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101 Memders Present

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Friday, 11th Decentber, 1942

The Council met at 12 moon, the
ITonourable the Colonial Secretary.
Mo G DL Owen, CULGL, presiding in
the absence of 1Tis  Bxcelleney {he
Governor, Sir Ctordon Tefhem, K.C.M.C

PRESENT.

The TTon. the Aftorney-General, Mr.
Io. O. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C.

The TTon. ..J.S.
Agriculture.

Dash, Director of

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C., (New
Amsterdam).

The Hom. K. .
(‘olonial Treasurer.

MceDavid, C.B.E.,

The Hon. T. T.
(Gieorgetown North).

Seaford, O.B.T.,

The ITon. M. B. (. Austin, O.B.T.,
(Nominated Unofficial Member).

The ITon. YW. A. D'Andrade, 0.B.T,,
Comptroller of Customs.

The ITon. M. B. Laing, 0.B.E., Com-
missioner of Local Government.

The ITon.
Engineer.

G. 0. Case, Consulting

The Flon. L. Gi. Crease, Director of
Education.

The TTon.: D.
ol Ilorests.

R. Wooad, Conservator

The TTon. Perey €. Wight, O.B.Y,
(Georgetown Centfral).
whg

The Hon. J. Eleazar (Berbice River),
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The TIIon. J. Gonsalves, O.BI.
{Georgetown South).
Baccehus

Peer

The Tlon.
Berhiced.

(“Western

The  TTon.
Diemerara).

J. 1. de Aguiar (Central

The ITon. . . Jacob (North Western
District) .

The ITon. .T. W, Jackson (Nominated
Tnolficial Membelr).

The T™on. . V.
Iixsequelis)

Wight  (Western

The Clerk read pravers,

MINUTES.

The minutes of the meeting of the

Counc¢il held won the 10th Decentber,
as printed and ecirculated, were cone
firmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

PrESIDENT'S ARSENCE.

Trny CITATRMAN: T think TTis Tox-
cellency  the  Governor informed the
Comeil vesterday that he will be out.
of town during the week-end, probably
until next Tuesday. T have received o
message saying that he may be coming
Lack to-morrow instead: T am not’ sure
whetlher that is correct.

ORDER O TIHT DAY.

(Varvarroxn & Ramixe)
Birn.
Ty ATTORNEY-GENERAT, (M,
Pretheroe): T rise to move the second
yrearding of—

(G LORGETOW N
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“A Bill intituled an Ordinance to amend

the law with respect to the valuation
of property in the City of Georgetown
for the purpose of levying taxes and
rates and for other purposes incidental
thereto or connccted therewith."

This Bill is a domestic affair which
applies only to the City of Georgetown.
The only people affected hy it are the
property-owners in the City. The Bill
has heen considered, debated and re-
considered for a long time by their own
representative memhers of the George-

town Town Council. Thix Bill is the
same as that put up by the Town
Council  except  for certain  verhal

alterations in  the drafting and it
expresses the wishes of that Cowneil.
I think it is obvious that those who
are not inferested in this Bill will have
nothing to say abont its principles. It
will see that the dranghtsman hag in
facet only given effect to (he wishes of
ihe Town Council.

The Rill is divided into three parts.
Part. 1 deals exclusively with the
appointment and constitntion of the
Assessment Committee. T may say at
this stage, T am very glad that the
draughtsman of this Bill adopted the
expressions “assess ”, “assessor” and
“assessment” all the way through the
Bill instead of “appraise”, “appraiser”
and “appraicement.” The latter ex-
pressions hecame obsolete a century
ago and the only loeal laws remaining
with them now are thowe relating to
ihe New Amsterdam Town Council.
The appointment and constitution of
the Assessment Committee isx the most
important thing in rating. Any form
of rating depends entirvely for its fair-
ness on the work of that Committee.
If the Commitiee 1is diligent and
capable then the assessment meets with
satisfaction, but on the other hand, if
ihe Commitiee is mnot diligent and
capable, probably the same thing would
happen as now—alleged gross inequal-
ities in the rating system. This Bill
is infended to remove such inequalities.
The Assessment Committee, it is pro-
posed, shall ceonsist of five persons of
whom mnot more than three shall be
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members of the Town Counecil. They
will he appointed Dby the Georgetown
Town Council. T have no doubt that
in view of the importance of the Cowm-
niittee great care will be taken in the
selection of its members. They are not
to bhe paid: their services are to he

oratuitons. - As provided in the Tirst
Schedule, three wmembers shall form

a quorum and there is a very mecessary
provision that no member of that Com-
mittee shall attend any meeting when
any property ix under consideration
which  le owns, or lhis wife. or anyv
member of hix family owns or oecenpies,
or anv commpany in which he is inter-
ested as a shaveholder or as a director,
manaeer or other official of that com-

pany. Tt therefore follows that as far
as it ix possible, except in the ecase

of a frustee. no person can attend a
meeting of fhat Commitiee who has in
the vemeteslt deoree anv inierest.  All
ihe narties on that Commiitee will he
disinterested at the time of wmaking
assessment.

I do mot think T
longer with 1he description of the
Assessment Commititee because it fol-
lows that of every (olomial Rating
Grdinance in existence. Tt very eclosely
follows the Tort-of-Spain Corporation
Ordinance, Trinidad, whieh follows the
English Valuation and Rating Aet and
other Colonial Ordinances. As one
knows they all eapy the others and we
mevely  follow suit and copy theirs.
The only i{hing different is that the
Asgessment Committee shall consist of
not more than five members of whom
not more than three shall be membhers
of the Georgetown Town Council. Per-
Tiaps T may vefer to the number “three.”
Ti is obvions that the people appointed
te manage the City’s affairs must have
ultimate control over the (ity's affairs,
and amongst those affairs rating, T
suppose, takes first place. Tt follows
ihen, that if the Town Council de not
have power to have three of their own
members on the Committee they would
in faet run the risk of heing outvoted
in one of the important duties they
possess,  In order to give effect at their

need  deal
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own meetings they must have a majority
on that Committee. The number “five,™
—the tatal members of the Committee,
—is chosen, I have no doubt, because
small commifiee it will have a
ereal amount of work to do in twelve
months. Tt has to start on January 1
and the assessment of every properiy
in 1he City must be completed within
nine months, <o as to allow time for
appeals.

aN oA

Part IT of the Bill deals with rating.
T need not say anything whatever abont
that., ax it merely adopts 1he present
svstem.  Tu other words, the form of
assessment. has  been aliered hut 1he
manner of rating has not heen altered.
Part TTT of the Dill—Miscellaneons—
covers a number of items. The "whole
need for this particular Bill appears in
the First and Second Schedunles. One
may wonder why we have put the most
important part of the Bill in Schedules.
The answer is that this is a sort of
new svstem and the Town Couneil caun-
not guarantee that tliere may ot he
a snag. They may want to alter cer-
1ain details, and if it is only a domestic
affair of their cwn Tet them alter {hem.
The Town  Council  cannot alter an

Ordinance. but this Council can, and

<o in thig Rill we have nut {le
Sehednles in the hody of the Ordinance
eiving the Town Council power fto
amend the schedules either totally or
in part. That is a common practice.
T hag happened in a mnumber of
Ordinances on the Statute Book of 1his
Colony. T .shall refer later to ihosd
iwo Scehednles. At fhe present time
all T meed refer to is one or itwo
important clanges. T have only men-
tioned the Assessmenti Committee.

In this Colony T have found in my
{ime here that evervhody likes appeals.
and in this particular Bill the right of
appeal is given. When vour property
lias been assessed by this Committee,
ithe procedure following is that if the

person assessed or the City TEngineer:

is not satisfied he may appeal against
that assessment Tn the first place the
appeal is made {0 the Georgetown
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Town Council. There are several
clauses set out fo show the method of
appeal to the Town Council. All the
parties are entitled to be heard. If
that property-owner is not  satisfied
with the finding of the Town Coun-
cil then he can appeal to the Magis-
trate. There  are  provisions  setting
out what the Magistrate minst do when
liec heanrs the appeal. There is yet one
further right of appeal it ihe property
owner or the City Engineer or the
Commiittee is not satisfied with the
Magistrate’s finding, and that is to a
Judege of the Supreine Court. There-
fore. after three attempts the right of
appeal ends, good or bad. Tt eannot
be urged against this Bill that full
vight of appeal has not been granted.

I have already said that Part IT
deals with rating. T mneed not refer
to that as the provisions only apply
to the existing assessment. the anly
alteration being the system. Part TIT
—Miscellaneous—containg one or 1wo
new items. One appears in Clanse 3S.
T: was suggested in the original Bill as
published that Government shonld pav
a Tump sum in respect of Crown and
Colony properties within the George-
town area and thereafter that sum be
subjected to adiustment between Gov-
ernment and the Town Council. The
sum fixed was a large one and it
seems extremely doubtful on the face
of it whether the figure was equitable
or otherwise. When it was discussed
and censidered in Governor in Council
it emerged that it was 1he conxensus
of opinion that there was no excuse
o justifieation for Government pron-
erty being freated anv different to
that of other people. Why shonld not
Government property he {reated pre-
cisely in {he came manner as a private
individual’s? T have no ohjection to
that, and so Clanse 38 of this Bill pro-
vides that Government property shall
bhe assessed and rated in precisely the

same mamer as that of a private
person. There is, however, one differ-
ence. There ave certain pecuniary

penaltiex  imposed on  persons under
1his Tl for not doing certain thines.
That is impossible to apply where Gov-
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erument  ix  concerned, heecause the
- Director of Tublic Works has bheen
selected and named as the person ap-
pearing on behalf of the Government,
There is no reasen why he should be
Jiable personally for any penalty, and,
therefore, a proviso to snb-clause 2 hgs
heen put exempting the Director of
Tublic Works from pecuniary liabili-
ties wndeyr this Bill,

There iz one nther alieration 10 which
T enehit to vefer, and that is in - respect
nf clause 39. Tt has been a matter of
diseussion and debate—the auestion of
assessment of wharves and stellings om
the river front—hecanse Seciion 2 of

the Georeetown Town Couneil Ordinanee

defines  the TDoundaries of the City
of Georgetawn giving  the wesfern
Lonndary as  the Tow  water wmark

of spring tides of the Demerara TRiver
bhetween  1he western extremities of
1he northern and <onthern boundaries,
and most of {the stellines projeet he-
vond the river-line. Mheve is some
anestion as to what will hanynen to the
Duildines and stellings which are bhe-
vend this river-line and are therefore
ontside the Georgetown Town Council
Grdinance and ouiside the jurisdietion

of the Georgetown Town Council, T
think  eommonsense  indicates  that

ihese stellings and the buildings {herve-
on should form part of Georgetown.
Tn faet the Town Conneil have to keep
up  the voads which lead to these
wharves and sfellings and also supply

water 1o these stellings and  pro-
vide water, which is  charged for.
for, 1he hoats alongside  these
stellings. Tao  {he ordinary man in
the sireet these wharves and sfell-
ings arve Tor all purposes a part of
Georgetewn. T myself  do not  sayv

iliey are not a part of Georgetown.
Thevefore, to rvemove doubt in dhat
matter, Clanse 39 of this Bill provides
that these stellings and auy erection
thereon are for the purposes of taxa-
tien and rating a part of the City of
Jeorgetown and, it follows thevefore,
are subject to 1he Town Council and
to their assessment,

TEGISLATIVE CoT'NOTL
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T turn now
This sets ond

to the Tirst Schedule.
in detail the procedure
which xhiall govern all meetings of the
Assessment  Committec.
T may sav. e not the idea of the
dranghtsman of the Bill and not the
idea actually of the Georgetown Town
Council.. but hiave been literally copied

These  rules,

from about a half dozen other Owrdi-
nances. The only difference is in the
wording in one or two places. They
have operated successfully in a score
of other cities for wears and vears
and, thervefere, T 1hink we onght to

have no fear as to their practieability.

The Second Schedule is the meat of
the whole Ordinance. Tt states in
areat detail how the assessment should
hHe made. T am not very well versed
in the existing praetice in  George-
fown, bul T have been told ihat at ithe
moment one, or two, or more apprais-
ers @0 and view preperty.  Thev then
say 1he property is worth $15.000. T
believe in a number of ecases that is
all that is done. That would lead to
absurd results and. T believe, had led
o enrions results and some anemalies.
To avoid that. the dranehtsman of the
Bill hag get out in detail how the
Cemmittee  shionld  proceed  and, T
mav add ag a covollavy. if the Com-
nroceed in ihat wav
any proveriv-owner has the power to
compel them fo nroceed in that man-
ner. The onlv thing that really mat-
ters is how the assessment is to be
made. and {hat appears in Regnlations
2 Tt is the annmal vent value. Tn a
areat number of cases the property is
let at its full annual value simply he-
cause the Tandlord gets as muelh as he
can, and it is what we eall the market
value. The assessed value of that
property  will bhe identical with the
rental value., but not alwavs, as therve
will be exceptions on bhoth sides. Om
cne side vou have the case of a gener-
ons  father who permits his son to
acenpy a property at a nominal rent of
$1 . and maturally that $1 eannot be
accepted as the assessed value of that
property. On the ether side vou may
take the case of a dental surgeon who
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requires two well allotied rooms en
the ground {loor of a house and in
arder to get that property is preparved
to pay more than is the fair annual
rent for that house. Tt follows that
if {he Committee do their work proper-
I there will be found a few cases in
which the assessment is greater than
the rent paid and in a few cases it
may be less. Thev will be 1ather the
exception than the yule. T will mol
delay hon, Members on the Bill which
has beeu published for a great many
months. T now move that the Bill be
read a xecond thne.

Prof.
{ure)

DASIL (Director of Agricul-
seconded.

Mr. ELEAZAR: The hon. Altoruey-
General says that those who have no
husiness  with  the Bill should  uot
interfere with it. I have no Dusiness
wilth it, but I have been accustomed to
doing so on this Couneil for such a
long time that I can hardly conceive
the idea of sitting down here without
saying something on this Bill. I want
that mest of these Bills are
Tramed with something 1o kill themn or
weaken them as they go along, and T
find that something in the case of this
ene here in the first sub-clause
to Clause 3. Thix  Committee,  which
i= a very uselul provision, makes the
31 look like what it onght to bhe.—a
areat improvement upon what we have
heen  accustonied {o all :
but it is one with the
ewn destruction.

o say

very

these yvears—
seed  of its
You are going o
have five persons on the Commitiec.
ihree  being  members  of the Town
Council. " Who are to he the other {wo?
Where ave they to come From?  The
Laxpiyers ave given (he right 1o elect
their  representalives  on the  Town
Council. TIf some people think fhem-
sclves. too  great to be worried or
hothered with getting on the Council
and think it is mot worth their while
10 e on the Counril. let them abide
hy the choice of the majority who take
advantage of the election. Therefore.
the Committee slhould he entirely of
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the Council and not be composed of
three Councillors and two others to
come from anywhere. Do not let those
men who think themselves too import-
ant o he on the Council go on the

Committee to  lhamwuper  the  Council.

