1695 Members Present

" LEGISLATIVE COUNCGLL.

Thursday, 21st December, 1944.

The Council met at 2 pm. His
Excellenecy the Governor, Sir Gordon
James Lethem, K..C.M.G., President in
the Chair

PRESENT.

The President, His Excellency tne

Governor, Sir Gordon James Lethem,
K.C.M.G.
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary,

Mr. W, L. Heape, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mer,
E. O. Pretheroe, M.C,, K.C,

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer,
Mr. E. F. McDavid, C.B.E.

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, O.B.E.,
.KC. (New Amsterdam),

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, C.B.E.
(Georgetown North).

The Hon. J. A. Luckhoo, K.C.
(Nominated).

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western
Essequibo).

The Hon. J. I de Aguiar (Central

Demerara).

The Hen. H. N, Critchlow (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E. (Nomi-
nated).

* The Hon. M. B. G, Auystin, O.B.E.
(Nominated),

-
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The Hon.. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E.
(Georgetown Central)..

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E.

(Georgetown South).

The Hon. J. B. Singh, O.BE.
(Demerara-Essequibo).

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western
Berbice).

The Hon. H.  C. Humphrys, X.C.
(Eastern Demerara).

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North West-
ern District).

The Hon. J. W. Jackson, O.B.E.
(Nominated).

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequiho
River).

The Hon. A. M. Edun (Nomi-

nated).
The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated).

The Hon. C. P. Ferreira (Berbice
River).

The Clerk read prayers.

The minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on the 20th December,
1944, as printed and circulated, were
confirmed.

ANNOUNCEMENTS."

BusiNness OrF THE COUNCIL.

The PRESIDENT: With regard
to our business I would like to express
my gratitude to Members, who had been
attending Council this last week, that
within the last two days we have got.
on fairly well. As I said last night,
there are only four heads remaining—
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Fost Office, Transport and Harbours,
Colonial Emergency Measures and Edu-
cation—to complete our consideration
of the Estimates, and what 1
propose to do is to take the head “Post
Office” at 2 o’clock and then go an 1o
Transport and Harbours, but as I have
been asked by the hon. the Colonial
Treasurer to hold a meeting of Mem-
bers and discuss privately the Colonial
Emergency Measures I prepose, if we
get through tbe head “Transport and
Harbours’™, to proceed tomorrow to
such a meeting. If not, we will adjourn
at 3.30 o’clock for a few minutes and
I can hold that desired meeting when
I am prepared to give an hour. Maybe
there is a chance of finishing actually
the Committee stage tonight. If we
make good progress I feel we may not
meet tomorrow. That will enable us
to take next week the debate of the
resolutions which, I understand, hon.
Members would like to speak upon. nd
I will give as many days as may he
necessary next week. Tuesday being a
public holiday, I propose to have that
meeting on Wednesday and go on as

long as Members care to continue *hat
debate.

The only other business is a comi-
paratively short Bill that I see on %he
agenda. As I said before, I find it
extremely difficult to give any time to
Legislative Council business in Janu-
ary and, if there is anything to be
done, I would ask to be excused as T
will have Sir Frank Stockdale coming
during the first week and, as I said
some time ago, his Engineering Adviser
will be coming on the 1s% January. As
I have mentioned before, the Governor
of the Federal Territory of Brazil
wishes to meet me on the frontiar;
and now I am to receive a visit from
the Governor of Surinsm towards the
latter part of January

DRAINAGE AND IRRIGATION SCHEMES.

As regards Sir Frank Stockdale’s
visit his -prineipal objective is, he
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hopes, to finalize our Draingge and
Irrigation project and he will pay a
special visit to the Corentyne. He will
come to a definite decisiom, as I have
said before, on our programme for the
immediate next few years. In that
connection I am issuing to Members
copies of the comprehensive despatch
of the 31st January, 1943, which had

been printed but marked “Confiden-
tial. Not for publication.” There ars
several reasons for+ that. I quoted

certain matters the issuing of which
had not been sanctioned for publication

by the Secretary of State. Now I
have got his approval with certain
verbal amendments. That is to say

turning the direct quotation into &an
oblique one. I think that will be con-
siderably convenient as it sets out, as
envisaged two years ago. the full com-
prehensive plan of irrigation and drain-
age.

In this connection I am quite happy
to announce that with the sanction of
the Secretary of State I shall proceed
to acquire for our use the dredge
“Demerara’” now operating in the Dem-
erara River. That will be available
almost immediately. It is intended to
send it round to the Bonasika Schemie
at the beginning of January and i}
will of course speed up the prosecution
of that work very greatly indeed. I
now propose, therefore, to ask the
Council to move into Committee and
proceed with the Post Office estimates.

ORDER OF THE DAY

ESTIMATES, 1945,

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Mr.
McDavid): I move that the Council
resolve itselfl into Committee for the
purpose of resuming consideration of
the following motion:—
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“That this Council approves the Esti-

- mates of Expenditure to be defrayed irom

Revenue during the year ending 3ist

December, 1945. which have been laid on
the table.”

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (M.
Heape) seconded.

