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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Constititted under the British Guiana 
(Constitution) (Temporary Provisions) 

' Order in Council, 1959} 

FRIDAY, 10TH SEPTEMBER, 1954. 

The_ Council met' at 2 p.m. His 
Honour the Speaker, Sir Eustace Wool­
ford, O.B.E., Q.C., in the Chir. 

- ' 
PRESENT 

His Honour the Speaker, Sit­
Eustace Gordon Woolford, O.B.E., Q.C. 

E:i;-Officio Members:-

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, 
Mr. J,'. V. Jakeway, O.B.E. (acting) . 

The Hon. the Attorney-Generai, 
Mr. G. M. FarnulJl (Acting). 

The Hon. the Financial Secretary. 
Mr. W. 0. Fraser, O.B.E. 

Nominated Members of Executi·ve 
Council:-
The Hon. Sir Frank McDa-visJ, 

C.M.G., C.B.E. (Member for Agricul­
ture, Forests, and Lands and Mines) . 

The Hon. G. H. Smellie. 

-The Hon. R. B. Gaj-raj. 

Deputy Speaker:-

Mr. W. J. Raatgever, C.B.E. 

Nominated Officials :­
Mr. W. T. Lord, I.S.O, 

Mr, ,l. I. Ramphal, 

N ominatecl Unof /-icials :­
Mr. W. A. Phang. 

Mr. E. F. Correia 

Rev. D. C. J. Bobb. 

Mrs. Esther E. Dey. 

Lt. Col. E. J. Haywood, M.B.E., 'f. D_ 

Mr, R. B. .Jai1al. 

Mr. Sugrim Singh. 

Clerk of the LE:gislature­
Mr. I. Crum Ewing. 

Assistant Clerk -of the Legislature­
l.\fr. H . H. Tross (acting). 

Absent:-
The Hon. P. A. Cummings (Mem­

ber for Labour, Health and Housing) . 
- on leave. 

'fhe Hon. W. 0 . R. Kendall (Mem­
ber for Communications and Works). 
-on leave. , 

The Hon. G. A. C. Famum, O.B,E. 
(Mern!Jer for Local Government, Sooia] 
Welfare and Co-·operative Develop­
ment)-on leave. 

The Hon. R. C. 'l'ello. 

Mr. 'I'. Lee. 

Mr. L. A. Luckhoo, Q.C.-011 leave. 

Mr. W. A. MaCllie, C.M.G., O.B.E. 
-on leave. 

Mr. C. A. Carter. 

Mr. H. Rahaman. 

Miss 4ertrude H. Collins. 

Dr. H. A. Fraser-on leave. 

The Sp~al{er r.ead pray~n1. 
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The Minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Thursday, the 9th of 
September, 19-54, as printed and cir­
culated, were taken as read and con­
firmed. 

LEAVE TO MEMBERS 

Mr. Speaker: The following Mem­
bers have intimated their inability to 
be present today and leave has been 
granted to t hem. The hon. Mr. Luck­
hoo is engaged in the Criminal Courts. 
The hon. Mr. Macnie has asked for 
leave, and so have the hon . Dr. Fraser 
and the hon. Member for Local Gov­
ernment, Social Welfare and Co­
operative Development (Mr. G. A. C. 
Farnum) .. 

REPORTS AND DOCUMENTS 

MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 

The Financial Secretary (Mr. W. 
0. Fraser, O.B.E.) : 11 beg to lay on 
t he table the Minutes of .the meeting of 
Finance Committee held on the 26th of 
August, 1954, which can now be 
termed a public document. 

