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32T Members Present

LEGISLATIVE COUNCII,

Thursday, 10th December, 1942.

The Council met at 12 noon, His
Excellency the Governor, Sir Gordon
Kethem, K.C.M.G., President, in the
Chair, '

PRESENT:

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
G. D. Owen, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
5. O. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C.

The Hon. J. S. Dash, Director of
Agriculture.

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C., (New
Amsterdam).

The Hon. E. F.. McDavid,
Colonial Treasurer,

CBE.,

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E.,
(Nominated).

The Hon. W. A. D’Andvade, O.B.E,,
Comptroller of Customs.

The Hon. M. B. Laing, O.B.E., Com-
missioner of Local Government.

The Hon. L. G. Crease, Director of
Education.

The Hon. B. R. Wood, Ccnservator of
IForests.

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E,,
(Georgetown Central).

The Hon. J. Eleazar (Berbice River).

The Hon.  J. Gonsalves,
(Georgetown South),

0.B.E,,
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The Hon. J. I. de Agular (Central
Demerara).

The Hon. Pcer Bacchus (Western

Berbice).

The Hon. C. R, Jacob (North-Western
District).

The Hon. J. W. Jackson {Nominated).

The Hon.
Essequebo).

C. V. Wight (Western

The Clerk read prayers.

MINUTES.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council- held on Wednesday the 9th day
of December, 1942, were taken as read,
and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

DRAINAGE: AND IRRIGATION SCHEMES.

Time PRESIDENT: With reference to
yesterday’s proceedings and my ve-
marks on the Drainage and Inrigation
Schemes I wished to make it quite clear
and I think I did say so, that the eapital
costs would be met entirely from the
funds provided under the Colonial De-
velopment Trust Fund or other source.
There is no question of a specific rating
per acre of the properties concerned.
Tt will he remembered that at the meet-
ing we had last May I asked Unofficial
Members to support me in the attitude
that the capital costs of the Drainage
amd Irrigatien Schemes should not be
met by the proprietors but by finances
from outside,

THE FLOOD SITUATION.

With regard to the question of drain-
age and the dificult situation which has
arisen in the last few days I have asked
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engineers and others to go out and see
the areax principally affected.  Sir
Cosmo Parkinson is going out himself
tu see at first hand what arises in this
country at times,of heavy rain . One
result that may follow from that is tha%
we may find it convenient to postpone
congideration of the Public Works
estimates this afternoon.

IMPORTS FROM VENEZUELA AND BRAZIL.

I have a letter of some importance. 1
do not know if I have spoken specific-
ally in this Council about trade with our
South American neighbours, but I
think in Finance Committee we spoke
about the possibilities of imports from
Venezuela and Brazil, and I have receiv-
ed general authority from the Colonia!
Office to get over certain formal obsta-
cles that exist. As regards Venezuela we
fcund that the difficulties were on the
other side and I wrote to the British
Minister there some time ago. I have
his reply stating that the matter is
being studied and he will inform me of
the views of the Venezuzlan Govern-
ment in due course.

QUESTION OF PROCEDURE.

There is a point touching the pro-
cedure yesterday which may have been
cenfusing to Members, and I have looked
at the papers since. There is really no
difficulty about it, but it might seem a
little bit easier under Rule 17 which
says:—

“When an amendment to 'a question
shall have been submitted. and when
more amendments than one shall have
been submitted, the President at the close
of the debate shall put the question for
the decision of the Council in this wise:
“That the words of the question stand
as in the original motion” which, if it
be decided in the affirmative, will throw
out all amendments, and he sball then put
the original motion to be affirmed or
negatived. If the first question which
would preclude all amendments be nega-
iived, then, in case only one amendment
shall have been proposed and seconded
he shall put the question as it was pro-
posed to be amended; but in case more
amendments than one shall have been
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proposed and seconded, he shall put the
guestions of amendment seriatim and in
the inverse order of their having Dbeen
proposed ; and when any one. amendment
is  aflirmed all other amendments shall
he thereby negatived, and the President
shall then put the motion, as so amended,
to be atlirmed or negatived.”

I used the Parliamentary phraseology
which is “That the words proposed to
be deleted stand part of the question.”
The difficulty is this:in a simple
amendment which is a change of words
or the insertion of a word or two, or
the deletion of a word or two, the mat.
ter is quite simple, but when we have
amendments which are in effect fresh
moctions then it becomes a little difficult,
and one has, as provided in the Rule,
to put the question: “That the words
of the motion stand.” If that is affirmed
it does not mean that the motion is
there and then.carried. It means that
we continue the debate on the motion,
and if there is a minor amendment it
will be considered and we will proceed
with the second question and put the
motion for formal adoption. If it is
negatived, which means that any Mem-
ber who prefers one of the several
amendments votes in the negative or
against the original motion being con-
sidered in that form, then we proceed
to take the amendments in inverse
order. The procedure is a good one and
gives ample opportunity for discussion.
In yesterday’s debate we should have put
the motion by the hon. Member for
Western Essequebo (Mr. C. V. Wight)
in its original form, and if it was nega-
tived we would then have taken the
amendment moved by the hon. Member
for Georgetown South (Mr. Gonsalves)
and seen whether we wanted to debate
that. If that failed we would then have
taken the amendment moved by the
hon. Member for Central Demerara (Mr.
De Aguiar). It is a procedure which
does  facilitate getting on with the
matter, because it takes us back to the
original motion.

Yesterday we said we did not want
to debate the wording of the original

[t Y
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motion any further but preferred to
debate one of the amendments. I used
a form of words which I had used dur-
ing the last eight years and which is
the Parliamentary form, and when I
saw this question arising I referred to
the Manual of Procedure and refreshed
my memory of the exact wording. Then
the Attorney-General drew my attention
to Rule 17 which uses a form of words
which is apparently simpler. That is

" all right, but it is a little less desirable

because it brings into the question the
whole of the wording of the motion and
everything that has gone before. Of
course if it occurs again I shall be bound
by Rule 17 and use those vparticular
words. The procedure is a good one
although Members found it a little bam-
boczling that if they are in favour of
something they have to vote “No,” but
T tried to make it clear to Members.

Am Trir wrrin S Cosarp
PARKINSON.

There is just cne other announcement
I have to make and that iz that I am
going out of Georgetown early to-
morrow morning with Sir Cosmo Park-
inson, taking him around the Colony by
air, and I do not expect to be back in
Georgetown until Tuesday afternoon.

As regards to-day’s business I should
remind Members that we have under-
taken to take the motion by the hon.
Member for Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar)
to-morrow, and 1 now propose, subject
to anything the Colonial Secretary
might arrange, that we should give
him an opportunity at 2 o’clock to-
morrow, and in the meantime proceed
as far as we can with the Estimates.

NOTICES OF QUESTIONS.

Lessees oF Traxsrort Axp ITArpouns
DEPARTMENT.

Mr. De AGUIAR gave notice of the
foliowing questions:—
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1. How many lessees are on land owned
by the Transport and Harbours Depart-
nient—

(e) within the boundaries of the Kitty
and Alexanderville Local Authority
(north of the railway line) ;

(b) south of the railway line.
2. How many huildings are on the land

referred to in (1)? Show (¢) and (D)
separately.

3. What is the amount received for rents
for the year 1941 and up to 30th September,
19427 Show each year separately.

4. What is the amount owing (if any) for
rents up to and including 30th September,
10427

5. Is any contribution made to the Kitty
and Alexanderville Local Authority? If
the answer is in the affirmativa, pleasce state
the amount contributed for the years 1940,
1941 and 1942, (separately) and the reason
for these contributions.

6. Is any Commission paid for collecting
these rents? If so, to whom is it paid, the
rate paid, and the actual Comumission paid
for the years 1040, 1941, and up to and in-
cluding 30th September, 1942. Show the
figures separately.

7. Is Government aware that the lessees
are on a monthly tenancy?

S. Is Government aware that eviction
proceedings are usually taken after the
expiration of one month’s notice?

9. What steps are being taken to ensure
that lessees are given a greater security of
tenure?

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: Arising out of
the announcement made by Your Excel-
lency as regards the procedure to be
adopted, I take it that if the amend-
ment to my motion had been rejected
Your Excellency would then have put
my motion to the vote.

T PRIESIDENT: Na, the exact
wording of your motion would have
fallen. Had the amendment been finally
negatived the whole thing would have
fallen, and all we would have had on
record would be the debate. I tricked
vou a little bit by saying that in voting
against the amendment you did not
mean to vote against the substance of
it. Of course we could have taken
another motion later on.
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Mr. WIGHT: The molion having
fallen it would have come under the
Rule which sayvs that a similar motion
cannot be introduced within a period of
fix months.

Tur PRESIDENT: T would have to
refer to the Attorney-General on that
point. It depends on how you could
have preduced a new motion worded in
such a manner as would bring it out-
side the Rule. It probably could have
been done somehcw.

ORDER O THT: DAY.

TosTiarares, 1943,

The Council resolved itself into
Committee and resumed consideration
of the Estimates of expenditure to be
defrayed from vrevenue for the year
ending 31st December, 1943,

MISCELLANEOUS (b) SUBVENTIONS, &C..
OTHER THAN MUNICIPAL,

Item 24—Recruitment and Training
of Officers for Cclonial Agricultural De-
partments, $1,872.

Mr., De AGUIAR: I do not think I
have very much to add to what I said
yvesterday when I spoke generally under
this head, but in order to refresh the
memory of hon. Members on the points
I raised I will repeat that I asked Gov-
ernment to re-cxamine the question of
these grants. T appreciate that we are
bound to continue some £ them for a
certain period of years, and I realize
the difficulty in trying to =top the pay-
ments all at once, but it has occurred to
mc that perhaps at this time we might
put up a case for the postponement of
these payments until the war is over,
because it seems to me that we can hope
to get little benefit from them, and
after all most of these institutions are,
as it were, only marking time at
present.
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Speaking generally on this item 1
should like to hear from the Director
of Agriculture what benefits this Col-
ony hasx been receiving as a result of
this contribution.

Prof. DASH (Director of Agricul-
ture) : This item relates to the Unified
Service Scheme which this Council
agreed to accept and to contribute some-
thing towards the training of officers
for the Colonial Agricultural Depart-
ments. That seheme is still in foree
and I do not think we could touch this
vote without bringing up the whole
question again, because we have agreed
in principle to the Unified Services
Scheme, part of which incorporates the
training of officers for Colonial Agri-
cultural Departments.

Mr. De AGUIAR: Have we ever sent
an officer from the Department of Agri-
culture for a post-graduate course, or
have we any officers in the Department
at present who have taken advantage
of the course? What training have
our officers received?

Prof. DASH: We have come into the
picture this way: that if we want
cfficers we apply for them, and we have
had officers. I cannot recall whether
any of our own men born in this Colony
have actually participated.\ There may
ke one, but I cannot answer that off-
hand. We have the privilege of calling
on the authorities to supply us with
cfficers under this arrangement.

Mr. De AGUIAR: T am afraid that
I am semewhat dense but T do not think
T am fully satistied with the explana-
tion. Probably 1 ought to confess that
1 do not understand it. Am T right in
saying that if an officer is reaquired for
the Department of Agriculture the
Director gaes to the institution for that
cflicer?

Prof. DASH: Part of ihe training
iakes place at the College. The Unified
Service controls officers in receipt of a
certain salary. 1 think it is from the
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£500 to £600 class up. This question
has been fully discussed in this Council
before, and when we acceptéd the Unified
Service Scheme we agree:d to join in
" the provision of funds for the training
uf students or candidates ror the Col-
cuial Agricultural Service so that there
wiil always Dbe a supply. To ensure
that the Home Governmen’ puts up a
substantial sum of money, and each
Coiony was asked to contribute some-
thing towards that expeise. That is
as far as I can go.

Mr, De AGUIAR: I do not wish to
challenge the statement made by the
Director, but I do not recall the dis-
cussion he referred to in the Council on
the scheme. I have been a Member of
this Council for 12 years and that dis-
cussion must have taken wnlace before
my time. I raised the guestion som=
time ago, though not quite in this form,
‘and if there are any papers on this
rcheme perhaps the Directer might un-
dertake to pass them around for the
benefit of Members. From all we have
heard this morning it seems that this
is undoukjtedly a matter which requires
re-examination, and I am asking that
this particular item be re-examined in
"the light of the remarks I have made.

Tie CITAIRMAN: 1 myself would
like to see the papers and to see whether
any discussion tock place before, but L
should anticipate that it is something
like this: As you know, a number of
services have been unified over the whole
Colonial Empire, and there is an inter-
change of officers directed from Lon-
(lon. The Agricultural Service is one
and the Police is another. 1 admit that
when this was done part of the scheme
was to arrange rather carefully the
training of agricultural officers to be
appointed to posts in (he United Ser-
vices, and all the Colonies were asked
to contribute in proportion to their
means. I cannot say off-hand what
direct connectiorn it has with the Im-
perial College of Tropical Agriculture.
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Prof. DASH: The arrangement was
that these officers would be selected on
merit and qualification, if not a Uni-
versity degree, and then they are sub-
mitted to two years’ post-graduate
training, one year at Cambridge and
one year at the Imperial Ccllege. The
whele matter arose because there were
very few candidates at one stage offer-
ing for the Colonial Agricultural Ser-
vice, and the desire of the Colonial
Office was to put the whole question of
the training, selection and salaries of
officers on a proper basis in order to
attract the right type of candidates.
That is how tke whole thing started.
We came into it by accepting ‘thea
gcheme, and this was a sort of corollary
to that scheme.

Mr. McDAVID (Col. Treasurer): I
think I can add to that by saying that:
there was a scheme and a large volume
of correspondence on the subfject, but
these contributions have a definite
period—a five-year period. Whether
it will cease in 1943 or not I cannot
recollect now, and as to what new form
the scheme will take after that I cannot
=4y Now.

Trg CHAIRMAN: Iem 25—Contri-
bution towards Imperial IForestry In-
gtitute at Oxford, $576—is a contribu-
tion for five years. Perhaps the Con-
servator of Forests will teil us whether
that is a similar scheme {foy the train-
ing of Forestry officers.

