127 Members Present

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Thursday, 11th December, 1941.

The Council met at 10.30 a.m. pursuant
to adjournment, His Excellency the
Governor, Sir GorpoN LersEM, K.C.M.G.,
President, in the Chair.

PRESENT,
The Hon. the Colonial
Mr. G. D. Owen, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
E. O. Pretheroe, K.C,, M.C.

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E., (Nominated
Unofticial Member).

The Hon. J. S. DZLsh, Director of Agri-
culture.

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C., (New
Amsterdam).

Secretary,

The Hon. E. F. McDavid, M.B.F.
Col nial Treasurer.
The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E.,

(Nominated Unotlicial Member),

The Hon. W. A. D’Andrade, O.B.E,,
Comptrollér of Customs.

The Hon. N. M. Maclennan, Director of
Medical Services.

The Hon. M. B. Taing, O.B.E., Com-
missioner of Labour and Local Govern-
nient.

The Hon.
Engineer.

The Hon. B. R. Wood, Conservator of
Forests.

The Hon. F. Ogle, Director of Educa-
tion (Acting),

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E,
(Georgetown Central).

The Hon. J. Eleazar (Berbice River).

The Hon.}J. Gonsalves, O.B.E., (George-
town South).

The Hon. J. I. De Aguiar (Central
Demerara).

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh (Dem-
erara-Essequebo);

G. O. Case,

Consulting
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The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western Ber-
bice).

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North Western
District).

The Hon. J. W. Jackson (Nominated
Unolticial Member).

The Hon. F. A. Mackey (Nominated
Unoflicial Member).

The Ion. T. 1t ee (Essequebo River).

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western Ksse-
quebo).

MINUTES.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 10th of Deceaiber,
1941, as printed and circulated, were
confirmed.

PAPER LAID.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr.
G. D. Owen) laid on the table the follow-
ing report :—

Report of the Committee appointed to con-

sider the question of restoring grants for Mis-
sions in this Colony.

ORDER OF THE DAY,

Tne PRESIDENT : Before proceeding
with the Order of the Day I would like to
make one comment on the debate yester-
day as to a point on the framing of the
Estimates. The hon. Col mial Secretary
and the lion. Colonial Treasurer have
agreed with me that it way be useful
somewhere in the Estimates to show
clearly how the Budget balances as
between Revenue and Annual Recurrent
Expenditure. I do not want to go to a
great deal of trouble in reprinting the
sections in which that disc:imination can
be shown. It will be sufficient to do it
on the first page which shows—I think
you callit—A General Statvment of Assets
and Liabilities. I propose to do that, as
it will only involve the reprinting of but
one page of the Estimates.

We will now proceed with the Oeder of
the Day. A motion has been.accepted
that the Council proceeds in Committee of
the whole Council to consider the Esti-
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mates for the year 1942, If that motion
is still agreeable to hon. M ewbirs I
propose to declare the Council in Com-
mittee.

The Council resolved itself into Com-
mittee apd precceded to consider the
Estimates of Kxpenditure to be defrayed
from Revenue during the ye v ending 31st
Decenber, 1942 which have been laid on
the table.

ESTIMATES 1942.

GOVERNOR.
Item 1 (e)—Trivate Secretary, $1,920.
Mr. DrAGUIAR: May I cnquire
whether there is a vacancy here, and
whether this +mount of $1,920 is being
paid to s-meone who has been appointed
to this post? It is common knowledge
that at the pre ent moment there is a
Class III. Clerk and an Assistant Super-
intendent of Po ice carrying out the duties
of that post. I am wondering whether it
is propesed to appoint some ther persin

to carry out the duties of Private
Scere-ary.
Tue CHATRMAN: T have taken on

the arrangement made by my imme‘liate
predecessor, Sir Wilfrid Jackson, and T do
not propcse any change as it seems to be
one very suitable. Both officers are very
fully occupied, T can assure the hon. Mem-
ber. I have not really consideied any
change, and I prefer at the present to leave
the arrangemen' as it is,

Mr. DrAGUIAR:
Leing utilized ?

Then this vote is

Tar CIIATRMAN : It is being fully
utilized. I thiok the explanation is that
the officers are receiving this amount
Letween them and half of theirs ubstantive
salaries, Is that so?

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY : That
is the original arrangement and it is be-
ing continued.

Mr. DEAGUIAR: T ouly wanted to
know whether the money is being spent.

Tak CHATRMAN ¢ T can say that isco,
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Mr. JACOB: I beg to move the reduc-
tion of the entire vote under this Head by
oune dollar in ovder to make certain obser-
vations, I think, I am in order. In the
first instance while we welcome the
presence of His Majesty’s Representative
to preside over this #ssembly, I ihink it
is below the dignity of His Majesty’s Re-
presentative to sit in this Chamber while
the Estimates are being debated. I would
be far more desirable and, I think, it is
the majority opinion in this Colony that
a Speaker should be appointed to occupy
the Chair in this Legislative Council. I
do not know what other hon. Members
will have to say aboutit. Perhaps I stand
alone, but T would like to say that I took
the opportunity to go through the whole
Colony holding meetings al various places
together with the hon. Member for Esse-
qulbo River (Mr. Lee), who unfortunately
is not here, and we have public opinion
behind us —I may say 90 or 95 per cent,
of the people. It is a question which I
think should be g'ven consideration a little
later on. I have been authorized by my
constituency and so am obliged to read a
resolution that was passed there onthe 3rd
July, 1941, T would like at the outset 10
say that any critic'sm I make in this
Council must be considered as wholly im-
perscnal. T have aduty to perform and,
as I have stated on several occasions, [
am compelled to carry out that duty.
The resolution reads as tollows :

That the Imperial Government be asked to
refund every cent received by Sir Wilfrid

Jackson from this country as salary, emolu-
ments, etc.,, as he had not earned it.

T want to say that T took no partin the
matter (laughter).

Ter CHATRMAN : I would just like
to say that the hon. Member has wmoved
the reduction of the vote by one dollar in
order to raise certain pouints, one «f which
I can answer immevdiately, The other is
a motion which he cannot move now.

Mr. JACOB: Iam reading a resolution
that was moved in my constituency and
that I was asked to mention in this Coun-
cil so that a rccord can be made of it.
The res-lution was carried to my surprise
unanimously at a meetingconvened for the
purpose, and I was speua.llv requested nut
only to read it but to do something further
in this Council: I dowot think, however,
I gan do unything more than read the
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resolution and let it be placed on record
so as to show the feelings of the people in
some parts of the Colony at least. I
should like to say further tha' a ¢ py of
the resvlution was submitted to-the Colo-
nial Secretary in a letter from me dated
Sth July, 1941.

Tee CHAIRMAN : The only part that
is relevant in the hon. Member’s remarks is
that dealing with the President of Council.
If the hon. Member would do me the hon-
our of reading my speech to the Couuacil
on the opening day, he would see that I
myeelf made soma such proposal without
knowing anythiug of the opinion in this
Colony. I am quite prepared, when we
come to suggest the putting of a resolution
dealing with the Constitution, to accept
a clause that the Governor should not be
President of the Legislative Council.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: T do not know
whether the hon. Member refers to the
whole payment to your predecessor or
only to the amount which should have
been deducted for Income Tux. I do not
know what he is getting at, when he refers
to the refund of the whole salary.

Tee CHAIRMAN: It seems to be
quite clear. It is intended that the whole
sum paid as remuneration should be re-
funded by the Imperial Government.

Ttem 3—Transport on Official Visits,
$1,000.

Mr. DE AGUIAR: In view of the fact
that Your Excellency has expressed a desive
and willingness to do & greater amount of
travelling than has been done by previous
Governors and also in view of the fact that
the people welcome such visits, I am won-
dering whether the figure of $1,000 for 1942
is sufficient. Tt is not within the province
of an Unofficial Member to move an
increase, but I think that as the result of
a suggestion the item may be carried out
at $1,5600.

Tar CHAIRMAN: Only $611 was
spent. in 1940. I have no detsils of what
I have spent 10 date ; it mav be consider-
able. The hon, Colonial Treasurer may
have an idea as to the adequacy of the
vofe.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: May
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I suggest that afier trying out the vote,
if Your Excellency requires more money
we may »pproach the Council by way of
a supplementary estima'ec., I am uoab'e
to sayv whether %1,000 is adequate,

Tee CHAIRMAN: It is far betber to
do it now and save paper in the issue of
special warrants. Has the hon. Colonial
T'rea-urer any idea ?

Mr. Mc DAVID (Colonial Treasuver):
I tlink the amount of the vote is too small,
cspecially if Your Excellency intends to
travel around the country districts. This
vots merely applies to normal transport,
I sugg st that the votc be increased by ab
least onc-half.

Tiur CHAIRMAN : That is my own
feeling, but I did not want to say go. If
one is to use the Air Service which is
something very rewarkable in this Colony,
I doubt if this vote would suffice, I am
quite prepared to keep myself within any
vote the Council fixes, but if I travel
around then I must ask to be given what
to travel with,

Mr. De AGUIAR: Thatis what I am
zealously endeavouring to safeguard—the
privilege of Members of this Council in
the matter of Government spending money
without cove ing authority.

Tar COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
move that the amount of the item be in-
creagsed from $1,000 to $1,500.

Mr. MACKEY : T amn in entire agree-
meot th.t the vole should be increased to
$1,500, but surely this is un item which
can be brought up every month., If I
remember rightly, Your Excellency made
the suggestion that you should have a
meeting once a fortuight or month with
the Unoflicial Members. The item can be
dealt with then and passed. Iam in fav-
our that more travelling should be done
not ouly by the Governor of the Colony
but by the various Heads of Guvernment
Departments as well.

Triz CHAIRMAN : It is quite true we
can deal with it in the way suggested, but
if you are sure thit the vote is not cnough
it is wiser to inctease it now and 8ave
paper and time in doing it later,

Mr. MACKEY : If it is found necessary
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at any time that more money is required,
that is a matter which can be brought up
before the Finsnce Committee lnter on.
I entirely agree tht the amount should be
increased, and I cmphssize t'as more
travelling should be done by Heads of
Departments,

Question put, and agrced to.

Item passed as amendcd.

LEGISLATURE,

Mr. JACOB : I beg to move the reduc-
tion of this vote by one dollar in order
to make certain observations under this
Head. In thefirst place, Your Excellency,
a suggestion had bheen made on several
occasions previously that the attendance
of Members in this Chamber would be
better if the huurs of sitting were changed.
I merely raise it to-7ay to show that it may
be advisable later on to have the sittings
begiuning at 1 p.m. and continuing to 4 or
5 p.m, or to some other time in the eve-
ning. I think it is rather inconvenient to
Jegal practitioners who are Members of this
Council to cowe here during a Session from
10.30 or 11 a.m. until 4 pm. It cannot
be disputed that the att:ndance of Jegal
Members of this Council has not been very
satisfac'ory. So farss I am concerned I
have always attended here fairly punctually
and regularly, but I think it will be far
more desirable to haie one sitting in the
afternoon, as Members would like to do
some private work between 9 a.m. and 1
p.m. and then attend the sitting of the
Council in the afternoon. I would like to
hear an expression of opinion by other
Members so that therc can be a record of
it.

Further I think I am within my right—
1 am just feeling my way at the moment
—to refer to the change of tho Constitu-
tion and tho a tendance of Members here.
I am strongly of the opinion that the con
stitution of this Council particularly in the
passing of the Estimates should be some-
what different. Maybe there are very
good reasons for having the present con-
stituted Council sitting, but when it is
remembered that suggestions have been
made since June or May and here we are
in December while Your Exceliency has
made certain pronouncemeuts, the whole
country is not at all easy over the propos-
ed changes and what has been done at the
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present time., This is the only place where
Members can express the views of the
people of this Colony, and when some of
those views cannot be expressed for obvious
reasons then onc must feel compelled to
m ke reference to the fact. I had the un-
fortunate expericnce of retiring from this
Council for & few hours, The day prior to
that Thad also the unfortunate experience
of being the only Member of this Council
who voted against the confirmation of
Miunutes, which to my mind was highly
irregular. I have always stuck ous, sir,
for order and the proper conduct of affairs
in this Couueil,

Those mi .utes have been confirmed, but
I propuse to refer that matter through,
you to the Secretary of State for the Col-
onies to show how this Council, constitu-
ted as it is and with the advice that it
gets, can confirm minutes that do not
represent the correct procedure or the
correct happenings when that meeting
was held. T stated then that thero was a
way of correcting or amending minutes,
but the highly irregular way adopted in
this Council with every Member present
then voting foritaiauses me tremendously.
I claim to know a little about minutes and
something about Companies’ Law too,and I
am not a lawyer too. Minutes are correct
records of what happens but this Legislative
Assembly has confirmed minutes that do
not give correctly what happened at that
time. Maybe I have no redress, but why
di-1 this Government not want to confirm
the correet minutes ? I tabled and asked
certain questions but four of them have
been deleted from the minutes. If it
would emburrass Government to answer
those questions it might have said so in its
usual pet phrase *It is not in public
interest to answer those questions.” That
strikes at the root of this Assembly. I
maintain that it does.

I have been threatened with ecrim-
inal libel because I attempted to
criticize and ask that certain things be
investigated. One hon. Member of this
Council, who is a Member of Executive
Couucil, got up and threatened an Elected
Member with criminal libel. I would
like to be put in gaol for criminal libel. I
want him to repeat that outside this
Chamber. Because I dared to ask that
the government bz run in the cleanest
possible fashion I have been threatened
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with criminal libel and all kinds of things
in this Council. T cherish too highly the
privileges of this Council, and T ask that in
future a little more care be taken ss to
how we proceed with the business of this
country in this Legislative Council, The
Constitution is to be changed very sho:tly,
and the personnel of this Legislature is
also to be changed. I hope it will be done
very rapidly and that the public will
regain confidence in this Legislature. I
have addreessed several letters to the
Government on this que-tion andI have
taken care to collect public opinion on
it. Public opinion is definitely against
vhe constitutiou of this Legislative Council
as it is at present, and it is hoped th:t
Government will see the advisability of
having this Council properly constituted
at no distant date,

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : T would just .like
to say that the suggestion by the hon,
Member for s change in the hours of
sitting of this Couuncil is one, I trust,
Government will give some considerati n.
I speak not only as a legal Member
because from my various other activities
this year I do not think I have done much
legal work and I have been told so by the
clerks in my office. However, I do think
that the hours of sitting of the Council
cause & certain amount of inconvenience,
while one does not care to say anything
about it, It is true that legal Members of
Council are treated with some courtesy in
the Courts in order that they may attend
the sittings of the Council, but thereis
some inconvenience caused not only to
legal Members but to other Members of
this Council as well.