Suppose  thevy  get there and one like
themselves happens 1o be the Chair-
man. what would happen? Suppose

he is not like them, they would only
have to  convert one «of the other
{hree to their views. 1 say the Com-
mittee should he  composed of  Coun-
cillors=—Nominated, as we have in the
Georgetown Town Council, and Elected.
The Nominated  Couneillors. however,
should he qualitied to be on the Com-
miif ee as in the case of the Eleeted
Councillors. Toa leave room for some-
hody  else oulside the Council to go
on the Committee forr the purpose of
assessing properties is not geod enough.

There is another thing I sce, and
that is going to create some trouble.
H w man owns  a Jarge  number of
properties  ju the City and you ave
assessing by oa o certain prineiple, 1
can see no carthly reason why that
man should not be on the Commitlee.
Why should he net be there as a Coun-
cillor?  The governed
by certain those prin-
ciples must he applied {o everybody.
1 do not see how his presence there
can atffeet the situation at all, and, if
it does, the appeal to the Magistrate
is there, and then there is a forther
appeal to  the Supreme  Court. So
mmeh  for (his Committee. That  is
most important and the foundation of
the whole {hing.

assessnient s

principles and

The  appeal, T observe, gees o
a Judge eventually.  The hon. Aflormey-
General would agree that if you go to
the Supreme Court—in this instance
the appeal ix to the Couneil first, then
to a DMagistrate  next and to the
Supreme  Court  third—there  should
not he a re-hearing but it should be on
questions  of law and that alone.
Therefore. it would be fuir to stipulate
that the appeal to the Supreme Court
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sheuld Dbe oun any point of law which
arises and not a general kind of
re-hearing. A man who has had two

hearings of his  appeal needs not
necessavily to go and have a third.

Oncee he has gene (o the Council on
all the facts and then to the Magis-
trate on a mixture of facts and law,
he needs only to go to the Supreme
Conrt. on a question of law, if not vou
would swamp the Supreme Court with
these appeals, and they have too mueh
already to do with appeals, so they
say. It you had 2350 to 300 appeals
from those appraisers of the paxt, and

1 do met think these assessobs will
find their work any much easier or
their findings more easily accepted.

then you may have 200 or 300 or even
25 or 30 appeals to the Supreme Court,
but T do not suppose there will e
very many to be decidel on a point
ot law and so those that go to the
Supreme Court will be feav.

As regaris the wharves, the hon.
Attorney-General has made the poing
clear. If they are not told they will
not want to believe. The wharves
along Water Street to the middle of
the river are net in the City and do
not pay taxes bhut are <till insured lar
Large sums of money and the owners
cet  {he premiuvms when there is no
fire. It is ounly killing a flea to say
that anything Delow  the low water
mark or the high water mark should
not be considered a part of George-
fown. The hon. Attorney-General has
made that point clear and I am very
elad about that. I may say that the
Bill is certainly an  improvement on
what we have known in the past. All
of us know and there is no use reiter-
ating it over and over again, that in
the  past you had two or three gentle-
men  walking around the Cily and
looking at the houses and sayving this
is  worth $300 and that next door
which looks like being worth 5,000
is only worth $400. It is the same all
over the world, where people guess
like that they guess rightly or wrongly.
A man of long experience, who las
got a property and may have bought
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and sold properties, may make a fair
average of the value of properties, but
in the majority of instances you never
can tell. That hax happened over and
over, even with o builders. Some
of them ave  excellent  workmen  but
bad at estimating.  They will estimate
a building o cost $Z000 and it works
out at $10,000, especially is that the
case with the DPublic Works Depart-
ment. That is the way it has been
done in the past.

This  proposed  form  of  assess-
ent, L hope. will  be adoptedt by
other places. We are going on some-
thing «like decent  and  businesslike

lines and not leaving it to mere guess-
ing, as it were. Iixcept for what 1
have said, I do not see that anybody
from outside the Council should go on
the  Committee. The Councillors are
the people the taxpayvers have clected
to look after their interest and Gov-
ernment has thought it proper to put
Nominees on the Town Council to =ee
that

things eo  straight. They are
sufficient te form  that Committee.
Certainly  such a Committee will get

more  respeet  than  one with people

oulside  the  Council  who are dis-
inferested  and  are  going  there  to
represent themselves. I do not think

{they should be allowed to have a voice
enogty

Mr. De AGULIAR: It is never iy
desire to delay the proceedings of this
Couneil. hut 1 find myself somewhat
e difficully this morning to offer any
useful contribution to the debate. for
the reason that I had heard. not in
this Council hut elsewhere, that it
was not possible for thix Bill 10 come
up for consideration before some time
in JJanuary. For that reason T per-
sonally have not given any particular
attentien to the Bill. T realize, of
course, that it was published since the
17th Nevember and possibly as a matier
of such great importance should have
received conxideration ecarlier. but in
view of the fact that this Council had
to meet scou afterwards, coupled with
other pressing engagements, it was
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sot possible for me to give it any atten-
tion. Trom a cursory glance which L
made through the Bill. 1 would like 1o
say that it is  certainly an  improve-
ment on the present system, but on the
other hand it is a Bill that needs
very careful examination if we arve to
avoid any possible errvors being made
with it. As far ax T have been able
to read the Bill, T may be able 1o put
forward one or two suggestions which
may  be quseful. bul the fact of the
matter ix that T am not ready. T
have risen formally to move that this
debate be adjourned nntil some day in
next week. if it ix desired o finish it
hefore  the  Christmas  lolidays. T
have heard the Mayvor, who is «itting
on my vright. say “No”. and the
answer to  that ix  the Mavor and
Town Council took nearly {wo years
to prepare this Bill.

Me. Co V. WIGHT: I entirely and
cmphatically  deuy that.  The lon.
Member is talking and yet saying that

lhe is not prepared. I would ask him
to be careful with the words he is using.
He is not prepaved but. perhaps. will
weigh any remarks he makes. To say
that the Town Conneil took two years
in preparing this Bill, it
untrue.

Mre. De AGULAR: I ought not 1o
bave taken auy official notice of the
remark of the Mayor when he said
“No'. 1 ought to have ignoved it.
Whoever it may be that is responsible.
it took al least two years to prepare
the Bill that is in front of the Council
today. 1 make the statement with the
full knowledge of the facts despite what
the Mayor has said about the Town
Council. I know nothing of the Town
Council. I am not interested in it, but
I am interested in a Bill of this kind,
and I think the request T have made is
a reasonable one. T trust it will re-
ceive favourable consideration in this
Council.

Myr. C. V. WIGHT:
April the Town
.letter to the homn.
I shall read it:
was ready’—

is absolutely

On the 13th-
Council addressed a-

Colonial Secretary.
“Since the draft Bill.
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Tueg PRESIDENT : 1 am not quite
sure what point the hon. Mewmber is
making.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: 1 was pointing
cut that it did not take the Town
Council two years to prepare this Bill.
It was submitted in draft on the 17th
Aprily, 1941,

Tk AMTTORNEY-GENTRAL @ May
T explain?  Earlier in this Session I
gave mnotice and had passed in this

Council the Georgetown (Temporhary
P'rovision) Bill making provision for
next year's assessment, and on that
occasion Ilis Jxcellency the Governor,
who presided, stated that the main
Bill would Dbe introduced as soon as
possible after that Bill. as it was im-
perative to get the Bill through as
sooun as possible. The Bill has to go
te the Secretary of State before the
enactment can be imposed. Looking at
Part IIT of the Bill I sce that it takes
effect from the first day of January,
1944, Tt was referred to the Secretary
of State who replied and asked that it
be enacted before 1he last day of this
vear. and the Governor so announced.

Mr. De AGULIAR: I can appreciate
all the hon. Altorney-General has said,
but certainly I am not a fortune-teller
to be able to say we were going to
leave the Iistimates in the half to turn
lo the Georgetown Town Couneil Bill.
That is the difficulty I am labouring

under. 1 have come with the view
of  getting  threngh  the  Estimates.
I am going to lodge a complaint.
about  the procedure. 1 do  not’

thinl it is fair to hon. Members to
come with the intention of proceeding
with one item and when half-way
through that is adjourned and some-
thing else is taken up. I do protest
unless this is the special time to con-
sider it. T appreciadie that Iis IEx-
celleney announced at the adjournment
of the Council that this Bill would be
taken this morning. but I have stated
that it wax only Jast evening I had an
opportunity of looking through the
Bill. T feel quite justiffed in
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making this  request  but T had
every  beliet and  hope  that  we
would have concluded the ISstimates

Licfore proceeding with other business
appearing on the Ovder Paper. I
iliink my request is a reasonable one
and 1 see no reason why there should
be so much anxiety on the part of any
Member to rush through {he Bill to-
day. If it is desived to do so without
eiving Members of Council an oppor-
Linity of offering any snggextion which
may be useful to the Town Council
Iater on, then T have nothing move to
say. T oshall simply take my seat and
allow the Bill to go through.

T PRESIDENT: T am serry that
the.hon, Member did not make the sug-
westion  yesterday afternoon when the
Lon. Member for Berbice River sugeested
that his motion which was to' have
Lieent taken today he postponed until
Wednesdav next and ihe Governor ap-
proved.  Tlis Txecelleney avranged the
Grder Paper for today and gave it ont
{hat the first item to be taken would
he this Bill, and T am extremely sorry
ihie Ton. Menmber did not raise the
question  (hen. The Thon.  Attorney-
CGieneral has explained that it is very
necessary to gef it {hrough as soen as
possible.  Government is not desirous
of rushing it. hbut wonld rather proceed
with it than adjourn it.

T ATTORNEY-GENERAL @ Tihue
is pressing, MThis isx the 11th Decem-
ber and by using the despateh cable it
will only Dhe just possible, without a
single dax's delay, to get the reply of
1he Secretary of State hack in time, in
view of the fact (hat the Cabinet Min-
isfers will be leaving Tondon for the
Christimas vacation and for duflies in
their own consti tneneies.  As for the
notice of this Bill T cannot conceive
anything more utterly strange than for
one to say in this Council he wants
time to consider the Bill. The first
Bill was published in April or May in
all the mewspapers. Tt was published
for months and menths  and  this
particular  eopy,—the final copv,—
which  makes mno  change  what-
ever in the actuul procedure under
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the DBill  but merely in the  word-

ing, was  published  on the 17th
November. 1f in  fhat time it was
not possible to study the Bill "1 sng-

gest it wounld be best to leave it alone
and not say anything. The Governor
has given an undertaking to the Sccre-
tary of State 1o get it through as early
as possible, and it is up to us to do
our best to get it through. 1 therefore
strongly oppose the slightest adjourn-

ment, - of  the debate even  for ten
niinutes.

Mr. De AGUIAR: T gather from
that, sir. that the suggestion I have

made—

Mr. JACOB: To a point of ovder:
The hon. Mentber spoke and deliberate-
Iy sal dowi

Tows PRISSIDIENT:
interrupted.

1 think he

was

Mr, JACOB: 1 do not think he has
w right to speak agaii.

Ty PRIESIDENT: 1 think he ix
in order. L am afraid it is impossible
to postpone consideration of the Iill

and so I woul? be glad if the hon.
Member will conlinue his remarks,
My, De AGUIAR: I am going to

wove, formally, an adjournment of {he
debate so as to give me an opportunity
to speak again.

My,
that.

SEAFORD: 1 beg 1o second

Mr, De AGUIAR: 1 desive to speak
on the metion for the adjournment.

PRERTDENT
in order.

Tk The lhon. Mem-

bher s

Me. De AGUIAR:
credible 1o me that there should he se
much ado abeul wotliing, and when |
make that observation T refer particu-
larly to the motion that is Dbefore the
Councit for an  adjournment. I can-
not coticeive that the request I have

Nir, it seems in-
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made is one that can be consideved or
called unreasonable, despite the com-
ments or remarks of the lhon. mover
of the Bill. It may be true, sir, that

the first dralt DBill was published
some time ecarly  this  vear and
that hon. Members have had suf-
Ticient time to study what was
in the minds  of the Mayor and

Town Council in preparing a new Bill
having Tor ils object ithe change of the
svstem of valuation as it affects the
City of Georgetown, but I realize that
ihe Government of 1his Colony has
Tavee interests. if not more than or
cqual {o any individual ratepayer in
1his Clitys and it may well be that the
CGovernment iiself is satislied with the
3 as it stands. Whilst it is  true
ihat T personally have had mo particu-
Tar eomplaint from  any  individual
ratepayer in the City, most of whom
T am sorry (e say take very liltle inter-
est in their own affairs, vet T regard
the change in the system of valuing
properties as one of considerable im-
portance and, thevefore, it is one that
rhould e carvefully studied before any
radical changes take place.

Mr. . V. WIGHT: Is {he lon.
Member xpeaking on the Bill or ou the
motion for an adjournment?

My, De AGUIAR: T am speaking
on the motion for an adjournment. I
am giving reasons for asking the Coun-
c¢il to adjourn the debate and I think I
an in order to advance tlose reasons,
heowever distasteful they may be to the
hon. Member for Western Jossequebo.

Tre ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No hon.
Member can move an adjonrnment for
an unlimited time. e must move it
for a definite period of five or ten
minutes or to a given date.

Mr. De AGUIAR: When T moved the
adjourninent T said it was to some day
next week., but if the hon. Attorney-
General wishes me to name the precise
date, certainly I can do so. I was
prepared to move it to the convenience
of Government, and I said some day iu
yext week.

il Decedvrr, 1919
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Tre PRESTDENT: 1 suggest that the
Iron. Member nane tlie day.

Mr. De AGUTATR: If it is the wish
of Government that the debate be pro-
ceeded with—

T ATTORNEY-GENERAL: 1t is
not the wish of Government. It is a
1rule of debate.. Tt ix in the Standing
Orders.

Mr. De AGUTATR :
debate stand  adjourned until  next
Thursday at moon. That is at the
Lieginning of the Council meeting soon
after prayvers. T am very grateful to
ihe  Ton. Allorney-General for having
put me in what T now describe as “per-
feet order™.  Inthat case T will continue
my remarks for the adjournment. 7T
refuse to bhelieve that this Bill has had
the serious consideration of every Mein-
ber of this Council. Of course I have
already said what iIs my own position
in the matter. T have mot had the
opportunity to do so, though there was
sufficient time to study the Bill, and I
am inclined to Delieve there are other
Members who have net had an oppor-
tunity of doing so as well. Morcover.
there are at least five or six Flected
Members absent to-day and they may
alse have some valuable contribution
to make to this debate. T would like
to take hon. Members’ minds back Tor
n little while {o what happened not «o
very long ago in regard te the rating
system of the Town Council in order,
if it is necessary. to hring to them the
importance of a rating system for the
City of Georgetown.

T move that this

Mr. ¢ V. WIGIIT: T beg to move that
the question be now put.

