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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKE� 

Reeignatioa of Dre J.K,M. 
- Bi chaoa•

Mr. Speakers _ Hon. Members;, 
I hl.ve received a c o•unication 
from Dr. J.K.M. Richmond which I 
shall ask the Clerk to ·read t'o 
this Assembly. 

The Clerk read the letter,as 

follows: 

H 7 , Brickdam and Manget Place 
·Georgetown
November 21, 1966

The Hon. Speaker 
National Assembly of Guyana 
P ublic B uildings 
Georgetown 

Dear Mr. Alleyne, 

I hereby resign my seat 
in the National Assembly. 
lbis follows my resignation 
earlier today from the United 
Force. 

Please, sir, accept my 
appreciation, of your personal 
courtesies to me. 

- Sincerely,
(Sgd.) J .K..M. l\'ichmond. '' 

MOTIONS RELATING TO THE 
BUSINESS OR. SITTING OF THE 

ASSEMBLY AND MOVEO BY A

MINISTER 

The Leader of the Boaae 
(Mr. Bissember): I move that 
the e ntire pr ocee dings on the 
National Sec-qrity (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Bill be exeapted 
from the provi,sions of Standing 

Order 9 -(2) of the Standing 
Orders whlch govern procedure in 
this House. 

Question put, and aareed io. 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

MOTION 

FINANCIAL PAPERNCh 4 OF 196fl 

11Be. it  -resol·ved · t.Jaat 
th e Comi �tee of Supply ap­
prov e of proposals sei out 
in Financial Paper No. 4 of 
1966 - Sc_hedule of Addition• 
al_ Provision on the Current 
and Capital Estimates tor the 
period ending October, 1966. 
tot_alling 14,386,742." - ['Dae 
Mbiater ef Fia•ee.] 

Tia� Mi•ht�r of Fiaanee (Kr. 
d'Agui ar): �· I beg to request 
that the debate on this Motion 
be defeITe d until Friday, 25th · 
November. 

Mr. Lacks T o  a point of 
order. I s ho u ld l_ike to quote 
from Standing Order: No 69 - Sup­
plementary Finll!bcial Provisions. 
It is my s ubmission that the. re­
quest of the hon . M i nis ter 
cannot be entertained. Stand­
ing Order  No. 69 (1) re ads as 
follows. 

,. If a Minister pr e­
�ents a Paper setting out the 
de tails o f  any  proposals 
for expenditure likely to be 
incurred in the course of the 
current financial year either 
in respect of a service or 
of several services for which 
no provision baa bee n  made 
�nan Appropriatlon Ordinance 
for that year or in  reapec�, 
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of fu�ther finan cial provi­
si on�beyond the total sum 
already san cti oned for a 
partitular head or for par­
ti cu�ar heads. that Paper 
sh all be o rdere d  t o  be 
printed and shall stand re­
ferred to the Connittee of 
Su pp I y w it h out questi on 
put and shall be appointed 
to be con sidered on a day 
to be-named by the Minister 
presenting the Paper•but not 
earlier that one clear day 
after -that on which the Paper 
was presented ... 

2.10· p.m • .The Minister appointed Monday, 
today, as the day on which Finan­
cial Paper No . 4 of 1966 is to be 
considered. [llie Priae Miai•­
ter: "No, he did not."] Yes, 
he did. �lease stand corrected, 
Mr. Pr iae Minis ter . He d id 
appoint today as the day on which 
this Papet is to be discussed. 

·' 

Subsection 2 of S t anding 
Order 69 reads as follows: 

" On . t he da y n am e d 
under paragraph (1) of this 
Order " 

\ - �he day named is today, Mon-
day -

" • . • the Committee 
of Supply shall stand as the 
first item of Public Business 
and tie Assem bly shall re­
solveh tself into that Com­
m it tee �i t h out quest ion 
put\" 

•e are now without question put
in Co-ittee of Supply. [Mr.

Biasea•er] «Are y ou making 
a speech?"] ·The clear implica­
tion is that on the day named 
under paragraph (1) - and today 
has been named by the hon. Minis­
ter of Finance - the Committee 
of Su pply shall stand as the 
first item of Public  Business and the Assembly shall resolve 
itself into that Co111Dittee with­
out question put. 

It is my humble submission 
that these Standing Orders pro­
vide for the speedy and expedi­
tious despatch of all supplement­
ary financial pr�visions. They 
do so provide and they do not 
allow for the deferment of these 
aa.tters. That is my submission. 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Minister 
of Finance. 

Mr. d'Aguiart I will refer 
you to a pre,�ous occasion.--

Mr. Speaker: Please reply 
to the arguments. 

Wr. d'Aguiar: You already 
allowed, on a previous occasion, 
the deferment of supplementary 
provision. The Standing Order 
states that the Minister shall 
name the day ... Well I have no\\ 
named the day as Friday. 

Mr. Speaker: I want you to 
convince me that this Financial 
Paper ought not to be taken as 
ilie f irst Item, acco rding to 
Standing Orders. 

Mr-. Bissembe'r: Last Friday 
you had allowed a deferment of 
this very Item which appears on 
the Order Paper. May I reply 
to my hon. and learned Friend. 
The first point I wish to make 
is this: The hQn •. Minister oJ 
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Finance, who is responsible for 
this Motion, has in fact nameft 
today as the day for considera­
tion of this Paper. He now seeks 
to name another day. The second 
point is this: Thfs Standing 
Order is to prevent an earlier 
discussion than on the day named. 
This is a later date we are ask­
ing for. If we were seeking to 
bring f�rward the day named, 
then we would have been in con­
travention of the Standing Order. 

I should like to refer to 
page 371 of the Fifteenth Edition . 
of Sir T. Erskine· May's Parlia­
mentary P ractice. I checked 
it this morning but I have not 
got it here. It states that a 
Motion deferring a debate can be 
moved by a Minister but it does 
not mean that the question must 
be put. His Honour the Speaker 
just announces the day appointed 
by the Minister responsible for 
the Bill. As long as it does not 
seek to debate a matter earlier 
tban the day named, the Govern­
me nt always has. the right to 
say which matter is urgent, and 
which matter should be deferred. 
It is a Government Motion; it is 
not an Opposition Motion. 

Mr. Speakers Clear up the 
point for me. The Minister named 
today. The Standing Order states 
that on the day named the Conunit­
tee of Supply shall stand as the 
first Item. I want to hear you 
on that point. 

Mr. Bissemher: This is the 
fir st Item on to day's Order 
Paper. The Minister is seeking 
to name another day. When he 
names the other day it will stand 
as the first Item on that day. 
May I develop the point. This 
matter must be the first Item to 

be dealt witn on the day named. 
It is not being dealt wit4_.M.L. 
by the request of the Minister 
responsible, therefore, he has 
the right to appoint another day. 
When that day comes up, that will 
be the first Item. He  can name 
another day when that day comes 
up. I submit, with the greatest 
respect, that the point taken 
by the hon. Member Mr. Luck is 
witho ut any foundation, any 
substance. If we had sought to 
have this matter debated last 
·Friday, or earlier than last.
Friday, there would have been
good foundation. I t herefore
ask you to reject the submission
out of court.

M r. Speaker: The whole 
thing seems to be a storm in a 
teacup. The Minister could have 
obviated all of this by speaking 
with the Leader of the Opposition 
and getting him to agree. 

the Leader of the Oppositio-11 
The hon. (Dr. C. B. Jagan) I 
wonder if I could just make a 
point here� From time to time I 
have had to make complaints to 
you about the way business of 
this House -

Mr. Sp�aker; ]o not let us 
slip away from this. 

Dr. Jagan: On this one par­
ticular issue I must tefl you 
that only yesterday morning I 
ha d to speak to Dr, Jacob to 
summon a special meeting of the 
whole parliamentary group last 
night to deal with this matter. 
I mention this in view of the 
remarks you have just made. Is 
this the way this House is sup­
posed to be aeaiing with a matter 
like this? 
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The Priae Minister (Mr. Burn­
ham): On a point of order. A 
point of order has been made 
and it is y·our duty, I submit� 
to rule, or, if you are seeking 
assistance from any Member of the 
House, that Member may speak. 
This is not the time for discus­
sions of this nature. 

Ruling by the Speaker 

Mr. Speaker: Under the 
Standina Orde r it seems as if 
the Mini;ter of Finance must pro­
cee� todav. I must concede to 
the Leader of the Opposition. I 
rule! that this Financial Paper 
must be proceeded with today. 

2. 20 p. 8. 

Assembly 1n Committee of 
s�pply. 

[Unintelligible remarks. by thE 
Prime, Minister.] 

Mr. Hubbard: Apologise! 
You have insuited the Chair and 
the Housel 

The Chairman: Is the Prime 
Ministc;r questioning the Ruling? 

The Prime Minister: No, sir. 
I am not •1uestioning the Ruling,
but I say if, is wrong. I cannot 
question it.. W1rnn the Speaker 
rules, lie rnLes., but I say and 
know i: is wTong. 

The Chairman: The whole way 
the Government is proceeding 
with this business is wrona. I 
am sorry I have to make th; re­
mark but I think the whole way 
the Government proceeds with this 
business is wrong. If a Finan-

. c_ial Pap�r is set down for toJ1ty

and if it is so important to tht 
Government --[-Prolonged Inter-
ruption.] 

· -

Assembly resumed. 

Mr. Speaker: This sitting is 
suspended for 20 minutes. 

Sitting suspended accordingly 
at 2. 21 p.m. 

2.40.p.m. 

On resumption - -

FINANCIAL PAPER N0.4/1966 

Assembly 1n �omwiit�� of 
Supply. 

Mr� d' Aguiar: In accordance 
with drticle 80 (2) of the Consti­
tution, I signify that the Cabi­
net has recomlll�nded this.Motion 
for the consideration of the 
National Assembly. 

The Chairman, We will deal 
with this Financial Paper item 
by item. 

UPKEEP OF WAH GRAVES. 

Mr. Luck: On page 1, 1tem 1, 
I see that the additional pro­
vision sought for the upkeep of 
war graves is $100. The legend 
states: 11 To provide for the pay­
ment of an outstandin� account 
d ue to the Com monwealth War 
Graves Commission in respect of 
the year 1965. I' I warmly support 
lhe proposition that the heroic 
dea:d of our land should be pro­
perly interred, but I would like: 
to k"ll:o.w in which war did these 
peopl� die and on whose behalf 
were they killed. In which war 
did these people fight! Whose 
anny were they in? Are Cuffy and 
Akbar among these dead people? 
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[The hon. Minister offered no

reply.] 

Transport and 'Irave�lin_g 

Mr. Ram Karren: With re­
firence �o item 3 - subhead 
2 - Transport and Travelling 
the original amount voted was 
$21,000 and the hon. Minister 
of  Finance is now asking for
an additional $4,460. The legend
states: "To provide for increaseo
travelling owing to the estab­
lishment of the Guyana Embassy
in Washington, the Guyana Perma­
n ent Mission to the Uni ted
Nations, as well as for the over­
all increase in local travel­
ling.11 One would have thought
that these items would have been
separated. These items are dealt
with under the head of Department
of External Affairs.

I should be grateful if the 
hon. Minister of Finance would 
tell us the amount he anticipates 
will be spent on external travel­
l ing, and on travelling in­
ternally. I cannot see the 
reason for lumping the two 
heads together. I am sure the 
Ambassador to the United States 
w ould object to money being 
s pent in Guyana and expressed 
i n  these Estimates in this 
:manner. This would be an indica­
tion that he is wasting money. 
When this gentleman was a Member 
of this House he was rather cau­
tious about spending money, Why 
should the hon. Minister of Fi­
nance tie up local travelling 

th travelling in America? The 
hon. Minister of Finance should 
eertainly give us a breakdown of 
this amount , 

[Th�.:hol'I�- Minister offered no 
·F�p}y.J .·

Mr. nub&arda I have liad. 
occasion to state in this. House 
on more than one occasion that 
the Minister 1 of Finance operates 
on the principle of·the pawnshop 
clerk in everything he does. The 
last time be came to this House 
to ask for money for Washington 
and New York, be was unable to 
tell us bow much he wanted for 
W ashington  and how much he  
�anted for New York. Unfortun­
ately for him the Minister of 
Economic Affairs had to deal with 
the matter, and we found out 
that the Minister of Finance had 
used abracadabra in presenting 
the Estimates. The last time he 
said that the money was needed 
fer furnishing Washington and 
furnishing New York. Today we 
are told that there is *�?veiling
in Washington and local travell­
ing. Abracadabra cannot help 
him today,· 

ln the first lnstance the 
M inister of Finance asked us 
to provide $21,000. Today he is 
a sking us for an additional 
$4,460 on the ground that what 
he originally estimated was in­
adequate. He has already asked 
us for money, and he is now ask­
ing us for another $4,386,742,00! 
His Estimates are dishonest and 
he should stand up now and tell 
us what he is hiding or covering 
up. 

[The hon. Minister offered no 
eply.J 

Mr. Ram Karran: I am sure 
that the hon. Member Mr. liubbar<l 
has treated the hon. Minister of 
Finance with some sympathy by re­
ferring to him as a pawnshop 
broker.. I feel that the Minister 
is  incompetent and unable to 
defend his Estimates. He cannot 
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s ay that this is not a valid 
criticism. I ask him to stand up 
a.nd tell us how much money has been 
spent locally and how much has 
been spent in the United States. 
M y  hon . Fri end Mr. Hubbard 
h as been very charitable in 
dealing with the hon. Minister of 
Finance. 

Perhaps he will tell us some­
thing about item 14 -·s ubhead 3 -
Miscellaneous. He is asking for 
$2,124 and the legend states: 
"Voted provision proved inade­
quate owing to the overall in­
crease in the work of the Head 
Office and the Overseas Mis­
sions. 11 To what Head Office .. isi 
the hon. Minister of Finance re­
ferring? His constant preoccupa­
tion with business has c ause� 
him to degrade the most important 
Minis try of External Affairs. 
I beg to move that the name of 
this Head be properly designated. 

2.50 p.m. 

We used to speak about a Head 
Offic� in places like the Trans­
port and Harbours Department, but 
surely there is no Head Office 
at the Ministry of External Af­
fairs. 

IE>AlmtlM' OF EX'IERNAL AFFAIRS 

PERSONAL EMOLUMENTS 

. Mr. Khan: Will the hon. 
Minister offer some explanation 
on item 2 to this House? When 
the hon. Minister of Finance was 
i n  the O p position  h e  always 

· criticised the Government for not
supplying proper annotation, yet
here he is seeking additional
provision and the note reads:·

" To prov i de for the 
th e c re a ti on o f on e po s t o f •
'Accountant' on Scale A9a." 

We are told that the post is that 
o� an accountant. Is it not pos­
s1ble to make a calculation in
order to arrive at  the exact
amount required? Is this incom­
petency?

Miscellaneous 

Dr. Jugan: My hon. Friend 
referred to the creation of a new 
post. I am not going to deal 
with that aspect under item 4, 
�ubhead 3 - Miscellaneous. It 
seems to me that there is some­
thing wrong with the manner of 
estimating. The Minister came to 
the House at the beginning of the 
ye ar and asked for $3,500 and , 
now comes to ask for $2,124
�xtra. There is something wrong 
1n th� �ystem of estimating. 
In add1t10n, the word II miscellan- • 
eous11 covers a multitude of sins 
and we should be given an idea of 
how the Government is spending 
the taxpayers: money.: . 

What is this all about? It 
is tlot only that inadequate ex­
:�lanation.is given but the s�m
1nvolved 1s almost seventy per 
cent - [Interruption.] - sixty 
per cent of what was orginally 
voted. Surely the Minister owes 
,an exp l an a tion to this House. 
This is not a pro per way ·to 
deal with Members of the House, 
Je must be given more informa­
t1on. The Minister should make 
� speech when each head is being 
debated in o.rder to supply fur� 
ther explanation. [Laughter.-:::;
When the hon. Prime Minister was 
on this side of the House he used 
to complain that the legends in 
lhe supplementary estimates were 
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t otally inadequate and said 
that the Ministrie� shoul d  
put up supplementary papers to 
give the information required. 
Why do we have to try to squeeze 
out the information while the 
Minister sits as though rooted 
to his chair? It i_s not a ques;_ 
tion of dialecti c s; it is a 
q uestion of trying to run the 
government properly and not try­
ing to win a cheap trick. [In­
terruptions.] I aa very serious 
about this. I know that the 
Prime Minister likes to make a 
joke out of everything, but a 
time comes when one has to be 
serious. Therefore, I would urge 
the Minister to get up and give 
s ome explanation of what is 
happening on this page. 

[The li.un .. ,Uini:;tcr cff�:-ed 
no reply.] 

Mr. HubbHrd: I should like 
the Minister to tell us whether 
he is g oing to go through the 
farce of sitting do�� all after­
noon �rinning and looking like 
one of his inebriated customers 
and refusing to answer questions. 
We are representaL i vei of the 
people and we are entitled to 
have the in for mation that we 
request, otherwise Parliament is 
a farce and all that the Prime 
Minister said when be accepted 
the gi� of the Speaker's Chair 
is mummery. 

[The hon. Minister offered 
n9 reply.] 

Page 2. 

Special Allowance to Mr. Ao R�A11i 

Mr. Persaud: I think that 
item 8 needs some more explana­
tion, It is stated here that 
t here was a miscarriage of ar-

rangements with respect to one 
A.R. Alli. The Hou.e is asked to 
approve the sum of $320, Will 
the Minister kindly tell us what 
was the "miscarriage of arrange­
ments" 7 

The Priae Miaist4er: As Min­
i s ter of External Affairs I
think this question deserves' a.n 
answer. &:nae time in 1964, early 
1964, my predecessors in office 
arrange� for Mr. Alli to take up 
an assignment at the British 
Embassy in Washington •. In Octo­
ber of the same year the said 
administration withdrew its in­
structions and changed its plans. 
As a result, this Government has 
been saddled with the sum of 
$320 to recompense Mr. Alli for 
the miscarria�e of arr1tn�ements 
by the previous Govermnent. 

Special Hospitality Expenses 

Mr. Luck: I should like to 
r efer to subhead 16 (New)­
Special Hospitality Expenses. 
TI1is is a. re.curring dcciu .. a.l. If 
money is not required for special 
hospitality it is required as a 
special allowance. Previously 
the sum of $15,000 was needed 
for tips. We are now asked to 
vote the sum of $5,100 11 to meet 
e xpenses in connection with 
the holding of a reception by 
Guvana after admittance to the 
U.N. 11 One must assume that our 
diplomats used tax free liquor 
so that a-0ottle of whiskey �ost 
$6.50 whereas it would cost the 
o rdin a ry person $25. ·If .. we 
a ssume that three-fifths of the 
money was spent on liquor, we 
can see that whiskey flowed like 
water, for $3,000 in tax-free 
liquor would be equivalent to at 
least $10,000 worth of liq·;,or. 
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This is , : ,or e:ountr�r and 
coirntrje;:: "'· '" this ,lo nc'., 
;; rld to Uic· i_ i . e , n : :w ,.,n r 1,l 
l, (_/ d y by t; ( / i j: 

1
' rJ i f_; U Ir:.., s i_ 

obta in the .1a.t, ·:...hp, cl:1� 
chargec=: and ·' ',.,ving :;1" dip 
lomats live J tk(;; ].rJ!'d;,c. I kno1 
that my. hon. �.;,,r;J ithe Prime 
Minister) live,:: , "', One cannot 
live well a.r:•'. : "' 9oor or one 
would have · to . " : i s}v,nest. 

I wonder· >·,.,er this liquor 
that was 2on·o ec'i was duty-free 
or were our dit :;. . .;mr1ts so inexpert 
as not to c��P what they pur­
chased! 

3.p.m.

!;uyana Dc.tc�ce Force 

ffeulti:i �r.rvice., 

Dr. Jacob: I ,,dsh to refer 
to item 10, ·��1,0 GoveL1ment is 
seeking author.n,y Co spend :15,000 
for the employn1ent of a part-time 
Medical Officer to the G.D.F. I 
should like to know wha t are the 
hours of work of this part-time 
Me dica l Officer; what are the 
terms of his appo intment; a nd 
whether he will have an office 
in the compound of the G.D.F., or 
wliether members of the Force who 
wish to consult him will have to 
go to some office outside of the 
compound. 

[The hon. Ministe.r offered 

no reply.] 

Mr. Luck: There is no answer 
b e ing offered from that.side. 
I await an answer oth erwise I 
will have to repeat the question. 
Surely, if it i£ necessary, we 
can repeat this qu estion until 

u •• 11nswer is g\, - •t, �{i Ll ;:,�1e 

M j nister say ,·,lt,, L ::; r": tl:c t,, 1'm::o 
of �-his office:· J.r:Poi,1r;r•,nt? 
Thi...; hc"t:1·.::.� 1� - ... -1r�: .iur�.e1.1 ;...o :i 

;n11mn(;r7:. 

_Jhe hon. JJ1nis:er o{rPreJ 

no reply.] 

'llr. ilubbar,J: I ;1 ,:i e w 'J f th r: 
Government's sil121.ce on these 
Culllflletely reae;;om;!,-h:, ·!Ue:c t.ions 
I :,_m forced to ;,he =co;c:1,1si.on 

1;;
t 

/:;�:r��t6/��;; '·::?"\f:. ;]�;::�� 
i.::.:i.e:·, \._)f the Go\·er:L:1en�; mn�t 
recognize t}teir re�rcn:::i}iititv 
to the ta..xpayers of this coun+,1.:;,· 
ano make available :o t1u0 1a a] 1
the ne c essary information rP, 
quested. The Government is em­
ploying a part-time '.-ledic:al Of­
fice,·. \\'e L1u1'/ tlut the !llem1 ·�1 

of the Government have their 
friends to pu t into special of­
ficP,;;; they e ven irn abro ,,d to 
b r-i ng them here. Suri c' l ·: we are 
entitlp,d to know how ma�, hour" 
of service we are going.to ze� 
frc.u: this part-time '!edlcal Of­
ficer for all this monev we are 
spending . How much of this monev 
will be kicked back fo Minister-;, 
of the Government? 

[The hon. Minister offered
no reply.]

Mr. Ally : These questions 
deserve an....c.wer.s. Members of the 
Guyana iiefence Force have -to seek 
outside doctors. Will the Min­
ister please clarify the working 
hours of this part-time Medical 
Officer? 

[The hon. Minister offered 
:r,o reply.] 
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This is not the first time -
nor will it be the last - that a 
member of the _Force has wrong­

E:-.-(;ratii1 ;',,�,.,:-nt 1,,. Mrs,, Willia1qs fully shot innocent people. My 
mind goes uaek to a most (Ji s.ri1st-

OHICIAL 

l! Ff' lffV Im 

Mr. Wj • ,,011: : tsm 13: Tht, ing incident at Buxtuu \�hereby 
legend scate!:o: :;,�·u provide fDr a hostile crowd advanced 11n the 
the payltlent of c:,n rx-grut.i.a i:1,,anl home of a JPntleman living ,here. 
to nrs. Lena \\illia.ms co11seq_1�ent The gentleman took out his gun
to the accident::i.l shootinu: of :,�r and the crowd called a police­
cbildren Aubrey Williims and man and said, "Look, that man

Hazel WilL ,.ms (deceased) bv a has a gun. 11 'l'he policeman took 
,member of tlv Cuyana Police· ;,awa y  the man's gun and his 
Force. 11 I sho�J.t.d like to fin,.i entire honse was bnrnt with 
out frol'l the MinistP.r concernf,,1 amazing rap�di_ty - 15 minutes in 
what st e;:,s are 1.ieing t c.1.ken to all. That is the sad se:iuence. of 
p ay compen::,1:don to the family ever:ts consequent on the �olice 
of Ramroop ,,·ho was shot at Zee- action. Surely, such a circum-
1 ugt on the jrd May. [The Prime _stance demands som� pa�ment on 
Minister: 1rNot by the Police."] behalf of any humanitarian Gov­
The Police shot Ramroop at Zee- ernment. These are undoubted 
lugt, West Coast Berbice. The facts. 
man said he thought somethi�g 

· \"a"' l-i1?ing thrown a.t him and that
is why he fired. I am awaiting 
an answer. 

Mr. Luck: I join my hon.
Friend Mr. Wilson in asking that 
this House 1.,e gheu some details 
as to the circumstances - the sad
circumstances I ha-ve no doubt -
which j 1stify the payment of an 
ex-gratia award to Mrs. Williams 
for the accidental shooting of 
her children Aubrey and Hazel 
Williams.(deceased) by a member
of the Guyana Defence Force. We 
would like to know - surely we
are entitled to know - what are 
the conditions which justify the 
payment of an ex-gratia award 
to this lady. I have no doubt 
that the circumstances are en­
tirely justifiable, but this is
the Parliament of this count:c:•, 
and the whole country must knci,
in what circumstances tl1e GoY"rD­
ment will pay out ex-gra:ia
awards to anybody. 

First of all, I would hope 
that this is only the ill humour 
of·a passing moment and it is not 
to be a permanent feature of the 
affairs of this House. Legiti­
m ate questions are being asked 
constantly and there the Minister 
of Finance sits down, the public 
watchdog - Dr. Richmond ml'tde him. 
look like a puppy the other day. 
Each of these questions deserves 
a proper answer and, as I re­
marked. earlier, we can speak for 
a long time. If you do not want 
to make up time, we can make it 
up in full. 

As I remarked earlier, it is 
very refr"shing that the Prime 
Minister - probably it was 
because of his new arrange111eut 
for domestic fe�icities, for which 
I congratulate him� gave a very 
good expample to his Ministers by 
rirornptly answering a pertinent 
�uf�tion which pertained to his 
Office. I repeat the request 
of the hon. Member Mr. Wilson:
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[MR. LUCKJ 

In what circumstances is the 
award being made to Mrs. Williams? 

[The hon. Minister offered 
no reply.] 

Mr. Ja.gaa: Can the hon. 
Minister say how old were these 
children and what was the nature 
of their injuries? [ne Prime
Mfoister: r;Fatal. 11] I should 
like to know how old these chil­
ren were in order to see w-hether 
this lady has been adequately 
cornpenslited. [Mr. Lack: "Yes, 
we ;;·,ight ,,iant to give lier more. 11] 

h,:> ull know that one r:annot 
tc,: ,_, 3/,, ,u:r1on agai:ce:t the Gov·· 

·'.·1, ·'L, 
· 

,.;ch n ca:;e but where, 
1 �, \\ Th: c (·.{,,,, :::,p 8 niomhPr 0f i hP 

Police Force ;hot someone and 
tha.1 persor; died, the Government 
s:01011.�d pay, as compensation to a 
relative of the deceased person, 
the sum of money that the re l a­
tive could have re covered if he 

had brought an action for damages 
a�ainst the member of the Police 
Force. Will the �inister inform 
us on what basis this award was 
made to this lady? In my view, 
looking at it, I think that this 
s um of $1,750 is very, ve r y  
j nade:i uate for the death of two 
childre n. I am sure mv hon. and 
learned Friend the Prime Minister 
will agree with me that, if this 
lady h-ad b rought an acti_on for 
d amages agai n s t  a police man 
who shot an y one of her children 
and if she had established a 
c ase, that policeman would have 
had to pay almost $1,750 in costs 
alone, much less dfilllages. 
3.10 p.m. 

In view of that I hope that the 
Minister will be able to give us 

some explanation as to the ages 
and so on of tke chil d ren be­
cause, as m y  hon. an d learned 
Friend on the other side knows, 
the amount of damages, etc.J are 
determined accord ing to the age 
of the person, whether the per­
son contributes to the mainten­
ance of the mother and other re­
latives, and so on. All these 
things are taken into accoun t 
in asses sing the amount that 
should be paid. In view of that 
I hope that the hon. Minister 
will give us some explanation. 

Dr. Jagan: I had requested 
the hon. Ministers to provide 
some answers to the qLestions 
that are being Etsked. 

��=�2r1�g. Th2rc -u

force them to answer. 
-.... ,. . .,.1 ... -: .... ,...,. 
J..iV ,_,J..l-J.-.LJ.t::, VV 

Dr. Jagan: I have hlre�Jv 
started to draft questions. Iii tt1 
due resriect to the House --

The Chairman: lf the Minis­
ters  decide not to answer (}_nPs­
tions, nothing can be done. 

Mr. Ally: Are we to proceed 
with this Estimate without any 
answers? 

The Chairman: Ynu are saying 
the same thing again and again. 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

Expenses - General Emergency 

Mr. Ram Karran: Item 16. 
Ministry of Home Affairs, Expen­
s es - Gen eral Emergen cy 
$350,000. The voted provision 
was $900,000. Now, we are bein g 
asked for $350,000 additional 
provision. In 1964, $934,168 was 
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provided and in1%5, $950,000 was 
provided. I charge the hon. 
Minister with dishonesty, un­
adulterated dishonesty when he 
puts on the original Estimates 
$900,000 knowing that �e would 
have to come back to this House 
to ask for additional provision. 
That was done with the intention 
of creating the impression that 
the Budget was balanced. I would 
like the hon. Minister to ex­
plain - his advisers are there -
if he wants to remove this charge 
o f  naked dishonesty , how he
arrived J'it $900.000 originally.