Mr. WOOD (Conservator of Forests) :
There is a good deal more than that in
that particular case, because now that
they have a system of apprentice tours
and men doing their Imperial Forestry
Institute course after their apprentice
tours it undertakes a final vear’s train-
ing of recruits who have already done
two years’ service, and all the refresher
courses which have to be taken periodic.
ally by officers at different stages of
their service, and also a certain
amount of research work rTor the vari-
cus Colonies. T cannot remember off-
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hand whether we agreed to make this
contribution for a period of years, but
I rather think we did.

Tus CHAIRMAN: It says so in the
note. On the general poini raised by
the hon. Member for Central Demerara
({Mr. De Aguiay) that the various con-
iributions require re-examination. L
would point out that when there was a
new service of this kind arranged by
ihe Colonial Office it was the policy to
appeal to the individual Cclonies and
ask them to contribute in proportion
to their means. That was done in
principle some years ago. Now that we
kFave this new finance policy it might
be reasonable to raise the point whether
there is need to call on all the Colonies
to contribute their little bit. The reply
might be that psychologically it would
be. The House of Lords has recently
been discussing the Unified Services and
the handicaps the Colonies suffer, and
the remedy, as Lord Moyne said, was
that the same rates of pay should apply
no matter whether the Colony was poor
or rich, and that those rates should be
made up from Imperial funds in cases
where a Colony could not afford them.
On the same principle we may go bacik
and say: “Why inflict all these little
things on us?” 1 am quite prepared
to do that.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I would tell them
that after this year we cannot continue
this grant. All we have heard is ouly
a matter of “obscurantism.” We were
told that it was for the purpose of
getting gradyates from the Universities
to go to Trinidad to study tropical
agriculture. We asked what were we
going to get from it? A gentleman
was here at the time on a visit and by
using what we call in this Colony
“sweet mouth”  he got this Council to
agree to make this contribution. We
were told distinctly that it was for that
purpose. If anybody wants to go thers
now he will have to pay. This thing
has brought us no benefit at all. It has
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done the Institute some good because
gome men came here to see the differ-
ence between grass and rice. In those
days there was no talk about Unified
Services. We have got no benefit from
this secheme, and everybody knows that;
at least the Professor docs. He used
his influence here and got.the Council
to grant this amount.

Trie CHAIRMAN: Would you like to
contract out altogether? 1In that case
when we apply for an officer they will
tell us “You do not belong to the
family; we cannot help you.”

Mr. JACOB: I am a little bit confus-
ed. I understood yesterday that Your

Excellency was going to raise the
question ol the Imperial Conege of

Tropical Agriculture. I am wondering
whether we are discussing items 23 and
24 together, or whether it would not be
better to discuss them separately. As
regards item 23—Annual Grant to Im-
perial College of Tropical Agriculture
$3,600—I made the point yesterday that
this grant should definitely continue. I
gathered from the hon. Members for
Central Demerara (Mr. De Aguiar)
and Georgetown North (Mr. Seaford)
that while they are not opposed to the
continuance of the grants they want the
whole question re-examined. By all
means re-examine the question, but I
should be sorry to think that the Col-
lege in Trinidad should not be supported
by this Colony when we are looking
forward to such great agricultural
development. We have been importing
agricultural products from Canada, the
United States and Australia, and we
should have a College in the West In-
dies to enable us to abandon those un-
necessary imports and the unnecessary
use of ships. I cannot understand
Lon. Members suggesting that this
grant should cease.

I am pretty young, but 1 am not as
young as I look. Twenty years ago the
sugar interests here were very well
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satisfied when they got two tons of
sugar per acre, but to-day if they do
not get four tons of sugar per acre they
are not satisfied at all. Sugar produc-
tion ‘n this Colony has doubled itself,
all due to scientific research, and all
praise to those who are responsible for
this achievement. When it comes to
rice, zoconut and other products we see
a defiaite and general decline all the
time. We have had 20 years of decline,
and I would be sorry to think that Gov-
ernment would suspend or abolish this
grant to the Imperial College. I am
strongly in favour of the College being
supparted. In fact we should do some-
thing more to expand it.’

I cbserve that Trinidad is going to
plant its own rice. We have been
messing around with that problem all
these years. They are going to plant
their own rice and Venezuela or Brazil
will also supply them while we sit here
and mark time because it suits certain
interests that we should not have any
other than sugar interests in this
Colony. If we are not able to do it in
this Council maybe some supreme au-
thiority may be able to do it for us.
I feel very strongly about the matter
snd I appeal to Government to get more
export products here apart from sugar.

Tie CHAIRMAN: You do not oppose
either item 23 or 24?

Mr. JACOB: No, sir.

Tui CHAIRMAN: The proposal was
made yesterday that we should make
certain representations to the Secretary
of State and to the College in order that
we might get more service from the
College. I am inclined to agree with
that. My experience iis that we are
getting less than my last Colony was
zetting.

Mr. De AGUIAR: The hon. Member
iz quite right. He did not understand
what was being said.

TrestaTive CotxciL
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Mr. JACOB: With regard to item 4—
Grant wo tntang Welfare and Materuity
League—For Midwives, §9,944—do I
understand that this grant is being
distributed throughout the country, or
is it for Georgetown alone? If it is
for the country districts I would like to
make a point. There have been insist-
ent demands from the North-West Dis-
trict, that a subsidized nurse-midwife
should be stationed at Morawhanna. {The
nurse-midwife at Mabaruma is unable
to take care of the patients at Mora-
whanna, and when I discussed the mat-
ter with the previous Director of Medi-
cal Services I was told there were not
sufficient funds, and that some League
was unable to provide the money for it.
I am sorry the Director of Medical
Services is not here. I would like the
matter to be gone into.

Prof. DASH: I should like to clarify
one point in connection with item 23
which has not been brought out. Ad-
mittedly I am not as familiar as I used
to be with the work of the College, and
more recently transport ditficulties have
got in the way of more frequent inter-
course both by students and Professors.
I would like to say that that grant was
obtained by Sir Arthur Shipley who
was Chairman of the Board of Governors
when the College first got on its feet in
1927. He visited this Colony and other
Colonies, and pointed out that it was an
institution in the West Indies, and that
we should show our goodwill towards
the College and help its badget. As a
result this Colony agreed ito contribute
£1,000 a year. During *the depression
and financial difficulties the vote was
cut, but T do not know if it ever had
any strings to it. Then it developed
that we were allowed to send diploma
students on the scholarship system. I
thotight I should mention that because
the new Members of the Council were
not here when this Council gave Sir
Arthur Shipley a gift of £1,000 a year
which has since been cut.

Mr. AUSTIN: I would iike to refer
to the point made by the hon. Member
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for Georgetown North (Mr, Seaford)
yesterday with reference to the Im-
perial College of Tropical Agriculture
in Trinidad. The authorities of the
College have not helped us at all in in-
creasing the production of sugar from
two to four tons per acre. 1t has been
done as a result of the technical knowl-
edge of the people we have brought to
the Colony, and the type of machinery
used. I think the hon. Member for
Georgetown North made a very useful
point. We are not ‘getting the assist-
ance we should get Irom this College.
1 you, sir, in your despatel could point
out to them that we lack that assistance,
which perhaps is given to other Colonies,
T think a very useful object may bz
achieved. We really feel that in re-
spect of farmers’ cane there are prob-
lems which are worrying us frem the
sugar producers’ point of view as well
as from the farmers’ point of view, and
a technical officer of the College could
easily have been sent herc by air to
eive us some advice and assistance,

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT - I am not
opposing the item, but areu’t we putting
the cart before the horse? What we
want is an expert drainage officer in
view of what I saw on Sunday and
Monday. We nave very fertile lands in
this Colony which can grow almost any-
thing, but we want a drainage expert.
We rely too much on the sugar estate
engineers. The sugar estates are cer-
tainly well drained, but Government
does not seem to get the right type of
oftficers for irrigation and drainage.

Tug CHATRMAN: Do you know that
we are bringing one out?

Mr. WIGHT: I am very glad to heai
that,

Tig CHAIRMAN: T think I said so
in Finance Committee in connection
with- the Bonasika-Boeraserie scheme,
that we have specifically asked for
drainage and irrigation experts. We
have asked for several, but so far we
have only got one drainage expert who
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will be paid for by the Home Govern-
ment out of the grant. But we want
to go further than that.

Mr. JACOB: I have a distinct r2col-
lection that the Manager of the Sugar
Experiment Station here went to Trini-
dad and took a course at the Imperial
College for a period of & year aid a
half or two years. I therefore thiik it
is a little ungenerous to zay that the
services of that officer are of no baefit
to this Colony.

Prof. DASH: That officer did not take
a post-graduate course at the Colege.
He went to Harvard University to
take up studies in Genetics.

Mr. JACOB: Are you referring to
Myr. Cameron?:

Prot. DASH @ No, you referrec to
the officer in charge.

Mr. JACOB: He went to Trinidad
and remainea there Tor &ome period.
Now he is the Manager of the Sugar
Experiment Station here. It looks a
little ungenerous to say that the train-
ing, experience and knowledge that
officer acquired in Twinidad are of no
benefit to the sugar interests here.

Item 56—Subesidy to Canadian Na-
tional Steamship Service, $40,800.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: In Finance Com-
mittee, it was suggested that this
matter would Dbe considered on the
lines of the possible withhclding of the

subsidy. I trust that the matter will
receive the earnest and expeditious
attention of Government.

Ting CHATRMAN: Yes, certainly.

Item 70—United Mariners® Club—
Grant for running expenses of—
£5,000.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I would like to

“know whether this Club will be an ex-

clusive institution or will be available
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to all seamen? There is some feeling
that it is likely to be an exclusive Club

for a certain class of seamen. Is it
tor all mariners?
Mr. McDAVID: There will be no

exclusion whatsoever. It is all embrac-
ing, and everyone entitled to the desig-
nation of mariner will be entitled to
gc there. I move that the new sub-
head 72—Grant to
$960—as printed in the report of the
Finance Committee be inzerted.

Item agreed to.

Ting CITAIRMAN: In regard to the
representations T am to make to the
authorities of the Imperial College of
Tropical Agriculture I anticipate that
the possible answer of the Principal
might be that the teaching staff of the
Coilege cannot be posted off to other
Colonies. That may be perfectly
true, but the practice hitherto has
been that at certain periods oppor-
tunity was taken by 1lhe teaching
ctaff to visit other Colonies and give
their services. Another point is
whether the College has not advisers
attached to it in addition to the
teaching staff. That again raises the
further question of the I.eeward and
Windward Islands which, of course,
lhad a special service. In those Col-
‘onies we nad a Commissioner of Agri.
culture and an Assistant Commissioner
who were attached to the College, and
all the advantages of the laboratories
and equipment of the College. We had
to pay for them separately, but we
always had them available to us at
any time.

I think what Members have - said
means that we feel that within the
iast two or three years there has been
s kind of exclusiveness about the Col-
lege, an unwillingness to help us
here. Those are the points I shall
raise in my despatch.

Leatstarive CoUuxcin: 7/
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OrrIciAL RECEIVER.

Item 1 (a)—Official Receiver, Public
Trustee and Crown Solicitor ($4,320
by $120 to $4.500).

Mr. JACOB: 1 think the permanent.
holder of this cffice is now in charge’
of the Commodity Control, and I am
wondering whether the acting officer
is being paid a flat rate or will draw
some of the fess which the permanent
holder draws I think it would be far
more satisfactory if the =zcting officer
is paid an inclusive salary and that
all fees be paid into the, Treasury.
This matter has been raised in this
Council over and over again and I
thinky the previous Attorney-General
ruled that it would be far more satis-
factory if that were done in respect of
the permanent holder of the office, but
i1, was not practicable to do so in view
of the contract with Mr. King. Imme-
ciately that contract expires and a new
cificer is appointed all fees should be
paid into the Treasury and the officer
raid an inclusive salary.

T CHAIRMAN: In the case of the
substantive holder of the oifice it is
not intended to change the existing
arrangement. You are referring also
to the temporary arrangement. I am
not sure what the precise arrangement
is,

Mr. McDAVID: The arrangement is
that the acting officer gets the sub-
stantive salary and fees.

Tre ATTORNEY-GENKERAL: Ile
only draws certain fees, a very small
proportion of the fees.

Mr. JACOB: Whether the fees are
small o1 large T think it would be far
more satisfactory if they were paid
into the Treasury. This matter was
debated in this Council -in respect of

the Assistant Attorney-(&enera] and
one or two other officers, and 1
strongly wurge that Government has
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an opportunity now to make a change.
Let it begin at once and do not put it
cff. I was given an assurance here
on a previous occasion that imme-
diately an opportunity arose it would
be done. Now I am told that this
acting officer is on the same basis but
receiving small fees. I think other
Members know what happened. Of
course the majority of them are mem-
bers of the legal profession and may
not want to say it, but it is definitely
unsatisfactory tc permit that arrange-
ment to continue.

Mr. ELEAZAR: The hon. Member
who has just spoken always says that
he cannot understand thc hen. Mem-
ber for Berbice River. There is
very good reason for that, because the
hon, Member for Berbice River never
knows what he is talking about. The
permanent holder of the office, a soli-
citor of experignce, is only temporarily
ocut of his offize, yet the hon. Member
tells Government that it ecan ¢hange
the whole arrangement with respect to
the fees. Where is the opportunity?
The acting officer stands to lose certain
of his own fees and should get the
fees attached to his wacting appoint.
ment.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: The hon. Mem-
ber for North-Western Distriet (Mr.
Jacob) seems to have a very poor
opinion of the legal Members of this
Ccuncil. He thinks that because a
matter happens to concern the Ilegal
profession no’ legal Member of the
Ccuncil would be prepared to express
an opinion on the subject. He should
peruse the oath which every member

cof the legal profession has to take
when he is called to the Bar. The
point was raised by me some time
ago that t(here should be a com-

putation of all fees and the holder of
the office given a fixed salary, but hon.
Members, including the hon. Member
for North-Western  District, were
rather against that on the principle
that were that procedure adopted—
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Mr. JACOB: To a point of correc.
ticn. From the first day I entered
this Council I have been definitely
against fees being paid {0 any mem.
Ler of the Government apart from his
substantive salary.