Motion put, and passed.
CounciL IN COMMITTEE.

Mr. ROTH: May I crave your
indulgence before proceeding with the
head “Post Office” to ask you kindly
to recommit head XXXVI — Public
Works (Annually Recurrent)—for a
few minutes?

The CHAIRMAN: We will pro-
ceed as promised with the head “Post
Office,” The hon. Member will have
an opportunity later on to say what he
desires.

1?0sT OFFICE.

Item 1 (8 — Postal Agents

$5,546.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I
am asking the Council to approve of an
increase by $120 and the item carried
out at $5,666. I think it is necessary
to have a postal agent. on the Demerara
River in connection with the Mackenzie
Airport Scheme and the operations at
Seba.

Question put, and agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN: Temporary
War Bonus, the purchase of a . type-
writer and part of item 17, which is
for the purchase of a new bicycle, will
have to go under extraordinary expen-
diture. I propose to take out item T—
Furniture—and permit that to be done
by allocation. from a block vote shown
under Public Works,
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Item 5—Conveyance of Maals.

Mr. HUMPHRYS: Under the head
“Other Charges”, 1 would like tv
enquire whether the amount of the
contract in respect of the conveyance
of internal mails has been increased,
whether the rates are as before and,
if they are increased, to what exteat?

Myr. SHARP (Postmaster-General) :
An increase has besn made to cover the
Essequibo Mail Contract which is :ost-
ing more than it hitherto has.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: By how
much, may I ask?

Mr. SHARP: The increase is,. 1
think, in the .vicinity of $100 per
month.

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I would like
some information about that. How has
the contract been increased by $100 per
month on what it was previously, say
in pre-war days? One can undersfand
an increase to meet increased expendi-
ture. Whatever the figure was befora,
it has now gone up considerably. I
think some explanation ought ta be
given as to why such a large increase
is made.

Myr. SHARP: The old mail con-
tract expires on the 31st December.
New tenders were advertised for; the
matter was put up to Government and a
new contracter has been appointed at a
new rate.

Mr. HUMPHRYS: That still does
not; answer the question. Why is it
necessary to increase it to that rate—
$100 per month more? What was the
rate before? It seems a large increase.

Mr. SHARP: The present contract
requires the conveyance of emergency
mails. The old Contractor had only two
cars, but the person who has been given
the new contract is the possessor of
three cars and can meet all emergency
mails requirements,
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Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I would
like a little further explanation. We
have got it from the Postmaster-Genetal
that tenders were called for and con-
sidered. 1 would like to know whether
the person to whom the contract has
been given at this increased rate was
the cheapest tenderer.

Mr. SHARP: 1 am not quite sure
the old contractor was not the cheap-
est. Speaking from memory his tender
was’in the neighbourhood of about $123
per month.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I have nog
up to now referred to any one persom.

Mr. SHARP: Do I understand the
hon. Member to ask whether the tendes
accepted was the lowest?

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: Yes.

Mr. SHARP: It was not.

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I am not con-
cerned as to whether the tender accept-
ed was the lowest or whose tender was
accepted. I desire to know what was the
cost of the previous contract, how
much per month and how much is this
one now? Why this enormous
increase? One would understand a
reasonable increase on the last contrac-
tor's price. What is the difference in
the prices now?

Mr. SHARF: The full facts were
reporied to Government. The old
Contractor’s, tender was not recom-~
mended by me after examination by me
and officers who had experience in the
matter. The old Contractor, in my
opinion based on six years’ experience
of him, was not satisfactory. The main
thing was, he did not own the vehicle
with which he had to perform the
service. He used a ’bus.

Myr. HUMPHRYS: I do ask that
I be given an answer to a very simple
question. What price the old Contrac-
tor did the job for?
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The CHAIRMAN: Can you give
the figure?

Mr. SHARP:
per month.
$240.

I think it was $135
The present figure is

The CHAIRMAN: I will ask the
hon. the Colonial Secretary to explain.
He knows all about it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T
only know the principle and not the
details. I will get the files and have
it looked up for the hon. Member. I3
came to my notice on appeal that the
old Contractor should be allowed to
continue his comtract. My answer was
that it was a matter for the Head of
the Department concerned, and 1
referred the matter to the Head of the
Department and also to the Controller
of Supplies and Commodities, because
it had been suggested to me that the
old Contractor was not given a fair
deal, as he could not run the contract
because he could not get the necessavy
supplies. I went into the matter very
carefully. I saw the Postmaster-
General at the time and I sent for the
Controller. The Controller satisfied me
that the old Contractor had been given
a fair deal in respect of spares and
tyres in so far as the Commodity Con-
trol was concerned, and that the allega-
tion that the Postmaster-General was
trying to get out of the contract by
refusing to allow the Contractor to get
supplies was not true. It therefore
seemed obvious to me that in a depart-
mental matter if the Postmasier-
General was not satisfied with the
performance of the old Contractor he
was perfectly at liberty to give it to a
higher contractor. There was nothing
to Dbind Government to retain the old
Contractor, and I left the matter in
the hands of the Postmaster-General. 1
think the answer is, the Postmaster-
General preferred the new Contractor
as he was not satisfied with the old
Contractor. That is the remson for the
change of the contractor.




















































































1757 FEstimates, 1945

presume that mnothing of that
$10,000 has been spent. We are uow
usked to vote $5,000 for 1945 Your
Excellency has seen that stelling. It
looked like a wonderful feat of engin-
eering. I have been there on several
occasions and it seemed to me to be
dangerous to traffic. One cannot even
drive a car on the stelling properly, and
with people coming and going it
becomes dangerous. To talk abcut
enlargement of that stelling is definitely
wrong. The word should be re-enlarge-
ment because it was enlarged under
five years ago.