I will refer to more and more 
i tLms if the hon. Minister 
continues to sit down without 
answering these questions. After 
all, these moneys that are being 
spent by the Government do not 
come out of the pockets of the 
Government. These moneys come 
out of the pockets of the tax­
payers of this country. We, as 
the watchdogs, wish to know from 
the hon. Ministers how they spent 
this money. I am sure that 
the public, the newspapers and 
e veryone will impute all sorts 
of motives for the Ministers' 
contempt for the House if they 
sit there without answering ques­
tions. Why can we not get an­
swers? These are pertinent ques­
tions. The Minister has already 
r educed these Estimates from 
$1,982,000 in 1961 to $900,000 at 
the beginning of the year, and he 
is coming back to us now - nearly 
at the end of the year - to ask 
for approximately a q.ua:te: of 
a million dollars. This is a 
ver:y large sum �f money and the 
t axpayers in this country are, I 
am sure, entitled to ge t a n  
answer as to how this money is 
to be sp-ent. 

Dr. Jagu: With respect to 
the SBJ11e Head which my colleague 
just spbke ·Jn, we see that this 
a ddition al expenditure of 
$350,000 is being asked for to 
cover expenses for payment of 
salaries to Special Constables 
and members of the Second Batta­
lion of the G.D.F., and also 
allied expenses iu connection 
with the British Army. Will the 
Minister please tell us how much 
of this $350,000 is to be allo­
cated to the Second Battalion, 
and how much to the.British Army? 
What are these so-called "allied 
expenses"? What kind of expendi­
ture is this which is now put 
in? Is  this an extraordinary 
expenditure? Why is it put here 
and how much ls it? 

[The hon. Minister offered 
no reply.] 

Dr. Jacob: I should like to 
be a little more explicit. The 
British Army is supposed to hav� 
lP,ft our country. What I would 
like to know is whether the 
amount of monP.y requested here 
is to purchase the surplus stores 
and equipment whi�h the British 
Army left here. In other words, 
is it to repay, to some extent,. 
the British ForcPs which have been 
in our �ountrJ? The Minister 
ought to have figures or informa­
tion in his possession to indicate 
what proportion of the sum of 
$350,000 which is now req_mested 
i s  to be spent in connection 
with the British Army which he 
calls in this note "Allied ex­
p enses". We certainly want to 
know what kind of obsolete and 
perhaps useless eq uipment has 
b een left. The taxpayers' money 
is going to be wasted if this 
requested provision is passed. 

[The hon. Minister offered 
no reply.] 



1173 Financial Paper 21ST NOVEMBER, 1966 No. 4 of 1966 111'4 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

POLICE 

Supernumerary Deputy Superin­

tendent of Police 

Mr. Persaud: Item No, 17, 
1 - Personal Emoluments - $1, 
The Minister of Finance wishes 
t o  p rovi�e f o r  the po st of 
11 Supernumerary Deputy Superin­
t enden 1., of Police 11

, Will the 
Minister please tell us if this 
o fficer has been appointed? If
he has been appointed, we would
like to know if he is a Guyanese
and if the Government had agreed
on a fixed salary for this of­
f icer. This is an important
question and I hope that the hon.
Minister will now wake.up from his
depression as a result of the
resignation of Dr. Richmond, and
answer this question.

[The hon. Minister offered 
no reply.] 

Mr. Ram Karran: Could I ask 
the hon. Minister of Home Affairs 
what is the position of the hon. 
Member 11 Smoked Herring" -· I beg 
your pardon, sir- the hon. Attor­
ney General. How is it that we 
have a very highly paid Attorney­
General arid Minister of State 
and we are told here that we are 
going to get a Deputy Superin­
tendent of Police to advis,e this 
Government on legislation f1r the 
pas sport and Citizenship Act? 
[At this stage the Prime Minister 
left the Chamber., I now know 
why the hon, Prim��Minister has 
sneaked out. It must be a dis­
grace to the la�ers in the Gov­
ernment Ministries. The Minis­
try of Home Affairs has barris­
ters who advise the police. You 
h ave the A t to rney-Gene ral1 s 

off ice and you have the "bird 
man" as we refer to the Om­
buds man. If he has no work 
I am sure you can give it to him. 

3.2G p.m. 

If this sort ot thing goes on, 
I am sure that Mr. Jordan will 
b e  searched again, You should 
have, at least, a barrister 
with experience at the bar and 
with ability to draft the neces­
sary legislation. You cannot get 
a policeman to do this s0"'t of 
work. You cannot get a policeman 
i:.o draft and to advise the G ov­
ernment on legislation for the 
Passport and Citizenship Act! 
Our people are human beings, and 
t bey are entitled to certain 
·eights and f"'eedom. Of course,
this Government does not think 
of the freedom and rights of the 
people.. Certain members of this 
Government are always talking 
about freedom and the rights 
of people but that is the end 
of everything._ 

If there is to be legislation 
f,o control passports and the acts 
of citizens, then I suggest that 
a proper barrister should be em­
i:}loyed to advise the Government 
::,,nd to draft the necessary legis­
lation. I cannot believe that 
we want another barrister to 
draft legislation for this coun­
try, having regard to the fact 
that we are �aying the hon .. At­
torney-General such a big salary.• 
Yesterday he said that he could 
not draft legislation to support 
Dr.· Ramsahoye' s proposed Amend-­
ment to the Constitution,· Any­
wa y, if he i s  compet ent, he 
should be able to draft legis­
lation and advise the Government 
on matters relating to the Pass­
port and Citizenship Act. 
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If the hon, Minister of Fi­
n�nce is ashamed to get up be­
cause he has been sitting the 
whole afternoon, perhaps his 
colleague the hon. Minister of 
Home Affairs would be willing 
to �et up and explain to the 
House why it is necessary to get 
a Supernumerary Deputy Superin-­
t endent of P olice to do this 
job. He might also be willing 
to give the name of the per­
son to be appointed. Is it  
now looking around to see whether 
he can get a job in the G.D.F? 
Is it a P.N.C. activist or some­
body who has failed his examina­
tion? This House has a right 
to know what is taking place in 
this country. [Interruption.]
Mr.· Jordan seems to be willing 
to speak. If these Ministers do 
not stand up and speak, after a 
while they will not be able to 
find their voices. 

[The hon. Minister offered no 
reply.J 

Mr. Hubbard: I feel that 
this Government is beginning to 
show its first glimmer of common­
sense. I think that the Govern­
ment is telling us that the "bal­
let dancer on a pin" according 
to an hon. Member on the other 
side of the House, to whom we 
pay $4,000 a month and who has 
been named "smoked herring" by 
my hon •. Friend Mr,. Wilson, is 
incapable of doing what is re 
quired here. 

I recall that not so long ago 
this highly paid scholar per­
mitted a Bill to be brought be­
fore this House which had to have 
five foolscap pages of amend­
ments moved to it, and I am be­
ginning to feel that the Govern­
ment has at last come to realise 

that the $4,000 a month which it 
spends - robbing the poor taK­
payers of this country and put­
t ing the money into that re­
turned exile's pockets - is not 
worth it after all. 

I be!leve that in putting 
this item here, what the Govern­
ment is telling us, so that we 
can mention it to the world, is 
that it made an error by paying 
$4,000 a month to bring back 
this returned exile who has messed 
up the legal affairs of this 
country. I have not received a 
reply from the Minister, but I 
have the answer which is ob­
v; 011"' 

lru"•. Luck: 'l'his 1 tern brings 
to my mind the fact that this is 
six months since British Guiana 
became Guyana. Since then we 
have had defectors and crypto-de­
fectors in this National Assem­
bly. Six months have elapsed 
since the Guyana Constitution 
came into force, which provides 
for the rights of citizenship to 
be conferred not only on Guyanese 
who were born here, but on Guy­
anese - legal Guyanese - who have 
been h�re for a long period of 
time. Up to now not one step 
ha s been taken to confer on 
thousands of people in this coun­
try the right of citizenship. 
CMr. Jordan: "You are a Chi­
nese •• 11] The Chinese can take 
Jare of themselves much better 
than most other people when the 
time comes. 1 see a high degree 
of callousness in the administra­
tion of these persons! affairs. 
The people are willing to become 
Guyanese under the provisions of 
the Constitution, but that ra.cist 
who sits over there �s Minister 
of Home Affairs is so callous 
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that he has done nothing in the 
matter. [Dr. Reid: "You offered 
me $500 a man. 11] 

I repeat that the Constitu­
tion provides that citizenship 
be granted, but six months has 
elapsed since this country's 
Independence and no legislation 
in connection with this matter 
has been br ought before this 
H o use.  Can a Supernumerary 
Deputy Superintendeni of Police 
be asked ·to draft legislation 
in connection with this matter? 
Some of them cannot even draft 
a proper letter. Today we are 
asked to a11prove 1.he appoint­
ment of a Supernumerary Deputy 
Superindentent of Police to do 
this job. 

I a.m speaking from personal 
knowledge in this matter. This 
Government may appoint some chap 
w ho has two subjects at the 
London G.C.E., and he will sit 
down and copy legislation from 
Hong Kong and Ma.la.ya .and perform 
such acts of legal absurdi t:v.
He will copy th� legislation, 
s-ubmit it to the hon. Minister
o f  Home Affairs who· wili look
a t  it, and thr ee y ears will
elapse before certain people wEl
be admitted into full Guyanes•:
citizenship. By that time the
people will be deprived of the
rights to which they are en­
titled.

I say from my personal know­
ledge that the hon. Minister of 
Home Affairs is not in.sympathy 
with certain people. He has 
shown absolutely no sympathy 
to these people who are legally 
Guyanese under the Constitution. 
He does nothing to assist certain 

people. In the life of a human 
being, six months is a very long 
time. 

3.30 p.m. 

Two years w1:ll pass before 
this is made into law and what is 
t o  be <lone in the meant ime? 
These persons are stateless. I 
regrat to have to tell this House 
that circumstances may impel me 
t o  leave this country. I say 
this with sorrow rather than with 
anger. It is not that I am 
afraid. People like me are not 
afraid of Mr. d·Aguiar, much 
less of Mr. Jordan. It is a sad 
thing to note that the citizens 
of this country are all descended 
from immigrants and today there 
sits in this House a Minister of 
Home Affairs who feels that some 
immigrants have a prior right 
o ver others. Yet this whole
country is made up of an imm:i­
grant coDlllluni ty ! Six months have
elapsed and nothing has been done
to introduce citiz enship laws,
which the Constitution guarantees
to a wide category of Guyanese.
[Interruption.]

1 near a lot of rude noises 
c oming f rom one sect ion. A 
poor man made an off er to a Min­
ister and was locked up. [Inter­
ruptions.] Did I hear the Prime 
''inister say that because it was 
:: 'JO '1'.Jthing happene,! in Court? 
Do 1 understand that Lie sum was 
re�pec+ 0ble enough for proceed­
ings noi GO be enforced? 

Every a.ct of injustice in � 
this country is being scrutinised 
by a number of people hi �he out­
side.world. Let us not fool our­
selves that the hon. Minister of � 
Home Affairs could act with con­
tempt to a large section of per-
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sons anu mose people would not 
inform others of the true nature 
and significance of such action. 

This item shows that this 
Government has no serious desire 
to implement the Constitution. I 
know that there are a few thou­
sand persons entitled to citizen­
ship. 

We say that the Englishman 
d iscr iminates against us  in 
England and that the English do 
not want our people to go there, 
yet the Minister has enforced 
more discriminatory laws in this 
country than any in England. I 
speak feelingly in this matter. 
These things are known to many 
and are examined by them. I urge 
the members of the Government to 
remember that every community in 
t his country is an immigrant 
o ne and if we e xtend equal 
rights to everyone, as we should, 
we will have a happy life, but 
if we seek to hide behind the ex­
cuse of security, we are clearly 
being dishonest. CThe Prime 

Minister: 11You offered me $500 
for each man.''] I do not under­
stand what the Prime Minister 
is saying. He uses his mouth 
to speak lies and slander. 

I do not understand why a 
lowly Deputy Superintende�t of 
Police should be char�ed with the 
responsibility o_f this difficult 
task._ It is my honest belief and 
firm opinion that he knows noth­
ing about it. This is properly 
a matter for the Counsel for the 
United Force, the Legal Drafts­
man in this country •. 

Mr. Wilson: The Minister is 
refusing to answer our questions, 
perhaps because they are too 
diffic.v.lt. I a.• Uerefare going 

to ask a very simple 1:i.:uestion, 
u nder item 17. What is the 
nature of the advice which the 
Government is seeking to obtain 
from a Supernumerary Deputy 
Superintendent of Police, and 
what are the qualifications re­
quired for giving this advice? 

[The hon. Minister offered 
no reply.] 

Mr. Persaud: This after noon 
the Prime Minister rose very 
quickly and answered a question. 
I was most grateful to him for 
the answer. When the Ministers 
fail to answer our questions it 
is the duty of the Prime Mini�ter 
to do so. Now that he is hack 
in the Assembly I am sure he will 
not deny the nation the right to 
know what is the position with 
r espect to th& Passport and 
Citizenship Bill. The question is 
a very simple one. We should 
like to know, also, whether this 
person has been appointed - the 
note indicates that he should 
have been appointed on the 1st 
September, 1966 - and, if so, 
who is the person, what is his 
sfl.lar.v and where is his office. 

If no answer is forthcoming 
s hall we assume, as the hon. 
Member Mr. Ram Karran said, that 
s ome member who  was named in 
the list of terrorists is working 
in this position? I am sure that 
the PTime Minister w ould not 
allow the nation to entertain 
such a belief. Silence can cause 
people to assume that is the 
positioz: 

I therefore urge the Prime 
Minister to answer our q ues­
t ions under this very import­
ant subhead, both for the ben-
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efit of the hon. Members and 
for the sake of the population 
as a whole. 

Mr. Wilson: This is high 
discourtesy on the part of the 
members of the GoverJl]Dent. 

The Chairaaa: What is the 
use of going on to ask further 
quest ions? 

Mr. Wilsoa: At lPast we 
must express our views on it. 

The Chairaaa: 
see the sense in it. 
answering. 

I cannot 
He is not 

Mr. Wilsoa: The House must 
be given some information. 

The Chairmaa: It is your 
right to ask a question; it is 
the right of the Ministe rs to 
refuse to answer. 

Mr. Wilsoa: If the Govern­
m ent fails t o  an swer these 
q uestions it is an indication 
that the Minister of Finance is 
dis�usted with the squander­
mania being practised by this 
Government. 

Mr. lhan: May I ask a very 
simple question? I hope the 
hon. Minister of Home Affairs 
will answer. Is this person a 
G uyanese? If he is a Guyanese 
is he a serving member of the 
Force? [The Prime Minister:
"Yes 11 .J This is a very serious 
m atter. Are we going to sit 

here and ailo w an outsider to 
b e  appointed without knowing 
who the person is? 

3.40 p.m. 

The Chairman: I am moving 
over to page 4. 

Mr. Hubbard� I have a very 
important point to make. 

The Chairman: What is the 
use of saying anything? 

Transport aad Travelling 

Mr. Raa Karran: I should 
like to say something on item 18. 
May I? It is an important 1:ues­
t ion of policy. Under a previous 
Head I intimated what the amounts 
voted in 1964 and 1965 were. I 
propose to repeat them: In 1964, 
the sum voted under this Head 
was $180,000. In 1965 it was 
$209,000. The original vote un­
der this Head for this year was 
$270,000 and an additional pro­
vision of -$24,000 is now being 
s oug ht. The legend is what 
interests me. It states: "To 
meet the increase in fares and 
freight charges of the Transport 
and Harbours Dept., and also to 
i ncrease police patrolling in 
the Interior Divisions." I con­
cede, and I am  sure that the 
House and the nation do, that 
there must be increased police 
patrolling at Ankoko and surround­
ing areas. Bit I feel that the 
Minister is being very discourteous 
to the House in �ot separating 
t hese t wo charg es -· po lice 
patrol, and increase in fares 
and freight charges of the Trans­
port and Harbours Department. 

Some time ago we pointed out 
that the increase in fares_ and 
freight charges of the Transport 



1183 Financial Paper 21ST NOVEMBER, 1966 No. 4 of 1966 1184 

and Harbours Department services 
was a. very serious burden to the 
coastal producers and particu­
larly on the people in the N�rth 
West, in Pomeroon, in the Canals 
a nd in areas in the Berbice 
Rive� District where people 
produce agricultural crop for 
shipment to the city and other 
places. The point I wish to 
make is that, in 1965, the sum 
of $20 9,000 was voted on this 
item; in 1966 the sum of $270,000 
was voted, and we are now being 
asked to vote an additional sum 
of $24,000. 

This vote is for the Police 
alone, and not for Government 
services. This vote - Police·­
Transport and Travelling - Minis-. 
try of Home Affairs - is going 
to be increased by a large sum 
and I ask the Minister to con­
sider what a burden has been 
placed on the ;ery poor producers 
for whom the Minister of Fi­
nance (Mr. d'Aguiar) was solici­
tous prior to  1964. He used 
to fight - I do not want to re­
peat it and waste the time of the 
House, but, I ha¥€ the Hansard

here, I can read it. [Au ho.a. 
Member (Go vernme nt): 11 ,Sit 
down.�'] 

The hon. :t'linister and his col­
leagues are only prepared to sit 
down and heckle. They are not 
saying a word in reply to the 
quest ions asked by u s: You, 
Sir, hav e ask�d �ha€ is th� 
use of asking these quest.ions. 
Well it is ·very important for us 
to ask questions. We must place 
them on record for all time, for 

posterity, as the hon. Minister 
said, to show the callousness of 
the hon. Ministers and to �how 
the farce to which they have re­
duced this Parliament. They 11.ave

upgraded it;  it is no lon1er

called Legislative Assembly it 
is called a Parliament. They 
even have a fancy Chair brought 
from India, but this Parliament 
is a real farce They cannot 
say that the questi ons we are

asking here are not relevant. 

This vote has been increased 
from $ 2 0 9 , 0 0 0 1 a st y ea r to 
$294, 0 00 this year ana' I ask 
the Minister of Agriculture to 
ascertain what a very serious 
blow has been struck at the pri­
mary producers in this country. 
I receive no answer from the hon. 
Minister 

Uniform, 

Mr. Hubbard:· Item 19 -Uni­
forms. When the Minister of Fi­
na.nee presents his Budget it is 
printed in fancy form. He be­
lieves that if you put bad rum 
in a fancy bottle people �ill 
buy it. But he forgets that his 
Budget Speech is a record which 
cannot be forgotten in the same 
way that a·headache can be fo·r­
gotten with some aspirins. 

This Minister of Finance , 
this so-called financial wizard -
and h e  is  a wiz ar d  - voted 
$102,000 for Uniforms. But he 
has an outstanding account for 
$100,000 and he does not make 
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any provision for it in the Esti­
mates. I believe that, in addi­
tion to his profession of usurer 
and publican, the Minister of 
Finance is an accountant. There­
fore, I cannot assume that he 
has been tricked into an account­
ing error. When he took over 
this Ministry he told u s  all 
sorts of things. He told u s  
that the accounting system was 
areha ic an d tha t  he w anted 
machines because they think bet­
ter than men. But here, in order 
to print in this fancy booklet 
a better picture than what actu­
ally existed, he ducked a bill 
for $100,000. 

Do not let us fool ourselves. 
That is the level of the mental­
ity and op erational morality 
of this Government. It is al­
ways tricking the. electorate. 
It is always hiding something 
and then it comes back later 
hoping that. we will keep quiet 
and getting some of its newspape1 
friends not to publish it in the 
newspapers. This whole Financial 
Paper shows that the Government, 
in presenting its Budget - which 
I termed an Interim Budget at 
t11e time, and now we 'have pro�f 
of it - deliberately under-est1-
mated expenditure 

The members of the Government 
knew that they had ordered IJni­
forms. This is not something 

that was done behind their backs 
because before the Uniforms were 
ordered, the Tender Board had 
to be const ituted, it had to 
sit, quotat ions had to be re­
ceived, and all sorts of t hings 
had to be done. They could noL 
have forgotten, b3,cause the Ten­
der Board operates right in the 
Treasury, so that the Minister 
of Finance could not persuade me, 
or any reasoriable person, to be­
lieve that he did not know thac 
this bill existed. We are not 
getti�g answers to our questions 
so, once more, the dishonesty 
of the Minister of F inance in 
particular, and the Government, 
in general, must be recorded. 

When we debated the Estimates 
I warned members of the Govern­
ment that they should not ever 
take on trust anything that this 
Minister of Finance tells them 
because whatever he tells them 
has something behind it which 
is undisclosed. He is hand ing 
you what he says is 14- carat 
gold, but when you file it and 
put nitric acid on it, you find 
it is only 9-carat. 

Mr. Ram Karren: Will the 
Minister --

The Chairaan: We are goi ng 
on to page 4. 

Maintenance ef Mounts and 

Saddlery 

Mr. Ram Karren: Item 21: 
Will the Minister say how much 
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of this $5,000 is to be spent on 
the ma intenance of the Prime 
Mini�ter's horse? [The Prime 
.Mini'ste!" · "Horses. :,, 

[The hon. Minister offered 
no reply.] 

3. 50 P•VI•

Mr. Luck: I should like to 
know if this legend is really 
correct; $5,000 on $30,000 to 
provide for an increase in the 
price of oats! Is this accurate 
or does it really mean something 
else? Are we to believe that 
maintenance of mounts and sad­
dlery cost $30,000 and that the 
price of oats should have in­
creased to such an extent as to 
increase the cost of the upkeep 
of all the horses? Are we asked 
to believe that oats al one is 
responsible for this $5,000 or is 
it that the Government is treat-· 
ing this H ouse with rank dis­
honesty? $5,000 for oats! Good 
heavens! They mu st be eating 
Quaker Oa ts! 

Mr, Wilson: ,;h1iat is the 
numbe r of horses involved in 
this question of increase in 
the price of oats, and what is 
the average,consumption of each 
horse? 

Mr. Hnhbard: I am grateful 
tp the hon. Prime Minister for 
telling us from his seat that 
this s u m  of money incl u de s  
provision for feeding his own 
horses at �ublic expense. lbe 

Prime Minist er: 11 The Prime 
Minister is ,entitled to that. 
Sit down."] 

Security Precautions 

Mr. Ram Karraa: Item 25, 
Ministry of Home Affai rs -
Security Precautions - $12,000, 
Would the hon. Minister of Home 
Affairs tell us under whose con­
trol wou ld this increase of 
$12,000 come? Is it controlled 
by the Commissioner of Police? 
Is it controlled by ,the Security 
Chief? I see a number of people 
comin g here t o the Min i st e r 
and they look like terrorists.'• 
I know he had detonators hidden 
in. his yard. I want to know 
whether this increMi'ed amount 
is under the control of the 
Minister, and whether these peo­
ple w ho come here to him are 
given some of this money, or 
whether it i� properly controlled 
by finance �egulations. Is it 
under the control of the Director 
of Audit? Will the hon: Minister 
get up for a change and tell us 
how this amount is to be spent? 

In the notes it is stated 
that: "Voted provision proved 
inadequate owing to need for 
security measures. 1 1  What sort of 
security measures is the hon. 
Mlnister talking about? For 
Ankoko or Venezuela?''' Let the 
hon. Minister tell us. I appre­
ciate that this is a vote for 
security. The Minister"'will not 
divulge all that goes on in the 
department. But I am ,certain 
t hat the hon. Min ister w ill 
tell us under whose control this 
vote comes. 
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=The hon. Minis te,r _>ffered 
no reply.] 

Mr. Hubbard: I am deeply 
disturbed about this additional 
provision for the vote of Secur­
ity Precautions. We are shortly 
in this House to give currency 
to suspi ci on and ta le-bear­
ing and, theref ore, I see a 
g reat deal of danger in this 
increase. This increase is 
more than one-third which means 
that the G�vernment is pre­
paring perhaps to recruit some 
of those who have ha d to be 
knock ed off  because of the 
squandermania which the Minister 
of Finance complains of outside. 

The Government is going to 
take scarce money and pass it to 
these cha ps to go and whisper 
defamatory things about their 
relatives and friends, perhaps, 
so that this new system of in­
justice can really get working 
from th e sta.r t. I a m  de a d  
against this increase in the item 
and I should like to move that 
it be deleted. 

Mr. Luck: I rise to support 
this --

due to the increased activities 
in this country of the American 
Central Intelligence Agency whose 
activities, I understand, give 
some alarm to the Prime Minister. 
I understand th�t he wan ts t o  
know, if he is working for them, 
why do they need anybody else as 
ohviously they do. The sum of 
$12,000 on $30,000 is a very 
vast, increase. 

No one likes secret police. 
We are erecting in this country 
all the a pparatus of a Police 
State. This is the item out of 
which informers receive their 
pay. What sort of society is 
the Government seeking to create 
in this country. 

Assembly resumed. 

Mr. Speaker: This sitting is 
suspended until 4.30 p.m. 

Sitting suspended accor<iingly 
at 4 p.m. 

4.38 p.rtt.

On resumption'--

Assembly in Committee of 
Supply. 

Mr. Luck: On the adjournment 
The Prime Minister: Yo u can- I was asking the hon. Minister 

not move the deletion at this of Home Affairs to say why this 
time. Y o u vote a ga inst the sum of $12,000 should not be re­
deletion. duced to $1. We on this side of 

the House can see no necessity 
Mr. Persaud: I beg to move for such a large sum of money to 

its reduction to one dollar.. be spent in this manner. Experi-
ence in this country has shown 

Mr. Luck: I wonder whether that this system of paying in­
Ln1s large increase in the money formers had led to abuse by mem­
to be paid to informers is not bers of the Police Force. 
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Some time ago we had a Chief 
of Security, a Mr. David Rose, a 
gentleman who is about to become 
our Governor-General. During 
his r egi me the gent l eman i n  
charge of secur ity knew that 
there were four favoured officers 
who were promoted very rapidly; 
they became Inspectors and so on. 
That was dur ing the period of 
1953, and after Mr. David Rose 
was promoted there came to re­
place him a Mr. Benn as Security 
Chief. It is common knowledge -
indeed the hon. Prime Minister 
himself told me the story -that 
Mr. Benn found all four of the 
officers attached to the Security 
Department to be rascals. Mr. 
Benn discovered - some of these 
officers are still in the Police 
Force - that they were giving 
him reports and saying that they 
were paying for the information. 
There was a case where it was 
allecred that $40 had been paid to 
·an i;formant on the West Coast of 
Demerara. One of these officers
wrote the report, and M r. Benn
subsequently discovered that the
offic er had made a report on
events which took pla�e only in
his own imagination.

4-40 p.m. 

Benn discovered that all four 
of these high-ran king police 
officers were frauds and trans­
ferred one_ to the_ Rupununi, one 
t o  Lethem a nd one t o  Mora­
whanna. They were sent to the 
extreme end5 of Guyana. These 
same men are now back at Eve 
Leary, men who were rece iving 
money to pay informers who never 
existed. I challenge the hon. 

Minister of Home Affairs to deny 
the t ruth of this statement, 
namely, that Mr. Benn found that 
the secnri ty officers favoured 
by Mr. David Rose were all dis­
honest persons who were receiv­
ing money t o  pay informers who 
never existed. I can think of 
many of them but it would be un­
fair for me to call their names. 
I know that one man is an In­
spector and i s  always drunk. 
These tricksters got rid of Benn 
and under the present regime they 
are now back in the saddle. That 
is why this provision is so ob­
jectionable. These men are going 
to make reports and, from what 
the hon. Minister of Home Affairs 
has said a bout certain matters; 
these reports will be dangerous 
for they wiU have a flavour of 
the truth in them. These men are 
novelists; they can use their 
imagination and write what they 
belie ve t o  have happened. A 
fonner member of the executive 
committee of the People's Na­
tional Congress recently de­
scribed a certain Minister, who 
i.s present now, as a dog of a 
,ertain kind. 

W e  could  all indulge in 
writing reports. I would like 
to know what part of this expense 
is to be used for tapping tele­
phones: My friend smiles., De­
cent people recoil at the thought 
of ne edless invasion into the 
privacy of any man. Mr. Harold 
Wilson gave an equivocal answer 
.to the question about phone tap­
ping in England, and we read 
in this morning's newspaper that 
his telephone line was inundated 
with telephone calls. Whatever 
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their short-comings - and Lhey 
have many short comings - the 
English people cherish personal 
liberty and privacy for them­
selves. They love freedom for 
themselves alone. Why should we 
tap telephones in this country? 