Mr. Speaker: I wish again to 
emphasize that what I said yesterday 
was that the proceedings in Finance 
Committee were not given sufficient 
pub1icity in the newspapers. We do 
not want to admire ourselves, but as a 
freque·nt visitor to the neijghbouring­
Islands_. I . know that one cannot get a 
newspaper from this Colony anywhere 
in those Islands. The Trinidad Guar­
dian is sold in the streets in this Col- . 
ony but one cannot buy a single copy 
of a newspaper of this Colony in 
Trinidad. There seems to be no system 
of Press exchanges, ·and I think that an 
opportunity should be afforded some of 
those people who would like to come 
here from Barbados and St. Lucia, for 
example, to know something about the 
{lt;lv~lopment th11t is ~9in1; on in thiis 

>." -

Colony. I still do not thin}{ the 
B.P.I. gives the proceedings in Fi­
nance Committee the best cover­
age. I am not criticizing what a,ppears 
in the newspape1:s, but such informa­
tion is frequently tucked away. I do 
not think that Government news is 
always good news to some people; they 
are nqt interested. I thi.nk we ought 
to consider the matter from that point 
of view. 

NOTICE 0F QUESTIONS-

RICE FARME~S ( SECURITY OF TENURE) 
LEGISLATION 

Mr. Phang, on behalf of Mr. Lee, 
g-a ve notice of the following questions: 

(i) The Member for Agriculture, For­
ests, Lands and Mines: 
(a) Is Government aware that the 

rice farmers are anxiously await­
ing the enactment of the new 
Rice Farmers (Security of Ten­
ure) Bill? 

(b) If the answer is in the affirma­
tive, will Government state 
when the Bill will be introduced? 

(c) Has Government received the 
comments and amendments to 
the Rice Producers O~dinance· 
No. 7 / 46 from the Rice Produc­
ers Association? 

(d) If the answer is in· the _.affi.'rma­
tive, wHl Gov!"rnment circulate 
copies of the comments to Mem­
bers of the Legislative Council 
and state when the legislation to 
amend the Ordinance will be 
introduced? 

(e) Js Government aware that the 
Rice Marketing Board has sta(eci 
that they have explored every 
available avenue for the sale of 
parboiled rice? 

(f) If the answer is in the affirma­
tive, will Government state 
where, when and to whom hav(> 
sµch approaches {or ~al~~ peen 
madl,!7 · 
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}j:N.GINEERING SCHOLARSHI.PS, 195;3 
AND 1954 

(ii) The Chief Secretal'y: 
Can the Government state why En­

gine.ering Scholarships were not awarded 
.for 1953 and 1~54r 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

UNDFJSlRARLE PUBLICATIONS ( PROH1Bl-

1'ION OF IMPORTATION) ( AMENDMENT) 
BILL 

The Chief Secretary (Mr. F. D. 
Jakeway, O.B.E., acting) : I rise to 
move the first reading of the Bill in­
tituled: 

"An Ordinance to amend the Unde­
s ir11ble Public;1tions (Prohibition of Im­
portation) Ordinance, 1953.'' 

The Attorney-Genera.I (Mr. G. i\I. 
Farnum, acting) seconded. 

The Chief Secretary: Sir, I have 
· · His Excellency's consent to move a 

·suspension of the Standing Orders to 
enable the Bill to be taken through all 
its stages today. I therefore move a 
suspension of the Standing Orders. 

The Attorney-General seconder!. 

Mr. Bobb: I realise that this 
Bill ha_s been published for a sufficiently 
long time to enable Members to become 
completely aware of its implications and 
to get what relevant information they 
desire, but it happens that in my case 
I have not had an opportunity to get 
all the information I wish to have in 
crder. to be adequately prepared to 
make what I regard as a satisfactory 
l'Ontribution to the debate on the Bill. 
It is partly my fault, •I must admit, 
and partly the fault of the • means of 
transmission of the information which 
.I h;we been seeking. Therefore I shall 

. -be very pleased, Sir, if you could defer 
the deb-ate on the second read­
;ng of this Bill, if it is . within 

your power so to do, and if it meeta 
with the. convenience of the hon. mover 
of the Bill. I think it is a very im­
porta.nt subject, and for my. part I 
should very much like to be given a 
further opportunity to pr~pare myself 
better in order to contribute to the 
debate and to follow the debate as the 
need might arise. 