Mr, WIGHT: The argument adduc.
ed against my suggestion was that if
it were adopted there wouid arise the
question of paying pension on the
amount which was so computed, and
that, I take it, was one of the reasons
why this Council did not approve of
it. I happen to know that ihe officer
concerned would be only too willing to
accept a computed amount and an in-
creased pension.

PEXSIONS AND GRATUITIES.

Mr. JACOB: I am not opposed to
paying increased pensions. I would be
¢lad to see the officer referred to under
the previous head receiving an addi-
tional pension. I rose to support in-
creased pensions to those officers whose
pensions are su low that they cannot
live on them. I want to suggest that
in the same way as salaries
up to $60 per month have been tem-
porarily increased by wai bonuses it
is only fair that pensioners, particu-
larly those receiving up to $50 per
month, should be given a temporary
increase. I think Government has
had one or two requests, but I think a
flat rate of 10 per cent on all pensions
up to $50 per month should he paid to
all pensioners, and I commend that to
Government’s consideratior.

Trr CHAIRMAN: As a war measure
you mean?

Mr, JACOB: Yes, sir.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I wish to repeat
what [ said yesterday in respect of
those people who receive from $8 down
to $5 per month as pension. Some
people are definitely grudging as re-
gards pensions, and that is the reason
why the hon. Member for Georgetown
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North (Mr. Seaford) laboured it and
this Council agreed that no pensione:
should receive less than $10 per
month. I know of several who are
gctting  $8 per montl. A& female ex-
cmployee at the Mental Hospital gets
88 per month as pension. If that
sum was good enough before the war
it does not go anywhere ncw. I think
during the last war Government also
gave a temporary increase of 10 per
cent. to pensioners. 1 know that the
Imperial Government has recognized
the principle cof giving war bonuses
to pensioners as well.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I take it that
the hon. Mewmber is suggesting an in-
crease  to  pensioners  irrespective
of residence.

Mr. ELEAZAR : I do not know of
anybody outside the Colony who gets
a pension of $8 per monti.

Tueg CHAIRMAN: I will
note of the point raised.

make a

Porick.
Mr. McDAVID: I movz the addi-
tions recommended by the Finance
Committee which amount to $296,

making the total of the head $580,568.

Mr. JACOB: I am going to make a
point I have made before—I think I
made it in Finance Committee—that
officers below the line, those on the
Untixed ISstablishment, should have
the opportunity of being promoted to
the Fixed Establishment by virtue of
gervice. Up to the preseat time I do
not believe—take for instance item 10,
“10 County Sergeants-Major”’—any of
those officers can be promoted to any
position up to and including that of
Commissioner of Police. I do mnos
know whether it is the intention of
this Government, or the Imperial Gov-
ernment, or other Authorities to con-
tinue this kind of discrimination. It
has gone on too long and it is time
that it be removed. Herse we have
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certain people who begin at the bot-
tom and get old and retire without
getting over the line. It is only 1in
respect of this Service that we find
this thing happening. I think the
time is overdue for a stop tc be put
to that kind of disecrimination which
is due particularly, I think, to pig-
mentation. 1 do not propose to mince
words here. I have made up my mind
to speak frankly and freely on these
matters. It is time that our masters,
wherever they may be, realize that we
—I at least—ilo not approve of this
kind of business and that my presence
in this Legislature is to represent the
views of the people whom I have the

Lonour to represent. I think it has
continued too long and should be
stopped.

I want to take this opportunity to
vefer to one or two very glaring acts
of discrimination. It reaches up to
the top—item 1 (Commissioner of
Police). Your IExcellency is aware of
a certain communication that I ad-
dressed to the Secretary of State for
the Colonies, a copy of which was sent
to Your Excellency. I do net want to
say very much more aboui it now, but
I think the sooner all officers of this
Government realize that irrespective
of position, influence or colour, Police
Officers are there to cdo their duty
without fear or favour to anyone, the
better it will be for all concermed. I
have had a personal and practical ex-
perience of it not only on one occasion
but on two definite occasions, and I do
want it to be recorded here that from
the top of this Department there is
definite discrimination. Letters go in
ail the time about it but we get very
little redress. In fact we get no re-
dress at all.

I am glad the Head of this Depart-
ment is here listening to what I say.
I want him to take his mind back to
when I approached him and spoke to
him about a certain matier. He ask-
ed me who is the person involved,
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when I wanted him to take action. He
himself suggested the name of the
persen involved and then said “I am
sorry we are not able to get the evi-
dence and so can take no action.” Here
is a case which, I think, ig the worst
case that can ever be put before any
body of people, anyone who wants to
see justice and fairplay. The matter
is past, but I trust that nothing of
the kind will ever happen again in
this Colony and particularly in the
Folice Department.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I cannot allow the
estimates of this Department to pass
without supporting what the hon. Mem-
her has said, theugh it is not often I do
that, as T do not often know what he is
talking about. On this occasion he
knows what ‘he is talking about and I
compliment him. I think the time is
ripe for something to be done in “this
Department. Some smali attempt had
been made but it did not go as far as
it might. I notice that they have en-
gaged a large number of young police-
men. They are certainly an improve.-
ment on the older type of policemen
in so far as educational ability is
concerned. They are better educated
men and I wonder if Government can-
not go a little further and make the
pay more attractive so that we can
get a better class even. I noticed in
the Press a day or two ago that in
Trinidad they are cateriiig for Uni-
versity men und ror men who have had
a Secendary education and have pass-

ed the Joint Board Examination.
They are offering such men salaries
commensurate with their educational

altainments awd I wonder whether we
cannot improve our system here in the
game way. When some time ago it
was found necessary to increase the
Police Force the men were getting a
meagre salary, something like $32 a
month, and in order to reduce it still
further they made a Yourth Class
after the probationary period and gave
a salary of $24 a month. It 1is still
there, and so I can only assume that
this improved type of young police-,
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men is receiving that $24 with, per-
haps, a little war bonus. You cannot
improve the IForce in that way.

Instead of doing like Trinidad, cater-
ing for the better class of young men all
round, physically as well as mentally,
you are catering to a second rate
bunch and offering a reduced pay of
$24 a month. That is not good
cuough. If they would follow what is
done in Trinidad, what the hon. Mem-
ber referred to and suggested would
certainly be atvitained, because if you
have fellows with University degrees
and there is opportunity for promotion
there can be no difficalty in imaking
them Junior Superintendents before
their time for retirement. But under the
old regime, I am sure the reason why
they did not pass the rank of a Ser-
geant-Major was because there was some
little thing wanting, just as in the case
which Your Excellency wmentioned last
week, where a man did the work of a
Class I clerk but could not be made 1
clerk because something was wanting.
In the same way you have these men
and pay them a_small salary; you keep
them for all these years «nd make a
line which they shall not pass—the
position of a Sergeant-Major. To tell
you the truth tkey would he told: “It
is because you have not the Senior
Joint Board certificate that we cannot
risk that.

We  want men of ligher educa-
tional attainments for the higher
ranks.” I refuse to believe that mere-

ly because of a man’s colcur he is
made a Sergeant-Major and nothing
glse beyond that. I might be offend-
ing somebody, but it is only in a few
instances have I found a man here and
there whom I could regard as being
capable all round to be a Superintend-
ent. There have been one or fwo, but
certainly the large majority cannot
boast that way. The reason .for that
is that there was no allowance made
at their entrance. They did not cater
for men of any special atbtainments
and the men could not do better when
they joined the Police Force. They
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could not get any work and. before
doing mothing they joined the Force.
Those days are over. We are spend-
ing a large sum of moncy on educa-
tion. If the men take advantage of it
and go to High School and come out
with Senior Joint Board or Matrica-
lation certificates—some even going
abroad and getting TUniversity de-
grees—they should be encouraged by
being paid commensuratelv, and the
Force would become very much im-
proved. As a matter of fact, 1 do not
know who is *o be blamed, but some-
body is, for some of the things that
are going on. Crime is on the in-
crease and detection of crime is on the

decrease. It is because we want men
of a higher calibre, men who can
reason. We do not want “Sherlock

Holmes” as I do not think we will get
zany, but certainly we do want men
who can follow up a case and capture
the culprit. We have too many cul-
prits escaping justice. I lLope Govern-
ment will look into this matter.

Mr. WOOLFORD: I am getting on
in years and do not know how much
longer I may remain in this Council,
but it is within my recollection that
a man of colour, who was a Non-
Commissioned Officer, was offered the

post of Sub-Inspector in this Colony
and he declined it. His name is
Ainsworth.

Mr. ELEAZAR: That was 50 years
ago!

Mr. WOOLFORD: I am only re-
calling that incident in' ovder to make
a few observations. He declined it for
the very reason that the hon. Member
for Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar) has
just mentioned. He felt ihat cultural-
ly and in other respects he could not
maintain the position. That may
account for the precedenti not being
repeated, but I hope that will not be
found as a reason why suggested
appointments along these lines should
not be made. We all know that cir-
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cumstances differ and there are de-
giees of discrimination. I have no-

ticed very many happy changes, and I
hope it will not be necessary for the
hon. Member to call atiention again
to what isx considered a dissatistied
service. I do know that that no longes

permeates the Civil Service. One only
has to go to the Colonial Secretariat

and other Departments to notice the
entire change of atmosphere. 1 sym-
pathize with the hon. Member and

express complete agreement with him
i1 he thinks appointments are measur-
ed along those lines. I do claim that
men who may not be thought com-
petent to Dbe appointed Sub-Inspec-
tors are really competent and equally
as competent as Sub-Inspectors and
should be given higher and more
responsible duties. I refer to the
fact that those men are very often alone
in charge of stations in outlying dis-
tricts, but they are not allowed the
privilege of granting bail to persons
who are arrested and brought to the
station. I wonder how much longer this
principle is going to be recognised.

The majority of the County Ser-
geanfs-Major  who have had very
leng  experience of those duties are
Deing retired, but whilst they held
cffice  they  were mot allowed to
exercise the same discretionary powers
as~  the Sub-Inspectors  whem  they
have taunght their duties. I Lnow

several men who can very well be en-
trusted with the discretion of granting
bail. Why should a person be kept in
custody for one week before the visit-
ing Magistrate enters’ the district?
Why should the matter bz referred to
the County Inspector who may be
miles away? Tt does not require one
t5 be a specialised Officer to know that
if a person is arrested and tenders “B”
as surety, “B" must be thc owner of a
property. A Sergeant-Major can, if
egiven the facility look at the title deed
of the surety, see the manner of ex-
pression on his face. He is quite com-
petent to say whether the amount of
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bail should be $100 or
should he not be allowed that discre-
tion? I know of no indictable case
where it is permitted, and in some
cases it is very often refused, except
for very minor offences. It is no good
saying it is the discharge of a respon-
gible duty. It is only a tradition of the
Service and I would like to see it re-
moved.

$250. Why

I am under the impression that the
present Commissioner of Dolice when
he was Detective Superintendent held
hat view himself and if in any case a
County Sergeant-Major is in any doubt
ot is not quite sure of his ground he
can telephone the Superintendent in
charge of the district and ask his ad-
vice. I do ask that the practice I have
referred to be stopped. It amounts to
the illegal imprisonment of a person
wlho is qualified to furnish bail and is
entitled to bail. I hope not to have the
necessity of calling attention to this
matter again. There is no reason for
ite continuance, and you are making
these men thoroughly dissatisfied when
you try to withhold from ihem the ex-
ercise of authority which is eiven 1o
men in similar positions in England.
Trey feel it but are unabfe to express
their disagreement. They like it to be
thought that they can be invested with
power of that kind. In some cases it
would be a greater satisfaction than an
increase of salary.

Trr CHAIRMAN: No point of detail
has been raised on which to call upon
ithe Commissioner to reply. I have
listened to what has been gaid by the
three hon. Members with great atten-
tion, great interest and considerable
sympathy, particularly to what has been
gaid by the hon. Member for New Am-
sterdam and the hon. Member for
North-Westeru District. and T hope T
shall have an opportunity to do what I
can in the direction they would like to
gee the Force built up. I did not en-
tirely follow what was said by the hon.
Member for Berbice River, but I think
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I heard him say that we should try and
get better ‘people as is being done in
Trinidad. I would like to say that I
have a little knowledge of the Police
Force throughout the British West In-
dies, and I am quite certain that this
Force yields to none and is probably
the best of them.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I think Your Excel-
lency misunderstood what I said. 1

know myself of the Force in Trini-
dad, and I know that men from
here have gone there and got big

positions because they were head and
shoulders above those there. But I
saw in the papers that they in Trinidad
are welcoming men of University
standard and men of Secondary Schooi
attainments and are offering them high
remuneration. I was only asking
Government. that that be done here. I
know that hoys of the Senior Joint
Board standard will not join the Police
IForce under the present system at all.
$24 a month will not attract them, and
I am asking Government to follow
Trinidad in this respect, not because
Trinidad is superior but because they
have made a step in a direction which I
think should be followed.

Head passed as amended.

Toon.

My, C. V. WWIGHT: T have raised it in
several places other than here and I
have mentioned it in a couple of letters
that I really do think some better pro-
vision should be made with regard to
the Alms House. I think the whole set
up should be changed. In other
words we should not have an Alms
House but have a Poor House working
on the same principle as abroad. Omce
I raised this point and some kind
gentleman in some paper (I call it a
“rag”) thought I was advocating the
abolition of the Alms House and advo-
cating the abolition of a refuge for the
Pcor. That can be treated with the
contempt which it deserves, But I do
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censider that to have the Alms House
gituated as it is, is an anachronism.
The more modern tendency is the plac-
ing of those incapable in an Infirmary
as an adjunct to a hospital or other-
wise and extending the principle of
Workhouses. I think myself that will
meet the case much better and, per-
haps, afford better provision for the
Pcor of the Colony.

