
vide Government with some constructive
criticism as to how the deficit should be
met and how the Government of the
Colony should be carried on in these dark
and trying times. We have to pull our
weiglit and make a certain amount of self-
sacrifice, as success can only be achieved
by continuous effort on the part of the
people of the Colony to bear their portion
of the burden and to pull their weight.
Livery means must be devised to meet the
deficiency and, T think, if other sugges-
tions are forthcoming Government would
give due consideration in that direction.

With respect to the war, I join Your
Excellency in saying that we admire the
heroism, tact and courage of the British
people in this serious conflict in which
they are engaged. They are making con-
siderable sacrifices and it is our duty to
show our deep appreciation and loyalty by
subscribing as much as possible to all
deserving causes which may claim our
attention and help. Your Kxcellency has
referred in very appropriate terms to the
heroic action of the soldiers and sailors of
the Navy. The unanimity of the nation,
of the Dominions and the Colonial Empire
as a whole in this momentous of all strug-
gles for justice, freedom and liberty is a
phenomenon without parallel in the history
of the world. The peoples of the British
Erpire are not held together; they stand
spontaneously together under the benign
shield of the Union Jack. Your Excel-
lency can rely on the Klectives giving the
fullest consideration to the points you
have raised, and T would ask as is custom-
ary that Your Excellency direct that your
speech be printed and circulated to hon.
Members.

Tre PRESIDENT: 1 thank the hon.
Member for his remarks and promise of
co-operation. It has heen arranged for
the formal business to be taken this after-
noon after the adjournment. The Council
will adjowrn now to two o’clock.

The Council adjourned accordingly.
2 pan-—

The Council vesumed.
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MINUTES.
The minutes of the meeting of the

Council held on the 4th of September, 1940,
as printed and circulated, were confirmed,

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

GraTUrrY TO MRs. MarioN CAMPBELL.

Tee COLONTAL SECRETATRY cowm-
municated the following Messages to the
Council :-

MESSAGE No. 1.

Honourable Members of the Legislative Council,

The Council is invited to approve of the pay-
ment of a compassionate gratuity of $374.40 to
Mrs. Marion Campbell, widow of the late
Benjamin Campbell, formerly a captain of a
sea-going punt of the Public Works DBepart-
ment.

2, The late Mr. Campbell had served with
the Departiment for 38 years. His employment
was terminated in February, 1938, owing to
ill-health and he died in May, 1938. In view of
Campbell’s length of service and the nature of
his work which entailed long hours, exposure
to weather and risk of life while at sea, it is
recommended that his widow, who is aged and
in poor health, be awarded a compassionate
gratuity of 8374.40, the equivalent of one year's
pay of her late husband.®

W. E. JACKSON,
Governor.

31st October, 1940,

Svnrrax’ oN ToNsace anp Ligur Dues.

MESSAGE. No. 2,

Honourable Members of the Legislative Council,

I have the honour ‘o invite the Council to
approve of the continuance during 1941 of the
surtax of fifteen ver centum levied during the
vear 1940 on the amount of tonnage and light
dues collected under scction eighteen of the
Transport and Havbours Ordinance, 1931. This
surtax is not levied in respect of any vessel
which lands and takes away cargo not exceed-
ing in the aggregate 500 tons, or in respect of
any sailing vesscl of not more than 300 tons
net register.

2. Hononrable Members will recall the
enactment of the Transport and Harhours
(Temporary Surtax) Ordinance, 1932 (No. 1 of
1932) which provided for the collection of the
gurtax for the first 1ime in the year 1932 and
the passing of the Transport and Harbours
Ordinance, 1931, under the pravisions of section
18 of which Resolutions have since been passed
to enable the levying of the temporary surtax.

3. The reason for the subsequent continua-
tion of this surtax is that it is still impossible
to dispense with the additional revenue. The
financial position is not such as will allow of
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any taxation imposed during 1940 being
reduced, and I accordingly invite the Council
to approve of the collection of this surtax
being continued during 1941, after which the
position ¢an again be reviewed.