The Chief Secretary: Much as I 
should like to meet the hon. Member 
on this point I must point out that this 
Bill was published a fortnight ago, on 
the 28th of August. I thi,nk it will be 
agreed that 14 days is more than· the 
statutory period required to enable the 
Bill to come -before t his Council for de­
bate. I did intimate yesterday that I 
proposed to seek the Governor's author­
ity to take the Bill through all its stages 
today. We are assembled almost for 
that purpose this afternoon, because 
there is practically nothing else on the 
Order of the Day. In the circum­
stances, Sir, I do not feel that further 
:lelay is justified . 

Mr. Raatgever: I see no neces-
;ity for postponing the debate on the 
:econd reading of the Bill. It is quite 
, simple Bill; it is only correcting 
.omething that was omitted originally, 
md I think the sooner it is passed the 
1etter. I see n o necess ity for · post-

. ioning the debate. 

Mr. Speaker: Does any other 
,viember wish to say anything on this 
rnbject? 

Mr. Correia: The Bill is quite a 
simple one, and I do not see anything 
in it to justify its being postponed. 
As a matter of fact the Bill should be 
taken through all its stages as quickly 
as possible. 

!\fr. S11eaker: l quite appreciate 
that the hon. Member Mr. Bobb would 
r.ot have spoken as he did unless he 
l>ad a strong r eason for doipg so. But 
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LMr. Speaker] 

J must be satisfied that the application 
made by him meets with the general 
approval of Members. It seems that 
th~ Bill has been sufficiently publicised 
and it is considered that there is 
nothing to be gained by a postpone­
ment. It is only an amendment of the 
existing Ordinance that is being given 
effect to. 11 hope the hon. Member will 

· uccept my ruling in the matter. 

Mr. Bobb: I accept your ruling, 
Sir. 

Standing Orders suspended. 

The Chief Secretary: I rise to 
move the second reading of a Bill 
intituled: 

' 'An Ordinance to amend the Unde­
sirable Pu:blications (Prohi1bition of Im­
portation) Ordinance, 1953.'' 

The object of this amending Bill 
is to ensure that the intentions of the 
main Ordinance are in fact achieved. 
At present they are being circumvented 
in two ways: firstly, there are a few 
powerful, subversive organisations 
churning out a vast quantity of unde­
sirable literature, and if we are to pre­
vent every item from entering here we 
will have to ban every single item by 
its name. This would be a large task 
requiring a large staff. In fact, ii; 
would be an impossible task because 
many of these publications have no 
name-they· appear on our doorstep 
unannounced, and the first thing we 
know about them is that they are in the 
country. The second way in which the 
objects of the Ordinance are being 
c.efeated is that certain publications 
which have been banned are creeping 
into the territory or trying to get into 
the territory by the simple device of 
changing their names. "Caribbean 
News" -published by the Caribbean 
Labour Congress - a recogn~sed Com­
munist organisation-since it has been 
banned, has appeared under the guise 

of · ''Caribbean Revie~" and "Caribbean 
Advocate", and its latest cloak is "For 
Peace and Inde;pendence"-four titles 
ior what was in fact the same publica­
tion. The World Federation of D_emo­
cratic Youth, another Communist front 
organisation has put o'ut a publication 
under the ingenious title of "A Special 
Newspaper for the 21st of February: 
International Day of Struggle against 
Colonialism and for Youth in Colonial 
countries." All that has to be done in 
this case is to change the date from 
the 21st of February to the 21st of 
March and it becomes a new publica­
tion. · 

Clause 2 of the Bill seeks to pro: 
hibit publications on the basis of the 
publisher ri'ther than the name of the 
publications. Clause 3 of the Bill seek::-. 
to ensure that when undesirable publi­
cations come into ·the possession of the 
authorities, . if these have not been 
hanned, the Governor ir. Council may 
make an Order preventing their circu­
lation. 