Mr. JACOB: For record purposes I
would like to refer to items 12, 13, 14
and 15 under “Out-Door Poor.” I no-
tice that the provision for 1943 is the
same as that for 1942 and practically
the same as that for 1941. Your Ex-
cellency, I was a member of that Com-
mittee that went into the question of
Old Age Pensions and made recommen-
dations. That Committee was supplied
with figures in regard to the allowances
given to the Poor in Georgetown and
the country districts. Looking back
through those figures I find that the
allowances for the Poor in Georgetown
were from 24 cents to $1.44 per week.
That was in 1940. In the country- dis-
tricts the monthly allowances were from
36 cents to $5. I do not know how many
people get $5 but I know that a large
number of people get from 36 cents to
96 cents per month. The list is a long
one and the amounts per individual are
36¢., 4&c., 60c., 64c., 72c., 84c., $1.00,
$1.20, $1.28, $1.32 and so on up to $5.

The estimate here does not provide
for anything additional to the last two
years’ allowances, and I am wondering
whether there is not some mistake. It
is true a supplementary provision did
go through for last year, but I think it
had nothing to do with the allowances.
I understand that no one in the country
districts will receive less than $1 per
month. I think $1.50 is being paid
now. I think the amount here is very
inadequate and there 1is some error
somewhere. I just draw Government’s
attention to that aspect of the matter
a0 as to let it be placed on record that
the people in Georgetown are only
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getting 24 cents per week and those in
the country districts 36 cents per
month, and yet we have been told here
that provision is already made when
certain hon. Members, who spoke on
Old Age Pensions, asked for an indefin-
ite postponement of that motion. Look-
ing back through those figures over a
period of years the more [ see that un-
less attention is given to the poor
some of the rich will certainly get poor
very shortly,

Mr. ELEAZAR: I rise to support
what the hon. Member said. I have
given very earnest attention to this
matter for a considerable, time. I
know all about these allowances of 24
and 36 cents, and I know that in these
days such amounts ecan carry nobody
anywhere. I have tried to the best of
my ability to see how the problem can
be solved and I have failed. I am not
going to blame Government where T c¢an
make no suggestion, but I think the
motion arcepted in princivie yesterday,
if .expedited by Government, would help
to solve the problem to some extent. It
ic a pity that we have to think of giv-
ing persons 72 cents to kecp them for
a month, but it means a lot to thess
poor people. See how they clamour
for it and the joy they exhibit when
they receive it, but that is no reason
why we should confine them to that if
we can do better. I cannct make any
suggestion except by way of this Old
Age DPensions scheme. Some hon.
Members are «f the opinion that Gov-
ernment will never bring forward the
Bill for the balance of my natural life,
which I do not consider to be very

long. I know of instances where
Government has accepted motions in
principle, as was dons yesterday,

and they have not been Dbrought back
yet. The hon. Member who moved the
motion is afraid that he will never seec

that Bill, and this morning when he
returned to the Council Chamber he
said the same thing to me. I hope

Your Excellency will assist me in giv-
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ing him the lie. Let him see during
Your Excellency's regime here that it
does come up in a practical shape.

My, McDAVID (Colonial Treasurer) :
I am sorry I cannot answer the question
of the hon. Member for North-Western
District (Mr.' Jacob) as to the ade-
quacy of the amounts. These estimates
were framed by the Department con-
cerned, the Poor Law Commissioners,
and 1 take it they have mace that pro-
vicion. On the other hand if the pro-
vision is inadequate they would have
to come back to the Council for a sup-
plementary provision. I would ask
tle permission of the Council to deal
with items 13, 14 and 15 as one and
to have the total vote for the Out-
Dc¢or Poor in one lump sum, although
the details will be shown as an- inset.
It will allow greater freedom in sub-
dividing these amounts accordingly. It
is important to divide precisely the
amounts for Georgetown, Essequebo
and Berbice and to have them shown,
but I prefer, if the Counzil agrees.
there should be one Head “Out-Door
Poor” with the total lump sum and
that the sub-division should be inset.
It will make no alteration in the total
vote.

Mr. JACOB: In arriving at the total
figure of $98,900 I would much prefer
that it be divided into the several dis-
tricts rather than to have one lump
sum given. I think it is a little retro-
gressive not to have the amounts for
Demerara, Essequebo and Berbice
separately. You must get the figures
frcm the several districts to arrive at
the lump sum. I am wholly opposed
to that suggestion. Sufficient reason
has not bcen given in support of it.

Mr, McDAVID: I thought I had
made myself clear. What I said was
that there will be the several sub-
divisions but you will not carry the
amounts as separate votes. They will
be shown separately as an inset, but
the veté will be shown as a lump_sum.
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Mr. JACOB: It looks like a dis-
tinction without a difference. You
remove the amounts from one column
«nd put them outside and then ulti-
mately remove them.

Mr. McDAVID: There is a differ-
ence. It is this. If the amount pro-
vided for Berbice is found to be short
there is a saving in the amount pro-
vided for Demerara, Government will
have the power to make up the de-
ficiency from there, without coming
back to the Council. You will make
cne County pay for another.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I was waiting
for the hon. Colonial Treasurer to say

that. I am not an Accountant but I
know something about floating bal-
ances. It means that if Berbice over-

draws a little, either Essequebo or
Demerara will suffer and vice versa.
There will be greater scope in the
manipulation of the vote. I use this
expression in no derogatory sense.
We allow too much freednm of action
—to traverse from the Berbice Coast
down to the Essequebo Coast. I think
that, perhaps, nothing better can be
done than to leave the items just as
they stand on the Estimates.

Mr. McDAVID: I am surprised at
the sensitiveness of hon. Members in
respect of the money provided for the
vote. Under the Head “Magistrates”
all the votes are Ilumped for the
travelling expenses in respect of the
districts. They are not itemised.

Mr. C. V. Wight: To a point of in-

formation! If you anticipate that
any particular vote fo: one par-
ticular area will be inadequate and

there will be a lapsing vote in another
area, then I prefer the vote to lapse in
the one area and a Supplementary
vote given for the other area.

Mr. McDAVID: I am not pressing
the point. If hon. Members pref}e}'
Government to come back for a supply,



359  FEstimates, 1943
mentary vote on each Head. I antici-
pate we may find what I am afraid of—
that the vote has been overdrawn and
the money is not there. I am just try-
ing to anticipate the wsual informa-
tive reply of Government Depart-
ments.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I would like to see
“Berbice” on these Estimates because
I know that we provide 49 per cent. of
the taxes and get 15 per cent. spent
there. What is worse, some time ago
when Berbice was specially mentioned
for a grant for sanitary purposes in
New Amsterdam the name “New Am.
sterdam” was removed and a lump sum
was given. We were told to ask the
Director of Medical Services for the
amount and last year because we ob-
iected to the money being spent in the
way it was being done without any
reference to us, we did mnot get any
more. It was money put down for
New Amsterdam but the name New
Amsterdam was deleted and a lump
sum for Berbice provided, fand even-
tvally we lost it altogether. Let
“Berbice” remain,

Tur CHAIRMAN: The Treasurer
-does not want to press his motion!

Head agreed to.

Post OFrICE.

Mr, McDAVID: These estimates for
the Post Office were very thoroughly
discussed in Finance Committee. Some
small additions were made totalling
$486.

Mr. ELEAZAR: Under this Head [
have not much to complain about in
respect of the internal working but
much about the treatment the people
get from Government economy. When
Government is going to economize it
is always at the expense of the tax-
payer. e pays the piper, but Govern-
ment calls the tune. Fancy a Post
Offirn closes in a country like this at 4

o’uwock in the afternoon, so that if a
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man dies at Eversham after that hour
his friend in Georgetown cannot pos-
sibly know about it that same day be-
cause the Post Office closes at 4 o’clock.
Why should it be necessary to close at
4 o’clock in<the afternoon because the
Telegraph Operator is going to ask
for overtime to work until 5.30, which
will amount to 12 or 16 cents? Rather
than give that small amount for over-
time you say to him “Close down at 4
o’clock and go home.” You have put
the public at an inconvenience in not
being able to send a telegram one
minute after 4 o’clock in the afternoon
or even to get a penny stamp.

Tar CITAIRMAN : I do mnot think
that matter comes under Head XXZX.
The hon. Member is talking about
telephones and telegrams.

Mr. MeDAVID: Those remarks can
better come under the next Head—
Post Office—Telecommunicdtions and
Electrical Inspectors’ Branch.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am calling a
spade a spade. This Head is Post
Office. The Iostmaster General gov-

erns the whole thing. If that is so,
it is the Post Office Department we
are dealing with. DBecause the De-
partment cannot pay an Operator 16
cents for the extra hour to send tele-
grams after 4 o’clock in the afternoon
the whole community must be placed
at a disadvantage. Is that economy?
That is parsimony with a vengeance.
Mere innovation is not a requirement.
1t is a monstrous thing that the whole
Colony must be inconvenienced so as to
make a vote look a little smaller You
strain at a gnat and swallow a whole
camel. You save a penny and spend a
pound. That is Government’s policy at
the expense of the unfortunate tax-

payer.

Mr, JACOB: I propose to raise a
matter that I have raised year in and
year out. While there has been a’little
improvement in one direction it is
not sufficient. 1 refer to the deliv-
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ery of letters. I was at pains here
last year to point out that it
would be far more satisfactory for the
Postal Authorities to deliver letters
rather than to send them to one, or two,
or three parties before the letters
actually reach the addressees. Tam glad
to say that so far as Pln. Diamond is
concerned an attempt, a kind of half-
hearted attempt, is being made to de-
liver letters direct to the parties con-
cerned. I have been viewing matters
in this Colony very closely and, I am
sorry to say, whenever any improve-
ment is to take place, anything new is
to be started the worst poessible place
is selected. By all means test it out at
Pln. Diamond, but why not at Plns.
Cane Grove, Albion, Anna Regina as
well? T would like Your Excellency to
look into this matter, if vou can spare
the time. At Pln. Cane Grove there is
a dam dividing Cane Grovs from Vir-
ginia Village. Letters are delivered
direct to the people at Virginia, Dbut
when letters go to persons residing on
the estate they are sent to the Mana-
ger’s House and then to another place
and probably another place then to a
driver and then to the addressees. The
Poustal Service is a very necessary ser-
vice. A man writes letters and wants
them delivered. He expects replies, but
the policy here has been to restrict,
and discourage attendance at schools so
as to keep the people ignorant, unlet-
tered and illiterate. People are sent to
live in certain places—fer instance
Hague Back which has 500 people resi-
dent there—with neither a Post-Box
nor a decent roacd and their letters have
to remain at the Post Office for days to
be called for. I think that some more
expeditious method should be adopted
at once. I have talked about this thing
year out and year in. No doubt it is
because the Member for North-West-
ern - District has spoken about
it that' nothing must be done. It
is definite nonsense and blowing of
hot air to suggest that posted letters
should be delivered to the addressees
and not to other parties. Let us take
Pln, Ogle and Goedverwagting. The
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Sparendaam Post Office. is six miles
from Georgetown. A letter posted to a
resident of Plaisance is delivered the
same day from that Post Office. If the
letter ix addressed to a resident of Ogle
Front or Goedverwagting Pasture it is
sent about two miles away to the estate.

The hon. Mr, Austin has opposed this
principle of mine on several occasions
in this Council, but I am sare that his
letters go to him. Why should persons
whether resident in town or country
rot have the same facility? Why
restrict the liberty of some people? I
have heard Members of ine Executive
Council object in this Council to ordin-
ary simple methods being carried out.
When is a stop going to be put to this
kind of business—letters and other
things being definitely and deliberately
delayed? Don’t we want to educate the
people? Last year I was told by the
acting Colonial Secretary that at the
Anna Regina Post only one letter was
received over a period of weeks for one
individual. That is all the more reason
why the delivery can be done by the
Tost Ofiice to the addressees. T speak
gstrongly on this matter. I do hope I
shall not have the necessity to repeat
this on another occasion.

Mr. AUSTIN: I heard my name
mentioned just as I was coming in.

Tur CHAIRMAN: Your name was
mentioned, but it was quite out of
order though I did mot draw attention
1o it at the moment.

Mr. AUSTIN: This question has
been raised in this Council for several
vears. It came up when Sir Geoffry
Northcote was here and he said he had
lived in a village in Devonshire and had
to send 9 to 15 miles away to collect
his letters, and there was no hardship
so far as he knew, and also other people
in the outlying districts in the United
Kingdom could not get their letters and
papers once a day. The hon. Member
said the letters are sent to the Mana-
gers’ houses. The letters are sent to
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the offices of the Estates, 1 would not
say by the wish of the peopie who post-
ed them, but certainly it is preferable
that they should be distributed through
the Estate Office rather than delivered
personally as there are so many Fast
Indians with the same name that it is
possible for delivery to be made to the
wrong person. If you take a census of
the East Indians resident on sugar es-
tates you will find that miost of them
prefer their letters to be delivered in
the way it is being done now than
otherwise, which may mean they will
never get them.

“As regards the question about Ogle
mentioned by the hon, Member, the
individual lives about four miles from
the Manager’'s house where there is a
little settlement and expects the Post-
man to go there from the Post Office at
Sparendaam or a messenger from the
estate to go to his house and deliver
his letters.. He sells milk. That is
what these individuals living on the
outlying lands in other places desire,
iust to ascertain and pick up knowledge
so as to create trouble which will in-
fluence the willing people on the estate
who wish to carry on their ordinary
work. If the hon. Member would only
think of what he is saying it would be
better for him and all concerned. Dur-
ing this Session he has been so often
inaccurate that I cannot really under-
stand why he desires to continue with
his inaccuracies. I am wondering—

Mr, JACOB: To a point of order! Is
the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Aus-
tin, privileged to say that I make in-
accurate statements withiout stating
the exact portions of the statements
which are inaccurate?

Mr. AUSTIN: I say he has made in-
accurate statements here and when they
are denied he just laughs. He does not
mind. I think that people are begin-
ning to see through it.