Mr. De AGUTAR: The hen.
is entirely out of order.

Member

Tie PRESTDENT: The hion. Member
is not out of order, but I would like to
sy again that I do net think it is
necessary for the hon. Member for
Central Demerara to move his motion
Lecause I interrupted him when he was
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speaking. T did not Dreak him off in
the middle of a sentence, as I did not
want to prevent him  giving us the
benefit of his views on this Bill

Mr. WOOLT'ORRD: The poxition is
that the Cowncil is considering the
second reading of a Billl ax T wunder-
stand it.  The hon. Member for Central
Demerara had visen to speak on that
Bill and  stated that  he was un-
prepared {o  join in  the debate for
reasons he -did not specifically mention
but indicated that if an adjournment is
eiven he would be able to formulate his
views. Tn the course of his remarks
e suggested that the debate be
adjourned. There was then an inter-
vention by vour (President) and a sub-
sequent motion by the hon. Mewmber.
But the position now ix, he hax made
a motion for the adjouwrnment of the
debate and T submit, siv, that the
motion of the hon. Member “That the
question be now put™ can only mean
that whilst the hon. Member is speak-
ing on his motion for fhe adjournment
of the debate there is a motion by the
Tlion. Member. T am enly pointing out.
T do not know whether the hon. Member
means that the motion “That the ques-
fion be now put” velates 1o the amend-
ment moved on the second reading.

Mo €0 Vo WIGHIT: Tt seems pretty
clear that the motion I have moved
“fThat the guestion be now put™ is in
relation to  the wmotion by the hon.
“AMember for Central Demerara for an
adjournment  of the debate. T would
again move, if iis necessary, that the
(question be now put.

Tin: PRESIDENT: [t hasx not Dbeen
sceconded.

Mr. JACOB: I beg to second it.

Tui; PRESIDENT: The question is
that the motion by the hon. Member
{for Central Demerara that the debate
be adjourned until Thursday next week
be now put.

Mr. De AGUIAR: Do T understand
that you are putting the hon. Member's
motion  “That the question be uow
put™?” 1 ask for a division.
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Mr. SEATORD: That means no one
has an opportunity of speaking ou the
amendment. T do not know if that is
the ordinary  constitutional practice,
whether you call it a wotion or an
amendment. I means that the whole
discussion is closed. T propose to do
that with evervthing that comes up in
future.

My, JACOB: Te a point of order!
That happened only vesterday here.

Mr. WOOLFORD: T would like to
point out that a similar question in the
Touse of Commons amounts to what is
called  a  “Clorure.” That i  never
put unless the motion before the Tlouse

lias been going en for some time. T do
nobt think it is ever made wheun there
is a motion for the adjournment of a

debate on grounds which (he hon. Mem-
betr has made—that he had not suffi-
cient time to prepare. Of course T do
not. agree with him, but that is the
excuse made.  As vou pointed out, the
1Bill has been betore the public for some
time. The hon. Member is asking for
an adjournment for the consideration of
the Bill for a Tlimited time and not
that the Bill be vead three months
henee. The application of the closure
is very rarvely. if ever. rvesorted to.

Tor PRESIDENT: T take it, if hon.
Members vote against the motion moved
by the  hon.  Member for  Western
Essequebo and it i wot carried. then
the motion by the hon. Member for
Central Demerara  is still before the
Council cand can be debated. T aather
that one or two hon. Members wunt to
speak on the motion by the hon. Mem-
ber for Centrat Demerara which is now
hefore the Council.

Mr. WOOLFORD: May T read Rule

25 on thix particular question:

“{a) After a question has been pro-
posed. a Member rising in his_place may
claim to move, “that the question bhe
now put.’ and unless it appears to the
President that the motion is an abuse
of the rules of the house, or an infringe-
ment of the rights of the minority. the
question. “That the- guestion be now
put,” must be put forthwith,”
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I respectfully submit that the Coun-
cil has o right to enquire what is your
personal  attitnde towards the motion
by the hon. Member. Tf vou think it is
an abuse of the privilege of the Council
or an infringement of the rights of the
minority, then put the question. But
you cannot do <o unless you vourself
express an opinion upon the guality of
the hon. Member's motion.  You have
to indicate whether it is an abuse of
the privilege of the lonse or an in-
fringement of the rights of the minority.
That is why T say it ix very rarely
dane. The Tion. Member on my right
(Mr.  Seaford), whe seconded  the
motion, has expressed his disagreement.
These Members ave in the minority and
are complaiving (hat it is an infringe-
ment  of their riehtx. Tu other words
the question should not bhe put wntil
the Tresident indieates lisx  attitude
towards the question.

Mr., TLEAZAR: T do not agree with
that procednre. The idea is that it
should be now put.

Tig PRESTDENT: | put the motion
and, as T said, T thought the hon. Mem-
her should not have moved it and =
division asked for. T now ecall upon the
Clerk to take the division.

The voting was as follows:—

Lor: Messes. ¢ V. Wight, Jaecob,
Tecr Bacchus, CGonsalves.  Eleazar,
Perex € Wight, Wood, Crease. (ase,
Taing, D'Andrade, Trofessor Dash, and
the Attorney-General—14.

Against: Messrs. Jackson, De “\gniur,
Austing Seaford, and Woolford—b.

Tue PRENIDENT : T declare the
motion carried. Tt is now my duty to
put the motion moved by the hon. Mewm-
her  for  Central  Demerara (M.
De Aguiar) that the debate on the
second reading of the Bill he wdjourned
until Thursday next at noon.

The Council divided and voted:—

For : DMessrs., Jackson,
Austin, and Seatord—4.

De Aguiar,

11 Docsaibri, 1942,
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Against: Messrs. C. V. Wight, Jaceb,

Teer Bacehus,  Gonsalves,  Eleazar,
Perev €. Wight., Wood, Crease, Case.
Laing.,  D'Awndrade.  MceDavid,  and

Woolford. Prof. Dash and the Attorney-
General—15.
Metion lost.

Thr  PRESIDENT  The position,
therefore, is  that we continue the
debate on the second reading of the I3ill
betore the Council. T do not want to
2o back on what T said some time ago
when T interrupted the hon. Member
for Central Demerara, therefore T am
going to give him an opportunity, if he
wishes {0 say anyvihing more ou the
second reading, ta say it. I really feel

that we have wasted a good deal of
time.

Mr. De AGUITAR: T regre( fhat T
shall be wunable 1o offer any useful

contribution to the debate in the cir-
«umstances. but T thank wyou, sir, for
o offer.

Mr. ¢. V. WIGTI'T: T am sorry that
the Lon. Member Las not prepared his
criticisms  of the Bill which I ean
assure hon. Members — and T include
the legal Members of the Council —meceds
at least six months’ preparatory read-
ing. It meeds specialized study. T
hiave no liesitation in saving that the
lLon. Member for New Amsterdam (Mr.
‘Woolford), who is a lawyer like myself
would be unable to offer any valuable
suggestions or criticismx of this Bl
unless he has made a preparatory and
specialized studv o concentrated study
of the matter. I am therefore not sur-
prised that the hon. 3Member for Cen-
{ral Demerara is unable to offer, even
with mepm*nﬁoﬁ. any criticism of the
Bill. It seems to me that the hon.
Member's whole idea is to popgtpone
the ceming into operation of this rating
system on the 1st January, 194. T say
that emphatically and without any fear
of contradiction whieh can stand any
valid test.

Coun-
the

the Town
preparation  of

We were told on
cil  that e
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Bill would take at least IN monlhs’
detailed work.  With thar I have dis-
agreed, and il the Bill
mediately I have every confidence that
it will be ready in its preliminary work
by the 1Ist  Junuary, 1944 7The

ix passed im-

hon.  Member mentioned  something
abont  two  years. The  Ntlorney-
General has  given  this Couneil the

reasens why the Rill was delayed. and
inchuded among several ofher reasons
1he neeessity (o communicate with the
Secretary  of  State. .\ xpecial letter
was written by the Town Council on
April 130 19420 and  with your per-
niission, siv, T will ¢quole from the {hivd
pitgraph which reads:—

“3. 1t seems to the Council. there-
fore. that the only conrse open at
present is to request Government to
extend the provisions of Ordinance No.
30 of 1941 (exclusive of Section 2 (bh)
as Ordinance No. 33 of 1940 which deals
with the exemption of all properties
from taxation for the period ending 31st
December. 1942, will no longer he in
operation) to enahle the Council to levy
taxation on the existing hasis.”

4. Since the draft Bill was submitted
to ‘Government on 7th April. 1941, letters
of enquiry on the subject were sent to

Government bearing the following
dates: -
10th July. 1941; £9th July. 19Y41; 16th
October, 1941; 30th October. 1941;
9th  December, 1941; 14th January,
1942; and 17th February, 19427

The Town Council hasx not delaved
and is not guilty of any cliorge in that
respect. T oant rather surprised  that
the hon. Member for Central Demerara
should exhibit ignorance or nnprepared-
ness with respeet (o the terms of the
Bill. The hon. Member is Viee-Presi-
dent of the Chamber of Commerce, to
whem a letter was addressed hy the
Council on February 10, 1901, asking
whether they had any crviticisms of the
proposed rating system. The view the
Chamber adopted. which no doubt is
the same bheld Dy the houn. Member,
was thal the only amendments neces-
sary were ‘in relation to the appsint-
ment of appraisers in connection with
appeals. Tt was felt that the appoint-
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ment  of  sneh appraisers would give
greater satisfaction to the general body
of ratepayers if made by Government
in conjunction with the Town Council.

On  the question of appeals it was
fell that {he existing Ordinance does
not  provide Tor appeals frem  the
decision  of a Magistrate. As  Vice-
President of the Chamber of Commerce,
who shonld be interested in the raling
of the City, ene would have thought
that the hon. Member would have made
Limsell conversant with {he progress
of any rating system which had been
disenssed  quite  often, and the dis-

Ccussions uorespect of which had heen

published fully in the newspapers.
Buf have we had any contribution or
any sueeestions on the prineiple of the
Bill from that Dbody? T say “No.”
Ilas the hon. Member either in his per-
sonal  capacity: as a ratepayer, ax a
Member ol ihis Council, or as Viee
Tresident of the Chamber of Commnerce
been aware that this Bill was in draft.
and  was  published? T¥le has told
us “No¥

The Bill which is before the Couneil
varies very little from that which was
published.  The  Attornev-General has
1old us exactly in what particulars it
varies.  The substance of the Bill
remaing the same, therefore there is no
excuse whatever forr the hon. Member
coming {o {his Council and saying that
he is unprepared to continue with the
debate. Tt is a matter of urgenev and
I trust that the Bill will receive the
speedy support  of  Members  of (his
Couneil. T feel that any apposition to
it dis mot  in the  interest  hut
diametrically opposed to the interest
of the Cily ax a whole. T have mo
besitation in saving so, and T feel sure
those sentimenis will be subscribed to
hy the majorvity of the Members of this
Couneil.

Mr. STEATORD: Some of us in this
Colony are kept fairly busy most of the
time, and when a Bill such as this
comes before nug in Council, althoneh we
may have studied it three months he-
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fore. we like to lock it over. T am
sorry I was not here vesterday, and I
did not know the Bill was coming up
to-day. 1 felt that it would have come
up later. I understood it was proposed
to go through with the Estimates and
deal with the Bill later. I proposed
tn get. some information on the Bill
from others who have made a very
close study of it, and frem some of the
people T represent in  thix  Council.
Tor that reason T would have liked to
Tave had the Bill  posiponed. When
{the motion was moved forr the adjourn-
ment of the debate T seconded fit, but
T liad no chance of saving anvihing:
the closure wag imposed on me without
hearing anyvthing T had to say.

Mr. JACOB: To a point of corree-
tion. I do not think it is fair for the
lion. Member to sav that ihe clogure
was put. on him.  ITe <imply seconded
the motion and sat down. While the
mover has the right fo postpone dis-
cusgion 1he seconder has no right at all.

Ty PRESIDIENT: The hon, Member
is wrong there. Tle seconder is at

Iiberty 1o reserve his right to speak.

Mr. JACOD: But he did not indicate
{hat.

Mr. SEATORD: According {o what
was 1read Dby the Tlon. Member T am
right. The President has 1o decide
whether the motion is opposed to the
Iinles of the Council.

Mr. TLEAZ. ALR:That
posed of. We cannot go buck on {hat
now.

The PRIESIDIONT: T
hear the hon. Member.

would Tike to

Mr. SEAFORD: Tf the hon. )[mnl)(ﬂj
is not satisfied T would move another
motion.

Mr. ELEAZAR: You ecan move a
hnndred motions and keep the Conncil
back.

11 Drcrarerr, 1042
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Mr. SEATORD:  As the result of the
closure T had no chance to speak, and
I feel that (hat was aun infringement
of the rights of the minority. I am not
avyinst the Bill and T am not in any
way anxious to hold it up. I agree
with  what the Attorney-General has
said—that it has to be proceeded with,
Lut T am wondering whether a day av
two would make all that difference. T
liave no desire whatever to postpone it.

Mr. ¢ V. WIGHT: To a point of
correction. May [ ask the hon. Mem-
her whether he is not a Member of the
Ixeentive Council? He has indiea ted
ihiat he is not prepared to go on with
the Bill hecanse he is not conversant
with it.  As a Member of this Couneil
and of the Executive Council he should
Lo fully cognizant of the Bill.

Mr. STAFTOTRD: May T point out to
ihe hon. Member that when one takes
a4 seat in the Executive Ceuncil one
fakes an oath mnot to divulge any-
thing that comes hefore the Council.
One is therefore mot in a pagition fo
oo oufzide and ask opinions on anv
peint, Perhaps the hon. Member is not.
acenstomed to dealings of that kind.
but T have kept that eath sinece T have
heen here and T propose to stick to it.
T have no desire to hold the Bill up.
T am sorry it has to go throngh ta-dav.
and T think that when the closure is
put on in a case like this it does a
certain amount of harm in this Colony.
becange we are new ialking about the
rights of people, and T feel that on this
occasion those rights have mnot heen
upheld.