I think we would all agree that 
the main Ordinance which this Bill 
seeks t o amend comes under the 
category of a disagreeable necessity 
which circumstances have imposed 
upon us. Freedom of speech is one of 
cur cherished liberties. Freedom to 
discuss and to know the facts is essen­
tiai to democracy as we understand it. 
But the unpleasant fact is that there 
are powerful organisations in existence 
today whose purpose is to use that very 
freedom of speech granted to them in 
order eventually to destroy it. The 
intention is not to spread the truth, but 
by pumping out propaganda, and by a 
system of misrepresentations and half 
truths, and malicious attacks, to create 
an atmosphere of discontentment and 
disaffection in which their political 
objectives could be o:btained. We 
can be sure that if tliese political 

,. 
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ob:jectrves are obtained one of the first 
things they would do is to impose 
restrictions on what people are to read 
far more rigid than we contemplate. 

I should like to emphasize that 
the- ,powe.r-s granted to the Goyernor in 
Gotinci.l ' have been exercised with the 
greatest resfraint and will continue t o 
be. No publication is banned unless it 
has been · carefully consicfered and 
definitely regarded as of a subversive 
nature and of subversive intention. 

We are not alone in this colony in 
recognising the need for :legislation of 
the kind envisaged by this amending 
Bill. Clause 2 follows word for word 
legislation in Northern Rhodesia. The 
Government of Nigeria have announced 
that they too, propose to take steps to 
prevent publications of such organisa­
tions as the World Federation of Trade 
Unions from coming into the country. 
That comes from a territory governe<;] 
by the very people whom they say they 

• are setting out to liberate. If we 
must ·agree that legislation of this kind 

· is necessary under the circumstances, 
then it must be clearly effective legis­
ia.tion. It is no good having an Ordi­
nance which does not achieve its 
object, and the purpose of this Bill is 
to ensure that the Ordinance is 
effective. 

Council resolved itself into Com­
mittee and considered the Bill clause by 
clause. 

The Committee passed the Bill as 
printed. 

Council resumed. 

The Chief Secretary: I beg to 
move that the Bill be read a third time 
and passed. 

The Attorney-General seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a third time a nd· passed. 

Mr. Speaker: I see no harm in 
suggesting that before the thi1rd read · 
ing of Bills is taken there should 
be a short interval of time after a 
Bill has been read a second tjme before 
the third reading is moved, except in 
cases of extreme urgency making- it 
advisable that t he Bill should become 
law as early as possible. This pi·actice 
would allow mistakes or omissions 
in a Bill being rectified. After a Bill has 
been read a thi,rd time and passed we 
cannot 150 back 1nto committee if there 
were something left to be considered. 

Items 3, 4, 5 and 6 will be post­
poned. 

C TNEMATOGRAPH ( AMENDMEN'I') BILL 

The Attorney-General: 
move the first reading 
intituled : 

I beg to 
of a Bill 

"An Ordinance further to amend the 
Cinematograiph Ordinance with respect 
to the granting of licences.'' 

The Fi<nancial Secretary secor,ded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the first time. 

The Attorney-General: 
move the suspensi1on of 
Orders to allow this Bill to 
through all its stages today. 

I beg to 
Standing­
be taken 

The Financial Secretary seconded. 

Mr. Speaker: Does this Bill have 
somethic11g to do wit h safety? 

The Attorney-General: This Bill, 
Your Honour, does not require the 
granti1ng of new certificates: it merely 
requires the same certificates to be 
given by different persons. 

Qtrestion. put, and agreed to. 

Standing Orders suspended. 
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'.l'he Attorney-General: I beg to 
move that the Bill be read a second 
time. 

'fhe Financial Secret_ary seconded. 

Q4est ion put, and agreed to. 

Bill r~ad a second time. 

COUNCIL IN COMMI'I'TEE 

Cotlncil resolved itself into Com 
mittee to consider the Bill clause b~• 
dause. 

Clause 2-Arnendrn,ent of Section 5 
of the P1•incipal Ordin­
ance. 