Mr, JACOB: T should like to reply to
that by saying that the statement 1
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made about Goedverwagting is that
letters addressed to an individual resi-
dent there should be delivered  direct
from the Post Office to that individual.
I made no suggestion that the letter is
handed to one person for another. That
is what my hon. friend tried to convey
to this Council. I am complaining
against the method that is going on. My
suggestion is that the addressee should
receive his letters direct from the
Postal agent or letter-carrier or Post-
master of the district and not sent
through one or two or three parties
kefore they actually get to the addres-
see. I think my hon, friend confuses
the whole issue.

Mr, ELEAZAR: 1 cannot sit down
and be a party to this kind of thing
being propounded, and that is why I
have got up. Is the hon. Member tell-
ing this Government that the Post Of-
fice must take upon itself to find a let-
ter-carrier to serve 600 people living in
a district with a house to house deliv-
ery when in an East Indian commun-
ity you have twenty of them with ths
sanie name? Is it not better for the
letters to go to the Estate Office where
the people are known and they can be
sent for ? The hon, Member knows
that. He was an apparently intelligent
bey in the same village with me. He
knows that we all had to go to the Post
Office for our letters. As time went
on things improved and we have now a
district letter-carrier who goes to the
different homes, knows the people and
delivers the letters. The hon. Member *
is now saying that a man living seven
miles from the public road must have
his letters delivered to him by the let.-
ter carrier. The estate gets no benefit
from doing what it does. Take Pln.
Nonpareil. They send a man on mule
back to the Post Office at Buxton for the
letters and he takes them to the Estate
Office, and the people themselves go there

and call for their letters. My hon.
friend knows that. I cannot under.
stand his proposition at all. The thing

is a physical impossibility. When .the
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men know a letter is coming from a
lawyer they hide, and if you don’t get
the Manager to call them for it they
will not go for it. If at ali a man sus-
pects receiving such a letter he will
not go for it.

Mr. JACKSON: TIam going to make
a very reasonable request for better
postal facilities on the West Coast
Demerara. I raised this questien some
time ago in this Council and a half-
hearted attempt was made to ascertain
the number of persons requiring early
postage. But that was the end of it.
It is impossible to get a ietter posted
on the West Coast Demerara in the
morning, delivered in Georgetown be-
fore 4 o’clock in the afternoon. A let-
ter coming from New Amsterdam,
posted there in the morning, will not
only reach Georgetown on the same day
but will be delivered on the West Coast
Demerara, on the same day. T live
seven miles from Georgetown and if I
post a letter in the morning it is not
taken by that morning train, although
the train passes early enough to tak2
it. That letter reaches Georgetown by
the 1.830 p.m. ferry boat if the train
catches that boat, otherwise it never
gets into Georgetown unftil about 2.30
p.m. and not delivered until the next
day. Tt will entail, perhaps, the ap-
pointment of an additional man in the
train to receive letters from the Post
Offices in the morning, and I do not
think it is an unreasonable request that
- that man should be appointed so that
letters delivered at the Post Office dur-
ing the early morning on the West
Coast, Demerara, can arrive in George-
town by that early train to Vreed-en-
Hoop.

Seldom do I make any request in this
Council and I do not attempt at any
time to speak for the matter of speak-
ing. I am speaking because I desire
to have a real grievance removed. I
think if the question is gonz into it wili
be sseen very clearly that with very lit-
tle expense it can be righted. The first
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train in the morning coniects with the
8.45 boat, and I think it iz reasonable
enough to expect that letters lodged in
the Post Office during the previous
evening or early in the morning should
get to Georgetown by that train and
boat. I may mention that when I
brought the matter to the notice of the
Council a year or two ago we were told
that no special notice was given to the
various Post Offices that letters should
be taken to the train. Even the Police
did not know, and when I found that
the Police had received =m0 intimation
I spoke to them about it and they took
advantage of the early morning train.
But that was done only for a month,
and the letters were considered not to
be sufficient to warrant the employ-
ment of an officer, so the matter
dropped. I am asking Your Excellency
to go into the matter and arrange, if
possible, that letters posted in the even-
ing cr the early morning on the West
Coast reach Georgetown early.

Mr. G. F. SHARP (Postmaster-Gen-
eral): I thank His Excellency the
President and the Members of Counecil
for admitting me to their debates for
the first time at the round iable. I think
it is more satisfactory to all of us now -
that the Colonial Secretary no longer
stands between me and my critics.

I wish to deal first of all with the
remarks of the hon. Member for Berbice
River (Mr. Eleazar). He seems to be
the only public man in this country who
wants telegraph offices to be open
after 4 p.m. He is aware, I am sure,
that formerly the District Post Office
staffs were on duty from 6.30 a.m. until
6 and 7 o’clock at night, and it was the
former Postmaster-Generai whe made
the change, not because he wanted to
rob the hon. Member of an opportunity
to buy stamps or to send a telegram
after 4 p.m., but he did it in response
to a unanimous request from the
staff. They felt that after a day’s
work starting between 6 and 7 in the
morning, they were entitled to close the
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offices at 4 pan.  As a matter of fact
they do not get away at 4 o'clock be-
cause any telegram handed in by 4
p.a. has to be transmitted that same
day. We have very few trunk tele-
graph lines, and if one office is on a
line, other offices have to wait. The
consequence is that the Central Tele-
graph Office never closes before 4.30
p.m., and sometimes even at 5.15 p.m.
and later. So actually the men at dis-
trict offices are kept on duty until 4.30
pa. or 5 o’clock. Even if we did pay
for overtime, the men have done a good
day’s work by 5 o'clock, and I should
strongly resist any extension of hours
in. the absence of a strong and justifi-
able public demand, of the existence of
whieh T am not at all convinced.

The hon. Member for North-Western
District (Mr. Jacob) has written not
cnly to me but to the Colonial Secre-
tary and the Governor on the subject
of postal deliveries on sngar estates,
but if he would permit me to say so
with the utmost friendliness, he seems
impervious to argument and to facts.
When I first came to British Guiana
in 1939 I started off by being entirely
in agreement with the hon. Member
that in theory at least it would
be an excellent thing to deliver a
letter, in accordance with postal prac-
tice, at the house or into the hand of
the person to whom it was addressed,
but I had not been very long in the
Colony before I found that this was
absclutely impracticable. It is not
only a question of money, although I
am satisfied we would have to doubl2
the number of rural letter-carriers.
There are already very few opportuni-
ties for promotion for letter-carriers,
so that the avenues for promotion
would be proportionately less and less.
The practical difficulty is that the East
Indian has a nomenclature entirely of
his own. For example, if a boy is born
on a Monday he is given a particular
kind of name, and many have several
names,
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We had an cpportunity of testing
out the hon. Member’s theory at
Pln, Diamond, East Bank, Demerara.
Having been warned by my experts,. I
selected and transferred o most able
Kast Indian letter-carrier 1o Grove Post
Office and told him he had a chance to
show what he could do. He tried it for
three weeks and threw up his hands in
despair. I had to put a special notice
in the Gazette explaining how letters
to the three residential areas at Pln.
Diamond should be addressed but the
rural letier-cavrier have a  difficult
job trying to find the actual addresses.
I am told that on most of the sugar
estates the houses are not numbered,
and that the ranges are not named or
lettered; but they are at Diamond which
makes the task of delivery easier. On
other sugar estates it is absolutely im-
possible for the letter-carrier to be sure
that he has delivered a !letter to the
person for whom it was intended. Last
year I received 1,154 enquiries about
missing inland postal orders. I would
iave 11,500 if the hon. Member’s sug-
vgestion were adopted. I am convinced
that if the bulk of the addressees were
not satisfied with the present system,
I should have heard from them. I have
only heard from the hon. Member and
one or two secretaries of organizations,
and I am not aware that chere are any
sugar estates in the North-West Dis-
trict. . Therefore I am  absolutely
against any immediate general exten-
sion of the present system: but if there
is any particular estate where (as in
the case of the one near Xitty), the
houses are numbered and the streets
named, the letters could then be given
to the rural letter-carrier for delivery;
but do not let us agree to some general
principle which is not immediately
practicable.

As regards posting box facilities,
whenever I have received, during my
four years in the Colony. any vequest
for posting box facilities, I send it to
the District Postmaster concerned and
get the full facts of the case—how
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many people are affected and whether
there is a licensed stamp vendor near-
by. If it is justified I ask Government
for a few more dollars, and one of my
officers makes a posting box which costs
me $10. If the hon. Member or any
other hon. Member has a case and can
show that his own constituency is be-
ing neglected in the matter of posting
boxes, I would be delighted to hear
about it, and if practicable I would take
appropriate action. I resent any sug-
gestion that the bulk of the people in
this country are ill-served by the Postal
Department. I think they are getting
a very excellent service for the price
they pay.

As regards an early morning mail on
the West Coast Demerara railway, the
lLon. Mr. Jackson visited me in my
office and convinced me with his argu-
ments or his charm, and I fell for his
proposals against the advice of my local

officers. I regret to have to admit that
I was wrong, and my experts were
right. The number of letters involved

was very small and the early morning
mail from W.C. Demerara cffices served
very little purpose, for the reason
that the City letter-carriers go out at
7.30 in the morning and the West Coast
train does not reach Vreed-en-Hoop
until 9.15 a.m. so that in any case those
letters are not delivered until 3 or 4
o'clock in the afternoon. We deliber-
ately keep the postmen back until 3.15
p.m. so that even if the afternoon
train does not come in promptly at
2 o’clock, those letters are still deliv-
ered the same afternoon. Except for
Georgetown residents, who rent private
letter boxes, a morning service from
W.C. Demerara offices would not
serve much wuseful purnose. Again,
it would cost a lot of money,
because the Transport Department will
not agree to accept the custody
of and responsibility for mails;
therefore I would have to put my own
Postal Clerk on board the train and
arrange for his sleeping accommodation
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at Parika. My Department wants
more money very badly, but I feel 1 can
spend it much better than in the direc-
tion in which the hon. Member sug-
gests. If at any time the postal deliv-
eries in Georgetown are increased from
two to three a day, the hon. Member
would have a very strong case for mail
arriving by the early morning train
being delivered in Georgetown early the
same day.

The hon. Member for North-Western
District dealt with the case of postal
deliveries at Bush Lot, Anna Regina,
which is for him a particularly bad
case.  On enquiry, 1 found that at Bush
Lot there are no shops and no school,
and the people have to go to Anna
Regina to shop and to attend school.
They call at the Post Office, Anna
Regina, for their letters. Actually, the
responsible people at Bush Lot are quite
happy with the present state of af-
fairs, and I think the hon. Member is
asking for something for which they
have never asked,

Mr. JACOB: I would tike to have
an explanation. I have an idea that
East Indians with all those names live
in the villages too, and I wonder how
letters are delivered to them. For in-
stance there is a large Indian popula-
tion at Triumph, Buxton, and Bet-
erverwagting. I should like to know
if letters for those villages are not de-
livered direct to the addressees. If the
idea ix that it is impossible, of course
it will remain impossible in the present
I am told that no re-.
quest has been made to the Postmaster-
General. I think I understood the Post-
master-General to say that. If he
wants requests he will certainly get
those requests. I am sure about that.
I understood him to say, too, that for
three weeks an experiment was tried at
Diamond but the whole scheme col-
lapsed. I would like to know if the
people at Diamond—there are between
5,000 and 6,000 East Indians there—
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were told about the change. Apart from
seeing something in one of the news-
papers I knew nothing about it.

It is most difficult to get unlettered
people to understand anything within
three weeks, so that if the scheme has
collapsed and will not be pursued I must
pldace the responsibility somewhere. I
feel that a different approach must be
made to these matters. It is definitely
unfair to say that because the scheme
will not work in a certain piace it must
not be tried out elsewheie. What I
have suggested is working well in the
villages. Why can’t it work well on
sugar plantations ? If a census were
taken it would be seen that there are
more East Indians in certain villages
than on certain plantations on the East
Coast of Demerara. There is a definite
disinclination to facilitate education
amongst those people.

Mr. ELEAZAR: 1 do not think it
should puzzle my friend to know why a
system can be applied at Buxton but
cannot be applied at Fellewship. The
simple reason is that the letter-carrier
is there and he knows the people, but
if he has to go to Nonpareil to find 20
Baboolalls, where is he going to find
them? He does not . know them. If
they choose to live in the bush they
must take what they can get there.

With regard to the representation of
the Post Office Workers’ Union that
their hours of work are too long and
that the whole communitv should suf-
fer because of that, I submit that is no
argument at all; it is mere rhetoric. I
must compliment the Postmaster-Gen-
eral on his rhetorical powers but his
arguments are not convincing. My con-
tention is that if the recason assigned is
that the Post Office workers complain
that their hours of work are too long
then other arrangements should be
made to relieve them instead of penaliz-
ing the public.
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Mr. SHARP: I may explain that
before the representations of the staff
were submitted to Government a census
was taken of the telegraph traflic, and
it was found that there was very little
use of the telegraph service after 4
2’clock that could not be covered by
use of the trunk telephone lines. I
would not cut New Amsterdam off from
Georgetown at 4 p.m., bur we have a
telephone service. I do not think in
actual practice there is ar\ly‘ real wide
demand for telegraphic service after 4
p.m,

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: Having
heard the explanation given by the
Postmaster-General that there is no
demand for telegraphic service after 4
p.m. I think I am in a position to
challenge that statement go far as the
Post Office on the West Coast of Ber-
bice is concerned. I have often got the
Fostmaster on the telephoze long after
4 o’clock and found him still operating
the telegraph line every day of *he
week. I would ask the Postmaster-Gen-
eral to enquire whether that is not so.

Mr. SHARP: That is correct.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: The Post-
master-General has made out the im-
practicability of delivering letters to the
cddressees on the sugar estates because
tkere happen to be so many names alike.
May I enquire what is the ‘method
adopted by the sugar estaies to deliver
those letters ? Can't the same method
be adopted by the Post Office ? If that
is impossible the sugar estate messen-
ger could deliver the letters. I think
that is the weakest argument which has
ever been put up by the Head of a De-
partment for not carrying out a duty
ithat should be done by his Department.