Mr. GONSALVIES: 1 had  thonght
that the days of acrimonious discussion
on anything relating to the Town
Conneil Iiad gone, bhut it strikes me
to-day that there is a revival in some
ferm, not in the Town Council Chawm-
ber but in the mere exalted Chamber,
and T oregret that it has started from
this point. It was suggested at some
period of the debate that certain Mem-
Lers were absent and that pevhaps, it
they were here, they would he able to
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diseuss the Bill, but my view is that
I rather interpret {heir absence to
indicate that they have no parviienlar
interest in {he Bill and it does not
matter to them wheiher it ix passed ov
not.  When T observe that 1hose absent
Members represent constituencies other
than Georgetown it makes my view all
the stronger in that respeet.  We have
here to-day the 1liree vepresemtativies
of Georgetown, the district particularly
affected Dby {he il and we are
manimons as vegards the Bill. The
hon. Member  for  Georgetown  Novth
(Mr. Seaford) has said that he is not
opposed (o the Bill, hut 1hat he would
like t0 get seme furiher information
abont if. <0 1hai as rvepresentatives of
eorectewn  we are  agreed that ihere
shonld bhe no opposition 1o the Vil

I appreciate 1hat  Members have
found it diflienlt at {imes to get through
all the maliers {hat come before the
Couneil and to give them the attention
which they should give. We all know
ihat  the hon. Member for  Cenfral
Temerara (Mr. De Aguiar) has always
given great attention {o all matiters in
ihis Council, and personally T shonld
have heen only too glad to have allowed
i further opportimity if he rveally
wanted further opportunify to go into
the Bill, Imt T am sure he will
appreciate the urgeney of i, especially
after Thearing 1ihe vemarks of the
Attorney-General.  The question has
been  engaging the attention of the
Town Cowneil for seme time. but it is
cqually time that the question of a
rating system for Georgetown has Dbeen
engaging the attention of other persons
for quite a long time. Tt has been with
Tovernment for quite a while, and it
lias also had a resting place not only
al the Colonial Office but at the Minis-
iry of Tlealth. 1 ilhink the hon. Mem-
bher for Central Demerarva was a Dhit
wild in his  statement  when e
attributed to the Town Couneil t1he
fact that they had the Bill for all this
time. Onece the Town Council got
started the necessary details were pre-
pared and submitted o Government,
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T dlope hon. Members will see the
necessity for having the Dill passed
to-day because, as (he Aftorney-General
has told us, unless some measure is
put through before the end of tlhe week
it would De impossible (o lhave any-
ihing done before the middle of Janu-
ary or Tebruarvy next year. Tf ihat
happens it would seem thaf the opera-
tion of the TBIll would have to he
defevred wunfil 1945, and  {hat” wonld
create some embarrassment. The Town
Conneil wonld have to ceme back to
Government and ask for an extension
of the amendment. to the Rating TRill
which  was passed a few weeks ago.
and {ihey would have to continue the
old system.

With regavd to the Bill itzelf T would
like 1o deal with the points raised Dy
the Thon. Member for Berbice River
{Alr. Eleazar) with respect fo the con-
stitution of the Assessment Committee.
That question wag  disenssed by the
Town Council for some time, and the
feeling was that persons other than
members of {he Town Council should
be represented em that Committee. One
body referred to was the Chamber of
Commerce which represents a large
body of property owners. TFurther it
was snegested that the Town Council
should have a majerity of three mem-
bers on the Committee with two other
rersons selected from outside. T have
no doubt that in making its selection
{the Town Council will put a member
of the Chamber of Commerce on ilie
Committee. Tn 1hat event ihe com-
mercial interests wonld he Tully repre-
cented.

The question of appeals was also
raised Dy the hen. Member for Berbice
River. T would sugeest 10 him that he
let 1he matter vest as it is because, as
lie knows, the Town Council has gone
very cavefully into the matier, and the
provision made in the Bill ix one which
ii. hemestly feels is the best in the cir-
cumstances. T do not know if the hon.
AMember has in mind {he introduetion
of a similar system in New Awmsterdam,
hut if so e has the advantage of having
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the material Tn this Bill which wounld
ascist him. T presume that {he New
Amisterdam Town Council is getting on

guite well with its present svstem. Tn °

Georgelown we were getting on quite
well amtil we reached the stage when
it was suggested that the syvstem was
wrong, and the majority of the Coun-
il decided on {his new system. T sug-
eest 1o hon. Members that they should
allow the Bill to go (hroueh with such
amendments ax they think fit to make
which would mot seriously affect t{he
principle of the Bill

e, JACOB: T am very grateful {o
the Ton. Member who has just faken
his seat for explaining ilhat the two
other members of 1he Committee out-
side the Town Council should be seleeted
fromm  the Chamber of Commeree and
some other hody. We Tave Thad 1his
system  of double and treble vepre-
sentation for over a century., and T
support entively the view of the Tion.
IMember for  Berbiece River (Mvr.
Fleazar) that the Council  should
nominate its Committee and that should
he final. Tf the Chamber of Commerce
wants representation on the Committee.
it should put members un for election
ta the Town Couneil. Tf it is sugeested
that 1he Chamber of Commerce is not
fully rvepresented on the Town Council
then it is a grave veflectien on two
members of the Town Council who arve
members of the Chamber of Commerce.
The two Government nominees on ihe
Town Council are members of 1he
Couneil of the Chamber of Commerce.
In addition 1o that it is suggested 1hat
the Chamber should have further repre-
sentation on  the Committee. T have
heard a more disgraceful sug-
gesiion  1han  that. We lhave the
Chamber of Commerece seeking trehle
representation everywhere.

never

Mr. De AGTUTAR: T do not think T
can  permit the hon. Member to sayv
that the Chamber of Commerce wants
_representation. I did not understand

1lhie hon. Member for Georgetown South
{My., Gonsalves) to say that,
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Mr., TACOD: T speak as a member
of the Chamber of Commerce. Tt hap-
pens that I am not a member of the
Council‘of the Chamber but T for one
resent that. kind of representation any-
where. The Chamber of Commerce has
been getting, aud continmes to get, and I
Lope it will stop getting {his kind of
represenfation  evervwhere.  We talk
about demoeracy and representation by
ilie people everyv day, but what do we
a0?  We do something quite the con-
trary. and T trust that Government will
he enfively opposed to this suggestion
in the Bill and will allow the rate-
pavers of Georgetown to get representa-
tion on, the Committee throngh the
Town Couneil and nowhere else.

T have been strongly in favour of the
infroduction of a mew rating system,
and T am quite prepared to give this
system a trial. T think T was a dittle
100 severe in my eriticisms of the Town
Couneil in the last few w»cars. To-day
T have been able to discover that there
were ather seetions of the commanity
opposed te the new rating system bheing
introduced. T see it very clearly
exhibited heve today. T wish members
of the Town Council will aceept what
T say. T was Dblaming them, but when
1 realize that on the Town Council
there arve two members of the Conneil
of the Chamber of Commerce T can see
how {his new rating system was being
postponed year after vear. The whole
thing is a seandal, and I trust that
Government will he no party to per-
petrating this seandal. T Lknow that
the properties in Water Street of
responsible members of the Chamber
of Commerce arve mnot properly valued.
T know that perfectly well and T have
raised it heve.

I trust that the new system will come
into operation in 1944, and that certain
things will not happen in the Conneil
itself fo delay it and prevent evervone
from paving a just and equitable rate.
I make that statement fully realizing
what I say. I kuow what T am talking
about. I have tried to get into the
Town Council and T am not sorry to say
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that T was opposed on every side. T
can see now where the opposition came
from—those powerful interests that
waunt to keep thisx  country  down,
beginning from the Chamber of Com-
merce. They want {o run .the country
en the capitalistic system. T have
nothing more fo say at the moment.

Mr. PERCY €. WIGITT: A mountain
hag been made out of a mole-hill this
morning, and [ have heen exceedingly
surprised to hear some of the remarks
which have been made. One Member
said lie had no interest whatever in the
Municipality, bui what do we find?
That gentleman was put up to represent
a certain Ward., Is that not interest in
the Municipality?  Another gentleman,
for whomt I have the greatest respect,
stated this morning that he had not
gone into the Bill. Tle represents tle
Iargest interest in the community.

My, SEATORD: T hope the hon. Mem-
ber is nof referring to me.

Mr. WIGIIT: T am.

Mr. SEATORD: T did not say that
T had not gone into the Bill. T said T
wanted 1o refresh my memory and to
et some information.  Yeu know that
L have gone into it.

Tone PRESIDENT: What the hon.
Member savs is quite correct. I have
not the least idea of what the homn.

Member is referving to.

Mr. WIGHT: T am speaking of the
hon. Member and T am entitled to hold
my opinion regardless of what he says.
I think the hon. Member has the most
refentive memory I have ever come
across.  ITe daes not forget anyihing.

Tin: PRESIDIENT: The hon. Member
for Cieorgetown North (Mr. Seaford)
rose o a point of correction, and what
T said wax that the statement he made
in correcting yvou was, as far as T ecan
rementber. a corrvect statement, that is
that he mnever said he had mot con-
sidered the Bill, because it has been
before him in another place.
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Mr. WIGHT: What I understeod him
to say was that he lhad gome into it
.bnt he wanted to get beiter advice than
his owi. T think you will contirm that.

T PRESTDENT: T think he said he
wanted to gef some information on
various points.

Mr. STEATORD: That is correct.
Mr. WIGITIT: T ouly wanfed to say
that T am not one of those persons who

get hold of the reporfers so as lo get

my speeches into the. newspapers. T
wonld  likeé them to cut them omt
altogether. T do hear 1hings in
this  Counneil that beat me. T ean-
1ot understand the argument; there
i« mo  logie iu  it. T have mno
use whatever for the Chamber of

Commerce. There are men with brains
on the Council of the Chamber but they
are not- nsed to 1he advantage of the
Chamber. The Chamher has 1he Dest
representatives  in Water Sireet hut
they take no interest in anvthing exeept
ihe firms which pav the subseriptions
to the Chamber. T Dbelonged te  the
Chamber at one time but T ecame out
hecause T could not get a square deal.
T refer to the purchase and sale of 1he
old Totel Tower building which was
heught for public purposes, and it was
distinetly stated that anything aecquired
for public purposes should be exempt
from stamp duty.

Tur PRESIDENT: T think the hon.
Member is drifting.

My, WIGIIT: T am referring to the
usefulness of the Chamber of Com-
merce:” Tf vou rule me ot of order T
will leave it alone. I desive to make
it perfectly clear

that T am one
of  the members  of  the Town
Couneil who really does mnot agree
that  this is  the Dbest method of

Municipal taxation. My honest opinion
as a man with some amount of
Inowledge who owns large property, is
ihat the present method is undoubtedly
the best that conld be obtained any-
where in the world and had worked
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well for over 73 yvears until one unsound
nerson got into the Couneil hy cloaking
his failure and made a mess of it, with
the result that the Iawyers got the hulk
af the whole thing. Tt was a ramp
which was got away with.

T am prepared to sav that althougeh
I Dbelong 1o the old school T am pre-
parved to give the new system the whole-
hearted supporvt it deserves. T has
géme from hand to hand, to men hetter
cualified than T am in legal knowledge.
Tt has gone to the Colomial Office and
hasg bheen rveturned here as heing sound.
The Attornev-General has egiven it his
whole-hearted support, and it is onlv
fair that we shonla give 1he Council
an opportunity to show whether it can
he properly eperated in this Colony.
The day we find it is not in owrder we
will eome hack and ask the Council ta
amend the legislation 1o snit. T have
oone through the Bill verv earvefully,
and although T am prejudiced against
it T am prepared to give it a fair trial.
Tt is eoing to cost the Municinality a
Tof  of monev and will involve more
Prains than we think. The maiter is
not. a simple one, but in fairness to
those who advocate something pro-
aressive let us have if.

Tt hias been suggested 1hat ilie com-
mercial houses are mot being praperly
taxed. The Dest premises are not con-
tributing their fair share to the revenne
of the Town Council, and they helong
to ome firm in which T am interested.
I do not consider that fair, and T shall
move heaven and earth before T die to
see that that farm pays its legitimate
taxation. T rearet having spoken =0
very plainly. but it is a matter on
which T feel very strongly. T ask hon.
Members to give the Bill a fair chance.

Tir ATTORNEY-GENERAL : The
lion.  Member  for  Berbice liver
(Mr. ITleazar) referred to  {hree
main  points. The first was  that

all  of  the five members  of
the Assessment Commitiee should be
members of the Town Council, and that
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the Counecil should mot go outside to
select two other members. It does oceur
te me that the Town Council has, T De-
lieve, 12 members, and if five of those
members have to serve on the Conncil,
on Commiltees, and also on this Assess-
ment (“mnmiifoo‘t‘lw_\' will have to he
gentlemen of independent means. This
Committee is going to he a whole day’s
job, and if the Town Council has flve
members who ean spare the time ihéve
18 mo reason why they shonld not.be
ihere. Ou {hat particular polni""g
cannot give an answer,

The next point made by the hom.
Member was why an appeal from a
Magistrate to the Sapreme Court
should he on a peint of law only?  As
a matter of faet an appeal to the
Council and from the Counecil to a
Magistrate, and from the Magistrate
anwards ig, to all intents and purposes,
very strictly limited. The hon. Member
savs that the whole difficulty is that
the best lawyers make mistakes. Of
course that is so. Anvbody is liable
to make a mistake as to the value of
a property. but the value is not
important. The only point is how
much rent the landlord eets for that
property.  In arriving at the value of
a properly you have to consider its
state  of  preservation, accessibility,
neighbourhood and other points, but by
finding out the rent of surrounding
properties it is mot difficult to assess
the rent. The question of assessing
the value of a property no longer arises.

The Ton. Member for Georgetown
Northh (Mr. Seaford) would like the
Bill postponed in order {o get certain
information, and the hon. Member for
Central Demerara  (Mr. De Aguiar)
would like to have time to consider it
further. I think that only on one occa-
sion have T opposed in this Council an
application of that sert. In this par-
ticular case T think t{here are eleven
more working days this month, and we
have to get anv amendments to the Bill
to 1he Secretary of State who has to
send them to the Iome Office aud tao
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his  rating experts, and the vreply
has to come baek in time for the Bill to
be enacted belore midnight on the 31st
December. The Bill has been drafted
on the asswmption that it comes into
effect at midnight on New Year's Jove.
If the hon. Member, after consultation
with the interesis he mentioned, decides
that amendments are requirved T shall
underiake to .do my best 1o deaft
another Bill to give effect to  those
amendments and bring them before the
Council. I give that undertaking be-
cause I feel certain that we must have
this DBill put thrvough as
possible.

«o0n as

The hon. Memher for Western Isce-
quebo (Mr. C. V. Wight) referved te
the time occupied in Lringing the Rill
before the Council. In other words he
was answering the charge of delay, but
T cannot refrain from mentioning that
he left eut the last paragraph of the
letter. The letters referved to in that
paragraph have Dbeen replied to, and
all that time the Bill was in Xneland
before  the ILome Office experts, and
every time we replied to a letter.we said

that the Bill was «till in England.
Please do not think 1hat during all
1those months the hon. Member men-

tioned the Bill was being delayed by
Government. It was sent to the Town
Council The same month it was received
from Tngland.

Mr. GONSALVIES:
onerated the
blame.

I think
Attorney-General

I ex-
from

Toe PRESIDENT : Before putting
the motion 1 should like to assure the
hon.  Member for ¢eorgetown North
(Mr. Seaford) that the very last thing
T should ever wish to do is to infringe
the rights of Members of this Couneil.
What I felt was that T had already
indicated that Government would hiwe
to put the Bill through at this meeting
and not postpone it. 1 made it peu-
fectly clear that T was not in any way
stifling debate. One Member had com-
pleted his speech but the hon. Member
{op Gom'get-own North had not spoken
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at all. T hope the hon. Member does
nol think that 1 wished to infringe his
rights.