W. E. JACKSON,
Governor.
5th October, 1940.

MainreNance Hncinger For T.H.D.

MESSAGE No. 3.

Honourable Members of the Liegislative Council,
With the retirement of Mr. A. MacDougall,

(GGeneral Manager, Transport and Harbours
Department, on 9th November, 1940, the
necessity for the appointment of a Main-

tenance (Clivil) Engineer for the Department
has arisen.  When Mr MacDougall was pro-
moted from the post of Civil Engineer to that
of General Manager, a Maintenance Engineer
was appointed on a 3 years’ contract., On the
expiration of the contract period in 1937, the
enginecring post was abolished and the main-
tenance and construction work of the Depart-
ment  was  supervised by Mr. MacDougall
himself. Now that Mr. MacDougall has retired
the Department is without the services of a
Civil Engineer.

2. To ensure the proper construction and
maintenance of buildings, wharves, bridges,
ete., the services of a Civil Engineer are essen-
tial, and the Board of Commissioners of the
Department recommend that the post of
Maintenance Engimmeer be again established to
be filled by a Civil Engineer at a salary on the
scale $2.400 by  $120 to $2,880; the person
selected to be on agreement for three years in
the first instance.

3. The Council is accordingly
approve of this additional post.

W. E. JACKSON,
Governor,

invited to

18th November, 1940.

PAPERS LATD.
Tiw COLONTAL SECRETARY Taid on
the table the following documents —-

Draft Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
for the year 1941,

Bxplanatory Memorandum for use when con-
sidering the estimates of expenditure for tho
vear 1941.

Sccond schedule of additional provision
required to meet expenditure in excess of the
provision made in the estimates of expenditure
for the yvear 1940.

Report of the Superintendent of Prisons for
the year 1939.

Report of the Government Industrial School,
Onderneeming, for the year 1939.

Report of the Director of Education for the
year 1938.

Report of theLands ind Mines Department
for the year 1938
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Report on the Drought, 1939-1940 (L/C.
Paper No. 13/40).

Report on the Diets of Public Institutions
l;g/;al;e Nutrition Committee. (L/C. Paper No.

Colonial Agricultural &cholarship Fund
account for the year ended 31st March, 1940.

Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture
accounts for the year 1938-1939

Report of the Imperial War Graves Com-
mission for the ycar ending 31st March, 1939.

Report of the Directors of the Widows and
Orphans’' Fund for the year 1939.

Report of the Committee of the Trotman
Trust Fund for the year 1939.

Schedule of applications for gratuities from
dependents of deceased teachers, 1940.

List of articles not exempt from duty which
have been specially exempted by the Governor
in Council under Article 2 of the Fourth
Schedule of the Customs Duties Ordinance
(Cap. 34) during 1940.

Report on the work of the Department of
Labour and Local Government for the year
1939,—Part I—Labour.

Part [I—Local Government.

The Volunteer Regulations, 1940.

The Defence (Rice Control) (Amendment
No. 4) Regulations, 1940.

The Defence (Prohibition of the Importation
of British Bank Notes! Regulations, 1940.

Defence (Control of Services and Supplies to
Ships) Regulations, 1940.

The Trading with the Enemy Ordinance,
1939, (Amendment No. 2) Regulations, 1940.

94Téle Defence (Finance) (No. 2) Regulations,
1940.

19}(}16 Defence (Amendnient No.4) Regulations,
9The Defence (Customs Duties) Regulations,
1940. .
The Defence (Amendment No. 5) Regulations,
1940.

The Defence (Finance) (Restriction on the
Export of Articles of Value) Regulations,
1940.

The Defence (Postponement) of Elections in
Canals No. 1 and No. 2 Polder Regulations,
1940.

GOVERNMENT NOTICES.