Mr. PEER BACCHAUS: I do nut
subscribe to the views of the two hon.
Membeis who have spoken. I happen to
be a Member from the East, and when I
leave home to attend the meetings of the
Legislative Council I have to remain all
the time in town. I therefore prefer to
give the whole of my time when away
from home to the business of the Councii
rather than to spend half a day doiog
nothing. I would remind the hon.
Members that when they decided to give
public service they knew they would have
to make some sacrifice. I do think that
much of the time spent in this Council can
be lessened a great deal, and I wish hon.
Members will bear that in mind in their
consideration of the Estimates,
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Mr. DeE AGUIAR : I would not have
risen but for the appeal on behalf of the
legal Members and the plea for the country
Me ubers, and I think I am entitled to
plead for the commercial Members. I
caunot see that it is convenient for com-
mercial men to come here and spend half
a day as suggested by the hon, Member
for North- Western District (Mr. Jac)b).
It means that commercial men will have
to divorce themselves from their businesses
for a whole afternoon, Time may not be
valuable to a legal man but it is very
valuable to the comercial man, I am
not telling tales out of school when I say
that commercial Mexbers leave here at 4
o’clock in the afternoons and go back to
their offices and try to finish up what work
is there to be done. It is t ue that we
find it incoavenient to be here, but that is
a matter for us to decide. Perhaps we
may suggest that we sit on Sundays. One
hon, Member had in mind our sitting here
in the evenings, but I would remind him
that when that was done there was
a special reason for it. No one would like
to come here in the evening to consider
estimates and listen to drowsy speeches.
Unless the meetings are wade very attrac-
tive I do not think I would welcome com-
ing here night after night and hearing
some of the speeches made here even in-
cluding those made by me.

The present hours are all right, unless
we decide to sit longer in the mornings
and go away. If we sit only from 9 a.m
to 12 noon and do not come back for the
balance of the day, that would suit me best,
but that would only prolong the meetings
of the Council. At the present moment
we sit for four hours—two hours in the
morning—from 10.30 to 12.30—and two
hours in the afternoon—from 2 to 4 —and
those hours, I submit, are very convenient
to all concerned, even the lawyers find
them so. I see a good many of them here
today, and those who are not here have
some special fixture which has caused their
absence, and we cannot be guided by that.

Mr, C. V. WIGHT : I have only risen to
say that I thought when the hon. Member
referred to commercial Members returning
to their business houses after 4 o’clock in the
afternoons and doing work, he would have
added that in future any legislition coming
before this Council in respect of the work
done in business houses after 4 o’clock
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should exclude the staff or shop assistants.
I take it that is taken for granted.

Tue CHAIRMAN : I do not think we
should enter into a debate on this question
now. We may discuss very fully at an-
other time this matter of the hours of sit-
ing of the Council. Personally, I would
like to see it pursued. 1 raised it the
first day I presided over tho Council, and
T was wpeaking then entirely from a selfish
point of view and was not thinking of the
hon. Member for Western Berbice (Mu.
Peer Bacchus). I just raised it as in the
Mother of Parliameunts it was found that a
great number of the Members could not do
their other work unless they had the morn-
ing hours firee; therefore Parliament does
not meet in the mornings. I find myself
in the same position. I have to come
here and sit for four hours a day, giving
up a part of the morning and a pait of
the afternoon, and I find it diflicult to get
through with my other work. T went to
bed this morning at hnlf past one o’clock
because I had to spend the whole evening
in readiug documents on what took place
during the day. I am d¢xpressing a
personal opinion, but there are a number
of Government Officers sitting here whose
work is piling up in their offices and 1
would like to hear them speak for them-
selves. Anyway, let ug discuss it at some
convenient time later.

The question of the Constitution has
been raised. We are going to disvuss
that later and do it very fully. I hope to
have something done in the next few
weeks or months.  Before we can come o
any decision there is a considerable deal
to be done, even hefore the first change
which is the abolition of the 1 rae Official
membership. The hon. Member for North-
Western District (Mr. Jacob) I take it, is
not pressing his amendment having
had his say.

Mr. JACOB: Yes. T only moved the
reduction for that purpose.

Tue CHAIRMAN: The amendment
being withdrawn we will proceed to pass
the whole of Item 1.

Question put, and agreed to.

AGRICULTURE,

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY
There are two matters T want to refer to
before wo deal with sub-items (1) to (16)
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on page 3. With regard to (2)—* Deputy
Director of Agriculture”’—I would like to
state for the information of the Council
that it is Government’'s intention to take
steps to have this post filled as early as
possiblein the coming year. T mention that
because an undertaking has been given
that the post will oot be filled without
Government first informing this Council
of its intention.

With regard to the abolition of the post
of « Botanist and Plant Fathologist " and
the substitution of the new post of
¢ Curator, Botanic Gardens”, in view of
what was said by one hon. Member yester-
day I would like to inform bim that it is a
recommendati n not only made by the
Agricultural Adviser to the Comptroller
for Development and Walfare in the West
Tndies but by the Comptroller himself. B..th
strongly advise that the post of « Botanist
and Pl nt Pathologist ” be not filled but
that the post of ¢« Curator, Botanic
Gardens ” be created.

Tag CHAIRMAN: There will bea
saving as the result of the change!

Tiue COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,

a small saving in salary.

Mr. ELEAZAR : I donot want to rise
over and over again on account of iy
state of health, and so I will just speak
gencrally on the Head and refer to one or

two items on these estimates. Before I
commence to speak, I may tell Your
Excellency a story I have read. It is the

story of a lawyer who always, when he had
a very bad case and was addressing the
Court, worked himself up into a state of
cmotion until he burst into tears, The
old Judge on one occasion said to him « Oh,
Mr. So—and—~o, you do nut mean to say
you are coming with that old stunt again !”
“ Yes, Your ITonour,” the lawyer réplied,
“hut every time I have a new jury ”.

Sowme of the old stunts that will come up
heve you will excuse me for staging, because
1 have you and the new Member on my
left (Mr. Ogle, acting Director of Educa-
tion) as ancw jury. (laughter),

I do not understand this Department.
It has great mathematicians. The Head
of this Department will get up here and
tell you nought from nought leaves fifty-
two, but he will not put the minus sign
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before it. During the last ten years the
expenditure of this Tepartment has risen
from $112,000 to $168,000. What have
we got for it? We a'e told, despite all the
things that we have vrewn here before and
are growing to-day, that nothing can grow
here except rice and sugar—two things that
have been growing here all slong and very
well before the present Director undertook,
as he said, to reorganize the Department.
Cotton was a special product of this
country before sugar became king, but we
are told that it cannot bs produced liere
now, and the reason :given for leaving
cotton alone is that labour is not sutfcient.
Cotton ruled until the time when compet-
itive prices hecame too strong and then
sugar came and t-ok over, and most of the
people went off to sugar. There were
other things grown here as well. At a
time like this when a war is on and there
are several things we cannot get from
abroad such as, jams, jellies and things of
that kind, and when we are making sugar
in this ccuntry and have tropical fruits of
all kinds growing all over the place, it is
possible for the Director tn show lis
metal. We have a band of highly
specialired men, a highly specialised a* d
cxpensive stalf in this Department, and at

a time like this we cannot hear the
Department say: « We are going to

produce jams and jellies to take the place
of the imported articles”. Nothing is
dune and yet we get an increasein the
estimates of this Department.

To show how things are done in this
Department: Two or thr e years ago
this Council after a long debat: seri usly
decided to try the curing of tobacco in
this ccuutry. We knew th t tobacco can
grow here very well. The Aboriginal
Indians know m rve about that than ay-
body else, and everyone on the coastlands
knows that we can grow tobacco here.
One scientist once said that we arve growing
tobacca here better than in Havana, and
he gave the scientific reason for that. Ie
said that the tobacco grown here is thinner
than that grown in Havana. It was decided
that this Guvernment should get an expert
who can cure tobacco, and this Department
was charged with the responsibility of
bringing that individual iuto the country.
When eventually we got that individual, he
was not from Brazil where they grow tobacco
in galore, not from Cuba which has such
e high repubrtion for tobaceo growing,
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but from the wilds of Africa. I have never
scen that gentleman and I do not know
him, but [ understand he was brought
from Africa, Two gentlemen who are
still living in the County of Berbice,
whose characters are above reproach and
who have been dabbling for some time in
the erowing of tobacco but without success,
approache:l that gentlewan in order to ger
him to help them. That gentleman to'd
them that he did not know how to cure
tolacco but he knew how to grow it in the
field.

Tae COLONI\Y SECRETARY: To
a point of explanation! I think itis only
fair to say that this story has been given
to the Council before 'nd to rem‘nd the
Council of the statement made then. What
the officer said was that he was not au fait
with the curing of “ULlackfat” tobacco,
which i a particular kind of tobacco.

Mr. ELTAZAR: I lave said what
was told to me.

Tone CHAIRMAN : Does the hon,
Member wish to move a motion with

reference to any particular item on page 3
of the KEstimates ?

Mr. ELEAZAR: To save mysclf net-
ting up to speak on every irem I am making
a specch on all,

Tur CHAIRMAN: You are speaking
gencrally on page 3 and not on any parti-
calar item ?

Vv, ELEAZAR : Yes, si~. Tam only
dricwing attention to particular items as I
go along. T was toid that the expert did
not know to cure tobaccu.  Only to-day I
wasg again told that.

Tar CHATRMAN : 1t you desire par-
ticularly to refer to the tobacco industry
we would take it when we get to page 5
where there is an itemi—Tobacco Tndustry
Development. You can keep your remarks
on tobacco until we get to that.

Mr. ELEAZAR: 1 wouald like to do
what you suggest, but I am making a
speech now on general lines. It I am to
speak on every items I will have to maly
several speeches and I have not the encruy
to geb up so often. When I am finished
and we come tQ the items L will not say e
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word. If, however, you prefer the other
way then I will have to do so.

Tee CHAIRVAN: I suggest that if
you have any remarks on the items on
page 3 to make them, but what appears to
be a particular item with a particular pro-
vision on the estimates should be dealt
with when we get to it.

Myr. ELEAZAR : Speaking on the Head
generally, this Department is not pulling
its weight. I expect more from it espec-
ially as its expenditure has been mounting
up from 1931 to the present time. I see
an item—' 10 ¢ gricultural Instructors.”
I understand that the Inspector General
of Agriculture in the West Indies has
actually recommended that there should
be one or two Agricultural Officers in
every district, and so we want 10 Agricul-
tural Instructors now. Your Excellency
will be veiy nuch surprised to learn that
the immedi-te predecessor of the present
Director had men trained by himself and
stationed in all the districts and that they
were cashiered as soon as possible after
the new Director arrived and said he was
reorganising the Department. The men
were sent away and specialists and
’ologists were brought in. It was left to
someone from outside to come along and
say what was the correct thing and that
the Department was doing the wrong
thing a'l the time. T do not know where
we »re going to get the ten men from. I
suppose they are going to be brought from
Timbuctoo. Your Excellency, those men
who were trained by the late Sir John
Harrison were doing a goud jub when they
were got rid of. I do not know whether
the Department is going to begin to train
these ten Agricultural Instructors now vr is
going to seud abroad for them. 'This send-
ing abroad for men for agricultural or any
purpose in this country has not been a
very happy project in times past. We do
not want any more men to come here to
teach people to grow rice and when they
see the plant cannot distinguish it from
grass. That is common knowledge. An
officer when tken into a field of growing
rice said to the man “Why do you not
cut down ull thisgrass ?” The man repli-d :
“This is not grass, boss, this is rice”.
That is the danger when you get men from
abroad. They always come to learn.

This Departmeént more tham any other
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Government Department is like the school-
master in a story I am going to give you.
He had a little boy named John in his
school who showed an aptitude for figures.
One day the Authorities visited the school
—1I suppose the Governor was among them
—and he wanted to show off his scholars.
He called Johu and gave him a simple pro-
blem in arithmetic.—20 she p are in a pen
and five get away, how many remain. John
replied «“ None ”. “ What !” said the mas-
ter, ¢ you don’t know subtraction ? ”” John
replied : “ You know subtractin and I
know sheep ; if one get away ull gone”.
Thiz Department knows ¢ subtraction”
very well, but it does not know ¢ sheep ”,
That is what we have in this Department
here. I do not know if it is absolute
obscurantism, conceit or hypoerisy.
What I donot understand, is what every-
body else in the country sees possible this
Department sees impossible. I read that
the Americans are actually making bauxite
out of some other s uff because of emergency
as it is wanted for war purposes. We don’t
want to take something and make some-
thing else, but there are certain seasons
hers when we have ground provisions in
galore—at this present instance we have a
Jot of rice—and the surplus can be profita-
bly utilised, We get flour from Canada
and U.8.A. and that commodity is scarce,
but I do not hear the Director of
Agriculture say th .t we should get a mill
and make rice flour. I cannot hear him
say we must get » mill and make plantain
flour. Plantain flour is most nutritious
especially for children. The Agricultural
Department with all its ‘ologists sits
tight while the country wants al these
things aod cannot get them. Although
we produce tlie raw material here we have
not got enough brains t» make the fullest
use of it. That is why I say it is
obscurantism. The Department isdece:ving
us and the community and keeping us in
the same position all the time.