PoST OFFICE—SAVINGS BANK.

Mr, JACOB: May I enquire how the
Savings Bank acknowledgments are de-
livered to depositors, and what happens
when they are unclaimed?
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Mr, SHARP: We do aot send ac-
knowledgments for deposits under $50,
because the person who deposits money
already has an acknowledgment in his
pass-book. . For deposits.above $50 we
do send acknowledgments to the de.
positors.

Mr. JACOB: I wonder if the Post-
master-General will tell the Council how
many East Indian depositors there are
in the Savings Bank; whether there are
any difficulties in receiving deposits from
them, and if so, what are those diffi-
cuities?

Mr, SHARP: There is not so much
difficulty in receiving money from liast
Indians, although we have had to ap-
point two interpreters at the G.P.O. to
assist illiterates and semi-literates, but
there is very considerable  diffi-
culty in paying money to East In-
dian depositors and making sure it is
the right person who is applying for
and receiving the money. Fortunately
we have thumb print impressions which
T wish were universal. There seems
to be a feeling that there is some loss
of social status when you identify your-
self by means of a thumb print, and I
was happy to see that in America it is
perfectly legal and acceptable for
military draft purposes, because it does
stop a lot of argument, inconvenience
and delay in paying money. The ordin.
ary counter clerk can easily verify
whether the thumb prints correspond.

Mr, JACOB: Will the Postmaster-
General tell us what percentage of the
depositors are unable to write their
names, and what percentage have to
make their thumb prints?

Mr. De AGUIAR: May I ask if the
Council has remched the stage when
questions can be asked in the manner
being pursued by the hon. Member? I
think it is really getting beyond a
joke. I am sorry I have had to use
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that term, but I have been sitting here
waiting patiently for a long time and
the hon. Member persists in rising
ecvery minute and asking questions in
the form he has put them. The hon.
Member must know that questions of
the nature he is putting to the Post-
master-General should be put in another
way, and I am going to ask Your Ex-
cellency to put the question. I move
that the question be now put.

THE CHAIRMAN :
HEAD XXXII.

I therefore put

Agreed "to,

PRISONS.

Item 1 (d)—Chief Prizon Officer,
New Amsterdam, (3936 to $1,176 by
3$48), $1,176.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am not asking for
the deletion of this item, and I am not
asking for an increase, but I wish to
bring to the notice of Your KExcellency
and the Council a few facts which may
influence Government to do what I pro-
pose to ask. Your Excellency must
have observed in New Amsterdam dur-
ing the Grow-More-Food Campaign
that at the Prison Farm there are
about 26 acres under cuitivation. The
Chief Prison Officer is not an agricul-
turist but simply a Prison Warder
who, athough not drawing his maxi-
mum salary, has been doing exceedingly
good work. Where he has failed I am
inclined to think he has Leen wrongly
advised by somebody. He has main-
tained the farm in an exceilent manner,
and prison labour is not willing labour.
A man who can get so much out of
prison labour is certainly above the
average. I understand that Govern-
ment proposes to establish a piggery
and I am asking Government to see its
way to give this officer 3ome recogni-
tion by giving him his maximum salary
at once. The Chief Prison Officer in
Georgetown is getting the same salary
Lut he isonly a clerk and he has the Su-
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perintendent and Assistant Superintend-
ent of Prisons above him. The officer
izt New Amsterdam carries the whole
responsibility of the Prison, and in
addition 1is agricultural instructor, ad-
visex and superintendent, and is now to
be a veterinary surgeon.

In connection with the New Amster-
dam Prison I have discovered that the
cfficer next to the Chief Prison Officer,
who is also in the Farm, happens to b2
the senior of the 2nd-class  Warders.
When it was proposed to appoint a 1st-
class Warder he was overlnoked and a
man very much his junior was appoint-
cd above him. That is an anomaly and
I am asking Your Excellency to enquire
into it.

Mr. WOOD: The hon. Member madsz
a slight inaccuracy when he said that
the Georgetown Prison had a Superin-
tendent and an Assistant Superintend-
ent. The Assistant Superintendent is in
charge of the Prison at Mazaruni and
is not stationed in Georgetown at

present.

THE COL. SECRETARY : I should
like to answer a question raised by the
hon. Member for Essequebo River (Mr.
Lee) in Finance Committee with re.
gard to passes for prisoners on dis.
charge. I have made enquiries and the
Superintendent of Prisons informs me
that every prisoner gets a ticket to
travel by train, steamer or by bus on
discharge from the Prison, which takes
him as near as possible to his home;
certainly to the districi in which he
lives.

Mr. JACOB: I think the hon. Mem.
ber referred to certain prisoners only.
Do I understand the Col. Secretary to
say that all prisoners are given passes?

THE COL. SECRETARY : That is
what I am informed by the Superin-
tendent,
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PuBLIC DEBT.

Mr. JACOB: I would like to say that
I am very jealous of my privileges here.
This morning Your Excellency was at
pains to refer to your method of pro-

cedure. I, too, would like to be very
exact here in whatI do and to be
strictly correct. While the Savings

Bank estimates were being.gone into I
got up and raised two points. One
hon. Member got up and said that I
was abusing my position nhere, and ask-
ed that the question be put. Your
Excellency ruled and put the question.
I would refer Your Excellency to one or
two items under Miscellaneous on which
Members spoke on several occasions.
Under the head Your Excellency ruled
just now I only spoke on two occasions
and I think in Committee a Member is
permitted to speak on probably four
cccasions. I would like Your Excel-
lency to please note that, sir.

Under this head on November 5,
1935, at page T2 of Hansard, I asked
this .question :—

“Does Government intend to approach
the Secretary of State for the Colonies
with a view to converting all Loans bear-
ing interest above 3 per cent. per annum
with the object of reducing the interest
paid to a figure not exceeding 3 per cent.
especially as the two Banks operating
here (the Royal Bank of Canada and
Barclays Bank (D. C. & 0.) have reduced
their savings bank interest to 134 per
cent.?”

The reply was given on the 20th Nov.,
1935, at page 420 of Hansard, that

“Government has no such intention at
the present time.”

I refer to that because my unfortunate
experience has been in most cases that
whenever I raise a question I am told
that the answer is in the negative, but
a little later something is done. I do not
know whether the idea is to discourage
Members from raising issues or from
rointing out things that may be wrong,
but I am glad to see that the sydtem has
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been continued, and the {reasurer has
said that immediately he assumed office
cne of his first jobs was to sce that loans
which were redeemable were redeemed
promptly, with the result that this year
we have a decrease of $90,768 in inter-
esl being paid under this head. There
is a surplus balance in the Colony and I
think a suggestion has been made that
we should invest that money. I know it
has not been definitely decided, but I
want to suggest that any loan which
can be redeemed should be redeemed,
and no money should be put on the re-
serve fund at the moment. It would be
far better to pay off our debts than to
invest money. I do not think it is the
best principle for a debtor to invest
money while he owes debt.

I am not going to refer to the in-
terest which is unnecessarily paid .to
the Banks, but I hope that when my
questions are answered Gevernment
will immediately decide not to borrow
money when there is a surplus. The
Public Debt charges of the Colony have
been responsibe in a large measure for
‘the chaotic state of its finances up to
a few years ago. 'This year we have
to pay $1,026,411 in interest and sink-
ing fund, yet we are continuing to
borrow money. When practical sug-
gestions are made they are either re-
jected or those Members making them
are definitely discouraged. I feel
that I am definitely discouraged in
pursuing my policy here in bringing
matters of great importance to the
rotice of Government. I may be wrong
but that is how I feel.

Mr. McDAVIDB: I have only one re-
mark to make. I did wnot say that
gince I became Colonial Treasurer 1
started putting into effect the conver-
sion of public loans. Conversion of
loans, as Members should know, had
been going on for many vears before
I became Colonial Treasurer. What I
said was that that was one of the first
duties I had taken under my purview.
Il was going on in the time when my
late chief was Colonial Treasurer.

10 Decemeer, 1949.
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Obviously, any Colonial Treasurer
would not be worth his sult if he did
not wateh for any opportunity to con-
vert loans to a lower rate of interest.

When the hon. Member makes the
viague suggestion that we should use
our surplus funds to pay off debts he
only indicates that he has not the
slightest knowledge of what he is talk-

ing about. He should know that pub.
lic loans are borrowed on specific
terms. You cannot pay off a loan at

your sweet will, but in accordance
with the terms under which you bor-
rowed it. For example, the loan of
wlich we have just conipleted con-
version was borrowed in 1922, and the

first redemption date was 20 years
after, in 1942, and until that date
arrived any ordinary public man

must know that we could not pay off
that loan. What I was trying to indi-
cate was that every single opportunity
has been taken to do that. To sug-
gest now that we should set about using
our surpus funds to pay off public
loans is mnothing I should take any
notice of at all.

The hon. Member has asked a speci-
fic question with regard to the financ-
ing of the Rice Marketing Board, and
the reply will be given in writing.

Mr. JACOB: I realize that I know
very little about this matter, but I do
know that Government has the right
under Ordinances passed in this Coun-
cil to call in a loan at any time, but
Government may not exercise that
right. My point 1is that whcnever
Government has that right it should
exercise it.

Mr. MecDAVID: For the last 16
vears the policy of -the Colonial Treas-
urer has been to exercise that right
when it can be exercised. Members
who have followed the finances of the
Colony would recollect that we have
borrowed money at 6 per cent, and we
have graduallly effected conversion of
those loans to 5, 4 and 3 per cent. We
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borrowed this money at 5% per cent.
and we have now reduced it to 5% per
cent. As soon as we hdve legal right
to effect conversion of loans we do so.

Mr, De AGUIAR: The Treasurer is
quite correct, sir.

PuBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

Mr. ELEAZAR: Isn’t this Depart-
ment living up to its reputation as the
“Public Waste Department?”

T CHAIRMAN: You have beaten
the pistol again.

Mr. McDAVID: The Director of
Public Works is here, sir.

Tir CHAIRMAN: With the leave of
the Council [ think we might now

proceed with the estimates of the
Fublic Works Departmenst.
Mr. McDAVID: In the estimates

before the Council tull effect has been
given to the report of the Executive
Council Committee which examined
very thoroughly the staffing of the
Public Works Department. There is a
small addition of $30 recommended by
the Finance Committee. All the de-
tails were very carefully gone into in
Finance Committee,

Mr. ELEAZAR: 1 cannot under-
stand this Finance Committee which
has been inaugurated. I hear that

everything was discussed in Finance
Committee. There is a star chamber
discussion and we come here and say
that we must not say anything about
it.

Ty CIATRMAN: I have
made  any such suggestion. I am de-
lighted to hear the hon. Member in
Finance Committee, or in this Council.

never

Mr. ELIBAZAR: T am not blaming
you at all, sir.

T CHAIRMANXN: We went out of
cur way to give Unofficial Members of
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the Council every assistance by plac-
ing every little detail in front of them
in Finance Committee, and if the
Member does not care to take advan-
tage of it then that is his loss, possi-
bly also ours, but we are delighted
to hear him in full Council.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am not blaming
you, sir, because I did not go. I sim-
ply would not attend. Members have
been complaining here for years that
this is a “Public Waste Department,”
and they are going to improve it by
putting ten additional officers on the
staff. We began by appointing a De-
puty Director and an Executive En-
gineer. In the first instance we had
one Director of Pubic Works. Now we
have two and a Deputy. The result
is that everything has gone very much
worse. Are these additional men go.-
ing to improve the position? I hardly
think so, but by their fruits we shall
know them. Would Your Excellency
believe that the Drainage Board which
is being carried on under this De-
partment is responsible for all the
flooding? The members of the Board
should have anticipated long ago that
it would occur, because the ordinary
villagers have been complaining for
some months. A man told me that on
the first downpour of rair the village
would le flooded, and I bLrought it to
the notice of Mr. Laing. That man
was able to prove to me that the work
had been neglected. No provision
was made to take off the storm water
which was expected.

I know that Your Excellency is very
Lkeen, and that yeu have put a lot of
personal energy into the Grow-More-
Food Campaign, but I told you that
things were not running quite accord-
ing to plan because of the anticipated
floods, which we knew we always get,
and that nothing was being done in
order that when the rain came we would

get rid of the storm water. I saw
nothing was being done and I men-
tioned it. Here we have a Department

teeming with engineers, and we are
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adding more. Are they guing to drink
up the water? Has Government found
that this Department has been so un-
dermanned that we want ten additional
officers? The people know that every
year some part of the Colony is under
water, and once in every seven years
we have a heavy drought. I think it
was in 1904 when one dowupour of rain
flooded tlhe whole Colony, but the water
was quickly taken off because provision
had been made against a possible down-
pour. Now we are going to be told
that the rain fell when nobody expect-
ed it.

Gevernment has not suggested a single
engineering  scheme  for next year
or for years to come, yet Government
‘wants about six or eight additional
engineers. To do what—dig trenches?
This country does not want engineers
to dig trenches. I have said it before
and I am saying it again. The East
Indian and African men can dig
trenches betler than any engineer we
have had here. We had a Dutchman, I
do not know if you call him an engineer,
who did most of the trench work. Your
Excellency, there is a recurring drift of
mud on this foreshore. That has been
from time immemorial. During the
drought it comes along. When the
rain is expected the Village Authorities,
who know their business and who know
how 1o prepare for emergencies, make
arrangements to keep their channels
cpen and their internal drainage in or-
der, so that when the rain comes even
suddenly the trenches are already dug
and they only have to clear the channel
with the result that in a day or two
the place is free from water. What is
happening in the villages today? Neg-
lect, nothing short of negiect. A man
spoke to me a week ago and I told the
hen. Mr. Laing what transpired. I
went to him because I knew he had to
do with Local Government. T told him
what could be done at a certain place
because I knew he had to do with it
personally. He told me that so and so
Lad not been done, and when I asked
him why he said they had no funds

10 Drcrarser, 1942,
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and they could not do it because the
Drainage Board had taken it away
from them. That Drainage Board is
being run by the Public Works Depart-
ment, and to crown it all they are going
to say “We did not have engineers this
year and last year, that is why the
work was not done,” as if the engineers
were going to do the work themselves.
They will not take the advice of the
people on the spot—the people who know
what is to be done. I am not an en-
gineer, only a pettifogging solicitor,
and that is why I know beforehand you
must get the water off ths land before
the rains come. Pigs and fowls are
dying and the men will not get the
water off. That is what their engineer-
ing skill teaches them.