The Attorney-General: I would 
like to move ·a· sli:ght amendment to 
sub-clause (2C ) , that a comma be 
inserted after the word " Health" in 
the second line, and the words " their 
sel'vants or agents" be substiituted for 
the words "or -any person authorised 
by him." 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Amendment carried. 

Clau/le 3-lnscrtion of new schedules 
• ·in the Principal Ordinance. 

Mr. Ramphal: I think the word.,: 
"redesig-nating" and " redesignated" 
should carry a hyphen. 

The Attorney-General: I think the 
hon. Member was once a schoolmaster. 

The Council resumed . 

The Attorney-General: I move that 
this Bill be now read a third time and 

. ]1'.IBSecl. 

The F'inancial Secretary seconded. 
Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a third time_ and p~ssed 

CpST,QMS OJtpER IN COUNCI,L No. 45 OF 

19.54 

The Fin.a.ncia1 Secretary: I beg to 
move the foifowjng motion standing in 
my name on the Ord_e1' Paper-

That thii, Council in terms of Section 
9 of the Cµstoms (Consolidation) Ordin­
ance, 1952 ENo. 69) confirms Order in 
Council No. 45 of 1954 which was made 
on th\! } 7tl). of A\/,&~:St, 1954, and publ_ished 
jn i4e Gazette of the 28th of August, 
1954. 

I ga;ve notice of this motion yes­
terday ap.d Members, I think, would 
recall that earlier this year a Mission 
of F.O.A. Experts arritved in the Coi­
ony and offered us technical assistance. 
With the pei·mission of Her Majesty's 
Government this Goyernment has 
e11t~red into an agreement with the 
United States of America in connecti.on 
with the asi,istance to this Colony bv 
F.0.A.. tE:chnicians. In that agreement 
this Colopy und~1-takes to allow those 
experts c.ollling in to assis_t us with our 
development programme to obtain their 
supplies, equipment and materials as 
well as their personal and household 
effects free of duty. Unfortunately our 
Customs (Consolidation) Ordinance 
makes no pr.ovision for the free entry 
of the items whi.ch I have just 
mentioned, but under section 18 of that 
Ordinance the Governor in Council ·has 
power to make an Order to that effect. 
This Order which I will now read was 
made by the Governor in Council on the 
17th day of Au,gus,t, 1954, an.d was pub­
lished in the Gazette on the 2.8th day 
of August, 1954: 

"Under sectiqn 8 (b) of the Customs 
(Consolidation) Ordinance, 1952, it is 
hereby ordered by the · Governor in 
Council as follows:--

Part nr of the First Schedule to the 
Customs. (Consolidation) as substituted 
by section 4(2) of the Customs Duties 
Ordin~nr;e, 1953, (w}JJ_<,h sups_t~t:a,ted the 
Second Schedule to the Customs Duties 
Ordinance, 1953, for Part m of the First 
Schedule . to the Customs (Consolidation) 
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Ordinance, 1952-), is hereby am·ended by 
the addition thereto after item 54 of the 
following new item-

"55 (1) Supplies, equipment and 
materials introduce·d into the Colony by 
the Foreign Operations Administration 
of the Government of the United States 
of America, either directly or through 
contract w ith any public or prfvate 
organization, for purposes of effectu11ting 
the Agreement for technical ci;J-ope·ration 
reached between the Government of the 
Colony and the Government of the United 
States of America on the 12th day of 
July, 1954: 

(2) P ersonal and household goods of 
all kinds for the personal use of them­
selves and members o'f their families, 
imported by personnel of the Govern­
ment of the United States of America. 
whether employed directly by the said 
Government or under contract with a 
public or private organization, in the 
Colony in conn·ection with the technical 
co-operation programme to be carried· 
out pursuant to the Agreement referred 
to in (1) above." 