There are several items here which I do
not know how the Department is going t»
justify them, but they are here and are
going to be passed. I want this Depart-
mept to understand these things, bat the
Director will not budge. When you tell
himm these things he makes excu es for not
doing them. He takes up the attitude:
“I am Director; I know that you may
grow anybhing other than rice and cane
but let everything elsé go hang”. Aiid
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yet we gc on spending money on this

Department and every yearit is increasing. -

Now that we have an Inspector General f
Agriculture in the West Indies we must
have ten more men to go into the villages
to teach th: perople, but we lad those
men before. Sir Johun Harrison, one of
the greatest scienti ts the West Indies has
ever scen, had them but they wero all
cashiered and sent away after he left.
Those men had been experimenting in the
Dep:rtment for a considerable time and
are now knccking about town hecause the
present Director has been reorganizing
the Department. I do say that we are
not getting valve for the money we are
spending on this Department. We have a
lot of men there und we think they ought
to address their mind: to converting some
of the loctil products into articles which
we cannot get from abroad. We have
pepprrs wasting here and other things of
that nature which can be used in making
pickles  We cannnt get pickles from abroad
now but nothing is done in that direction by
the Department. left to me I will give
everybody in that Departmeut who is
entitled to lump sum and pension their
pension and lump sum and let them go, be-
cause by doing that we will sa' e something.
We are spendiug money on the Department
and are not getting anything for it, and if
we pay thew off we will spend less money
on the Department.

This is a department that Your Excel-
lency has to a ldress your mind to parti-
cularly. Perhaps if that is done in con-
clave with the Directir you would get to
know why he tiied, to my mind, to provido
a coffin when the man is not dead. Your
Excellency, this Department is not doing
us justice. As I said yesterday, I do not
wish to indulge in incrimination or re-
crimination because that cannot carry us
one step further. I make these remarks
so that the Director will sec the possibility
of viewing the picture on the other side as
well.  For years we have been telling him
to look on the other side hut he has taken
no nctice of it 1 think if he does that
the Dapartment will prove more useful to
the country, espec’ally at this time when
we want things which we cannot get from
abroad and which can be produced here,

Dr. SINGIT : Most of the inhabitants of
this Colony, especially the peasant farm-
ers, expressed feelings of hope when this
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Department was inaugurated. They felt
that this Department would assist them to
raise the agricultural standard of the
country and that good would accrue there-
from. Since then I have been sitting in this
Council yveur after year and hearing adverse
criticisms against this Department : that it
is spending huge sums of money, that it is
top-heavy and that theve is nothing to
show for tho money which is being spent.
Jut T still hope that this Department will
be encouraged and given an opportunity
to show its worth. Since the outbreak of
hostilities in Europe the Department very
prudently advised colonists to grow more
food, but I expected as a concomitant to
“grow more food” that some kind of
machinery would have been introduced
whereby the people would be assisted in
the form of an agricultural bank and
co-operative marketing. It is true, sir,
that an agricultural bank is a stupendous
move entailing huge expenditure, but at
the same time I feel it is the only thing
that will assist our agriculturists 1n this
Colony because, I think, it will be based
on a long term credit with the usual re-
pryment system It is true that at the
present time the Co-operative Credit Bank
is giving loans to farmers, but these loans
are for a short term period and the per-
centage of interest is rather high.

As regards marketing, T think the re-
sources of our farmers should be pooled in
the different parts of the country and then
sent to a central place in Georgetown
where they could be sold and after deduct-
ing the expenses the balance given to the
farme s.  But what do you find to.day?
Take for instance the farmers of the Dem-
erara  NRiver District. They come to
Georg-town with their produce and have
to spend two or three duys perhaps in get-
ting a fair price for th ir products. The
wily consumers wait until possibly the last
mo-vent for him t» return home when he
is compelled to sell for little or nothing.
If there is cv-operat.ve marketing much
time will be saved the farmers in the
disposal of their produce and the days they
spend in Georgetown can be beneficially
occupied in doing work on their farms.

We have also to think of juvenile de-
linquents. Their numbers are in the
ascendancy all the time and, T th'nk, their
employment on the land is the ounly solu-
tion to the problem. There are thousands
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of boys and girls leaving school every year,
and therve is not enough encouragement for
them in Water Street. Employment
seems difficult for them to obtain, and the
only solution is the land. If something
can be done whereby these boys and girls
can be attracted to the land, I think it
will save them from becoming delinquents.
After all they are going to be the future
men and women of British Guiana. They
are going to be the citizens of the future,
It is true that the type of training the chil

dren receive at the present timo, perhaps,
makes them look upon agriculture as some
sort of menial vocation, but with modern
implements and mechanised facilities I
think our boys and girls will be willing to
take to the land, I make this suggestion
because we are hopeful that this Colony,
which is in the main an agricultural one,
will progress and the people made better off
by our producing not only enough for our-
selves but for export.

Mr. C.V.WIGHT : With your permission
I propose to quote one or two passages
from the “Journal of the Parliaments of
the Empire” in regard to the policy
adopted in Englandin relation to agricul-
ture, and to enquire of our Department
how that policy is to be continued aud
whether it will not be advisable to set up
a committee to enquire into the various
_legislative enactments which have been
passed for the benefit of agriculture and
also to coalesce certain local Ordinances
and expand them if necessary. I have
referred on several occasions to these
chapters namely, 152, 153 and 155. Yes-
terday I rveferredbriefly to the question of
stabilization of prices with regard espe-
cially to the grower and suggested that if
necessary it might be desirable to subsi-
dize the firmer in various forms. I would
just like to say that these expressions of
opinion are not necessarily mine but have
the authority of no greater person at the
moment than the Minister of ¢ griculture,
and if I may be permitted to make refer-
ence to one or two passagesin the various
journals I have referred to - I have several
of them but I do mnot intend to quote
them all - it may shorten what little I have
to say.

A committee of that sort should sit, T
suggest, and make a report which should
not be treated as is usually done with com-
mittees ’ reports, and that is to take no
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action of their suggestions until four or
five years after. This one will require
immediate action as in the cise of the rice
industry which, T venture to suggest,
assumes greater importance to-day than
in the immediate future by virtue of the
conflict which is now going on in the
Pacific. The Minister of Agriculture—
I take it for granted and am presuming
that hon. Members of Council are fully
aware of. these several passages—has
repeatedly throughout the various debates
stated, but in different words, his policy.
He is reported as saying:

“Farmers would be asked in many cases dras-
tically to alter their normal production and in
all cases materially to increase it. They
must be assured of a market for the increased
products and of a reasonable return for their
increased expenditure.”

Your Excellency has referred to the
appointment of a Marketing Officer. I
take it that it will be part of that officer’s
duties when he arrives here to co-ordinate
the various policies which have been set
up but I think some initial work should
be done bhefore he arrives. I am not for
one moment saying the hon. Director of
Agriculture is not capable, but I do sub-
scribe to the view that one is a specialisg
in a particular branch and another is not.
Again we have the Minister of Agriculture
saying :

“In the course of the next few months they
would have to take steps which were economic
and, from the long term point of view, unwise
but which were forced upon them by the in-
escapable necessities of the situation. They
must ensure themselves against stoppage of
the present importation programme by enemy
action and the only way to do so was by
increasing domestic production.”

T think those words are very apt to this
case. We have a suggestion for the
appointment of a Curator, Botanic Gar-
dens. The hon. Director should be in a
position to enlighten us more on it, but
that appears to me to be a long term view
and nothing immediate. It is something
which you must satisfy the needs of and
keep contented by rewunerative prices—
the producer, who is more commonly
known in this Colony as the farmer.
The hon. Member for Demerara—Esse-
quebo (. Singh) suvgested a return
to the land, but those who have spoken to
the farmers realize their difliculties in this
country. We are now attempting to alle-
viate their lot by instituting an extensive
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form of irrigation and drainage and, I
think, it only remains now for us to fix
remunerative prices. I know the hon.
Colonial Treasurer will say the Rice
Marketing Board—and I have no hesita-
tion in saying I am a supporter of that
Board, as the Chairman knows, and I
assist it where possible. [ am going to
suggest that with the conflicting reports
received from the various clements of the
industry, perhaps, some evidence in a legal
form may be taken and some definite price
fixed which is satisfactory-—I am not con-
cerned so much with those at the top in
the industry—to the producer, and from
that we can build,

These are some of the suggestions I ven-
ture to make with some hope that after the
fear of the price, which is unremunerated
to the farmer, has Dbeen reduced, in the
future there will be very little difficulty
and trouble for the industry or industries
asa whole, When I say fear I refer to
the constant change in prices. One year
the price is $1.20, and the next year it
may be more or less. The constant change
in the price is no encouragement to pro-
duction, which should be encouraged and
which is necessary according to all the
expressions of opinion macle by the Minis-
try of Agriculture. I venlure to suggest
that, perhaps, the rice industry is finding
itself in a parlous condition. Some people
say that as the result of the incidence of
war the price of rice should goup. I
know there is a restive Member who wiil
speak on rice. But there is a feeling of
uncertainty among a number of persons
who have worked and are working in the
industry and who should be encouraged to
develop it. I go further and vefer to an-
other passage in the report of sayings by
the Minister of Agriculture,

“The Government had, by ensuringa guaran-
teed mirket at guaranteed prices f:r the princi-
pal agricultural products for a year ahead,
helped to creite wore stable conclitions up to
the 1941 h.arvest. Theyhad now decid=d to go fur.
ther and to guarantee that the present system
of fixed prices and an assured market would be
maintained for the duration of hostilities and for
at least one year thereafter. Prices would be
subject to adjustmentto the extent of any sub-
stautial changes in cost of production.”

“Agricultural wages would continue to receive
the protection afforded by the minima pre.
seribed under the Agricultural Wages Acts.
The Government, representative as they were
of all major Political Partiez, recognizel the
importance of maintainivg after the war a
healthy and well-balanced agriculture as an
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esseatial aud permanent feitare of national
policy.”

I would suggest that this Government
adapt that policy in relation to the rice
industry. I do not mean that industry
alone, as there are others which may be
considered but in asmall way. Undoubtedly
on account of lack of shipping the position
in respect of our supplies becomes more
acute daily, and we have to consider that
this Colony may yet have to supply all our
bodily needs. I would just like to mention
one or two matters which might be express-
ed in dealing with the question: Is there
sufficient co-operation in the several Gov-
crnment Departments in dealing with cer-
tain matters of this kind? I would refer
briefly to the recent decision which has
been given on the question of coffce. There
was undoubtedly a coffee shortage. I do not
know if the hon. Director of Agriculture
would subscribe to that view, but I myself

found it dificult for several weeks to
obtain coffec, Yet we have one branch of
Government prosecuting a retailer for

adapting a very reasonable attitude in
selling a quarter-pound instead of a half-
pound when people were glad to get what
they could. I am not cavilling or saying
in a carping spirit that this Department is
not entitled to do its duty. WhatI am
saying is that t'ere is a policy of Govern-
ment and it is perfectly easy for those in
authority to say whether they should pro-
secute or not so as to get at the root or
cause of the trouble and, if therve is any
hoarding of coffee, to get at the hoarders,
but they should not get at a man for
selling a quarter.pound of coffee to every-
body when the difficulties of supply are
known to Governmeat. I trust that
whatcver I have said will be taken as
having lbeen said in a general way and, I
hope, in a constructive way and not as an
attempt in any way to disparage the work
of the bDepartment. I am asking that
vhis suggestion be given some consideration.
Your BExcellency has in jour speech
yourself more or less indicated that there
ave diflicalties and that it may be the duty
of the Press to support any reform. I
have not quoted exactly your words. They
may be misinterpreted but I hope not
You indicated that the Press should give
some fillip to matters which are in the
interest of the majority of the community.
T feel sure that the inhabitants of this
Colony will suffer gladly, willingly and
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even in silence such reform. I trust that
Your Excellency will feel that the Elected
Members of this Colony are not only pay-
ing heed to what you have said, but that
they are endeavouring to act and use their
influence where they can in the interest of
the Colony genmerally, and that constructive
criticism in any form or shape which they
may deem advisable to place before Govern-
ment will be given every consideration,

Mr. JACOB: It is usual for hon.
Members of Council to make statements
here sometimes which we do not quite
like to do at times. I hope that when I
make any statement under this Head it
will be what I intend to make. My hon.
friend, who has just taken his seat, referred
to me as being a little restive. I do not
think T am. T think I am very cool, I
am anxious sometimes to speak and to get
my point of view taken into consideration,
but I hold I have always taken an
extremely keen interest in this Depart-
ment. It may be well to state that this
Department has a poor personnel which,
on looking at it, one will think it has
brains, men of initiative and everything
that can make the Department a huge suc-
cess, If, however, T gather aright from the
remarks of the three hon. Members who
have spoken, everyone criticizes this De-
partment very strongly. The expenditure
has risen from $112,346 in 1931 to $168,087
for 1942. T know that my hon. friend, the
Director of Agriculture, is going to accuse
me of being ungenerous. I expect that.
- I have to be ungenerous at times with the
taxpayers’ money. I would agree to an
expenditure of $200,000 on this Depart-
ment, provided we obtain results. We
have had very little results from this
Department up to the preseant, and when I
quote figures I know that certain hon.
Members do not like to hear me. I am,
however, quoting them for Your IExcel-
lency’s information. When I quote these
figures Your Ixcellency will see what
progress this Department has wade and
what help Government has given to the
producers of agricultural products with
the exception of sugar.

While speaking on the Budget motion
yesterday 1 suggested a reduction of salar-
ies. 1 indicated a reduction of 20 per
cent. in the highest salaries down to 5 per
cent, in salaries over $220. When I made
that suggestion I might have been con-
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sidered ungenerous, but the taxpayers of

this Colony cannot afford to pay these high

salaries. I am, however, not saying that

the ofticers concerned are not entitled to

them. This Government will claim that

they are fully entitled to them, and the

Tmperial Government, as the framers of the

Civil List, will also claim that the officers

concerned do earn thes: salaries. I have

no objection to the Tmperial Government

pying these ofticers double the salaries

they are now getting. I have no objection
to these officers earning double or treble

their salaries. My point is the taxpayers

of this country cannot afford to pay these
large salaries. That may be termed
ungenerous, but if this Department had
been a private business concern with a
capital, as soon as that capital had finished
the business would have gone into bLank-

ruptcy. I say that this Department has
gone into bankruptey years ago. I do not
know what they do, but what they do may-
be is wasted energy. I would not say
some energy is not displayed, but it is mis-
directed. I suggest for the careful con-
sideration of Government that we have
to stand on our own resources now
as we are not going to get any loans

in aid or grants in aid free of interest
from the Imperial Government. We have
to meet our expenditure without them.
We have to budget for it. I say if a new
era is to come in our affairs, if there
is to be the dawn of & new era, I hope
that era would c.me to morrow. We
cannot go on at this rate. This is the
seventh time that I have had the honour

to speak on these estimates and sound the

same tune all the time. I cannob be wrong
all the time. I know I am perfectly right,

I am sure I am right.