InTrRODUCTION oF BILIs.
Trr COLONIAL SECRETARY gave
notice of the intreduction und first reading
of the following Bill :—

The Expiring Laws Continuance Bill, 1940

Trne ATTORNEY-GENER L (Mr. K. 0.
Pretheroe, M.C.), gave notice of the in-
troduction and first reading of the follow-
ing Bills :—

The Gambling Prevention (Amendment) Bill
1940

The Firearms (Amendment) Bill, 1940.
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EsTinmaTes, 1941,

Tere COLONIAL SECRETARY gave
notice of the following motions :—

THAT, this Council approves the Estimates
of Expenditure to be defrayed from revenue
during the year ending 31st December, 1941,
which have been laid on the table.

CcMPASSIONATE GRATUITY.

THAT, with reference to Governor’s Message
No. 1 dated 31st October, 1940, this Council
approves of the payment of a compassionate
gratuity of $374.40 to the widow of the late
Benjamin Campbell, formerly a captain of a
seagoing punt of the Public Works Depart-
ment.

SurTaX oN ToNNaAGE AND LicoT Duks.

THAT, with reference to Governor's Message
No. 2 dated 5th October, 1940, this Council
approves of a surtax of 15 per centum being
levied on the amount of tonnage and light dues
which shall be collected during the year 1941
under section 18 of the Transport and Har-
bours Ordinance, 1931.

MainTteENANCE ENGINEER FOR T.H.D.

THAT, with reference to Governor’s Message
No. 3 dated 18th November, 1940, this Council
approves of the appointment of a Maintenance
(Civil) Engineer to the staff of the Transport
and Harbours Department at a salary on the

scale $2,400 x $120—$2,880.

INcrEASED PAy For MILITIA.

WHEREAS by Resolution passed on the 6th
day of September, 1939, the Legislative Council
approved of prescribed rates of pay and allow-
ances for members of the Militia while engaged
on actual military service ;

AND WHEREAS the approved rates of pay
were based on the rates payable in the British
Army which have recently been increased by
6d. a day for non-commissioned officers and
men ;

Be it Resolved,—That, this Counecil approves
of the rates of pay for non-commissioned
officers and men of the Militia (other than
members of the paid staff) while engaged on
actual military service being as follows with
effect as from the 22nd November, 1940:—

per day.
C.S.M. and C.Q.S.M. 8/67
Sergeant 6/6 | plus
Corporal 4/6 }  free
L/Corporal 3/9 | ration.
Private .. 2/6)
THAT, this Council approves the Second

Schedule of Additional Provision required to
meet expenditure in excess of the provision
made in the Estimates of Expenditure for the
vear 1940, which has been laid on the table:
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UNOFFICIAL NOTICES.

SUGGESTED LioAN 10 INPERIAL GOVERNMENT.
Mr. C, V. WIGHT gave notice of the

following questions :—

1. Is Government of opinion that there will
be any repatriation of Indian immigrants
entitled thercto in accordance with the pro-
visions of Section 26 of the Immigration Ordi-
nance during the War ?

2. If the answer to No. ! is in the negative,
will Government offer as ‘a loan from this
Colony to the United Kingdom the sum of
$345,905.00, the balance at credit of the Immi-
gration Fund at 31st December, 1939, free of
Interest to be used during the war to assist in
the prosecution thereof ? If not, why not ?

RICE SHORTAGE.

Mr. JACOB, on behalf of Mr. Lee, gave
notice of the following questions :—

1. Will Government state what was the
“carry-over ' stock of rice in the Colony from
the year 1939 to the year 1940, fixing the stock
in each county separately ?.

2. Will Government state what was the esti-
mated yield of rice for the 1939 Autumn Crop
in each county separately ?

3. Will Government state what was the
actual yield of rice in each county separately
for the Autumn Crop of 1939 ?

4, Will Government state what was the esti-
mated yield of rice for the 1940 Spring Crop in
each county separately ?