U11der section 9 of the Customs 
(Consolidation) Ordinance it is required 
that the Order be brought before the 
Legislature for conf i,rmation within 21 
days. It is also prescribed that the 
Legislature has the power to revok<'. 
amend or approve of 'the Order. I 
therefore seek the approval of this 
Council to that Order which I have 
read. On t he Order b eing approved, 
as soon as it is published it would take 
~he place of an Order in Council and 
become a part of the First ,Schedule 
to the· Customs (Consolidation ) Ordin­
D.nce. 11 accordingly move that the Order 
be approved by this Council. 

Mr: Gajra.f seconded. 

Mr. Ramphal: This is the least 
we can do for the people who are doin}! 
~ much for µsi 

.Quest.ion put, and ;}greed to. 

Motion adopt~d una nimously, 

CUSTOMS ORDER TN COUNCIL, No. 46 OF 

1954 

The Financial Secretary: I beg t r, 
move t he following motion-

That this Council in terms of Se::tion 
9 of the Customs (Consolidation) Ordin­
ance, 1952 (No. 69) confinns Order in 
Council No. 46 of 1954 which was madi, 
on the 18th of August, 1954, and published 
in the Gazette of the 4th of September, 
1954, with the following amendment. -
Renumbering of the item added to the 
Schedul~ of Customs (Consolidation ) 
Ordinance, 1952 (No. 69) in the said 
Order as "Item 56.'' 

This motion is very similar to the 
one just adopted and is also brought 
under the Customs (Consolidation) 
Ordinance. -It has to do with persons 
entering into contract with t he Gov­
ernment 0£ this Colony and such con­
tract which have been entered iinto 
before by t his Colony. Provision is now 
being made in respect of cont'racts 
recent)~, entered into in co·nnection 
with t he development schemes for 
supplies a nd equipment to b e ob­
tained in the Colony free of duty. The 
Customs (Consolidation) Ordinance 
does no't make provision in its Schedule 
for the exempt-ion from duty of eqt1i.p-­
TT'ent which may be imported by the 
contractors fo1· use in connection witr; 
t heir contracts. The Governor in Coun 
cil under section 8 of the Customs 
(Consolidation) Ordinance made an 
Order on the ::.8th day of August, 1954, 
}'I nd it wns published in the Gazette on 
the 4th day of September, 1954. · In 
accordance with section 9 of the Ordin­
ance it L'l now br ought to this Council 
for ratification. There is a slight 
error in the Order. The item is num­
bered "55 '' instead of "56", and I ask 
this Council to allow me to amend it by 
substituting "56" for "55". The ·item 
1n t he Order reads: 

"56 Material and equipment inrnorted 
by any person for th!! pUI1pose of ~arry­
ing out any works in pursuance of any 
contract between suQh person - and the .- . 
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Government of the ·colony, where the 
Comptroller is satisfied that such 
materials and equipment are necessary 
for the performance of such contract and 
that such contract provides that such 
material and equipment shall be exempt 
from import duties of Customs; 

Provided that on the completion of 
such works the importer shall be l iable 
to pay existing rates of duty on al!L 
material not used up, and on all equip­
ment unless such material or equipment 
is re-exportt;!d." 

Subject to the amendment which 1 
have made I ask this Council to approve 
of the Order I have just read. 

Mr. Gajraj I beg to second t he 
motion and merely to say that we are 
r epairing an omission in the Customs 
(Consolidation) Ord>inance which is a 
ver y desirable feature. 

. Mr. Ramphal: I wonder if I may 
be permitted at this stage to put in a 
plea to the hon. the Financial Secretary 
who has charge of the Customs Depart­
ment for those schools in the Colony 
which import exercise b ooks with their 
own names printed on them? In the 
dayR when I was running a school those 

Mr. Speaker: I do n.ot think t hat 
is quite the proper channel. The hon. 
the F inancial Secretary may see his 
way to pass it on to the Comptroller. 
It is a matter of revenue. 

The Financia l Secretary: I make 
a note of what t he hon. Member has 
said and will go int o it and see if the 
concession can be granted. 