Mr. GORING: I may assure the
hon. Member that I feel very guilty
about the Morawhanna stelling, and T
must apologize to him because I had
promised to do it tbis year, but owing
to pressure of work we have not ot
around to that stelling. We intend to
enlarge it and, if possible, put a shed.

With regard to the Berbice stell-
ing T find that it was built with Berbice
greenheart by a Berbice contractor,
and it ought to be good. (laughter).

Mr. JACOB: Tt is not; it is far
too small. We are burdened with these
annuities, and I think the Department
has been burdened further with faulty
purchases from the time Government

has taken over these services. I say
nothing more.
PuBLIc WORKS_ANNUALLY
RECURRENT
The CHAIRMAN: The hon. the

Seventh Nominated Member (Mr. Roth)
asked me to recommit Head XLV—
Public Works-Annually Recurrent. 1
think we are justified in doing so. It
is on page 76, item T7__ Historic Sites,
Ancient Buildings and Landmarks,
$200. The hon. Member is, I think, tha
Chairman of the Historic Landmarks
Committee who have a large list of
places which they c¢onsider worth
restoring. I find on the file that particu-
lar reference is made to Fort Zeelandia
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in the Essequibo. A certain amount of
money has been spent there, and ,I can
agsure Members that the work has been
very well done. The Public Works
Department has put up what it considers
a complete estimate for vrestoring
the site and maintaining it. An estimate
of $3,200 was sent to Government and
the Director of Public Works was
authorized to put that figure on- the
estimates. For some reason which T do
not understand he has not done so at
all.

Item 7 is recurrent expenditure
and we do not want to spend that
amount every year, but as a piece of
capital expenditure and an extraordinary
item perhaps the Councii will be pre-
pared to consider whether it is worth
while,

Mr. ROTH: Actually it is an
extraordinary expenditure. The position
is that there is a certain amount of
ercsion. and the engineers have come
to the conclusion that if a stone apron
was put down the Fort would last many
vears more, but the longeyr it is delayed
the more it will cost. As you know, sir,
and as Members who have travelled up
the Essequibo river know. Fort Zee-
landia is one of the finest relice wn
have of the Dutch occupation. and it
would be a vity to allow it to disapn=ar
altogether. A sum of $3.200 is required
to rut it in a safe condition.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I am undev the
impression that it was to be verified in
the Draft Estimates. but I am afraid
that the Public Works Depatrtment is
so overburdened at the moment that we
thought it advisable to put it in. It is
under consideration, but T do not think
it will be possible even to attempt it.

The CHAIRMAN: I did see some-
thing on the file about the difficulty in
procuring stone. The question is
whether it is worth nutting the item
in this year. We can put it in so as to-
keep it alive,
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Mr. WIGHT:
stone supply for
inordinate demand
sea defences.

it is a question of
which there is an
on the West Coast

Mr. LEE: I would suggest that the
money be voted, and if stone can be
obtained the work could be done.

The CHAIRMAN: May I put it

under “Extraordinary’ without any
money attached? That swould keep it
alive.

Mr. WIGHT: I suggest that the
matter might Dbe forwarded to the

Director of Public Works. We may be
able to work it under block vote if we
can get stone.

The CHAIRMAN: We can put it
on the estimate under its name without
any particular sum attached. In that
way it would not die a natural death,—
or would Members like to press for the
actual sum to be put in?

Mr. ROTH: T accept that.

The COLONIAL TREASURER:
move that under Public Works-
Extraordinary item 3-General Works,
$57,100-be increased to $57,200, and that
in Appendix F the following item he
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inserted: ‘“Production Works at Fort
Zeelandia. Fort Island-$100.”

Agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN: We have come to
the end of the Estimates except for two
small items undey “Education” which
we will consider in Executive Council
on Saturday, and which will only take
a few minutes at our next meeting in
Council. What I propose to do is to
adjourn the Council until 2 o’clock on
Wednesday when we can have a debate
on the resolution for the approval of
the Estimates. Members can then debate
the whole question of the Estimates and
the Budget as much as they like. for
which they can have the rest of the
week.

Mr. WOOLFORD: Before the
Council adjourns, sir, will you allow me,
on behalf of Members, to wish you a
very happy Christmas?

The CHAIRMAN : I thank you
very much. It will be a very busy one, I
am afraid. Again I wish to thank
Members for having attended this
evening. I think we have gone ahead
rather expeditiously.

The Council resumed and adjourned
until Wednesday, 27th December, at 2
pm.





