







































































113 Budget

power for this country. It has taken
vears of constant repetition to veach
this stage. I vemember also one
legislater who is not with us now, the
late Joseph Eleazer in his typical
style saying to me, “Boy, you going
to get electricity cheap—as cheap as
you buy potatoes!” In those days
potatoes were very cheap. In 1947
they took soundings. As a tangible
step forward a licence has now been is-
sued— from the potential to the kinetic.
The benefits which we will derive from
that may not be seen today, but the
experience which they will gain and
maybe from the mistakes which they
will make, one looks forward to the
time when we will have many more
licences issued for the development of
hydro-electric power in British Gui-
ana.

Reference has ulso been made in
ihe Budget to the reported deposits
of iron ore in the County of Essequibo,
and the Treasurer says that the area
algo appears to be oil bearving. This, at
first blush, sounds like an old tune, sinee
one has been hearing about the pos-
sibility of oil production in British Gui-

1a for many years. Now that there
are these stimulating investigations
about development, however, and with
Departments having experts to give
us considered opinions on these sub-
jects, we might know once aud for all
whether the aress which are suspected
io be oil bearing ave so ot not, and
if they are, whether it would be an
economic proposition fo proceed with
further investigations.

There are several heads which T
propose to speak on when we reach the
Commitiee stage, but I would ask
your permission, Sir, fo mention tw"o
or three heads in parileular at this
moment. The fivst deals with the
Taw Officers” Departmepnt. 1 do not
know if myv hon. Friend is quite cor-
rect when he says that the Law
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officers would charge people with o3
loading their vehicles. That would

a new and added duly to the alre:
very heavy burden which they ca:
There iz no doubt about it, that w
the growth in our population and -
very conspicuous increase in crime,
Law Officers Department lias not
panded in relation to all the exist
circumstances. Wheu one looks at
wealth of legislation which hag i
enacted from time to fime in t
Colony—most of it relating to labc
matters—that In itself is a high f{
bute and eommendation fo the huw.
the Attorney-General for the services
which he and his Department have
rendered Lo thig Colony of British Gui-
ana threugh both placid and lempesi-
uous times. I think that ihe recommen-
dations made in Finance Commitiee
should bhe implemented and that as-
sistance in whatever form ihe head of
the Department deems fit should be
given to him.

1 desire to take this opportunity,
uinusual as it iz, to pay public tribute
te the head of this Departmenl—a man
who, although uot a Guianese, has done
more perhaps ithan many real Guian-
ese for the benefit of thiy Colony. (Ap-
plauge). People usually have short
mermories; they remember for the present
but forget very easily in the future.
This Department hag done valuable
work in keeping the very high and lofty
ideals and traditions up to the stan-
davrd which one would expect to find in
4 DBritigh country.

The other Departmeut to which 1
would refer is one fo which reference
has already been made by the hon. Mr.
Sugrim Singh, and T do hope thai the
recommendations nnanimously made in
Finanece Committee with respect to it
will also be implemented. T refer to
the Magistrates Department, where cne
feels that something should be dons to
give some temporary relief, so to speak,