There are ingenious pieces 
of equipment for listening to 
people's conversation. I do not 
d oubt that the security po�ice do 
obtain correct infonnation. For 
instance, �here was the time 
when it was disclosed that the 
hon. Parliamentary Secretary had 
burie d dynamite. [In te,r rup­

tions. J On some occasions this 
money may be properly used, but 
look at the dangers. How many 
men have been falsely a ccused 
of burying dynamite? My friend 
was rightly accused of burying 
dynamite, but they did not accuse 
the M inist er of Home Affairs 
and it is public knowledge that 
500 detonators were found. In 
view of what  I h av e  sai d I 
strongly urge that this item be 
reduced to $1.0Q. 

Mr. Wilson: We have heard 
much about the stability of the 
count ry, that there is peace 
and c alm. How, then, can the 
Government.justify an increase 
of $12,000, which· is nearly 50
per cent of the original. amount 
voted for security precautions? 
Is this proving the claims of the 
Government to be false? Is it 
that members of the Government 
distrust thei r own support-ers 
and now have to pa,y for a watch 
to be kept on a larger number of 

people, their own people as well 
as members of the oeposi tion 
party? Is it because they are 
not governing in the interest of 
workers and ihey know that there 
is a rising tide of dissatisfac­
tion against them and therefore 
they must pay more money to keep 
dissatisfied persons in check? 
Will the Government explain 
the n eed fo r this  increase 
in a situation of calm? Surely 
this does not f

i
t with the facts

as we know them. There is calm, 
there is quiet and we have re­
turned to normalcy, yet there is 
an increase in the amount of 
m oney a llocat ed for security 
preca utions. Are members of 
the Govern�ent afraid for them­
se lves? Are t hey afraid of 
iosing their positions? Is it 
that they arc aware of the fact 
that they are usurpers and feel 
they will meet the fate of al l 
usurpers and be displaced? Will 
the Government offer an explana­
tion for this increase? 

[ThE hon. Minister offered 

no reply.] 

Mr. Hubbard: On behalf of 
the mover of the Motion on item 
25 I beg to withdraw it. 

The Chairman: Page 5. 

Mr. Ram Karran: I wanted to 
deal with item 26 on page 4. 

The Chairman: Page 6. 

Mr. Wilson: To a point of 
order. We have not yet dealt 
with page 5. 
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The Chairaaa: I called it. 
We are on page 6 now. 

4,50 p.m. 

[Pause.] 

The Oiairaan: Page 7. 

MINISTRY OF FORESTS, LANDS AND 

MINF$ 

Ceatral limber Manufacturing 
'i']aat 

Mr. Ram Karr au: Item 42, 
The legend states: 11To provide 
f-or an increase in the purchase
of lumber for seasoning to ensure
a rea d y  s upply of materia l
throughout the coming year. 11 I
do no t obj e ct - and I am  sure
that no member of the Opposition
would - to the increase in pro­
visio n f o r  t he purchase o:f
lumber, but one would like to
know whether this exercise is
being conducted purely""'to pur­
chase the timber -- [Inte,rrup­
tion.J

The Chairman: · Did the hon. 
Member prepare this Paper? 

Mr. Ram Karren: I did, but 
I was not quhe prepared to deal 
with tnis page now. As hon: Mem­
bers on the other side seem to 
have got back their voices, per­
haps we will now get answers to 
our questions. I saw them in the 
lobby exercising their mouths. 
They seem to be quite ready now • 
fues this exerci se w hich is 
carried out by the Central Timber 
Manufacturing Plant provide for 
a rrofit, or is it a free service 
to the community? [Mr. d•Aguiar:

"if.here 1s a loss. :1] If there is 
a loss, is ... there a Head under 
whic h this 'l os s is' s h ow n? 
Perhaps the Minister wil l let 
the House know the profits and 
losses anticipated out of  the 
$123,000 already voted plus the 
$90,000 which is now being voted, 
so th at we will know wh at pro­
vision will be made next year •. 

I would also like to know 
how m.uch timber is purchased, 
how much of it is stolen, and how 
much of it is left at the Plant. 
I also want to know, at a later 
stage, what system is used for 
seasoning timber that the Gov­
ernment wishes to b uy. Is it 
done by stacking, is it done by 
sand, or is it done by electri­
city? 

The Ministe r  of Forests, 
lands and Mines (Mr . Jord an): 
The previous speaker shows evi­
dence of being a fool. The posi­
tion is this: The P.P.P •. Govern­
ment never supplied the Plant 
with timber and r an it to the 
dogs. That is why we have to ask 
for $90, 00 O to try to make it 
into something respectable • 

Mr .  Lu ck: W ill the h on. 
Minister tell this House when 
last was timbe r sold at this 
Centr a.l Timber Manufactur ing 
Plant? 

Mr. Jord an: The last time 
the hon. Member did an under-the­
table deal with his friends. 

Mr. L�ck: I·was at the Cen­
tral Timber M anufacturing Plant 
two weeks ag o  and I asked for 
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seasoned ti m ber. I was shown 
very great courtesies by some of 
the people working there. They 
were very anxious to help me 
but the oaly wood the y  could 
offer me was lTI x 1", the only. 
salea ble timber at the Central 
Timbe r M a nu fa cturing P lant -
wood the size"that you make win­
dow sticks with, nothing larger 
than that could be sold. 

I investigated the matter 
furth er and fo und t ha t  the re 
were ei:ight salesmen selling this 
timbe r. T h ey d id not mak e  a 
single sale, I would suspect, for 
the last month. [Dr. Reid: 11You 
are always susp ic ious. 11] After 
much w alking around I told them 
that I would buy anything that 
they had a nd I was able to· per­
suade th�m to sell to me, a s  
a person a l  favour, the biggest 
piece of timber they were selling 
which was U" x 2". This is the 
absolute truth. I looked around 
and I said to them, "Now gentle­
men, what provision do . .you

_.

h�ve 
for me to send this home?"' I 
was told, s "Comrade Luck, you 
have to go and get something to 
carry it. 11 I sa id, 11All right. 11 

I was amazed to see that th€ 
purchase .of $12 had to be checked 
by four people. That w as all 
the wo-rk they had· done for that 
morning. Ei ght s ale smen, a 
cashier and checkers are attached 
to th e Pl ant , and there were 
no sales whatever for the la.st 
few m onths! Not only is that 
the position now b ut they d.id 
not foresee selling any lumber

for tn1s year , and tne re are 
dozens, literary dozens, of able­
bodied men there drawing their 
pay and doing nothing. 

The hon. Minister sp eaks 
about what the P.P.P. did. wnat 
has this Government done? It has 
been in office since 1964. This 
is 1966 and there is not one inch 
of saleable timber at the Central 
Timber Manufacturing Plant - we 
can go there now - nor will there 
be any timber to be sold far thi s 
year. 

Mr. Jordan: That bears me 
out; the previous Government had 
run the Plant completely out of 
stock. It takes Ume to season 
timbe r. =Opposition Members:
11Two years? 11] 

Mr .. Benn: I am sorry that 
the hon. Minister is misleading 
the House. In 1964 and a part of 
1965 the Central Timber Manufac­
turing Plant reduced the p r ices 
of seasoned wood in order to get 
m ore sales. It is not tru e t o  
say that the Plant had been run 
down d ur ing the t ime o f  the 
previous Government. It seems as 
if the Minister did not take care 
to improve the stocks. 

Mr. Ram Karren: In dealing 
.tl th this matter the hon. Minis­
ter u sed very unp arl iamentary 
language. I do not propose to go 
back but the Minister was obvi­
ously referring to those Minis­
ters who draw sal ar,ies and sit 
down without attempting to answer 
questions. I congratulate the 
hon. Minister of Forests, Lands 
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and Mines for being quite differ-:- · 
ent from his colleagues - maybe; 
the tea. has helped. 

Dea.ling with the Centr al 
Timber Manufacturing Plant, 1 
wish to state that in 196 3 the 
actual a.mo unt voted under this 
item was $66,80 4; in 196 4 it was 
$94,197. In 1965 the a.pp roved 
estimate was $100,00 0 and the 
revised estimate was $125,000. 
In 1 9 66 the amount voted was 
$123·, 000, which is $23,000 more 
than the approved estimate for 
1965. ::]nterruption.] The hon 
.Minister speaks from his seat. I 
do not think the Hous·e should 
pay any attent ion to him; he 
should get up on his hind legs. 

The hon. Minister said that 
the P.P.P. Government ran down 
t he stocks. Let u s  look at 
the pre sent posi tion . Th is 
Government ha s increa sed the 
wte to $123,000 thi s y�ar , 
that is an increase·of·$23,000_ 
on la.st year's yote. The Gov­
ernment is now askii;,.g this House 
to vote $90,000 supplementary 
provision '.far t,his f ea.r. But 
the stocks a.r� not. being in­
creased. I. have a limited know­
ledge of the :timber plant but I 
know that there is absolutely no 
timber in stoo'\r. I presume that 
the ,Government wants to sell 1" x 
2 11 so that people can make broom­
sticks. 

If you look a.t the Estimates, 
you will see that the Government 
has reduced the expendit ure on 
Investigation s and Re search by 
$3,000; Silvi.culture by $18,000; 

and Jto rest rveys by $12,500' t.o 
provide mon y and create job s 
for the boys 

5 p.m. 

It ca.nn t get the money to 
engage in t e ver y  important 
projects of i vestiga.tions and re­
search, whic must cont inue, {f 
we a.re to ta e a.dva.nta.ge of the 
natural reso ces of our country, 
but the hon. Member and his col­
leagues· who ere silent all day 
wish to expa. this vote in order 
to provide j bs for the terror­
ists, and t y have not said one 
word about· . 1 challenge the 
h on. M inist r to convince this 
House that hat is not what is 
being done! I should like the 
)}on. Ministe to reply •. 

[The ho Kinister offered 

no reply.] 

: _May I fu rther 
arnpli fy my in�?' The gentleman 
said that t ey have been buy ing 
stock s and he vot e  i s to bu y 
stocks. May I ask the hon. Min­
ister when ill th e Plant. be 
really opene for selling timber· 
to the pub"c? lfit is not to 
be opened t is y ear, save and 
ex cept t o  ell lxI - · I h'ope 
the public now s what is IXI -
will not he hon. Minist e r  
give some con sideration to 
removing t twelve able-bodied 
sa.le s'ine n, be c a u se w hy have 
salesmen wi h nothing to sell?, 

, They have b en there despite· all 
the promise of the U.F. to have 
some contro over expenditure; 
they have een there for thi s 
whole year ing absolutely noth­
ing. l¥ben · 11 this come to an 
end? l¥ben · 11 you have timber 
a.t the P lan to sell? 
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If you are not going to have 
any timber that will be saleable 
for the next six months, will the 
hon. Minister see to it that 
these strapping men who go there 

;�J.eey morning selling timber to 
themselves are removed because 
they are nnt selling to anybody 
else. The 'l'ecord would prove 
that they could not find th.e bill 
book to sell $12 'WO rth of goods 
becau se they do not get any 
sales. They do n ot even know 
the procedures. 

As I am on this point I want 
to say that I was informed there, 
and I raise this matter in this 
House, t�t a certain _gentlema11 
was ft:1ntd in a glaring act of 
rascality. ·Xe was discovered. 
The polioe.aa r�commend-ed that 
,o minus as the rascali ty; no 
chatae shouW ne brought but that 
the wan s hould be dealt with 
departmentally and he should' be 
diarissed. My information is 
tnat t�is recommendation was 
acted upon , but'wheii,they' saw 
his connections they decided 
that the policeman should iharge 
the m an. The very policeman 
who charged the ma n was t.he 
policeman wlio·' had recommended ' 
that J\O charge should be brought 
against him. I understand that 
this was done in order that the 
charge may be dismissed so that 
this rascal could be reinstated 
in th e T imb er Manuf a cturing 
Plant. The other terrorists 
decided that it was time to draw 
the line somewhere, and I was 
told that there wa.s the. greatest 
dissatisfaction over this matter. 

It must lead to th� demoral­
isat.ion of all the l«lrkers when 
persons caught stealing are re- t
instated. My informant was posi-
tive that �he charge was brough f_ >
only to give the man a chanc� 
to get back h is job_,. .Imagine'�,
this! In which civilised coun-
try could a policeman act in 
this way? I dare my friend there 
to deny it. The policeman re­
canmended that no charge should 
be brought against the man but 
that he should be dealt with 
departmentally, and when it wa;
disco vered that the man would 
lose h i  s j ob, th e p o l i c em an 
brought a ·charge for the ma-t-
te r to be dism issed so  that 
th e man  could get back  his 
job. So high  is the feeling 
in this matter at the Plant that 
the whole Plant is demoralised. 
I hope the hon. Prime Minister 
has heard the grave allegation. 

I defy the hon. Minister to 
rise. If he wants, I will tell 
him the names, dates and months. 
1h not believe that people cannot 
get information. I did not have 
to have informers. The fellows 
there probably said· to them­
selves, "We cannot get promotion 
until the th ieves are dead. rr 
That ·is why the terrori�ts will 
take note and listen because if 
a man is caught stealing, the 
other boys might say jt is time 
to get this m an out, while the 
head terrorist will, by devious 
ways, have restored that man to 
his job. I hope the hon. Minis­
+,er of Finance is listening and 
jf he cannot remedy this si tua-' 
tion, his only course is to fol-1 

l.ow Richmond. :f 
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Mr. Ram Karran: I would very 
serio usly ask the hon. Prime 
Minister who has just walked in 
that, hav ing regard to the ex­
ryeriences of the hon. Minister of 
iorests, Lands and Mines at the 
Hamilton Sawmill and the fate of 
that sawm ill, to remove the hon. 
M inister from the T imber 11anufac­
turing Plant. I think he knows 
t imber too well. 

Dr,· Jagan: I should like 
to deal with this question from 
a differe nt p oint of view and 
that is to ask whether the Gov­
ernment is satisfied that this 
Plant will be operating economic-
11.1.ly. I am not talking about 
Jrofits, I a.m talking about eco­
nomics. A company does not need 
to make profits to be economical. 
The object of this Plant was 
to encourage the utilisation of 
secondary species. We all know 
that greenheart and other lumber 
such as purplebeart are becoming 
scarcer and scarcer·, therefore, 
the need was recognised many 
years� ago that secondary species 
must be utilised. 

At one stage there was a 
very l arge stock in th is Plant 
which ·could not be sold. Whether 
this was due to the inefficiency 
of the salesmen, one d oes not, 
know. But the fact is that even 
the Government departments re­
fu�ed to buy these secondary 
species. 

5, 10 p.m. 

A lot of the timber at th is 
i>lant was rott en, and in some 
cases some of the milled lumber 
1ad to be remilled as a result of 

which losses were incurrea. " 
Therefore I am asking Government 
whether a proper inquiry has been 
carried out to find out whether 
this sort of thing is not throw­
ing money down the drain. If it 
is the intention to �give jobs 
to the boys, then let the Govern­
ment say so frankly. 

We warn the Government ,!:.hat, 
today, in many parts of the Gov­
ernment Serv ices, on the road 
programme and so on, people ,are 
listed on the roll of employment 
but they cannot be found on the 
jobs. In the case of this Plant, 
we were told that it has salesmen 
but nothing to sell. 

In other places we are told 
that p eo'ple report on the job, 
but they cannot be fomd after­
wards. I want to warn the Gov. 
ernment about these things.. we· 
used t o  read a bout what took 
place in Brazil where certain 
people had jobs with the Govern­
ment and we r e  al  so holdin g  
secon da ry job s  ou tside  t h e  
Government simultaneously. That 
was due to corruption resulting 
from political interference with 
many of the Government Depart­
ments. 

We lmow that in some of these 
Latin American countries cor­
ruption is p art and parcel of  
the way of  life of the Govern­
ment. Ineffici�ncy, is another 
factor of life. Today the Gov­
ernme nt is having a U. N. t earn 
to advise it. I was called in to 
tell the t e arn something about 
the Serv ice . After I referred 
to the experiences which the pre-
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vious Government ha.d had with 
the Public Servtice and mentioned 
t he fact that there was a poli­
tical strike on more than one 
occasion, I was asked the ques­
tion: 11 If the present adminis­
tration is being supported poli­
tically by the Service, why is 
there this mala ise and lack of 
interest?" It was obviously a 
diffi cul+. q uesti on to ans wer. 
The ans\\·er to the malaise and the 
lack of interest is to be found 
in the number of things to w.hich 
my ho n. Colle ague referred a 
littl e while ago. =Interrup­
tion.] 

The hon. Prime Minister likes 
to make a noise to deter people 
from sDel'l.king in this House. If 
the Government goes on like thi� 
not only are we going to have 
more and more supplementary esti­
mates br oug ht to this House as 
well as bigger and bigge� de­
ficits, but the whole mac hinery 
of the Government will come to a 
stand still very· shortly a.nd the 
country' ·and the taxpayers will 
have to foot the bill; 

,1aceuba Co-operative Land 

Society Ltd. 

Mr. Jagan: With reference to 
item 41 - su b he ad 6 (Ne wJ Ex­
Gratia award Macouba Co-operative 
Land Society L td. - $3,290, I 
notice that the legend states: 
11To provide an ex-gratia payment 
to the tiacouba Co-operative Land 

Socie ty to enable the Society 
to meet part of its COi'-ts arising 
from an award of damages for tres­
pass against the Society. 11 It 
would app ear th at someone has 
committed a trespass against the 
Society and damages were awarded. 
I should be grateful if the hon. 
Minister would tell us what is 
the amomt awarded to the oocie,ty 
and who had committed the tres­
pass a.gainst it. 

Mr. Jordan: This is a hang­
over from the days of the P.P.P. 
Government. Mr. Chan was being 
pushed around after he had been 
sent on the land. The case went 
to court, after he stopped sup ­
porting th e party, and he was 
awarded damages. 

The Oiairmao: Page 8. 

Miaeellaoeoua 

Mr. Hubbard: I wish to speak 
on item 43, page 7. I had inti­
mated that I wanted to discuss 
this item. 

The Cha irman: That cannot 
be intimated to anybody in here. 

Mr. Hubbard: I am humbly 
Begging for permission to speak 
on item 43, 

The Oiairman: We dealt wi th 
page 7 long enough. We are now 
dealing with page 8. 
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MINISTRY OF' TRADE, SHIPPING 

AND Cl�IL A�IATION 

Extraction of oil from rice bran 

_Mr. Hubbard: With respect
to 1. tern 46 -Head 31 - Ministry of 
Trade, Shipping and Civil Avia­
tion, subhead 15(New) Research in 
the extraction of oil from r ice 
bran - $2,515, I am surprised to 
find that the lion. Minister has 
spent this amount of money i� 
order to find out that oil can 
be extracted -f rom rice br an. 
This is something that has been 
established many years ago.· Oil 
has been extracted from rice bran 
ever since the days when we used 
to cal l it Rang_oon oil. These 
Ministers are not answer:ing ques­
tions, b.ut. I would like to hear 
sowething about this matter. 

the Minister of Trade, Ship­
ping and Civil Aviation (Mr. 
Ke ndall): T his Gove r nmePt 
has not spent this money for any 
research in th� extraction of 
oil fr om rice bran. This pro­
vision is being sought to pay for 
something w hich the previous 
Government has done. The pre­
vious Government took 500 bags 
cif rice from the Rice Development 
Comp any wit hon t paying for it 
and gave a man called Thak oor 
who is· now in England. I under­
stand Uat bP- is a relati·ve of 
the hon. Leader of the 0-pposi­
tion. In t he circumstances, 
this Government is paying for 
something which it knows nothing 
about. [Hon. Members (Govern­
ment): "Shame. 11]

Dr. Jagan: In answering this 
question the hon. Minister, who 

'has s een the contents of the 
files , has decided to talk in 
such a manner as to cast asper­
sions against me. This is ras­
calit y of the highest order, 
when he refers to Thakoor. He 
!';houl d h av e  s aid th at. Basil 
Thakoor was an Industrial Officer 
for m an y  y ea r s: and h e  w a£ 
appointed by the Government or 
Guyana.· 

5-. 20 p;·m. 

It is all well and good to 
say that the previous Government 
incurred th is_expenditure, but 
what I would li ke to ask the 
Minis ter , is this: Why i s  it 
that the rice bran oil factor y, 
which was on the point of be ing 
installed, has been cancelled 
by this Government? We are told*. 
that we need industrialisati on; 
we ar e t ci 1 d t hat we mus t do 
everything to make the rice in­
dustr y a s  e f f ic ie nt a nd as 
profitable as possible. Here 
was an instance where the rice 
industry l!llld the Guyanese people 
were to benefit. A capitalist, 
Lance Rayman, was then heading 
the Rice Development Company. 
He we nt i nto this m atter i n  
great detail an d  was satisfied 
that the bran oil factory would 
pay •. He was prepared to put 
his own money into a joint Gov­
erill!lent-pri vate enterprise com- . 
p any. 'This Government has chased 
away people· like Lance Rayman 
who have brains. There is a mass 
exodu S out Of the. country an d  
everywhere there are round pegs 
in square holes running things. 
It is no wonder that the whole 
machinery of Government is break­
ing down. 
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The Minister must not only 
tell us that the past Government 
incurred this expense of $2,5'00. 
He must tell us why it was can­
celled when the d eal was almost 
consummated. If it had not been 
for the East Germany authorities 
there would have be en a suit 
against the Government for breach 
of contract. An agreement had 
been ma.de between the Rice Devel­
opment Company and a comp any 
in East Germany for the purchase 
of this factory, but this Gov­
ernment';· which is taking orders 
from the United States of Ameri� 

. ca, does not wa.nt to have Gov­
ernment-run industries. 

.Members of the Government 
say a great deal about improving 
the efficiency of the rice indus­
try, but this is one classic ex­
ample of the scraeping of some­
thing tha.t would have b·enefited 
the industry. 

Mr. &eatlall: If the Leader 
of the;Opposition would like the 
country to know more about this 
matter, all he bas to do is to 
table a Question or a Motion and 
I shall be very glad to give the 
background to all that he has 
been saying and·to speak about 
this great industrialist, Thakoor. 

Dr. Jagan: S peak about 
Rayman. 

Maiotenance and operatl.un of 
Aircraft 

�r. Wilson: Under item 47, 
I should li lee to know whether 
U ere is a typographical error 
in the legend which speaks about 

"Cessna bkylane Aircraft VP­
G .C.D. owned by  Government". 
I wish to know whether the Gov­
ermnent owns th is directly or 
whether it is owned by the Guy­
ana Airways Corporation. If 
it is owned by the Government why 
is it no t und er the Guyana 
Airways Corporation, which is 
caeable of maintaining the air­
craft? Also, if this is owned by 
the Government, what are the 
special duties of the aircraft? 

Mr. Kendall: This' aircraft 
is owne d by the Governroe.n't of 
Guyana. I believe it was111bbught 
by the previous Government • 

Mr. Baa Karran: Who owns 
the -Guyana Airways Corporation? 
Will the hon. Minister please 
say? 

Mr. Kendall: Guyana Airways 
is a corporation. 

Mr .. Ria Karran: I understand 
the hon. Minister to say that 
the Gnyana Airways Corporation 
is owned by the Government and 
peopl e of this country. The 
Cessna aircraft was bought for 
the prdvate use of the Pr ime 
Minister and hi·s entourage. It 
is being used by them when, in 
fact, had it been put under the 
contr ol of the Guyana Airways 
Corporation for maintenance and 
for use, there would be immense 
savings on its operation. In 
a ddition to its use by Gov­
ernment, the aircraft could be 
used for the transportation of 
passengers and cargo on a lim­
ited scale. 
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I wish to say that tfii s 
figure here of $2,000 is mislead­
ing. It is dishonest on the part 
on the Government to set down a 
figure of $2,000 under this sub­
head, a new subhead, when we all

know that $2,000 cannot meet the 
maintenance of even a motor car 
for a year. What the Government 
proba bly proposes to do is to 
allow the G�ana Airwa,ys Corpora­
tion to carry some of the charges 
and thus keep them hidden. The 
legend reads: 11'1'0 meet the cost 
of normal maintenance and opera­
tion of Cessna Skylane Aircraft 
VP-G.C .D. o w n ed by Govern ­
ment." It is not possible to 
operate and maintain an aircraft, 
even if it is a Cessna, on $2,000 
a year. The hon. Minister must 
give us all th e info rm atio n. 
0. a matter like this he ought
to .have prepared a Whtite Pap er
with the background to it. As I
said this aircraft could be used
by the Corporation to earn reve­
lllle when it is n ot required
1,y the GDvernment or by the Prime
Minister., who mu st make his
weelE-end j1111nts. I am not saying
this is, wrong, b ut why try to
mislead the Bouse?

ltll'HSTRY OF"COMMUNICATIONS 

- POST OFFICE

Con-vey1111ce of Mails 

Mr. flubbard: Under item 50, 
l wish to draw your attention, 
sir, to the fact that the Minis­
ter responsi ble fo r deli very 
of mails is absent from his seat 

when this item is being con­
sidered. The Minister of Finance 
is also absent. It shows that 
the passing. of suppl ementary 
estimates is a matter of no con­
sequence to the Government. I 
think the public should take very 
careful note of this. We are 
being asked,- U1der th is subhead, 
to vote an additional amount of 
$100,000, and, according to the 
note, it is: "To provide for addi­
tional expenditure incurred as 
a result of an increase in mail 
traffic and for ·the payment of 
outstanding 1965 air -mail ac­
counts due to foreign adm:inistra­
tion. ·11 

Here we are being asked to 
vote a n  additi onal pr ovision 
amounting to one-third the a.mount 
originally placed on the Esti-

. mates. This is an indication of 
·' the incompetence of those who run

the Ministry of Finance. Let me
say at once that I attach .no
blame to the Functionaries, the

·c ircumlocutory off icers the
civil servants who do the 'wor k,
because I _am convinced that they ,
put the true facts - [Laughter.::}­
the facts before the Mini'ster
and the Minister alters th ose 
facts so that we get the kind
of fairy-tale that we ·see every
time that we have to consider
expenditure in this House.

5, 30 p.m. 

Two things that are really not 
related have been lumped toget­
her, and this has been happening 
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throu g h out the s upple m e ntary 
estimates. The note states: 
"'J'o pro vide f or additional ex­
penditure incurred as a result of 
an increase in mail traffic and 
for the payment of outstanding 
i965 a ir-mail accounts due t o  
foreign administration. ir. I think 
t�is is reprehensible. I think it 
is more reprehensible, and per­
haps a sign o f  confusion, that 
c.he Minister responsible for this 
di sgrace is n ot in his seat to 
deal with it. 

Mr. Raa KarrBD: My col.lea­
gue is uui te correct. 

Tb e Chaira-: I will move 
on to page 9.

Mr. Ra• l:arraa: I want to 
make an observation, 

11ae Oaai:ma: On what? 

Mr. Baa l:arr-: On the same 
page. 

The Chaira-: I will allow 
on·e observation. 

Mr. n- Karr .. -: Under the 
item dealing with Conveyance of 
Mails, the expenditure voted for 
this year was: In t er nal -
$28,000; External - $28,000; 
Air Mails - $244,000, making a 
total of $300,000. I say ad­
visedly that the hon. Minister 
of Finance has been deliberately 
underestimat :ing fig U'es in order 
to miisle ad the nation and the 

House be cau se last year the 
wrount voted was $356,000 and 
this year, accord1ing to the le­
gend, additional expenditure has 
been incurred as ·a result of an 
increase in mail traffic and for 
the payment of outstanding 1965 
air-mail accounts. 

The Minister, or his deputy 
whom I saw wal king out after 
the Richmond affair, must tel l  
this House why the expenditure 
on th is vote was underestimated 
to su ch an extent that the Gov­
ernment has to come back and ask 
for additional expenditure of 
$100,000. It is not only a dis­
grace · but. it is downright dis­
honesty, and this gentleman must 
answer to the people and the na­
tion for this bit of ras cali ty, 
as it has been described earlier 
today. We cannot get through 
this Financ ial Paper. I know 
it m ight  b e  b oring t o  hear 

nne thing over and over, bµt if 
we were given answers so many of 
us w ould not s peak. Perhaps 
there are reasonab le answer s, 
but the hon. Ministers remain 
mum, even th ough they have had 
a good cup of tea. We wi 11 have 
to try and get something out of 
them. 

I cannot nnderstana, and I 
am sure my little son would not 
understand, how this large amount 
of $356,000 was spent last yea!' 
and only $300,000 was I) ut down 
on the Estimates for this year. 
The Government now comes, in the 
latter part of the year, to ask 
us to approve an additional ex-
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penditure of $100,000. This is. 
disgraceful! Perhaps Mr. To o­
Chuni:i: wi ll get up and sa.y some­
thing a.bout this. 