5. Will Government state what was the
actual yield of rice in each county separately
for the Spring Crop of 1940 ?

6. Will Government state how many tons of
rice were exported from January to September,
1940.

7. Will Government state how many tons of
rice were consumed in the Colony from Janu-
ary to September, 1940 ?

8. Will Government state what was the
amount lost by the Rice Marketing Board
from the purchase of 20,000 bags of rice from
Barbados to assist in fulfilling their contract
to Trinidad?

9. Will Goyernment state what is the esti-
mated yield of rice in each county separately
for the Autumn Crop of 1940 ?

10. Is Government aware of the fact that
there has been a serious shortage of rice for
consumption in the Colony during the last four
weeks ending 26th October, 1940, and will
Government stop all export of rice from date
until it is ascertained if there is an available
surplus over consumption in the Colony to the
end of November, 1041 ?

11. Is Government taking steps to ensure the
sowing and reaping of the Spring Crop in 1941
so as to find employment for the thousands of
people who are unemployed, and %o provide
food for the population ?

26 NoVEMBER, 1940.
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Rice PURCHASES BY THE MARKETING
Boarb,

Mr. JACOB gave notice of the follow-
ing questions:—

1. Will Government state the total quantity
of rice purchased by the Rice Marketing Board
on or after 1st November, 1939, from the thirty-
four registered exporting agents of rice giving
the names of all agents and the quantity pur-
chased from each, together with the amount
paid to each exporting agent ?

DeLivery or Rice 1o TRINIDAD.

2. What quantity of the 10,000 tons of rice
contracted to be delivered to Trinidad Dby
30th September, 1940, was delivered, exclusive
of the 20,000 bags purchased from Barbados for
delivery, to Trinidad ? If the whole quantity is
not delivered, when will the balance be
delivered ?

EMPLOYMENT 0F MEMBERS OF THE
COUNCIL.

1. When was the Honourable C. V. Wight,
Member for Western Essequebo, appointed to
prosecute on behalf of the Crown at the Berbice
Criminal Session, and how long will this
appointment continue ?

2. What sum was paid to the Honourable
gentleman, for services rendered during the
months of October and November, 1940, cach
month separately ?

3. Is it the intention of Government to con-
tinue to employ Members of the Legislature in
view of Article No.21 of the British Guiana
(Constitution) Order in  Council, 1928,
Chapter 2, which reads as follows ?

“ No person shall be qualified to be
clected a Member of the Council or,
having been clected, to sit or vote in the
Council who is the holder of an office of
emolument under the Crown or under
the Government of the Colony.”

4. If Government does not consider that
Article No. 21 is infringed by the temporary
appointment of the Honourable Member for
Western Essequebo, will Government re-appoint
the Honourable Member to prosecute on behalf
of the Crown at the next Criminal Session to
be held in the County of Essequebo, his con-
stituency ?

CrowN CounssL AND WIre IN SaME
OFFICE.

5. Is it a fact the wife of the Crown Counsel
is employed in the Attorney-General’s Office
as Clerk to the Attorney-General under her
maiden name ?

6. Does Government consider it desirable to
employ a hushand and wife in the same office ?

ORDER OF THE DAY.

Tag COLONIAL SECRETARY : I
move the suspension of the Standing

Rules and Orders to enuble me to move
the motion; of which T have given notice,
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with regard to the estimates of expendi-
ture for 1941.

Tue PRESIDENT : It is understood
that this is only the formal stage ; it is
only proposed to take the Colonial Secre-
tary’s budget statement this afternoon and
adjourn the Council.

Motion put, and agreed to.

BUDGET STATEMENT,
Tune COLONTAL SECRETARY : I beg

to move—
That this Council approves the estimates of
expenditure to be defrayed from revenue

during the year ending 31st December, 1941,
which have been laid on the table.

FinvaxciaL Posrtiow, 1940.

The estimates for the current year as
finally approved by this Council provided
for an expendiutre of 6,324,449, against
revenue of $6,433,043 with a resultant
surplus of $108,594.