Mr., SEAFORD: I wish to express
my appreciation of your rvemavks, sir,
and 1 realize there was no desire on
your part to stifle discussion.

Motion put. wnd agreed to.
Bill read the second time.

Mr. De AGUITAR: 1 ask that my dis-
sent be recorded.

The Council resolved itself into ("()u}—
mittee to cousider the Bill clause by
clanse.

Clanse 1.

Mr. De AGUIAR: T move thut the
Committee stage of the Bill be adjourn-
ed until Wednesday next at noon. I
Lave risen rather reluctantly to do so,
but it has ocemrred to me that per-
Laps  some  Members at  any  rate
desired to have the xecond reading of
the Bill  passed  to-day.  Where =«
matier of w controversial nature is
before the Council, involving as it does,
so many important and legal points, [
hope a request of this kind will find
fuvour.

I will also take this opportunity to
gay once again, if it is necessary, that
nothing I have said before on the
second reading, and mothing I will say
from now on, could ever be understood
to mean that I am against the principle
of the Bill. Of course L happen to be
one of those individuals who does not
suffer from a one-track wmind, and I
have never attempted 1o accuse even
my enemies «f any ulterior motive for
anything they may do.

I take this opportunity to sax also
that it was a matter of regret that the
vespectable name of the Chamber of
Commerce should have bheen introduced
into the debate, especially in view of
the fact that so far as T have been able
to vead (T have not complefed the read.
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ing of the Bill) I have not seen the
name of that aungust body referred to
in the Bill. 1t is 1regrettable that
certain Members should have gone out
of their way to say the things they
have said about that body. I also wish
to sav here and now that as far as 1
have seen there is mothing in this Bill
to indicate that the Chamber of Com-
merce has asked for representation on
1he Assessment Committee. The point
arose, I think, from reference to that
clause by the hon. Member on my left
(Mr. Eleazar), and it was immediately
seized upon by other Members who said
that perhaps it was intended to give
representation to the Chamber of Com-
merce, and that that body at  the
moment ix given {oo much representa-
tion in other directions.

I said at the outset that T was
somewhat relnetant  to move  the
adjournment cf the Commitiee stage of
the Bill, and. one of the reasons why
I said so was because of the under-
taking given by the Attorney-Gieneral
{0 the effect that if it was found later
on lhat any amendment was desirable
Lie would see what he could do about
it. I graciously accept that undertak-
ing, but there again, snpposing it did
accur—

Mr. JACOB: To a point of order.
Tsuw't the lLon. Member repeating lim-
self?

Time CITAIRMAN: T do not think so.

Mr. De AGULAR: The hon. Member
does mot seem to understand. I am
referrving to a remark made only o few
minutes ago by the Attorney-Gieneral.
I will not allow that interruption to
prevent me from making this observa-
tion. Supposing it wax found desirable
te put forward any amendments which
were fouud to, he not only practical
and reasonable hut would probably go
to the root of the Bill, the object we
all hope to achieve is to see a mnew
vating system in operation on the Ist
January, 1944 But, T am afraid that
if certain amendments were fonnd to
be mecessary the introduction of that
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system would be delayed. In fact I am
inclined to think that the delay would
be much greater, hecause the Town
(‘cuncil would have to come back to
this Council with further amendments,
and one mever knows what would
Lappen, whereas an adjournment for a
few dayvs might possibly remove all the
objections, i there are any at  all.
There may be ane or two minor points,
Bbut there may not be serions objections
to the BIill. In spite of the fact that
T qun Vice-President of the Chamber of
Commerce I must confess that T have
not been able to complefe the reading
of the Bill. If on the ofher hand hon,
Members feel that we should continue
in spite of what I have said, all T ean
tell them is that I feel T have done
my duty to the City despite what any
Member of the Ceuncil may think or
teel.

Tie ATTORNEY-GENERAT. : The
hon.  Member  says  he  feels  that
something serious may go wrong, some-
thing which might go to the root of
the Bill. As 1o that [ will express no
apinicn at all because I know nothing
whatever about it, and Government has
adopted the same attitude. The Bill
was sent to England, *te the Colonial
(ffice and (he Home Office, and it was
seen by .rating experts. The principle
is in order and the Bill is in order,
and in  their opinion it is in
order. Tt is not my personal opinion.
T suggest that hon. Members can rely
on those experts who have examined it,
and  should mnot rely en loecal people
mnless they are experts too. Tor that
reason [ oppose the hon. Member's
motion.

Mr. . V. WIGHT : This Bill has
received what I consider excellent
attention from certein legal gentlemen
here, including the Attorney-General
limself.  Not only has it received that
attention but it has also received the
attention of the Minisiry of Ilealth
and its legal advisers. It bas also
received conxideration from certain hon.
Members here who were nominated by
Gayernment, and who most ('-m‘l'uin]‘\f
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will be able to express certain views
in the interest of the ity and those
persons whom they represent. Yet we
have the hon. Member suggesting, in
a state of vnpreparedness, and withont
having even considered the Bill, that
overnight he is going to suggest cer-

tain amendments. but he has not the
face to sav that they wonld be
beneficial. I ecan  assure the hon.

Member that when the Bill is put into
oneration and the Council is exeeuting
the preliminary work under it, any-
thing that strikes the Council as not hav-
ing been covered will receive due and
immediate attention. TIf the hon. Mem-
ber is unvnrepared but elects to take
part in this debate it ecan be for mo
other reason than to delaxy the passing
of the Bill

Mr. De AGTUIAR: Am I to under-
stand that the hon. Member has
challenged my right as a Member of
this Council to say “Aye™ or “No”
to this Bill? Am I to understand
that he expects me to come here and,
without any consideration whatever,
accept the Bill as presented by the
Town Council, in spite of the experts
who have had the opportunity of
examining it? I am sure that cannot
really be his intention, because if that
were so I would like to remind the hon.
Member of the number of times he has
risen to his feet {o say he wanted time
to comnsider this o1 that, and would
not accept this or that. ILon. Members
in their desire to throw bricks at their
colleagues use language which is some-
times used in this Council. I declare
that hon. Members by their remarks
impute motivex to others. I deprecate
it very much, and T lhope the hon. Mem-
Ler will try to avoid the use of such
language ax would impute any motive
to anyene either here or eclsewlere.

T ATTORNEY-GENERAL : I had
not the chance before to say that the
hon. Member adopted the wrong pro-
cedure in moving the adjcurnment of
the Bill in the Committee stage. What
he should have done was to move that
the Committee report progress on the
Bill and ask leave to sit again.
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Mr. De AGUTAR: T move the motion
in the terms suggested by the Attorney-
CGeneral.

Mr. GONSALVES: I was thinking
that there was too mnel fiery wit on
the other side of {he table, and that it
might be advisable 1o separate the two
Members  eoncerned. Theve is a  gap
between them but it does not seem te
he  sufficient.  On the question of
experiz. as far as mv recollection goes
the orviginal suggestion on that moint
came from CGovernment, and the Town
Council  thought it would De better
that an expert shomld come to the
Colony and consider the scheme. Gov-
ernment did not agree with that sue-
gestion and the result was that the
scheme was put up and seni to the
experts on the other side.

Mr. JACOR: To a point of order!
I wonld like to get thesxe things per-
feetly clear sometimes. The mover of
the motion spoke once, took his seat
and then spoke a second time. T am
wondering if he is going to speak =a
third time.

Tur CITAIRMAN: T think the hon.
Member has forgotten that we are in
Committee.

Mr. JACOB: I want to vemind the
lion. Member for Central Demervara of
Lis attitude duoring the debate yester-
day. The hon. Member for (ieorgetown
Nerth  was  not  present yesterday.
I was astounded at what he did.
I was not astounded at the attitude of
the Chair then, as I thought it was a
slip and I did not challenge it at the
moment. I have always felt—and I
say it from the bottom of my heart—
there is far too much consideration
for certain Members of this Couneil.
There is partiality.

Trre CHAIRMAN: I do not know to
whom the lon. Member is referring.
I hope not to the Chair.

Mr. JACOB: I want to be guarded
in what I say. I am saying that every
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day I come here 1 sce it, souelimes it
is  very subtle, suvmetimes
nouced.

very  pro-

Tie CHAIRMAXN: The hon. Member
is wrong. I suggest we go on witl the
motion belore the Commitlee.

Mr. JACOB: T Lknow I am right.
We should follow the usual procedure
and not give oue preference over Lhe
otler.

Question put, and motion lost,

Clause 1 passed without amend-
ment.
Clause 2—Interpretation.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENFERAL: T have
a few minor amendments to move. In
ihe definition of “annual rent” Dbe-
iween the word “lot” and the word
“as” 1 move that the words *lor a
year” be inserted.

Question put, and agreed to.

Tur ATTORNEY-GLENERAL :
paragraph  (b) of the definition
“lot” I move that the words “more
than one person™ be deleted aund the
words  “two or more persons”  sub-
stituted therefor.

In
of

Question put, and agreed to.

Mr, De AGUILIAR: “ Assessed value”.
I was a little bit disturbed about it.
The  definilion  says * assessed value
refers to the lot. I was {hinking of a
house. I suppose that comes in under
“anmual rent,” I am not clear.

Tire  ATTORNEY-GENERAL: A
house “being part of the lot if (he land
bhelongs to one person and the house
to another person both will be assessed
separately.

Clause 2 passed as amended.

Clause 2—Appointment of Assessnient
Committee,

11
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Myr. JACODB: I beg to move the follow-
ing amendment to sub-clause (2)—all

the words appearing after the word
*persons” be deleted and the words

“to be appointed from wuong the mem-
hers of the Council” substituted there-
for.  We are not going to put the hands
of the clock back. So far as I am able
tu see the tendencey tlwoughout the Lom-
pire and throughout the world to-day
is 1o give representative institutions
greater scope. If the constitution of
the Towun Council is nine members
clected by the ratepayers and- three
nominated by Government and  that
Council cannet  find five members to
serve on @ Commitiee of this kind, then
there is soniething definitely  wrong.
Let me say at the oulset I am not in
tfavowr of the Nominated element on the
Town Council, hut for the purpose of my
argument I say let them remain. Three
persons are nominated (o seats on the
Town Council and they are drawn from
certain  interests in  thisx  country. I
understand  the Georgetown Chamber
of Commerce is one of those interests.

As  the result  of  ihe  subtle
way in which the  section is
worded T cannot  understand how
the Town Couneil  agreed to  the
wording, and what surprises me  is
that members of the Town Council

themselves seem not to be in favour of
it. Maybe (here no unanimity in
the Town Council. T oppose this very
strongly and T urge that il even it is
necessary from the Georgetown Town
Council's point of view to have mew-
bers of the «eorgetown Chamber of
Commerce—at the moment there are
{two members of the Chamber nominated
by  Government as members of the
Tewn Council—what then is the reason
for suggesting that that Chamber
should be represented on this Commit-
tee.  Althongh that is not stafed in the
Bill we have had it from the hon. Mem-
ber for Geeorgetown South (Mr. Gon-
salves) that this Clause is intended to
give the Georgetown Chamber of Com-
merce more represeutation on  the
Town Council, and I accept that state-
ment.

is
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Mr. GONSALVIES: To a
correction! I do not think I actually
said that. I said one of the mewmbers
way be selected from that body.-

point of

Mr. JACOB: If it ix not the George-
town Chamber ol Copuuerce that may
be represented there, I would like to
be told from where tiose persons are (o
be selected, from what body er class of
persons 7 1 aceept  the
ment of the hon. Member that the
Clhamber of Conunerce may nominaie
one person. May 1 say that the
Sugar  Producers’  Association  may
nominate the other person  because
they lave large vested interests in
this town, or xhall L say other com-
mercial interests?  When 1 see low
the Town Council is composed-—you
have all classes of persons on {hat
Council—1L think the Georgetown Town
Council is adequately representative of
Georgetown at the present time. In
fact the commerecial interest is over-
represenied on the Town Council while
the  small  property-owners  are  not
adequately represented. Lf representa-
tion ought to Dbe given to outsiders,
then it ought to be given to the small
‘property-owners and not to vested inter-
ests or the Chamber of Commerce, or
any other iuterest. 1 submit with all
confidence that this Governwent will
not allow this clause to go ax it ix, and
I also trust (hat the members of the
Greorgetown Town  Council  who arve
Members of this Couneil will oppose it.

prior  stale-

Mr. GONSALVIES: I would ask the
Tion. Member not to press that five
ntembers of the Town Council be on the
Committee. As was pointed out by the
lon. the Attorney-General it involves a
lavge amount of work, and [ think. to
have three members of the Town Coun-
cil devoting attention to this Dusiness
is quite sufficient. I do ask the hon.
Member not to insist in asking that
five of the twelve Councillors be mem-
bers of this Committee. The provision
for two other persons is really the
result of representation or a suggestiom
that the Committee should not be com-
posed of members of the Council alone,
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but that certain other persons in the
City who have a  knowledge of the
1ental. value of properties should form
part of the Committee. That is why
it has been put in the Bill. The hon.
Member has taken my remark to mean
wmember of the Chamber of Connnerce
will be appointed. L have not said so,
nor can L v any other member of the
Georgetown Town Council say a mem-
ber of the Chamber of Commerce will
be appointed. That is a matter (o be
decided by twelver persons  sitting
arownd  the Council table. I said it
may be possible that a member of the
Georgetown Chamber of Commerce will
be selected, but that ix not sayving that
one will be selected. 1 do ask hon.
Members of (touncil mnot to accept the
suggestiou of the hon. Member that the
Committee be constitufed by five men-
Lers of the Town Council.

Mr. Co Vo WITGLHT: 1 o think the lhon.
Attoruey-General has it in his files.
This clause has been adapted from the
Rating and Valnation Act of 1925. 1
think that is where it has come trom.
It allows for great elasticity.,  We may
desire to place on the Commitlee some
gentleman who has expert and technical
knowledge and is willing to serve, or
sxcime  other  person who  should  be
interested.  We do feel on the Town
Council that we should waut control of
the mewmbers of the Committee.  This
precludes  unnecessarily onr-
selves 1o the wmembers of the Town
Council  and  affords  us  an  oppor-
funity of some clasticity in appointing
any person whont we may consider to
be a necessary adjunct, some expert in
the particular line. At one time it
was considered by one of the parties,
the Chamber of Commerce, (although
the hon. Member for North-Western
District does not like the namne) that
we should get an expert to go into the
scheme.  With a clhuse like this we
may be able to get a couple of persons
with sucll knowledge to help. As the
the hon. Atfornev-Geueral said., this is
free work. This allows some scope for
a qualified person or two to be put on
the Committee, or as the hon. Member
Toy Georgetown South said some bedies

bhinding
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may be asked to nominate them. We
do mot appoint any individual because
we are only in the miwority; it is a
matter for the whole Couuncil.