[The hon. Minister offered 
no reply.] 

The Oiairaan: Page 9.

Miscellaneous 

Mr. Wilsen: Item 52: The 
legend states: "T o meet i n­
creased cost of lighting at Dis­
trict Post Offices ••• ·11 I have 
no row to make about this. What 
I-would like to  suggest is that
Post Offices, in areas where
the Electricity Corporation can­
not provide electricity, be pro­
vided with electricity from the
light ing plan ts in the areas
where they are situated. If you
visit these d istricts·you will
see that all the business places 
and private homes have electri­
city, but the residences of the
poor postmasters have none.

Mr. U.barcls I am'a little 
puzzl ed b y  this legend .  It 
states: "· •• for the employ­
ment of addit ional charwoman at 
the i ncreased r ates of wages 
to cl ean di strict offices i n  
place IH postal Apprentices." 
Will the junior Minister of Fi­
nance kindly tell us if a. cha.r­
\«>man is be::ing sent from district 
off i

ce to· dfstrict office to 
clean Post Offices? [Mr. Too­
Oiang: 11 ,I do not  look after 
charwomen."] The junior Minis­
ter of Finance says that he does 
not look after charwomen. One 
of these days we shall no doubt 

ddscover what he does look after. 
It seems a.s if no informati on 
fa forthcoming bnf I do hope that 
the Government is not overv.orking 
one c harwoman by send ing her 
from district office to district 
office. 

Mr. Wilson: Under this same 
Hem, will the  Mini st er sa.y 
whether there ·a.re many Postal 
Apprentices still cleaning Post 
Offices? 

[The hon. Minister offered 
no reply.] 

MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS -

TRANSPO,RT AND BABBOURS 

Net Deficit in Transport Services 

Mr. Oiase: Item 55: A ve:rv 
large provisi on is ma.de here· to 
meet the net deficit in the 
Transport and He.Mours. Dep�rt­
ment. I recall:lti!a.t whe�, the 
Minister concerned had'. antto�nced 
a certain va.ria.tidn in 'la.res in 
the Transpo rt and Hti.rbo'!lrs· De­
partment, it wa.s questioned by . 
Members on this side of the }iohse 
and the explana.tio1; r iiven· was 
that it wa.s anticip a�, tliti,t the 
net deficit of the T��tt and 
Harbours Depa.rtment\�d'�a.ve 
been substa.nt.ia.lly reiuced a.s 
a. res'Q.lt of the cha.ng��- that
were made. 

It seems that, contrary· to 
that anticipation, there has been 
a. serious net £all in the revenue
of that Department. This is a.
ver:v serious matter because, in­
steaa of the Department earning
more, i t  seems to b e  earning
less. I remember that the hon.
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Member Mr. Linde, in particular, 
drew the Minister's attentio n 
to -the fact that there were fewer 
people using the steamer on the 
Berbi ce Id ver. In fact , we 
tabled Questions ·on. this matter 
to the Minister concerned. 

It seems that the Minister 
does not real ly k now what he 
is do ing. That is the truU 
'1.bout the matter. It is a pi tJ 
that he is n ot in his seat at 
this time. I would have thought 
that the corre ct course would° 
have been to have this item de­
ferred until he is in his seat 
because neither you, sir, nor this 
House should be treated with the 
sort of gross disrespect which

seems most apparent this after­
noon.: Certainly, the Minister 
cannot be asking this House to 
vote a p rovision of $Ji-mil lion 
and he is not even in his seat 
to answer a simp le question in 
relation to the item� 

5.40 p.m. 

I should like to know fro m 
him w hether fewer p eople are 
using the Berbice Ri. ver steamer. 
What has been the net increase 
gained, if any, from re-intro­
ducing f irst-class fares on the 
railw ays?! Wh at i n cre ases, 
if an y, are gained'"from the 
st eamer having increased the 
fares and, in particular, the 
freight-on cycles? Is there a 
l o ss as a res.u l t  o f the r e ­
duc t io n o f fre ight c harges 
in res pect o f motor cars? . How 
many soft-drink companies are 
taking advan tage of the reduced 

charges by the Tra nsp ort and 
Harbours Department? What loss, 
if any , is resulting from this? 
Have there been any increases in 
the operating co sts of these 
services? 

We have before us an addi­
tional provision of $250 �000 for 
the Transp ort and Harbo urs De­
partment, with merely two lines 
written in the notes. We do not 
lmow whether the railways are 
losing the mo ney or whether it 
is fhe steamer sectio n."' We do 

not know fro m what part of the 
�ransport and Harbours Department 
�his mo ney is go ing do wn the 
!rain. This calls for some ex­
pl anation. I would ask, since·
the M inister concerned is no t
here this afterno o n, if the
Leader of the House is not dis­
posed to having thi s item de­
ferred, whether o ne of his min­
isterial'. colleagues would be good
enough to answer so me o f the
quest ions"which I have been
asking, so that we can have some 
ex planation why such a big provi­
sion is to be voted. ,

Another matter is whether 
this $250,000 is an estimate o f 
what will be the over-all l oss 
at the 31st De cember this year, 
or is this only the loss up to 

the end of September or October 
this year? In other words, are 
we going to be requested, in due 
course, to vote a further sup­
plementary provision in respect 
of the Transpo rt and Harbou rs
Department?

In many o f the ·departments 
I notice that a l o t o f m oney 
has bee n c laimed f or se cu-
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rity and it is going�to be a 
very useful exercise one of these 
d�ys when we total up what sums 
are spent on security. What does 
security mean? What proportion 
of th is $2 50 � 000 arises from 
i ncreased se curity measures 
in the Trail.sport and Harbours 
Department? 

There is another matter on 
which the Minister ought to have 
made up his mi11d by now. What is 
the p olicy with regard to the 
railways? There has been an old 
pro bl em here as to whether the 
railw ay s sh ould c ontinu e or 
whether there should be a road 
system. 

The hon. Minister should let 
us know whether we are losing 
$250,000 on the rail transport 
service. Is this amount going to 
be increased next year or is a 
change going to be made in the 
foreseeable future? There have 
been a number of Reports on the 
Transport and Harbours Depart­
ment, and it is time for the Min­
ister to  come forward in t his 
House with the policy he intends 
to pursue with regard to the 
railways. We have had no expres­
sion of opinion or statement fron 
t.his 'Ministry concerning these
vital quest ions. It seems to
me t hat t he time has c ome,
ha ving regard to  the defi.­
cits that are taking place, that
a clear policy statement should
be made by the Minister concerned
on the operation of this Depart­
ment. 1 repeat, I should like
to know where t.his loss falls.

• Is it in the. rail way services
or in the steamer services? If
it is .in the rail way services,

which branch in the railway ser­
vices? If it is in the steamer 
services, which bran ch in the 
steamer services? 

Has the Government been able 
to ge t increased reve nue as a 
result of the changes in the 
railway fares? This House was 
deceived when Members were told 
that, as a result of the icihanges, 
there would have been increased 
revenue, because certain changes 
were made before the presentatioil 
of the last Budget whfoh clouded 
the real deficit and the real 
tax burdens that were placed on 
the working class of this, coun­
try. Farmers hag. to pay in­
creased fares when · using railways 
and steamers. There were in­
creases on fre ight charges and 
increases on bicy cles crossdng 
in steamers. We were told that 
as a result of all these things 
there would be more revenue and 
the deficit in the Transport and 
Harbours Department was going to 
be cut down. But a very huge 
sum .. huge in rela tion to the 
deficit. for which the Minister 
budgeted, is being asked to  be 
8{)P roved this afternoon.· If none 
of these questions is to be ans­
wered, I shall reluctantly come 
to th e c on clusio n  tha t wha t 
originally d id h8{)pen was that 
the Minister of Finance deliber­
ately �nderstated the deficit 
of the Tran sport an<}�rbours 
De part me nt , wit h the'obJect 
of not giving this House 'a true 
picture of what was the deficit 
of the Budget which he presented., 

When y ou add up this quarter 
of a million dollars with another 
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quart er of a million dollars 
this must be gross underestima­
tion of exp en di ture in order to 
give the impress ion that the 
Budget was calculated i.)TOperly •. 
I am asking for an explanation 
as to the reason for this large 
deficit, and I am of the opinion 
that, if no explanation is given, 
it is du e to "finger ing'' wi th 
the Bud11;et� 

5. 50 p.m.

I hope that one of the Minis­
ters will giv e  me an answer . 
'""\fr. Bisaeaber: "What are you 
talking about 7 "] For the benefit 
of the Leader of the Bouse I wish' 
to point out that we are ddscuss­
i ng page 9, ite m  55, subhead 
1 - Net Deficit in Transport Ser­
vices - $250 ,·ooo. The le� end 
states: "Voted provision proved 
inadequate �wing to the fact that 
revenue did not increase as much 
as anticipated." The hon.· Minis­
ter m.ust have been s leeping all 
along. 

[The hon. Ministers offered 
no reply.] 

Mr,.·.Stoby: I am sorry the 
hon. Minister of Chmm.unications 
is not in his seat. to listen to 
the p oints which I am about  
to make here. 1 would like to 
make a few suggestions regarding 
the running of  the P omeroon 
steamer service. I contact the 
steamer fortnightly, and I have 
a goo d i de a  of what goes on 
there. I am referring to. the way 
in which the workmen operate, and 
I thi nk t hat the Governme nt 

should send an officer to find 
,ut why so much losses are ex­
�erienced in this Department. 

The people in the Pomeroon 
area a.re experiencing a number of 
difficulties as a result of the 
carelessness in the management 
and operat ion of the steamer. 
Farmers have to wa.it for hours 
on the steamer. Th 'e i's no pro­
per shed for people to shelter 
while waiting on the steamer, 
and the mos qui toes make it rather 
uncom fortable for the p oor 
people. Sometimes the farmers 
have to wa it from the afternoon 
until the early hours of the 
morning before they can put their 
provision on the steamer. The 
moment the ra in comes, the men 
will close the hatches and in­
dulge in all sorts of conversa­
tion. Very often the boatswain 
works harder than a petty of­
ficer. 

Mr. Wilson: This is the re­
sult of Government's policy to 
incre ase f a res and fr eight 
charges in order to introduce 
first-class and second-class 
fares. I think the Government 
should now give consideration 
to the question of reverting to 
one class. 

The Prime Minister: Under 
Standing Order No. 3�(4), I beg 
to move that the Chairman do re­
port progress and ask leave to 
sit again. Ex abundanti caute!a,
I would refer you to the six­
teenth edition of May's Parlia­
mentary Practice at page 609 
whi ch states: 
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"�otions to support ptu· Mr. deGroot Mr. Nunes 
gress, etc. - It is the pra c­
t ice for Members who desire 
to close -the si tt1ing of a 
committee to move that the 
�ha1rman do repo rt prog ress 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Thomas 
Merriman 
Kendall 
Kasim 
Jordan 

Dr. Jacob 
Mr. Hubbard 
Mr. Oiandisingb 
Mr. Ram Karran 
Mr. Benn 

and ask leave to sit a_$ain ' 

It is, therefore, my right 
to mov e th is Motion which, I 
�uld submit, is a closure of 
the Mntion and whi.cli ought to be 
put without question. I now 
move that the Chairman report 
progress and ask for leave to 
sit again. All this m eans i"s 
that the matter under considera.-­
tion will c ease to be considered 
todflcy, and that the next item on 
the Order Paper will supersede 
it. 

The Chairman: The question 
is, 11That the Chairman report 
progress and ask l eave to sit 
again. 11 

Mr. John Mr. Oiase - 20.
Mrs. Gaskin 
Mr. Oieeks 
Mr. Biss ember 
Mr. d'Aguiar 
Dr. Reid 
Mr. Burnham - 26.

Motion c·arried. 

Assembly resumed. 

Mr. d•Agaiar: I beg to name 
Friday, 25th Nov emb er, 1966, 
as the day upon which this Motion 
shall. be continued. 

Question put. 
BILL - SECOND READING 

·NATIONAL SECURITY (MIS­

The Committee divid ed: Ayes CELLANEOUS PRO"VISIONS) BJt l 
26, Noes 20, as follows: 

Ayes 

Mr. Wharton 
Rev. Trotman 
Mr. Tello 
Mr. Sancho 
Mr. Field-Ridley 
Mr. Carrington 
Mr. Budhoo 
Mr. Blair 
Mr. Too-Oi.ung 
Mr. Joaquin 
Mr. Duncan 
Mr. Clarke 
Mr. Bowman 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Dr-. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr . 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr . 
Mr. 
Dr. 

Noes 

Saffee 
Stoby 
Ramjohn 
Poonai 
Persaud 
Linde 
Ally 
Khan 
Jagan 
Luck 
Hamid 
Wilson 
Ramsahoye 

A Bill intitul ed-

"An Act to make provi­
si on fo r dive rs matte�s 
touching on National Secu r­
it y •. " [The Mi n i ste r of
Home Affairs.] 

Mr. Speaker: This debate is 
on a matt er of a very important 
nature, and I wo uld ask hon.

Memb ers on both sides of the 
House to - adopt some  measure of 
restraint . I wo uld also like 
this debate to b e  conducted at 
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a high level, and I am not going 
to permit any unnecessary inter­
ruptions from either side. 

6 p.m. 

BILL - SECOND READING 

National Secur ity (MiseellRDeons 
Pro11sions) Bill. 

The Minister of Hoae Af­
fairs (Dr. Reid): I rise ta move 
the Se con d  Re,ad ing of a Bill 
intituled: 

"An Act to m ake pro­
visi on for d ive rs matters 

· tou ching on National Secur­
ity."

As we are all aware, this de­
bate is of national importance, 
and this i s  as it should be, 
because it is a National Security 
Bill. The Bi ll. its elf t ells 
the people that Government is 
aware that this nation must be 
secure and safe'at all times and 
under all circumsta nces. With 
recent history in mind, Govern­
ment has t ake n the st ep tha t 
should be taken to ensure that 
the people of this country are 
secure and safe in case any di f­
fi cul ties arise. 

In some quarters there is 
talk to the effect that the Bill 
is not constitutional, that it 
intr udes on our constit utional 
rights, but I want to show to 
hon. Members and to let the na­
tion know that there is nothing 
in this Bill that is unconstitu­
tfunal. The Const itution of 

liuyana, which I hold in my right 
hand, gives authority to the Gov­
ernment to make provision in a 
Bill for the security of the 
national interest. I should like 
to read from Article 5 of the 
Constitution of Guyana. I quote: 

"Protection of 
· right to per­

sonal. liberty. 

5.-0) No 
person shall 
be deprived 
of his per­
sonal liberty 
save as may 
be authorised 
by law in any 
of the fol­
lowing 
cases "

and I shall read (e) -
" upon reason-
able suspic­
ion of his 
having com­
mitted, or 
bei ng about 
to commit, a 
criminal of­
fence under 
the law of 
Guyana;" 

tlence, this Bill i s  in keep­
ing wi th that Art icl e of  the 
Constitution. At a later stage 
I shall read Articles 3 and 4, 
both of which support this Bill 
that is now before the House. 

Government has an obligation 
to this na tion and regardless 
of the situation, regardless of 
partisan polit ics, Government 
must always honour this obliga­
tion. If this is not done, peo­
ple will use their freedom to 
destroy the freedom of others. 
I want it to be noted verv care-
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fully that a rr.an has a right to· 
his personal freedom so long as 
he does not u se thi s  personal 
· freedom to destroy the person al
freedom of other persons. The
moment he uses his personal free­
don1 to interfere with the per­
sonal freedom of others, he then
forfeits his own person al free­
dom. To give a simple illustra­
tion: A man is free to use bis
feet, but if he uses his fe�t to
kick someone else, then he is
doing something in contravention
to the law; he is free to use his
hand, b ut if  he hits -somebody
else, h e  has done sometµing
agains t· the personal freedom
of sorr.e other person. As a mat­
ter of f act, � man i s  free to
use his eyes, but if he is caught
as a peeping Tom, then he is in
seriou s trou ble. I say this
fo ill ustrate that we cannot
use ou r p er son al freedom to
interfere with the personal free­
dou, of others.

This brings me to the point 
that freedom carries obligations 
and responsibilities. If peopb 
think that there can be freedom 
wtthout obligations and respon­
sibilitiP-s, · then we will not be 
able to speak about freedom in 
this country. We will have to 
use another mrd; we will have to 
speak of "licence". This Govern­
ment is. not prepared to allow 
anybody, regardless of bis poli­
tical :situation, regardless of 
his st at us, to have lice nce 
instead of true freedom in this 
country. 

There will be people who will 
say that count�ies like Jamaica 

and Trinidad and Tobago have had 
no cause to have this type of 
Bill. True! But in recent weeks 
there was an uprising in Jamaica 
and promptly the Minister con­
cerned with security declared a 
State of Emergency. It ought to 
be noted that when this was taken 
to the House of Assembly, both 
sides of the House voted in sup­
port of the Minister. The nation 
must know at al l times that we, 
whether in the Government or in 
the Opposition, must be concerned 
with the security of all the peo­
ple in this country. 

Our recent history bas been 
�ite different from that in 
places like Jamaica and Trinidad 
and Tobago. Serious things have 
happened in this country between 
1962 and 1964. We have it on 
record that some 200 Guyanese 
lost their lives because the Gov­
ernment of the day was not con­
cerned with the welfare of all 
the people in this country. If 
the Government had taken the 
necessary steps to declare the 
emergency which was needed, and 
if it had taken action at the 
first sign of an upheaval or up­
rising, this country would not 
have experienced the recent sad 
history that is recorded in our 
books. 

One may say those are things 
of the 'past. Well, Government 
has to be realistic. I run sure 
that during this debate we will 
hear much theory, but when it 
comes to functioning as a Gov­
ernme n t, th at is a practical 
business. It is realistic and we 
must have measures that we can 
use e ffectually and swif tlj<so 
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that any threat to the personal
freedom of the people and to the
security of the nation will be
dealt wi t h  ef f e c ti v e ly and
promptly.

I have before me a long tist 
of the incidents between 1962 
und 1964, These are incidents 
that none of us would like to 
see repeated. It is my belief 
that hon. Members on both sides 
of this House will support this 
National Security (Miscellaneous 
Pr ovisions) Bill so that all 
people in this country will feel 
free to enjoy their freedom and 
will know that they must not in­
ter£ ere with the freedom of other 
peon le. 

Let us have a little patience 
and take a look at some of the 
incidents that took place over 
the years. Memories are short 
sometimes and this �ill be quite 
revealing. We need to be r e­
minded lest we forget. In 1962 
one policeman and four ci vi1ians 
were killed. 

6.10 p.m. 

In 1962 one policeman and 
four civilians were killed; 41 
civilians and 39 policemen were 
injured; and 224 persons were 
ctJnvicted of offences against the 
sec ur.ity of the State, against 
the freedom of ot her people. 
That was in 1962. I am firmJy 
convinced that if the Government 
of the day had taken firm steps, 
at t he beginning of 1962, to 
s't_op: this, we would not have had 
the very sad record that follows. 
In 1963 there was a continuation 
of the uprisings and upheavals, 
a nd here again we have the sad 
s t o r y: 1,647 pe rsons were 

c harged for security offences, 
730 pe rsons were injured, 42 
persons were shot b) the Police 
4 persons were shot by soldiers, 
11 persons were murdered, plus 
the destruction of property. Yet 
t he Government of the day d1d 
nothing! 

As a matter of fact, instead 
of doing its duty to this coun­
try, the Government of the dav 
showe d c allo usne s s  that on.,e 
would not have imagined. So the 
story goes on, and we enter into 
1964 and we find a repetition of 
events: 176 person s killed, 
920 persons injured, i,756 per­
sons charged for offences against 
the security of the State. Even 
when the appeal went out for the 
Government to do something, de­
clare an emergency, collect the 
arms and ammunition, the Govern­
ment of the day did nothinQ:. 

Just a few days c1,go we licc1rd 
in this House probably sorre of 
the reasons why, at  that tin;e, 
the Government of the day allowed 
these incidents to go from bad 
to worse. It seems as if that 
Government thought it was gaining 
political adv�ntage and, there­
fore, there was no reason to pre­
v�t the se h ap p ening s fr om 
occurring. But in the security 
of the n at ion we have to rise 
above partisan politics because' 
we ar e r es-pon s i bl e  f o r  t h e  
safety, peace and security of all 
the people. - We on this side of 
the House find- satisfaction in 
the fact that since this Govern­
ment assumed office, because of 
its fairn es s, bec ause of the 
known fact that this Government 
was determined that the people of 
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this country shou ld li ve in 
peace and sa fety, these incidents 
have not al together stopped, but 
they have been considerably re­
duced. 

Freedom carries with it re­
sponsibility. There is no free­
dom w ithou t  res p on si bilfty. 
Article 3 of The Constitution of
Guyana, Chapter II, dealing with 
the Prote cti on of F u ndamental 
Rights and Freedoms of the Indi­
vidual, supports me in this. I 
will now read Article 3: 

"Whereas every person 
1n Guyana is entitled to thP 
fundamental rights and free­
doms of the individual, that 
is to say, the right, what­
e v er his r ace, pl a c e  of 
origin, pol iti cal opinions, 
colour, creed or sex, but . . 11 

and this is important -

" s ubj e c t  to 
respect for the rights and 
freedoms of others and for 
the publi c interest, to each 
a nd all of the follow ing, 
namely -

( a) life, liberty, security
o f  the p erson and the
protection of the law;

(b) freedom of conscience,
o f  e x p r essi on and of
assembly and association; 
and 

(c) prot ection for the pri­
v acy of his _ho m e  a n d

other property and iiom 
deprivation of property 
without compensation, 

the following provisions of 
this Chapter shall have ef­
fec t fo r t h e p u r p o s e o f 
affording protection to those 
rights and freedoms subjeci 
to such limitations . .  ,ii 

-there is alw ay s this limita­
tion - [Interruptio n by Mr.

Luck.]

Mr. Speaker: Do not inter­
rup t; the h o n • M i n i s t e r i s 
making a quotation. 

Dr. Reid: I will continue: 

11 
• subject to such 

limitations of that protec­
tion a s  are c o n t a i n ed in 

- those p r o v  i s i .o n s ,  b e i n g
limitations design ed to en­
sure that the enjoyment of
the said rights and freedoms 
by an y individu al do es not
preju dice the rights and
freedoms of others or the
public interest."

It is upon this basis that we on 
this side of the House make bold 
to bring this meas ure and sin­
cerely hope that the Opposition 
will support it. 

There is some fear that when 
this Bill is passed - [Mr. Benn: 
"I f this B:iII is passed. "'-: - the 
Government will beg:in to Lock up 
people. I have been hearing this 
all the time. C)lr. Luck: 11You 
have been saying it. 11] If this 
Government finds reasons to lock 
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up people, this Government can 
lock them up now under the Emer­
gency Regulations. But it is 
this Govenunent that has released 
all the detainees. It is this 
Government that has been putting 
on restrictions and lifting them 
up accord ing t o  the s e cu ri ty  
situation of the country. [Mr. 
Jagan: ''Let us hear about the 
rule of law."] 

The explanatory mem orandum 
states that this Bill will not 
come into operation automatically 
on enactment but only when the 
Emergency Regulations cease to 
be in for ce. Part I( of this 
Bill cannot come fnto for ce un­
less an O r der is m ade by t he 
Governor-General. [Mr. Luck: 
11who is he?"] Part Ill of the 
Bill deals with preventive deten­
tion and it is good to know that, 
after a person has been arrested, 
within seven days the Government 
must give to the Tribunal reason 
for his d e te n tion.  The  Tr i­
bunal is con:oti tuted by the Chan­
cellor himself and I would hate 
to think that Members of this 
House have no confidence in the 
highest authority of law known 
in this c ount r y .  [Interrup­

tion. J 

I hop e the hon. Member has 
studied the Bill carefully. [Mr. 
J agao: 11You did not study .it. "] 
The chairman and members of this 
Tribunal are app ointed by the 
01ancellor. The Prime Minister 
has nothing to do with this Tri­
bunal. 

6,20 p.m. 

We 1vant to make this clear-. 
The hon. Member is probably 

Provisions) Bill 

tnrnK1.ng ot the ,\civ1sory Tribunal. 
We 4a,ve not come to that yet, so 
that this is, as it were, part of 
the Supreme Court of the land. I 
am certain that Members on both 
sides of the House have confi­
dence in the Supreme Court of 
this land. But for quick action 
a Tribunal is set up; any person 
who is detained has the freedom 
to retain ,counsel. to  h ave his 
case argu ed  a s  t o  why h e  was 
detained, and so on. But all of 
this must be done within three 
months an d if this Tr ib un a l  
decides that there is not suf­
ficient cause for detention, then 
the perso n m u st b e  set  f ree, 
and the Detention Order must bi=, 
revoked immed iately. 

Sir, with.all the fears that 
are being generated, Government 
must be p re[:)ared to defeat in­
surgency. Government must always 
be prepared to protect the free­
dom of all the people. Govern­
ment has information of all types 
of "build-]ll)" that_go on in the 
country. Government knows what 
types of t hings p eo p le u se in 
this country. It k n ows where 
people learn to make pipe guns, 
and bombs , and it wil l not be  
doing its duty if  it  does not 
stand prepared for !WY emergency 
that will threaten the security 
of the State. 

For i nsta nce, if  there is 
an outbreak of an acute infection 
in a district, you do  not wa n t  
the medical men to get together ac. 
a medical congress, meeting for 
weeks or months, to discuss it. 
During that time people will be 
suf fering , people will be dying as 
hap pehed in 1962, 1963 and 1964. 
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Go vernment must be in a position 
to use measures to cure the in­
fection and thi s must b e  done 
promptly. At that time people 
will haVe n o p a t i en c e i n a 
medical c on ference. They will 
want action that will mean relief, 
action that will bring safety and 
health. 

The a rgument i s  s omet imes 
advanced that .the Po li ce should 
be able to watch those who inter­
fere with the freedom of other 
pe ople, and with the s ecur ity 
o f  the State. Eut the re is
a differ�nce between what hap­
pens in sma ll devel�o_ping c oun­
tries and what happens in large
and wealthy countries. The point
is that large and wealthy c oun­
tr ies can afford to spend large
sums of money to train men, but 
s mall nati ons which are strug­
gling to develop, to build ro ads 
and sc hools, cannot afford to do
that. We s hould not spend the
taxpayers' money in that way. To
support my argument, I shall read
frow the Daily Gleaner of  F_eb­
ruary, 1966, an d I hope th at
Members will listen and inwardly
digest it:

"Unfettered liberty is 
a lux u r y w h i c h  on ly· the 
mighty, perhaps, can afford. 

Large and powerful nations 
spend undisc losed millions 
on maintaining intelligence 
a gen c i es an d a 11 the com -
plex array of security com­
mitments so as to preserve 
them f rom danger - inside 
and outside. 

In the powerful demo­
crati c nations, internal 

enemies are not necessarily 
locked up; governments often 
learn much more by 1 ea vi ng 
them at lar ge and so keep 
abreast of their movements. 
OncE a secret enem y is ex­
posed, he is succeeded by 
someone even much more se­
cret and t he g ame h as to 
start all over again. Hence 
gover nme n ts of powe r f uf 
nations balance it carefully 
to decide how much rope to 
g ive the subversive citizen 
whilst watching him. 

'L ittle nations can 
hardly afford the itxury of 
this kind of tact ic. I-le.nee 
it is not sensible or fair 
to co mpare the facade of 
liberty in Britain and the 
U.S. with the urgent neces ­
sities for security in little 
places like C�sta Rica or 
Jamaica (and may we add, 
Guyana). 

Where the great nations 
can apply control and cura­
tive measures ultimately, 
small nations do better by 
protective and aseptic mea­
sures. Naturally, no nation 
admits its security arrange­
ments. Hence any good citi­
zen careful for his country's 
safety sh o u 1 d beware 1 es t 
he heed those who preach 
maximum freedom but may be 
in fa c t  s eeki n g  f reedo m 
against the interest of the 
nation. 11 

The p owers granted by this 
3ill are in no way greater than 
�he powers granted under the pre­
.sent F.mergency Regulations_, an� 
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when Members on the other side 
want us to believe that this is 
an atrocious Bill, they seem to 
forget that we use the treatment 
that should be used in democratic 
countries. 

Mr. Speaker: This sittin g 
is suspended until 8 p.m. 

Sitting suspend ed accordingly 

at 6.30 p.m. 

8.04 p.m, 

On resumption 

[Mr. Deputy Speaker in the 
Chair.] 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: At the 
suspension of the sitting, the 
hon. M inis ter of Home Affairs 
was speaking and he can continue 
if he so desires. 