By Resolution No. XVIII of 14th
March, 1940, the Council approved of the
incurrence of additional extraordinary
expenditure on reconditioning of drainage
works, roads and buildings to a total of
$250,000 to be financed in -the first
instance from surplus Colonial funds and
to be reimbursed by a free grant from His
Majesty’s Government in the United King-
dom which had been offered to the Colony.
Subsequently, however, by Resolution No.
XIX of 16th July, 1940, this Council
decided, as a measure of support to His
Majesty’s Government in the present
national emergency, to waive any claim
to reimbursement by His Majesty’s Ex-
chequer in respect of this expenditure of
$250,000 and also of any further contri-
butions from the Colonial Development
Kund towards the cost of works in pro-
gress. Council further pledged itself to
provide for the maintrnance and continu-
ance of all services relating to the Govern-
ment - of the Colony during the war to the
utmost limit of our available resources.

Apart from the special charges falling on
the local Treasury, to which I havereferred,
additional expenditure - has had to be
incurred on Emergency War Measures and
on a number of unavoidable services not
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foreseen when the original estimates for
the year were framed.  These include the
temporary war bonus to subordinate
Government employees, pavwent of which
was approved by Resolution No. ITT of
15th December, 1939,

The revised estiwate of expenditure for
1940 is shown in the printed estimates for
1941 at $7,114.437—being an increase of
$789,988 over the original total.

On the other hand, however, revenue
collections for 1940 have been well main-
tained, substantial increases over the orig-
inal estimate bring recorded on certain
heads, notably Customs, $230,000, and In-
come Tuax, $90,000. The total revised
estimate of revenue for the year is
$6,715,694 being an increase of $282,651
on the original total.

The result of the transactions of 1 40 is
accordingly now estimated to be a deficit
of $398,7473 after meeting all expenditare
now to be borne by the Colony.:

The surplus balance carried forward
from 1939 was $7753,612 so that the esti-
mated surplus at 3Ist December, 1940, is
$376,869.

Bubpcer, 1941.
~The drafo estimates for 1941, as pre-
sented to Council, call for an expendi-
ture of ¥7,101,334 against revenue of
$6,674,275 on tlie basis of existing tax-
ation, with an estimated deficit on the
year's working of $427,059.

In assessing the financial position dis-
closed by these figures, it must be borne
in mind that the surplus balance in hand
is not wholly free for appropriation as a
sum of at least $250,000 has to be main-
tained as working capital to provide for
current advances, cash Dbalances, ete.
Futhermore, allowance must be made for a
probable shortf !l in revenue receipts
arising from War conditions. Examina-
tion of the Estimates under the main head
of Customs will disclose that the yield
from this source for 1941 has been in-
cluded at the same amounts as in the rve-
v sed listimates for 1940. The general
effect of the War in 1941 on revenue from
import duties cannot be forecast at this
date, but it is unlikely that imports can be
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maintained at the same level as in 1940 ;
and it is therefore prudent to consider
that a reserve of at least $250,000 will be
required to meet any shortfall in this
direction.

Having vegard to the above considera-
tions 1t 1s inevitable that additional taxa-
tion  must be imposed in 1941 if the
Colony’s financial solvency is to be main-
tained.

It is therefore proposed to increase the
revenue from Income Tax by the imposition
of a surtax of 509, on existing personal
rates accompanied by an increase in the
rate on Companies from 159 to 209 and
on Life Insurance Companies from 59/ to
69,. These increases will, it is estimated,
produce an additional yield of $300,000.
The proposed surtax of 509 in conjunction
with the increase of approximately one-
third as the result of the new rates imposed
this year will have the effect of doubling
the pre-war tax on incomes.

It is also proposed to strengthen the
financial position by bringing into revenue
as a General Reserve the Colonization
Reserve of $400,000 which was established
Ly the Colonization Xund Ordinance,
No. 7 of 1937, to meet the cost of any un-
indentured immigration in the future.

