SECOND LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

(Constituted under the British Guiana (Constitution) (Temporary Provisions) Qzders

in Council, 1953 and 1956) ~

Tuesday, 17th March, 1959

The Council met at 2 p.m.
PRESENT :

Speaker, His Honour Sir Donald Jackson
Chief Secretary, Hon. M. S. Porcher, acting

Attorney Generai, Hon. A. M. I. Austin, Q.C. [ ex officio
Financial Secretary, Hon. F. W. Essex. /
The Honourable Dr. C. B. Jagan Member for Eastern Berbice
(Minister of Trade and Industry)
. E. B. Beharry Member for Eastern Demerara
(Minister of Natural Resources)
. . Janet Yagan Member for Western Essequibo
(Minister of Labour, Health
Housing)
» " Ram Karran Member for Demerara-Essequibo
(Minister of Communications
Works).
Mr. W. O. R. Kendall Member for New Amsterdam
,» F.Bowman Member for Demerara River
,, L. F. S. Burnham Member for Georgetown Central
» S, Campbell Member for North Western District
,» A. L. Jackson Member for Georgetown North
»w 5. M, Saffee Member for Western Berbice
»» Ajodha Singh Member for Berbice River
» R. E. Davis Nominated Member
,, H. J. M. Hubbard Nominated Member
» A. G. Tasker, O.B.E. Nominated Member

Mr. I. Crum Ewing—Clerk of the Legislature
Mr. E. V. Viapree— Assistant Clerk of the Legislature.

ABSENT :
The Hon. B. H. Benn — on leave
Mr. R. B. Gajraj — on leave

Mr. R. C. Tello—on leave.
Mr. B. S. Rai

Mr. Jai Narine Singh

Mr. A. M. Fredericks.

The Clerk read prayers.

’ QA/W

and
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MINUTES
P i
The Minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Friday, 13th March,
1959, as printed and circulated, were
taken as read and confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISTURBANCES IN NYASALAND

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, I
have a letter from His Excellency the
Governor, dated 16th Marcn tms year,
in which he acknowledges the letter con-
veying the Resolution passed by this
Council concerning disturbances in
Nyasaland, and states that a copy of the
Resolution is being transmitted to the
Secretary of State for the Colonies.

LEAVE

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Nominated
Member, Mr. Gajraj, has asked to be
excused from this meeting, as ne is at a
meeting of the Rice Marketing Board.

PAPERS LAID

The Attorncy-General (Mr. Aus-
tin): I beg to lay cn the Table the

Report of the Supreme Court Regis-
try and Deeds Registry for the year 1957.

DEATH OF MR. E. A. LUCKHOO,
O.B.E.

Mr. Kendall: Mr. Speaker, before
the Order of the Day is proceeded with,
I crave your indulgence and that of the
Council touching on the- death of a for-
mer Member of this Council, and to
move a motion of sympathy, in terms of
Standing Order No. 24.

Mr. Speaker: Yes.

Mr. Kendali: Before reading the
Motion, I would like to say that I have
known the late Edward Alfred Luckhoo
for a number of years. A son of New
Amsterdam, he was a Member of the
New Amsterdam Town Council for over
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20 years, during which period he was
Mayor of New Amsterdam for a dozen’
times. His public service should be an
inspiration to all who aspire to this field.
He served both his Town and his coun-
try well.

He entered the Legislative Council
as the Elected lember ror bastern ber-
bice, and he was clevated to the position
of a Mcmber of the Eexcutive Council.
He is from a very respected family and
was the father of distinguished children.
1 know that this Council will agree with
the passing of the Motion which I am
about to read, and wnicii L now move

“Be it resolved, That this Council
records its profound regret at the death
of Mr, E. A, Luckhoo, O.B.E., and pays
tribute to the long and devoted service
rendered by him to the Colony as a for-
mer Member of the Legislative Council,
and directs that an expression of its sym-

pathy be conveyed to his widow and
children.”

The Attorney-General: It is the
usual qualification for paying tribute to
a man who has passed on that one has
personal knowledge of him, as the hon.
Member for New Amsterdam has in this
case. I regret, however, that I never
had the privilege of meeting Mr. E. A.
Luckhoo, but as it is said, by their deeds
ye shall know them, 1 claim, on tnat
basis, to be in a position to second very
sincerely the Motion which has just been
moved.

In the short experience I have of
local affairs 1 have heard of the deeds
of E. A. Luckhoo, and tney were good.
He was a child of three years when my
father was born in Wakenaan, and he
was distinguished in many facets of life.
He was admitted a Solicitor at the age of
21, in 1899, and he enjoyed a very wide
practice in that branch of the profession.
1 believe he entered into Municipal poli-
tics in 1906 as an Elected Member in the
New Amsterdam Town Council, and in
addition to the long and distinguished
record of being Mayor many times and
a Councillor for over 30 years, he was
also, I believe, a Member of the Court
of Policy; and after the Constitutional re-
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forms of 1928 he sat for many years in
this Chamber. He was also a Member
of the Executive Council and he served
faithfully on many Committees.

A man of his quality can ill be
spared. I say that sincerely because we
need all the wisdom and experience possi-
ble to guide us in these fast-moving, but
challenging and great days. He be-
longed to a passing generation, but I
have no doubt he will be remembered
for the work he did in this Chamber, lay-
ing the tradition which stands and which
1 feel supports us as we serve in our
time in this Chamber. I believe that he
enjoyed a good reputation and he was
admired by all who knew him; I there-
fore feel it a privilege to be able to se-
cond the Motion.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, I
wish to endorse all that has been said in
tribute to the late Mr. E. A. Luckhoo.
Members will please stand while I put
the Motion and remain standing for one
minute after it has been passed.