I feel strongly and speak strongly,
and I can assure Your Excellency that
our people are not slow to appreciate
the good offices of those wno have done
them a good turn. They are not slow
to appreciate all Your Excellency has

done, but they certainly cannot excuse
Your Excellency's advisers who have
been  here long  Dbefore you, have

geen this recurring decimal year after
year and have taken away the privilege
of looking after it from those who have
been doing it in order to do it better
but have hopelessly failed. Your lix-
cellency may not be aware of the fact
that previous to the Local Government
Board coming into existence there was
a Central Board of Health and the run-
ning of the villages was given over to
the people. Then they took it away and
made the villages quagmires. The vil-
Inges  could not lhave. been worse
and  then  fhey made  Village
Councils and gave the whole thing
back to  the people. Now  that
Government, las  got funds to help
them—Welfare money—you are going
to bring a drove of engineers to dig
trenches.  But before that can be done,
whole place under
water and a two vears’ famine threat-
ening you now. This country should
not have any famine at all hecause it is
not a thing which comes suddenly,
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hut a thing which ean be avoided.
Who can blame anybody for something
that cannot be avoided? Previous to
the rainfall there was muech talk about
getting the land in order, and certainly
if the people had been looking after
their business instead of standing by
and twiddling their thumbs, there would
not have been this calamity. Take Vie-
toria Village, for years and years that
did not need any drainage by machin-
ery. It had natural drainage all the
time. Since this Department took over
the drainage they have put a pump. The
people said to them at tha time: “You
are putting a pump here but it cannot
do the work as the area is too large.”
But the Department repied: “Oh, if the
pump cannot do it we will put another.”
The other one has not been put up to
this day, and the people's lot is worse
than before and now it is the worst of
ali. The pump was too small for the
area. The putting down of that pump
kas made things worse and even with
the pump lack of preparation has caus-
ed this calamity.

My contention is that this Depart-
ment is very much to blame and these
additional men are not going to make
the position better. They cannot pre.
vent the rain from falling. They can-
not determine the quantity of rainfall.
They cannot take off the water. But
they could have dug the trenches and
looked after the internal drainage. They
could have looked after the koker runs.
Why were not the sugar estates flooded
tc the same extent as the villages? If
one Manager had allowed this thing to
‘befall him he would not be there as
Manager afterwards. A man, for his
own decency and self-respect, will not
make that happen. He knows to make
preparation beforehand. But instead
of that we are only adding engineers.
You have a Draughtsman but you want
a2 First Assistant and a Second Assist-
ant, the two at once. Perhaps, you
would say the Draughtsman is a little
overburdened with work and therefore
you must put another one. I would be
satisfied with that, but not to put *two.
But that is how Government does
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things, duplicating and sometimes tri-
plicating. Government goes into the
Finance Committee and says “We want
craughtsmen ancé that is why we have
rut down so much money c¢n the Esti.
mates,” and it is done. What are the
Elected Members of this Council to do
in such circumstances? If I was pres-
ent in the Finance Committee I would
have said what I am saying now, but
ithat would not have prevented it from
passing. To give a reason why you put
figures on an estimate does not affect
the question at all. It is not the busi-
ness of hon. Members of this Council
to go over a place and tell the Director
and his Assistants what to do, but occa-
sionally one may do that. However,
when you tell the Director so and so
should be done and I see so and so is
being neglected and so and so may be
the result, he says “I am not looking
after that work, it is Mr. So and So.”
You do not know how to find Mir. So
and So. Is that the way Government
business is to be carried on? He wants
an Assistant to do nothing, then a
Second Assistant and a Third Assist-
ant, all at the expense of the poor
taxpayer.

This Department was once given the
appellation of the “Public Waste De-
partment” by a person who observed
what it was doing long before my time,
and I can endorse it with all the energy
I have. You are getting all these new
Officials here, but what special work is
there to be done? I see “Calamity”
written over the door-post of the East
Coast Villages. I do not know what is
to prevent it now. What is the good of
going to see the place when it is flood-
ed? I have passed and seen it myself.
I claim to know all about the Drainage
of the East Coast. I have seen villages
three or four feet under water over
and over. I have had the experience
of heing in the water mvself trying to
check it. There can be a thousand
engineers but they cannoi prevent the
water from rottening all the tannias
and cassava, or the plantain trees from
falling down, Your Excellency, I have
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said all this because every reasonable
man under the sun knows that if a
sudden downpour of rain comes and the
rlace is flooded no one is to blame. You
call it “An Act of God.” When it is
comething that we foresee and some-
thing that can be foreseen and ought to
be attended to and is not done, you say
it is neglect. Neglect will ruin any-
thing. That is what has ruined the
people’s farms on the East Coast, and
this Department is to blame. I know
that if I speak from now to doomsday
Government is going to have all these
additional men. I begin to feel asham-
ed of myself having always to say “I
teld you so.” I am hoping to be here
and that Your Excellenc¢y will also De
here long enough for me to say to vou
“I told you s0.”

Mr. De AGUIAR: T am in perfect
agreement with the hon. Member for
Berbice River when he referred to the
Department as the “ublic Waste De-
partment, but I do nc agree with the

. .. !
reasons he has adva ced in.arriving at

that conclusion. I would suggest or
rather T would invite hon. Members’
attention to paragraph 7 of the report
of the Committee which sat for ths
purpose of examining and reporting on
the re-organisation of this Department,
and with your permission, sir, as it
deals with what I am about to sav, T
would like to read it for the benefit of
the Members of Council who may not
have a copy at their dispesal at the
moment. Paragraph 7 says:

“The Committee desires to emphasize
that, in their opinion, the staff of the
Public Works Department has at no time
within the last ten years been adequate
to perform its functions. It is clear to
the Committee that the Department has
suffered from defective organization and
lack of the necessary staff to carry out
the proper degree of supervision. I em-
phasize particularly the word ‘supervi-
sion .

Then it goes on:

“It is also obvious to the Committee
that in order to meet its enlarged re-
sponsibilities the technical staff of the
Department must be remodelled and
augmented,”

10 DrcrMBRER, 1942.
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As one who has been a very severe
critic of this Department ever since 1
became a Member of this Council, my
complaint has aways been the lack of
supervision and, I think, that since
Your Excellency has been with us here
you have had occasion to listen to sev.-
eral complaints from me on that score.
It is in this respect that I entirely agree
with the hon. Member that this De-
partment may be styled the “Iublic
Waste  Department.” Obviously, if
there is this lack of supervision—
with which I entirely agree—then there
must be waste and nothing else. I am
inclined to feel that criticism at this
stage is somewhat premature. I would
prefer to let the Department have the
staff it requires—I have said so in
another place—because I am exceeding-
ly anxious to see that every penny of
vublic money that is voted by this
Council for this Department, and for
any other Department for that matter.
iz properly spent. You cannot do that
unless you have the organization to do
it and, I may say, I know what I am
talking about. Owing to the lack of
supervision this Department has suf-
ferd considerably. * I have time and
time again criticized the amount that
is spent on a particular contract with
respect to the section of a particular
building. The hon. Member for Cen-
tral Georgetown (Mr. Percy C. Wight
once drew the attention of the
Council to the cost of a particu-
lar building erected by the De.
partment in the City, and the hon.
Member was justified in his criticism.
The whole thing was purely due to’
shortage of staff as proper supervision
could not be given. It must be remem-
bered that these posts are not yet in
being. They are suggested to com-
mence next year. As I had said at the
beginning, I am going to reserve to
myself the right of criticizing or pos-
sibly speaking in the same trend as the
Lon. Member for Berbice River (Mr.
Eleazar) if I find the present state of
affairs is allowed to continue. But I
have every hope I will be spared the
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effort of criticizing that Department
with the staff that is now being made
available to it. 1 quite agree that
there has been a fairly large increase
in the Estimates as the result of the
additionis to the stafl, but in my view it
is likely to be a very profitable invest-
ment in the long run. That is how 1
look at it. I think I have already
used the phrase in this Council “I ex-
rect it to pay handsome dividends”,
and I have every hope that will be so.

I am not going to make any ref-
erence to the flood conditions that are
existing at the present time Dbecause I
shall leave ihat to these who are more
cempetent to express an opinion on the
subject. I do agree, however, that in
this country we suffer year in and year
out from flood water. Some of it may
be due to natural conditions. The land
on our seacoast is low. Whereas the
land in the Interior is high. It is not
that we get a great deal of storm water
flooding the land but it is because the
land is low. Jt is rather unfortunate
that most, if not all, of our crops or cul-
tivation is situated on -the coast and,
therefore, must be damaged. 1T leave it
to the experts to see what they ean do in
order to remedy that state of affairs, It
is almost an impossible task to take off
12 inches of water in 24 hours, what-
ever the quantity of rainfall has been
in the last two or three days. I think
I am right in saying that at the present
moment they are only ablz to take off
2 or three inches during the same
period. It stands to reason, therefore,
that if we have a heavy rainfall as we
have had during the last few dayvs, there
must necessarily be floods. I leave it
to the experts—those technical officers
of the Government—to see what can
be done to remedy the position and, I
have every reason to believe, the matter
is already receiving attention. T do
urge on my colleagues in this Council
to afford this Department an opportu-
nity to justify its existence, if I may
use that term. Certainly the Depart-
ment could not within recent years as
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ihe result of the shortage of staff, carry
eut the work that was expected of it
especially now that the works are on
the increase. As I say, the money
spent.  on supervision is money well
spent. So far as I am concerned. I
would say at once that I am prepared
to support the Estimates of the Depart-
ment as they stand, reserving the right
of coming here on another occasion and
criticizing it very severely if I find’
that what I expect of these Officers is
not accomplished.

Mr. JACOB: 1 have listened with
considerable interest to the speeches of
the hon. Members for Berbice River
and Central Demerara. In not a few
words, the hon. Member for Berbice
River says neglect has caused the re-
cent floods, but the hon. Member for
Central Demerara savs lack of supervi-
sion is the cause and he knows what he
is talking about.

Mr. De AGUIAR: I am not fond
of interrupting any speaker at any
time, but I never said that lack of sup-
ervision was responsible for the floods.
I do wish the hon. Membei would pay
more attention to the remarks made by
his colleagues. I never attributed to
lack of supervision as responsible for
the floods.

Mr. JACOB: While the hon. Mem-
ber was talking I made a note of what
he said. It reads: “I know what I am
talking about. I know lack of super-
vigsion is responsible for everything.
The Department is responsible for.”—

Mr. De AGUIAR: For the pur-
pose of record I wish to repeat that I

“never stated in this Council—and I am

sure hon. Members can bear me out—
that lack of supervision was responsi
ble for the floods.

Trne PRESIDENT: That is recorded.

Mr, JACOB: Nevertheless I think
there is something definitely wrong
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somewhere. Year after year we are
told we must puf an end io floods, we
must put an end to droughts, we must
adopt means to combat those evils, but
I find as we go along those things repeat
themselves with regularity year after
year. I am not going to oppose the pro-
vision in these Estimates for additional
engineers and draughtsmen. I think
they ought to do well, but what I do
feel is that something more than that
is required. We want belter supervi-
sion, Certainly we want better super-
vision of the Boards that are looking
after these various schemes in the Col-
eny. I am going to suggest a change
of the personnel of the Drainage and
Irrigation Board. I think that Board
should be composed almost entirely of
Elected Members of this Council. T am
going to refer to one case, and that is
the case of Craig Village adjoining Pln.
Diamond. That village is in the con-
stituency of my hon. friend, the Mem-
ber for Demerara River (Mr. King). I
don’t think I have seen him around this
table during the whole of this Session.
I am sorry to say it. When I look
around and see the number of absentees
in this Council I wonder if something
is wrong. I am beseeched all the time
by people to do certain things, and I
de not know why I should, but I find I
am compelled to do some of those
things. A few of the farmers of Craig
Village saw me on Tuesday morning
and said the whole cultivation area was
flooded. The hon. Member for Central
Demerara never said a word about tha
flooding of his constrtuency, but some-
one also came to me and told me about
it,

Mr. De AGUIAR: I would ask
the hon. Member not to interfere with
constituencies other than his own. I
happen to know more about it than he
thinks and representation has al-
ready been made to Government. T
pass on the information to the hon.
Member as he happens to be a voter in
my constituency.

10 DEceMBER, 1942.
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Mr. JACOB: I think the hon.
Member is making a second speech. I
cannot understand his uneasiness. I
was hoping to hear that certain damage
that had been dcne to something I own
at Buxton had been repaired, but I have
not heard of that. I saw the very skil-
ful way in which the hon. Member for
Central Demerara had been trying to
boost up this Department and, as a voter
in his Constituency, that is what struck
me. I wish to goodness all the voters
in that constituency will look at it in
that light. As a voter of Central Dem.
erara 1 feel that way. I have taken,
Your Excellency, a keen interest in irri-
gation and drainage matters. I am not

an expert; I am not an engineer. In
fact I know very little about it. I am

sorry the hon. Member, the Consulting
Engineer to Government, is not in his

place. I think it is necessary that he
should be here.

T CHAIRMAN;: I suggested
that we should not deal with the Head
now, but it seems the general feelings
of Members that we should proceed and
I followed. I am quite prepared to de-
fer consideration at any moment.