Let me deal with coffee. Coffee used to
Le the main product of my constituency.
I have a statement heve of the ¢xports of
coffee.  Although Your Txcellency has
been told that we cannot tell fairly accur-
ately what is the production of coffee in
thig Colony, even if you are given figures
they are not correct. That is a bold state-
went, but I make it knowing fully what I
say. I was elected Member for the North-
Western District, which is the largest
producer of coffee in this Culony. In 1935
and the year before—1934—317 tons of
coffee valued $47,238 was exported. These
are the Customs figures and they correspond
with those in the report of the Director of
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Agriculture. My figures are therefore
ofticial. This year ovly thirty tons of

coffee valued $240 has been exported.
There is a huge shortage of coffee in the
Colony at the present time. I think it
was in 1937 that Government was good
enoug' to appoint a Select Committee of
the Legislature to go into the question of
the coffee industrv, and the hon. Director
of Agriculture and myself went to Para-
maribo, Dutch Guiana, to investigate cer-
tain conditions in regard to coffee there.
We returned and made a report, but unfor-
tunately I found myself in the minority, I
was alone in my recommendation. Al-
though the hon. [irector and myself had
agreed on every point that help must be
given to the coffee industry, when we
arrived back in British Guiana and the
report was being written we differed. I
maintained that if help is to be given the
industry it must be to the actual producer,
the one who tills the soil, grows the crop,
reaps it and sends it to the market. Tt is
usual in British Guiana for such help to
be given through the middle men—the
merchants and their agents—but I have
never been in favour of that. I hold that
such help must be given t. the producer
direct But I found myself in a hopeless
minority.

The position to-day is thit there is no
coffee in the Colony and we are importing
coffes now. Government has taken upon
itself to import coffee to supply the mer-
chants duty free, This money is going to
our Sister Colonies when we should be
getting money from other Colonies to whom
we had been exporting coffee. My idea of
export and import differs from thosc
of Government and certain commercial in-
terests, Certain commervcial interests
want to import everything otherwise their
doors will have to be closed. Self-preser-
vation is Nature’s first law, In the Cham-
ber of Commerce of which I happen to be
a member for the last ten ycars T cannot
get support, but they get support toimport
all kinds of stuff, coffee included. I
d» not want to say it is done deliberately,
but the plain fact remains that the people
in my constituency who live on their pro-
duction of coffee cannot do so now. Your
Excellency has seen conditions there, very
superficially so to speak, but the physique
of the people and their general outlook are
very depressing, I have been there about
eight times; I have lived in the North
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West District for four weeks, and I claim
to know something about the place and its
people. I have mixed with the people
there and can express their views on every
occasion, I say that if Government had
come in at the right time and given the
coffee producer $3 per acre under cultiva-
tion for a period of not more than three
vears, there would hive been coffee in this
Colony and we would have been exporting
a livtle of it to-day. T know that I will be
told that there is no market for coffee, While
that may have been so some years ago, the
whole world outlook is definitely changed
now and we ought to be able to sell our cof-
fee within the Empire, for there are certain
grades here which can be exported within
the Empire. I say Government should
not be importing coffee into this Colony.

In 1928 we exported 410 tons and in
1941 only 50 tons, That shows what the
Department of Agriculture has done to
Lelp the coffee producer from 1928. I
have selected that year because the change
of our Coustitution occurred then and
Government has been in control since then.
Since 1928 Government has governed this
Colony. Government has imposed its will
on the people, and what has been the result
in respect of the coffee industry? I speak
fee!ingly because I have taken considerable
interest in the matter. I have worked out
several schemes and investigated the matter
from all aspects. My hon. friend, the Mem-
ber for Western Essequebo (Mr. C. V.
Wight) can speak of coffee, He reilizes
that coffee used to be produced to some ex-
tent in his constituency and to-day, I be-
lieve, not 5 tons is produced there. He
has agreed that is so. I have intimate
knowledge of Western Essequebo and have
been going there for 30 years and I know
every yard of the land. Then again in the
Demerara River District coffee was pro-
duced. It may be said that the people in
the North-West District want to be spoon-
fed, but other agricultural products had
been subsidized in some way and had it
not heen for that subsidy they would have
gone out of existence—the sugar industry,
for example, would have gone out of exis-
tence in this Colony. But has Govern-
ment subsidized the coffee industry at any
time ?—Never.

I come now to another point—Govern-
ment  assis'ance in regard to the coconut
industry, Government has been helping
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that industry by legislation and by various
means for some time. TLast year, however,
we had to import coc nut products and
coconut oil, and this year we are impors-
ing too. When you look at the figures
from 1928 they present a most depressing
spectacle. In 1928 the Colony exported
3,010 tons of copra valued at $352,522.
In 1940 through certain people becoming
extremely wise, instead of exporting 500
tons we exported 1,027 tons at the end of
June. There was a shortage from August
to December ; everything in the Colony
was picked up and exported. They thought
they were doing well. They believed that
coconuts could be picked and made into
copra in a few weeks. Trom last year on
to this year we have been importing copra.
In order to deal effectively with the coco-
nut industry you must deal with the exports
of coconuts and coconut oil. In 1928 the
exports of copra were 3,501 tons valued at
$352,622 and the exports of coconuts were
321,635 nuts valued at $5,939 while the
exports of coconut oil were 26,245 gallons
valued at $24,427, the total value of ex-
ports of the coconut industry being $382,
88%. 1In 1940 the total value of exports
of the coconut industry was $76,582 and in
1041 the exports were practically nil
This industry was being helped by this
Government with the experts in the Agri-
cultural Department and certain wiseacres
advising Government all the time.

There is a definite shortage of oil in this
Colony since last year. There is a short-
age now, T think, although one hon. Mem-
ber had the temerity to contradict my fi-
gures. We have the position and the con-
tradiction, but the fact remains that the
coconut industry is being helped now and
its exports have declined. I may be told
that I am speaking from superficial knowl-
edge. Certain hon. Members know that I
was connected with a few estates and had
to do with coconut plantations ; I know
something about it although I may not
have looked into all aspects of it. A com-
pany had 500 acres under coconut cultiva-
tion and had to abandon it hecause for
many years it could not pay its way. The
coconut industry, like the coffee industry,
is definitely ruined, but what is worse is
that the coconut industry—and let me
stress it—had been and is being helped.
How is it helped 2 Would it be unfair to
say it was helped to ruin? I am going to be
told there were droughts and floods which
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must be taken into consideration. That
may be so, but the skill of man is there to
counteract and overcome those ditficulties.
Proper steps are not being taken by those
interested in these matters, and yet we have
a highly paid and skilled staff of Govern-
ment Ofticers. I am not sure that irriga-
tion and drainage are not concerned with
droughts and floods, but nevertheless it is
Government’s  business to be concerned
with these things. Government is govern-

ing. Government can put through any
measure in this Council. What is the
spectacle of the coconut industry? I ven-

ture to predict that for some time to come
there will be no exports of coconuts nor of
coconut products from this Colony. Like
in the case of coffee we may have to be
importing them for a few years to come.
That is my prediction. Let it be placed
on record.

I come to rice. I claim to know some-
thing about rice. I am a strong advocate
of Boards. (Voices : Hear ! Hear!) DBut
my advocacy is on certain definite lines.—
Boards control'ed by Elected Members of
this Council, Members with a responsibility
to the pcople who when they attempt to
mislead the people will find themselves
misled at the polls. That isthe test. We
can do what we can but not as long as we
can or would like. This industry is going
to ruin. Tt is heading headlong to ruin
Iwill be told “No”. T noticed in the
¢ Daily Chronicle” of yesterday an amaz-
ing statement which has gone to the public
and will be read in Trinidad and other
West Indian Islands. Our papers do go
around the West Indies. It states :

Kecord Riee Crop—=50,000 toans if no further
loss—DBritish Guiana may supply all West
Indies next year.

T am ashamed to think that several
Elected Members are associated with a
Board which makes such a declaration.

Mr. McDAVID (Co'onial Treasurver):
The Rice Marketing Board never made such
adeclaration. The hon. Member is quoting
from a newspaper report for which the
Board is not responsible.

Mr. JACOB: I am going to state what
the Board states. These technicalities
will not help. T am going to give chapter
and verse. The Board states in its report
—Sessional Paper No. 12 of 1941—at
page 7, parapraph 11 :—



155  Estimates, 1942

Unless any further loss is sustained before
the entire crop is harvested the crop is still
likely to constitute a record, the present esti-
mate being 50,000 tons of rice.

That is wrong too. T am going to reard
another report of this—

Tue CHATRMAN: I must ask the
hon. DMember to let me know what docu-
ment he is rcading. That requires my
assent.  Would he just say what it is ?

Mr. JACOB: T read just now Legis-
lative Council Sessional Paper No 12 of
1941,

Toe CHAIRMAN :

Mr. JACOB: This document stated
what I stated as appearing in the ¢ Daily
Chronicle.” Tt is practically word for
word.

Mr. McDAVID: What the hon.
Member repeated from the “ Daily Chron-
icle ” was that this Colony supplied the
whole of the West Indies last year. T
challenge that statement as coming from
the Board.

Taw CHAIRMAN: That statement
came from a newspaper article. I must
ask the hon. Member before reading from
any document to intimate what it is. T
must ask what the hon. Member proposes
to read from now, a newspaper ?

My, JACOB; The “Daily Chronicle”
of December 10 with reference to the
Rice Marketing Board,

Tag CHAIRMAN: Would the hon,
Member let me see what he proposes to
read ?

(Newspaper handed to his Excellency who

looked at it and returning it to Mr. Jacob said
that he could proceed).

Proceed.

Mr. JACOB : The report of the Board
w.s issued on the 29th November, 1941 —
that is the date of the report which was
printed and circulated to Members a few
days ago, and I have no doubt that the
« Daily Chronicle” gave a fair enough
record of what appeared in the Board’s
report. I have read paragraph 11 of the
Board’s report. I wish to read now Leygis-
lative Council Sessional Paper No. 6 of
1940—Report of the B. G. Rice Market-
ing Board for the period ending 31st
March, 1940. Paragraph & on page 6
gives certain figures and states :
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Anticipated exportable surplus to 30th Sep-
tember, 1940—30,000 tons. In addition, there
was a ‘“carry-over” from the precedingcrop
year, the amount of which was unknown but
might reasonably be placed at 4,000 tons.

Mr. McDAVID: T rise to a point of
order ! Would the hon. Member, if he is
quoting figures, not omit to 1ead the refer-
ence just above—

Spring Crop, 1940—Prospccetive possibie in-
creased yield in view of increased prices and

special measures to increase planting under-
taken by the Government 15,000 tons.

Which  shows that the figures he is
quoting are not the actual yield but the
prospective yield,

Trne CHAIRMAN : Youmay replr when
he is finished,

Mr. JACOB: T have read word for
word what appears here. If the hon,
Coloni:l Treasurer requires me to read the
whole paragraph and the Chair agrees I
will do so. The words are ¢ Anticipated
exportable surplus to 30th September,
1940 7 and this report is dated 29th May,
1940. T am trying to make a comparison.
On the 29th May, 1940, the British Guiana
Lice Marketing Poard issued a report
saying that the exportable surplus to 30th
September, 1940, will be 30,000 tons
of rice. While those connected with the
Board may want to minimise the effect of
the statement, it is recovded in the Hansard
of November, 1939, that I queried strongly
the figures given by the hon  Celonial
Secretary and the hon, Colonial Treasurer
in an interview with the hon Member for
Essequebo River (Mr. Lee) and myself in
November, 1939, and they laid stress that
we have 30,000 tons of rice to export in
1640. T told them that their figures were
all wrong and they could not have 30,000
tons of rice to export when the exports
for 1939 would he around 12,000 tons. Tf
in 1938 the exports were 12,884 tons and
in 1939 they were 12,503 tons, how in
1940 they could go up to 30,000 tons?
That was what T—as a commercial man
connected for a long time, nearly the whole
of my life, with estimates and figures rela-
ting to crops—sugar, rice and other things
—could not imagine. 1 laid stress on it
in this Council. 1 think it was on the
22nd December, 1939, and 1 asked for the
detailed figures as to how that 30,000 tons
appeared in the document or in any docu-
ment that the Secretariat or the Treasury
had. T spent about six months endeavour-
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ing to get those details, When I say that
they were denied to me, T do not think it
can be disputed.

You have a statement going out of this
Colony that we have 50,000 tons of rice to
export in 1942, T have written cortain
letters to Government, the last one as late
as December 6, giving certain figures, I
would just like to refer to that letter. The
hon, Colonial Secretary will recollect that.
On page 2 of thal lotter, dated December
€ and addressed to the Colonial Secretary,
I gave a revision of an estimate of exports
for 1942, At one time when I had an
interview with the hon. Colonial Secre-
tary, some time in October while he was
Ofticer Administering the Government, T
stated that from what I was able to gather
the exports of rice for 1942 would not ex-
ceed 15,000 tons. The hon. gentleman told
me that he was making a note of it. I
wrote on the 6th December to say that I
have revised that estimate of 15,000 tons
and have reduced it to 12,000 tons. I have
given previous figures hers and they have
proved accurate. I donot know if T am
burdening Your Excellency, but T would
like to read those fignres.

Tee CHAIRMAN : What is the
Member reading from now ?

hon-

Mr. JACOB: The letter addressed to
the hon. Colonial Secretary.

“On the 27th November, 1939, in this Coun-
cil I gave an estimate that the exports for 1939
would not be more than 14,000 tons, and the
actual amount was .2,503 tons.

On the 4th November, 1940, I gave an esti-
mate in this Council that the exports for 1940
would not be more than 12,000 tons, and the
actual amount was 11,691 tons.