Motion put and carried unani-
mously, Members standing.

ORDER OF THE DAY
TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL

Mr. Speaker: Council will now re-
sume the debate on the Second Reading
of the Tax (Amendment) Bill. At the
adjournment on Friday last the Minister
of Trade and Industry (Dr. Jagan) was
speaking.

The Minister of Trade and Indus-
try (Dr. Jagan): At the adjournment on
Friday evening I was making the point
that in a country like ours it is necessary
to channel savings as far as practicable
in the right direction for develonment pur-
poses. We are all aware of the position
in our country today. Those Members
who have spoken on the Bill have re-
ferred to the serious unemployment
problem which is facing our country.

Some of those Members asked
whether the Government had any sym-
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pathv for the people who are today
suffering privations of one kind or
another, but the question should be asked:
why is it that the Government is im-
posing further taxation on the people of
pritisu Guiana at this very criucal junc-
ture? We are all aware of the fact that
because of external factors there has
been a serious drop in the revenues of
this country, and not only the revenues
of the Government but also in the wages
of individuals who have been employed
in industries — the bauxite industrv and
the timber industry, 1o name only two.

Last year the bauxite industry ex-
ported about one-third less than its nor-
mal exports from this country, and be-
tween 20 and 25 per cent. of its labour
force was laid off. The same thing
happened in the timber industry. Ob-
viously, the Government does not like to
sce unemployment in the country, and
wishes to take steps to make more em-
ployment opportunities available, not
only to those who are unemployed or
who have been retrenched. but to those
who are coming out of schools seeking
jemploynment. It is known that every
effort was made by the delegation which
went to the United Kingdom to seek an
expanded Development Programme, re-
alizing the problems which are confront-
g this country. I Your Honour will
permit me I should like to read a state-
ment which was made by Sir Jock Camp-
bell during the time we were in the
United Kingdom, immediately after the
negotiations. He said, and I quote:

“This immediate loan clearly falls
short of the urgent needs of the Govern-
ment and people of British Guiana not
only for development but to maintain the
present low standard of living there, and
to relieve the appalling unemployment,
But taking into account the present un-
imaginative attitude of the United King-
dom towards developing and sharing the
common wealth of the Commonwealth, I
think Dr. Jagan did remarkably well to
get as much as he has.”

I am not going to claim the credit for
getting what we got, or for being the first
country in the Commonwealth to get an
Exchequer loan, but the clear implica-
tion, which is recognized not only by our
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side but by independent people like Sir
Jock Campbell, is that our problems are
many and we need more money to solve
some of those problems.

Some Members of the “Opposition”
tell us that we must not tax the people.
At the same time every effort that this
Government makes to save money, to cut
down expenditure, is being thwarted and
being opposed. How can one get more
money if one wants to throw it away at
the same time? We have seen that this
year the Government has to spend money
in certain sectors for the benefit of the
people.

On the last occasion I mentioned
the subsidy in respect of coconut oil
which amounts to over $100,000. We
have seen in the Development Pro-
gramme an increase from roughly
$250,000 to nearly $700,000 for a rural
pure water supply, for the extension of
well pipes, the erection of overhead tanks
and the sinking of new wells. We have
also seen that some minor drainage and
irrigation works are to be carried out.
Those are not necessarily works intended
to provide unemployment relief. How-
ever much they will provide relief they
are meant to meet the distinct social
needs in our community.

Again I must ask: where is the
money to come from? We have not
been able to get the money from
the United Kingdom Government.
We have not been able to get the
UK. Government to guarantee the
loan which we were fortunate to nego-
tiate from the Swiss Bank Corporation,
a sum equivalent to £7 or £8 million.
We were able to interest the World Bank
to send an economic expert to British
Guiana, and as a result of his investiga-
tions we are told that a Mission is to visit
British Guiana shortly. But we have not
only to meet the deficit this year but we
also have to think in terms of the futnre.
The Financial Secretary in his Budget
Statement showed us that if the loans
which we are now raising are fully sub-
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scribed we will only be able to get about
$16%% million for our Development Pro-
gramme. In the original plan a sum of
nearly $21%2 million was earmarked.
Clearly there is right there a deficit which
we are hoping to meet when the Govern-
ment sends another Mission to l.ondon
later.

How is the Government to meet
this present problem at the moment
except by measures of taxation? Not
only do we want to solve the problems
this year but we also want to think in
terms of the future. Today this country
is saddled with the heavy burden of find-
ing $5 million for the purpose of
financing loans previously raised. Hon.
Members will recall that on his return to
the Colony His Excellency the Governor,
referring to the Swiss Bank loan, pointed
out that if we were to borrow sums of
money amounting to £ 8 million or £10
million we have to provide additional
sums of money to service such loans. On
this point I wish to quote from His Ex-
cellency’s broadcast interview —

“I think they offered £10 million at
5% or 6 per cent. repayable over 18
years. That would cost B.G. about $4.5
million a year, H.M.G. had no objection
to British Guiana accepting such a loan
if they wished to on their own credit-
worthiness, but they pointed out that, if
H.M.G. guaranteed the loan, money
would have to be committed just as much
as if H.M.G. had made the loan itself.”

£10 million is equivalent to about $50
million. We are all appreciative of the
fact that to have a large development
plan as this country needs we must pro-
vide the basis to raise the money from
some source unless we can get it for
nothing.

Hon. Members will recali that
when the Mission went to London I
said that British Guiana should have
an expanded programme, if it is to solve
all of its problems. I gave a rough figure
of approximately $200 million. If we
look at some of the items in these pro-
grammes we will see that the East Coast
Road alone is estimated to cost nearly
$30 million; our drainage and irrigation






