Dr. Reid: At the time of 
suspension I was about to make a 
point to show. how countries deal 
with indi Vi duals wh o ha Ve no 
respect and regard for other peo­
ple's freedom. We on this side 
of the House belie ve that the 
National Security (Mis cellaneous 
ProVi.sions) Bill, 1966, is needed 
in this country, because we be­
lieve that the Government is res­
ponsible for the welfare of all 
of the people. 

In some countries certain 
leaders are honoured and re­
spected by members '>f the Opposi­
tion in this House. In some 

count ries there i s  some't.h::..ng 
known as 11 the disappearance of 
people". Instead of being de­
tained, some ,people just d is­
appear and they are never heard 
of ag�in.  - That happens often 
in places like Russia and even 
Cuba. In this Very country we 
have seen demonstrated the type 
of treatment meted out to �people 
whom others do not want to see 
here. 

I wish to remind the Honse 
that in this Very country there 
was demonstrated what is today 
known as "The Akbar Ali Treat­
ment". Akbar Ali was a citizen 
of this cou ntry who was bold 
enough to exercise his freedom 
to fe el fre e  and do what ever 
he wanted to do, but certain 
persons felt that such a person 
should be destroyed. On the 9th 
February , 19 66, Akbar Ali was 
sitting in his car, and he was 
destroyed. Today we think  of 
that as "The Akbar Ali Treat­
ment". We on this side of the 
House do not believe in that. I 
�ant to support this with a Very 
brief quotation. I quote: 

"Kingston, 
Jamaica, 

2.4th February, 1966 11 • 

This is something that came over 
the Jamai_ca Radio Rediffusion. In 
those days we were kno wn as 
British Guiana, but today we are 
known as Guyana. 

I cont inue 
11 8.G. WARNED 

10 TIGHTEN SECURITY 

Kingston, Feb, 24 -- An in­
fluential radio commentator 
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warns Car ibbean nations to 
tighten up on internal se­
curity. 

Louis Byles, in h is 
popular 'Louis Byles Looks 
At the News' programme over 
Radio Rediffus ion Jamaica 
on Sundcys, ·based his warn­
ings on an analys is of the 
Tri-Continental Conference 
held in Havana in January. 

Decisions were taken 
to estublish a permanent or­
g anis a tion in H a v ana to 
assist movements of national 
Liberation11

, he warns, 

11And what really is a
movement of national libera­
tion?11 Bvles asks. 

lion.' 11 
tin a word - rebel-

In other words, Violence and the 
destruction of the l)eople. 

s.10 p.m. 

To be forewarned is to b e  
forearmed. This Bill also make8 
provision for the control of ammu­
nition, firearms and explosives. 
oome peo ple have said it will 
be impossinle.eVen to play mar­
bles, bec ause the Minister of 
Home Affairs will be able to name 
the marble as a dangerous weapon. 
From our experience, we know that 
it is not practicable to name all

the things that can be turned 
into dan gerous weapons. Rig ht 
now, I have in my o f f ice two 
cups, one marked 110valtine 11 and 

the other marked 1 rfry I s Cocoa 11. 

If good Christian people were to 
see these cups on th eir d oor­
steps - they look clean and new -
they '\\Quld believe that they con­
tain Fry's Cocoa or Ova lti ne, 
as th e case may be, and wou ld 
be tempted to pick them up, but 
these are cups that the po lice 
removed from ce"t'tain distric.t·s. 
When one examined them, one finds 
in them nails, hig h-pcwer bat­
teries , b i ts a nd p i e c e s  o f  
iron and steel, some blunted, 
some sharpened, so that unless the 
polic e had authority to isei,ze 
these and to name them as lethal 
weapons, people in th:;. s count,ry 
�uld not be safe and secure. 

The police must, be given such 
a uthority and the Bill a llows 
them to be able to search people 
without warrant because if per­
sons are carrying these types 
of dan gerotis weapons and �nstru­
ments in their food saucepans or 
in Oval tine tins, and on e at­
tempts to waste time by taking 
out a warran t, it would be found 
that these things would disappear 
or on e w o uld f ind th em lying 
somewhere with no ownership at 
all. 

This is a very practical Bill 
to meet a very practical situa­
tion in. this c ountry of ours. In 
struggling underdeveloped or un­
developed countries such as  
ours, we must be  able to intro ­
d uce practical meas ure s  tha t 
can deal swiftly and effectively 
with any person or group of per­
sons who believe that the y  can 
use their freedom to destroy the 
freedom of other people and the 
security of the State. 
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One i� told sometimes that 
this Bill is atroci ous, that, it 
w:..11 make pe ople become Hitlers 
and. all sorts of things, but in
India there is a National Secur­
i ty Bill and I do not think any 
of the hon. Members on the othe·r 
side would say that a man like 
Nehru - God bless htis name - was 
e�er a dictator. It was N e hru 
who said in 1949 and I quote -

"When man's liberty or 
peace is in danger he cannot 
and shall not be neutral.v 

In India itself there still is a 
NaEonal Security Bill. N ot so 
long ago attempts were made by 
some people to lift the emergency 
tu In dia an d I q u o te from an 
�ticle special to the New York

Ti.,ue,s: 
"India will rei;ai.°: F.mergency 

Power. 

5everal States Insist 
Rules are needed near Borders 

J. Anthony Lukas

New Delhi, April 23 

Objections by state govern­
ments have, at least tempo­
rarily, halted: the effort of 
India's Prime Minister, Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi, to lift the 
thre e-and-a-half- year old 
state of emergency. 

Although the national 
Government will cont inu� to 
seek to limit use of emer­
gency powers, a lifting of 
the emergency itself in the 
immediate fu.ture now appears 
unlikely. 

rrhe obje ctions of 
several imp0rtant state gov­
ernments app eared to have 
prevailed at � t�o-and-a­
half-hour conference of state 
chief ministers called here 
yesterday. 

:rhey called attention 
to the diff iculty of pre­
serving law and order con­
fronting many state govern­
men ts in this pre-election 
y ear and p arti cularly in 
areas bordering China· and 
Pakistan. 

Each country must deal w:', th 
its s ituation in a practical 
way. The same situation ex:'.. sts 
in Kenya, in Malaya, in Tanzania, 
so there is nothing here for peo­
ple to fear and I want to reas­
sure the public that this Bill 
is really in their i.nterest and 
suspicions about it haunt the 
guilty. I hop e  this do es n ot 
apply to my friends on the oppo­
site side. We must, as a Govern­
ment, prepare for the continued 
security of this country. 

I have already told the House 
what happened in 1962, 1963 and 
1964. Some people may want to 
beli_eVe that nothing happened 
in 1965, but this was not the 
ca:se.; I shall now gi Ve figures 
showi n g t he ::.. n c id en t s t h  a t 
affec ted the securi ty of  the 
state.· DurillR; the period August 
tQ_De cember, 1965, there we re 
14ff· :incide nts of a se curity 
nature; expl osive s found, 70· 
sabotage , 16 incidents. [Inter: 
ruptions.] I am not excludi�g 
the Abraham fire . That is one 
of t he reas ons w hy they put 
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t err or 1 s ts o n A kb R r A 1 i t o 
destroy him. He was giving· in­
formation leading to the revela­
tion of some of the persons con­
nected with it. 

O ne would th:..nk that e\tery . 
thing ended in 1965. This was 
not so. There were �7 incident& 
iri 1966. Therefore those cif u� 
who a re in �.ossessio n o f  all 
these facts must be prepared to 
ensure that the security of the 
nation is maintained. 'l'his Bill, 
when it becomes law, will not be 
there for ever and ever. Part 
iI. of the Bill has a duration of 
just 18 m_onths. Clause 14 of the 
B�ll spells this out. It says 
that·Part II is limited to lR 
months from the date of enactment 
and, as I said before, this Part 
�es not come into operation 
until necessary and then an Order 
must be made by the Governor­
GeDE,ral. 

Some people will say that 
one must find the citizens who 
contravene the law, arrest them, 
charge them and bring them before 
lhe ordinary courts . Webster 
and Wolf made a statement about 
law :..n their book Hi story of 
Civilization, copyri ght i947, 
Vol. 1, Part 1, Chapter 4, page 
65. 

8. 20 p.m. 

11Every system of l aw 
aims to secure the just deal­
ing of men with" one another. 

How, i mpe r fe c t ly t h i s  aim 
is realized among even the 
most advan ced societie s is 
seen 1n our ow n civil l aw, 

. and 1n ou.r criminal 
law with it s many loo pholes 
through which the gui 1 ty a re 
able to escape.�, 

This process sometimes take so 
long that it i s  di f ficult to 
bring the guilty to justice. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: '1.be hon. 
�nister's time is up but I will 
<t.scretionarily extend it. 

Dr. Heid: In any case, 1

am about to conclude. Guyanese 
people will be gi \ten the liberty 
to think and to act as free peo­
ple, and those who attempt to 
ipterfere with this system mu.st 
pot be allowed tp he.Ve their way. 
A man 11J1St be f:ret> j.o fulfil hts 
duty to himself a.nd his neigi1-
bours . His life must be safe, 
his property must be safe, and 
his welfare must be safe. 

This Bill is not desi�ned 
to ge t rid of a ny pol i ti cal 
party. This B i ll is for the 
national security of the nation, 
and this national security will 
include Members on the opposite 
side. They know that they p�\te 
been safer and more secure since 
this Government assUllled oftice. 
My fr iends on the otb�r side 
are free today. They are free 
because they have more confidence 
in this Government, as far as 
their se curity is concerned .  
This Government will always en­
sure that all Guyanese, regard­
less of their race, politi cal 
affiliation ,  or creed, enjoy 
their fr ee dom. The National 
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Security (Miscellaneous Provi­
sions) Bill does nothing more 
than seek the co-op era ti on of 
both sides of the House to ensu:-e 
that the rights and freedoms of  
any individual do not prejudice 
the public interest or the rights 
and freedom of others. 

Lastl�, .I want to reassnn 
the public again that ·this Bil] 
is in the public interest, and 
its name alone, t·he Nation al 
Security Bill, mea ns that the 
Gover nment is taking steps in 
preparation so that, in case of 
any threatened trouble as occurred 
in 1962, there will be  prompt 
and decisive action and we will 
not have a repetition of some of 
the things I mentioned before. 
I am Ver y pleased to be given 
the o ppor tu nity  to move the 
Second Reading of this Bill. 
[Applause,] 

Mr. Chase: The Minister of 
Home Affairs has opened o n  a 
very wide ground involving mat­
ters of law and of  the Constitu­
tion. 

Mr. Bi.sseaber: May I suggest 
that my hon. and learned Friend 
have his speech recorded? 

Mr. Chase: You can record 
it for posterity. [Pause. J

Mr. Depaty Speaker: The hon. 
Member may continue. 

Mr. Chase: As I was saying _. 
the M inister of Home Affairs 
adver ted to law a nd matters 
of th e Cons ti tu tion which he 

might better have left to the 
Attorney-General. He adverted 
to matters relating to 1962, 1963
and 1964 wh ich wi1 l g ive the 
Oppos ition a n  op portun.ity to 
state who were the terrorists 
who were dynamiting Government 
buildings during those per iods, 
and which parties they supported. 
He also adverted to India and 
other countries, giving us the 
opportunity to ref er to the po­
sition in other terri tori.es. 

A s  one  w h o, b y  traini ng 
and by predilection, is totally 
opposed to any form of arbitrary · 
rule and detention, I take this 
opportunity to speak out strongly 
against the Bill which the Min­
ister moved this afternoon. 

This Bill is an atrocious 
piece of legis lation. It was 
conceived with diabolical ends 
in view and it is aimed not at 
national security, but at the 
destru ction of the le gitimate 
Opposition in this country. I 
speak tonight not because I am 
afraid - neither will any Mem­
ber on t his side be spea king 
because he is afraid; we accept 
what will come to us and we are 
prepared for what will be meted 
out to us - b ut I speak in the 
interest of liberty and freedom, 
freedom for which we have fought 
and which is now bein� ab used 
by those who occupy the Govern­
ment Benches. 

Let me say at on ce that I 
prote st, in the first pla ce, 
against the haste with which the 
Government is seeking to r ush 
the Bill through Parliament. The 
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Bill was pub1ishe4 o n  the 9th 
N�vemb er, 1966 in an Extra-
ordin.ary issue of the Official

Gaze-t te. It r eached some Mem­
b er'.s on this: s·id� t hree or 
four days after the 9th, that is 
up to the 13th, and the Govern­
ment was se eking, las t  week 
-T hur sday or Fr id.ay, t o  h.a:ve
d ebated in thi s H o u s e  thi s
ma.tter, which the Minister him-
self has conceded is a matter of
national importance. The Go vern­
ment was seeking to have a debate
on a Bill· which had only been in
the hands of the members of the 
Opposition for some five or six 
days before it sought to move the
Second Reading. When it is con­
sidered that this House has not
hag any long session�, sinceabout
Ju ly this y ear, 1.t seems: t o
me that it .is a very bad arrange­
me n't of parliamentary l,us.i­
n e ss to �ut down a Bill cf
t his impor tance 'at such short
notice and to pressure the Oppo­
sition, as it were, into debating
it at late s i ttings a t  night.

8.30 p.m. 

The Bill, n o  d oubt, took 
many months to be drafted . The 
Attorney-General took some con­
�derabl e t im e  to drift thi s 
Bill, an d  t he Bill which has 
ta.ken se veral  m o nth s to be 
drafted has had to go before the 
Council of Ministers,. I am sure 
on no less than two or three oc­
casio ns, and they expect that 
the Opposition will be able to 
deal with it in a matter of days. 
T hey have given no opportunity 
for interested organisations or 
bodies to make representations on 
this matter, nor has the Opposi-

tion been permitted the- oppor­
t un i t y  t o  90:iisu lt with the 
electorate fl.\lP public at large, 
on .a matter involving such wide 
implications. 

I ho(tt', having regard to the 
pressure which the GoveI'DJllent is 
using to rush this matter through 
the House, after a Ruling by the 
Speaker himself, that thi's will 
be co unter balanced with some 
amount of tolerance on the part 
of Government in listening to 
the views which we feel we are 
entitled to express in opposition 
to the Bi ll. I hope the,t. t.h.e 
Leader of the House will stick to
his w ord a.nd will permit the 
Leader of the Opposition, the 
former Attorney-General a.lid lie, 
such indulgences· of time to make 
our c o ntr ibutiou'S- a.s .. he had 
intimated •. 

I oppo s-e thi:s Bil.1. on· 21
main grounds. Firstly, I oppose 
this Bill because i't i·s repug­
nant to the rule of la.w.

Secondly, I oppose this Bill 
because i t· i s  a tra.nsgressi'on· 
of certain sections of Chapter 
11 of our Constitution de.a.ling 
with the protection of funda­
mental- rights and freedoms of the 
i.pdi vi dual. 

Thirdly, I oppose this legi's­
;..ation because it violates cer­
tain ·provisions of the Declara­
tion of Hu man R ights of the 
United Nations • 

Fourthly, I oppose this Bill 
because it creates a permanent 
State of Em ergency under the 
general law of the land. Wb1tt 
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the Government is .seeking to do 
is to create by normal Ieg.isla­
tion, a permanent State of flner­
gency in th.is country. 

Fifthl y ,  this Bill is an 
abuse of power and it will resuJ 1 
in suppression through law. · 

On the sixth ground, I oppose 
this Bill becau se the powers 
which are reposed in the Minister 
of Home Affairs are too sweeping 
and too general. I shall refer 
i n  due course to some of the 
wide powers, even of amending 
our laws which the Minister of 
Home Affairs is being given under 
the provisions -of this Bill. 

Seventhly, I oppose this Bill 
because it is the basis for the 
establishment of a police state 
in Guyana, and also the basis- for 
the establishment of a Latin ­
American type of dictato rship 
in Guyana. 

The eight ground on which 1 
oppose· this Bill is this: It 
is, to my mind, a prelude to the 
abandonment of free Elections, 
and the deliberate perversion of 
the ballot box.··· It is only the 
begin ning of things. This is 
only laying the foundation for 
interfering with the free elec­
toral process in this country. 

Ninthly, I oppose this Bill 
because it fosters the myth that 
we have enemies within the State, 
and it will indirectly affect 
investments and income in this 
country. 

The other ground on which I 
oppose this measure, the tentr 

1 eason, is this: It will acerJ 

bate the racial illwill in this 
country, and will sow the seeds 
of lasting divisions. TherP can 
be no doubt about it that this 
Bill, or the Act when the Bill is 
eventually passed, will be so 
used as to oppress one section 
of the liuyf¥le.Se-J people. 

The eleventh ground on which 
I oppose this Bill is that it 
signifies a portentous lack of 
faith by the coalition in the 
existing machinery of justice 
in our countr.y. The coalition. 
is no t c o ntent t o  all ow the 
normal machinery of j usti ce to 
bring criminals to justice, but 
intends to use excessive powers 
in an executive·manner quite out­
side of our courts of law in 
order to suppress the Guyanese 
people. 

In this  co nnection, th e 
twelfth ground mu�t be that it is 
1enigratory to the Judiciary in 
bringing it into Tribunals that 
�e e s sen t iall y  p o liti c al. 
.Judges w1:ll be asked to serve 
on Tribunals which are going to 
investigate certain cases relat­
ing to Orders made by the Minis­
ter of Home Affairs, and it is 
quHe clear from all th at the 
Minister has said this a.i:ternoon, 
3.Ild ev':n tonight, that Gl-iese Tri­
bunals are going to be P' · itical 
bodi es. I o bject strongly to 
any Government, and to th::.s rTOv­
ernment bringing the Judiciary 
into the political aren1 .. 

Th e thir teenth ground of 
objection to this Bill is - it 
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is indeed an unlucky number and 
it exposes too, what is in the 
. . . 

mind of i:.he framers of the Bill 
or rather i:.hose who seek to in­
her ii:. the p ewers that the Bill 
will confer - ii:. is the product 
of an insatiable penchant for 
power. 

The fourteenth ground on 
which I oppose i:.his leg:;.slatfon 
is i:.hat i t  shows an inability 
on the par� of i:.he coali i:.ion to 
rule without the paraphernalia  
of emergency laws. I have, :;.n 
the p asi:., ref erred to the fact 
i:.hat i:.his Government which we 
have today wa s bo rn under a 
State of E mergency. It has, 
up to today, lived ·au its life 
under a Si:.ate of Emergency and 
from this Bill it is quite ap.:. 
parent that it intends t-0 con­
tinue t he re s i:. of its life 
under emergency le� slai:.ion • 

8.40 p.m. 

fhe fifteenth ground on 
which I oppose i:.h:;.s Bill is that 
it is a resort to force im­
p e_lled by the bankr u ptcy of  
the Government's policy which is 
unable to grapple with the econo­
mic and social problems of the 
country. It is because of this 
failure to de al with eCQnomic 
probl ems facin g th:;.s country 
that we have a record number of 
strikes. Last year - the Minis­
ter w ill c orrect me if I am 
wrong - there were 120 st!'ikes. 
in i:.his country, and this year 
we are heading ag�n for another 
record of strikes because the 
working [) eople are rebe lling 
against con di t:;.on s which have 

been brought alx:lu1 by the Coali­
t:;.on Government. The people are 
now f aced with a high co st of 
liv:;.ng which they are unable to 
meet. It is intended to use this 
Bill to terrorise trade u�on­
ists, and to lock up those who 
seek to assert and use their 
rights a.s trade unionists. 

The sixteenth ground on which 
I opp ose this Bill is that I 
regar d ce rtai n  pen alti es as 
.retrograde. I refer p artfoularly 
to whipping and flogg:..ng, forms 
of punishment which belong to 
the pa.st. 

The seventeenth ground on 
which I oppose this p ie ce of 
legislation is th at it puts 
0 fficialdom above the law. 

The eighteenth ground is 
that the powers conferred on the 
m�strates are excessive and un­
reasonable. 

The nineteenth gron:nd on 
wli..ch I oppose th:;.s legislation 
:;.s this: It is, in my view, 
a :torerunner of a trend of other 
suppressive measures to be ini:.ro­
du::ed by the Government. Th.is is 
just the begin ning. =:An hon. 
Member (Government): "Fortune­
i:.elEng. "] My hon. Friend says 
that L am fortune-i:.elling, but, 
when I spoke on the first Movion 
by the Government in this House 
for the extension of the State 
of Emergency,  I was told that 
ii:. was only to be for a Emited 
duration. I forecast then, and 
..mY forecast was correct, that it 
would not be the first applica­
i:.::-..on. The Government came before 
this Hou�e on no less than four 
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other occ asions wdth Motions 
for the extension of the State 
of Emergency. 

Today we are faced with the 
situa. tion where the Government 
has come not only for the exten­
sion of the emergency b ut for 
ordinary legislation of the land 
to be endowed with the powers 
of an emergency. 

The . twentieth ground on which 
I oppose this legislation is that 
its operation will be one-s ided 
and p art ial. There can be no 
doubt about it that it is clearly 
intended to be used against one 
section of the Guyanese commun­
ity. 

The twenty-first ground of 
my op posit ion to th is Bill is 
that the Minister has failed to 
show good cause, or any good 
cause, for the necessity for the 
promulgatfon of such leg isla­
��n. I w as ala r med at  the 
.speech of the hon • .  Mi nister of 
Home Affai rs this aft ernoon, 
which did not g ive th is House 
_any s ound or valid reason why 
legislation of this nature is 
necessary in the context of our 
country. 

Let me say that I feel this 
legislation h as been br ou ght 
forwa rd because the Government 
recognises that it has not been 
able to secure, or even to en­
courage, the co-operation of all 
secti ons of the Gu yanese com­
mmity. It is  born out of  a 
vendetta wh ich the leading Min­
isters on the other side of the 
House have for certain Members 
�n this side of the House. What 

Provisions) Bill 

I say to "C.hem is t h is: Th ey 
should seek to govern by consent 
and not by force. They sho uld 
seek t o  s t rik e a t o l e r abl e 
balan ce between autho rity and 
consent; they must not use the 
big-stick, because this will not 
bring about co-operation in our 
country. 

This Bill is be ing bro ught 
forwa rd beca use at the end of 
the existing emergency it will 
come dnto operation. Although 
the emergency will be formally 
ended we will be beginning a pe� 
manent State of Emergency in this 
country with the passing of thds 
Bill. I want to say at the out­
set that we on this side of the 
House recognise that lbere will 
be occas ions of ·national emer�· 
gency when it is necessary for 
the Government to have certain 
emergency powers to deal with 
certain sit uations. No .one on 
this side of the House will deny 
this Government or any Government 
those powers which all civilized 
Governments need to have in order 
to deal with national emergen­
cies. 

We recognise that in times 
of grave nationa l emergency the 
Government sho uld have extra ­
ordinary [)Owers. [Interruption.] 
In these c.ircmnstances, it would 
be dangerous to maintain the nor­
mal limit.-abons.. It is recog­
nised that arbitrary arrest and 
imprisonment can be made legal 
by Ac t of Pa rl ia ment. S u ch 
occas ions a r i s e  i n  times of 
modern warfa re when one h as to 
abandon p er son al. liberty. I ask 
the Minister of Hom e  Affairs, 
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and the members of this Govern­
ment, whether these conditions 
operate today in our country. 
Where is this national emergency 
for whic h  they a.re seekin-g to 
secure emergency powers? 

8. SO p. rII• 

The members of the Government 
are seeking to rule by regula-

. tions and by direct ions. How 
could we sanction that when there 
is not, and will not be, in oper­
ation a State of "Emergency in 
this country? What is a. state 
of Emergency? For a State of 
emergency to exist and for a gov­
ernment to have the powers which 
this Government seeks to have 
under Parts II and Ill of this 
Bill there m ust have ·been some 
action taken or threatened which 
is calc ulated to deprive the 
community, or any s ubstantial 
portion of the community, of the 
e ssenti a.ls of li fe by inter­
fering with the supply and dis­
trib.ution of f ood, f ue l  and 
light, or with the means 0f loco­
motion. 

Even so, when �here are sucn 
emergency conditions, [lroclama­
tions are mad e  for a. limited 
·d uration. We have no q uarrel
with a. go vernment taking 1.IDto
itself sweeping powers in cases
of a declared emergency, btut we
join issue with it when it seeks 
to ta ke unto its el f c e r tain
powers which only normally oper­
ate in conditions of a national
emergency. I ask the Minister
of Home Affairs, and I ask his
Government, what is threatened

in so far as the supplies to the 
people of this co mtry a.re con­
cerned? Is our fuel threatened? 
Is our light threatened? Are 
our m eans o·f c omm un ica.t.ions 
threatened, or a. re they being 
inter fered wi th? I say that 
these conditions of emergency 
do not at all exist in our co lm­
try and since they do not there 
is really no j ustif ica.tion for 
the Minister acquiring the powers 
which he seeks to acquire under 
this piece of legislation • 

Under this law, the 17ol ice 
aregoing to be en�w�wlih�e 
extra.ordinary powers. Both the 
police and the Minister of Home 
Affairs will have some very wide 
powers. Under clause 33 of the 
Bill the police will be e11a.bled_ 
to use for ce "to any extent 
which is reasonably justifiable 
in the circumstances". Already 
the Police are endowed with cer­
tain powers and I wonder why the 
Minister has not given an expla­
natio n  as to why he has con ­
sidered it necessary to give the 
police this power under clause 33 
of this Bill. 

W e  al l know of the  wide 
powers of the security branch of 
the Police in this country. We 
all Imow that there is widespread 
tapping of telephones. We know 
that mails a.re being intercepted 
and interfered with in this coun­
try. I a.sb What a.r.e the con­
ditions of emergen cy i n  this 
comtry today that make these 
things necessary? Even Members 
on this side of the House, when 
they leave the country, are sub-
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jected to searches by the seeur­
ity police at Atkinson Field. 

ME. Deputy Speaker: Time! 

Mr. Rem Kmrrsn: I beg to 
move that the hon. Memb er be 
granted an extension of fifteen 
min.utes to continue his speech. 

Dr. R1111john seconded. 

Ouestion put, and agreed to. 
' 

Mr. Chase: Letters which 
are in the possession of Members 
of this House are taken and read 
by security police, when these 
Members leave this country. The 
Ho1we is being asked. to give t�e
Police powers to search without 
warrant. Under Part III 1 of this 
Bill we are being asked to legis­
late that per sons who consor t  
with o r  ar e found in comp any 
with persons who have cer tain 
�xplo si�es and amm unition in 
their possession will be deemed 
also to have ammU1ition in their 
possession. 

This is a small co:nmun1 ty. 
The Minister of Home Affairs re­
ferre d to s u c h  countr.ies as 
India. The conditions prevailing 
in In dia and Malaya, to which 
he al so referred, are not the 
conditions which operate in this 
country today. India is a vast 
country with hundreds of millions 
of people. One can be sympa­
thetic with attempts of one kind 
or another to exercise some con­
trol in a country which is divi­
ded by a g r a v e  a n d  vi o le nt 
religious split. In Malaya there 
were people fighting; in the jun-· 

gles, fighting; the armed forces. 
There are no s uch conditi ons 
in this country at all. 

In a small country such as 
ours, where peopJ.e can carry 
tales on each other,  where any 
person, in order to get even with 
another, can give information 
to the Police: to suit his own 
ends, we can see rignt away thai 
we ar e opening ourselve s to 
very great and grave dangers. 

We are asked in this Bill to 
prescribe a presumption of guilt 
in certain cases. This Govern­
ment is fleeing from the prin­
ciples of English law and seek­
ing to introduce principles of 
French law under which persons 
are going to be deemed i:.o be 
guilty and will have to pr6ve 
their innocence. Where are we 
going? 

The Minister under this Bjll 
is seeking to have power to de­
tain persons as well as i:.o re­
strict their movements if, jn his 
view, it is necessary in respect 
of any person i:.o do so "wiih a 
view to preventing him from act­
ing in any manner prejudicial 
to public safe i:.y or public order 
or the defence of Guyana 11 • The 
Minister sought this afternoon 
to read from Article 5 of the 
Constitution of Guyana i:.o j usti­
fy these powers Mhich he seeks 
to obtain. Article 5 which re­
lates to the protection of i:.he 
right to personal liberi:.y, makes 
certain qualifications and allows 
the executive to restrict person­
a l  l iberty u p o n  reasona b le 
suspicion of a person 11 ,having 
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committed" . 	I stress those two 
words. They mean he must have 
done something. What the Minis-
ter is seeking here is to get 
power to detain people not be-
cause they have done something 
but on suspicion that they may 
do something. 

9 p.m. 

Article 5 speaks of having 
committed or being about to 
commit criminal offences under 
the laws of this country. The 
Minister seeks to have power to 
restrict and to detain people 
on grounds of pure suspicion and, 
what is more alarming, under 
Section 5 of this Bill, the Min-
ister is seeking, power to punish 
persons who are detained for 
breaches of discipline. In other 
words, people who are picked up 
on mere suspicion are going to 
be subjected to punishment 
prescribed by the directions of 
the Minister of Home Affairs. 