Mr, ELEAZAR: 1 am supporting the
amenduwent, by the hon. Member for
North-Western District. 1 have served
o Town Councils long enough aud oun
this Council for a long enough time tu
know that very often when a BIill is
brought before this Council there is
sowmething sinister in favowr of some-
one. The crux of it is that there are
people who remain outside {he Town
Council because they are too gread, or
for ulterior motives, are not interested
in Municipal affairs, but have power to
pull strings and gel what they want.
1t does not matter what excuse the hon.
Member for Georgetown South  las
made. e tells us that because the
Chamber of Commerce may semd some-
body, is  reason  why we  should
leave it S0 AN to allow  of
two  persons  heing got from out-
side  the  Comneil. TF we  leave the
wording as it is the intention is going
te Le carried out.  That ought not to
be in legislation. One of the most im-
portant, it mnot {(he most important.
duties of the Town Council is {o assess
people’s  properties  xo  that they pay
their fair share of the taxes. When
you are going to call people from out-
side, to whom are those people
responsible?  The Eleeled member of
ihe Town Counecil is responsible to his
“constituency and the Nominated mem-
bher is in a measure responsible to Gov-
crmment.  To whom would these two
extra men be responsible?  Why should
they be brought in to destroy what
responsibility there is on  the Town
Council? 1f the Town Council feels itselt
incompefent, that is no reaxon why it
shonld violate the tyust put in it. The
Comncillors shonld not seck re-election
at all. To put this thing in the Bil
and tell us it is because certain people
thought otherwise is nof good enough.
We do not know who are the persons
they have in mind.

T awm supporting the lon.
the Altorney-General when he said
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it looked strange to him and he thought
they did not want to take so many out
of the Town Council, but the hom.
Member for  Georgetown  South  said
they had not that in mind. I am in-
clined to think he had in mind that
certain section of the comninnity which
I bave in mind. That does not sound
good for public life generally. Certain
people  remain outside and at their
sweet will use the Council to serve their
cwn interests. I am not a member of
the Georgetown Town Council, bhut even
it I were and the members were
inclined this way I could not prevent
them.  Trom my experience on Coun-
cils, even on this one here, it has a
very bitter taste. 1 think it ix high
time for us to avoid suspicion wherever
we can oand try to aet impartially to
everybody, amd to avoid class legisla-
tion.  This suggestion savours of class
legislation. 1 say this clause as writlen
here has a very bitter taste. Tt seems
to me you are going to have this Cowm-
mittee but it is desivable that it should
be of five members of (he Town Couneil.
Government. has three Nominees {here
and certainly the Government Nominees
are qualified persons.  The ratepayvers
lave elected nine persons to represent
them and to see that their interests are
properiy” served. Tt is dishonest and
dishonourable, however c¢lever it may
seem.

Mr. WOOLTFORD: T was a membey
of the Town Council for very many
vears and was Mavor for a good time,
and I know that from (ime to time the
valuation in respect of the properties
of some of the Councillors has been
unfair., Tt has been a direct charge
made against Councillors from time to
time. hoth in the public papers and
at. public appearances when speeches

were privileged, that if a comparison
were made of the valuation attached
to a property owned by a Councillor

and that of every other property in the
same ward or the next, by some means
the members of the Town Council en-
joved the difference. That has been a
charge laid agaiust every City Ap-
praiser or combination of them for very
many years, although the position of
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the appraisers remained the same for
wany years. 1 know that when L was
Mayor 1 induced the Town Council 1o
malke the individual appointment of a
Mr. D’Andrade, an accountant and
a very  shrewd  and independent-
minded man, and I think that appoint-
ment met with general publie favour.
If, therefore, you allow the Assessment
Committee to he comprised of members
of the Town Council only, as T under-
stand the hon. Aember feels ought to
be the case, you will be continuing the
apportunity for scandal that made the
appraisement  system one  which  the
ratepayers mnot knowing the faets
thought  was  undesirable. Tf  the
Assessment  Comnnittee is  confined 1o
the personnel of those who ave Coun-
cillors that charge is going 1o he
repeated.  Tmpufations are going to he
continued.

It is with the
the personnel  of  that  Assessment
Committee in its investigations that
the addition of 1wo persons from out-
side the Conncil ix being made. The
hon. AMember asks what is  the
responsibility of those two other mem-
Dbers. One of their vesponsibilities s
that they are likely to  be inter-
exted persons against whom no charge
can  be mnwade but  as regards  the

desire 1o assist

Coupncillors, if von leave it to then,
ihe chiarge is  sure  to be  made
that they (o their duty to them-

selves and not to the 1ratepayvers.
I do not think the composilion of that
Committee should be such as to render
it, difficult and

sometimes  impos-
sible  for a  good number of the
Town Council {o be rejected
at  the  general elections  whicl

occur much too frequently in the Town
Council, by reason of the fact that they
had Dbeen members of the Assessment
Committee. I do mot think, as the
bon. Attorney-General scems to think,
that the investigations of the Commit-
tee are going to be quite so great as is
foreshadowed, because therc are such
things as records in the Town Covmecil
books. The valuation of these pro-
per_.t-ies has Deen there for years and
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in the wmain they bave something fo go
upon and coupled with that is the
detail in  sscertaining  the tax. Al
though it is difficult to say what {he
assessment  should  bey, it is conteni-
plated by this Bill that it should be
based on the gross annual rent which
would mnot mecessarily Dbe determined
until after cousideration.

I have also risen to disclaim the view
which the hon. Member for North-
Weslern District seems to entertain in
regard to the Nominated members of
the Town Council. T Dbelieve e s
under the impression that this principle

goes wilh the three Nominated mem-
bers. Take one  case  mentioned, 1the

selection will e known by the Council.
I can say that is not so. In vegarvd to
Nominees appointments are made hy
the Governor-in-Couneil who are not
influeneed inany way.  In their selec-
tion from the panel of names  sub-
mitted, they exercise their judgment as
best they c¢an. There arve several men
who have bLeen approached {from time
to time and :are afraid to take office
und other gentlemen have declined. I
know certain members of {he Chamber
of Comuierce who will not stand,  Why
suggest that the Chamber of Commerce
influences  the Executive Council in
their  appointments ? [ personally
know that i not the way in which
appointments are made. Appointments
liave Deen limited Dbecause there is a
definite lack of pecple in “this Colony
willing to assumie public responsibility.
That ix the curse of the C'olony. There
are men of brains and experience who
refuse to be nominated to serve on
Piblic bodies. They have the greatest
distaste for doing so0. Our public
bodies are reeruited from wmen who
linive cexperience whether business or
otherwise, and -who have addressed
their minds to public questions.

As far as T am concerned, T feel that
the sclection for public bodies like this
one should be based on financial posi-
tion—the ownership of property of a
very high value. I think it would he
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better even il it gives a shock to the
ralepayers. It should be possible for
men who have brains and a responsible
public opinion or an appreciation of
that public opinion to sit on the Town
Council. I have wno doubt that in
course of time we will find a man
sitting in the Town Cowncil who is a
junior clerk in Water Street. I see mo
reason why that should not be made
possible.  The suggestion that (ioveim-
nent’s decision or the Town Council is
infuenced by these buodies really has no
foundation. I think it is a pity that
niore opportunities are not  given to
Government  Tor  finding  suitable
nominees  for these Boards, whether
they belong (o the Sugar I'roducers’
Association o the Chamber of Com-
meree or any particular body. One of
these days I would like to see appointed
to the Town Council some clerk in
Water Strect or someoune in  other
general walks of life in order to give
it a spirit of public opinion.

This is a long delayed matler. There
has  Dbeen  dispute in its application.
Let us not dispute as to whether this
property here because it is situated at
@ corner is worth more for assessment.
Tor instance, every retail spirit s<hop-
owner  for  many  years  oceupied
premises  at a o corner. Several have
vone out of existence. 1t seems to Dbe
thought by some of the appraisers that
because w building was once a retail
spirit shop it should have more value.
It is not the proper way to appreach
the subject at all. In ihe selection of
people  who are mot on the Coun-
c¢il  but  who  will  assist the
Couneil, I  agree with 'the Thon.
Member  that it is  going 1o e
difficult. I personally would like to
see it done mot by the Towm Council
hut by some other people because you
would have a selection of two disinter-
ested persous, but the Town Council
drafied a svstem which seems 1o suit
them. It is always said that the
Councillorseare interested in the mode
of taxation. People will say that every
measure passed in this Counecil is of a
gelfish mnature. © I would like that
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criticisin to Dbe rewmoved as early as
possible. I will here ask  the louw.
Attorney-General and hon. Members to
lsok at the schedule which bears on
this particular point. In the TFirst
Scliedule Rule 8 (1) and (2) which
makes provision for the {illing o
vacancies on this Committee, states:—

(1) On a vacancy eccurring in the
committee by reason of the deaih ovr
resignation of a member or otherwise.
the council shall appoint another per-
son in his place. and the person so
appointed shall hold office wuntil the
time when the person in whose place he
is appointed would regularly have gone
out of oifice.

(2) If any member of the commnittee,
not heing a member of the council, be-
comes a member of the council, his term
ol office as a membher of the committee
shall thereupon expire and the vacancy
shall be filled as in the case of a vacauncy
by reason of death or resignation.

As 1 oread those two provisions they ave
euntively opposed to ene another for vevy
2acd reasons, but it seems to me it may
Lappen that it by reason of some death
oy wesignation  among  the original

three  members  of  dhe Committee
you do nwot  make it  possible
for any  aember  of  the  Council

to be on the Asxessment Committee.
Ko it is by no omeans statie. It does
not follow, as the hon. Member stated,
the Committee should be confined to
members of the Couneil.  As T read i,
1the personnel of the Committee may
include ne member of 1he Town Council
at all. T have only risen to point out
that what hon. Members feel—first of all
that this is an aftair of the Town Coun-
cil—is not veally right in its appliea-

tion. It ix not as Labour has a right
tm be represented, net that Council-

lors  who represent ecertain  con-
stituents are only interested in their
respeciive  constituents, not that one
Councillor  who represents  Stahvoel.
ist 10 see after the valuation in Stabroek.
Tel us make a start. There may be
misiakes. Tt is the responsibility of
the Town Council. Even under the
present system. altliough yom had ap-
praisers and although thex made valua-
tions, their work was subjected to the
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scrutiny  of  the Town  Council. I
remewber the hon. Member for (ieorge-
town Central (M. Perey (. Wight) as
Mayor had a bad time with the nuni-
ber of appeals which ocenrred
the appraisers’ findings came before
the Town Council. The Town Council
tas the final responsibility under the
law to-day, and my-own view is the
Town Cowneil  will  mnot
responsibility in (he present

wlhen

shirk its
3ill.

Mr. PERCY v WIGHT: I desire o
congratulate the last speaker on what
he has stated. It is exactly what was
passing through my mind, ouly put in
the lueid way in which he has disposed
of it. I am appealing 1o these lou.

“Members who epposed the clause not to
press it. I can assure the municipal-
nminded that if they look at the reports
in the Press when the appraisements
are before the Town Council they will
see  that Conneillors  themselves have
admitted  that  they are not qualified
enough to go into the matter. One par-
ticular Councillor stated that he could
not take part because -he felt he was
not qualitied to do so. There are only
to be three Councillors on the Commit-
tee. I know that in the valnaticn of
most of the properties for insurance
and for estale duty mistakes are made
aud no notice is taken of them. T feel
T am making no derogatory statement
when 1 say that Councillors have mot
sulticient  knowledge to go into the
matter alone. T think this is as good
a4 principle as one can find. T was in
the Mayoral Chair when a tremendous
amount of valuation ecame up. There
was a certain meniber of the Council
in whom T have great faith as regards
valuation, and although T was in that
linen of business I went fo that gentle-
man and asked his advice. T felt that
with his knowledge, qualification and
building interests he would he the only
man to render me assistance.  There is
nothing fo be suspicions about in this

clause. Tt is simply that in the Cor-
poration there is mnot that mnaturval

ability to do the work alone. As long
as the Town Couneil has a majority
we are all right. The ratepayers’
Association has owe very useihd mepy
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Ler who can be appointed. It is the
same with the Chamber of Commevce.
Therve is a member of the Chamber of
Commerce who undoubtedly can assist
the Couneil. I ask hon. Members to
dismiss from their minds any question
of suspicion and leave the clause as it
ix. Let us see if it works satistfactoyily
first.

Mi. JACOB: The more 1 listen to
the  hone rMembers awho have  spoken
against bis somendment, the .more I
feel  that  the  amendment  should
go  through. I see in the First
Schedule, Rule 4, that three members
including the chairman shall form a
quorunt at any meeling ol the commit-
tee. If T am to agree with the hon.
Membewrs that the Town Council has
ot sullicient members with sufticient in-
ierest and suflficiently qualitied to sit
aud decide the assessments, then 1 take
it the three Councillors will be guided
Ly the two appointees from outside. The
two  mominanted menibers  and  two
Councillors — ¢an carry  everything.
Three form a quorum and the Chair-
man Thas a casting vote. The whole
thing looks absurd from the argumeunts
T have heavrd. 1 wish T can agree
with the hon. Member for New Amster-
dam, though T do not always, when he
<avs the Colony has no public spirit.
1 there is any disinclination on the
parl of any class of persons to go on
the Town Council, surely that iz not
<o with the Nominated members of the

Tewn  Council  with  respeet to that
Committee, When [ look -at the Tlist
of members of the vavious publie

Bourds and Committees and see some
of the nameés repeating all the time.
1 do not wonder why people are not
{faking interest in the  City's
ni’fnhl‘s to 2o on the Town Council.
T Thave a definite grievance - in this
matter wmysell. T believe T have mo
interest in anvthing that  goes on
in (his Council or in the Colomy. be-
cause T find mysell on mo Board or
Commitiee. The whole idea is to get
one so disgusted with public life as
to get out of it. Government is try-
ing up to now to get me xo disgusted
that T will retire from public Iile.

enaugh
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T CHAIRMAN: I can assure the
hon. Member that his statement is not
correct.

Mr. JACODB: I shall repeat it since
I am mot on any public board.

Tir ATTORNEY-GENERAL : The
lion. Member is now rveplying to his
motion and no one has  spoken  of
getting on or not being pul on any
public board.

Mr, JACOB: The bon. Member for
New  Amsterdam said  people are dis-
melined 1o take part in public afluivs
antd [ am giving reasons for it and 1L
gave my own case as an example. At
one  time 1 was on every important
temporary conunittee appointed in this
Counell, but because T lud adopted no
compromise  with certain people o
perpetuate what is going on I am not
on any board or commitiee. That is
the reason. It isx very nnpleasant aud
it is time Govermment realize that. T
want it recorded in the debates because
T am going to use it later on. T am
Iiere for a purpose and I am going to
use it later on.