Bills  will be shortly introduced in
Council to give effect to these proposals.

In the budget for 1940 it had been pro-
posed to introduce an Excess Frofits Tax
but it is not proposed to proceed with
this tax for the present.

The draft revenue estimates for 1941
include the revenue to be derived from
continuing the Bill of Entry Tax, vhe
Excise Duty on Sugar and the surtax on
Harbour Dues, and the Council will be
asked to authovise the collection of these
special imposts during the year,

ExpenviTurg, 1941,

1 shall now deal with some of the more
important details of the cxpenditure esti-
mates for 1941 us presented to Council.

The estimate of $7,101,334 is $13,103
less than the revised estimate for 1940.
The following are the heads under which
the largest increases and decreases will be
found i—
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Increasc Uecrease.

Agriculture ...5% 10,000
Tducation 52,000
Tands and Mines 11,000
Hogpitals and Dispensaries 13,100
Miscellaneous—

(a Subventions, ete., Munieipal 19,000
Tolice 29,0060
Post Office 23,00
Public Works Departinent 45,000
Public Works Annually Recurrent 20,003
Public Works Extraovdinary 182,000
Pensions and Ciratuities S15,000

Public Debt
Transport and Harbours

Heacd VIIIlA.

A portion of the increase of $52,000
under this Head will be required to pay
sularies  to additional teachers to be
engaged, and increased grants to be made
under the new Iiducation Code.

18,000
34,000

Fducation.—

Head XX111. —itiscellancous (w) Subven-
tions, ete., Municipal. —

Payments to be made to the Munici-
pality for service and maintenance charges
of the sewerage vonnections to Government
properties outside the northern i-oundary
of Georgetown in rvespect of the period
1929 to 191], inclusive, account for
$13,000 of the increase of $19,000 under
this head.

Iead XX 1[I — Police —

This Head shows an increase of $29,000
a large portion of which is required to
enable the Force to be increased by 42
other ranks for the better policing of
Berbice and for additional duties in con-
nection with the Motor Vehicles and
Road Tratic and the TFirearmms Ordi-
nances.

Head XXITX.—Post Office.—

The increase of $23,000 under this head
is  mainly due to increased provision
having to be made for the conveyance of
mails, principally by air. his expenditure
is recoverable by the sale of stumps.

Head XXXIV --Public Works Department,

The increase of $45,000 is due to the
transfer of certain items hitherto shown
under heads Sea Defences and Public
Works Annually Recurrent to the new
Consulting  Engincer’s  section of the
Department and to the increase of stafl
consequent on the recomwmendations of the
Reorganization Committee.

Proposals in
reorganization  of

the
Works

connection with
the Public



95 Budget Statement

Department were approved by Legislative
Council Resolution No. XXXIT on the
4th September, 1940. To implement these
provision has been made in the Estimates
for Mr. Case—at present holding the
office of Director of Public Works and
Sea Defences—to be Consulting Engineer
for Sea Defences, Drainage, Irrigation,
and IHarbour and River Improvements.
A new appointment will be made to the
office of Director of Public Works. The
Consulting Engineer will be provided with
separate ollice accommodation and the
necessary staff which, with the exception
of an engineering draughtsman, a messen-
ger and a tvpist-clerk, will be drafred to
him from the Public Works Oftice. The
amount  trausferred from head ¢ Sea
Defences ” is opproximately $9,000 and
items totalling $13,180 have been trans-
ferred frowm Public Works Annually Recur-
rent.
Head XXXV.—Public Works Annually Le-
cwrrent.
Head XLV.—Public Works Baxtraordinary.
In accordance with
giveu to the Council when Resolution No.
XIX of 16th July, 1940, was passed, that
expenditure on special works which have
the advantage of assisting to relieve un-
employment would be maintained on the
1940 level, certain heads have Dbeen
increased in the 1941 Estimates to the
total extent of $250,000. The heads thus
increased are:—
Ilead XXXV.—Public
Recurrent.—
Maintenance  and
public buildings by