Mr. Speaker: These books do not, 
I ·hope, include undesirable publications. 
(Laughter ). 

Mr. Ramphal : No, Sir. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion car ried unanimously. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMAIT'ES, JUNE & 
JULY, 1954 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move the following motion-

That this Council approves of • the 
Supplementary Estimates for June (2) 
and July, 1954, which have been laid on 
the table. 

bool<s used to come in free of duty. I I also gave notice yester day that I 
understand under the Schedule these proposed to ask this Council to adopt 
l'chools have to pay duty on those these supplementary schedules of esti­
books just t he same as exercise mates. These sci1edules have all been 
hooks coming in for sale in the gone into by Finance Committee and, as 
book stores. Exercise books with the far as I can recall, there are no contro-
name of a school printed on them belong versial itt•ms in foe schedules. The 
t.o t hat school and are ha nded out to t he schedule for June amounts 1.o 
children of that particular sch ool. I $507,218.82 and consists of Revotes, 
want to make a special plea to the hon. $85,000, Extraordinary Items, $307,654 
the Financial Secretary on this occa- .:md Excess of Recurrent Votes, $24,244-
sion to see t hat the old facilities and There is provision for Land Settlement, 
privileges be re-bestowed on our $207,000 of which 180,000 has already 
schools. been provided for land sites. 

Mr. Speaker: Have you made 
application to the Comptroller? 

Mr. Ramphal: I have gone a 
little higher-to the Member in chiirge 
of- t he Department, 

The sci1edule . for July amounts· to 
$217,431. Revotes amount t o $23,423, 
Extraordinary Items, $128,603 and new 
r ecurn·nt l'Xcesses , $65,495. As I have 
i;aid, I do not recall there are any con­
troversial • items in the tschedules of 

I -
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which I have just given a sumµiary. 1 
ask tnis Council to approve of these 
supplementary schedules of expenditure. 

Mr. Gajraj seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

$UPPLEMEWARY DEVELOPMENT 
ESTIMATES 

MAY-JULY, 1954 

The F inancial Secretary: 
tc; move· the following mot il>n -

1 beg 

That this Council approves of the 
Su.pplementary Development Estimates 
for May, June and July, 1954, which have 
been laid -on the table. 

Since ihe main development 
estimates were passed some time in 
April I have not brought to this Coun­
cil auy supplementary scheduie. I was 
hoping t nat the entire programme 
would have been approvetl by Finance 
Committee, wil ici1 seems to be the best 
course. These stl/I)plemeutary schedules 
have been introduced smc.:e the main 
estimates were passed. The supplemen­
tary schedule for the month of May 
amounted to $1,850,961, divided between 
Postal Department and Public Works 
Department. The schedule for June 
amounted to $2,305,541, distributed be­
tween Agriculture, Geological, Housmg, 
Lauds and Mines, Postal Department 
and Public Works Department. The 
sche<l·ule for July was a much smaller 
amount, $428,612, divided between 
Agriculture, Civil Aviation, Forest, 
.Housing, Lands and Mines, Land 
Settlement and Public ·works Depart­
ment. These schedules wer~ all gone 
into by Finance Commit tee and are 
merely brought for formal approval by 
this Council. 

Mr. Gajraj seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

C'ROWN LANDS (AMENDMENT) 

REGULATIONS, 1954 

Sir Frank McDavid (Member ~or 
Agriculture, Forests, Lands and 
Mines) : I beg to move : 

"That this Council approves of the 
Crown Lands (Amendment) Regulations, 
1954, which have been laid on the table.' · 