On the 4th November, 1910, I sta ted that the
exports for 1941 would not be more than 8,000
tons and up to the end of October they were
7,518 tons, and I figured there would not be
more than 1,000 tons to be exported Dbetween
November and December so at the most the
exporbs for 1941 would be 8,650 tons. Then I
predicted that the exports for 1912 woult not b
more than 12,000 t,vs excep’ prownpt measures
were taken to reap a vood Spring Cr p. The
Board estimates that 50,000 tons of rice woulid
be available after the end of the present
Autumn Urep. ‘Ihe consumption is p'aced at
25,000 tons, and so it is safe to say then that
the Board estimates an export of 25,000 tons
of rice next year. If you have a good Spring
C op the exports would go up, but [ cha lenge
these figures and I challenge the statement.”

[ plead with Your Excellency to give me
an opportunity of examining the details
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as to how paragraph 11 of the Rice Mar-
keting Board’s report happens to appear
in that report. Paragraph 11 says:i—

“ The present cstimate being 50,000 tons of
rice.”

While those responsible for writing the
report must have had details, unless those
details are given I cannot agree that it
was done in the proper manner, and even if
the details are given I say here now that
those details are wrong, The West Indian
Islands can consume 60,000 tons of rice
obtained from various sources. British
Guiana ought to be able to supply the entire
West Indian Islands with rice. When
Government began to control the industry
and to help it in 1932, it was the hope of
all that the exports, then being 29,000 tons,
would have increased and we would have
been able to double that with the idea of
supplying the entire West Indian Islands.
But we werc doomed to disappointment.
The exports declined from 29,000 tons for
that year to 8,500 tons this year. If we
a ¢ only going to export 8,500 tons this
yeur, how at the end of November the
Board throws out the statement « We have
25,000 tons of rice to export in 194277
This Colony had an unfortunate experience
in regard to rice exports. One houn. Mem-
ber of this Council accompanied by others
went to Trinidad and sold rice in 1939.
10,000 tons were sold only. Arrangements
were being made to sell 20,000 tons, but
the Board found itself in difficulty in sup-
plying 20,000 bags of rice. It had to be
bought in Barbados by arrangement with
the Barbados Government, with the result
that British Guiana lost $8,000 in ths re-
purchase of Barbados rice imported from
India and reshipped to Trinidad. The
people connected, who know very little
about the rice industry, went and made
forward sales with the result that the
Colony lost, the rice growers lost §3,000
in one single transaction of 20,000 bags of
rice. 1 wish to issue a warning here that
not more than 10,000 tons of rice should
be sold for export during 1942. The mar-
ket has an upward teadency. T understand
arrangements have been made to sell a
a large quantity of rice in the West Tndies.
I do not pretend to say that it is correct,
but our rice will be sold to the West Indies.
The West Indies will know that whenever
rice is available it will be sold there, and so
there is no ncc ssity to sell in advance
especially in view of the present world
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situation. I hope the Board is not going
to sell in advance or arrange the prices in
advance,

At this stage the Council resumed.

The PRESIDENT : The hon, Member
has spoken for twenty minutes on rice. 1
do not think the procedure is quite right,
as there is no item on the Estimates deal-
ing with the Board, and I would ask the
hon. Member if he desires to speak any
longer on rice to postpone his remarks to
the appropriate time when it seems proper
to allow some time to the consideration of
agricultural products, If the hon. Member
desires to pursue the matter he should
submit a motion for the consideration of
the Report of the Rice Marketing Board

The Council adjourned for the luncheon
recess until 2 p.m.

2 pm.—

The Council resumed and resolved itself
into Committee to resume consideration
of the Estimates under Head ITL.—Agri-
culture.

Mr., LEE was present.

Mue CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member
for North Western District (Mr. Jacob)
was addressing the Committee at the
adjournment. Is he prepared to continue ?

Mr. JACOB: 1 did not quite gather
what Your Excellency said this morning—
that having spoken for 20 minutes on rice
I should—

Tae CHAIRMAN : T merely suggested
that if you wished to continuc to speak on
the Rice Marketing Board it would be
better for you to take the opportunity by
special motion which could be done, but
within limits. 1 would then be quite pre-
paved to allow you to consider rice as
affecting agricultural activity.

Mr. JACOB: 1 have complained about
the constitution of this Council. I have
moved several motions in the past, but
constituted as this Council is it would be
very unwise to attempt to move a motion at-
tacking Government's policy when Govern-
ment is supported by Government ofticers
here and by members of the Rice Marlket-
ing Board “who are in a way bountd hz.md
and foot to support Government’s policy.
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I am not going to detain the Council very
long. I think it is a subject which wants
a little detailed and constructive criticism,
therefore I shall take another five minutes
to make my points ab ut vice, 1 started
oft hy saying that the expenditurc under
this Head has risen frem $112,346 in 1931
to $168,087 in the es imates we are consider-
ing now, and every inhabitant of this Colony
expects that with increasing population
there will be incressed expenditure and
increased production, but as regards coffee
and coconuts production has gone down
considerably.

Rice production has gone down con-
siderably too, In 1931 the exports
of rice were 21,331 tons, in 1941 they
would be 8,600 tons, and in 1942 they
will hardly exceed 12,000 tons. If, as I
said, active steps were taken to adopt all
the necessary safeguards against flood and
drought and we get a good Spring crop,
then whatever the Spring crop produces
would have to be added to the 12,000 tons.
1 am so confi'ent of my facts that it would
not matter what hon. Members say in
reply to tho statement I have made.
Your Excellency may not be familiar with
this industry within the short time you
have been here, so I shall endeavour to
bring home a few facts to you.

In 1939 Government stated that there
was hoarding of rice as, it was said, there
was hoarding of coffce. There was no
hoarding of rice. It may be true that one
or two persons had a few thousand bags of
rice put away, but what do a few thousand
bags of rice mean to a large Colony like
this? The plain fact remains that the
Colony was short of rice for several
months, and steps were taken to advise the
Imperial G vernment about it. 1f there
is a short'age of rice next year it is going
to be said that people are hoarding. Al
those excusecs can be made~hoarding, flood
and drought. As a vepresentative of the
taxpayers who provide the money to pay
the ofticers, I say that we must get results
and increased production of rice and everv
other commodity grown under the supel‘v-
vision of the Department of Agriculture.
I am saying that we ave not getting those
results, We are wasting money on a
Department which is overstaffed. 1t has
misdirected it3 energy in many respects,
and that has been shown by figures.

There is no appreciable export of
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anything except sugar. In fact there is
no appreciable quantity exported for
the amount of money expended on the
Department. It may hesaid that it is
well to have decreased production of

coffee because we cannot sell it, but
can the same be said of coconuts and
rice? This Colony can and ought to

be able within five years to supply the
entire West Indian is'andy with over 60,006
tons of rice, but I am sure that proper
steps are not taken to do so, Proper
steps ought to be taken immediately to do
so, and I say most emphatically that the
present Rice Marketing Board is mnot
compe'ent to do that, As a member of
the Rice Producer’s Association, which
consists of 17 members, I am in a posiiion
to s y that 16 members of the Association
unanimously decided that the pers nnel of
the Boavrd should be changed, That
recommendation was made but Govern-
ment took absolutely no notice of it, The
hon. Member for Essequebo River (Mr,
lee) and I felt that we were wasting our
time and we rvesigned from the As-ociation.
Is it functioning? Yes, it is, but how?
To suit the ofticia's, People are starving
in this Colony. They are not given an
opportunity to eke out even a miserable
existence in certain parts, and we are clos-
ing our eyes to this fact. Neveral years
ago one could see several fairly large areas
of rice growing alongside the public road
from Kitty to Buxton, To-day thereis hard-
ly anything, Deterverwagting had several
rice mills. Where are they now?

I crave Your Excellency’s permission to
refer to the debate in this Council on
December 6, 1910. In the Hansard report
of that debate on page 129, the Colonial
Tieasurer said: —

“1 know that he toured the country and
made speeches of a subversive character against
the control which Government was then ahout
to introduce, so much so that he caused a great
deal of upset in the minds of the growers. That
stopped; I am not sure why, but perhaps one
reason is that rice was declared an esssntial
war scrvice, and it is not a very safe thing for
anyone to engage in subversive propaganda .

When the hon. Colonial Treasurer was
making that speech I heard him use the
word ‘“subversive”. Sitting, T asked him
“Diad yousay I made subversive speeches ? ”,
and lie shook his head. I did not hear
every word he said, and I was amuzed in
looking through the report of the debates
to find that I was definitely charged by the
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Colonial Treasurer of the Colony with
going around the country and making
subversive speeches. I claim the privilege
of this Council. No Member of this
Council, and what is more, no Government
official of this Council has the right to
charge an Blected Member of this Council
with  making subversive speeches. H
any Member such a right? Tt was an
abuse of the privilege of this Council, and
I thought then that it should have been
promptly stopped. But that was not all.
My hou. friend, who was sitting to the
right of me here, had to leave. He has
resigne!. I know—

Mr. ELEAZAR: I must rise to a
point. of order. T do not know that we
are discussing what one Member said last
year. What point does that make with
respect to the debate on the Agricultural
vote? I am suve I am capable of under-
standing, but T do not know what bhearing
it has on the Department of Agriculture.

Tue CHAIRMAN: Perhaps the hon.
Member will adjuss his remarks along the
lines desired by his colleague.

Mr. JACOB :
friend.

Mr. ELEAZAR: You can be sorry if
you like,

Mr. JACOB: He has been a DMember
of this Council for quite a long time, I
have been here seven years and I have a
purpose. It is 9 improve the lot of
the country that gave me birth, and if I
cannot improve it as a Member of the
Legislature [ shall resign. I can walk cut
at any time, and if I find that my privileges
are being curtailed here I shall walk out.

I am sorry for my hon.

Tre CHAIRMAN :
hon. Member to order. There is the ques-
tion of relevancy. The hon. Member has
now spoken for, I think, almost an hour,
and we are discussingitem 1 of the Agricul-
ture estimates. I must ask him to keep
to relevancy and the matter before the
Couneil,

I have to call the

Mv. JACOB: Is Your Excellency rul-
ing that in 1940, when the Agricultural
estimates were being debated and one hon,
Member of this Council accused another of
making subversive speeches, no referenceis
to be made to that at an oppovtune time?
Has Your Kxcellency ruled that I am out
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of order; that T must be relevant, or that
the closure must be applied to me? I
claim that I am within my right,

Tee CHAIRMAN : T must rule that if
the hon, ¥Member is raising that matter he
must raise it as a personal question, T
should be prepared to permit him  to
address the Council al, an appropriate
opportunity, At the moment he must
confine himself to the matter before us
which is a motion on item 1 of the Agri-
cultural estimates,

Mr, JACOB: Very well Your Excel-
lency. I am not prepared to enter into
any controversial argument now, sir, T
will leave the vebate right there, T will
now turn to sugar, I have dealt with
coffee, coconuts and rice and endeavoured
to show that although we have heen asked
to vote $56,000 more this year than in
1931 the production of rice has declined
from 23,000 tons to 8,500 tons, and that
in spite of that reduction in exports this
Council is asked to vote this additional
money. L am definitely against this vote.

As regards the sugar industry, in 1931
the exports of sugar were 118,946 tons.
This year T think the exports can he
safely put at 175,000 tons. There we
have some cause for congiatulating those
responsible, and may be the Department
of Agriculture 100, \Wehave seen progress
there. Why was that progress made?
The progress was made because those
connected with that industry have taken
steps and done everything possible to sa‘e-
guard their rights, interests and invest-
ments, and they have been able to get that
done. I maintain that in the case of the
other industries those rights and interests
are not safeguarded by the people, and
they are not allowed to be safeguarded.

There is a Rice Marketing Board com-
posed of people who are not connected in
any way with the rice industry—some of
them at least. I do not want to call names
but certain members of the Board are not
connected with the rice industry in any
way at all,  There are lawyers and others.
There should be meu connected with the
rice industry in the same way es those
connected with the sugar indusiry. The
same thing applies to the Copra Brokers
Board. I am a strong believer in Boards.
The Copra Board should have a majority
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of those people who ave actively interested
in the coconut indusiry, planting coconuts
and making copra. Those co nected with
rice planting, milling and marketing of
rice should he members of the Rice
Marketing Board ; not lawyers and others
wha have very little interest in the industry,
dirvectly or indirectly.  Why has Govern-
ment appointed an unsympatibetic Board
to look after the rice industry? The
sugar people have no cause to quarrel
because they manage their own affaire.
No one daves to tell them that they must
accept this or that. They are masters of
their own house, but in the case of rice,
coffee, copra and coconuts Government
comes in-—Government clothed with the
power to govern. The result is starvation,
privation and unemplovment throughout
the land.

This - debate has been most unpleasant.
I am sorry for it as much as any other
hon. Member here, but it is necessary that
I should express myself as I feel, and if my
position here hecomes intolerable I shall
resign my seat in this Legislature.

Mr. DEAGUIAR: It is not unusual
for this Council to be treated to lengthy
speeches at this time of the session.
especially when we are deaiing with Agri-
culture. Some of those speeches, it is true,
are interesting, some are constructive, but
I am sorry to sy that some others arve
rarher destructive. As a matter of fact
certain hon. Members seen to take the
opportunity afforded them under this head
to make this Council a cockpit, and to
indulge in remarks that are far from com-
plimentary to the proceedings of this
Council, TIam very pleased to be able to
tell you, sir, that it is not my intention to
proceed along those lines but rather to
try to see in what way I can render some
assistance to the subject under discussion.

It is quite fortunate that the Head of
this Department happens to be a Member
of this Council and therefore will be able
to take care of many of the criticisms that
have been levelled against it.  Speaking
for myself I am very sorry indeed that
when important Departments such as this
one are under fire, so to speak, by Members
of this Council the Heads of those Depart-
ments are not permitted to reply on their
behalf but have to speal: very often (hrough
the Colonial Secretary or some othex officer
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of Governmenv who is a Member of the
Conncil at the time, I fur one feei that per-
haps some machinery might be introduced
which would afford those Heads of Depart-
ments an opportunity to reply themselves,
I cast no reflection on the particular
officer who might be charged hy CGovern-
ment to reply on hehalf of a Department,
but T am inclined to the belief that if
those Heacs of Departments were given an
opportunity to reply themselves perhaps it
would serve us in good steal.

Mr. JACOB: To a point of order. Am
I to understand that my tfriend is saying
that Heads of Departments concerned do
not  have an opportunity to reply to
debates here? Is he suggesting that the
Director of Agriculture will not be given
an opportunity to reply ?