Works Annually

reconditioning of
$37,000
Head XLV.—Public WWorks Extraordinary.
Reconditioning drainage
works
New buildings

$182,000
$ 31,000

The greater part of the remaining pro-
vision made under Public Works Extra-
ordinary is required for expenditure on
buildings for the undermentioned Depart-

ments and on the other works named
below :(—
labour and Local Government $14,150
Medical $35,530
Police $86,320
Water Supply $22,400
Drainage and filling Govern-
ment Lands, Georgetown $21,300
Roads and Buildings ., $32,200
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The Council is being asked to vote
$253,451 under this head which is
$34,000 less than the estimated expendi-
ture for 1940. The net deficiency is put
down at $216,451 and it is proposed to
spend $37,000 on Capital Account, all of
which, with the exception of $2,000, is
required for a new locomotive.

The revenue estimates of the Transport
and Harbours Department are approxi-
mately $100,000 greater than the revised
estimates for 1940, the whole of this in-
crease being shown under the Department’s
revenue head Harbour and Pilotage.

CENsUS.

In the 1940 estimates a new head was
included to enable preliminary preparations
to be made for the decennial census which
it was then expected would Dbe taken in
1941 Dbut as no census will be taken in any
part of the Empire next year, owing to the
war, no expenditure has been incurred
under this lead and no provision is made
for 1941.

CouvonNiaL. DeverLopMENT FuUND SCHEMES.

The items of expenditure shown under
Head XLVII—Colonial Development
Fund Schemes—will also be removed from
the draft Kstimates, with the leave of the
Council when in Committee, because the
Secretary of State in informing this

Government of the passing of the
Colonial ~ Development  and Welfare
Act, 1940, has directed that provision

should be made under the appropriate
departmental head of estimate. The appen-
dix containing details of the Colonial
Development Fund schemes will, however,
remain for purposes of record, and a suit-
able footnote added to indicate the heads
under which the expenditure for 1941 has
been included.

GOVERNMENT HEeaLTH DEPARTMENT AND
Heap XVI.—MgeDICAL.

In 1939 the work of the Government
Health Department was brought under the
control of the Director of Medical Ser-
vices and experience since then has shown
that it is desirable to have the items pre-
viously voted under Head ‘ Government
Health Department” incorporated with
the expenditure under ¢ Medical.” The
necessary transfers have accordingly been
made, and this accounts for the increase of
$93,000 under Head XVI.
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GENERAL.

A number of increases in votes have
been made on account of the rvise in prices
resulting from the war, ey, dietary,
uniform and, generally speaking, all sup-
plies which have to he imported.

The temporary war bonus of 10 per cent
payable to employees in receipt of salaries
up to $40 a month, in accordance with
Legislative Council Resolution No. III of
19th December, 1939, has been provided
in next year’s estimates under the appro-
priate heads.

Provision has been made for increasing
the salaries of all junior telephone opera-
tors from $15 to $20 a month. This is
the salary paid to typist-clerks when
engaged temporarily, and it is considered
that a telephone operator should not be
paid less than that amount. It has been
necessary to malke provision for increasing
the staffs of some Departments; details
with respect to these and other new items
will be found in the Explanatory Memo-
randum prepared for the use of Honour-
able Members when considering the Hsti-
mates.

Hon. Members will, I am sure, wish to
have an opportunity to study the estimates
before continuing the debate and, as Your
Excellency has already intimated, it is pro-
posed that the debate on the motion might
be postponed until next week.

Mr. De AGUIAR : If Tuesday is the
day that has been decided upon it seems
to me that the decision to meet on that
day will certainly afford hon. Members
very little time to wade through this large
book of figures, and especially as there are
likely to be some new features. I am think-
ing particularly of the Public Works De-
partment and Departments of that sort. I
have no desire to suggest a longer postpone-
ment but I am thinking that if Members
of the Council could have a sort of round-
table conference towards the end of the
week we might be able to obtain informa-
tion and explanations from the various
Heads of Departments coneerned, and in
that way we might be able to proceed on
Tuesday. Otherwise, I do not know how
we will be able to manage it.

