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PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES
OFFICIAL REPORT

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE SECOND SESSION (1959—60)
OF THE FIRST LEGISLATURE OF THE WEST INDIES,

CONSTITUTED UNDER THE WEST

INDIES,

(FEDERATION) ORDER IN COUNCIL, 1957.

8th Sitting

HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The House met at 2.30 p.m.
Prayers

[Ny SpEAkER in the Chair)

EMERGENCY POWERS BILL

To “inake special provision for periods
of emergency”, presented by the Prime
Minister and read a First time.

APPROPRIATION BILL, 1960
(Second Reading)

Order read for resumption of adjourned
Debate [30th November, 1959] on Ques-
tion [19th November, 1959] “That the
Bill be now read a Secc{»nd time.”

Question again proposed.

The Prime Mirnister: I am afraid
that I have to ayologise not merely to the
Opposition but to my friends and enemies
who have chosen, in a way which has not
really surprised me, to take the oppor-
tunity during my absence on a bed of

- sickness, thousands of miles away, to

Tuesday, 1st December, 1959

condemn me on an accusation that I
didn’t even know about.

I had always thought that In every
Territory brought up in British traditions
the greatest felon was told beforehand
what the charges against him were, and
evidence was taken against him and then
he was given an opportunity to defend
himself. But apparently the way things
are going on in West Indian politics to-
day, we have got to the stage where if
any person, and for whatever reason,
wishes to attack a politician, he has only
to make an accusation against that
politician and that politician’s erstwhile
close friends will stab him in the back.

Dr. Radix: That is
they did to you.

exactly what

The Prime Minister : I want to hear
all the remarks possible. When I have
finished some people will put their heads
in the sand and try to bury themselves.
—[Interruption] — I did not hear what
the hon. Member said.

Mr. Cargill: Nobody on this side of
the Hous: has said anything.
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The Prime Minister : Mr. Speaker,
when I was in Australia I got a letter
from Jamaica, one from Barbados and a
cable from Trinidad and none of these
three communications told me exactly
what was happening. The Jamaica letter
merely said that if I could possibly pass
through Jamaica, I should do so and I
would hear all the facts —that is all.
The Barbados letter said: “There is a
conspiracy afoot. You will need all your
ingennity to answer it”. The cable, a long
one, and more or less an official cable,
said : “You are reported to have made
some statements in North America which
have been used against you in Jamaica
and in other West Indian organs of the
Press, and it will be a very good thing if
vou can get back quickly in order to
answer it”. The hon. Member for Surrey
is laughing now; before I finish he won’t
laugh.

Mr. Hill: Won’t you
laugh ?

allow mie tlo

The Prime Minister: Nobody is
stopping the hon. Member from laughing
now nor is anybody going to stop him
from crying in another hour and a half.
This is a democracy.

The point I am trying to make is that
democratic processes did not take place
last month. I don’t know what has hap-
pened to the hon. Member. It may be
that a very undemocratic thing took
place in the hon. Member’s country. I
wonldn’t be surprised.

If during my remarks I should say any-
thing to cause langhter, I would ask hon.
Members to remember that I couldn’t be

more serious than I am today. Never in
thirty years of public life have I felt more
bitter and more conscious of the necessity
of my speaking blnntly and plainly than
I feel this afternoon.

1 repeat, as my major premise, that in
a British country the vilest man is told
what he has done wrong. He is given a
copy ef the accusation the police have
against him, he is given a chance of read-
ing it. a chance of getting a lawyer to
defend him, and if he doesn’t like a lawyer
he is given a chance to defend himself.

Dy, Buhaney : Except in Income Tax
law.

The Prime Minister: Let Members

take it that way.- They won’t take it

that way by the time I sit down.

Only after a man is told what the
charge against him is — I say bluntly and
frankly that when I read this cable which
is a long one—a whole foolscap sheet,
dealing with several matters in The West
Indies —I came to the Conclusion that
I might have been thought to have said
too much about Chaguaramas. That I
did deliberately. I appealed to my audi-
cnce in strong terms. In spite of what Mr.
Domingo has written there were hundreds
of people in a large room; invitations were
sent out; a numlyer of people came to
show their interest in Federation. Most
of them were West Indians, but a number

,of Americans were also there and I rubbed

it in as much as I could. -

I am not going to get up Jjnd listen to
just what was said; I am not going to
stand up in Woodford Square, and say
what the Premier of Trinidad sayvs about























































































































