SECOND LEGISLATIVE COUNCHL

(Constituted under the British Guiana (Constitution) (Temporary Provisions) Orders
in Council, 1953 and 1956).

Wednesday, 25th February, 1959
The Council met at 2 p.m.
PRESENT :
Speaker, His Honour Sir Donald Jackson
Attorney-General, Hon. A. M. I. Austin, Q.C. } .
. . -ex officio
Financial Secretary, Hon. F. W. Essex.

The Honourable Dr. C. B. Yagan— 3 ember for Lastern Berbice
(Minister of Trade and Industry)

" B. H. Benn —Mcmber for Essequibo River
(Minister of Community Devclopment
and Education)

2 3 E. B. Beharry —3dember for Eastern Dcmerara
(Minister of Natural Resources)

s » Janet Jagan — Member for Westcrn Essequibo
(Minister of Labour. Health an
Housing)
Ram Karran —Member for Demerara-Esscquibo
(Minister of Communications and
Works).
Mr. R. B. Gajraj — Nominated Member
.  W. 0. R. Kendall —Member for New Amsterdamn
R. C. Tello —Nominated Member
F. Bowman —Member for Demerara River
L. F. S. Burnham — Member for Georgetown Central
S. C'impbell —Member for North Western District
A. L. Jackson —DMember for Georgetown North
* B. S. Rai — Member for Central Demerara.
»  S. M. Saftee —Member for Western Berbice
» Ajodha Singh —Member for Berbice River
,» J. N. Singh —Member for Georgetown South
. R. E. Davis —Nominated Member
» H.J. M. Hubbard —Nominated Member
” A. G. Tasker, O.B.E. — Nominated Member.

Mr. L. Crum Ewing — Clerk of the Legislature
Mr. E. V. Viapree — Assistant Clerk of the Legislature.

ABSENT :
The Hon. the Chief Secretary, Mr. M. S. Porcher (acting)—on lcave.
Mr. A. M. Fredericks.

____The Cletk read prayers..
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733 Local Govt. (Valuation

The Minister of Community Devel-

oprr~it and Education (Mr. Benn):
We on this side of the Table
have listened to several hours of

discussion from the opposite side, the
majority of whose Members have given
a clear indication that there is consider-
able confusion of thought and misunder-
standing of the present system as obtains
in Georgetown, and the system which is
proposed for adoption by this Council.
We have listened to arguments, many of
which were not relevant to the Bill, and
thenm we had suggestions that the Bill
has been rushed, that the Municipalities
had not been consulted. the Local
Authorities had not been consulted, the
Marshall Report had not been discussed,
and so on and so forth. I would like to
discuss those points before I go further.
The Sessional Paper on Local Govern-
ment which was Iaid on the Table some
months ago contained certain proposals.
I wish to quote paragraphs 67 and 68 of
that Sessional Paper. —

“67. — Recommendation.

(vi) The general rate would be
levied on the capital value
of all lands and buildings.
The charge for some ser-
vices might fall mainly on
buildings.”

— Proposals of the Governor-in-
Council.

Accepted in respect of the new
Districts as well as Georgetown
and New Amsterdam. It is
considered that the basis should

"68.

be uniform. Special provision
will be made for industrial
premises.”

This Sessional Paper was laid on the
Table of the Council some time in August
last year and at the same time I read a
short statement from which I should like
to quote a short passage —

“I would like to ask all those who wish
to comment on the proposals contained
in the Sessional Paper to be so good as to
furnish them to me, through the Com-

missioner of Local Government, not
later than the 15th October.”

As 1 said, the Sessional Paper con-
taining Government’s proposals on Dr.
Marshall’s recommendations was laid in
this Council, and the Minister of Com-
munity Development and Education
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