Mr. DE AGUIAR : The hon. Member was
not paying attention. I said it was very
fortunate that in this instance the
Head of this Department would be
able to reply to the various criticisms
levelled at  his  Department, and I
went on to suggest that perhaps when
similar important Departiments were under
discussion the Heads of those Departments
who are not Members of this Council might
begivenan opportunity to reply themselves
instead of having to do so through the
Colonial Secretary or some other ofticer.
I never suggested that the Director of
Agriculture would not be given an oppor-
tunity to reply to the remarks made by the
hon. Member because, as a matter of fact,
the hon. Member knows only too well that
we have had the pleasure of listening here
on many occasions to speeches by the Head
of this Department in reply to criticisms
levelled against it.

Most of the criticism of this Department
“is that it is the considered opinion of Mem-
bers of this Council, and people outside of
it, that it is somewhat on the heavy side;
that it is top-heavy. There seems to he
some justification for that criticism,
especially as there is a conflict of opinion.
We have been told here that we can grow
this and that. On the oth 1 hand we have
been told that this country is merely a
grass country; that our soils are not
suitable for this and that. I think I am
right in saying that the latter opinion is
that of experts, men who are supposed
to know what they are ta'king about.
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As a matter of fact several surveys
of our soils have been made, and we

have been told too that the soil is acid and
therefore cannot be expected to produce
anything more than grassy substances,
such as rice, sugar canc, and things of that
sort.  That is where the criticism lies.  If
the experts are sat’sfied that swe ¢.n do no
more than grow grasses in this country
then it seems to e that the criticism is
justifiad that the Department is top-heavy.
This Government, I submit, cannot justify
carrying such a large Department with so
many exports attached to it, so many
“clogists 7 as my friend on my left
Mr. (Eleazar) a ways referred to them
in the old days, unless we sre getting
returns  for (ur woney, Our com-
plaint is that we are n t getting returrs
f r our money. I am entirely dependent
on the opinion: tht have been expressed
in rega'd to the quality of our soil. If
that opinion is wrong and our soil is suit-
able for other things than those we grow
at present then perhaps it might be argued
that we should carry on with a Depart-
ment of this size.

Some years ago I think it was as a resu't
of representations made by me in this Coun-
¢il arising out of a debate under this Head
it was suggested that perhaps the old
Board of Agricultural wmight be revived.
For some reasvn or another the old Board
of Agriculture was abolished or allowed
to lic dorm nt, and the suggestion was put
forward that it might be revived, When
that suggestion was made I visuaiized a
Board with some execulive powers. I
personally was very disappointed to find
that the suggestion for the revival of that
Coard was not adopbed, and at the present
moment the position is that there isan
Advisory Board of Agriculture on whom
I hope, an' I think, the Head of the De-
partment depends for a certain amount of
advice. T think it is a matter which might
receive consideration by the Government
again, although 1 know my friend, the hon.
Member for North Western District (Mr.
Jacob) does not like Boards. On one
occasion he does and on another he does

no*. It is very difficult for me to follow
Tim,
Mr. JACOB: To a point of order. T

have stated here over and over that I am
in favour of Boards controlled by the
Elected Members of this Council.
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Mr. De AGUIAR: Tam afraid I can-
not follow the argument of the hon. Mem-
ber, A short while ago, not ten months
ago, he characterized the members of the

BRice Marketing Board as incompetent,
Let us examine the personnel of
that Board, I think that with two

on three exceptions the members of that
Board are Members of this Council. T am
one and the hon. Member on my right
(Mr. Peer Bacchus) is another. There is
also another Elected Member who is not
here at the moment, The Colonial Treas-
urer, who is a Member of this Council and
a very respected Member, is Chairman of
the Board. I really do not know what the
hon. Member means,

Mr. JACOB: I have the personnel of
the Board in front of me. There are four
members of the Board who are not Mem-
bers of this Council, and the Board is com-
posed of nine members. T state again that
I am in favour of Boards controlled by the
Elected Members of this Council.

Mr. De AGUIAR: I would like to tell
the hon. Member that I am quite accus-
tomed to his interruptions, but if he had
allowed me to proceed I would have
developed the argument he tried to
advance as regards the incompetence of the
Board. He said that the majority of the
members of the Board should be planting
rice or something like that. The Board
consists of nine members and T would like
the hon. Member to find a majority of hon.
Members here who either grow or mill
rice, to make up the personnel of the
Board, That is by the way.

The Chairman of the Board is here and
I know he is capable of taking care of
some of the remarks made by the hon.
Member, but what I would like to say is
that he seems to know so much about
everything. He knows that Members of
the Board are bound hand and foot. I
really do not know what he meant by that
remark. Perhaps the hon. N ember was
giving the Council the benefit of his experi-
ence of other Boards he has sat on. So far
as I am concerned I am not hound hand
and foot to the Board; I am not bound
hand and foot to the Government.
member of that Board I speak freely and
express my opinion. It does not always
happen that my colleagues are in agree-
ment with my views but nevertheless X
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speak freely, and I know of no instance at
all where there was any closure on
freedom of speech.,

There is no doubt that one of the things
that have endangered the rice indastry
within the last few years is the evil prop-
aganda that has been going on throughout
the country districts of this Colony.
What surprises me is that the Government
of this Colony was not bold enough, with
the powers it has under the Defence
Regulations, to take action under them.
There can be no doubt about it whatsoever
that within the last two years there has
been any amount of evil propaganda circu-
lated around the country districts, and
more particularly in the rice growing
districts of the Colony. I do not think
there is any Member of this Council who
is as familiar with the country districts as
I am. I feel sure that if at any time
Your Excellency desires to be furnished
with information on that score you will no
doubt arrive at the same conclusion as I
have done and several other people have
done—that the crisis in the industry has
been due to the propaganda to which I have
referred, It took several shapes and
several forms; it was not along one lioe.
I wish to emphasize that, and, as I said
before, it is surprising that Government
did not take the same serious view of the
si-uation. The sooner Government takes
action along th= lines I have indicated the
better it will be not only for the rice
industry but a few of the minor industries
of this Colony,

I do not propose to reply to any of the
criticisms that have heen levelled by
Members in the course of their remarks.
That is not my duty, I am not here to
defend Government at all, but I must take
strong exceplion when Members make con-
flicting st~tements. I feel sure that T am
not abusing the privilege of the Council in
doing so. Reference has been made to the
sugar industry again. T have not risen to
champion the cause of the sugar industry,
but this I would like to say: that the
sugar industry is an organised industry,
and despite the efforts that have been made
by Government by the creation of a Board
to assist in production, to control exports
and to control local sales of rice, it has not
yet been possible to feel the effects of that
organization. The inference is obvious.
There must be some reason, and here I
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would refer to words I have used before,
The only inference that can be drawn from
that is that the situation is due to the
efforts that are made by ill-advised persons
to frustrate the activities of Government
in that respect. Happily, there are a
number of persons connected with the
industry who do not think along those lines,
Itis a very happy thing indeed. I can
assure  Your Excellency that there
are a number of people engaged in the
rice industry at the present time who
think along the lines of Government in
respect of the organization that has been
set up, and not only that, they appreciate
the value of that organization,

To go back to principles. I know I will
be told that the whole of this estimate has
been framed along the lines of instructions
received from the Secretary of State. I
made reference to a few items which in
my opinion ought to be put under separate
heads, and the reply received was to the
effect that it was done in that way on
instructions from the Secretary of State.
As this is the first opportunity I have had
since that announcement was made I would
like to express my disagreement with those
instructions and to enquire what form of
procedute is necessary to nullify those
instructions that are received from time
to time in matters of this kiund,

At a recent session of the Council I had
occasion to protest against the introduction
of a new Regulation which varied the com-
mitments of this Colony as regards the
payment of passages of officers on leave.
At that time I was told that a change had
been effected uuder the Colonial Office
Regulations and nothing could be done
about it. T said at the time that I was
going to move ~ motion to give effect to
my view of the matter, but it seems to me
it can be done in ano'her way. I have no
desire to involve the Council in any
lengthy debate on that subject, and now
that these estimates have given me an
opportunity to raise the question in a
different form, but really affecting the same
principle, it has occurred to me that if I
brought these two points to the attention
of Your Kxcellency there might be some
means of dealing with them other than by
way of motion. I do ask that you make
enquiry into the Regulation I have referred
to dealing with the payment of passages of
oficers on leave, and perhaps yow mey
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also be shown the old Regulation dealing
with the same matter in order that you
may review the matter from all angles,

So far as these estimates are cencerned, I
may mention at once that the appointment
of a Deputy Director of Agricultnre will
again receive opposition, at least so far as
1 am concerned, TFor reasons I have
given, in my opinion the Department is
top-heavy. I was surprised to find the
item still appearing on the Estimate—I’
thought it had been abolished by this time
—but when I saw the note that the post
was still vacant I was inclined to allow it
to remain on the KEstimate on the same
undertaking that was given last year that
the post would not be filled, but that the’
item would be kept on the Estimate in
case better days come and we tind it neces-
sary to make the appointment. I think
it was generally agreed last year that the
appointment would not be made. Now
that I have heard from the Colonial Secre-
tary that it is intended to make the
appointment early in the new year I con-
sider it very appropriate to raise my voice
again in protest against the appointment
being made. I do not think we should be
saddled with another £900 under this head
by the appointment of such an officer.

We have strengthened the staff of this
Department by the appointment of addi-
tion 1 Agricultural Instructors or Assis-
tants. I do mnot know which it is.
Here 1 would sav that I would not
oppose that because it seems to me
that those appointments are necessary.
We want oftficers to go around the
districts of the Colony and teach the
people what they should plant and when
and how they should plant. That is cer-
tainly a step in the right direction. The
only question I would probably ask con-
cerning those items is where are those
Instructors going to be stationed? The
reason for that question is obvious,
because if I fiud they are going to put an
Agricultural Instructor in the Mazaruni I
would naturally raise an ohjection because
that is a mining district.

When the Director is replying to the
debate I would like him to tell me
what will be the duties of the Curator. T
would like to know what work he is going
to do. Will he be expected to close the
gates of the Botanie Gardens in the even.
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ing or will he take the placc of the Botan-
ist and Plant Pathologist? I would like
to be informed as to what will bz his
duties,

1 must, as Vice-President of the Chdm-
ber of Commierce, tell the hon. Member for
North Westéri Distriét (Mr. Jacob) that
he has made a statément which is not at
all accurate. He complained that he could
not get surport from the Chamber, but he
stopped there. He did not tell us in what
way. I hope that when ahother opportuni-
ty 1s afforded him—he visits the Chamber
of Commerce very often—he will tell the
members of the Chamber in what way they
do not support him. In my own way I
always try to support him when I think
the matter on which he desires support is
one which should be given reasonable con-
sideration,

Mr. JACKSON : It was not originally my
intention to take part in the debate under
this Head because I have always regarded
the attacks made upon this Department as
a hardy annual, and it has always seemed
to me that this Department was selected
for special abuse, but I would like to make
a few remarks in connection with the
Advisory Board of Agriculture and to let
those who will understand that the members
of that Board perform the duties assigned
them to the best of their ability and are
given every facility to advise on matters
of that kind.

There was one remark made by the
hon, Member for Demerara-Essequebo
(Dr. Singh) to which I would like to make
special reference. In his remarks about
what perhaps he thought was the helpless-
ness of the Department of Agriculture he
stated that there are numbers of boys leav-
1ag school who cannot find employment,
and that an effort should be made to get
them on the land. He attributes the fact
that they are not there to something
wrong in the Department of Agriculture.
It is a known fact that a boy who observes
that his father is making a good living in
a certain profession or occupation endeav-
ours to follow in his wake. There is no
desire on the part of anyone to look upon
agriculture as a menial occupation. Those
were the words used by the hon. Memiber
to whom I aw referring, but everyone who
is  connected with agriculture in this
Coloiiy ¢annot but realize tlie dithculties
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under which those who till the land lab-
our. I do not know whether the hon.
Member thinks that the Department
of Agriculture should control droughts,
but we have droughts and we have floods.

Dr. SINGH: To a point of explanation.
I said that the reason why more boys are
1ot taking to agriculture is because they
look upon it as a menial dccupation at
present, but if modern implements were
introduced and there was sowe form of
mechanization we would find moie boys
taking to agriculture. I did not say it was
a menial job.

Mr. JACKSON : I repeat that no boy
looks upon agriculture as a menial occupa -
tion. I have referred to the difficulties
with which the agriculturist has to contend.
In the case of rice planting, especially on
the Corentyne Cuast, a great deal depends
upon weather conditions and upon irriga-
tion generally, What is Government’s an-
swer to this phase of the question? Ifhon.
Members consult the Estimates they will
see that in West Demerara particularly a
large sum of money will be expended for
the purpose of assisting in irrigation.

I should like to refer to one or two
remarks made very frequently in this
Counc'l by the hon. Member for North
Western District (Mr. Jacob) who speaks
perhaps with as glib a tongue as can be
expected from one in his position, and says
that he has ascertained the views of the
whole Colony with respect to certain mat-
ters, and then he reads some resolutions
which he says were subscribed to by the
whole Colony, or by 90 per cent. of the
population.

Mr. JACODB : I read no resolution under
this head.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : To a point of ordet
The hon. Member is not in his seat.
(laughter.)

Mr. JACKSON : I hope the hon. * em-
ber for North Western District will not
deny that in all of his speeches he has re-
ferred to what he regards as a fact, that he
represents Y0 or 95 per cent. of the popula-
tion of the Colony, and thav he knows their
views. I want to say that that is a very
dangerous statement to make in this Coun-
cil if it is allowed to go unchallenged,
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When the hon. Member speaks of holding
meetings all over the Colony and of uetmuw
resolutions passed it should celt(unly bo
rememsbered that those vesolutions ave
prepared for the purpose. As a matter of
fact Tam positive that if those resolutions
were taken to the persons who are supposed
to have agreed to them it would be found
that they Tenew very little about them. Tt is
manifestly unfair for two Members of this
Council, who go from one constituency to
another getting resolutions passed which
had been prepared by themsclves, to say
that they represent the whole Colony and
have the views of the Colony,

I challenge the hon, Member to go on
the West Coast of Demerara and give the
residents of that district an opportunity to
listen to his resolutions and to his remarks,
I challenge him to do that with any suc-
cess It is positively true that among
certain persons who do not think, or persons
who are not capable of thinking for them-
selves, he will get resolutions passed, but
1 say again it is unfair to this Council for
him to say that because he took resolutions
to certain people and they passed them,
that those resolutions represent the views
of the people of this Colony. The hon.
Member says he insists on publicity, but
what is the underlying motive of his desive
to seek publicity ? I do not like to be un
fair to my friend, but publici y sought and
obtained often proves detrimental to the
person who sought and obtained it, I
warn my friend that the frequency with
which he refers to publicity might do him
some barm and might be dubbed, as he
dubbed some other remarks, misdirected
energy. It might be misdirected energy
on his part to be stumping the country and
flouting resolutions here,

Mr., .JACOB: May T interrupt to ask
if this speeclh is relevant to the debate ?