Tae PRESIDENT :

I would be very
glad to arrange it.

I take it that you

26 NovesBer, 1940.

Budget Statement 28

will want some of the Government Mem-
bers to be present to give information.

Mr. De AGUIAR: Yes, sir, that
would be most desirable. Perhaps we
could start with the Colonial Secretary
and the Colonial Treasurer. We wust
have the Treasurer because he is the cus-
todian of the purse, and if necessary we
could so arrange for other Heads of
Departments to attend when desired.

Tae PRESIDENT: I would be very
glad if that could be arranged. Can you
suggest any day ?

Mr. D AGUIAR: I have discussed
it with another Member and the only day
he could spare is Saturday. I was
thinking of a little earlier day than that.

Mr. JACOB: I wonder if the hou.
Member is suggesting in a different way
the functioning of a Select Committee
again ? We had a Select Committee in
four consecutive years and I do not think
any useful purpose, was served. While T
congratulated Government on calling us
here to-day and giving us the Governor’s
Speech printed and also the Colonial
Secretary’s Budget statement T think we
should have some opportunity to go
through these figures. I certainly would
like to go through the estimates and m:uke
notes of certain things, so that when the
time comes [ should be able to say some-
thing" about the various items in Council.
Sometimes before one gets through a par-
ticular item the whole page is passed and
then one has to ask for time to consider
certain things because of lack of prepara-
tion in the first instance. I think we
should have some time to consider the
estimates. Whether Members of the
Council meet or not I am pleading for
more time to consider the estimates.

Tae PRESIDENT : That is entirely
for Members to decide. Government will
do anything to facilitate that discussion
by giving any information that may be
required.

Toe COLONIAL SECRETAKY : The
last speaker was not in the Colony last
year. A  Select Comumittee was not
appointed last year. There wasa Select
Committee the previous year. I gather that
the hon.Member for Central Demerara (Mr.
De Aguiar) is suggesting not so much the
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appointment of a Select Committee and
the taking of notes of the proceedings, but
a conference round the table with Unoffi-
cial Members and one or two of the Offi-
cial Members, and I welcome that.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : I do not know if
hon, Members have in mind the circular
I addressed to them asking them to meet
and discuss the lines which the debates
should take. It would save a considerable
amount of time rather than having every
Klected Member getting up here and play-
ing on the same tuue. It would shorten
the Council’s worlk considerably and per-
haps bhe just as effective. I do not know
whether the hon. Members who have
spoken had that circular in mind when
they were speaking, but perhaps a little
longer time to consider the estimates
might enable us to decide upon some work-
ing arrangement.

Tae PRESIDENT : The time is very
short and we do not want to waste any of
it. I think if we fixed the meeting for
Tuesday it could be postponed if neces-
sary. In the meantime if Members wish
to have a conference I think the Govern-
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ment representatives would be only too
glad to meet them and give any informa-
tion that may be required.

Mr. DE AGUIAR: So far as I am
concerned if I can obtain explanations
that I may require on certain items on
the estimate a lot of time will be saved.

Tag PRESIDENT : It is rather an in-
formal sort of conference and therefore it
is not necessary to pass any motion about
it now. I understand that there was no
Select Committee last year hecause I think
it had been found by experience that as a
formal Committee it did not save very
much time. As time is rather short this
year—we have been forced by circum-
stances to meet late in the year—it is not
proposed to have a Select Committee on
this occasion, but anything that can be
done in the way of a conference and of
giving information would be helpful. If
Members wish to have that conference I
can say on behalf of Government that we
will give them all the help they need. I
adjourn the Council until Tuesday in the
hope that Members will be ready to pro-
ceed on that day.