Mr. JACOB: I would just go on
making my point. I recollect going
with the Consulting Eng%ser to Craig
Village over two years agdpand looking
at the design of the reconditioning
works there. I must say that the whole
design was faulty. The work was not
properly done. I am glad to be able to
say now that I hold in my hand a letter

signed Dby the hon. Colonial Secretary,
dated 2nd October, admitting it at this

stage. I am going to read that letter
so that it remains on record, and I am
going to read the letter I wrote that
called forth that reply. My hon.
friend, the Member for Central Demer-
ara, was at pains to say that lack of
supervision was responsible to some
extent for the flooded state of the
Colony at the moment. I am satisfied
in my own mind that lack of supervi-
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sion was not responsible fcr the faulty

design. There is something definitely
wroug.
1 would like a survey to Dbe

made immediately these floods are over,
to see to what extent Pln. Diamond
which adjoins Craig Village has suf.
fered and to whas extent Craig Village
has suttered. That will give us some-
thing to think about.. nere we have
the farmers of Craig Village continu-

cusly -and persistently complaining
during the last three years. 1 gave
gone there maybe a dozen times and

have looked at those things myselt. 1
em not an expert. 1 kunow nothing
about a sluice and a four-foot trench.
!1 a sluice is shown to mz I would not
think it is a sluice. But for record pui-
poses 1 would like with Your Excel-
lency’s permission to read a letter of
the 17th July addressed to the hon.
Colonial Secretary and his reply of the
2nd October, so that there can be some-
thing on record for our masters in the
Coionial Office when they lcok through
the debates to see what is wrong with
this Colony. We laymen, we farmers,
go on talking year after year for near-
ly a century and still find ourselves in
the same position. The position is go-
ing to get very alarming if the war con-
tinues and if the rains continue. 1
foresee that there will be a great short-
age of food. I do not kncw how Gov-
ernment looks at it, but it looks very
peculiar and very bad indeed to me. My
letter is very short. It reads:

“T have the honour to forward here-
with original letter dated July 9. 1942.
from 88 proprietors and farmers of Craig
Village regarding the drainage of that
village for -the information of the
Governor,

“For over two years T have endeav-
oured. at the request-of nearly all the
proprietors of Craig Village, to point out
by letters and speeches in the Legisla-
tive Council that the design of the drain-
age scheme at Craig was faulty, but the
‘EXPERTR’ of Government continue to
pursue g policy which appears clear to
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me to be against the interest of the
farmers and proprietors of that village.

“I regret to state that the conditions
existing at Craig Village exist in several
other parts in this Colony within my
personal knowledge and I wonder when
the ‘EXPERTS’ of the Government will
begin to remedy them.

“I am, however, requested to enclose
herewith a copy of proceedings of a
public meeting held at Agricola Village
on July 10, 1942, for the information and
attention of Government.”

The Colonial Secretary’s reply, 33/15/2
is as follows:—

“Referring to previous correspondence
ending with my letter of even number
dated 28th July, 1942, regarding the
drainage of Craig Village, I am directed
to say that the Central Drainage and
lrrigation Board appointed a Committee
to investigate this matter. The Com-
mittee met representatives of residents
and farmers of the district at the Village
Council’s office on the 10th instant and
heard their suggestions fer improving
the drainage of the area.

“The various points raised at the meet-
ing will require considerable investiga-
tion, survey work and the preparatiom
of estimates before tlie Drainage and
‘Irrigation Board can consider them.
Some time must necessarily elapse,
therefore, before any decision is taken.

“I shall be glad if you will inform the
petitioners mentioned in your letter
dated 17th July, 1942, accordingly.

(Sgd.) G. D. OWEN,
Colonial Secretary.”

It is clear to my mind that lere
you have 88 proprietors and farmers
petitioning the Government and point-
ing out that this thing had Deen going
on and something ought to Le done.
Government goes into the matter and
admits that until the whole place is re-
surveyed and estimates are prepared
nothing can be done. Every time we

‘come to this Council we are told “We

want additional staff. We have got to
get out this and that.” ‘This has been
geing on perpetually. Is there not go-
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ing to be a stop to this kind of busi-
ness? 1 hope  there will  Dbe. Let
someone  go immediately the flood
is over and investigate the damage
it is  causing. One sectiom is  con-
trolled and managed by the people them-
selves and the other section is controlled
and managed by several people who
profess and pretend to be experts and
friends of the other peopie. That is
how I put it. Pln. Diamond is man-
aged and controlled by the proprietors
and the management of that estate.
Craig Village is controlled by the ex:

perts  of  this  Government  and  a
Board. When you go to the Dis-
irict Commissioner he tells you
plainly “I am not responsible for
tlie works. I know nothing about
them.” In  fact he states  that the
works have not been handed over

to him. You can fix the responsibility
rowhere, but the farmers continue to
lose year by year.

What is the idea ol continuing
thix state of affairs  Is the Drain-
age and  hrigation Board  compe-
tent ? I say definitely that it is not

competent. I say definiteiry the Board
is most unsuited. I would like to see
nc representatives of other interests on
Boards, particnlarly when farm-
ing areas are affected. Here you have
2 Grow More Food Campaign. I think
I can definitely refer to that under this
Head. What was the position?  The
Manager of Pln. Diamond was on that
Committee, the Secretary of a Pawn-
broking Company and an employee of
the Public Works Department who
happens to be the Chairman of the Vil.
lage, both not concerned with growing
any food, also on that Committee, and
the farmers complain and complain with
absolutely no redress. T co appeal to
Your Excellency to hav: a complete
change of these methods. 'They have
gone on for nearly a century and the
position of the farmers is not improv
ing. Tt is time that there be a <definite
radical, if not ruthless, change.

these
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Mr. AUSTIN: When this Commit-

tee was appointed by Sir Wiifred Jack-
son to exwunine ane report on the or-

. ganization of ithe Public Works Depart.

ment we did not know who would be
the new Directo.: and where he was com-
ing from. Therefore, we opened ths
examination with a very free mind, and
we undertook this Jjob realizing the re-
sponsibilities to Government that fell
on us. We visualized, that ‘we would
have to write off such losses that had
already been incurred and start with a
fresh sheet. I personally hope that will
be done. I regretthat Members of this
Council do not try and consider it from
that point of view.  Undoubtedly the
Department had been very much under-
staffed  and  there had Deen certain
irregularities which gave the Depart-
ment a bad name hut the time has come
to make a fresh starvt. T do hope the hon.
Member for Berbice River will consider
and try to envisage the future of the
younger generation, not himself or my-
self or those of cur age but the younger
generation who are likely to follow on
and keep this Colony going, perhaps,
more happily than it has been in the
past, although it is not so bad as you
may think it is. Why do we have no
confidence in the employees of this
Department? It is said that there has
heen loss of materials and loss of money
{hrongh men being paid from the wrong
pav-list, and that the cost of buildings
had been very grossly exceeded. Al
that has been borne out by actual facts,
I am sorry to say, but as I have said
hefore, those things shonld he a matter
cf history. Let us forget them and
start afresh. The new Director is on
his job and we should give him the op-
portunity of another start. He cannot
have another start unless he has offi-
rers to help him out in curing all these
ills of the past, and we eannot do it un-
less  we accept the recommendations
made by the Committee. There mav be
ene or two recommendaticrns which in
the opinion of certain members might
ke eased off a bit, but as a whole the
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Commitiee  thought we should put
them in this report and we support

them.

I think it was the hon. Member for
Berbice River who talked about the
rainfall. This rainfall has been a sud-
den cloudburst. Fifteen inches of rain-
fali in ten days is unusual for the
month of December. As a rule, the
rain starts about the middie of Novem-
Ler and carries on to the middle of De.
ceraber, and if we get 20 iuches in that
period we consider it very unfortunate,
kut 15 inches in 10 days is something
appalling. Is it to be wondered that
the Ifast Coast was flooded as a result
of that acute downfall? The ~ugar
estates  on  that Coast are suffer-
ing  from  too much waler and
their  pumps  caunol  take it off.
The Front lands of all the estates
are also under water, and that means
that quite a lot of the cultivation aback
ig still under water and will remain so
for some days. I hope the debate will
be continued to-morrow because I think
the hon. Member for Georgetown
North (Mr. Seaford), who took a very
keen interest in this report and put in
a tremendous lot of work, and the hon.
Mr. Case may be here then to explain
further matters which, perhaps, I have
left out. For this Department to get
a fair deal and for Government to get a
Tair deal, I think this report should be
accepted.

Mr. GONSALVES: I desire to
say a few words in connection with this
matter. We have in the past—

Tur CIHAIRMAN : T desire to ask
bhon. Members to excuse me for five
minutes as T have got an urgent matter
to attend to.

His Excellency retires and the
Cclonial Secretary takes the Chair.

Mr, GONSALVES: We have in
the past always had criticisms in
regard to the working of this Depart-
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ment. The criticisms were very often
justified. As the result of those fre-
quent criticisms a Comnittee was ap-
pointed to go into the matter of the
working of the Department and, as we
see from the report, that Committee
consisted of a combination of Members
of this Council, who, I think, were well
selected, and quite capable of investi-
gating matters in connection with this
very important part of the Service of

Government.  Ax  has been referred
to by the hon. Member for Cen-
tral  Demerara. the Department has

been for a period of ten years inade-
quately staffed and, therzfore, unable
to carry through its work properly. I
observe from the remarks of certain
hon. Members who have stressed the
question of drainage that there was the
necessity for some work or better work
being done, and I would like to invite
their attention to paragraph 9 of the
report because whilst we are emphas-
izing these necessities we must also
look at the other side of the picture, as
when the time comes for carrying them
ont a vote will he requested for the in-
creased expenditure. Paragraph 9 of
the report seems very clear on the
point. It says:

“The proposals in this report aim at
reorganizing the Department so as to
make it capable of dealing with its pres-
ent responsibilities hased cn the exist-
ing scale of expenditure......”

His Excellency returns and takes
the Chair.

Mr. GONSALVES: 1¢ seems that
'is a recommendation one would expect
to find in a report after an investiga-
tion such as they have made. There
are two other paragraphs of the report
T would like to refer to. One on which
[ hope to get an expression of opinion
from Government is the recommenda-
tion in paragraph 17 under the Head
“Engineering Apprentices.” It reads:

‘“The Committee recommends the cre-
ation of two posts on the scale $240—
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$480 for engineering apprentices ie
which youths who bhave wmatriculated
and who desire to take up the profes-
sion of civil engineering inay Dbe ap-
pointed and given opportunities for ob-
taining practical experience while pur-
suing studies. The Committee feels that
the apprentice trained under local con-
ditions should, when he eventually quali-
tfies and has worked through the inter-
mediate posts in the Department, prove
very valuable for filling +the higher
posts.”

If Government accepts that recom-
mendation—and I have no doubt it has
accepted it—it would bear in mind the
question of appointments, later on in
regard to this Department and not let
us have what we hear in connection
with the Agricultural Department. We
have been told that young men go and
qualify in agriculture and when they
return they cannot get appointments.
This recommendation provides the
possibility of youths of the Colony
qualifying as engineers through this
Department with the hope of securing
appointments in the Department when
such appointments arise, and I invite
a reply to the question as to whether
Government endorses that recommenda-
tion and wheiher it is the intention of
Government to carry out the purpose.

I was disappointed slightly by the
hon. Member for North-Western Dis-
trict (Mr. Jacob) not referring to a
particular paragraph of this report
which is of some benefit and advantage
to his constituents. I refer to para-
graph 28 which says:

“The Committee recommends that two

additional resident carpenters be ap-
pointed on the scale $450—$600, one for
the I’ublic IIospital. Georgetown, and

the other for Mabaruma, North-West Dis-
trict. The latter while stationed in the
North-West District should be paid a
station allowance of $180 per annum.”

By the way, that is the amount
paid the Bailiff in that particular dis-
trict. In addition to his usual salary
this carpenter will be given $15 per
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month as a Statien Allowance. I think
the hon. Member has rather missed it
in the report, because he has always
said he vreads all these things very
carefully. He has disappointed me in
not having made particuiar reference
to it.

The other matter I would like to
refer to—and 1 do not think any Member
of this Council would object to it—is
the recommendation in paragraph 32 in
regard to the Paymaster. I think we
all agree it is too big a Jcb and too
much to expect of one man to be Pay-
master throughout the whole Colony
from the Corentyne Coast to the
Essequebo Coast 4nd, therefore, the ap-
pointment of an additional officer to
cdischarge the duties of Assistant Pay-
master is to my mind a viry necessary
recommendation. I would like to sug-
gest as regards the appoiniment of the
Paymasters that they shouid not be kept
on in any particular area for an indef-
inite period of time. There should be
scme means of an interchange of dis-
tricts. No one man should be kept for
years working in one particular district
2nd not to have a change. Paragraph
23 clearly says:

“The present clerical staff in the Chief
Accountant’'s Office is insuffficient iw
number to enable proper detailed cost
accounting records of works in progress
to be kept......”

The hon. Mr. Austin said not a
word in regard to that matter and, I
think, anyone who has had a conversa-
tion or dealings with the Engineers
would deem it very essential for a sys-
tem of costing in regard to any engin-
eering department to be instituted. I
know the Georgetown Town Council, I
rrust confess, had not that system for
many years but in recent times the
City Engineer insisted that it shoulad
ke and it is in operation there now. If
1t is required in the Town Council it is
far more necessary to have it in the
Fublic Works Department cf the Colony.
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I hope when these recommendations are
carried out and the appointments made,
as has been suggested by the hon. Mem-
bker for Central Demerara, the appella-
tion which has been given to the De-
partment—the Public Waste Depart-
ment—will not continue and that the
working of the Department during the
regime of the new Director of Public
Works will prove successful. I wish
before taking my seat to express for
myself and the other Members who
endorse what T say, appreciation of
the work done by this Committee in
regard to this particular matter.

Tue CIIATRMAN ;.  We have
almost reached the time for the ad-
journment and I take this opportunity
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te say that this particular debabe on
the Public Works Department will no$
be continued the first thing in the
morning. I may be absent then as I
have a conference with the Attorney-
General. I prefer to start with the
Georgetown Rating Bill to-morrow at
noon, if that is agreeable to hon. Mem-
bers. The resolution standing in the
name of the hon. Member for Berbice
River will be taken at 2 g’clock and in
that case it is improbable we will get
back to the Estimates to-morrow. I
suggest, particularly in view of the
absence of Members, that we resume
this debate on Wednesday next.

The Council resumed and adjourned
to the following day at 12 noon.





