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THE

PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

OFFICIAL REPORT

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE SECOND SESSION (1959—G0)
OF THE FIRST LEGISLATURE OF THE WEST INDIES,

CONSTITUTED UNDER THE WEST

INDIES,

(FEDERATION) ORDER IN COUNCIL, 1957.

4th Sitting

Tuesday, 24th November, 1969

HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

The House met at 2.30 p.m.
Prayers
(MR. SPEARER in the Chair]

SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION
(No. 2) BILL, 1959

The following Bill was presented and
rcad a First time :

Supplementary Appropriation (No. 2)
Bill 1959 —|Minister of Finance|

Mr. Speaker : Will the hon. Minister
name the day for the Sccond Reading ?

The Minister of Finance (Mr. Brad-

shaw): I name Thursday, 26th Novem-
ber, 1959.

APPROPRIATION BILL, 1960
(Second Reading)

Order read for resumption of adjourned
Debate [23rd November, 1959] on Ques-
tion [19th November, 1959] “That the
Bill be now read a Second time.”

Question again proposed.

Mr. W. B. Williams (St. Catherine,
Jamaica) : Mr. Speaker, after the adjourn-
ment was taken last night I had an oppor-
tunity to read the speech made by the
Minister of Finance when he presented
the Appropriation Bill.

I have noticed that although the sub-
ject of Agriculture and Natural Resources
15 on neither the Exclusive nor the Con-
current List, provision has been made to
cmploy a Permanent Secretary. It is
obvious, therefore, that that Ministry will
be a full-dress Ministry like the other
Ministries in existence.

For the informmnation of the House I
would like to rcfer to Head XI, Sub-head
1(d) where provision has been madec for
a Senior Assistant Secretary at $8,880 and
an Administrative Assistant—$6,802, and
other officers for that Ministry. We arc
asked in these Estimates to provide for
a Permanent Secretary at $10,800.

I would like, at some Jater lime, the
Prime Minister to satisfy us in this hon.
House as to the justification for creating
such a post.

I have listened to the Minister without
Portfolio who is also in that Ministry
referring to an adviser who was sent to
Jamaica. He said that he went there to
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paing, be cnough to frighten us away from
it ¥ Joull it that can he the attitude of
anykody who really know the West Indian
peoples, 1 believe, Mr. Speaker, that the
peoples of The West Indies, on account »f
their make-up and background, withol.
saying anyvihing more about that, have in
them more than the average human share
of versatility and resourccfulness; they
have more than the average share of human
ingenuity anid endurance. They have gone
through so many bigger tribulations in the
past that I do not sce how the trials of
today can be any real barrier to the pro-
sress we eould eventually make, if v are
resolved to keep on goir-

This.is not just “pep” talk. The Federa-
tiop ks enly to look about it. In the hon.
Prime Minister’s own country, little Barba-
tlos, for instance, we can all of us remember
how in the davs of the Great World War,
when the United Kingdom was facing the
rest of the world and facing a possible ex-
tinction of civilisation, Barbados said to
England: “Don’t delay, go to war, Barbados
is hehind vou” That spirit still exists here,
and it is not only the spirit of Barbados,
it is the epirit of The West Indies today;
instead of going after war to clean up the
Kaizer T would say, "(io to the Federation,
Barbados is behind it, Jamalca is behind
it, Trinidad is behind it, all the West
Indian islands arc behind it in order to
make 1t sneceeed.”

I{ 35 2 hard journey, I know, but we will
make it; and one thing I would like to
venture on and give an opinion about, is
that nowhere at all should we allow in-
trigue, low-type ntrigue, and personal am-
hitions to wreck the show. So many times
does it come so very near to that. Qur
prospects must not be strained by any such
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framning the tone of my speech to the tone
of the Minister’s speech. The Minister, in
introdneimg the Budget, eould have come
with grave pessimism, predicted disaster,
tighten up the straight-jacket further and
zaitl “Things arc ~iting bad, let us batten
down the hatehes . 1 want to emphasise
here that T endorse his attitude, the atti-
tude of the Government, that instead of
any recession, we must hegin to spread our
wings, no matter how cauticusly, even if
oy by plonghing back our suvings into the
development of the country as the I nister
has done in the Budget. That was a good
point! T am one of these who feel that the
Federation is not yvet strong enough to have
continually Lo withstand the shakings-up of
party controversy simpiy ie decide who
shall be in charge of it. T would prefer
perhaps, that this side was 1n charge of it;
I would perhaps prefer if it fell into the
hands of the two Independents. T am en-
titled to feel that we would do much better
than wmost of the others. If we got fonr
Tndependents, as you say, we can take over
Australia!

Whilst we must encourage party rivalry
in Parfiament, I feel that this one is yet
too young to lose so much time in petty
party rivalry. We can be doing things that
really matter, and things that would bring
a modicum of achicvement to our efforts
as a whole.

The Minister rightly said, and T do net
apolegise for taking all thesc quotations














































































