Tur CHAIRMAN:

may proceed.

Tlie hon, Member

My, JACKSON: T am vreferring to
remarks made by the hon. Mem-

ber during the debate, and I am only
advising him that instead of charging
others with misdirected energy he should
apply the same to himself and his co-
adjutor who has been going about with
him stumping the oountly with resolutions
prepared beforehand to deceive the unwary.,
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My. PEER BACCHUS: The hon.
Member for North Western District (M.
Jacoh) complained some time ago of a

definite shortage of edible oil in the
Colony. At that time he was supplied

with facts and figures to convince him that
there was no shortage, but I regret to say
that he refused to be convinced by those
facts and figures. T am therefore reluc-
tant to quote further facts and figures.
The hon. Member further complains that
the Copra Board made some shipwments
imwecdiately before the shortage. A few
tons of copra were exported, but I am
thinking whether the situation would have
been better to-day if those few tons had
not been exported. When that export was
made only th: hon. Member could have
foreseen the drought that was coming and
the period it would last so as to prevent
him frow meeting his obligation to fulfil
an order which had been accepted. How-
ever, he feels certain that there will be no
copra or coconuts to he exported this
year. I think T will agree with him, but
it is due to the effects of the drought
during 1940 which has caused a temporary
shortage. In view of the fact that the
drought was prolonged until late that year
it has also affected the crop this year, and
I do not think the industry will recover
from the effects of that drought until per-
haps four or five months hence. I happen
to be a member of the Copra Board, not
because of my membership of this Council
but because I am a producer, and I may
inform the hon. Member that every member
of that Board holds his seat there because
he is connected with and interested in the
coconut industry in one way or another.
As T mentioned on the last occasion T feel
certain that they can take care of them-
selves.

Another thing whicli may contribute to
this Qolony not exporting copra this ycat
is the restriction” of exports due to the
fact that there are more demands for copra
products for local . consumption. I hope
we will be able to utilize all the coconut
products in this country rather than export
them at low prices. There is one phase
of the question on which I would like to
reply to the hon. Member, and that is in
respect of the figures he has been ¢uoting
continually for the past seven years. I
think every time the Council meets he
quotes those figures, but this time he said
he was quoting them because he desired
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that they should be on record. I propose
to refer to the figures he has quoted for
cach year and to <how what is responsible
for the reduced production in each year.
If the hon Member would take pains to
investigate the cause of the drop in the
production of rice since 1933 he would
find that the reason I am about to give
the Council is the correct one.

Although the people of this colony have
been charged with having very short
memories I do not think anyone in this
Council has forgotten the unprecedented
floods of 1933. We had a bumper rice
crop that year, but owing to the floods even
the rice stored at the mills was destroyed.
In that year we exported 29,000 tons of
rice, but in 1934 our exports dropped to
14,000 tons on account of the after affects
of the 1933 Hoods. The acreage under
rice cultivation in 1937 was 79,885 acres
as against 88,417 acres in 1933, a difference
of about 9,000 acres. In 1935 our export
figures dropped to 10,000 tons. In 1934 we
had a period of dry weather just when the
seeds were germinating and it killed about
50 per cent. of the crop. The acreage under
cultivation then was 75.911 acres. In
1936 we exported over 20,000 tons of rice.
In spite of the adverse weather conditions
in 1935, which affected the crop by about
30 per cent., I must say that the yield in
that year was excellent, and but for the
unfavourable weather conditions I feel
certain that our exports in that year would
have exceeded those of 1933, The acreage
under cultivation in that year was over
82,000" acres. In 1937 there was heavy
rain just at the beginning of the season
which prevented the sowing of seeds. The
seeds are broadcast in the County of Berbice
and on account of the early rains the
farmers were prevented from broadcasting.
They had to resort to hand planting which
of course reduced the orop. That year
there were just over 61,000 acres under
cultivation. We had adverse weather
conditions up to 1941, and I think it is
known to the hon. Member that in many
villages pumps had to be used for the pur-
pose of irrigating the lands. Government
came to the assistance of the farmers with
a small pump but more than 50 per cent,
of the orop suffered as the result of the
dry weather.

T think Government would be grateful
to the hon. Member if he could suggest any
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means whereby the Rice Marketing Board
could make coditions suitable for the rice
crops. I would support him if he would
advocate that a drainage and irrigation
scheme was the only means of increasing
the rice production og the Colony. That
is what Government has in mind and I
hope that within the iext few years we
will be in a position ot only to maintain
but to exceed the export figures of 1933.
I know that this .Colony can grow
suflicient rice to meet the West Indian
market if we have drainage and
irrigtionand I hope the hon. Member will,
use his energy in supporting any
schemes that are in progress by giving
his advice as an expert. He seems to be
an expert in every line, and if he can give
any advice which will bring those schemes
to finality the Colony will be grateful to
him and he would be doing the people of
the country a service which they really
desire and would take every advantage of.

Mr. WOOLFORD : Sir, I have risen to
support the claim of coffee to the attention
of this Department, and particularly to
Your Excellency, in view of the remarks
you made in your inaugural Address to
this Council.

Mr. JACO®B : It is very diflicult to hear
ut this end of the table. I do not know
what is the reason, bat I have not heard
half of what has been said by the last
speaker, and I think ray friend on my left
would say the same thing,

Mr. WOOLFORD: There is one thing
the hon. Member will not hear and that is
any allusion whatever to his political
excursions into his own or even into my
constituency. I am not going to follow
the hon. Member in that direction; I
reserve that for another time. I have
risen (o support the claims of his constit-
uency and his own representations for the
recognition of coffee, and I agree that the
hon. Member is entitled to listen to what
I have to say, although I do not suppose
it would have the slightest effect on him.
I am a lawyer but I am not precluded by
any proficiency in that profession from ex-
pressing my views on the economic condi-
tion of the coffce industry of the Colony.
I was a member of the Legislature when
the then Director of Agriculture was also
a Member. In those days there was no

¢riticism of this Department. He would
*
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not have allowed it even from the Govern-
ment.

I have risen to support the claims of
coffee on the ground that it is a permaneut
crop and enjoyed the benefit of expert
cultivation not only by t"e peasant farmers
but by a Scotsman who knew his job and
was a very successful cultivator in the North
West District. I think that was perhaps
before the hon. Member was horn. He
made a success of his plantation and when
coffec met with its mishaps he turned his
attention to rubber. In the Pomeroon
River there exists to-day either the orig-
inal owners or the descendants of men who
thoroughly understand coffee cultivation.
I recall the days in the Canals Polder
when coffee was not a farmer’s product at
all. Very prominent men in Wat r Street
and private individuals owned coffee plan-
tations. Mr. Dias was then a Member of
the Legislature. The Canals Polder
enjoyved a very extensive coffeec cultivation
and T have risen to ask you, sir, to imple-
ment what was the attitude of Governmeut
in subsidising this industry ; it deserves it.

Our Liberian coffee enjoys the reputa-
tion of Dbeing not only a coffec of good
quality but an indispensable adjunct owing
to the quality of its blend. 1 know that
because I have been Chairman of a Coffee
Commission on which I have heard expert
opinion, and T know that it enjoys a good
export trade not only in Canada but in
Scandinavia and Holland. All that is now
impossible but we have a local deman |
which will absorb the entire crop and
perhaps leave a certain amount for expo t.
It is the Liberian blend which, I am
assured by experts, is a very necessary
ingredient in the composition of some
coffee. It suits the local taste, it has a
ready sale and it is easily cultivable. If
there was ever a produce which is a
peasant crop and which is entitled to some
subsidy it is coffee. It must not be over-
looked that sugar gets an indirect subsidy
in the form of preference, and we have
frequently in this Council relieved the
_sugar industry of heavy charges.

Having regard to the fact that the
people in the Canals Polder are merely
cultivators of ground provisions, and
having vegard to the proximity of the
Cunals Polder to the Produce Depét their
coffee should find a ready wsale, and it
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should be possible to control its price.
Paragraph 27 of the Administration Re-
port of the Director of Agriculture for
1940 should be read by th se who are
advocating the protection of coffee. It
says i—

27. The area under coffee in 1940 was 2,575
acres of the Liberian variety. Export siles
became so restrictel that production is now
viewed purely in regard to domestic demand.
Low prices over a period of years have discour.
aged any but ecsential field operations with a
consequent reduction in output. Surplus stocks
were reduced, prices rose and remained at a
cowparatively high level, the average for the
year being approximately eight cents per pound
for raw beans.

We know that there has been a visit by
the hon. Member for North Western
District (Mr. Jacob) to Surinam, and that
upon an examination of the question by
the Government it was decided to sub-
sidise coffee cultivation at a certain price
per acre, having regard to the then price,
but we know that a better price is being
obtained now. It is a crop which is
entitled to support, and we know that it
nearly went out of existence simply because
it did not pay the farmers to reap the
berries. T think that under present con-
ditions thiere should not be a recurrence
of that. The Department of Agriculture
can be of real help in suggesting to Govern-
ment that in the Canals Polder there
should be some machinery whereby the
raw beans could be properly treated so as
to produce a better coffec. We know what
success has attended their efforts and I
think it is a matter in which the Director
of Agriculture could impress on Govern-
ment the necessity for some form of
machinery which would relieve the farmers
of the treatment of the raw beans,

Mr. Mc DAVID (Colonial Treasurer):
The last occasion on which it was very
necessary for me to reply to criticisms
by the hon. Member for North Western
District (Mr, Jacob) as Chairman of
the Rice Marketing Board T spoke
for three-quarters of an hour, but on
this occasion I propose to te very brief.
The reason for my brevity is that I
think the Council realizes that the
hon. Member has only used this opportun-
ity to rehash statements, criticisms, and
insinuations which he has made in this
Council from year to year. Most of those
statements are unjust, and most of them,
if not all, are inaccurate, I personally
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endorse every word which has been said in
this Council concerning the actions or
activities of the hon. Member. I retract not
one word, jot or tittle I have said, and I
have had ample justification for the re-
marks I have made here. I have tried to
find out from the numerous speeches of the
hon. Member what is really the meat of
his criticisms of the Rice Marketing Board,
and I think I found it in a remark made
in this Council last year in reply to the
President. This is what the hon. Member
said :—“If the Boara ceases |:roduction
will automatically go up.”

There we have it. It is the hon, Mem-
ber's idea that it is the Rice Marketing
Board that caused rice production to come
down, and it is his view that if the Board
were abolished the rice production of the
Colony would quickly go up. I would
invite the attention of the hon. Member to
Council paper No. T of 1941 which con-
tains a despatch from Sir Frank Stockdale,
Comptroller for Development and Welfave
in the West Indies, ani a memorandum
by his Agricultural Adviser, That des-
patch and memorandum followed on the
visit ‘of those two officers to this Colony.
Ishould just read very briefly a remark by
Mr. Wakefield in paragraph 67 .of his
meinorandum, This is what he wrote :—

“,..The Rice Board should receive every
support as I consider it is essential for its oper-
ations to continue both during and after the

war. It has undoubtedly done good work and
will benefit by exyerience,”

There we have a clear-cut issue. The
hon. Member thinks that the Board has
caused production to fall and wishes
it abolished in order that production
might go wup, while the Adviser to
Sir Frank Stockdale informs Govern-
ment that in his view the activities of the
Board should and must continue during
and after the war. Tam glad to say that
the policy recommended by Sir TFrank
Stockdale in this p rticular respect is being
adopted by the Government. 1 canno: say
what form the Board will take when the
war ceases. As hon. Members know, it is
being operated under the Defence (Rice
Control) Regulations as a war emergency
measure, but cbviously when the emergency
ceases the Board will be re-constituted
under Statute which will be passed by this
Council. We must take it for granted
that this scheme of single-selling hus come
to stay, and I challen e the hon. Membey
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to produce 5 per cent. of the.-padi growers
in this Colony who would object to the
continuance of the Board. I challenge
him indeed to produce them.

There are just a few minor comments I
wish to make on some points of the hon,
Member’s remarks.

Mr. JACOB: It is extremely difficuls
at this end of the table to hear what my
friend is saying. That has been our diffi-
culty here all the time. I have just asked
the attendant to a+k the hon. Member to
send ‘me the paper he read from and I
think he has refuvsed to send it.

Tee CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member
said qui‘'e cleaily what paper he was read-
ing from, but I have no objection (o that
being repeated.

Mr. McDAVID: I rcad an extract
from, Council Paper No. 7 of 1941, a
despatch from the Comptreller for
Development and Welfare in the West
Indies.

Mr, JACOB: I am referring to tho
remarks he quoted with regard to the
abolition of the Board. I would like to
get that document.

Mr. McDAVID: T think .the hen,
Member is referting to remarks by himself
which I quoted. I quoted from the Han-
sard report of the 27th August, 1940, page
421, and the remarks I qu.ted were:—
«If the Board ceases production will
automatically go up,”

To return to the details to which
I vreferred. The hon, Member hag
agein referred to this curious discrepancy
in his own mind. In 1939, just as
the Board started, we were called
upon to negotiale an agreerent with
T rinidad and we made an estimate of what
the probable exporta le surplus would
be. At that time Sir John Waddington
requested it and we were busily engag-
ed in trying to stimulate the grow-
ing of an augmented Spring crop, and
in putting forward our estimate of the
probable exportable surplus we arrived at
30,000 tons as that surplus after including
15,000 tons as the possible yield from the
Spring crop. As I have said here before,
the Spring erop did not yield 15,000 tons
but ne tens at all; for the reason, as the
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Council well knows, that we had a drought
which was perhaps the worst this Colony
has experienced within living memory.
The hon, Member blames 1he Rice Market-
ing Board for the drought and not having
rice to export, and has gene oo doing that
year after year. I hope that next year
when this debate occurs agaiv I may not
hear anything more about this missing
15,000 tons of rice.