As regards the question of 
restricting the movements of per-
sons, I must comment that no pro-
vision is made in the Bill for 

• compensation to persons who are 
restricted and are unable to earn 
a living as a result of these 
Restriction Orders. The Minister 
spoke about releasing people 
from detention. Ts he not aware 

▪ that, of the persons who have 
been released, several of them 
are still restricted to their 
places of residence, and the 

• Restriction Orders make it impos-
sible for some of them to earn 

a living within the geographical 
confines of the areas to which 
their movements are restricted? 

uld it be fair to detain a man 
2•  restrict a man on pure sus-
picion and, at the same time, 
not to make provision to take 
care of that man's financial 
obligations and commitments? 

The Minister seeks wide 
powers to give directions under 
the Bill, directions which will 
not be in writing and which will 
not be gazetted. To these wide 
powers we will have to register 
our strongest objection. Under 
Section 15 of the Bill the Minis-
ter is seeking powers to vary 
the definition of the word "ammu-
nition". The Minister wants 
this House to giVe him power to 
say that everything - note the 
word "everything" - declared 
by order of the Minister will be 
deemed to be ammunition. This 
craving for power to declare 
everything ammunition is some-
thing to which we on this side of 
the House cannot subscribe. 

The Minister wants power 
even to disregard the findings 
of the Tribunal and, indeed, if 
the Tribunal orders or re-
commends that a detainee should 
be released, the Minister seeks 
power. to still restrict the move-
ment of a person whom the Tri-
bunal may direct or may recommend 
should be released. It is quite 
clear that the aim of the Gov-
ernment in this piece of legis-
lation is to liquidate and to 
cow the People's Progressive 
Party and, eventually, to liqui-
date and to cow all opposition 
to the Government itself. 
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T his i s  t h e  first  step 
towards a Fascist dictatorship 
in this country, but the objec­
tive of- this Government to liqui­
date the P.P.P. is an objective 
which the British Government, 
before its time, had embarked 
upon and had failed. Let me say 
also that if this Government 
thinks that it can liquidate 
theP .P.P., it really is not 
thinking clearly. 

This uovernment is beginning 

with preventive detention. Call-
. ing this Bill a National Security 

Bill is really a mi sn<?n.1er. Let us 
face the reality .  This Bill 
is a preventive detention Bill. 
It is one step f-orward towards 
a state of absolute dictatorship. 
Other mea sure s are going to 
follow. Step by step we are 
going to see the workers' right 
to strike restricted, that will 
come next, the freedom of the 

Press will next be . suppressed, 
and, one by one, step by step, 
this Government is going to move 
until it has completely sup­
pressed all opposition in this 
country. 

The circumstances and condi­
tions in Guyana today make a 
Bill of this kind completely 
unwarranted. The M inister of 
Home A ff airs  , in  mov ing the 
Second Reading of this Bill, 
referred to events which took 
place in 1962, 1963 and 1964• 
I was rather amused at his refer­
ence to these events because it 
must be quite clear th at the 
event$ which were ta.king place 
in those years were events pri-

marily concerned �1th an Uppos1-
tion seeking to dislodge a Gov� 
ernment by force. It must be 
quite clear that the Government 
buildings which were dynamited -
the Ministry of Health, the Min­
istry of Home Affairs, public 
corporation buildings like the 
Rice Marketing Board - were dyna­
mited by supporters of the then 
Opposit ion. [Mr. d• Aguiar:
11Unity House too? 11]

How can this Minister be 
seeking power, in the year of our 
Lord nineteen hundred and sixty­
six, to deal with events which 
took place in 1962, 1963 and 
1964? It is time that the mem­
bers of this Government under­
stand that what took place in 
this country in 1964 was a tem­
porary phase through which this 
country was passing. Basically, 
the people of- this country are 
peaceful, law-abiding citizens,. 
but if driven to the wall, as 
this Government is seekin,g; to do, 
this Government will find that 
the same people will no doubt 
protest in various forms against 
the suppressive measures which 
this Government is now seeking to 
introduce. 

We do not need a National 
Security Bill at this time. We 
need legislation that w511 deal 
with building our nation. We 
need to embark upon the job of 
nation-building and we want to 
assure those on  the o pp osite 
side of the House that we in the 

P.P.P. want to join in helping 
to con struct a new f,,;yana, a 
viable economic unit.. a country 
in which racial ill will is re-
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and in which people can enjoy 
liberty and personal freedom en­
shrined in the Constitution. 
I 

9. JO p.m.

This Bill does not seek to 
lay the foundation for such co­
operation. This Bill seeks to 
discourage this kind of co-opera­
tion. It seeks to advertise to 
the world that all is not well 
in the state of Guyana, and this 
is amazing because the emissaries 
whom the Government has sent 
abroa d have been continually 
telling the world that things are 
peaceful and quiet in Guyana. 
Are they not going to discourage 
investments in this country? The 
same Bill which they are seeking 
to use to suppress the Opposi­
tion is going to be used against 
this very Government. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Time. 

M r .  Benn: I beg to move 
that the hon. Member be allowed 
another fiftee� minutes. 

Mr. Linde seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

�r. Chase: This Bill is en­
titled 11.National Security (Mis­
eellaneous Provisions) ,Bill 11. 

I ask , 11 ,What is the national 
secur ity that is i nvo lve d?'' 
�bich nation are we speaking 
about? If this is something in 
the interest of the nation, may 
I ask where does the Opposition 
come in? Where does the Leader 
of the Opposition come in? If 
this is something for the whole 

Provisions) Bill 

natio n as you say, then the 
Leader of the Opposition must 
have some place in something for 
the national good. In no place 
in this Bill is any provision 
made for consultation with the 
Leader of the Opposition with 
respect to the appointments of 
any of the  T ribu nals or any 
of the bodies. 

What security is at stake? 
The M inister of Home Affairs 
quoted n number of figures. I 
ask him to come down to brass 
tacks and let us know within the 
last two years which Government 
building has been destroyed: I 
ask him to come down to brass 
tacks and tell us which Ministry 
in Georgetown, for example, has 
been dynamited. I ask him to 
come down to brass tac ks and 
'tell us what factories have bee� 
destroyed or dynamited in this 
country within the last year or 
two. Do not let us talk about 
national security when there is 
no national security involved. 
Why does the Minister not come to 
this House with legislation to 
deal with choke and robbers? 
We read about them in the news­
papers every day. The country 
is gravely affected by the deects 
of persons who choke and rot:r; 
that is common knowledge. But I 
am. ni:>t awa re of any spe cial 
situation in this country where 
public buildings are being des­
troyed or where human lives are 
being taken. 

The Minis'ter of' Home Affairs 
knows all abou't Akbar Ali. Mem­
bers of 'the Government know how 
'that has been inspired, so they 
mus't not mention Akbar Ali. If 
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the people of this country held 
such '1iews of' removing political 
opponents, then there could not 
be the freedom which we see exer­
cised in this House - people 
being able to show such political 
indecency and fr audulence in 
crossing from one side to the 
other, without any fear whatso­
ever. 

This Bill is not a National 
Security Bill because, as I have 
said, it does not involve the 
Opposition in any of its provi­
sions. If it were really some­
thing intended for national se­
curity; then indeed, the Opposi­
tion and the Leader of the Oppo­
sition ought to have had some 
part to play in it. But there 
is none! This is really a 11Na­
tional Betrayal Bill". It is a 
betrayal of the confidence which 
was reposed in the Gov�rnment. 
It is a betrayal of those who 
Voted f·or the Government ex­
pecting that they would enjQy 
liberty �nd freedom under the 
Constitution, and who have now. 
found that active efforts are 
being taken to curtail the liber­
ty and freedom which they en­
joyed. 

There are several organisa­
tions which are opposed to this 
Bill. Members on the opposite 
side have been shouting about the 
P.P.P. alone being opposed to it. 
The Guyana Bar Council is opposed 
to this legislation. The New 
World Group is opposed to this 
iegislation. 'l'he "Amerindian 
Party 11 has gone on record against 

this legislation, Several trade 
unions are against it. The Uni­
versity Students' Council has 
gone on record against this le­
gislation. Therefore, it is not 
the P .  P. P. alo·ne ! The Human 
Rights Association has gone on 
record against this legislation. 
It is not  b y  any m e ans t he 
P.P.�. alone. There are other 
bodie s w hich are expressing 
opposition to this legislation 
and if this Government gives 
people the opportunity to study 
the law which it is seeking to 
introduce, more and more voices 
will be raised in protest against 
this legislation. There is no 
opportunity really, for the views 
of other organisations to be ven­
tilated on this matter. 

The Guyana Bar Council soughc 
an interViP-w wjth the Attorney­
General on this matter. He was 
writ ten to on the_ J 7th of this 
month. The Council received a 
reply from him indicati ng his 
willingness to meet the members, 
but requested that they should 
submit their views in writing 
before _he would accord them a 
meeting. Assuming that this 
House had proceeded with the con­
sideration of this Bill on Fri­
day, asthe Government had indeed 
proposed to do. had it not been 
for the Ruling of the Speaker  
himself, it would have meant that 
this Government would have pro­
ceeded with the Bill before the 
body which sp�aks on behalf of 
barristers-at-law in this coun­
try would have had an opportunity 
to eten present its view to the 
Attorney-General on this matter. 
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The Guyana Bar Council has 
written to the Attorney-General 
expressing opposi tion t o  the 
principle of formalising emer­
gency legislation in a permanent 
Act of Parliament, and it re­
ferred to all sections as well aE­
Part III of the Bill to which it. 
took the stron[est possible ob­
jection. 

The New World Group, a group 
pf young Guyanese who are im2r.­
ested in the political affairs in 
this country,, and who have no 
axe to grind tor the P.P.P., have 
�hemselv es been o utspoken in 
their opposition to this piece 
of legislation.· The leaders of 
Various religio11s :organisations 
have also spokeric.aga inst this 
legislation.· ·In V-iew o f  the 
growing opposition to this Bjll, 
and in vj ew of the fact  that 
there are several clauses which 
will need detailed consideration, 
I �uld formally ask the Minister 
of 11o me A ffa irs to postp one 
further consjderation of this 
B ill until t he matter can be 
fully, freely and frankly dealt 
with by the Opposition and other 
parties which are interested and 
concerned with this legislation. 

9-20 p.m. 

The Minister mentioned tht 
fact that the detainees were 
relea sed by this Gov ernment. 
The Mhister must not claim any 
credit for that. The release of 
the detainees was due to mounting 

pressure by internal and external 
public organisation$ - such as 
Amnesty International - which 
were bringing t his Government 

-into disrepute, becailse it was

detaining persons under circum­
stances which were wholly unjus­
tifiable. The release of the de­
tainees is no credit to the hon. 
Minister of Home Affairs or t0 
bis Government. It i�·really the 
reople's victory t hat fo rced 
the membei's of this Government to 
release those persons" who were 
det�ined during their per:i od. oi 
0tf1ce. They released �he per­
�ons, but ci rcumscribed their 
movements; they refused to let 
certain persons leave this coun­
·.ry for medical treatment.

Why did the hon. Minister 
deprive Mootoo of the right to 
11 0  ab road to  obtain medical 
ttention, after he had been re­
.oIIDllended by a Fel low o f  the 
{oyal College of Surgeons for 
such attention? A qualified 
docto r recommended that this 
individual should go abroad for 
medical aid. Will the hon. Min­
ister of Home Affairs tell us whv 
he has refused to gi Ve anothe� 
detainee permission to leave this 
country for good? Some persons 
want to leave 'the country 'for 
good, and yet the hon. Minister 
will not giv-e them permission to 
do so. ls this not an indication 
of sp ite? Does this have any­
thing to do with nati oital se­
curity? Is this not something 
which, springs from an intention 
to sh ow force and power? That 
is the only reason why the Minis­
ter of Home Affairs is refusing 
these people the right to leave 
Guyana and re lie Ve him of his 
burden by having to use his Se­
curit y Departmen t  and sp ite 
against thP.m. They wish to re­
lieve him of that obligation, and 
yet the Minister of Home Affairs 
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refuses to allo w these persons 
to leave this country. 

The Minister, in his address, 
said that the GoVernmemt has 
information as to the build-up. 
If he has such information, then 
let him put his men on the job, 
and let them liquidate the build­
up. If he has the information he 
should know where the build-up 
is. I charge him tha t, if he 
knows a build-up is taking place 
and he does not seek to destroy 
the build-up, he is failing in 
his duty to the country. He must 
act in the matter, but he must 
not seek to obtain the power which 
he seeks in this Bill to deal 
with a build-up. He is merely 
seeking to use this a.s a sort of 
generalisation that he has infor­
mation to make people believe 
that there is some justification 
for the legislation. I am sug­
gesting that if he had informa­
tion of any build-up he would 
have taken action to knock it 
down. 

With the limited time at my 
disposal I cannot deal fully with 
this matter. There is going to 
be unleashed, when this Bill is 
passed, a reign of tyranny in 
this country. This legislation 
is not the same as legislation 
in other parts of the world. 
[Interrqotion.J I will refer my 
hon. Friends to a Commonwealth 
Journ al withou t necessarily 
accepting its arguments, but be­
cause I kno w my hon. Fri ends 
subscribe to it. "The Common­
wealth" - Wint.er &:iition of 1965 
dealt wi th the situati on in:" 
Ghana, and draws a clear para..llell 
to all tnat is about to take

place in this country. lt re­
ferred to the preventive deten­
tion legislation in Ghana as well 
as th e removal  of the C hi ef 
Justice of Ghana. We have had 
a Chief Justice in this country 
who had to leave. It referred 
also to the removal of the Army 
Chief. We have had the peculiar 
case of Mr. Sattaur, the only 
Sandhurst trained Guyanese having 
to leave our army and the coun­
try. It referred to the fals i­
fica tion of the ballot-box. All 
of these things seem to have a 
parallel in this country. The 
Journal traced the development 
in Gh ana and showed how this 
build-up led to the suppression 
of freedom and liberty in Ghana, 
and the eventual explosion that 
took place. I have no doubt that 
this Bill, which this Govern.�ent 
has brought before this House 
tonight, is only the beginning 
of further measures which are 
going to be introduced to sup­
press the Opposition in this 
country. 

When this Government starts 
to use these powers it will start 
with the P.P.P. [Laughter.]
After the P.P.P. is dealt with, 
many of those who are smiling 
now will have to wipe the smiles 
from their faces. [Int errup­
tio n.] Do not worry to talk 
about: 11iDo nothing, fe·ar noth­
ing." To adopt this attitude 
is to miss the rea l  point in 
issue. Such laws should have 
no place in a democratic society. 

Mr. Deouty Speaker: Time: 
Mr. Ram Karrao: I beg to 

move that· the hon. Member be 
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given fifteen minutes to complete 
his speech. 

Mr. Wilson seconded, 

QuestJon put, and negatived. 

Mr, Ally: I oppose this Bill 
in its entirety. I ·oppose thia 
Bill, not because it is framed 
by the hon •. Attorney-General who 
is drawing a fantastic salary of 
$4,000 a mon�h, not because it 
is f rruned by a Coalition Govern-. 
ment which is on the rocks now, 
but for other reasons. I should 
like to quote some advice to this 
Government in t he hope that it 
will be accepted: 

"Except the Lord watch­
eth the city, the watchman 
waketh but in vain. 11 

As far as the National Se­
curity (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Bill is concerned, I should like 
to quote some Very good advice 
from Al-Hadees 

9.30 p.m.

I quote from page 580:

"Some rules for the 
guidance of the Leader: 

Administration is the most 
onerous task and the greatest 
responsibility is placed on 
its chief. He is either a 
shadow of God or a Viceroy of 
God or a devil according he 
is just or unjust. Conse­
quently there is a gre at 
merit in good and just admin­
istration and a great sin in 
bad and unjust administra-

t1on. ln order to be a good 
ruler he must have before 
his mind's eye the following 
things. 

(lJ He shall take the world 
as a temporary restin g 
place for preparation for 
t he everl astin g next 
w orl d; 

(2) He shall try therefore
b y  just a dministration
to acquire as much reli­
gious merits as possible
before his death.

13) He shall take him•elf as
a mere servant o f  the
people and a trustee for
his subi ects.

'Ihese things if kept by a
ruler constantlv in mind will 
go to make him the most suc­
cessful man 1n administratio� 

A ruler shall observe 
also the following rules: 

(1) He shall love f or his
subject what he loves for
himself;

(2) His door should always
remain open for hearing
grievances and for re­
dress of wrongs;

(3) Justice c oupled  with
mercy shall be the key ­
note of  administrative
policies;

t4J If the ruler is a Muslim 
he shall observe the re­
ligious rites of Islam; 
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( 5) His Ministers m ust bf:" 

pious, truthful and sin-
cere; 

(6) He must have a strict eye
o n  t he governme nt 0 f -
ficers;

( 7) He shall frame rules for
prompt and speedy trials;

(8) H e  shall look to every
community with an eye of 
equality so far as JUS­

tice is concerned;

( 9) The people under admin­
istrative charge shall be 
governe d according to
their respective laws. 11, 

I am puzzled because there 
are some persons who talk about 
consul tat i Ve dem ocracy, s ome 
persons who pretend to respect 
human beings and to show kind­
nesses to them, wh o are do ing 
a turncoat act now. Some people 
are \racillating from their party 
policies, whilst some are chick­
ehing out to save pride. I refer 
to the local Salazar, the leader 
of the United Force. He would 
swindle t he Gu yanese nation. 
This great gentleman made some 
good promises to the people. Let 
mp quote from page 2 of his b ook 
Economic Dynamism. Let us hear 
what this great liberator had to 
s>1y about human beings" I quote: 

11 We Believe 
t hat all people are 
equal under God, 

that the purpose of Gov­
ernment is to fulfil the 
needs of the People and 
t o  s a f e guar d t heir 
rights. 

We Believe 
t hat the needs of the 
People are: 

Peace - to live their 
own lives without fear, 
coercion or molestation 

5ecurity - the assurdn�e 
:Jf adequate food, cloth­
ing and housing 

Citizenship - the oppor­
tur:i ty to earn a living 
and to participate as an 
equal, i rrespec ti ve cf 
race or creed, in the 
communal effort, both 
material and spiri tual 

Freedom - the o ppor­
t unity to develop as 
i n di vi dual s thro&Bh 
education, and to enjoy 
a reasonable amount of  
leisure. 

WE BELIEVE 

that the rights of the 
People are: 

F ul l  e d u c at i o n  for 
citizen�hip and l ei­
sure. 

Participation in Gov ­
ernment by t he exer ­
cise of the franchise 
at definite periods. 

Participation acco,rding 
to their talents in the 
prod uctive effort of 
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the c o m mu nit y, and a 
f ai r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  
fruits of such effort. 

Freedom of association 
f or p olitical, econo­
m ic, rel igious, Trade 
Union and o ther p ur­
p ose s, and fre edom of 
e xpression in  speech 
and writing. 

Freedom from arbitrary 
arrest and imprisonment, 
and from inhuman police 
and penal procedure. 

Trial b y  an impar tial 
and democratic judica­
ture. 

Accordingly it will be 
the policy of the United 
Fo r ce to fulfil the se 
ne eds a nd safe guard 
these rights.11, 

I should also like to quote 
from page 11 of a n other b o ok, 
Highways to Happiness, written 
by this gre at liberator .  I a m  
quoting the p r o m i s e s  h e  ma de 
and I read fro m p ara gra phs six 
to twelve concerning the :ideal 
State: 

"Indeed, the maximum 
of grou p p o wer can be ob­
tained by an armed force. 

Since the person, or 
group, who controls the armed 
force has the maximum power, 
control over the armed forces 
is used by dictators to im­
pose their will over the peo­
ple. 

But the ide al State is 
a State where decisions are 
not imposed by force, but are 
reached by peaceful, just and 
reasonable means. 

T hu s  , in the i,d e a  1 
State the formation, control 
and use of an y armed ·force 
is strictly limited. 

The right to form an 
armed f orce is r estricted 
to the State.11 

How true! As the years roll by 
we can expose ourselves to the 
criticisms of posterity. These 
same people , the defenders of 
freedom in Guya na, these local 
Judases who are willing to sell 
out the nation for thirty p ieces 
of silver are cracking up. Some-· 
one with a consci ence has left 
his party. It is hard to predict 
the actions of such a lea der. 
They are like cow (dung, llhard atop 
and sof• 'below. 11 I would like to 
know where these leaders of the 
United Foree, the de fenders of 
freedom, were when discrimination 
was practised and representation 
was needed for Ka s i m  B a cchus, 
Harold Persaud, Rayman, Sattaur, 
Viapree, Dr . Ch andr a  and many 
others. Wh ere w a s  t he gr e a t  
liberator w hen a dv a nt a ge w a s  
being taken of these people? I 
would take a bet that this Bill 
would. not pass in this House un­
less there were l oca l Ju da ses 
who, when the Bill is read twice, 
will be willing to deny the na� 
tion thrice. 
9.40 p.!71. 

These are the same people who 
promised the nati on that they 
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would pa_y $10 per day. These are 
the same p e op le who p r om i s e d 
rice farmer s th i rty a c res o f  
iand. These. are the same people 
who promise d the rice farmers 
that they would get $30 per bag 
for rice. Thes e  a re the s ame 
people who fo o led the Guyanese 
p eople tha t  they would collect 
$9 million. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Will the 
hon. Member l o ok at the Order 
Paper to see what we are really 
debating? 

Mr. Ally: I am showing how 
these people promised one thing, 
a nd are now do ing something 
e ls e. 

On page 18 of thi s same book 
Highways to Happiness there is 
an article on love, but I cannot 
locate one on divorce. I should 
like to quote from pages 23, 24, 
and 25 of t h is b o ok . I q uo"e 
from page 23: 

"Reference to United 
force Declaration of Ideals 

1 That all men are broth­
ers.' 

'Men live together in har­
mony as brothers, under 
the Fatherhood of God. 1 

. Foundati on upon 
which the ideal State is 
buil t is th at  pos ition 
depends upon proficiency 

·without discrimination for
reasons of race, colour,
sex, language, religion,

political or other opin­
ion, national or social 
origin, economic status, 
birth or any other social 
condition.' " 

I quote the passages from page 24: 

"Everyone charged -�·i th 
an offence is presumed in­
nocent until proved f'lli 1 tv 
after a fair trial." 

I quote f.rem page 25,

"•The acc1.ped person 
has all guarantees for his 
defence. 

"Everyone will enJOV 
a full life . . .  securit, 

. and liberty." 

"Liberty of the in divid­
ual is the first esse�tial 
in the ideal State." 

"Law- ana order is main­
tained with the minimum use 
of force." 

"The - ·righ t S Of e Very 
pe rs o n are pro t e c t � d a n d  
respected without discrimina­
tion." 

"There is equal protec­
tion and justice for all." 

"Every tr ial 1s con­
ducted in public by an inde­
pendent and impartial tri­
bunal." 
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"Everyone 1s entitled 
to privacy in his .personal 
and family affairL" 

"In the free democracies 
people are £re� to enter or. 
leave their country a s  they 
wish.n 

These are very good sugges­
tions. The ju nior pa r"L ne r in 
"Lhe coali"Lion gave Ve ry good 
advice. Bu"L what do we find? We 
find "Lha"L "Lhe leader of "Lhe U.F. 
has published a famastic repon. 
r-\tr, Biss ember: 11 Ano"L her one 
;;:-gain? 11] An o "L h e  r bi g ope • 
[Laughter. J I s hould like to 
q_uote from "Lhe Uni tel force Draft
Constitution of Guyana. 1 will 
no"L read all of -it, I will just 
read "Lhe important h eadli nes 
whh which this great gentlema n 
tried "LO fool "Lhe people. [)Ir. 
Wharton: "Which column?"] These 
are the headlines on page 3: 

11Pr.otection of right to 
life 

Protection from inhuman 
treatment 

Protection from slav.ery 
and forced labour 

Protection from arbitrary 
arrest or detention 

Provisions to secure pro­
tection of law 

Protection for private and 
family life and home 

Protection of freedom of 
expression 

•

Protection of assembly and 
association 

Protection of freedom·of 
movement 

Protection from discrimi­
nation on grounds of race, 
etc. 

Protection from depriva­
tion of property without 
compensation. 11 

This flfeat Q'entleman1aga in had 
the audacity to g_uote a portion 
of the fundamental rights. No· 
wonder my good friend 110do11 re­
ferred to him as being pregnant 
in wealth but sterile in politi­
cal honesty. 

Let us compare the in"Lentions 
of this B ill with t he United  
Nations Univers al Decla ration of 
Human Rig hts . I will g_uote 
Article 10 of t h e  Univers al 
Declaration of  Human Rights: 

"Everyone is entjtJed in 
full equality to a fair and 
public hearing b y  an inde ­
pen?ent and impartial Tri­
bunal, in the determination 
of his rights and obligations 
and of any criminal charge 
against him. 11 

Let US CO m p a r e t h i S W i C k e d 
Bill --

Protection of freedom of Mr, Deputy Speaker: Yes, let 
conscience us hear about the Bill. 
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\tr. Ally: I should like to 
riuote clause 9 (3) (b) of this 
Bill which our frien d the great 
Attorney-General has drafted: 

"(h) any such proceedings 
may be held in the detainee's 
absence 

Llnterruption by the Prime Minis­

ter.] I quote again because the 
Prime Minister is disturbing me: 

"(h) any such proceed­
ings may he held in the de­
tainee's absence if, in the 
opinion of the Tribunal, it 
is unreasonailile to require 
his presence thereat on ac­
count of his illness or for 
any other cause. 

I should now like �o quote Arti­
cle 7 of the Universal Declara­
tion of Human Rights: 

"All are equal before the 
law and are entitled without 
any di scrimina ti.on to equa 1 
prote ct i o n  o f  t h e  l a w. 
All are entit led to equal 
protection against any dis­
crimination in violatiori: of 
this Declaration and against 
any incitement to such dis­
crimination." 

I will now make one last refer­
ence to the _Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights. I quote Article 
13: 

11(1) Everyone has the right
to freedom of movement and 
residence within the borders 
of each state. 

(2) Everyone nas the right
to le ave a n y  co untry, in-

eluding his own, and to re­
turn to his country." 

9.50 p.m. 

. Let us. consider. the great 
.1 ob that this fan+.astic-salad ed 
Attorney-General has prepared tor 
this nation. At 12 (1) (a) in 
the Bill it is stated: 

"1 2. (1) The Minister may, if 
satisfied with respect to any 
person (whether the Tribunal 
has given any report in his 
favour in ac cordanc e with 
subsection (1) of section 10 
or not) that, with a view 
to preventing him from acting 
in any manner prejudicial to 
public safety or public order 
or the defence of Guyana, it 
is necessary so to do, make 
an order for all or any of 
the following purposes, that 
is to say 

(a) for s·ecuring that, ex­
c ept in so far as he
may be permitted by the
order, or by such au­
thority or p erson a�
may be specified in the
o rder, that p ers on
shall not b e  in any
such area in Guyana as 
may be so specified;"

I belie ve t h is Coa l i tion 
Government is having a 1

' phantas­
magoria• II It cannot govern wi_ th­
OUt an emergency over the nation. 
I should like to quote from this 
book, The Minorit� of One, page 
16, first c olum n, ninth para­
graph, to show how our local sys­
tem of Election was being tam­
pered with: 
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11 1n the Dece mber 7, 
1964, general election that 
followed, the U.S. Government 
was also heavily committed on 
the side of react i on. Ac -
cording to a-n article on the· 
C.I.A. in The New York Times 
of April 28, 1966: 

'It has poured mone 
into Latin American campaigns 
in support of moderate candi­
dates and against leftist 
leaders such as Cheddi Jagan 
of British Guiana. 111 

'dr. Deputy Speaker: Wha·e, are 
you quodilQ'. from? 

\tr, Ally: I am quoting from 
�his book, The Minority of One. 

!!More recently, Arthur 
Sch 1 es i n g er , J r . , Pr es i den t 
Kennedy's adviser and aide, 
ma de this striking rev e 1 a -
tion: 

1 as I reported to the 
President, 11 an independent 
British Guiana under Burnham 
(if Burnham wi 11 commit him­
self to a m u lt i -r a c i al 
policy) would cause us many 
fewer problems than an inde­
pendent British Guiana under 
Jagan. 11 And the way 111as open 
to brin g i t  about because 
Jagan's p a r l i a m e n t a ry 
strengt h w as lar ger than 
his popular strength. He had 
won 57% of the seats on the 
basis of 42.7% of the vote . 
An obvi ous solution was to 
establish a system of Pro­
portion al Re prese ntation. 
This, after prolonged dis­
cussion, the British Govern-

ment finally did in October 
1963. A n  e l e ct i o n  held 
finally at the end of 1964 
produced a coalition govern­
ment un der B urnham • 
British Guiana seemed to have 
passed out of the communist 
orbit.' " 

These m asquerade rs, these 
same people wh o p re tend to be 
the defenders of freedom can fool 
some of the people so me of the 
dme, but they cannot fool all 
the people all the ti me. In 
fact, time is catch ing up with 
�hem. Ther e a r e  ce r t ain i n­
stances where these great leaders 
had w chicken out, they had to 
vacillate jus t to save face.  
They threw principle aside. How 
fa r can� joung nation such as 
Guya na get when we have such 
Judases in our midst ? 