My, SEAFFORD: May [ ask, whether
what the lon. Member is ere for has
anvthing to do with the motion before
us? I cannot hear anything about the
motion.

Tue CUHNIRMAN: The hon, Member
ix replving to remarks by the hon.
Member for New Amsterdan. e pro-
poses  to use  them  later on aguiust
Govermnent,

My, JACODB: My hon. friend ix one
who has Deen responsible for that to
a large extent. but T am here to ex-
press my feelings and to represent my
constituents. T am not here to repre-
sent mywelf.

Mr. SEATORD: Ts the hon. Member
speaking on {he wotion?

Mr. JACOB: T am. Tt. becomes
ratber distasteful but I say in all
copfidence that if it is the intention
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of Goverument to let us lave a con-
tinuation or exteunsion of public life
here and the people to take an inter-
est in public life, then this clause
should not he supported by Govern-
ment.  Tet the Town Council nominate
persons from awmong the Elected and
Nominated Councillors and not go  out-
side. Tf that happens vou may have
10 representative of the Council sitting
on the Committee {0 decide what valua-
tion shonld be given.

Mr. De AGULAR = T am not swprised
at the suspicion that has Dbeen cast on
thix clanse.. and T would like to say
that personally T do not like the way
it s worded. T would delete
sab-clanse (2). T am at a loss to sug-
cest a remedy except to indicate what
through  my  mind. T
repeat that 1 had noe time to study it
amnd so T am not preparved to put for-
ward an amendment in a proper form.
Alembers have fo hear for a tittle while
with xonme of my shorteomings in that
respect. It even appears (o me that
under sub-clause (1) the Town Coun-
cil has power to appoint persons to
asxivt the  Commitfee,  while sub-
clause (2) savs *The Conmmitiee shall
consist of five persons of whom not
more than three <hall he members of
the Council.™ That seems 1o suggest
how the remaining  {wo  shonld  he
who they  shonld  Te,
heeanse  the altimate appointment of
the Committee aceording to this ¢lause
resls with the Couneil that is sitting.
What has been passing  throngh my
mind is this:  Having regard to Gov-
ernment’s interesi or property inferest
and Government's responsibility in the
ralepavers  as  a whole, is (Govern-
ment  xatisfied with the elause as it
stands. Tt seems to me that provision
should  have  been  made  for the
Town Council to appoint three of
the members of the Committee and the
Governor-in-Couneil  appoint  the ve-
maining two. and possibly that may
vight the difficulty. Tt ix left en-
tirely  to the Town Counueil to ap-
point all but only three are restricted
to their own members. As T nader-
stand it, the complaint is not to. coplf;ne'

is  passing
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the appointinents to the Town Council.
1 am not disputing that, but it secews
1o me, having regard to all that 1 said
about  Government  having  sowme
responsibility to the ratepayers of the
City, the suggestion wmay be accepled
that the yremaining (wo menibers of the
Committee  Dbe appointed by the
Governor-in-Council. T do not know
whether that phase of the matler has
received any consideration by Govern-
ment.

Mr. C. V. WIGIIT : To a point of
information! I would like to inform
the hon. Member that that had been
considered, but the Town Council was
absolutely opposed to any nomination
by the Governor-in-Council.

Mr. De AGUIALR:
respousible  for  the
clause as i stands.
that the Town

AMaybe that s
wording of the
I lave no doubt
Council  would  he
opposed Lo nomination in  the
manner I have described. I have
every reason fo helieve they will be.
Itas Government, having regard to its
responsibility (o the ratepayers aud in
ils own interest ax o ralepayer, con-
sidered the necessity or advisability of
lLaving representation ou this Commit-

tee? There isx xomething to be said
about that representation. T think

thatl suggestion may receive some ¢on-
sideration. I do feel that whatever
the reason for thix clause may be, the
wording of it as it stands, is not very
happy. and the Town Council {hem-
selves may feel later on that perhaps
it is better for the appointment of the
Committee to he Dbetter described.

Mr. BLEAZAR: I supported e
amendment and 1 still think I am
right. Tf any suspicion hasx arigen in
Members’ minds, the lion. Member for
Georgetown South must be thanked for
that.  The hon. Member who has just
spoken has made a good point. The
Town Council will have the right to
nominale the two other people, but the
Council will have the right only if the
majority of the Council would do that.
Why give away the power which the
ratepayers give (o the Town Council

/
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by restricting it only to some of them?
They must not delegate that power to
someone else. That is what the lon.
Member has said. Let all the people
be members of (he Town Council, and
if they want advice give them power
under the law Lo obtain that particu-
Tar advice in such a manner as the hon.
Member  for Central  Demerara men-
fioned just now. Certainly, there are
men outside the Town Council who are
specialists  in the particular matter
and, therefore. give the Town Council
power fo get them. The hon. Member
for Georgetown South has said what
e has in his mind and what the whole
Council had in their minds. Taving
known so much of it aud that these
peaple like 1o remain outside and will
not. put themselves out to assist the
Town Counecil, they must take what the
majority gives them.  They canuot
remain outside the Town Council and
enjoy the privileges of those inside,

being  responsible  to no one  at
all. ' T do  not  wsay  1he members
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce
will nol dixcharge iheir con-

seiences. hul
outside the
their opinion.

{hey <hould mot remain
Town Council and give

Certainly they should
co to the people who they think can
vepresent them best. The hon. Mem-
her for New Amsterdam and the hon.
Member for  Georgefown  Central ave
two men for whom T have the highest
1expect and regard.  Both of them know
it. But T am against them in respect
of thisx thing becanse of my experience.

T CHHANTRMAN: 1 think the hon,
Member made it elear that it is not so
worded as to invite appointment from
outside the Town Council. The hon.
Member  for Central Demerara en-
quired whether Government has con-
sidered the advisability of suggesting
that the Governor-in-Council  should
appoint the other two persons. Gov-
ecrnment  is in the same position as
anyvene  else  in the  matter. The
Attorney-tieneral has pointed out that
in clause 38 it is provided that CGovern-
ment property shall be valued in the
same manuer as the properties of other
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people. Government feels quife =satis-
fied to leave it to the Town Council fo
appoint the Commiitee.

Mr. De AGUIATR: When T referved
to Government's interest in the City,
what T had in mind at the time, if T
may  explain, was 1his.  So mnch
capital has been made of the facl that
the Town Council is composed of nine
elected representatives of the ratepay-
ers and only three are nominated by
Government. What T wanted to point
out was ihat in that case Government
is in the minority and further, (Gov-
ernment in mo way takes a hand or
has any rvesponsibility or assists in the

romination and election of those mnine
Elected Councillors. The only repre-

gentation Government has on the Town
Couneil is Dby the three nominated
members of the Council. Taving re-
eard to the fact that Government takes
no part in  the proceedings for {he
election of Councillors. and having
regard to Government’s interest in pro-
perty and also Government’s general
responsibility to the entire Dbody of
ratepayvers of the ity as a whole, it
seems to me {that the . nomination of
two members of this Committee can
well he made by the Governor-in-Coun-
cil. T find myself in some difficuliy
in actually preseunting the amendment
by reason of 1he working of {he
clause: That will also have fo Dhe
amended, and. therefore. T suggest
ihat the official view he put forward
hefore T have 1he amendmeut prepared.

THE CHAIRMAXN : There is an
amendment to sub-clause (2) which I
propose to put first. Tl the amend-
ment is not carvied I will put the
whole clause.

Mr. De AGUIAR : I may be per-
mitted to say something about sub-
clause (3). Tf we pass this snb-clause
it means that we are actually approv-
ing the schedule at the "back of the
Bill without any consideration.

T ATTORNTY-GENERAL: Ap-
proving this clause oes not mean
approving the contents of the schedule
which is quite separate,
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Trr CHAIRMAN: I will now put the
amendment moved by the hon. Member
for North-Western ‘District.

The Clerk of the Council had hegun
to take 1he division when Mr. De Aguiar
drvew attention to the fact that NMr.
Perey €. Wight and Mr: Seaford, who
Lad left the Chamber, were about to
re-enter.

T CTTAIRMAN: There is nothing
to prevent Mr. Wight voting if the
Clevk has not ecalled his name.

Mr. WOOD: Tt is contrary to pre-
cedent, sir. I ean vouch for that be-
cause sone years ago Dr. Kelly and T
were the two Members who brought it
te a head, and it was then ruled that
we conld not come in once the division
had commenced.

Mr. De AGUIATR: T might add that
in my time T lhave seen a cord pulled
across the deorway when a division
was heing taken.

Tire CHAIRMAN :
cords removed?

Why were the

Tir ATTORNEY-GENERATL : This
Council is bound by its own Standing
Orders.  There is nothing in the

Ntanding  Orders  which gives any
possibile  authority to the precedent
named. The last  Standing Ouvder
RANy —

52, In all cases not provided for in
the British Guiana (Constitution) Order-
in-Council, 1928, or in these Rules and
Orders, the practice and procedure of
the Commons House of Parliament of
Great Britain shall be followed so far
as the same may be applicable to the
Council.

A Member of the House of Commons
is allowed three minutes 1o enter the
House on the sounding of a bell.  There
is mo Dell here. Anyhow the point has
arisen and it is one I would like to
look into. I suggest that the hon.
Members should not vote,
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Mr. ELEAZAR: Tf theve isx nothing
in the Rules we should he guided by
precedent. 1{ a Member is outside he
ghould remain oufside.

Tnr CITAIRMAN : T feel that we
are.bound by the Standing Orders and
not by precedent. The  Attorney-
Gieneral has made a snggestion which
T am sure the hon, Member for Ceorge-
town Norih (Mr. Seaford) will aceept.

Mr. De AGUTAR: T am quite will-
ing to give ihe Atiornev-General time
te ook into (he question.

The divicion was then proceeded
with and resnlted as follows:—

I'or:—Messys, Jacol, De Aguiar and
Tleazar—o.

Against :—Messrs, . V. Wight,
Jackson,  Gonsalves,  Wood,  Crease,
(ase, Taing, D*Andrade.  Awusfin,

MeDavid, Woolford, Prof. Dash, and
the Atiorney-General—12.

Amendment lost.
Clause 3 put, and agreed to.

Clause 6—Tower of Comumittee to re-
auire Returus.

Mr. De Agniar: I am still going 1o
do my duty. Sub-clanse (5) says:—

(5) Ewery such return shall bhe
accompanied by a ground plan of the
lot to which the return relates, and the
plan shall show such particulars ax may
be prescribed.

T am going to admit that it isx a very
good thing to call upon ratepavers to
provide ground plans of their lots, but
I am wondering how wmany hardships
are going to be created on  certain

people as a result of the expencditure:

involved. We have heard so many
timex about poor people and widows,
but I am wondering whether that
aspeet of the matter has been consider-
ed. TIhad intended to move the deletion
of the sub-clause entirely, because T
am satisfied it is going ta ¢reate hard-
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ship, Imt if the Town Council has con-
sidered that phase of the matter and
feels that it is not likely to do so I am
prepared to let it go through.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: There is an
officer mow in the Depavtment await-
ing the passage of the Bill to com-
mence the preparation of {hese. ground
prlang, and T have no doubt that we
will assist ratepayers as we deem it
necessary., This is one of the items
that will take a little time. We hope
to  eet it through in three or four
months.

Mr. De AGUTAR: T have not heard
whether there will be a charge for {he
preparation of {hese plans.

Mr. WIGHT: XNothing has  been
decided on  that point yet. Tt has
Leen dixcussed and the idea is that the
plans should be prepared by the De-
partment. 1 personally see mo -objee-
tion ta officers of the Departiment going
around and making these plans whieh
would be recorded in the office for the
use of the Council, and the ratepayvers
can go in and sign them.

Mr. De AGUTALR: All that the bon.
Member has saild is not shown in the
Bill.  He has not taken us into his
confidence = on  the specific question
whether there will be a charge or not
for these plans. All we are conecerned
with here is that there is an obligation
on the ratepaver to submit a ground
plan.  If the plan is to be prepared
hy the Town Council the e¢lause should
Ray so.

Mr. WIGIIT: There was some differ-
ence ot opinion on the Tewn Council
wheilier a ratepayer should be allow-
ed 1o prepare his plan and submit it.
There are obvious wubjections to that.

The matter has received very ecareful
censideration by the Council and is

awaiting the detailed work. No doubt
the ratepayers are perfectly satisfied
because they have retwrned the Couneil
en Dloe,
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Tirne CHAIRMAN : I understood you
to say  that if the officer attached to
the Department prepared the plans
and the owners of properties signed
them the Council wouldd be prepared to
accept them. What we would like o
Inow is whether there will he anv
charge for that work,

Me. WIGHT: At the moment that
lias not heen discussed, but personally
T do not see why there should be any
charge.

Mr. BLEAZATR: Under the Tublic
Health Ovdinance anybody who puts a
building on any lot has to submit «a
plan to the satisfaction of the Town
Council, no matter who made it.
Putting it in this Bill only dnplicaies
it.

Mr. SEATORD: The difficuliy-is that
there might be objection if everyvhody
wis allowed to subniit plans.

Mr. WIGHT: In cases where we
‘Lave these plans prepared for record
and a person asks for assistance, T
gee no reason why the Ceuncil should
not give it. The oflicer ix in the (foun-
¢il’'s employ and is being paid for that
work. The hon. Member is aware of
what happens on the Central Board of
Health. T know that plans are sub-
mitted.

Mr. SEATORD: In the case of the
Central Board of Health a sanitary
afficer very often helps in the prepara-
tion of plams.

Mr. De AGUIAR: TUnfortunately T
have 1ot studied faw, and I am not
preparved to lave too much argument
about it. T do not kuow whether it
iz as cempulsory in the Health Ourdi-
nance as it is here. In this Bill it is
stated quite definitely thal *every
such return shall be accompanied by
a ground plan.” I also know that out
of every 100 plans submitted to the
Board of Health 99 are prepaved by a
sanitary inspector. Yhether he gets a
fee or perquisites I do not know, but
there is no statntory fee,
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My, WIGHT: T would not like it to
go on record that 99 per cent. of the

- plans submitted to the Central Board

of THealth
inspectors.

are prepared by sanitary
That is not my experience.

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: The Board
of ITealth requires plans of buildings.
All that is asked for in this Bill is a
ground plan which anyvbody ean pre-
pare. I know {that the sanitary
inspector makes those plans without
any conxideration.

My, De AGUIAR: If the Towm
Couneil  feels that this clause should
remain as it is 1T have no objectiom.

As regards sub-clause (6) T presume
it is intended to include in the rate the
vialue of any plant or machinery on
any lot or building in the City. That,
of course, wonld be an entirely new
feature, and perhaps we might hear
what the hon. Members of the Town
Council had in mind when they made
this provision that plant and machinery
should Dbe specified in the returns. I
would like to know whether it is
intended to include in {he assessment
any plant or machinery on a lot or
huilding.