Now we ¢ 'me to what is printed in the
report of the Board for the last half-year.
It is there stated that on the estimate
provided by the Department of Agriculture
the Autumn crop is estimated to yield
50,000 tons of rice. The Department of
Agriculture went further., The actual
area planted for this Autumn crop has been
consider ably larger than it has been before,
and the yield would have been very much
heavier but for the unseasonable rains
which fell in October. If it is correct
that that Autumn crop will yield 50,000
tons of rice then, assuwing that our local
consumption is about 25,000 tons, we ought
to have an exportable surplus next year of
about 25,000 tons, not taking into account
any Spring crop. In the opinion of the
Board there is ample ground for going
ahead and trying to arrange for a sale to
Trinidad of their complete requirements
in 1942, and T have to inform the Council
and the hon. Member that negotiations
are now in progress to that end. If we
do get a Spring crop, »nd I think Govern-
ment and the Department of Agriculture
are going to do c¢verythiog they can to
increase production of the Spring crop,
then we shall have much more to expo:t,

The hon, Member adopted a word which
T used first in this Council two years ago.
I used the word * technique” in reference
to himself when I spoke about his having
acquired abroad ‘‘a technique in co-opera-
tion.”

Mr, JACOB: T should remind the
hon. Member that the word ¢ technique”
has been very frequently used in connec-
tion with the Axis powers. Perhaps—

Mr. Mc DAVID: The hon. Member’s
reference then was to the technique in
marketing. If there is a marketing
technique with which the hon. Member is
very familiar then that technique is not
the kind of technigque that will operate at
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the present time in selling rice to Trinidad.
I know what occurred before the Board
came into being, Middlemen, deale’s and
sellers went about the country keeping
their noses to the ground and trying
fo buy rice as cheaply as possible to
sell it in Trinidad, and cutting each other’s
throat, That was their technique of
marketing, Now we have to sell rice to
the Government of T inidad, The Govern-
ment of Trinidad buys through a represent-
ative body in bulk and is not prepared to
buy in small lots. If this colony is unable
or unwilling to sell to rinidad in the way
they wish to purchase they will buy their
complete requirements of 20,000 to 22,000
tons from India, That is the kind of
competition we have to meet. I do not
want it to be said that there is strong com-
petition at present because of events which
have occurred, but that is the proposition
with which the Board has been faced in
Trinidad. We were asked by the Gov-
ernment of Trinidad: ¢“Can you supply
our whole requirements? If the answer
is yes, say what is your price. If
yo dv not meet our vequirements we will
buy from Tndia.” We h.ve to face up to
that position, and I am happy to bhe able
to say that for next year this Col .ny will
probably be or will be able to supply
Trinidad with rice.

Mr. JACOB: Do you say ¢ probably,”
or that the Coulony will be able t» supply
Trinidad ?

Mr. McDAVID: Yes. I am quite
awave that the hon. Member has put it on
record that our exports next year will be
only 12,000 tons. I do not wish to pre:s
too much on the time of the Council,
There arve so many small details to which
the hon. Member referred which have been
answered before, but in regard t» the
constitution of the Board [ invite this
Council to refer to the remarks made by
the President of the Council, Sir Wilfrid
Jdackson, in closing the rice debate some
timo last year, I crave the indulgenre of
the Council to read a few wo:ds of the
President’s remarks. He said:—

“I am trying to avoid personalities, but [
think the meaning is clear enough. L have
received very strong representations from
various sources, iacluding some growers, that
the Board shoull not be interfered with ; that
it has the confidence of the public and, above

all, that the independence of the Board should
be preserved; They have gone further than
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that and particularly asked in some cases that
the Board should be protected from the influ-
ence of some of its eritics. I think it is well
that it should be known thal there are strong
representations on the other side. It is not
well that stacements like those which have been
made here should be made without an answer to
the effect that there is another and a complete-
ly different point of view very strongly held
by a great many yeople, to say the least of it.”

That was said by Sir Wilfrid Jackson in
regard to the constant complaint from the
hon. Member that the constitution of the
Board should be changed, and certain
unspecified appointments should be made
in substitution for the present membenrs.

Mr. JACOB: I would like to correct
that. No specified appointments were
suggested.

Mr. McDAVID: T said “unspecified
appointments.’” Before I sit down I wish
to say that my humble opiuion is that this
single-selling experiment which had been
looked forward to for a long time before
the wsar bas met and is meeting with
considerable success, The Rice Market-
ing Board was looked upon by some
people as a failure before it started.
I know that the hon. Member fully
expected that in the first balance-sheet
there would be a loss. T know that
the hon. Member has been expecting that
we would be in a mess, but nothing like
that has happened. The Board has pro-
duced satisfactory figures and has stabilized
the price of rice in such a way that the
producers know precisely what they are
getting, and that all of their rice would be
purchased and paid for, I do notthink I
need say any more. I have alieady
answered on a previous occasion criticisms
by the hon, Member, and I endorse every-
thing I have said before.

Toe CHAIRMAN : T have just one ques-
tion to ask in regard to the total of exports.
I have heard it put at avery low figure by
the hon. Member for North-Western
District (Mr. Jacob). Can you give us an
estimate of the minimum probable exports
for 19427

Mr. Mc DAVID: T should say that
the estimate is about 25,00Q tons,

Mr. JACOB : I should like that to be
amplified. Is that exclusive of the Spring
crop to be grown in April next year ? That
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is the interpretation of paragraph 11 of
the Board’s report.

Mr. McDAVID: You asked me, sir,
what is the minimum export which the
Board thinks will go from this Colony
next yesr and I answered ¢ About 25,000
tons.”

Mr. DE AGUAIR: A great deal of our
exportable surplus, not only of rice but
every other commodity, is dependent upon
our local requirements. T take it that it
is the policy of Goverbment, and T am
sure it is going to be the policy of the
Board, tu provide all we need for local
consumption first, and whatevetr surplus is
availabla for ecxport will be exported. I
endorse the Treasurer’s remarks when he
said that the present estimate for next
year’s export is 25,000 tons, snd no ques-
tion as to any Spring or Autumn crop is
considered.

Mr. JACOB: I merely want to get tho
figures correctly; I do not want any mis-
understanding. Paragraph 11 of the
Board’s report states that there will be
50,000 tons of rice available. The normal
locsl consumption is 25,000 tons. That
will not be disputed. I i1ake it that if that
consumption is 25,000 tons there will be
an available surplus of 25,000 for export.
Let us have the figures without any make-
up. If it is 5,000 tens or 50,000 tons let
it be clearly stated and recorded,

Mr. D AGUTAR: The hon. Member
is endeavouring to confuse the issue.
When T referred to local consumjption I
thought the hon. Member would have been
wise cnough to remain in his seat. It is
extremely difficult for the Board or any
person in this Colony to say what is the
annual consumption of rice, and the
reasons are obvious. Rice is sold by the
Board but large qu:ntities are kept ia
the possession of the growers for their
own benefit. It is therefore extremely
difficult to arrive at any reasonably
accurate estimate of what the local con-
sumption of rice is. The hon. Member is
assuming that it is 25,000 tons and I am
quite prepared to accept his figure.
According to the figures submitted by the
Board it is estimated that 50,000 tons of
rice will be produced next year, so that
it ounly needs a simple subtraction to find
out the exportable surplus. It does not
need any argument or dispute,
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Tae CHATRMAN : I think the point

has been sufficiently ventilated,

Mr. LEE: I would like to
Government’s attention to one or two
things. (Government has dcemed it
advisable, through the Rice Marketing
Board, to increase the price of rice by 20
cents on the bag, but it has not deemed it
advisable to fix the price of milling rice.
If Government has not the power to do sn
I think it should have the power. In my
constituency the millers have increased
the fees for milling by morve than 20 cents
per bag. Therefore when Government
thinks it is giving 20 cents per bag more
to the growers in order to encourage them,
no such thing is being done. The growers
can only he assisted if there is no increase
in rental, milling fees, the cost of bags and
reaping implements. T réspectfu'ly ask
Governwent to see that the millers do not
increase their fees.

draw

There is also the question of erading.
When the Police take sramples of milk from
milk vendors for analysis one sample is
given to the vendor in order that he might
‘secure an independent aralysis if he so
desires. In the case of rice grading the
owner of the rice only hasa right of appeal
against the gradin-. In some cases their
appeals aro upheld, but on the whole the
gystem is not satisfactory. I wrote
Government suggesting the appointment
of certain gentlemen in the community
who know about rice and grading to see
thet the growers get fairplay inthe grading
of their rice. I am renewing that applica-
tion to Government to appoint competent
people as licensed grading officeis to whom
a seller can take a porticn of the sample
of his rice and have it graded independently
of the Board’s grading.

I am also appealing
afford rice

to Government to

growers every facility to
ob'ain loans at the Loan Banks for
rice growing. The Rice Marketing

Board does not assume that responsibility,
but if it is to manage the rice industry it
should have all the necessary powers,
including the making of loans, so as to pre-
vent it from throwing the responsibility for
any failure on any other Department. The
rice growers in this Colony are in agree-
ment that the single-seller policy is the
best. (“ Hear, hear”). I endorse that
view, but I say that it is not being prop-
erly administered.
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My. McDAVID: On the question of
milling fees the Board fully realizes the
position, and a proposal is now under con-
sideration to appoint a Competent Anthor-
ity under the Defence Regulations which
would enable the Board to take action in
suitable cases if considered necessary.
Naturally it is rn extremely difficult thing
to fix milling fees.

As regards the grading I will ask the
Divector of Agriculture to deal with that
question when he replies to the debate.
He has recently spoken to a batech of
growers on the subject, and I think he has
convinced them that the preseut arrange-
ment is probably the best.

Mr. JACOB: 1 would like to rvefer
Your Excellency to the quotation made by
the Treasuver when he spoke’ just now.
He referred o page 921 of the Hansard
report of August 27, 1940, and read : <1
the Board ceases production will automat-
ically go up:” In doing so he left out the
previous sentence which reads: “We ngree
to differ on th.t point.” That was thle
statment I made in reply to the Chairman
who said: “ From your own showing it
seems to be so.” This portion of the
Hansard does not show it clearly, but I
l'ave stated herc over and over that T am
against the present method of control. I
have stated it over and over, and I can pro-
duce numerous debates to show that I am
in favour of control but control of the right
kind. The hon. Member for Hssequebo
River (Mr. Lec) has ma’e the point quite
clearly. Wherever we have gone I have
stated that we have no ohjection to eantrol
but control of the right kind. In making
that quotation my friend desived to convey
to the Council that I am definitely against
confrol. I am not. When Mr. Hall was
here T made that point quite clear to him.
Since that suggestion was put forward I
have taken every opportunity to make that
point explicit.

We will have another opportunity
to-morrow to talk about _the Rice
Grading Inspector, therefore I am not

going to say anything more this after-
noon. I do object very strongly to the
sentiments expressed by the hon. Member
for Central Demerara (Mr. De Aguiar), and
I will refer the Council to certain things
when we come to the item ¢ Rice Grading
Inspector ” on the following page.
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Mr. C. V. WIGHT : Ttis difficult to
understand what the hon. Member says
when ho refers to the question of coutrol.
I agree with control but I think the Rico
Marketing Board and the Treasurer are
fully aware that I+ m insistent on a stronger
form of control by Gnvernment, something
in the nature of a preliminary step to the
establishment of a central mill. I quite
agree with what the hon. Member for
Essequebo River (Mr. Lee) has said about
the millers. After all they are in the
bands of the merchants who have it in
their power to call them to order in the
interest of the community, I have nnthing
further to add to that statement, but these
persons to whom it vefers will be able to
draw whatever inference they like. I
agres with the hon. Member that the in-
crease of 20 cents per big to the grower
has been practically negatived by various
forms of increases. We want a form of
control which would ensure to the producer
the full benefit of a stabilized price which
wou'd not be subject to any fluctuations.
Perh ps it would clear the atmosphere
considerably if Government appointed
an independent committez so that those
persons who desired to might give evidence
as to what they considered to be wrong in
the control of the rice industry. It is no
good one saying that heagrees with control
but control of the right kind, and not say-
ing what is the right kind of control.

My, JACOB : The right kind of control.
The " people who are planting and ave
intrested in rice should control the indus-
try and no one else—no lawyers and others,

Mr. WIGIHT : The hon. Member has
forgotten that the hon, Member for Esse-
quebo River (Mr. Lee) is a lawyer., That
is where he finds himself in difliculty.

Mr, JACOB: I will not worry about
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that (laughter). I was vreferring to
another lawyer who is never present in this
Council, He is on the Board, T would
like to ask how many meetings of the Rice
Marketing Board have been held and how
many the hon. Member attended? The
Rice Producers’Advisory Committee, which
comprises 17 members, unanimously rec-
ommended when 16 members weve present
that the personnel of the then Board
should be changed by at least 50 per cent,
No names were suggested, but the Govern-
ment definitely declined to change the
Board, The result was that tho hon,
Member for HEssequebo River (Mr, Lee)
and T resigned from the Committee. It
was as the result of the debate in this
Council from which those words were
skilfully selected by the Treasurer a while
ago.

We  suggest that people who arve
engaged in the industry—those who are
planting, milling and marketing rice, and
those who know the technique of market-
ing (laughter) should be on the Board, [
have no objection to my friend the hon,
Member for Central Demerara (M.
DeAguiar) or the hon. Member for West-
ern Berbice (Mr., Peer Bacchus), but I
certainly take strong exception to the
Colonial Treasver being on the Board. I
do not know why the Director of Ag icul-
ture is not Chairman of the Board, or even

Vice-Chairman of it. We have Mr.
Macnie as Vice-Chairman 1T have no
objection to other Members of this

Council, who have a responsibility to the
people, heing on the Board, but I take
strong exception to four members of the
Board who should be removed as carly as
possible.

The Coucil resumed and adjounred until
10.30 a.w. the following day.