This is one of those curious in­
stances of Regulations which have to 
be made untler an enactme11 L made both 
by foe Govemor and by the L<!gislative 
Council. These amending l{egulalions 
were made by the Governor un the 2tith 
o.f Augt,st, and the Council is now asked 
to approve so t ha t it c,rnld also J.ie 
signifl.ed that they were made in 
this Council. The object of these 
Regula tions is to b1fog t he pro­
visions in regard to royalty and 
cer tain oiher matters into complete con­
formity with t he F orest Regulations. 1 
think I am right in saying that although 
t he Crown forests are now under the 
jurisdict ion of the Forest Depar tment 
tiiere are certain areas which still re­
mam under t he control of tile Commis­
sioner of Lands and Mines. Those areas 
are particularly those lands on the 
coasLal stret cn and along ti1e banks of 
certain rivers; for e:JGample the Abary, 
Mahaicony and Mahaica, a nd also lands 
whici1, it is expected, will puss into 
agricult ur e in foe not too distavt future. 
Consequently, two sets of Regulations 
have to be kept in force, and, as Mem­
bers will appreciate, it is extremely 
necessary that they should be in bar­
mony one with the other. 

'The most important of tiiese Regula­
tions is Regulation 5 whi.,ch reproduces 
in the Crnwu Lands Regulations the 
Schedule of rates of royalties which are 
allea<ly in force under the Forest l{egu­
lati,ons, and have been in force s ince 
the 1st of April, 1954. They have been 
operative iu both Departments but it is 
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necessary to put ourse)ves in order b:v 
including them in the Crown Lands 
Regulations. 

The other· Regulations are benefi­
cent in their pu1-:pose, . though their 
oqject does not appear by reading the 
flegulations themselves. For example, 
Regulation 2 of the Principal Regula­
hons · is b·eing amended by the 
insertion of a new sub-regulation (5), 
t i1e object uf \Vhich is to remove the 
liability for payment of a fee of $5 in · 
the case of applications for wood-cuttinp; 
leases or licences. Undei· the Forest 
Regulations ,10 such fee is payable, and . 
it is desired to .be as generou;; under 
t he Crown Lands Regulatlons. The 
object of the ·amendment is to make it 
unnecessary to demand payment of any 
fee in foe case of such app1ication.s, 
~xcept where a survey fee is required. 

Regulation 3 substitutes for the 
words "twelve months" tile words "two 
years" in Regulation 48 of the· Priaci­
pal Regulatioas. The effect of that is 
that where an application is made for 
a. renewal of a leasa the term of the 
renewal will be two years instead of 
t,wlve months. Here again ti1ere is an 
attempt t u . be beneficent. 

Regulation 4 i.s even more gener­
ous. At present t here is a rental pay­
able on a licence or lease of 5 cents per 
acre per annum for the first 2,000 acres, 
and one cent for every acre in excess 
thereof. Under the Forest Regulations 
110 r ental exists, and all that is collected 
is a completel)· nominal fee of one cent 
for every lease for t he period for which 

t h11f lease' iip,pTi(•S, The reasoit for tlmt 
is tiiat the taw Officers advisee! tiiat i11 

the case of a lease of this natme i t is 
necessary to have s :::me rental, however 
trivial. This Regulation me1·ely au­
thorises a charge of one cent and nut 
the rentnl cha rge which exif1ts. 

Ti1ere is nothing else in these 
ame11d111g Regulations to which I need 
draw the Council's attention. 'l'he rates 
of royally have been in force sin ct' the 
1st of April, 1954, and royalty has 
actually been collected on that basi1S by 
both Depanments. The whole object of 
t i1ese amendments is to bring the 
operation::; of the two Departri1ents into 
harmony. T move that the Regulations 
be approved. 

Tl\e Financial Sectelaty ·seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Regulaii011s ,Lpproved. 

Mr. Speal~er: The question of ad­
.1oun1me11t arises again. In the House 
of Commons there are seasonal ses~ions, 
and recesses are taken accordingly. For 
instance, t here is an adjournment for 
the Easter a11d Whitsun holidays. There 
is no such practice here. I would be glad 
if Members would give this matter 
3ome attention. 

Sir Frank McDavid': Are you 
thinking of adjourning for thP Christ­
mas holidays now, Sir? 

Mr. Speaker: No. I will atljoul'n .. 
t he Council sine die . 

.a.i ~ 