Mre. ¢ V. WIGHT: I will vead for

the information of the Council the
vhservations made ou sub-clause (6).
They are:—

“The object of requiring a list of

machinery on premises to be givea in
the return is to enable the Committee
to determine the annual rental value of
the premises on which such machinery
is installed. Suppose there are two
sseparate premises, identical in  every
respect. in the same district and one of
them has machinery while the other has

none, the premises equipped with
machinery will have a higher annual
rental value than the other 1ot
o) equipped, and the Committee
is bound to have regard to
the purpose for which the prem-
ises either is ‘being actually used

or is reasonably suitable. The Commit-
tee must look to the hereditament as it
stands, regarding all its advantages, fit-
nesses, facilities. and capabilities. (Vide
§econd Schedule, Rule 3), The House
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of Lords directed the Local Authority to
vaiue the hereditament equipped with
machinery and plant as it appears to
the eye, on the assumption that the
hypothetical landlord provided lands,
buildings and machinery and he
hypothetical tenant paid him for ail he
provided. Kirby V. Hunslet Union
(1906) A.C. 43. :Although in point of
actual fact in Emgland the land is pro-
vided hy the landlord. the huildings hy
the lessee, and the machinery hy the
occupier. yet for the purpose of fixing
the value of the whole hereditament for
assessing rates the premises must he
looked at as a whole without reference
to the nersons who provided the several
parts.”

“The Council has retalmed that por-
tion of the clause requiring a list of the
machinery. but has deleted the last two
lines ot the original clause as the in-
formation 1is not absolutely mnecessary
and may not be available in certain
cases. The machinery itself is not tc
Dbe wvalued.”

AMr. De AGUTAR: May I ask what
the hon. Member has Dheen ryeading
from?

My, WIGIIT: From notes made by
the dranghtsman,

Mr. De AGUIAR: T hope (he hon.
Member appreciates that I have never
been  favoured with a  copy of those
notes. It is the first time T am hear-
ing of such an obligation. It seems to
me a very imporvtant sub-clause which
will require very careful consideration.
I am preparved to assist as far as T am
able, but when it comes to moving
deletions T am not prepared to do so
to-day. Sub-clause (6) introduces an
entively new feature in the rating svs-
tem of Georgetown.

Tie ATTORNEY-GENERATL: If i.h('
hon. Member looks at Rule 1 of the
Second Schedule he will see what is to
be assessed.

Clause 6 put, and agreed to.

Clause I5—Tnfering and ITearing of
the Appeal.

Mr. De AGUIAR:
sub-clause (3)

I oaobserve that
gives the Court power
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to increase an assessment. I presume
ihat that provision has Dbeen inserted
in order to provide for a case in which
ihe City Iingineer appeals against an
assessment by {be Committee. If that
is the intention I am entirely in agree-
ment with it, but to leave it as wide as
it is here 1 do not know what the legal
Members of the Council think about it.
Not long ago we had a prolonged dis-
cussion  about giwving power 1o the
Judges to increase sentences on appeal.
Perhaps hon. Members have c¢hanged
their minds in that respect. I prefer
to see it stated here that am increase
ol the assessment should only be made
in the event of an appeal by the City
Engineer and not by a ratepayer.

Mr. GONSALVES: T think when the
31 i passed and the hon. Member
Las time 1o read it he will find that
the right of appeal is given to the
property-owner.

Mr. De AGUTAR: As a matter of
fact I think it isx framed to make it
clear {hat the Comrt will have power
10 increase ;on  appeal Dby lthe City
Tingineer, unless the intention is 1o
stifle the right of persons to appeal
by making him liable to have his
assessment  increased.

Mr. C. V. WIGIHT: P’erhaps the hon.
Menther does not know that there is
a difference Dbetween the law of per-
sonal  preperty  and  {hat  of real
property.

Mr. SEATFORD: I do not think we
need worry about the City Engineer
because I do mot think he would
appeal against a  decision Dby the
Assessment Committee.

Mr. PERCY ¢ WIGHT: Tt simply
means that 1 can appeal against an
assessment of the property of the hon.
Member for Central Demerara.

Trr ATTORNEY-GENERATL: Some
misapprehension. fias been caused Dby
the use of the word “appeak”. In
actual fact what will happen is that
1he faets will be put before the Magis-
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trate’ who will make a fresh assess-
ment, following as' he considers fit the
Rules in the Second Schedule. It will
be a fresh assessment, and his figures
may be above or Dbelow.

Mr. ELEAZAR: IIon. Members de
not know what theyv are talking about.
I went to Davson’s to buy a pcoket
knife. The clerk charged me 2/-0 1
appealed to the store-walker who told
me that the clerk did mot know what
he was talking about: the cost of the
knife was G/-. T had to pay 6/- for
appealing. (laughter).

Clause put, and agreed to.

Clause 27—Readjustment of payments
made necessary by alteration in a
valuation list.

Mr. De AGUTAR: If clauses 26 and
27 are read togetlier it does appear as
if there will be assessment for part of
a year. I do mnot know whether the
intention ix that after the list has
been prepared for the following year
and rates are levied accerdingly, and
within three months it is found that
an crror has been made, the assess-
ment for the particular property will
be increased for the remaining portion
of the year.

Mr. C. V. WIGIHT: The intention is
perfectly plain in clause 24 (3) which
provides that every supplemental list

shall remain in force as long as the
valuation list remains in force. At

the present moment one can by the
exercise of a little ingenuity escape
paying one’s full rates for 1S months.
This clause will cure that defect, and
we lope to wrecover all the rates as
soon as a property goes up.

Clause 27 put, and agreed to.

Claust 3S—Assessment of Crown and
Colony property.

Trae ATTORNEY-GENERAT: I move
that sub-clause (3) of clause 3S Dbe
amended by the deletion of the words

“or the proceeds of” after the word
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“lots” in the sixth line thereof, and

by the substitution thevefor of the
following words “and the.”
Clause 38 as amended, put, and

agreed to.

Clauge 39—=Special provision concern-
ing «tellings near the western Dbound-
ary of City.

Mr. De AGUIAR: This clause is
not quite clear to me. I do mot know
wlether it means that if there is a

stelling alone on a lot, without any
building at all. that stelling will be
considered within the Dboundary of

the City. I Dbelieve the intention of
the clause is to include properties
which have been Dbuiit in from the land
and extending towards the river. I
would like to know whether in a case
where there are no buildings in front
ut merely a stelling, that stelling will
be  considered  within  the western
beundary of the City.

AMr. SEAFORD: I find this clause
rather complicated too. hecause appar-
ently it «oes mot make any difference’
whether it is on Government land or
Colony land: rates will have to be paid
on a stelling.

Mp., C. V. WIGIIT: At present there
are certain aveas of Colony land on
which the Colony is paying rates. TIf
it is on private land the private
individnal will have to pay the rates.

Mr. SEATORD: Is the Colony going
to pay on the stelling and everything
on that land? I understood that the:
western boundary of the City was
defined as the line above low water
mark. Will Government have to pay
whether it is its property or not?

Mr. WIGHT: If it is not Govern-
ment’s property it may be the lessee’s:
property, and the lessee would have to
pay the rates.

Mr. SEAFORD: It means really
that the Town Council is taxing pro-
perty which is not on City land. TFor
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instance the wharves at the Iublic
Works Department will Dbe taxed.
Although they are on Crown land they
are not within the City, but they ave
near the western boundary of the City.

Mr. WIGIHT: The western boundary
of the City is defined in section 4 of the
Jeorgetown Town Council Ordinance,
Chapter S6.

Mr. SEATFTORD: My point is that if
it is just morth of the City it ix neav
tlie western houndary. Will Govern-
ment have to pay on the Lighthouse?
It is on Government land but it is
near the western houndary of the City.
I A{hink the definition = near the
western heundary ¥ ix not correct.

Tie ATTORNEY-GENERAL: What
the hon. Member says is quite correct.
It could be outside the TDoundary
altogether and yet be near the western
boundary of the City. The only
salvation is the last few words of the
elause: “shall be deemed to le part
of the lot on which auy such stelling
abuts.”

Mr. SEATORD: T do mot wish to
hold up the Council in any way. Der-
haps the Attorney-General might con-
sider it.

Mr., WIGHT: If when we are going
through the various assessment lists
we find there ix any unusual snag we
will point it out and it will receive
the consideration of the Council.

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: This point
has always troubled me, and I am not
inclined to  aliow  the clause to go
through ax it is. For instance, the
Transport Department las  property
up to the lot. This clause includes the
erection of a shed from that point up
to the river. According to this method
of valuation a stelling which is not on
the lot of land described in the trans-
port has to be valued with the land
and the other Dbuildings on it. I
would like to see the matter made
much clearer. In my opinion stellings
should be exempted from taxation with
the other buildings on the land.
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Mr. GOXNSALVES: The hon. Mem-
Ler has lost sight of the fact that @
stelling cannot be stopped short of a
certain point; it has to be continued.
This matfer has been very seriously
considered Dby the Council, and the
experts on the other side have approved
of it.

My. JACOB: I think the clause
should stand. I cannot wunderstand
why it is suggested that if a stelling
begins from the land and ends some-
where it should mnot be valned. TIf
Land ix not there how can a stelling
cver begin?

T CITAIRMAN @ 1 think the sug-
gestion made by the hon. Member for
Western Essequebo (M. G0 V. Wight)
should BLe adopted—that we pass the
clause as it stands.

Clause 39 put, and agreed to.

Clause 40 — Power of Governor-in-
Council to remove difliculties.

Mr. De AGUIAR: Perhaps this
clause may overcome the difficulty in
clause 3Y. This Council is delegating
to the Governor-in-Council, its power
to make amendments to this Ordinance,
a right which every Member of this
Council has so far safeguarded.

My, C. V. WIGIIT: All we are ask-
ing is that the Governor-in-Council
should Dbe empowered to remove any
difficulties. There is no question of
delegation of power. It is only for
the purpose of removing in a move
expeditious manner any difficulties
that may crop up.

Mr. De AGUIAR: T feel sure T will
have an opportunity to remind tle
hon. Member of his remarks.

Mr. JACODB: Tt is not rvight for the
Governor-in-Council  to  ameind any

Ordinance. 1 agree with the hon.
Member for Central Demerara (M.
De Aguiar).

T ATTORNEY-GENERAL : The

Governor-in-Council does mnot propose
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to amend the Bill. What the c¢lause
says is that the application of the
Ordinance or the preparation of the
valuation list, or in Dlringing into
operation any of its provisions, the
Governor-in-Council  may make an
arder wlhich would have the effect of
modifying any of the provisions of
the Owrdinance. The Ourdinance itself
will not be amended by the Governor-
in-Council.

Clause 40 put, and agreed to.

Clause 44 — Ixpenses of the Com-
smittee.
Mr. C. V. WIGIIT : There was an

amendiment which the Town Couneil
Rad asked Government to insert in the
Bill similar to that contained in the
New Building Society Ordinance, 12 of
1940. The object of that amendment
is to wive the Town Council covering
authority to pay 1he expenses in-
cidental to the preparation of the Bill
We have reecive an intimation from the
Attorney-tzeneral that it will Dhe
necessary to have a special Bill passed
for that purpose.

Tre ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The
suggested amendment sought to valid-
ate paymenis already made Dby the
Council and to provide for payments
to be made for something which had
already been done. Such an amend-
ment would conflict with Article 9 of
ibe Letters Patent which says that you
can only deal with one subject in one
Ordinance. TFor that reason I advised
that it would De improper to include
that amendment in this Bill

Clause 44 put, and agreed to.
Fiist SOIEDULE.

Rule 12 — Disqualification of Mem-
bers of Committe in certain cases.

Mr. DE AGUIAR: T do mot think
this Rule is wide enough. I think it
¢hiould include father, mother, brother,
and sister. In fact I was thinking of
using the broad term “relations.”
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Mir. PERCY C. WIGHT: I think it
is wide enough. Why shouldn't I sit
on the Committee Dbecause the pre-
perty to e assessed Dbelongs to my
brother?

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: Why should 1,
in public life, be guided by what my
father thinks? I have often differed
from him in my views. I observe, for
instance, that he more often sees eye-
iu-eye with the hon. Member for Cen-

4ral Demerara (Mr. De Aguiar) than

I do.
Rule 12 put, and agreed to.

SEcexp SCIIEDULE.

Rule 2 (2)—Definition of the Annual
Rent.

Tine ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I move
that sub-rule (2) of Rule 2 be amended
by deleting the word “measure” in
the first line and substituting therefor
the word *ascertain.”

Rule 2 as amended, put, and agreed
to.

AMr. De AGUIAR: Speaking generally
on the Schedule I do not know if the
Council appreciates that fthis fis the
most important part of the Bill. I
must confess again that I have mot
had time to study it, but I see one or
two snags in it. We were told that
the existing rating system was so
much guess work. I am {nclined to
agree with that, but I see that a little
bit of guessing is still going to take
place under Rule 3 (a) and (L), and
Iule 4 (1).

Tie ATTORNEY-GENERAT : This
Schedule is taken from the laws of
otlter  Municipalities where it has
worked pervfectly all right. I do not
think there were more than two or

three verbal alterations.

The Third Schedule was passed with-
discussion.

The Council resumed.
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Tie ATTORNEY-GENERAL: In
view of the knowmn anxiety to get the
Bill through I move that it be now
read a third time and passed.

Prof. DASTL seconded.
Question put, and agreéd to.’
Bill read a third time and passed.

Larg Assunraxce CoyMranies (TEMPORARY

Mopirrearion) Bion, 1942,

Tur ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I move
that the following Bill be read the
first time:—

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to em-
power the Governor to extend the time
within which certain documents may
be deposited with the Régistrar by Life
Assurance Companies.

Prof. DASTL =seconded.

Question put, and agreed to.
Bill read the first time.

Notice was given that at the next
or a subsequent meeting of the Coun-
cil it would be moved that the Bill be
read the second time. (The Attornmey-
General).

—Sugar Exp. Stns. Bill 472
Svear ExreriMENT STatioNs Bion, 1942,

Prof. DASTI: I move that the fol-
lowing Bill be read the first time:—

A Eill intituled an Ordinance to pro-
vide for the Control of Sugar Experi-
ment Stations for a further period of
five vears from the first day of Janu-
ary, 1943.

Tie ATTORNEY-GENERALseconded.
Question put. and agreed to.

Bill read the first time.

Notice was given that at the next or.'
meeting of the Council¥

a  subsequent
it would he moved that the Bill be read
the second time. (Prof. Dash).

Tur PRESIDENT : T think ITis IEx-
cellency said that the hon. Member for
Berbice River (Mr. Xleazar) wmight
move his  motion at 2 o'clock *on
Wednesday next, but the Council will
adjourn until mnoon on “"ednesdny"
rext when it is proposed that the first
item  on the agenda will Dbe the
resumption  of consideration of the,
Istimates. The Council is therefore
adjourned until noon on Wednesday
next. :

v,





