


























931 Friendly Societies

Mr. Speaker:
gather the hon. Member, Miss Collins,
has moved the addition of the words
“except with the approval of the Gover-
nor-in-Council” at the end of sub-
paragraph (2).

The Committee divided on clause 9
as amended and voted:

For Against :

Mr. Jailal Mr. Singh
Lt. Col. Haywood Miss Collins
Dr. Fraser Mr. Correia
Mr. Rahaman Mr. Raatgever—4
Rev. Bobb

Mr. Carter

Mr. Phang

Mzr. Ramphal

Mxr. Liord

Mr. Tello

Mr. Gajraj

Mr. Smellie

Mr. Farnum

Mr. Kendall

Mr. Cummings

Sir Frank McDavid

Financial Secretary
Attorney-General

Chief Secretary—19

The Chief Secretary: With re-
gard to paragraph 29B. (3) I think
the sentence ‘“A person shall be dis-
qualified for being elected....”should
read “. . disqualified from.” Appar-
ently, “for” is legal English.

Mr. Spealker: My view is that
“from” is the proper word. A person
is qualified for but disqualified from.

The Attorney-General: In the
Trinidad Ordinance the same legal
English is used. It has been approved
by the Secretary of State’s legal
-advisers.

Mr. Speaker: It is a matter for
‘the Council.
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The Chief Secretary: I think I
must accept the advice of my learned
colleague in the matter.

Mr. Speaker: The sub-clause will
stand as printed.

The Chief Secretary: I am not
acquiescing in the idea that in the mat-
ter of English we must follow Trinidad.

Clause 9, as amended, agreed to.

Class 10, renumbered 11.—Amend-
ment of section 45 of the Principal
Ordinance.

The Chief Secretary: I move the
deletion of the words “and supervision”
in the ninth line of sub-clause (b) (2).

Clause 11, as amended, agreed to.
12.—In-

Clauge 11, renumbered
spection of societies’ premises.

The Chief Secretary: I move the
insertion of the word “temporarily”
after the word “office” at the end of
paragraph (a) of clause 45C (1) in
order to make it clear that as soon as a
society is in position to do so it could
replace a temporary officer with another
of its own choice.

Clause 12, as amended, agreed to.’

New Clause 13.—Amendment of
section 21 of the Principal Ordinance.

The Chief Secretary: 1proposethe
insertion of a new clause to be numbered
13, as an amendment of section 51 of the
Principal Ordinance. This is merely to
fill a hiatus in the existing Ordinance in
which something was left out in errer
in 1893. Section 51 reads:

“51.—(1) Any officer of a registered

society, or any person on behalf of a
registered society, who— -



088 Friendly Societies

(a) uses any seal purporting to be the
seal of the society, whereon its
name is not so engraved as here.
inbefore provided; or

{b) issues or authorises the issue of
any notice, advertisement, or other
official publication of the society,
or signs or authorises to be signed
on behalf of the society any bill
of exchange, promissory note,
indorsement, cheque, or order for

_ money or goods; or

-(c) issues or authorises the issue of
any bill of parcels, invoice,
receipt, or letter of credit, of the
society, wherein its name is not
mentioned in manner aforesaid..”

The words ‘“wherein the name of
the society is not mentioned” have been
left out in paragraph (b), therefore
anybody who signed anything on behalf
-of a society has up to now been commit-
ting an offence. An offence should enly
be committed when a person signs with-
out the name of the society being men-
tioned in the manner provided. I move
“the insertion of a new clause 13 whichk
reads:

Section 51 of the Principal Ordinance
is hereby amended by the substitution for
paragraphs (b) and (c¢) thereof of the
following paragraph:—

“(b) issues or authorises the issue of
any notice, advertisement, or other
official publication of the Society,
or of any bill of parcels, invoice,
receipt, or letter of credit, of the
Society, or signs or authorises to
be signed on behalf of the Society
any bill of exchange, promissory
note, endorsement, cheque, or order
for money or goods, wherein the
name of the Society is not
mentioned in the manner herein-
before provided.”

Clause 18 agreed to.

Clause 17T—Audit and Supervision
Fund,

Mr. Correia: I am very anxious
about this clause and its effect on Ben-
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evolent and Charitable Societies. The
proposed section 62 (1) reads:

“There shall be constituted a fund to
be known as the Friendly Society’s Audit
and Supervision Fund, and every society
shall, when called upon to do so by the
registrar, make annually a contribution tc
such fund.”

If this section is passed as it is,
the Benevolent and Charitable Societies
would be compelled to have their books
audited and to contribute to this Audit
Fund. I do think there should be an
amendment to allow the Benevolent and
Charitable Societies to be excluded from
this clause.

The Chief Secretary: This clause
only says that Friendly Societies shall,
when called upon to do so by the Regis-
trar, make an annual contribution to
such fund. The Registrar has assured
me that where a benevolent society has
already made arrangement for the audit
of its accounts by some suitable person,
there would be no question of making
it contribute to this fund, provided the
arrangement meets with his satisfae-
tion he would allow that society to con-
tinue as it is now doing. Most of the
benevolent and charitable societies get
someone to audit their accounts volun-
tarily and, provided the Registrar is
satisfied that the arrangement made is
appropriate, he would not call upon
them to contribute to this fund.

Mr. Correia : I am satisfied with
the hon. the Chief Secretary’s statement
that the Registrar will not insist on the
application of the clause to the Benevo-
lent and Charitable Societies.

The Chief Secretary: The words
“and Supervision” should be taken out
of the clause and the marginal note. T
want to assure all hon. Members that
the Registrar is not out to impose addi-
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tional expenses on the societies if it can
be avoided. He is out to help them in
every way. There is no question of
making benevolent societies contribute
to this audit fund.

I propose the insertion in section
64 of the words ‘“‘subject to the approval
of the Registrar’” between the words
“and the rules” in the fourth line.

Amendments put, and agreed to.
Clause as amended passed.

Council resumed.

The Chief Secretary: With the-
consent of Council I beg to move that
this Bill be now read a third time and:
passed.

The Attorney-General seconded.
Question put, and agreed to.

Bill read a third time and passed.
At this stage—4 o’clock—the Coun-~-

cil was adjourned to Thursday, 1Tth.
June, 1954, at 2 p.m,