With such a Bill befo re us 
the Independence Conference was 
a farce. I wish to quote from 
page 14 of the Rep o rt o f  th, 
British Guia n a  In d e p e n d  en c, 
Conference 1965: 

"Provision w ill be made 
for amendment of the Consti­
tution by Parliament, but 
special requ irements will 
be laid down. All amendments 
of t;he Con sti tution w ill 
need to be supported in the 
Assembly by the votes of at 
least a majority of all the 
members. The more important 
provisions of the Constitu­
tion will be specially en­
trenched and will be amend­
able only if the Bill, not 
less than two months nor more 
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than si x m onths afte r its 
passage b y  t h e  Na t i o nal 
Assembly, is su bmitted to 
the electorate and approved 
by a ma j or i t y v o ting in a 
referendum: in the case of 
certain of these provisions, 
however , a refe re ndum mav 
be dispensed with if the Bill 
is supported by a two-thirds 
majority of all the members 
of the A s se mbly. Th e spe­
cially entrenched provisions 
are listed in Appendix II to 
this Annex. Fl 

Bue. here we find the opposite is 
happening in our Parlia.Il'ent. In 
spite of our Speaker 1 s impartial­
ity, in spite of his advice to 
Members that he wi 11 not take 
sides from either the Government 
or the Oppo sition, in spite of 
the fact that he is prep ared to 
uphold the dignity and decorum 
of the House, without an honest 
and sincere leader ship, with out 
a change of heart, without good 
will from G over n m ent Members 
towards Guy ane s e, I c an onl;v 
foresee dis aster, di sgust and 
disgrace for our new nation of 
Guyana. 

I urge the Government to 
think well and r efl e ct on my 
little contribution, t o  scrap 
this wicked piece of legislation 
so that our countr y and people 
can go forward as one people, one 
nation, and one destiny, and thus 
save Guyana from  a Police State 
and Fascist dic t at o rs hip. I 
ask Members to  remember c.h is 
quotation: 

"Unles s tbe Lord 
watcheth the City, the watch­
man wake th but in vain.'' 

Sitting suspended at 10 p.m. 

10.20 p.m. 

On resumption 

LATE SITTING OF THE ASSEMBLY 

Mr. Jagan: I wish  to say 
that the House cannot properly 
sit at this sta.ge. Ear lier today 
while the Order of Business was 
being dealt with under Standing 
Order No. 12, the hon Leader of 
the House said that he was moving · 
che suspension of Standing Order 
No. 9 to pe rmit the debate o n  
this Bill to go through all its 
stages, or words to that effect. • 
Such a Moti on could onl::i have 
been moved under Standing Order 
No. 9(5).

When one looks at Sc.anding 
Order No. 9 (5), a n d  St anding 
Order No. 9(2) one will recognise 
the point I am about to make. 
Standing Order No. 9(2) means tha: 
any matter that is being debated 
will cease automatically at 9
o'clock, unless a Motion is moved 
under Standing Order No. 9(5). 
All the hon. Leader of the House 
did was to ask for the suspension 
of Standing Order No. 9(2) when · 
he moved the Motion under stand­
ing Order No. 9(5), bu� nothing: 
was done in respect of .3tanding: 
Order No. 9(1) which limits th; 
sitting to 10 o'clock. 

RULING BY THE DEPUTY SPEAKER 

�r. Deputy Speaker: I rule • 
that it is i n o rder fo r t he 
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House to continue. The b'tanding 
Order was sus pended and the Mo­
tion was unanimously accepted. 

NATIONAL 

LANEOUS 

SECURITY (MISCEL­

PROVISIONS) BILL 

Mr, Poonai: I rise to oppose 
this Bill largely on the question 
of principles, and largely be­
cause I will never subs cribe to 
arbitrary de'tention and arrest, 
or to the main. Tribunal tha't will 
be set ap 'to try peo ple, es pe­
cially when i't is remembered that 
'the passing of this Bill w i ll 
make certain offences subs'tantive 
law in 'this countr y. h is all 
well and good to have Emergency 
Regulations which will be a 'tem­
porary measure, but this Bill is 
not going 'to be a 'temporary mea­
sure. This Bill is going 'to be 
subs'tanti ve law, and ce r't ai  n 
offences wi ll be  c reated 'that 
will astound one.'· 

I can i mag ine tha't  :in a.ny 
Sta'te the o c casion will arise 
when h will be necessary co in­
troduce drastic legisla'tion, but 
I believe 'that the younger deve­
oping natio ns wi 11 d o  well 'to 
follow certain concepts, princi­
ples and id eas th at h ave been 
developed b y  o l d e r  nat i o n s. 
When one looks at this Bill one 
sees 'that there are certain pro­
yj sions tha t r u t h 1 e s  s 1 y c u  't 
across certain principles, ideals 
and concept s t h a  't a r e w e 11 
known to us - principles, ideals 
and concepts that we all cherish 
and embrace • 

As soon as one looks at this 
Bill one sees the whole import 

Provisions) Bill 

of two sec't ions: o n e  in the 
Constitutio n, a nd one in the 
Bill, which I w ill r ead rn 
extenso. I shall read article 
5(e) of 'the Cons titution unde1 
which this Bill was made: 

''·(e) upon reas onable 
suspicion of his having com­
mitted or being about to com­
mit, a cr iminal offence under 
the la,, of Guyana; . . 11 

Clause 4(1) of t he B i l l  
states: 

"<Subject to the pro­
visions of secti on 6, the 
Minister may ,· if sat is f ied 
with respect to any person 
Lhat, with a view to prevent­
ing him acting in any �anner 
prejudicial to public safety 
or publ i c o rd e r  o r  th c. 
defence of G u y a na, it is 
necessary to provide for his 
preventive detention, make 
an orde r -

(a) directing that he be de­
tained; and

(b) sta ting c oncis e l y  th e
grounds for such deten­
tion, so, h owever, that
no defect of any kind in
such statement shall in­
validate the order. . 11 

The full import of these t.wo 
provisions is that new offences 
unknown to civilized j uri s p ru­
dence have b e en c r e ated. In 
other words an offence is no w 
created for not having done any­
thing at al l. As I have said, 
in cases of an em_er gency it is 
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all well an d good to make tem­
porary legislation, but we should 
not make ce r t ai n t h ings s u b­
stantive la w.· As a result of 
mere suspic ion one can be im­
prisoned or detained under this 
Bill. 

Now it is totally wron� for 
any State o r  any Government to 
bring provisions to Par liament 
whereby one can be imprisoned, 
detained, or restricted upon mere 
suspicion·, or upon a person doing 
nothing. My conception of the 
crim inal la w or  the c r i m i na l  
code is that one must do some act 
in order to commit an offence. 
This Bill provides a p�nalty for 
crimes unknown in 1aw, because, 
according to what this Government 
terms as an offence, a man can 
be detained for an i n de finite 
period. 

If a man conunits manslaughter 
he knows th at h e  will get two 
or three years, or a life sen­
tence, but under this Bill a man 
who commits an offence do_es not 
knowhow lo ng h e  w i ll be de­
tained. All of these things are 
against certain concepts of law. 
To begin with the DRn is presumPd 
guilty because, according to the 
hon. Minister of Home Affairs, an 
order is made against him. Th is 
is a wrong procedure. 

Writing in the Guyana Graphic

the other day,  one L ucius men­
tioned that the Tribmial to be set 
up under the prov isions of this 
Bill is a.n extension of t he 
Supreme Court; but I mu;t forgive 

this gentleman for his argument. 
It is either th at he has not 
s tudied th e B ill, or is not 
legally m i nded . To bega i n  
with, certain countries hav� b�en 
cited as having preventive de­
tention legislation. Let. us tak;
the case of India - which was re­
ferred to by the hon. Minister 
of Home Affairs - where there is 
preventive detention legislation. 
One section in t he Preventive 
Detention Act of India is dif­
ferent from the cla us.e w hich
appears in the Bill before the 
House in that the power of review 
of a detainee's case rests with 
the Supreme Cour t  of In dia and 
not with the Tribunal that this 
Government wants to  set u p  in 
this country. 

Similar provision is also 
in South Africa. Even Ian Smith 
of Rhodesia has provision in that 
country's legislation whereby 
a detainee' s c ase goes to the 
Supreme Cou r t  for review. Why 
do we want t.O set up a special 
Tribunal here? 
10.30 p.m. 

· Why do we need a special
Tribunal? The tribunal in these 
countr ies,as I s aid, is the 
Supreme Court. In this countrv 
it will not be within the juris� 
�iction of the Supreme Court to 
try the detainees; we are setting 
up a Tribunal. How are t.be mem­
bers of this Tribunal to be ap­
pointed? It will not be in the 
same manner as Judges in the 
Supreme Court are appointed, that 
is, by the iudicial Service Com­
mission. The members of the Tri­
bunal shall be appointed by the 
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�hancellor. Is the hon. Minister 
of Home Affairs aware, and does 
he consider it right, that this 
is going to be an extensicn of 
the Supreme Court? If so, why 
does he not .g:ve it t h e  same 
s1.,atus as 1.,he Supreme Cour1., and 
allow t he J u d i c i a l S e r v i c e 
Connnission to appoin t the mem­
bers? 

I am wholly opposed 'to  tl1E 
consti'tmi on of this court be­
cause these men are not necessar­
ily going to be judges and they 
will be hand - picked to carry out 
the b:idding of the Bovernment. 
When a Bill like this comes before 
the Assembly we should be  able 
to look at ii and say, 11 This Tri­
bunal will be l:ke any other Tri- · 
bunal in the land.'' The Supreme 
Court is an es'tablished institu­
tion with us; we have no row with 
i1,; it has an honoured and re­
spected 'trad:, t ion. Why not send 
the cases to the Supreme Court? 

Let us look at the procedure 
before the Tribunal. It is not 
going to hand down decisions as 
"Ghe Indian Court hands down : TJ 

respect of a detainee. There is 
not going 1,0 be a trial. If we 
look at clause 5 (2) we will see 
that a detainee wUl have a right 
to retain a legal adviser to help 
him to presen1, his case, ye't when 
we turn to clause 9, which deals 
with the du 1,y and procedure of 
the Tribunal, we see that no case 
�111 be presented by the Govern­
ment to the Tribunal. We sec 
that certain files W-: .... 11 be handed 
to the Tribunal, which the mem­
bers will read and from there on 
the functions of the Tribunal are 
statutory. The Tribunal can -

' ( a) hear any person having 
any communication to make be­
fore the Trib unal; 

(b) put any question to any
person before the Tribunal; 

(c) invit� the Minister to
c,ubmit fur the1 infor mation; 11 

Bue where is the detajnee's right 
to pu't his case to the Tribunal? 
\'t11ere is his right to call wit­
nesses? There is a fundamental 
concepl, in our l aw, and if the 
Governmen't wishes to put a de­
ta:i nee before a court, it should 
not be called a 11Tribunal 11 to let 
the population feel that a court 
of law is being set up, when in 
fac't a rubber-stamp is being se't 
up. L et it be a court of law 
and let somebody on behalf of the 
Governmen1., present a case. Give 
the detainee a right to cross­
examine. I am sure the Judges 
�n th:s land know what suspicious 
evidence is. They ·can even act 
on :=:usp:cious evidence and it can 
ie so legislated. But let a de­
tainee have a chance 1,0 ask ques­
�:i ons; let him have a r:: ght to 
put forward a defence. 

This Bill goes on to say that 
in the case of absence of the 
de'tainee on account of illness, 
·GJ1e Tri bun al ma:v cont:i nue to s� r,,
il11a1, k: nd of law is this? A man
:; s � 11 and his case wi 11 be tried
� n his abse nee. Why n ot wa:i t
un1.,il the man recovers and then
le·G him present his case? Is
the file go ing to be passed to
the Tribuna l  and the Tribunal
will go through it and say 11 ,We
are satisfied 11

· and put a rubber-
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stamp of legal ity on w hat the 
Minister of H o m e  Affairs has 
already decided? This is an in­
novatio11. We are setting up laws 
of our own and certainly this is 
a departure from what has been 
developed a n d  w h a t  w e h a v e  
learned and have come to respect 
as justice . This certainly 
sh ould not b e  call e d  a "Tri­
bunal"; it shoul d  be called by 
some other name. 

Another important point is 
that whenever th e Tribunal in 
other countries, such as India 
or South Africa, gives a decision 
it becomes a decision of a cour 
of law and b.�comes b inding l il 
the judgment of a court; it 
cited with respect and is actt 
upon. The re is a principle ::c 
law which says a man ought not t 
be punished tw ice, but what d 
we find in cl a u se 6 (3)? 
quote: 

"A person who has bee1 
detaine d by vir tue of tht 
provisions of this Part an 
who has been re leased fror 
detention in consequence o" 
a repor t of the Tr ib un al 
that there is, in its op in­
ion, insuf ficient cause fer 
his det ention s ha 11 not be 
again detained by virtue of 
such pro visions within the 
period of six months from his 
release on the same grounds 
as he w a s  o rigi n ally de­
tained.11 

It this is a Tribunal that 
has the forte of a court of la"' 
why not let u s  r e s p e c t t he  

court's decision? Do not let us 
arrest the man again on the same 
grounds. All the man has is an 
immmiity from arre s t  fo r six 
months. After that period'of six 
m onth s  wh at happens to him? 
Can he be again arrested on the 
same ground s? The man will be 
suffering a gain a ft er the Tr::..­
bunal has given a decision. [In­
terruption. J The idea of a Tri­
bunal is a camouflage to let the 
population believe that the Gov ­
ernment is being kind by giving 
what is called a "Tribunal.II. 

10.40 p.m. 

If you want it so, do not let 
us argue, like.the hon. Minister 
of Home Affairs, that this is an 
extension of the Supreme Court, 
or that the decision will  come 
from the Supreme C ourt, when in 
truth and in fact it is not so. 
Let the peo ple for wh om you are 
legislating know that you are 
giving them a farcical tribunal 
which has not g ot the force of 
law and which cannot hand down 
a decision that will be respected 
as though it is a decision of the 
Supreme Court of this country. 

I should now like t o  refer 
to certain countries - say Ghana 
aJJd India - where therr is pre­
ventive detention. We kve seen, 
viewi ng the situation fr-,,, here, 
that preventive detention was in­
troduced in Ghana largely for the 
purpose of liquidating the Oppo­
sition. It was introduced in 
India largely to  protect a de­
cc1.dent capi talist syst em and 
to keep the Co n g r e s s P a r t y 
leaders in their position, That 
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is why it was pas sed. Bu t we 
have seen what happened in Ghana. 
The At.torney-General of Ghana, 
who was the author and architect 
of the Bill, lived long enough 
to be detained u nrle r the same 
Act. So it will do well f or 
the Government to take heed. 

1t may well be that the hon. 
Minister of Home Affairs has good 
intentions in bringing this Bill 
before the House. h may well 
be that he will handle this le�­
islation fai r l y .  Bu t wh;t 
guarantee is there that, in the 
future, our irresponsible Minis­
ter of Home Affairs will not use 
this Bill as a means of suppres­
siDg the population? 1Interrup­
tion.J You can be as;ured that 

'as long as we are on this side of 
the House that will never come 
about. T1he Prime Minister: 
11That js right; as long as y ou 
are on that side you cannot do 
anything.= I mean as long as we 
are on the other side. 

In India we see what is tak­
ing place largely because of the 
system they want to perpetuate 
there. They want to perpetuate 
capitalism in India, and so we 
see that th e re is turmoil an d 
unrest. In India they are ·using 
a Bill like this to suppress the 
people who are marching now be­
cause of tbe st ate of affairs 
that exist in that country. Let 
us have no misgivings about this: 
the inventor of the guillotine 
l ived long enough to be exe­
cuted by it . [Dr, Reid: 11 Is 
that a warning? 11] You can take 
it how you like, 

What we want in this country, 
w hie}, i s  d i  v:i <led r ight down 

the middle, is legislation that 
will enable us to escape the past _ 
and not recount it. If we ke ep_ 
Gn recounting the past and if we" 
draft legislation like this, we 
will find ourselves going back­
ward instead ·of forward, If we 
accept the situation as it exists 
today and g o  forward, we will 
see that there will be no need 
for legisla t ion of this kind. 
Why bring a Na ti onal Sec urity 
Bill beh:ire the House when there 
is peace an d concord i n  the 
whole country? 

The Gov ernment, i n  intro­
ducing the National Security Bill 
':it this tim e, will cert a inly 
show that it is not as since re 
il,S it is trying to make out be­
�ause the power t o  invoke the 
Emergency Regulat ions is still 
in the Const itution and, if the 
situation warrants and there is 
national disaster, strife or an 
uprising in the  land, we can 
always fall back upon the provi­
s:'..ons in the Constitution and de­
clare a State of Emergency. We 
can always invoke the Emergency 
Regulations and bring them bac k 
to life to deal with a situation. 
It is the Government's duty to 
do this, 

In his earlier remarks, the 
M::..nister of Home Aff airs sai.d 
that, when the previous Govern­
ment was in office and· there was 
strife in t he land, it did not 
move quickly enough to declare 
a State of Emergency. This Gov­
ernment has the power to declare 
a State of �ergency; it does not 
need a National Security Bill. 
'Why do you want  thi.s .th in g  on 
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our Statute-book? Why do you 
want to make it law? I c annot 
understand this. The country is 
not in a St ate where you want 
to decl are a State of Emer­
gency. You kn ow th at it will 
have to come to an end. Let it 
die, forget the past and enact 
legislation \hat will help the 
land in future years. Look for­
ward, do not look backward for 
legislation. If you legisl ate 
for future ye a r s, a n d  forget 
facts and figures of the p ast, 
you will be going. in the right  
direction. 

What are the reasons given 
earlier this afternoon for this 
measure bef o re the H ouse ? We 
have been given facts and figures 
of what took place in 1962, 1963 
and 1964. Is there any indic a­

tion that w hat t o ok pl ace il. 
tliose unhappy years is happening 
now or will happen tomorrow? If' 
it is going to h appen at all, 
why not declare a State of Emer­
gency and invoke· the Emergenc) 
Regulations ? This Go vernment 
has the power to do this, The 
day that this l aw is put on our 
Statute-book will be a sad� sad 
iay for this country. 

I notic e t h at, u nd e r  the 
provisions of this Bill, exten­
sive powers are given to the po­
lice. The police c an storm ii1Lo 
your house and search  for arms 
and ammunition. Wh at g1).arantee 
have I got ag ainst a poE.cem an 
who storms into my house, in a 
case where the norm al l aw pro­
vides that he must h ave a war­
; 
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rant, and say::-, 11 I am sea.rco1d ng 
for arms and ammunition'', when-, 
in truth and fact, he ::_"s search­
ing for bus h rum? This is how 
these powers can be abused. Take 
an incident that occurred atBlack 
Bush Polder, The Ministry of 
Agr:culture wanted to p revent 
paddy being t aken o ut of the 
Polder to mills outside.  An 
ofi:.cial fr o m  t h e  Ministry 
stepped in and closed the ga·tes. 
He was given the assistance of a 
Pohce Off:. cer. They stopped 
the trucks that came along,there 
was_ trouble, and then the -matter 
was taken to cour'C,, Th:..s :..s what 
transpires. 
ii.so p.m.

Obviously a la;ywer will want
to know wh at authority there is 
fo r closing o ff a public wav. 
They will s ay, "WE "were ace,:'.. .. nrr 
under the Road Traff:..c Ordinance. 1

' 

Obv.ously they were abus:'ng the 
Road Traffic Ordinance. That is 
why I am saying th at this power 
_to go in and search can certa:.nly 
be abused. [fhe Prime �inister:
"But it ex ists alre ady. "J le, 
does not exist except under the 
emergency. 

He re, a ny P o  l i c e Of  f :.. c e r 
h a s_th e right to go i n  a nd 
search. [fhe P rime -�Hoiste r:
"W11ere? It st ates, 'Inspect­
or'."] Eve n if it  :s an In­
specGor, he will still nPPd a 
warrant All h e  ha� t0 d� 
:i�. :insleuc.l o f  going where he 
should ha,f go ne with a w a r­
r�1n 

�r. Deputy Speaker: Time'. 
Mr. Ram Karren : I move that 

the hon. Me mber be r-ermit,ed 
to continue his speech. 
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Mr. Wilson seconded. 
Qµestion put and negatived. 

Mr. Stoby: In my opi nion, 
I feel that there is no necessity 
for. a Bill of this n atur-e to b€; 

.. 
. 

.. 

brought before this House. There 
is other ;iressing legislation to 
be made. I feel tnat preference 
should be given to other import­
ant m atters. 

This Bill is I!_robably import.,.­
ant tQ members of the Government. 
This Bill is strictly to assist 
them to continue in office. A's 
their period of office is drawing 
to a close, they w ill use these 
p rovisions to keep themselves in 
office by intimid ati n g  pe<:>ple 
so as to postpone f uture Elec­
tions. This Bill is desi gned 
strictly against the Oppos!tion. 
Any progressive.tho ught by the 
Opposition must be s u p pressed 
by ·the Gove rn ment, b ut at the 
same time it will allow its own 
kind of sub v ers i on to exist. 
Th:s Bill will protect Members 
on that side of the house so that 
they will be able to use the sub­
versive methods which are �lready 
being used in this country. 

We all know that there are 
many inform e rs • T h  e r e. a r e 
foreign personnel in this coun­
try working h and i n  h a nd w ith 
this Government, they are goi ng 
all around the country and they 
are usually disguised. Some are 
pretending to be parsons, and so 
on. For instance, never beforP 
did the interior missi ons get 
foreign visitors. But now they 
go around spying, trying to find 
out what is going on. That is 
why I b el i ev e  t his Bill i s  
s trictly t o  cre a t e  a Polic e 

State. This Bill is a kind nf 
Gest aI.JO set-up. At any hour of 
the night you can be removea to 
any part of the country, but I 
hope that i t  will n ot c a use 
further murder. 

I shall give you an example. 
You may remember when Bacchus, 
a Police Officer, went to catch 
a thief and he got shot. T he 
man who sho t him di d n ot get 
tn hour' s g a o 1 i n g • I f t h e  
policemen a re allowed t o  go in 
people's pr emises at any hour 
of the night, without a warra-nt, 
there are p eople who will pfob­
ably have g uns and w ho wou ld 
shoot with not only g uns, but 
other weapons such as arrows and 
bows for instance. Arrows and 
bows do not make noise. 

However , I sho uld l i ke to 
oppose this Bi 11 for se Ve r a l  
reasons. Let u s  t ake fr eedom 
of movement. In the Constitution 
it is state d t h at w e  h a v e  a 
right to freed o m  of movement. 
This Bill, first of all, is to 
keep Guyana under a pe rm anent 
State of Emergency. This country 
will alw ays be under emergency. 
I have s�d be f o r e ,  i n  t h is 
House, that emergency will become 
chronic. As long as the members 
opposite remain in office we will 
h ave an emergency. [Jhe Prim� 
\Hoister: 11 And when you go. in 
what will yo u do'l 11J W e  will 
revoke it. 
J 

This Bi ll is of n o  use to 
Guyana at the moment. If there 
were troubles, Violence and so 
on, then there would be need for 
it. Surely, we would all agree 
with that. But when the members
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of the Present liovern�Ant �ere in 
tne Oppo s1t 1on and there was a 
temporary emergency they kept a 
r acket about it and broke the  
Proclamation. 

Mr. Hamid: Mr. Speaker, the 
hon. Prime Minister is not in his 
seat and he is disturbing th e 
speaker. I ask that he either 
sit in his seat or be quiet. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: You have 
already ruled. 

ll"p.m. 

Mr. Stoby : I have l istened 
to the hon. Mi n i st er o f H o me 
Affairs who has been trying to 
impress this House and tne people· 
of Guyana that there is need ior 
this Bill. He said that he must 
take care of the inhabitants of 
this country. The point is that 
arresting people and sending them 
to prison may be security as far 
as the hon. Mi nister i s  con­
cerned, but it will no t be se­
curity for t h e  m a n  w h o  is i n  
prison. The Minister W3.:nts t< 
lock up peo ple , forg et tnem in 
prison, and p ro tect t hem wi th 
guns. That is what has been done 
to the people detained at Sibley 
Hall. The hon. Minister s a i d  
that the detainees at Sibley Hall 
were well p rovided for, but the 
most important thing we c heris h 
is our freedom. 

The indigenous people of this 
country believe in freedom, and 
many of them are wo rried to day 
because of the actio ns taken by 
this Government. Those p eoole 

are getting ideas as a result of 
education and asso ciation with 
others. The Amerin dian p eople 
are becomin g pro g r e s sive, and 
this Government will not be able 
to suppress them much longer. I 
will try to spe ak as much as I 
can in this House to def end the 
people's de m o c r a ti c  r i g h t s .  
Freedom of movement is something 
we have to fig ht for. W hen these 
poor people are arrested and im­
prisoned under this Bill, t hey 
will have t o  p ro ve themsel ves 
innocent. They will also have 
to get money to retain a l awyer 
to represent them. How can these · 
people prove themselves innocent 
when they d o  not have mo ney to 
retain a lawyer? S ome of those 
people do n o t  k n o w  a ny t hi n g 
about consulting a lawyer and so 
on, and they will be left 1n pr:i­
son for an indefinite period. 

This Go v e r n m  e n t s h o u l d 
appoint the Amerindian Conunissi on 
and give the Amerindians �he�r 
rights to the land in order thar, 
they may get money from the Cor­
poration to work the land. To­
iay we have a P a r l i a m  e n t a r y 
Secretary w ho is also an Amer­
indian. Why does he not see that 
this Government does something in 
this matter? 

This Bill is someth�ng very 
bad for Giiy a n a. M a ny p e o p l e 
who supported this Government at 
the last El ectio ns belie ve that 
this is a good Bill. They say: 
"Do nothing; fear nothing

11
• How 

are to you to know that you will
not get int o tro uble? I know
that a man can b e  fr a m e d .  I
know that a man can be picked up
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and charged for something he does 
not lmow anything about. I am in 
"total disag reem en t  w ith this 
Bill, and it should not have been 
brought before this House. 

It is kno wn that there are 
many educated people  i n  t h is 
country who are a g a in s t  this 
Bill - well educated people such 

 
as law officers and lawyers who 

'i cannot come here a n d  express
their views ag ainst this Bill. 

'- The students of the University 
P of Gu ya n a  asked the_ Govern­

ment to defer considera tion of 
this Bill f or six weeks. 1. The 
Leader of the Opposition asked 
�hat this Bill be deferred for 
.wo weeks, �ut the Government 

would not agree to that.: The 
Government is depriv ing people 
of their de mocr a t i c  rights by 
trying to rush this "!3ill through 
today •. Why does the Government 
wish to rush this Bill throug h 
th�s week? [lion. �embers (Gov­
ernment): "What about the Bill 
dealing �th rice?"] 

So f ar as the Bill dealing 
with rice is concerned, this Gov-­
ernment met on a Saturday in this 
House in order to rush the-Bill 
through. Anyway, I do not be­
lieve that this Bill will be dis­
cussed from now to Friday. There 
is no nee es si ty at all for this 
Bill. I believe that too mu ch 
powers are b eing placed in the 
hands of th e hon. Minis ter of 
Home Affairs; H is po wers are 
equal to that of the Governor­
General 's. Birds of a feat her 
flock together - both of them are 
the satne. 

Provisions) Bill 

The hon . Minister of Home 
Affairs is a pol itician and he 
will use his powers·in a politi­
cal manner. I think it would be 
better if he would use his powers 
in an economical manner, beq�use 
our country is r u n n i n g  i n t o  
trouble. I do not lmow what the 
Government is trying to do with 
the country . T h e  Gcve r n m e n t  
is deliberately t.rying t o  destroy 
this country. 

For instan c e, prod uce is 
cheap; the price of oranges is 
as low as 5 Or,e per h undred. W hy 
not introdu ce legis lation that 
will benefit the people of this 
country? At Elect i on time t he 
hon. Minister of F inance told 
the Amerind ians a l l  s orts o f  
things, but I dou bt whether h e  
will be able t o  get 600 vot.es at 
t.he next. Elect.ions. On t.he last. 
occasion t.he P.N.C. int.imidat.ed 
�he Amerindians. 

I should like t.o cone l u de 
my speech b y  saying t.ha t. t.here 
is no necessHy at. all for bring­
ing t.his Bill before t.his House, 
and I maint.ain my· st.and on t.his 
mat.t.er. The sHu a t.ion in t.his 
country does not. warrant. t.he in­
�roduct.ion of t.his Bill. I do 
not. want. t.o repeat. what. ot.hers 
have already said in t.his House. 
The Governm ent. is s aying t.ha t. 
t.his Bill is good for t.he coun­
try, but. I lmow t.ha t. a large num­
ber of members on t.hat. side of 
t.he House do not. helieve t.hat.. 

11.10 p.m. 

The members of t. he Govern­
ment. have no confidence in t.hem­
selves as t.hey were not. elec t.ed 
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•,o office. They t.ook !:.heir �eat.s 
on !:.heir own. I wish t.o compli­
ment. Dr. Ric hmond for resigning 
his so::a!:.. H is a grea !:. !:. hing 
he has done. During t.he last. de­
bate it. was said !:.hat. !:.he P.P.P. 
had asked !:. h e  h o n  • M emb er, 
Mr. Caldeira, !:.o resign. Mr. 
Caldeira re sign ed on  his own. 
[Interruptions.] I should like 
t.o end my s pe e c h  n ow. [Ap­
plause.] 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: A re 
!:.here any o !:. h e r sp e a ke rs o r  
would you l ike me !:.o p ut. t. he 
question? 

Or. Ramjohn: When, during 
one of t.he debat.es on a resolu­
t.ion t.o ext.end !:.he emergency, 
t.he Prime, M inis !:.er sa id he was 
cont.empla�ing t.he enact.men!:. o f  
a Nat.ional_ pecuri t. y  Ac!:. ,  I sai4 
that. t.he p�licy which !:.he Coali­
t.ion Govern men t.  was p ursu ing 
could only lead !:.o ruin and !:.he 
ext.ension of !:.he emergency, i n  
such a case,_was a necessity. 

In the year 1965 there was 
a recor·d nu mber of s !:.ri k es 1.n 
Guyana, and !:.he year 1966 will, 
t o  all app earances, s e e  t h e  
breaking o f  !:.he record which was 
set up then. There is a great 
deal of public diss-a!:.isfac !:.ion, 
a rising cos!:. of living, unem­
ployment. and a Government. almost. 
bankrupt.. My c oll eague, t. h e  
hon. Member Mr. C hase, has re­
m i n ded t h is H o use that t he 
Government has at no time govern­
ed, and never will govern, wit.b­
out declaration of a State of 
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Emergency or under a Bill such as 
the National Security Bill, which 
is a misnomer. 

In his opening address t. he 
hon. Minist er of H o me Affa irs 
,,,;ave some excellen !:. reasons why 
!:.his Bill s ho uld be rej ec t.ed. 
According !:.o !:.he provisions of 
!:.his Bill t.he Minister respon­
sible for t.he maint.enance of pub­
lic safe!:.y must. have a great. 
amount. of h oiles t.y, integrity, 
sincerit.y and infallibilit.y, and 
I do no!:. se e t. h es e  qua l i ties 
in !:.he hon. Mi n i s t. e r . T h e 
net. result. of t.his Bill w ill bi 
t.o convert. Guyana int.o one vas !. 
prison with ihe hon. Minist.er of 
Home Affairs as i t.s chief gaoler­
and wi !:.h every ci !:.izen in Guyana 
a pri�,oner. 

H is t. r u e  · t. h a  t. in t. .he 
circumst.ances prevailing in Guy­
ana today those bodi es which were 
so vocal in t.he pas r,, when meo 
sures were br0ught. before thi� 
House !:.o deal  wi !:. h  burning a nd 
loot.ing on behalf of t.he Uni !:.ed 
Force and !:. he P. N. C. , are n oil' 
silent.. It. is felt. by members 
of t.he People's P ro gressive 
Party - and I am sure n o  member 
of t.he public will deny it. and, 
even if members of t.he Governmen !:. 
deny it., t.hey secretly know i� -
t.hat. t.he provisions of !:.his Bill 
are primarily direc t.ed against. 
the leaders and supp or ',ers o f  
t.he People's Progressi\ n Party. 
This may give to those who oppose 
!:.he People's Progressi\e Part.y 
a sense of securi�y inasmuch as 
!:.hey will feel immune from t.he 
provisions of chis Bill. His­
t.ory, however, has t.aughr, !:.hat. 
where !:.he r:.gh t.s of c.; � ! zens are 
"'roded and !:.he' rema: n sile nt.. 
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the erosion becomes greater until 
eventually it. becomes t ot.al. 
Those who n ow feel secure wili 
eventually be caught. in the net 
of these same provisions. 

During the p ast.  t.wo w eeks 
it. bas become t h e  f ashion t o  
q u o t e r. he w o r d s o f Pas t. o r 
Niemoeller who, during the Bitler 
regime, whe n h e  was f i n a l l y  
cast. int.o prison, reflec t ed in 
sadness and SQ.id words t.o this 
effect., "When the Nazis came for 
connnunists I remained silent. be­
cause I was n ot. a commu nist.. 
When Hitler 's s t. orm tro op ers 
caJlle for th e Jews, who we re 
burned and mutilated, I remained 
silent. because I was not a Jew. 
When Hitler's henchmen came for 
t.he Catholics, I remained silent. 
because I was not a Catholic. 
When they finally came for me, 
there was no one left to protest 
for me." 

11.20 p.m.

History has shown that the 
rule of law is set our.. There is 
born a dict atorship w here the 
right.s of the indi,�dual no long­
er exist and, eventually, those 
same people who helped t.o create 
such a st.ate of affairs - in this 
instance the supp or t. ers of the 
Coali t.ion Go,ernmen t. - will, in 
the long run, feel t.he brunt. and 
the brut.ali t.y of t.hat same Go,­
ernment. which th e y  p laced in 
power, as s o  many people. in so 
many nations - in Hait.i, in Ger­
many - ha, e discovered to  their 
great misery and sadness. 

Previous speakers have said 
it is a con t.radic tion - in fact, 
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in my mind it. is a conundrum 
t.hat., in their s ojourn abroad, 
Ministers of t.he Government speak 
wit.h one t.o ngue and in  Gu yana 
t.hey speak with ano t.her. Bu t 
perhaps this is typical of the 
Government, for we read reports 
of speeches made b y  Ministers 
abroad t.hat e\'erything is under 
control, th at thei:e is peace, 
racial unity and. tranquillity in 
Guyana. Indeed, the '·architects 
and perpetrators of ,�olence now 
sit. on t.he Go\'ernmen t Benches 
reaping t.he fruits of what. t.he5· 
have sown. There is no  lon�er 
any reason for violence; t.here­
f ore, it is not amazi�· - and .it. 
is a fact. - that. there is peace 
and traiquillity in Guyana. How 
can this.Government. now tell us 
that there is no peace and tran­
quillity ,and that there is the 
necessity f or this ob noxious  
Bill? 

The hon. Prime Minister, sit. ­
ting in his seat just now, and 
the hon. Minister of Home Affairs 
have referred to De tent.ion Ac ts 
in other co u nt r i e s ,  n o t ab ly 
India. T o  my mind , in India, 
where there is a teeming popula­
tion of over 400,000,000 people 
who face famine and grave poverty, 
w here the divisions are very 
grave not only along racial lin�s 
but also-a long relig ious and 
cultural lines, where very often 
there is great upheaval, there 
may b e  need f or s ome extra­
ordinary power in  the hands of 
the Government.  But even  
in India, w here this  law has 
existed for so many years, per­
sons detained under the lav; can 
appeal against any decision of 
the Tribunal. Indeed they have 
appealed and have been set free. 



1309 National Security 21ST NOVEMBER, 1966 (Miscellaneous 

Provisions) Bill 

[DR. RAMJOHN:I 

Under the provisions of this Bill 
there can be no appeal against 
tb..e decisio n o f  .the Mi nis t er 
and the Tribunal. The decision 
is final. I am told that eyen 
in Rhodesia , with i t s  i l l egal 
and horrible regime w hich we so  
hate, there is  pro v i sion for 
appeal again st t he de c is i on. 
This Bill has no such provision. 

Let u s  take a clo s e r look 
at this Bill because I feel that 
we may be a bl e  t o  gle a n  s ome 
of the thoughts and the character 
of the men whose proposals these 
are. Let us take, for instance, 
clause 4 which states: 

4. (1) Subject to the pro vi­
sions of section 6, the Min­
ister may, if s atisfied with
respect to any p erson that,
with a view to pr e venting
him acting in any manner pre­
Judicial to public safety or
public order or the defenc e
of Guyana, it is necessary to 
provide for h i s  prevent i ve
detention, make an order -

(a )  directing th at he be 
detain ed; and 

(b) stating concisely the
grounds for such deten­
tion, so, however, that
no def ect of any kind
in s uch statement shall
invalidate the order. 11 

If we t ake a l o ok at. the 
Const.it.ution where it makes pro­
vision for detention in certain 

instances, we will see that Arti­
cle 5(3) st.ates: 

11(3) Any p e r s o n who 1s 
arrest ed or detained s hall 
be inform�d �s soon as rea­
sonably pr a ctica ble, in a 
language that he understands, 
of the r e  a s o n s  f o r hi s 
arrest • . •  11 

The op erative wor ds here are 
11 reasonably prac t.ica ble 11• Why 
were these wo :rd s 1 e f t o u t in 
this Bill? Clause 4 states: 

11 the Minister may, if 
satisfied· . . .  11 

What does it take to s atisfy 
the Minister? How much or how 
l ittl_e _ does it take to satisfy 
the Minister? Is he satisfied bv 
a notion-[Mr. Wilson: · 11 Hi s 
whim11J - or by a mere whim? The 
Constit utio n me rely stat e s  
"reasonable.practicable". I am 
quite sure that the hon. Attorney­
General a nd Mi n:i..ster of State 
could not have escaped'the dif­
ferent meani.ng which is in this 
Bill. 

Clause '4 of the Bill stat.es 
that t.he Mi nis t. er may make an 
order statfng c o n c i s e l y  t. h e  
grounds for a person's detention. 
Concisely! Article 5 (3) of t.he 
Constitution states: 

1n a l angu age 
that he understands, of the
reasons for his  arrest and  
det ention • • • 11 

The word 11 c o n c  i s  e 1 y II m e a n s  
11brieflyll, in two or three words. 
What does t. his mean? Why  put. 
t.his differ ent. i nt.erpre t at.i o n  
on arresting a man and depriving 
him of his liberty? Why couldn't. 
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the Bill s'ta t.e 11in a l a ngu a ge 
that. he understands, t.he reasons 
for his arrest.? 11 What is wro ng 
wit.h that.? This Bill gives t.he 
Minist.er aut.horit.y t.o st.ate 11con­
cisely11 , in a few words, not.bing 
or pract.ically not.bing. Then it. 
leaves out. t.he word s  11 in a lan­
guage that. he under s t.ands. 11 I 
hope t.hat. t.he Minis t.er - t.hough 
I will not. put. anyt hin g p ast.  
Members who sit. on the Government. 
Benches - will not. issue a Det.en­
tion Order in Sanskrit or Arawak. 

11.30 p.m.

It states in the same Article 
·5 (3) (b)

(b). upon reasonab le sus­
p1c1on of his having_commi tted 
or being about to com m it a 
criminal offence. 11 

In cl'li.p.se 4 (1) of the· Bill it. is 
stated: 

• • • · t h e  Minister
may, if satis f ied with re­
spect • • • 11 

It. does not. st.at.e anything about. 
bei� 11re�s onably11 s a tisfied. 
Again I ask, "How lit. t..le does it. 
take t.o _§a t.is·f�;him?11; Why. was 
this deliberately left. out.? What. 
is wrong wit.h inserting in t.his 
Bill t.he word 11reasonably111i' 

In cl.a.use 5 (1) of t.he Bil l 
it is st.at.ed'that: 

'
1Any person in respect 

of whom a detention order is 
in fore e m a y  b e  ar r es t e d 
without w a r  r a n t b y  a n  Y 
policeman and may be detained 

in such place and unQer such· 
conditions as the Minister 
may from time to time direct, 

In ot.her wo rds, any condi t.ions 
what.ever t. hat. t.he Minister may 
direct.; it. makes a;bso l ut. e ly no 
specification. The Minis t.er may 
direct. that. he be detained in a.n 
enclosed ro �m , in i s o  1 a t. i on , 
exposed to t.be_ cold or in any 10-,­
hum an condition s. ·1t is not· 
st.at.ed here t.hat. t.he man must. be 
t.rea. t.ed as a human ·being, t.ha t. he 
must.be subject. t.o conditions of 
detentio n which a perso�, for 
instance,may deem to be his 
right. It i s  not stated her,e' 
that the detainee, if ill, would 
be subject to medical attention. 
It is not stated here whether he 
shall eat one or two meals a day� 
It depends entirely on the direc­
tiov of the hon. Minister. 

In clause 5 (2) of t.he Bill 
it. is st.at.ed that. 

11As soon as practicable 
after any person is ·ar·rested 
in pursuan ce of a detention 
order, a copy thereof certi­
fied un der the hand of the 
permanent secretary shall be 
served by a policeman on such 
person and he shal  1 be in­
formed of his right, at hit. 
own expense, to retain and 
instruc t w i thout d e lay a 
legal a d v is e r  of his o w n  
choice and to hold com muni­
cation with such adviser and, 

in due course, to present his 
-:..ta.e, i n  pe rson· or b y  his 
1egal representative, before 
the Tribunal ." 

What. does t.he Minis t. er mean by 
t.he words, 11As soon as prac t.ic-
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able?" In the Constitution of 
Guyana which has provisions for 
Preventive Detention, it states 
clearly 11As soon as is reason­
ably '<pz:_acticable 11•• Perhaps the 
Minister ma y not consider it 
practicable -to inform the de­
tainee for nearly three months. 
�ile the detainee is- suffering 
1nhuman con ditions whi c h  the 
Minister has directed, he may 
take his time to consider what 
is 11practicable 11 • 

In clause. 5 (3) (b) it is 
stated that the Minister, by ?ub­
section (1) of this section, ma;> 
give directions as to the main­
tenance, discipline and punish­
ment for breaches of discipl ine 
of detainee s. There is a code 
of discipline for persons. There 
is prescribed punishment for 
persons who nave committed cri­
minal offences. Under th�s Bill, 
ft. is possible, nay, ·likely, that 
a large number, if not all, who 
will be detained will be innocent 
persons. Yet they are not even 
privileged to be treated as per­
sons. It means that if the Min­
ister takes a fancy to give the 
detainee a whippi ng, to order 
a reduced diet, to order that he 
be placed in so litary confine­
ment or tha t he goes  throug h  
the Chinese water torture, all 
these thing s w i 1 1 b e 1 e g a 1 
vHhin the provisions of this 
!ill - what ever the Mi n ister
,lirects! Yet, in this Bill the
importance of justice is referred
:.,ol

In clause 7 (2) and (3) H 
is stated: 

"(21 The Tri b u n al shalI 
consist �f a chainnan and two 

other m emb ers w ho s hall be 
ap pointed by t he Chancellor 
from among person s who are 
J udges of the Suprem e Court 
of Jud i ca tu re o r who a re 
qualified to be appoin ted as 
Puisn� Judges of t he High 
Court. 

(3) T h e  Mi n i ster, a fter
consultation with the Chair­
man of the Puhl i c S erv ice
Comm�ssion, may d esignate any 
p ublic offi cer to p erform 
the function s o f  secretary 
to the Tribunal and may re ­
voke any su.-h d esignation. 11 

The Constitution envisages that 
when the Tribunal is set up, it 
shall ensure absolutely its own 
indep_endence. T his Trib unal 
shall consist of three persons 
who shall b e  appointed by the 
Chancellor; the secretary of this 
Tribunal shall be appointed by 
the Minister after consultation 
with the Chairman of the Public 
Servi ce  Commission. We must 
1ear in mind that the secretary 
can bring great influence to bear 
ofi this Tribunal because the se­
cretary will sit in on the delib­
erations of this Tribunal and 
will be the instrument by which 
reports will pass b etween the 
Tribunal and the detainee. 

. I, naturally, ask the ques­
t 10�-:. If three such highly 
quahhed' gentlemen are to form 
a Tribunal, are they such idiots 
that they are incapable of choos­
ing a secretary who can perform 
the functions which they desire, 
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in order th at. th ey may ensure 
their absolute independence? 

�. Deputy Spealer: You have 
one minute to wind up. 

11.40 p.m. 

There is much more than one 
can say regarding the pro,·isions 
of this Bil l to show where i t  
is no�h ... ng but an atrocious piece 
of legisla�ion which will remain 
h Guyana i o r  a long time if ,  
perch&.nce, this Government re­
mains in office to suppress and 
terrorise �he c itizens o f  this 
count1y. I wou.1.d be amiss in my 
dut.y �o the party which I sene 
and to those members of t.he elec­
torate 111ho haye pla c ed me i n  
this House \\'ere I not to protest 
most strongl:V against. this wicked 
piece of legisl at i on .  I say 
empha�jcally that I am opposed 
to this barbaric Bill. 

\tr. Persaud: Those who are 
seek-ing toda�· t.o enact. legisla­
tion in �his House without ta.long 
ad\'ice from� embers on this .side 
will not find H an easy matter. 
I am not going to predict what is 
going to happen in this countr.,. . 
In \iew of this, one would ha\'e 
expected that  th e G o vernmen t, 
instead of creati ng a situation 
whereby more force would be used 
to create fears in the minds of 
Guyanese, would have embarked 
on a programme which would ha\'e 
helped to create an atmosphere 
of peace and g o o d w ill. 

What bothers me very much is 
that those who are vocal today 
about just.i ce and t.he securi ty 

Provisions) Bill 

of the ::>t.ate are ttie \'ery people 
who, on a num ber of occasions 
in public a nd in private, pro­
voked a breach of the peace in 
this country. The hon. �over of 
the Motion is n ot excluded from 
this char/le. I was present within 
the very precincts of this build- · 
ing on the occasion when tt1e now 
hon. Minister of liome Aff i=drs 
was walking around this House 
�olding a b ig p la c ard . E,· en 
�ho112h ther e wa.s provisi on in 
;;.hose days to prevent. p e opl e 
from picke t.ina, the then Go\'ern­
men� did no t. e nf ore e the law 
because i� believed in the liber­
ty of the populace and beli eved 
that. people should have t.he right. 
to Jemonst.r at. e a n  c! p r o t e s  t 
against what they felt. was YwTOng. 
The now hon . '.-linis t er of Ho me 
Affairs not. o n ly moved around 
wi:.h a pick�t., but. I was present. 
w�en he took a placard and struck 
the car in which the then Premier 
(Dr • .Ja.ganJ was travelling. [\!r. 
d' A,!lUiar: nr c;aw Dr. JW?an shoot 
an innocent. man from his car.ii'] 

The hon . Minister ·ot 11ome 
Aff�rs, a man in wh�se yard 500 
det.onators were found, is today 
using t.�s forum to place on the 
Statute Boo k o f  t.his c oun trv 
laws to give him t he rig ht t"o 
decide who must be free and who 
must re imprisoned. These are 
facts that Guvanese will take a 
long time to ·forget.. The only 
way in which this Government. w'!.11 
help the Guyanese population t.o 
forget thes e incidents is for 
it t.o do things that w'!.11 create 
a ?ituation of goodwill - a sit­
uation where all can be satisfied 
that. they a re f r e e t o ma  k,f a 
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0ontribut.ion r..o the welfare of 
this country. 

When I decided t.o enter t.he 
i::iolit.ical field, I jo ined t ht 
P.P.P. [Interr uption.] I did 
not. join th e U •. D. P. and t hen 
turn to the P.N.C. When I was 
in Canada I spoke wit.h the hon. 
Minister about t.he holidays in 
this c ountry. I said that. t.he 
Hindus felt t.h at. a p articular 
holiday should forDI part. of t.he 
national ho liday s true t.ure of 
�his country. He replied; "What. 
do we care what. the Hindus feel? 
They do not. vo  t.e for  us." H e  
is supposed t. o  b e  a religious 
man, but. I do not. want. to judge 
t.he entire Gov e rnment by h i s  
actions. If t.ha.t. is the feeling 
of every Minister oft.his Govern­
m en t, then_ Guyan a has  dark 
days t.o face. They cannot. deny 
t.hat all of their act.ions, since 
they have taken over t.he Govern­
ment., have been aimed at a par­
ticular sect.ion of t.his commun­
ity. Rice is a shining example, 
but. there a re m any i n cident s  
that. have occur.red which have 
caused many people  to examine 
wit.h care this measure proposed 
by t.he Government. in t.his Nation­
al Assembly. 

The hon. Mini s  t.er of H o me 
Affairs seeks t.o call t.his Bill 
a National Security Bill, but it. 
should be c al l ed a 111Na  t. ion  al  
&andal Bil l". Secu r i  t.y  fo r 
whom? He seeks v ery oft.en in 
this National Assembly t.o ci t.e 
India. Why cit.e India? He be­
lieves that by ci  t.ing India he 
will be abl e to create b.1 the 
minds of· a sect.ion of t.he commun-

:..ty that. the G-overnment. :.s fol­
lowing the pat t.ern of things in 
India. 
11.50 p. m. 

This country has a p opu la­
.:.ion of abo ut 650,000 peo p le. 
India, as  one hon .  Member said 
ea.rlier, has a population of many 
millions. It has several st.at.es 
- as far as I can remember off­
hand, there are 14 - not three
counties. Therefore, we cannot.
honestly ar g u e t. h a  t. be c au s e
India has a certain law on i t.s
St.at.ut.e Book, the s ame law is
applicable t.o Guyana. It is a
very poor argument..

Tonight we heard 21 poin t.s 
against t.he Bill, but the Minis­
ter has not. at.tempted to give 
even one point. in support. of t.he 
Bill which he has introduced and 
for which he seeks t.he approval 
of all Members of the Assembly. 
He mentioned India, but. even H 
there is a Preventive Detention 
Act in India, it -is dif:: ere nt. 
from the one before t he Hou se 
now. This is t.wo hundred per 
cent worse than the one in India. 
In 1ndia a person de t.ained has 
the right t. o g o b e f o r e t. .h e 
Supreme Court if he disagrees· 
with t.he ruling of the Tribunal. 
Not. only that.; there was a ruling 
in the Supreme Court. of India 
on this mat. t.er . I seek your 
permission, si r, t o  quote two 
cases from a report. in the Week­
end Post a nd Sunday Argosy of 
November 20, 1966. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker: You may 
read from it but do not quote. 
I will not allow any Member 'to 
quote from a newspaper. 
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Mr. Persaud: This was a 
decision give n on the 16th ·Feb­
ruary, 1966: 

11Briefl y, the facts are 
that on e G. S adanandan, a 
kerosene oil dealer, was de­
tained u n d e r t h e I n d i a 
Defence Rules on an order by 
the Hom e S e  c r e  ta r y o f the 
Kerala Government. 

Sadanandan felt that 
the order against him was in­
valid and unjustifi ed and he 
appealed to the Supreme Court 
of India. 

rihe Supreme Court held 
that the d et ention order by 
the State of Kerala against 
Sadanandan �as mala fide and 
directe d that the State of 
Kerala pay Sadanandan•s costs 
fixed at 500 rupees . 

The Chief Ju stice, wh o sat 
as the Chairman of the panel of 
Judges, observed:· 

When we come across 
orders of this kind by which 
citizens a r e  de pr  i v e d o f 
their fundamental right to 
liberty without a tri al on 
the ground that the emerg�ncy 
pn>claimed by the Pr esident 
in 1962 still �ontinues, and 
the powers conferred on the 
appropriate authority by the 
De fence o f I n d i a R u  l e s 
justify the deprivati on of 
such liberty, we feel·unduly 
disturbed by the thought that 
the cont inuous exercise of 
the very wi de powers con­
ferred by the Rules t>n the 
several authori.ties is likely 

to make the cons ci eQ.ce o"f 
these authorities ins ensi­
tive, i f  not blunt, to the 
oaramount requirement of the 
Cons ti t u t i o n t h a. t e v e n 
during an emergency the free­
dom of the Indi an citizen 
cannot be taken away without

the existence of justifying 
necessity sp ecif i ed by the 
Rules themselves. 

1he tendency to treat 
these matters in a somewhat
casual and cavalier manner 
which c onceivably r es ults 
from the continuous use of 
such unfetter ed powers may
ultimat ely pose a s er ious 
threat to the bas ic· values 
on which the democratic way 
of life in this countr y is 
founded. 11 

Tiie Oiief Justice then 
went on to point ou.t the de­
fects in the Home Secretary's 
order. H e  f ound that the 
affidavit filed by the Home 
Secreta ry was so def ective 
and so vagu e and ambiguous 
that it was not known which 
authori ty, acting for the 
State of Kerala, in fact, ex­
amined the 'fase against the 
petitioner and what was the 
nature of the material placed 
before such authority. 

The affidavit, the 
Oiief Justice found, did not 
contain any ave rmen t that, 
after the material had been 
examined by the appropriate 
authori ty, h e  r ea ched the 
conclusion that he was satis­
fied th at t he p etitioner 



1321 National Security 21ST NOVEMBER, 1966 (Miscellaneous 

Provisions) Bill 
1322 

[MR. PER SAU DJ 

should have bee n de t ained 
with a view to preventing him 
from action in a oanner pre­
judicial to the maintenance 
of supplies and s ervices 
essential to the life of the 
com mun1 ty. 

There 
reported. 
the St.ate 
or.hers -

is  also another case 
This was the case of  

(Quinn} v. Ryan and 

"•The judg em e n t  w a s  
d� liver e d o n  De c em be r 4 , 
1964, and the Court was con­
stitute d  by 0' Da ly (Chie f 
Justice), Lavery, Kingsmill, 
Moore, Walsh and Haugh. 

The Chi e f  Ju st ice 
said: 'It was not the in­
tention of the Constitution 
in gua r a nt eeing the funda­
mental rights of the citizen 
that those rights should be 
set at nou g ht or circum­
v ented. 

1be intention was that 
ri gh ts o f s u b s t a  n c e we r e  
being assured to the i ndi­
vidual a nd the Courts were 
the cus t o d i a n s o f t he s e 
rights. •t 

Ag r e e in g  wit h  the 
Chief Justice, Mr .· Justice 
Walsh said: 'It is quite 
clear tha t  a right to apply 
to the H i g h C ourt or any 
iudge thereof is conferred on 

cvpry person who wished to 
challenge the leg ality of his 
•ietentlon.

It mus t f o ll ow, 
therefore, that any J "W which 
makes it possible to frus­
trate that right must be in-. 
valid havin_g r e g a  ra to t he 
provisions of the Constitu­
tion. 

In Ind la, thEref o r e, H igh 
Court Judges ruled against this 
type of d.e t. e n  t. i o n. Wh a t  : s 
important in these two cases is 
that the Preventive Det ention 
Act permits detainees to go before 
the High Co u r t. s • I say this  
fearlessly: A large number of 
people in t.his country have very 
great res erv at.i o ns ab out th e 
judiciary in this c ountry. I 
do concede that. in order t.o dis­
cuss specific cases a subst.ant.i\e 
Mot.ion mu st. be brought.  before 
this House. [Interruptions. J 
I include the Judge who adjourned 
the Court. in New Ams t.erdam to 
�ome and get direct.ions. If peo­
ple are in a posit.ion t.o question 
�he very judiciary in this coun­
try how can· this Minister honest.­
ly ask us t.o giv e support. t.o i 

p olitical Tribun al? The j ud� 
ciary, so far as the Constit.utioL 
is concer ned, sh ould h ave n 
political interference. The Min­
ister wan ts to ask us to go be­
fore a po litical T ribun al. I 
do not. wish t.o discuss the Di�­
mond case with the Prime rilnist.er 
tonight, ot herwise he is going 
to leave t.h e As sembly ag ain. 
Becauseof go�ernmental  influ­
ence a mat.t er, brought. befo re 
the Supreme Court., was  t ried. 
before t.he scheduled h our. It. 
was tried at 8 o'clo ck in the 
morning. [Interruption.] It is 
normal practice for all Cour�s 
in t.his country - and I have been 
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., 
with t.he m for ov er n1.ne ye ars 
t.o meet a� t.he ho ur of nine in 
t he morning, but. on t.his specific 
occasion, because of government­
al,Jnf.l�E}nc e and be cause  t.he 
Prime Minis ter was direc t.ly in­
vo lved, the Co u r t. s a t. a t. 8 
o'clock in t.he morning. 

ADJ OUR NM ENT 

Resolved, 1111'hat. t.his Assembly 
do now adjo urn un t.il Tue s d ay, 
22nd November, 1966, at. 2 p.1n. 11 

ltr. Bissember. J

Adjoirn ed accord ing 1 y at 
12 midnight • 
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